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O'if  THE 


PROPHECIES  OF  ISAIAH. 


PREUMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

WE  now  enter  on  the  confideration  of  another 
SeAion  of  the  Second  Difcourfe,  contained  in 
the  fifth  part  of  the  Prophecies  of  Ifaiah.  Its  ma^i- 
feft  defign  is,  to  adroinifter  comfort  to  the  Church  of 
God,  denined  for  a  long  period  to  fuftain  various  af- 
flidions,  intended,  by  infinite  Wifdom, to  j)urify  them 
from  remaining  corruptions,  to  exercife  and  improve 
their  graces.  Walking  in  darknefs,  and  having  no 
light,  their  faith  and  hope  required  to  be  fupported 
and  eftablilhed  by  renewed  promifes  of  grace  and  fav- 
our. In  the  profecution  of  this  valuable  objed,  the 
great  Meiliah  is  intrpduced  addreffing  the  polterity  of 
Abraham  and  Sarah,  the  heirs  of  the  bleiSng  pronoun- 
ced upon  the  renowned  father  of  the  faithiul. — He 
direds  them  to  call  to  r^^membrance  the  fmall  begin* 
ning  from  whence'  their  nation  took  its  rife,  and  gives 
iblemn  aflurance  of  the  approaching  happy  change 
in  the  ftate  of  the  Church,  in  confequence  whereof, 
thmughthe  plentiful  communications  of  divine  mer- 
cy, it  was  to  refemble  the  paradife  of  God^  ver.  i— 3« 
-»He  foretels  the  converfion  of  theGentiles,  who  were 
to  be  enliebtened  by  his  falutary  do&rines,  and  to  be- 
VoL.]W«  A  corns 
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come  partakers  of  his  great  falvation,  ver.  4 — 5. — He 
announces  the  total  abolition  of  the  Old  Teftament 
difpenfation,  to  make  way  for  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
new  oeconomy  of  grace,  the  perpetuity  of  which  is  de- 
fcribed  in  very  ftrongtetuis,  ter.  6.^?  After  which  he 
predifts  the  certain  deftru£tion  of  his  adverfaries,  who 
were  to  oppofe  the  interefts  of  his  kingdom,  and  to  a  A 
in  hoftility  againft  his  people^v^r.  7 — 8.— The  Church 
\$  then  brought  forward,  encouraging  themfelves  in 
the  power  of  Jehovah,  who  of  old  had  delivered  their 
fathers  from  oppreffion  in  Egypt,  anddfliv<fl^d  thetn 
in  the  poffeflion  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  ver.  9 — 11.— 
This  is  followed  with  an  aflbrance  of  God's  merciful 
regard,  and  a  prediction  of  the  overthrow  of  thofe 
Icingdoms  who  were  to  refufe  afliftance  in  founding 
the  new  kingdom  of  God,  ver.  12*— x  6.— Having  men- 
tioned the  direful  calamities  which  were  to  befal  the 
people  of  God,  they  are  called  upon  to  be  of  good 
comfort  in  the  reviving  profpedt  of  their  deliverance, 
ver.  17 — ao.-^The  chapter  concludes  with  an  e^licit 
declaration  of  their  releafe  fromafSidtion,  and  the  exe- 
cution of  righteous  vengeance  on  their  enemies,  ver» 
111—23. 


CHAP.    LI. 

* 

HEARKEN  to  me,  ye  that  follow  after 
righteoufnefs,  ye  that  feek  the  Lord: 
look  unto  the  rock  whence  ye  are  hewn,  and 
to  the  hole  of  the  pit  whence  ye  are  digged.  ' 

(      .  U  I       *  .  '.  .  .    .        ^  .  . 

I  • 

To  comfort  his  peculiar  people,  who  feared  the  Lord 
and  obeyed  the  voice  df  his  fervant,  the  MejQiah  de^ 
mands  their  fpecial  attention,  and  exhort$  thtm  to  call 
to  mind  the  ftock  from  which  they  w^re  defcended: 
The  perfons  to  whom  he  addrelled  his  difcourfe  are 
thus  diaradferized,  Zi  that  JbUotif  after  righteouftafs. 
The  Hebrew  word  tranflaced  righteoufnefs^  is  ufed  in 
•  Scripture 
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Scripture  in  various  fenfies,  and  is  of  fuch  extenfive 
import,  that  it  is  not  eafy  femetimet  to  afcertain  its 
precife  meaning.    Here  it  may  denote  truth  and  juf- 
tice — tbe  do&rinc  of  the  Son  of  God  is  emphatically 
denominated  '  the  word  of  truth/  inafmuch  as  it  con« 
tatiis  the  moft  certain  and  important  difcoveries,  rati* 
fied  and  confirmed  by  God,  who  cannot  lie,  the  precious 
promifes  made  unto  the  fathers,  and  fulfilled  unto  their 
children ;  and '  the  word  of  righteoufnefs/  becaufe  the 
rigbteoufiiefs  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  are 
^therein  celebrated,  which  being  believed  from  the 
heart,  men  become  righteous  before  the  Lord.     It 
comprehends  whatfoever  enhghtned  reafon,  and  the 
holy  law  of  God  requires;  things  that  are  true,  honeft, 
juft,  pure,  lovely,  virtuous,  and  of  good  report.     To 
follow  after  rigbteoufnefs  intimates,  that,  notwlth- 
(landing  it  was  far  from  them,  and  apt  to  efcape  their 
vigilance,  they  profecuted  this  worthy  objedt  with  ar- 
dour and  aifiduity,  convinced,  that  in  the  belief  and 
obedience  of  the  word  of  rigbteoufnefs  and  truth  con- 
fifts  their  chief  excellence,  beauty,  and  utility  ;  that 
deftitute  of  rigbteoufnefs,  they  ihould  be  deformed, 
miferaWe,  and  odious. — What  an  ineftimabk  acquifi- 
tion  is  this,    *  The  way  of  the  wicked,'  (faith  the 
proverb),  '  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord ;  but  he 
^  loveth  him  that   foUoweth  after  rigbteoufnefs  *.* 
This  righeoufnels  is  the  beauty  and  ornament  of  hu- 
man nature,  it  conftitutes  a  principal  part  of  the  di- 
vine refemblance,  it  is  the  peculiar  effed  of  the  opera-i 
tion  of  God,  the  richeft  jewel  we  can  acquire,  the 
precious  feed  that  fprings  up  into  everlafting  life,  the 
amiable  objed  which  we  ought  to  endeavour  with 
diligence  and  conftancy  to  attain. 

le  that  feek  the  Lord^  firmly  convinced  of 
your  abfolute  need  of  the  enjoyment  of  his  favour, 
which  iSjbetter  than  life,  to  your  pofleffing  true  hap- 
ptneis,  ye  feek  his  face  with  your  whole  hearts,  in 
the  diligent  ufe  of  thofe  means  he  hath  inftituted. 
Deeply  I'enfible,  that  his  mercy,  hisaffillance,  direction, 
and  protedion,  are  indefpenfibly  requifite  to  your 

felicity 
♦  Pror.  XT.  9. 


,4  LECTURES  on  ti»        Chap.  LT. 

felicity  and  cbrn£brt»  ye  are  earaeftly  defirous  to  ob'-- 
taio  from  God  tbefe  importantblefiings.  In  obedience 
to  his  command,  and  encouraged  by  his  promifes,  who 
allows  none  of  the  pofterity  of  Jacob  to  feek  him  in 
vain,  ye  affiduoully  endeavour,  in  the  ways  he 
hath  pointed  out,  to  obtain  the  fruits  of  hb  loving- 
kindne(s.  Ye  who  are  the  generation  of  them  that 
feek  the  face  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  folicitous  to  enjoy 
the  light  of  his  countenance,  and  the  good  of  his  cho* 
fen  people. — •  It  is  now  time  to  feek  the  Lord,*  as  faith 
the  prophet  Hofea  * :  it  is  not  yet  toolate  to  commence 
this  important  bulinefs,  in  which  I  would  have  you, 
brethren^  immediately  to  engage,  animated  by  the 
gracious  affurances,  that  they  who  are  thus  employed 
fhall  not  lack  any  good  thing,  and  that  when  you 
fearch  for  God  with  all  your  heart  he  will  be  found 
of  you. — Perfons  of  this  derfciption  are  required, 

.  To  look  unto  the  rock,  Slc.  Scripture  aUdfions  to 
natural  obj^As  are  adapted  to  the  ordinary  capacities 
of  mankind,  and  therefore  in  fome  cafes,  as  in  the 
one  before  us,  tlo,not  require  nice  difquifition  to  un« 
fold  their  import.  The  figurative  language  ufed  in 
this  verfe,  was  doubtlefs  well  underltood  by  Ihofe  to 
whom  it  was  primarily  direded,  and  fon  the  benefit 
of  all  is  explained  in  the  following  verfe.  The  mean« 
ing  of  the  exhortation  feenw  to  be  this,  Confider  the 
anceftors  from  whom  ye  are  defcended,  and  from  a 
careful  furvey  of  their  charader  and  circumftances, 
ye  may  learn  many  ufeful  inftrudtive  leflbns.  Steadi- 
ly contemplate  the  patriarch  Abraham,  the  friend  of 
God,  the  father  of  the  faithful,  your  renowned  pro- 
genitor, and  fix  j.our  thoughts  on  the  good  conduft 
of  his  virtuous  companion  for  life,  whofe  children  ye 
Ure  ^s  lortg  as^.ye  do  welL 

2.  Look  unto  Abraham^  your  father,  and 
unto  Sarah  that'  bare  you  ;  for  I  called  him 
^lone,  and  blefTed  him,  and  increafed  liim. 

Fix 

.        -  *    Clup.  X*  12. 
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Fixyourattention,  1  fay,  on  this  highly-favoured  man, 
and  his  beloved  wife,  from  whom  ye  have  the  honour 
of  being  lineally  defcended.  Recoiled  how  the  Lord 
God  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  call  him,  with  bis  fpoufe, 
from  among  an  idolatrous  people j  living  in  Ur  of  tie 
Chaldecs,  to  enjoy  the  moft  valuable  privileges,  to 
worfbip  the  living  and  true  6od,  to  be  the  father  of 
many  nations,  the  heir  of  the  world,  the  heir  alfo  of 
the  rigbteoufnefs  that  is  by  £ckith,  and  an  eminent  ex- 
ample of  faith  in  God  and  obedience  to  his  command. 
This  vocation  is  faid  to  have  been  peculiar  to  Abra^ 
ham,  becaufe  he  only  received  commadd  from  God 
to  leave  his  country  and  kindled,  and  to  go  out  into 
a  place  which  he  fhould  afterwards  receive  for  an  in- 
heritance ;  and  he  went  fc^tb,  not  knowing  whi- 
ther he  went  *.  Terah  his  father,  Sarah  his  wife, 
and  Lot  his  brother's  fon,  accompanied  him  in  his 
journey  from  Ur,  to  the  land  whither  he  travelled, 
determined  to  ihare  in  the  fortunes  of  their  refpeded 
relation.  What  an  ineftimable  favour  was  conferred  on 
the  fervant  of  the  moft  high  Gpd,  in  being  feparated 
by  divine  authority  from  the  fociety  of  thofe  who  were 
addided  to  grofs  idolatry,  that  he  might  be  wholly 
appropriated  to  the  fervice  of  Jehovah  !  What  a 
ibong  fenfe  of  duty  muft  the  patriarch  have  felt, 
what  entire  acquiefcence  in  the  wifdom  and  goodriefs 
of  Providence,  when,  furrendering  all  his  worldly 
interefts,  he  became  a  (Iranger  and  fojoumer  on  the 
earth !  This  is  a  fubjed,  taken  in  connexion  with 
what  follows,  truly  worthy  of  attentive  confideration. 

j^  blejfed  bim^  with  all  manner  of  temporal  and 
fpiritual  bleffings.  The  Lord  God  blefled  him  with 
great  riches,  and  large  polTeffions,  as  his  principal 
fervant  reported  to  the  family  of  Laban.  *  The  Lord/ 
faid  he,  *  hath  blefled  my  mafter  greatly,  and  he  is 
'  become  greajt ;  and  he  hath  given  him  flocks  and 
*  herds,  and  iilver  and  gold,  and  men-fervants  and 
^  maid-fervants,  and  camels  and  afles  f/  He  was 
blefled  with  frequent  delightful  converfe  with  God^ 

who 

*  Heb«  xi.  8.  f  Gen.  zxlv.  35. 
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who  vouchfafed  to  enter  into  covefsaht  with  Inm, 
who  granted  him  the  fbrgivenefs  of  fins,  the  accept- 
ance of  his  perfon  and  fervices  ;  hence  we  read,  that 
^  Abraham  believed  God,   and  it  was  imputed  to 
•  him  for  righteoufnefs  ♦/     Befides,    the  Almighty 
rendered  him  a  public  blei&ng,  all  the  families  of  the 
earth  being  blefled  in  him  and  in  his  pofterity,  whilft 
in  his  condu&  he  exhibited  an  illuftrioos  example  of 
faith  in  the  promifes  of  God,  and  of  refignation  to 
his  wUl.'-^jtnd  tncreafed  bim.    All  circumftances  con- 
fidered,  this  was  an  extraordinary  event.     Before 
the  increafe  in  Abraham's  family  took  place,  which  is 
here  referred  to,  the  patriarch  was  near  one  hundred 
years  old,  Sarah  was  alfo  arrived  at  old  age,  and  ne- 
ver had  any  children*  In  this  ftate  the  promife  of  an 
increafing  pofterity,  numerous  as  the  (tars  of  heaven, 
muft  have  Teemed  chimerical  and  abfurd.     Notwith* 
ftanding  the  promifes  that  God  had  made  to  him,  re- 
fpeding  his  being  the  father  of  many  nations,  a]^ 
peared  highly  improbable,  yet  Abraham  was  ftrong 
in  faith  that  he  would  perform  what  he  had  promifed» 
and  againft  hope  believed  in  hope.     And  his  expec- 
tation was  fully  gratified  in  due  time.— ^Thefe  and 
other  circumfiances,    relative  to  the  father  of  the 
faithful,    Jehovah  requires  thofe  who  follow  after 
righteoufnefs  attentively  to  confider,  that  they  may 
thereby  be  induced  to  imitate  his  good  conduct. 
If,  after  the  example  of  this  great  man,  you  are  pre* 
pared,  in  obedience  to  the  command  of  God,  to  leave 
your  moil  valued  pofieffions,  and,  repofing  unfufpeft- 
ing  confidence  in  the  power  and  faithfulnefs  of  Jeho- 
vah, to  furmount  every  difficulty  that  lies  in  the  way 
of  duty,  you  fiiall  experience  in  due  time  the  troth 
of  his  promifes.     In  this  view,  compliance  with  the 
direction  1  have  been  explaining  appears  in  a  ftrong 
light,  as  highly  ufeful  to  ellabli(h  faith  and  hope  in 
the  providence  and  word  of  God.   When  your  condi- 
tion leems  moil  dcflitute,  turn  your  thoughts  to  this 
venerable  fervant  of  God,  and  his  partner  for  life, 

and 
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and  contemplate  them  amidft  prel&ng  difficulties, 
coftly  facrifices,  and  heavy  trials,  trufting  in  him 
who  never  fails  to  verify  his  promifes,  and  by  their 
worthy  example  be  animated  to  patient  continuing 
iD  weU  doing. 

3.  For  the  Lord  {hall  comfort  Zion  :  he  will 
comfort  all  her  wafte  places,  and  he  will  make 
her  wildernefs  like  Eden,  and  her  defert  like 
the  garden  of  the  Lord  ;  joy  and  gladnefs  Ihall 
be  found  therein,  thankfgiving  and  the  voice 
of  melody. 

Thefe  words  contain  an  explicit  aflarance  of  the. 
certain  accomplifhment,  of  the  glorious  change  which 
God  was  to  make  in  the  date  of  the  churchy  by  the 
^bundant  communications  of  his  favour.  Though 
in  their  primary  and  literal  fenfe,  they  might  have  re- 
ference to  the  remarkable  happy  alteration  which 
the  Almighty  was  to*  eflfed  in  the  land  of  Canaan, 
after  it  had  long  lain  in  a  defolate  condition,  on 
the  return  of  the  Jews  from  captivity  at  Babylon^ 
the  figurative  fpiritual  import  of  the  predidion  de- 
mands our  chief  attention.  The  late  learned  Bifliop 
of  London  juftly  obferves,  in  his  notes  on  thefe  Pro- 
phecies, that  the  myftical  or  fpiritual  fenfe  is  very 
often  the  moft  literal  fenfe  of  all  ♦.  This  remark  is 
verified,  I  apprehend,  in  the  verfe  before  us,  and 
upon  this  principle  1  proceed  to  coniider  the  feveral 
parts  whereof  this  prophecy,  is  compofed. — Glorious 
things  are  faid  in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  con- 
cerning Zion,  the  fubjeA  of  this  predidion.  God 
is  affirmed  to  have  chofen  Zion,  to  love  the  gates 
thereof^  and  to  delight  to  dwell  therein  ;  and  Chrift 
is  laid  to  dwell  thete,  and  from  thence  his  law  and 
his  falvation*  with  all  the  precious  bleffings  it  con- 
tains, are  faid  to  proceed.  It  is  therefore  reprefented 
as  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth  ;  it  is  higlily  extolled 
on  account  of  its  beauty,  (lability,  and  felicity,  and 

often 
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often  celebrated  as  the  happy  place  wherein  many 
ineftiroable  promifes  are  fulfilled,  among  which  is 
the  one  now  to  be  illuftrated.  Thefe  great  benefits 
are  not  fo  applicable  to  the  literal  mount  Zion  as  to 
the  church  of  God,  which  it  prefigured,  and  which 
is  frequently  .fpoken  of  in  fcripture  under  that 
name.  Indeed  it  is  not  uncommon,  in  the  facred 
writings,  for  the  perfon  or  objed  typified,  to  bear 
the  name  of  what  was  intended  to  reprcfent  or  fore- 
fignify  that  perfon  or  thing.  Jefus  Chrift  is  called^^^ 
by  the  apoftle  Paul  *,  our  paflbver,  becaufe  that  in- 
ftitution  was  defigned  to  exhibit  him,  injL  very  ftri- 
king  point  of  view,  who  was  facrificwPfor  us ;  for 
the  fame  reafon  the  church  is  denominated  Zion.— 
This  feled,  highly-favoured  fociety,  our  prophet  de- 
clares, 

7be  Lord  will  comfort.  He  will  invigorate  and 
fortify  the  minds  of  his  peculiar  people,  under  the 
doubts,  and  fears,  and  forrows,  whereby  they  arc 
diftrefied.  If,  for  important  reafpns,  he  does  not  rcr 
move  thofe  evils,  he  will  fo  alleviate  them,  by  va- 
rious means,  that  they  (hall  fuflain  them  with  eafe 
and  chearfuloefs.  Though  they  may  continue  for  a 
feafon  in  an  afBidted,  deftitute  condition,  yet  in  due 
time  God  will  arife  and  have  mercy  on.  them,  by  re- 
lieving them  from  the  miferies  and  forrows  whereby 
they  are  opprefled.  He  will  give  them  fubftantial 
proofs  of  his  loving-kindnefs  and  tender  care,  by  fa- 
ving  them  from  their  diftrefles,  by  defending  them 
from  their  enemies,  by  feafonably  fulfilling  his  pro- 
mifes, and  by  imparting  the  confolationsof  his  Spirit. 
In  a  fpecial  manner — He  will  comfort  dU  her  wqftc 
places^  &c.  Thefe,  with  the  wildemefs  and  the  de- 
fart,  .mentioned  in  the  following  claufes  of  this  verfe, 
may  denote  the  focieties  of  the  faithful,  or  thofe  in-  J 
dividuals  whereof  they  are  compofed,  from  whom 
the  inflences  of  divine  grace  had  been  in  great  mea- 
fure  withheld,  who  had  not  enjoyed  the  minillra- 
tions  of  the  fervants  of  God,   nor  the  ordinances 

whereby 
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whereby  the  Church  is  improved  and  becomes  fruit- 
ful in  boUnefs  and  righteoufnefs.  Thofe  who  are  iti 
fuch  fcfflom  circumftances  God  will  comfort,  \>f 
(hewing  them  the  neceffity  and  utility  of  affidions, 
by  rendering  their  defolate  condition  fubfervient  to 
their  real  benefit,  by  mitigating  their  diftreflei,  by 
enabling  them  to  bear  their  troubles  with  fortitude 
and  patience,  and  by  pouring  refinefhing  confolation J 
into  their  hearts.  In  confequence  thereof,  they  (hall 
adopt  the  grateful  acknowledgment  of  an  apoftle,  ex- 
preflcd  in  his  own  name  and  that  of  the  Church  of 
God/*  Blefied  be  God,  even  thcFather  of  ourLord  Je- 

*  fus  Chrift,  the  Father  of  mercies,  and  the  God  of  all 

•  comfort,  who  comforteth  us  in  all  our  tribulation*.' 
He wiH  make berwildemefs like Eden^&<:.  Thofe  who 

have  been  in  a  moft  defolate,  hopelefs  condition,  fhall 
be  made  to  aflume  a  new,  beautiful,  and  fruitful  ap« 
I)earance,  the  very  reverfe  of  their  former  ftate.   The 
country  of  £den,  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Eu- 
phrates, is  (aid  to  be  one  of  the  moft  delightful,  fer- 
tile places  in  the  world.    There  the  Lord  God  plant* 
ed  a  garden,  formed  a  complete  paradife,  celebrated 
for  its  fertility,  verdure,  beauty,  and  fijigrancy ;  for 
the  fine  fhades  af&rded  by  the  leaves  of  the  trees 
and  (hrube,  the  variety  of  rich  delicious  fruits,  the 
odoriferous  fmell  of  beautiful  flowers,  and  the  plea« 
fant  rivers  whereby  it  was  watered.     In  this  gar- 
den of  delights  were  placed,  by  the  great  Creator^ 
the  firft  man  with  his  companion,     in  (cripture,  any 
country  that  is  remarkably  pleafant  and    fruitful 
is  compared  to  it,  or  called  by  its  name ;  and,  in  the 
words  before  us,  the  Church,  after  having  been  com- 
forted by  Jehovah,   is  faid  to  refemble  Eden,  the 
garden  of  the  Lord.     Though  in  time  paft  like  a  ne- 
gledled  defert,  having  been  enriched  by  the  boun- 
ties of  Providence,  and  the  bleifings  of  grace,  their 
circumftances  are  entirely  changed.     Within  their 
precinds  is  a  beautiful  variety  of  trees  of  righteouf- 
liefs,  the  planting  of  the  Lord,  that  he  may  be  glo- 
Vol.  IV.  B  rified  t 
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rifled  ;  defended  by  divine  Providence,  Warmed  bjr 
the  beliiga  influence  of  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs, 
watered  by  the  de\v  of  God's  bleffing  and  the  river 
that  niBke$  glad  the  city  of  our  God,  filled  with  the 
precious  fruits  of  faith  and  holinefs,  and  tended  by 
meaeminetit  for  fandity,  prudence^  learning,  and 
other  ufeful  acconipUfliinems.-— Such  fhall  be  the 
very  pleafant  afpeA  of  the  Church  of  God,  after  ha**- 
ving  been  folaced  and  revived  by  the  intetpofirions 
of  Providence,  and  the  liberal  communications  of  hi§ 
grace.  '  " 

Joy  dnd  gladnefs  JkaU  be  found  therein,  &c.  *  Th^ 
participation  of  the  benefits  above  mentioned,  and 
the  blefled  r ffedb  wherewith  they  were  to  be  attend- 
ed»*  fhould  give  rife  to  exultation  and  joy  only :  they 
were  to  excite  tbankfgiving  and  the  voice  of  melody, 
of  which  they  are  the  genuine  natural  expreffions. 
Gratitude  and  praife,  which  are  the  dilty  and  delight 
of  God'^iS  forvams,  were  to  be  prefenred  to  their  great 
£etiefa{ior,  as  part  of  that  homage  he  juftly  demand- 
ed &>t  the  bleffings  which  in  n^ercy  he  had  feafonabl^ 
conferred  upon  them.  With  tbankfgiving  was  to 
be  JQtped  the  voice  of  melody.  Every  heart  and 
evf.ry  voice  was  to  be  tuned,  to  celebrate  the  praifes 
of  Jehovah  for  his  wonderful  works,  .and  to  extol  his 
glorious  name  for  bis  mercy  in  proniifing,  and  his 
faithfulnefs  in  aecomphfhing,  his  good  word  nnto  his 
fervants.-^-This  predKlion,  which  hath  been  fulfilled 
from  lime  to  time,  according  to  the  good  pleaforeof 
Oodi.atid  the  exigencies  of  h^  people,  is  not  to  be  1h> 
mited  to  :9Uiy  one  p^triod.  It  was  in  feme  meafure 
verified  to  the  church  founded  in  Zion  and  Jerufa- 
lem,.  which  extended '  throughout  Judea,  Samaria^ 
dpd  Galilee.  1  hofe  places  which  had  been  defolate 
like  a  defert,  through  the  divine  eflicacy  that  accom* 
panied  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  were  made  to  a- 
bound  with  the  precious  fruits  of  knowledge^  faith, 
love,  0nd  other  graces,  in  ccnfeqaence  whereof  they 
refembled  the  fertile  pleafant  garden  of  i-den.  And 
when  the  fet  time  to  favour  /.ion  arrives,  the  people 

which 
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which  (ball  be  created  anew  in  Chrill  Jefus  (hall  praife 
the  Lord  with  joy  and  triumph,  in  pfalm«.and  hymns, 
and  fpiritaal  fongs.  Hi$  name  ihall  be  declared,  and 
bis  pr9iie$  in  Jerufalem. 

4.  Hearien  unto  me,  my  people,  and  give 
car  nnta^nae,  O  my  nation  :  for  a  law  (hall 
proi|ped  JVom  me,  and  I  will  make  my  judg- 
ment to  reft  for  a  light  of  the  people. 

The  Mefliah  proceeds  to  call  the  attention  of  his 
chofen  people  to  the  fourccs  of  that  contolation  which 
he  was  to  adminifter  to  the  afflidled  church,  derived 
from  the  vocation  of  the  Gentiles  to  the  knowledge 
and  worfliip  of  the  living  God,  by  meatis  of  the  gof- 
pel-  He  addrefles  efpecially,  I  fuppofe,  the  Jewifli 
people,  who  in  a  particular  manner  belonged  to  him, 
being  emphatically  denominated  his  own  inheritance. 
They  were  his  property,  not  only  in  common  with 
other  men,  but  he  had  appropriated  them  to  himfelf 
from  among  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  that  they 
might  be  to  him  a  peculiar  people,  and  with  them  he 
dealt  as  he  neverdid  with  any  other  nation.  From  them 
primarily  he  demanded  the  clofeft  attention  *to  the 
fubjed  here  introduced,  being  at  once  momentous  and 
ioterefting.  Tbere  were  doubtlefs  many  among  them 
who  did  not  advert  to  the  excellence  of  the  bleilings 
to  be  conferred  upon  the  Church,  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  judgments  to  be  inflidled  on  their  ene- 
mies,  nor  to,  the  prediftions  of  the  prophets,  wherein 
thcfe  things  were  clearly  forttold,  and  therefore  they 
much  needed  to  be  roufed  to  ferious  consideration. — 
From  us,  brethren,  who  profefs  to  be  the  ranfomed 
of  the  Lord,  the  great  Redeemer  requires  the  fame 
diligent  attention,  tb^t  we  may  underftand  the  im- 
portant truths  he  delivers,  that  we  may  ponder  them 
m  our  hearts,  and  experience  their  i'andifying  prac- 
tical influence.  Let  us  incline  our  ear  and  come 
UDto  bim,  hear  and  our  foul  ihail  live.  . 

For 
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For  alow /haU  proceed  from  me,  if^c.  The  law  and 
the  judgment  may  denote  the  dodlrine  and  precepts 
of  the  gofpeli  which  are  made  known  to  all  men,  ae* 
cording  to  the  commandment  of  the  eterlafting  God, 
jfor  the  obedience  of  faith.  The  gofpel  is  fometimes 
called  the  law  by  our  prophet,  becaufe  it  contains 
an  explicit  declaration  of  the  good,  pleafure  of  Xhfi 
almighty  Sovereign  of  heaven  and  earth,  becaufe  it 
was  promulgated  by  divine  authority,  and  urges,  by 
the  moft  perfuafiye  arguments,  the  belief  of  the  re- 
cord it  contains  and  fubjedtion  to  all  the  commands 
of  its  glorious  Author.  With  great  propriety,  there- 
fore, it  is  denominated  the  law  of  faith,  the  royal 
law,  the  perfeft  law  of  liberty,  and  the  law  of  truth. 
-—With  no  If  fs  juftice  is  the  gofpel  fpokcn  of  by  the 
name  of  judgment;  indmuch  as  it  is  the  word  of  e- 
guity,  tnith,  and  righteoufnefs ;  which  contains  the 
unerring  rule  whereby  men  ought  to  decide  on  what- 
ever relates  to  Ood,  to  their  neighbour,  and  them* 
ielves,  arid  whereby' they  diftingui(b  true  from  falfc; 
religion.  Beiides,  it  exhibits  a  wonderful  difplay  of 
the  wifdom  and  prudence,  the  equity  and  reditude, 
of  the  divine  adminiilratibn  in  the  oeconomy  of  fal- 
yation,  and  in  the  overthrow  of  every  thing  that  ex- 
alteth  itfelf  againft  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God. 
— This  law  was  foretold  to  proceed  from  the  Meifiah, 
who  bath  therein  manifelled  his  infinite  hoiinefs,' 
wifdom,  and  grace  ;  who  hath  repaired  the  injured 
honour  of  the  divine  government,  and  revealed  a  fair, 
beautiful  creation,  a  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth, 
wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs. — This  judgitient  was 
to  have  its  fixed  reiidence  in  the  Church,  whicti, 
though  transferred  from  one  place  or  kingdom  to 
another,  fhall  continue  to  abide  with  men  while  fun 
and  moon  endure.  The  inhabitants  of  this  earth  can 
no  more  prevent  its  progrefs  and  continuance,  by 
their  greateft  combined  efforts,  than  they  can  hinder 
the  fun  from  ihining,  the  wind  from  blowing,  and 
the  rain  from  falling.  Comfortable  truth!  The  Son 
of  God,  who  is  faithful  and  true,  will  make  his 
^         '  '  judgment 
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judgment  to  reft  for  a  light  of  the  people.     His  gof- 
pcl,  which  is  the  inftrument  he  employs  to  enlighten 
the  nations,  (hall  conflantly  impart  to  them  highly- 
iifeful  interefting  difcoveries  of  the  moft  important 
objects.     He  will  thereby  convey  to  them  the  know- 
ledge of  the  glory  of  God  ;   he  will  fliew  them  the 
maligfiant  nature,  and  dreadful  confequences  of  fin  ; 
he  wOI  exhibit  himfelf  to  them  as  an  all-fufficifent 
Saviour  j  he  will  grant  them  the  promife  of  the  JHoly 
Spirit ;  and  make  his  word  to  be  a  light  unto  their 
feet,  and  a  lamp  unto  their  path.     By  thefe  and 
other  glorious  privileges,  the  difciples  of  the  Lord 
(hall  be  animated  to  walk  with  chearfulnefs  and  ala- 
crity in  the  ways  of  God,  fo  as  to  adorn  the  gofpel, 
verify  their  profeflSon,  and  demonftrate  to  the  world 
the  excellency  of  his  religion.— Do  you,  my  friends, 
endeavour  faithfully  to  improve  the  light  of  the  gofpel 
with  which  you  are  favoured,  and  to  get  your  hearts 
and  lives  thereby  habitually  influenced.     Diligently 
ftudy,  not  only  the  promifes  and  privileges  which 
It  contains,  but  every  part  of  the  duty  it  inculcates, 
toward  God,  toward  yourfelves,  and  toward  your  fa- 
inilies,  your  friends,  and  your  enemies,  with  the  view 
of  getting  your  temper  and  conduft  conformed  to 
the  whole  will  of  God.     Take  heed  that  you  be  not 
partial  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  refpedling  fome  pre- 
cepts, and  rejefting  others  contrary  to  your  inclina- 
tion or  intereil,  but  be  folicitous  that  the  light  of 
the  gofpel  may  irradiate  your  minds,  and  illuminate 
every  ftep  in  your  lives. 

5.  My  Fighteoufnefs  is  near :  my  falvation 
is  gone  forth,  and  mine  arms  Ihall  judge  the 
people :  the  ifles  (hall  wait  upon  me,  and  on 
inine  arm  fhall  they  truft. 

The  Mefliah  announces,  in  thefe  words,  the  ex- 
pcded  introdudion  of  his  righteoufnefs  and  falvation, 
6f  which  the  Gentiles  were  to  become  partakers. — 
Righteoufnefs  may  here  denote  the  faithful  accom- 

plilhment 
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pliflimont  of  God's  promif^,  whercliyJiU  juftice,  ve- 
racity, and  other  attributes,  were  mftnifefted  .in  the 
redemption  of  his  people.«~Tbe  ailonilhing  benigni- 
ty and  condefcenfion  which  the  Son  of  the  Higheft 
dif played,  in  his  perfed  obedience  to  the  will  of  God» 
and  in  the  fuSerings  he  wa$  tofuftain.for  the  deliver- 
ance of  bis  Church,  whereby  he  fulfilled  all  righ- 
teoufnefs,  and  obtained  (alvation  for  thofe  who  were 
ready  to  peri(h  ;  which,  in  the  words  often  ufed  qn 
this  fubjed,  conftit^tes  the  righteoufnefs  of  finnerSt 
in  virtue  whereof  they  acquire  right  to  eternal  life 
and  glory»-^This  precious  benefit  is  affirmed^  by  its 
great  Author,  to  be  n^ar;  as  the  time  fixed  by  infinite 
Wifdom  for  its  revelation  approached,  and  was  nigh  at 
hand  in  his  fight  with  whom  a  thouiand  years  are  a$ 
one  day,  and  inafmuch  as  it  was  placed  fully  in  the 
view  of  thofe  to  whom  thefe j>ropbecies  were  delivered. 
-^My/alvafion  is  goiiejorth.  The  falvation  X)f  Jefus 
Chrifl  includes  deliverance  from  fin  and.  all  its  dire- 
ful confequences,  with  an  indefeafible  right  to  the 
incorruptible  inheritance  referved  for  the  faints^  and 
a  prpgrefiive  meetnefs  for  the  enjoyment  of  that 
eternal  felicity.  It  is  a  deliverance  not  only  from  pre* 
fumptuous,  but  from  lecret  fins,  from  fins  of  tKe 
heart  as  well  as  of  the  life.  It  is  a  deliverance  from 
the  deft rudlive  influence  of  iniquity,  from  its  conta- 
minating pollution,  its  awful  punifiiment,  and  at  lad 
from  its  very  exiftence.  it  is  a  deliverance  from  eve- 
ry enemy,  and  from  all  evil,  accompanijcd  with  a  glo- 
rious elevation  to  the  full  and  everlafting  enjoyment 
of  the  mod  exquifite  happinefs  and  dignity.  Iq 
confequence  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Mefliah  be-* 
ing  near,  this  falvation  i^  faid  to  have  gone  forth, 
difiufing  its  benign  influence  among  the  inhabitants 
of  the  earth.  The  expreifion  feems  to  allude  to  the 
fun  in  the  firmament,  who,  after  he  appears  in  the 
morning,  is  faid  to  go  forth  in  his  circuit  to  the  ends 
of  heaven.  He  gradually  afcends  higher  and  higher, 
and  fliines  with  increafing  fplendor,  until  he  arrives 
at  the  brightnefs  of  qooq.  In  like  manner,  the  falva* 

tion 
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tion  of  Jcfiis  Chrift,  Which  at  fiHl  appeared  as  a  feitip* 
that  bumetb,  the  light  that  it -emitted  being  confined 
to  the  land  of  Ganaati,  progreflSvd)^  ad vanciid  and 
became  more  luminous  and  brilliant,  until  it  enlight-' 
6ncd  al)  the  regions  .of  the  earth.  This  felvation, 
the  knowledge  and  acquffitiOrl  whereof  was  to  extend 
to  all  nations,  like  the  path  of  the  jaft,  fhineth  ntore 
and  more  unto  the  perfeft  day.-^Since,  then,  tlic 
rigtrteonfiieft  Of  the  Son  of  God  is  broiif^ht  near  in 
the  gefpei,  ahd  openly  (hewed  in  the  fight  of  the 
faeathett,  fince  the  Lord  hath  made  kno^yn  his  falva- 
tion,  let  Hs  be  convinced  dF  the  infeparable  connec- 
tiort  that  fttblifts  between  thefe  important  benefits. 
Deeply  fenfible  that '  ther^  is  no  falvation  but  by 
righteoofnefs,  and  that  wherever  there  is  righteouf- 
ficfe  there  (hall  be  falvation,  let  us  diligently  (eek 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteoufnefs,  and  fre- 
quently exprefe  before  him  oiir  fervent  defires  for  the 
falvation  of  Ifrael  that  goes  forth  from  Zion,  in 
which  the  upright  (hall  rejoice,  and  all  the  fons  of 
God  (ball  (boat  ak)ud  for  joy 

And  mine  arms  fhaU  judge  the  people.  The  omni-* 
potence  of-God  our  Saviour,  operating  by  the  mini- 
ftry  of  the  gofpel,  for  the  converfion  and  falvation  of 
finncrs,  and  the  punifhment  of  impenitent  tranf- 
greflbrs,  may  be  fignified  by  the  figurative  expreflion 
here  ufed.  The  divine  power  is  fometimes  fpoken 
of  ID  fcripture  as  the  finger,  the  hand,  the  arm^  and 
the  arms  of  Jehovah,  according  to  the  purpofcs  for 
which  it  is  exerted ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  difplays 
of  his  providence  and  grace,  given  in  the  protec-* 
tion  or  deliverance  of  his  people,  in  vanquifhing 
ordeftroying  their  enemies.  Ot  the  divine  power 
manifefted  for  thefe  purpofes,  Mofes  the  fervant  of 
the  Lord  thus  fp^aks,  in  the  beautiful  eulogium  he 
pronounced  upon  Ifrael  before  his  death ;  *  The  eter- 
'  nal  God  is  thy  refuge,  and  underneath  are  the  ever- 
•  lading  arms  *.*  Here  our  prophet  foretels,  t'hat 
the  Meffiah  was  to  employ  his  mighty  power  m 

judging 

*  Dcttt.  uniih  27. 
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judging  I)is;peopIe,  in  ruling  the  nations,  in  determine 
ing  their  fixture  deiliny,  in  fupporting  tl^.interefts 
of  bis  Ctmrch,  in  defending  and  remunerating  hia 
^ithful  liibjedts,  and  in'  pun]0;iing  thofe  wha  fefufe 
to  fubmij;  tp  his  fceptre  of  riglueoufners.  ,  Th^e  whole 
of  his  adminiftration,  in  ^evidence  and  grace,  (hall 
be  conduced  with  almighty  energy,  as  well  a$  con^. 
fum mate  equity.  1 1  is  added, — The  ifteiJbaU "ft^aii  upon 
me,  &€..  By  the  iiles  may  be  meant,  as  in  chap.  xlii.  4. 
the  Gep tile  nationswho  for  ages  prior  to  tjbe  advent  oC 
thegreatR^deemer^wereimoierfedinignorance,ruper^ 
ilition,  and  idolatry,  and  addidted  to  many  enormous 
crimes  and  abfurd  praftices^  Having  made  known  to 
them,  the  appearance  of  the  Son  of  God,  the  dpdtrine 
which  he  publiflied,  and  the  falvatpn  of  which  he  is 
the  author,  they  were  to  renounce  their  abominable 
cuftoms,  their  expedtation  was  to  be  directed  towards  * 
him,  their  dependence  was  to  be  placed  on  hispower^ 
grace,  and  faithfulnefs,  and  all  their  hope  of  falva^on 
was  to  be  founded  on  bis  mediation  and  promifesr— * 
And  on  mine  arm  Jball  tbey  tru/i.  They  (ball  rely  on 
bis  almighty  power  for  all  thofe  important ,  benefits 
which  are  neceflary  to  prefent  fafety  and  eternal 
faappinefs.  Committing  themfelves  to  him  who  is 
mighty  to  fave,  they  (hall  put  their  confidence  in  his 
compaflion  and  omnipotence,  for  every  blefiing  he 
(lands  engaged  to  beftow  on  thofe  who  believe  and 
obey  him  -^According  to  this  prediction,  the  inha* 
bitants  of  many  of  the  iflands  in  Alia,  Africa,  and 
Europe  have  been  favoured  with  the  gofpel  of  the 
grace  of  God,  and  been  inftrudled  in  the  laving  abi* 
lity  and  tender  mercy  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  hath  be- 
come the  objed  of  their  expedation  and  truit.  Let 
us  thereby  be  .encouraged  patiently  to  wait,  and 
firmly  to  confide  in  him  who  is  the  defire  of  all  na- 
tions, the  God  of  falvation,  who  is  the  confidence 
of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  of  them  that  axe  a^r  " 
offvpon  the  fea. 

6.  Lift 
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6.  Lift  up  your  eyes  to  the  heaviens,  and 
look  upon  the  earth  beneath  :  for  the  heavens 
fliall  vanifli  away  Hke  fmoke,  and  the  earth 
fliall  wax  old  like  a  garment,  and  tl^ey  that 
dwell  therein  £hall  die  in  like  manner :  but  my 
fklvation  (hall  be  for  ever,  and  my  righteouA 
nefs  fhall  not  be  abolifhed;  n 

The  ab(^ition  of  the  Old  Teftament  difpenfa^ 
tion,  to  make  way  for  the  New  Acondmy  of  grace; 
with  the  everlafting  righteoufnefs  and  falvation  of  the 
Meffiah,  is  foretold  id  thefe  words-* JLj^  up  your  eyes 
to  the  heavens  i  fteadily  contemplate  the  magnificent 
objeds  which  they  prefent  to  view.  Behold^  with 
admiration,  their  immenfity,  their  beauty,  fplendor, 
permanency,  and  the  glorious  luminaries  Where- 
by they  are  enlightiied  and  adorned — and  fee  the 
illuftrious  proofs  they  exhibit,  not  only  of  the  exift- 
ence,  but  of  the  majefty  and  grandeur,  the  wifdom; 
power,  and  goodnefs  of  their  almighty  Creator.—^ 
Look  upon  the  earth  beneath,  replete  with  the  riches  of 
divine  goodnefs,  which  the  Moft  High  hath  formed 
to  be  a  habitation  for  the  children  of  men,  and  efta- 
bliihed  that  it  (hould  not  be  removed,  but  continue 
throughout  all  generations.— p^For  the  heavens  JbaU  va^ 
ni/b  away  Uke  fmoke.  The  heavens,  though  pure  and 
tranfparent,  though  Ijighly  ornamented,  and  finely 
illuminated,  (hall  fuddenly  pafs  away,  and  be  feen  no 
more,  at  lead  in  their  prefent  form^  ferving  the  pur- 
pofes  to  which  they  are  now  adapted  — And  the  earth 
Jball  wax  old  Uke  a  garment,  that,  having  been  long 
worn,  hath  loft  its  beauty,  firnuiefs,  and  utility,  be* 
iog  incapable  of  ferving  the  purpofes  to  which  it  had 
formerly  been  applied. — jAid  they  that  dwell  thereirt 
JbaU  die  in  Uke  mahner.  The  inhabitants  of  this  earth 
fliall  not  only  wax  old  like  a  garment^  and  vaniAi 
away  like  fmoke^  which  is  foon  difperfed  and  quickly 
difappears,  but  they  ihall  die  like  other  living  crea« 
tares,  leaving  behind  them  their  moft  efteemed  en« 

Vol.  IV*  C  joymentsj 
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joyments ;  they  ihall  enter  kite  a  new,  permanent 
flate,  wherein  they  (kail  remain  forever.  This  fub« 
jedl  is  forcibly  defcribed  by  the  apoftle  Peter,  who 
declares,  tWt  •  the  heavens  and  the  earth  which  ar« 

*  now,  are  kept  in  ftore,  referved  unto  fire,  againft 

*  the  day  of  judgment  and  perdition  of  ungodly 

*  men  *.*  And  again  he  feys,  that  •  in  the  day  of 
'  the  Lord  the  heavens  (hall  pafs  away,  the  elements 

*  Ihall  melt  with  fervent  heat ;  the  earth  alfo,  and 

*  the  worses  that  are  therein,  (hall  be  burnt  up  f.' 
Such  feems  to  be  the  Hteral  import  ci  the  words. 

Let  us  confidier  them,  in  their  figurative  fenfe,  (in 
which  tbe  heavens  and  the  earth  are  fometimes  men* 
tioned.in  the  prophetic  yritings),  as  denoting  the  ci- 
▼il  and  ecclefiaftical  (late  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  in  general,  and  particularly  of  the  Jewifli  peo« 
pie.  la  this  view  of  the  pi^edidlion,  the  heavens  that 
were  to  vani(h  away,  and  the  earth  which  was  to 
wax  old  lili^e  a  garment,  mky  (ignify  the  diflblutbn 
of  the  Jewifh  church  ahd  (late,  the  abdkion  of  the 
whole  Mofaic  oeconomy,  confifting  of  tbe  rites  and 
worQtip  peculiar  to  that  difpenfation.  In  this  fenfe 
the  weirds  of  the  wnter  of  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews 
are  to  be  underftood,  where  he  fays,  '  1  (hake  not 
'  the  earth-only,  but  alfo  heaven — that  thofe  things 
'  which  cannot  be  ftiak«n  may  remain  ;|,'  There 
was  to  be,  not  only  a  dreadful  concuffion  in  the  con* 
(litui'ions,  facred  and  civil,  that  had  been  formed  a- 
moQg  the  nations,  but  there  was  alfo  to  be  effed:ed 
a  great  change  in  the  Jewi(h  difpenfation.— ^That 
thofe  things  which  cannot  be  (haken  may  remain; 
that  the  kingdom^  of  tbe  Son  of  God,  which,  cometh 
not  with  obfcrvalion,  that  confideth  in  righteouf- 
nefs  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Uo]y  Ghoft,  with 
the  viflble  adminillratioa  of  its.  ordinances,  accom- 
panied by  the  power  of  God,  may  abide  conti- 
nually^ according,  to  divine  appointment.  Thefe 
heavens  were  to  pafs  away,  and  this  earth  was  to 
wax  old.;   they  were  Co  diiappear^  to  make  way  for 

the 

*  2  Rft,  iii.  7.         f  Vcr.  10.        J  Chap,  xii.  26,  z  7. 


VBR.d.   -    PROPHEaES  OF  ISAUH.  jp 


the  kingdoiB  of  JefusClirift«  \^h  its  dodriae^  inftitu- 
tions,  and  privileges*  which,  like  their  divine  Author, 
lliaU  continue  invanablytbe  feme  throughout  all  ages. 
But  myfahaihnJboBbefor  €l>er^  if-c.  Aitildil  all 
the  revolotions  that  take  place  in  this  world,  tlie  fal- 
vation  and  righteoufnefs  of  the  Meifiah  (hall  remain 
uDimpatred,  and  endure  foreyer.  The  falvation  here 
fpoken  of  may  denote  the  everlafting  gofpel^  which 
publiflies  the  great  falvation  of  the  Son  of  God, 
which  reveals  the  way  whereby  it  is  obtained,  the 
various  ingredients  whereof  it  CQciiftSy-and  which, 
through  the  favour  of  God,  proves  the  mean  of  con* 
vcying  it  to  the  children  of  men.— Or  it  may  fignify 
the  ialvation  itfelf^  aa  it  relates  to  the  external  (lat^ 
of  the  Church,  and  their  perpetual  prefervation  and 
fafety;  as  it  refpei^s  alfo  their  internal  and  fpi- 
ritual  date,  -comprehending  deliverance  from  bon- 
dage, condemnation  and  wrath,  right  to  the  favour 
of  God  and  eternal  life,  the  pofieflion  of  the  moft  ex- 
celleDt  gifts  and  graces,  with  progreffive  improve«- 
ment  in  confornuty  to  the  will  of  God.-^This  falva^r 
uon  (hall  be  the  permanent  inheritance  of  the  people 
of  God,  who  (bfdl  enjoy,  without  end,  the  bleffings 
it  contains.  Not  like  the  deliverances  wrought  for 
Ifiael,  from  bondage,  captivity,  and  other  temporal 
calamities,  wherein  they  were  again  £3on  involved, 
it  (ball  endure  throughout  all  generations^  and  ter- 
minate  in  the  pofieflion  of  an  undecaying  inheritance, 
an  everlafting  kingdom,  and  an  incorruptible  crown 
of  ghry.^^jiid  mp  righteoufnefs  /baU  not  be  abol^edf 
The  righteoufnefs  here  intended  may  be  the  lame 
with  that  which  was  faid,  in  the  5th  verfe,  to  be 
Bear,  namely,  the  perfed  obedience  yielded  by  Je- 
fus  Cluift  ta  the  will  of  God,  whereby  the  law  was 
magnified,  and  the  falvation  of  the  Church  was  ob- 
tained. Or  it  may  fignify  the  word  of  righteoufnefs, 
which  ihews  in  what  manner  iinners  become  righ- 
teous  before  God,  and.  how  they  ought  to  walk  in  tdl 
the  ordinances  and  commandments  of  the  Lord 
Uamelefs.     In  either  fenfe  our  prophet  declares,  that 

it 
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it  (hall  not  be  abolifhed,  deftroyed,  pr  made  of  none 
effedl,  but,  being  firmly  eftabliflied,  it  fhall  continue 
for  even— Both  the  righteoufnefs  and  falvation  of  the 
Mefflah  are  everlafting,  and  indifpenfibly  requifite 
to  your  bappinefs.  If  you  are  not  interefted  in  thefe 
precious  benefits,  what  will  all  the  enjoyments  of 
this  world  avail  you,  under  a  fenfe  of  divine  di£- 
pleafure^  and  in  the  profped  of  difiblution.  Give 
diligence,  then,  to  be  found  in  him,  not  having  your 
own  righteoufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which 
IS  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs  which 
is  of  God  by  faith  ^. 

7.  Hearken  unto  me,  ye  that  know  rightc- 
pulnefs,  the  people  in  whofe  heart  is  my  law, 
fear  ye  not  the  reproach  of  men,  neither  be 
ye  afraid  pf  their  revilings. 

The  great  Redeemer  having  demanded  the  atten- 
tion of  his  peculiar  people,  excites  them  to  fortitude 
and  courage,  by  the  conlideration  of  the  imbecility 
and  certain  deftrudtion  of  thofe  who  adl  in  hoftility 
againil  them.  In  the  beginning  of  this  difcourfe  they 
are  defcrib'ed  as  following  after  righteoufnefs,  now 
they  are  addrefled  as  havings  become  in  fome  mea- 
fure  acquainted  with  this  valuable  objeft.  Hearken 
diligently  and  incline  your  ear,  ye  that  know  righte- 
oufnefs, who  apply  your  minds  to  the  ftudyof  theword 
of  truth,  and  to  the  praftice  of  what  it  requires,  which 
of  all  fciences  is  the  moft  excellent  and  the  moftufeful. 

*  •  • 

What  th6  root  is  to  the  tree,  what  the  fun  is  to  the 
world,  what  the  eye  is  to  the  body,  that  is  the  know- 
ledge of  righteoufnefs  to  the  foul;  itfupports,  it  illumi- 
nates, and  proves  its  nobleft  ornamentl  It  is  the  mean 
whereby  falvation  is  attained,  it  is  the  ditUngailhing 
chara<Steriftic  of  the  difciples  of  the  Son  of  God.— 
Would  to  God,  my  brethren,  that  1  could  addrefs 
you  under  this  eftimable  charafter,  but,  alas !  fome 
have  not  this  knowledge,  1  fpeak  this  to  your  fhamef . 
A  ihame  indeed  it  is,  that  any  who  enjoy  the  means 
•  of 

*   Phil.  iii.  9.  f  1  Cor.  %y»  34. 
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of  improvement  are  not  proficients  in  this  valuable 
attainment.  Earaeftly  requeft  that  God  would  open 
the  eyes  of  your  undcrftandings ;  carefully  ftudy  the 
holy  fcripture^,  the  facred  repofitory  wherein  this  pre- 
cious jewel  is  to  be  found ;  faithfully  pradtife  what  you 
know,  and  you  fhall  know  more  and  more  what  to 
praAife.  •  If  ye  continue  in  my  word/  faith  Jefus 
Chriil,  *  then  are  ye  my  difciples  indeed  ♦.* 

The  people  inwbofe  heart  is  my  law.  The  dodlrine 
of  the  gofpel,  the  law  of  righteoufnefs,  the  good  plea- 
fure  of  God  made  known  to  men  for  the  obedience 
of  faith,  are  doubtlefs  intended  in  this  expreflion. 
This  law  is  not  merely  in  the  heads,  but  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people  who  are  addrefled  in  the  vcrfe.  This 
is  the  form  of  dodtrine  into  which,  as  the  apoftle  Paul 
fpeaks,  they  were  delivered,  and  obeyed  from  the 
heart  f .  In  the  words  now  quoted,  the  gofpel  is 
reprefented  as  a  mould,  into  which  the  metal,  when 
melted,  b  conveyed,  in  confcquence  whereof  it  lofes 
its  former  fliape,  and  aflumes  a  figure  exactly  corre- 
fponding  to  the  model  into  which  it  was  caft.  Jn  like 
manner  the  people  of  God,  who  are  renewed  after 
his  image,  have  the  law  of  Chrift  infcribed  upon 
their  hearts,  whereby  an  intimate  correfpondence  is 
eftabliftied  between  the  divine  law  contained  in  the 
fcripture,  and  the  imprelfion  made  upon  their  minds. 
Ardent  afiedlion  is  experienced  to  God's  precepts, 
a  Ilrong  propenfity  is  felt  to  obey  them,  and  a  pro- 
grcflive  conformity  to  them  becomes  their  delightful 
ftudy.  The  knowledge  of  righteoufnefs  is,  in  this  verfe, 
connected  with  the  law  of  God  in  the  heart,  forming 
together  the  peculiar  charader  whereby  the  fervants 
of  the  Mod  High  are  diftinguiftied,  the  new  nature 
whereof  they  are  made  partakers.  Bleiled  is  he  who 
fpake  thefe  words  which  1  have  been  illuftrating,  and 
happy  are  they  to  whom  they  are  applicable.— Thefe 
few  ftrlAures  ought  to  induce  you,  my  brethren,  to 
reconfider  your  real  character  and  fpiritual  ftate. 
Are  your  hearts  and  lives  unrefervcdly  fubjeftcd  to 

the 
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the  law  of  God?  do  you  prefs  after  growing  confor* 
mity  to  his  will?  Are  you  well  fau&iied  to  be  difpofed 
of  by  his  providence,  to  be  governed  by  his  authority, 
and  to  live  devoted  to  his  intereft  and  glory  ?  Do  you 
abandoa  whatever  he  cocnqiands  you  to,  forfake  ?  do 
you  refift  whatever  be  requires  you  to  oppofe?  do  you 
part  with  whatever  hfi  enjoins  you  to  relinquiih  ?  and 
do  you  fuflSn:  whatever  he  appoints  you  to  endure  ?— 
To  you  the  animating  exhortation  is  direded. 

Fear  ye  not  the  repraaeh  ofmen^  &€.  Ye  may  be 
expofed  to  the  malevolent  reproaches,  and  cruel  re«- 
vilings,  of  impious  malignant  men,  who,  by  falfe  ac- 
cufations,  difgraceful  epithets,  odious  afperfions,  and 
flanderous  mifreprefentations,  may  endeavour  to  ren- 
der you  contemptible.  Thefe  bitter  words,  thefe 
deteftible  calumnies,  intended' to  diveft  you  of  your 
good  name,  which  is  preferable  to  great  riches,  like 
iwords  may  penetrate  your  hearts,  and  be  apt  to  crufh 
your  fpirits  :  But  remember,  that  ail  the  indignities 
and  contumelies  which  ye  fuffer  from  the  world  that 
lieth  in  wickednefs,  are  deligned,  by  infinite  wifdom 
and  love,  to  render  you  conformed  to  him  that  you 
call  your  Mailer ;  who,  though  the  King  of  glory,  a- 
dored  by  the  celeftial  hods,  fubmitted,  for  your  fakes, 
to  be  defpifed  and  rejeded  of  men,,  to  be  reproached 
by  the  people,  yea,  to  be  flandered  and  reviled  as  a 
blafphemer,  a  feducer,  and  a  wine*biber.  Forget 
not  the  benedidion  pronounced,  and  the  fupport 
promifed,  by  our  gracious  Lord  to  thofe  who  on  his 
account  are  maligned  and  injured*  '  fileiTed  are  ye 
"  •  when  men  (baU  revile,  and  perfecute  you,  and 
'  (hall  fay  all  manner  o^.evil   againft  you    falfely, 

*  for  my  fake ;   rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad,  lor 

*  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven  ♦.*  *  If  ye  be  re- 
^  proached  for  the  name  of  Ctuift,  happy  are  ye;  for 

*  the  fpirit  of  glory  s^nd  of  God  refteth  upon  you  f  •* 
In  due  time  ye  (ball  be  refcued  from  every  ua- 
jull  calumny,  '  and  he  (haU^  brimg  forth  your  righte- 
'  oufnefs  as  the  light,  and  your  judgment  as  the 

noon- 
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•  noon>day  *.'— Fear  ye  not,  then,  neither  be  ye 
afraid.  Guard  uitb  the  utmofl  caution  againft  that 
fear  which  debilitates  the  mind,  excites  conftema- 
tion,  produces  anxiety,  and  incapacitates  for  duty, 
whiUl  it  difpofes  to  employ  improper  means  for  ob- 
taining relief.  Be  not  difmayed  at  the  profped  of  re- 
proaches and  revilings,  neither  be  terrified  when  ye 
meet  with  them;  the  dread  of  them  might  prove  high- 
ly prejodicial  to  your  bed  interefts,  it  might  imbitter 
your  comforts,  divcft  you  of  inward  tranquillity,  de- 
prive you  of  liberty  of  fpirit,  and  greatly  increafe  and 
multiply  your  miferies.  J5e  not  difcouraged  or  dif- 
qoieted  by  the  malicious  flanders  and  invedives  with 
which  ye  may  be  loaded*  Though  men  may  endea- 
vour to  rob  you  of  your  reputation,  they  cannot  be- 
reave you  of  inward  peace  and  ferenity ;  though  they 
try  to  mifrcprefcnt  your  charafter  and  conduft  in  the 
view  of  the  world,  they  cannot  deprive  you  of  the 
favour  of  God ;  though  they  wreft  from  you  earthly 
pofleffions,  they  cannot  take  from  you  treafures  in 
heaven;  though  by  falfehood  and  calumny  they  en- 
deavour to  frighten  you  from  a  fteady  attachment  to 
truth  and  duty,  they  cannot  hinder  you  from  parti- 
cipating of  thofe  divine  joys,  and  fublime  confolations, 
which  the  faints  of  the  Moft  High  experience,  in  fpite 
rf  the  mahce  and  fury  of  their  adverfaries.  Yield 
not,  then,  to  a  bafe  embarrafliiig  timidity,  afllired 
that  the  lying  lips  (hall  be  put  to  filence,  which 
fpcak  grievous  things  proudly  againft  the  righteous ; 
and  that  God  will  hide  you,  in  whofe  hearts  is  his  law, 
in  the  fccret  of  his  prefence,  from  tlie  confpiracics  of 
men,  and  will  keep  you  fecretly  in  a  pavilion  from 
the  ftrife  oF- tongues  f . — What  illuftrious  examples 
are  recorded  in  the  New  Teftamcnt  of  undaunted 
fortitude,  amidft  a  torrent  of  abufive  language  and 
virnlcnt  reproaches.  What  a  noble  fuperiority  of 
mind  did  the  difciples.of  Jefus  Chrift  difplay,  before 
the  high-prieft,  the  rulers  and  elders  gathered  toge- 
ther at  Jerufalem,  when  they  perfecuted  and  threat- 
ened 
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ened  them.  What  heroic  courage  did  the  apoftle 
Paul  manifeft/  when  accufed  by  the  orator  Tertul- 
lus,  before  Felix,  the  Roman  governor,  as  a  pcftilent 
fellow,  and  a  mover  of  fedition  !  And  in  following 
ages,  the  fervants  of  Jefus  Ghrift,  who  endured  trials 
of  cruel  mockings,  of  fcourgings,  yea,  moreover,  of 
bonds  and  impriifonments,  have  exhibited,  on  memo- 
rable occaiions,  aftonifhing  proofs,  that,  far  from  be- 
ing intimidated  by  reproaches  and  revilings,  they 
gloried  that  tliey  were  counted  worthy  to  fuffer  (hame 
for  the  fake  of  their  Lord  and  Saviour. 

8.  For  the  moth  fliall  .eat  them  up  like  a 
garment,  and  the  worm  Ihall  eat  them  like 
wool :  but  my  righteoufnefs  (hall  be  for  ever, 
and  my  falvation  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion. 

Compliance  with  the  preceding  direction  is  urged, 
from  the  conllderation  that  the  fufferings  of  Cxod's 
people  ihall  foon  be  terminated  by  the  deftru&ion 
af  their  enemies,  whilft  the  falvation  of  Meffiah 
fliall  be  perpetuated  throughout  all  ages.  As  the 
moth  bred  in  the  garment,  and  the  worm  that  is  in 
the  wool,  filenlly,  flowly,  and  effedually  confumes 
the  cbth  and  the  materials  whereof  it  is  compofed, 
— fo  the  weakeft  and  moft  defpicable  inftruments, 
employed  by  divine  Pi'ovidence,  ftiall  certainly  de- 
ftroy  thofe  who  calumniate  and  injure  the  fervants 
of  God,  and  deprive  them  of  their  power  and  in- 
fluence. They  fliall  perifli,  either  by  means  of  the 
cormpt  paflions  they  have  cheriflied  in  their  own 
breafts,  or  by  fome  feeble,  contemptible  inftruments 
raifed  up  for  this  purpofe. — The  other  argument 
is  derived  from  the  perpetuity  of  the  righteoufnefs 
and  falvation  of  Jehovah,  of  which  I  treated  when 
illuftrating  the  6th  verfe  of  this  chapter,  where  the 
fame  truth  was  mentioned.  My  righteoufnefs  and 
faithfulnefs  fliall  continue  to  be  difplaycd  in  the  ful- 
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filmcnt  of  the  promifes  I  have  given  to  my  peculiar 
people,  and  the  great  work  of  &lvation  (hall  be  car- 
ried forward  from  one  generation  to  another,  until 
it  (hall  be  fully  confummated.  And  a&er  my  word 
is  accompli(hed,  my  redemption  completed,  and  the 
enemies  of  my  Church  overthrown,  a  new  glorious 
fcene  (hall  be  opened,  wherein  righteoufnefs  and  fal- 
vation  (hall  eternally  triumph. 

9,  Awake,  awake,  put  on  (Itength,  O  arm 
of  the  Lord  ;  awake,  as  in  the  aacient  days, 
in  the  generations  of  old.  Art  thou  not  it 
that  hath  cut  Rahab,  and  wounded  the  dra- 
gon? 

The  Mefliiah  having  addreflfed  his  chofen  people, 
in  a  manner  fuited  to  the  affli£tive  circumdanccs 
wherein  they  were  involved,  the  form  of  difcourfe  is 
now  changed,  and  the  Churchy  is  introduced  direft- 
ing  earned  fupplications  unto  the  God  of  falvsl- 
tion. — ^The  requeft  is  addrefTed  to  the  arm  of  Jeho- 
vah.  The  ftrength  and  beauty,  the  propriety  and 
elegance  of  the  expreflions,  with  the  import  of  the 
prayer,  claim  peculiar  attention.  Notwithftanding 
God  is  a  fpirit,  that  hath  not  fle(h,  and  boiles,  and 
arms,  like  thofe  which  belong  to  the  human  body^ 
yet,  in  accommodation  to  our  weaknefs,  and  to  al- 
fift  our  feeble  apprehen(ions  of  the  Supreme  Being, 
human  paifions,  and  .')odily  parts,  are  often  figura- 
tively attributed  to  him.  The  arm  of  man  being  the 
inftrument  whereby  he  exerts  the  greateft  ftrength,  , 
and  performs  the  moft  arduous  enterprizes,  it  affords 
a  fit  emblem  of  the  power  of  Jehovah,  whereby  he 
is  able  to  fubdue  all  things  to  himfelf.  This  omni- 
potence is  entreated,  once,  again,  and  a  third  time 
to  awake.  The  repetition  intimates,  that  this  re- 
queft made  deep  impreilion  on  the  minds  of  the  fup- 
plicants  j  it  expreffes  the  fervency  of  defire,  the  feel- 
ing fenfe  of  urgent  neceflity  that  the  prayer  might  be 
fpccdily  granted,  and  the  high  importance  of  the  be- 
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nefit  which  is  a(ked.  Though  he  that  keepeth  If- 
/ael  neither  flumbcrs  nor  fleeps,  and  is  always^ 
attentive  to  their  iituation  and  fafety,  there  are 
fome  feafons  wherein  he  feems  to  be  unmindful 
of  their  dangerous  circumftances^  and  is  therefore 
earneftly  entreated  to  interpofc  in  their  behalf. 
A  remarkable  inftance  of  this  occurs  in  the  44th 
pfalm,  when  the  Church  complained  that  they  were 
tovcred  with  the  (hadow  of  deaths  and  for  the  fake 
of  their  Lord  killed  all  the  dj^y  long.  In  this  deplo- 
rable ftate  tbey  turn  to  the  Almighty^  and  implore 
his  gracious  aid.  '  Awake,  why  fleepeft  thou,  Q 
*  Lord  ?  call  us  not  off  for  ever.*  And  at  the  period 
refefied  to  in  the  prayer  before  us,  when  Providence 
did  not  appear  to  regard  their  diftrefs,  they  cry  with 
iiiiportumty  for  fupport  and  deliverance.  Feeling 
their  afflidions,  convinced  of  their  infufficiency  to 
iffeft  the  relief  tliey  wanted,  they  earneftly  plead 
fur  help  from  on  high,  from  whence  alone  their  aid 
could  come.-— The  difplay  of  omnipotence  is  requeft- 
ed  to  be  like  that  which  in  ancient  times  was  exhi* 
bited,  when  the  mighty  arm  of  Jehovah  was  em- 
ployed in  working  flupendous  miracles,  in  order  to 
accornpliih  the  liberation  of  the  lfi*aelites  from  bon- 
dage in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  to  put  them  in  pof- 
feilion  of  the  glory  of  all  lands.  A  iignal  exertion 
of  mercy  and  power  is  earneftly  entreated.  Mani- 
fert,  O  Lord  God,  thy  omnipotence  and  glory,  fo  as 
thy  ftrong  hand  may  be  feen  working  our  defence 
and  deliverance  ;  and  let  the  help  thou  affords  be  at- 
tended with  fiich  circumftances  as  may  excite  adrpi- 
ration  and  gratitude. — Put  onjircngtb.  Take  to  thee 
/  thy  great  power  and  reign,  aflift,  fupport,  and  de- 
fend us,  amid  the  dangers  and  calamities  whereby 
we  are  opprefled.  Our  enemies  are  many  and 
powerful,  we  have  no  might  to  oppofc  and  vanquiflx 
them,  and  therefore  we  humbly  implore  thy  help 
and  deliverance,  begging  that  thou  wilt  feafonably 
interpoi'e  in  our  behalf,  fo  fhall  we  triumph  ia  thy 
praife, — Awake^  as  in  the  ancient  days^  &c.     Let  thy 
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mighty  arm  remain  no  longer  inadive^  but  put  forth 
thy  invincible  ftrength,  as  in  pail  ages,  when  thy 
glorious  power  cfTefted  the  mod  wonderful  deliver- 
ances  — The  recolledion  of  tormer  mercies  is  both 
ufeful  and  comfortable,  cfpecially  in  feafons  of  di- 
Arefs ;  for  as  divine  difpenfations  are  commonly  uni- 
form, whatever  hath  happened  may  again  happen 
in  fimilar  circumftances,  fo  that  the  experience  of 
former  generations,  as  well  as  of  our  own  times^ 
ought  to  be  improved  for  our  encouragement. 

Art  tbou  not  it  that  bath  cut  Rabab,  &c.  Rahab, 
Mrliich  fignifies  pride,  or  ftrength,  is  a  name  given  in 
fcripture  to  the  kingdom  of  Egypt,  which  was  of 
old  a  very  powerful  nation.  The  royal  Poet,  con- . 
templating  the  magnificence,  eftablifliment,  and  glo- 
ry of  the  city  of  God,  and  predi<?ling  the  numerous 
acceffions  to  be  made  to  the  Church  from  among  the 
Gentiles,  the  firft  which  he  mentions  is  Rahab,  or 
Egypt  *.  This  kingdom,  once  celebrated  for  its  great 
power,  Jehovah  did  cut  or  break  in  pieces,  when  he 
overthrew,  in  the  fea,  the  chariots,  the  horfemen, 
and  all  the  hofts  of  Pharaoh,  and  gave  them  to  be 
meat  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  wildernefs ;  their  bo- 
dies being  cad  afhore,  they  became  the  food  of  the 
wild  beads  of  the  defarts. — And  wounded  the  dragon. 
The  Hebrew  word  tranflated  dragon  lignifies  alfo  a 
crocodile,  remarkable  for  ftrength,  cruelty,  and  cun- 
ning, an  animal  that  frequented  the  river  Nile,  and 
the  marfliy  grounds  in  Egypt.  The  mind  imme- 
diately recedes  from  this  creature,  and  the  literal 
feafe  of  the  expreffion,  and  pafles  to  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  objedl  it;  is  intended  to  reprefent,  the  in- 
human, fubtle,  and  powerful  prince  who  prefided 
over  that  kingdom.  Of  this  pexfecuting  dragon  Je- 
hovah did  break  the  head,  and  gave  him  a  deadly 
wound,  when  he  drowned  him  and  his  mighty  hofts 
in  the  depths  of  the  fea.  The  remembrance  of  the 
glorious  deliverance,  which  was  thereby  effefted,  for 
the  enllaved,  opprefled  pofterity  of  Jacob,  fuggefts  a 
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firong  argument  to  induce  the  Church  of  God  to 
cxpeft  new  mercies  from  him  in  the  time  of  their 
diftrefs,  and  for  this  purpofe  the  fubjeft  is  here  men- 
tioned.— Former  benefits  received  (hould  prove  as  an 
anchor  of  hope,  to  preferve  us  ftedfaft  in  the  day  of 
trouble,  confident  that  he  who  hath  delivered  will 
yet  deliver. 

10.  Art  thou  not  it  which  hath  dried  the 
fea,  the  water's  of  the  great  deep,  that  hath 
made  the  depths  of  the  fea  a  way  for  the  raur- 
fomed  to  pafs  over  ? 

Another  memorable  inftance  of  God*s  feafonable 
exertion  of  his  mighty  arm,  in  favour  of  his  people, 
is  mentioned  in  this  verfe, — //  dried  the  fea.  1  he 
immenfity  of  the  ocean,  the  vaft  multitude  and 
iftrength  of  its  waters,  efpecially  when  greatly  agita- 
ted by  a  ftorm,  render  it  a  moft  tremendous  objedl, 
which  nothing  lefs  than  infinite  power  can  controul. 
How  glorious  the  omnipotence  of  Jehovah,  which 
not  only  raifes  and  calms  that  boifterous  element  at 
his  pleafure,  but  can  eafily  dry  up  its  waters. —  That 
bath  made  the  depths  of  the  fea  a  way  for  the  ravfomed 
to  pafs  over?  ITie  armies  of  Ifrael  having  advanced 
to  the  fea-fliore,  in  imminent  danger  of  being  again 
enflaved  or  deftroyed  by  their  enemies,  who  clofely 
purfued  them,  the  fea  was  inflantly  divided  at  the 
lifting  up  of  the  rod  of  Mofes,  and  opened  a  new 
path,  by  which  the  pofterity  of  Jacob  paffed  in  per- 
fed  fafety  to  the  oppofite  land!  After  winch,  the 
waters  returning  to  their  former  ftate,  all  their  ad- 

verfaries  who  followed  them  \vere  overwhelmed  in 
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the  great  deep.  To  this  aftonifhing  event,  aflford- 
ing  an  illuftrious  <proof  of  the  mighty  power  of  Je. 
hovah,  exerted  of  old  in  behalf  of  his  people,  to  ef- 
fedl  their  redemption  from  the  houfe  of  bondage,  the 
Church  looked  back,  ^s  affording  ample  ground  of 
hope  and  encouragement  in  the  time  of  diftrefs. 
Art  not  thou,  O  Lord  God,  the  author  of  the  won- 
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dcrful  deliverance  to  which  we  allude,  that  we  re- 
coiled with  admiration  and  gratitude,  as  affording 
a  noble  demonftration  of  thine  infinite  ability  to  fave, 
and  a  ftriking  evidence  of  thy  pcrfeft  readinefs  to 
help,  in  feafons  of  trouble  and  perplexity.  This  me- 
morable interpofition  of  thy  mercy  and  power  we 
call  to  remembrance,  as  a  ftrong  incitement  to  the 
cxercife  of  faith  and  hope,  of  truft  and  dependence 
on  thee,  for  relief  from  the  evils  and  dangers  where- 
by we  arc  environed.  ^ 

V 

II,  Therefore  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord 
(hall  return,  and  come  with .  finging  unto 
Zion,  and  everlafting  joy  fhall  be  upon  their 
head  :  they' (hall  obtain  gladnefs  and  joy,  and 
and  forrow  and  mourning  fhall  flee  away, 

/ 

Thcfe  comfortable  words  contain  the  anfwer,  which 
the  Spirit  of  God  didated,  to  the  fervent  prayer  reci- 
ted in  the  two  verfes  immediately  preceding, — the  re- 
ply that  our  prophet  was  direfted  to  give  to  the  ear- 
ned requclls  prefcnted  by  the  Church,  The  fame 
almighty  power  which  had  been  employed  of  old  in 
vindicating  the  pofterity  of  Abraham  from  thraidoni 
in  Egypt,  was  to  be  feafonably  exerted  in  every  ^f;e 
for  extricating  the  people  of  God  from  the  afflidions 
and  oppreffions  whereby  they  were  diftrefled.  The 
intimate  conneAion  between  the  foregoing  ardent 
prayer,  and  the  joyful  aflurances  here  given  of  a  fa- 
vourable return,  fcems  to  be  exprefled  by  the  word 
Tberejbre  in  the  beginning  of  this  verfe.  Prayer  is 
an  ordinance  of  divine  appointment,  and  did  not 
God  honour  his  own  inftitution,  and  verify  his  own 
folemn  declarations,  of  hearing  and  anrwering  the 
fupphcations  of  his  fervants,  they  would  prove  in 
fonie  meafure  vain  and  nugatory,  though  not  alto- 
gether ufelefs.  If  the  perfon  engaged  in  prayer  is 
accepted,  if  the  homage  is  approved,  if  the  lacrifice 
prefcnted  is  an  odour  of  a  fweet  fniell,  if  it  does  ho- 
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nour  to  God,  and  becomes  a  proper  acknowledgment 
of  his  glorious  perfedlions ;  if  in  this  way  be  is  ad-^ 
niitted  to  Communion  wich  his  Maker^  though  no 
other  benefit  refulted  from  this  fervice,  thefe  advan- 
tages ought  powerfully  to  prompt  to  the  performance 
of  the  duty  :^  efpecially  when  it  is  recoUefted,  that 
he  who  is  able  to  do  more  than  we  can  a(k  or  thinks 
bath  promifed  to  grant  comfortable  anfwers  to  the 
fupplications  of  the  needy-  The  Lord  God  hath  not 
faid  to  the  houfe  of  Jacob  feek  my  face  in  vain,  nor 
is  therS  orle  inftance  on  r«:ord,  that  1  know,  of  ear- 
neft  prayer  which  did  not  receive  a  gracious  anfwer 
from  him  who  hears  the  defires  of  the  humble ;  nay, 
he  hath  been  pleafed  frequently  to  give  more  than 
was  aiked.  Such  flrong  encouragement  being  held 
forth  to  importunate  prayer,  the  redeemed  of  the 
Lord  cannot  fail,  by  this  means,  to  obtain  joy  and 
gladnefs  in  their  way  to  Zion, — The  expofition  given 
of  the  words  before  us,  which  occured  in  chapter 
XXXV.  lo.  fupercedes  the  neceffity  of  explaining  them 
at  prefent.  Nothing  farther  feems  requifite,  than  to 
have  pointed  out  the  defign  6f  their  being  introduced 
in  thispaflage. 

12.  I,  even  I  am  he  that  comforteth  you  : 
who  art  thou,  that  thou  fhouldfl  be  afraid  of 
a  man  that  (hall  die,  and  of  the  fon  of  man 
which  (hall  be  made  as  grafs  ? 

After  the  above  digreflion,  if  it  may  be  fo  called, 
the  confolatory  difcourfe  begun  in  the  firft  part  of 
the  chapter  is  continued. — I^  even  I  am  be  that  com-' 
firtetb  pou.  The  Lord  God  doth  not  barely  fay  to  his 
people  that  he  can  comfort  ttiem,  if  he  pleafe,  or 
that  in  fome  tnftances  he  had  adminiftered  to  them 
this  defirable  bleffing,  but  he  affirms,  that  having 
abundant  facred  confolations,  which  will  not  difap* 
point  their  expectations,  and  of  which  none  ihall  be 
able  to  deprive  them,  he  will  not  fail,  on  every  pro- 
per 
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per  occafion,  to  impart  them  to  thofe  who  follow  af- 
tcr  rightcovifnefs,  and  feel  themfelves  weak,  afflicted, 
and  dellitute  of  human  aid.  1  am  he  who  alleviates 
your  troubles,  who  reftrains  your  enemies,  who 
mitigates  your  forrows,  who  removes  the  evils 
that  you  feel  or  fear,  and  who  gives  you  reviving 
promifes '  of  gracious  afliflance  and  deliverance  to 
fuppoit  your  dejedled  minds.  In  due  feafon  I  will 
extricate  you  from  all  the  tribulations  that,  fpr  falu- 
tary  purpofes,  you  now  endure,  and  in  the  mean 
time  you  (hall  have  ftrength  to  bear  them  with  for- 
titude and  patience.  This  blefied  office  the  Lord 
God  is  pleafed  to  aiTume,  this  work  he  appropriates 
to  himfelf,  and  in  this  employment  he  feems  to  glo- 
ry. And  after  his  fervants  have  been  engaged  in 
fervent  prayer  for  the  exertion  of  his  mighty  power, 
he  often  difpenfes  to  them  divine  confolations,  by  the 
faving  ftrength  of  his  right  hand,  and  by  fending 
gracious  anfwers  to  their  petitions. 

IVbo  art  tb&u  that  tboujhould/l  be  afraid  of  a  man  ? 
The  Almighty  calls  to  account  every  individual  of 
his  people  who  yields  to  the  influence  of  the  flaviHi 
fear  of  man,  and  reprimands  the  indulgence  of  that 
criminal  difppfition. — Who  art  thou  that  art  diftreff- 
cd  with  timidity  and  terror  of  a  frail  mortal  creature 
like  thyfelf,  and  behaveft  as  if  thou  hadeft  not  the 
eternal  God  for  thy  helper  and  refuge?  This  pointed 
enquiry  carries  in  it  the  force  of  a  iharp  reproof  for 
indulgence  in  this  unbecoming  temper,  whilft  it 
fcrves  to  Ihew  its  extreme  folly  and  pernicious  ten- 
dency., ^y  giving  way  to  timidity,  you  aft  inconfift- 
CDtly  with  the  manly  fortitude  which  on  all  occa. 
iions  you  ought  to  manifeft ;  yqu  aft  unworthy  of 
that  firm,  heroic  refolution,  which  ought  always  to 
dillinguiih  the  fervants  of  the  living  God.  What 
fuiBcient  reafon  canft  thou  aflign  for  allowing  thy- 
felf to  entertain  a  fervile  dread  of  a  fellow-mortal  ? 
ferioufly  expoftulate  with  thyfelf  on  the  abfurdity 
of  thy  conduft,  now  that  thou  art  interrogated  as  to 
this  matter.     The  fear  of  man  bringcth  a  fnare,  artd 

wherever 
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wherever  it  predominates  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  defi- 
cient in  its  operation. — RecoUeft  the  frail,  uncertain, 
dying  condition  of  the  objeft  that  excites  thy  dif- 
may  and  terror.  The  meannefs,  the  weaknefs  and 
infignificance  of  man,  is  reprefented  in  fcripture  by 
a  variety  of  fimilitudes.  He  is  compared  to  a  iha« 
dow,  that  hath  no  teal  exiilence,  and  \yhich  foon 
vanifhes  away  ;  in  his  bed  eftate  to  vanity  itfelf, 
which  aifumes,  rather  tlian  poflefles  any  fubftantial 
reality  ; — to  the  fmall  dull  that  adheres  to  the  ba- 
lance ; — to  the  defencelefs  worm,  that  is  continually 
in  danger  of  being  cruflied  to  death  ; — to  the  grafs, 
which  foon  decays  and  i^  cut  down  ;  and«— to  the 
flower  of  the  grafs,  which  is  quickly  gone,  flirinks 
into  the  ground,  and  periihes.  Thus  doth  man  fade 
away  in  his  ways.  Why,  then,  lliouldeft  thou  be 
afraid  of  fuch  a  feeble,  Ihortr lived  creature  ?  The 
grcateftand  moft  formidable  of  the  human  race  fliall 
foon  die,  and  be  laid  low  in  the  dull,  and  therefore 
the  tranfitory  nature  of  his  exiftence,  and  certain 
approaching  dillblution,  ought  tp  check  anxiety  and 
dread. — Let  us  remember,  that  thofe  whom  we  moft 
admire,  love,  and  truft,  (hall  die  ere  long,  and  take 
heed  that  we  do  not  plaqe  too  much  affe^on  or  de- 
pendence upon  them ;  that  thofe  whom  we  moft 
fear  and  ftand  in  awe  of,  Ihall  foon  be  removed  by 
death  ;  and,  therefore,  let  us  beware  that  wei  do  not 

in'dulge  in  difmay  or  terror. 

* 

13.  And  forgetteft  the  Lord  thy  maker, 
that  hath  flretched  forth  the  heavens,  and  laid 
the  foundations  of  the  earth  ?  and  haft  feared 
continually  every  day,  becaufe  of  the  fury  of 
the  oppreflor,  as  if  he  were  ready  to  dcftroy  ? 

and  where  is  the  fury  of  the  oppreflbr  ? 

/      •  * 

Having  reproved  that  fcrvile  fear  of  man,  which 
would  dilUub  and  diftrefs  the  minds  of  thofe  who  are 
comforted  of  God,  a  farther  check  is  given  to  this 

fmful 
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fioftil  paffion,  by  Ihewing  its  inconfiftency  with  an 
abiding  recoUedion  of  the  majefty  and  grandeur  of 
Jehovah.-— Notwithftanding  the  Lord  God  hath  chi- 
ployed  various  means  to  preferve  continually  the 
remembrance  of  hiiii  fre(h  in  your  minds^  you  have 
negleded  to  cheriih  frequent  pleafing  thoughts  of 
the  difcoveries  of  his  power  and  prefence,  which  he 
hath  every  where  exhibited.  Though  he  hath  re* 
minded  you  of  his  exiftence  and  glory,  not  only  by 
the  creatures  with  which  you  are  furrounded,  but  by 
the  difpenfations  of  his  providence,  and  ^  the  im<- 
preffions  made  on  your  hearts  by  his  good  Spirit, 
you  have  not  realized  his  perfe^ons,  nor  fuitably 
regarded  his  operations.  How  criminal  this  negleA 
of  thy  Maker,  who  gave  thee  being,  breath,  and  all 
things,  and  endowed  thee  with  the  power  of  remem- 
brance ;— who  created  in  thee  a  new  heart,  and  ad-» 
mitted  thee  iiUo  the  highly-favoured  fociety  of  his; 
Church,  over  which  he  prelides,  and  which  he  guards 
with 'unremitting  care  and  afTedibn.  Juftly,  then, 
mayeft  thou  blufti,  and  be  afhamed  of  thy  tbrgettuU 
nefs  of  thy  Creator, — Thai  ba$b  Jlretcbed  Jortb  the 
heavens^  &c. ;  that  by  bis  omnipotence  formed  and 
extended  the  immenfe  expanfe  of  the  heaven^ ;  that 
fpread  abroad  the  clouds  and  the  firmament,  wherein 
are  placed,  in  admirable  order,  innumerable  glori<jus 
luminaries ;  and  that  eftabliflied  the  higheft  heavens^ 
wherein  the  prefence  of  Jehovah  is  efpecially  en- 
joyed.— And  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  1  iiis 
exprefl^on,  which  refers  to  architedure,  where  the 
foundation  is  the  moil  neceflary  and  important  part 
of  the  building,  that  bears  the  weight  of  the  whole 
fuperftru&ure,  and  gives  it  (Irength  and  {lability,  in- 
timates that  the  Lord  God  not  only  formed,  but  hath 
fo  eilabliihed  the  earth,  that  it  cannot  be  removed 
for  ever. — Since,  then,  the  Almighty  hath  given 
fuch  illuftrious  difplays  of  his  goodnefs,  wifdom,  and 
power,  m  the  creation  and  prefervation  of  the  uni- 
▼erfe,  how  juftly  reprehenfible  is  the  condudl  of 
his  people,  who  reiide  on  the  earth,  contemplate 
Vol.  IV.  E  his 
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his  gloQr  ill  the  heavenft,  and  who  daQy  receive  freih 
prdofs  of  his  loving  kindnefs  and  tender  care,  to  al- 
low this  gracious  God,  and  bis  precious  benefits,  to 
flip  out  of  their  memories,  and  who  do  not  remem* 
ber  hitti  and  his  ways. 

And  hq/l feared  mntmuaUyfVfrydiy,  &c.  ByaA-- 
ing  under  the  influence  of  the  fear  of  man,  deftkute 
of  proper  refpeft  to  God^  who  only  ought  lo  be  fear- 
ed, and  perllfting  in  this  abfurd  praiftice,  you  ad  in. 
Confidently  both  with  your  charader  and  duty.  How 
miferable  the  xrcmdition  -of  perfons  emphatically  de- 
fcribed  by  Mofes,  in  his  laft  folemn  charge  given  to 
aU  ifrael :  '  Thy  life  (hall  hang  in  doubt  before  thee, 

*  and  thou  flialt  fear  day  and  night,  and  flialt  have 
^  none  afliirance  of  thy  life, — for  the  fear  of  thine 

*  heart  wherewith  thou  flialt  fear,  and  for  the  fight  of 

*  thine  eyes  which  thou  flialt  fee  ♦.'  In  fintflar  per- 
plexing, diftrefliiig  circumftances  were  the  people  to 
whom  the  prophet  addrefled  bis  AxicwxxXt^'^BecauJe 
9f  the  Jury  qf  the  opprejjor ^  who,  incenfed  with  rage, 
and  filled  with  wrathful  indignation,  loaded  then^ 
With  bitter  reproaches ;  compelled  them,  by  violence 
and  cruelty,  to  fubmit  to  hard  labour,  to  comply 
with  tyrannical  impofitions,  or  to  endure  the  mo^ 
excruciating  fuflferings.  Such  feem  to  have  been  the 
caufes  of  that  timidity  and  difmay  which  the  follow- 
ing words  are  intended  to  difpel.  And  where  is  the 
fitryoftheopprej/br?  The  queftion  intimates,  that 
the  objed  was  in  reality  a  thing  of  naught,  and  of 
fliort  continuance.  The  oppreflbr  and  bis  JTury  were 
perfectly  under  the  controul  of  the  Almighty,  and 
both  were  foon  to  come  to  an  end.  Though  he  may 
be  great  in  power,  and  fpreading  like'a  green  bay 
tree,  yet  be  (hall  quickly  pafs  away,  and  if  fought  for 
he  (hall  not  be  found.^— What  ftrong  encouragement 
do  thefe  words  adminifter  to  the  people  of  God,  and 
what  a  (harp  reproof  do  they  convey  to  thofc  who 
afflict  and  opprefs  them.  The  total  overthrow  <tf 
magnificent  cities,  the  leaft  veftige  of  which  cannot 

now 
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Aow  be  dUcoveF«d ;  the  tniigical  fate  of  powerful 
empires,  fwept  with  the  befom  of  defkrudkion ;  and 
the  hcmble  death  of  the  perfecutodrs  of  the  Church, 
fugge(L  fucb  a  reply  to  the  enquiry  here  mftde,  as- 
authonzes  us  to  fay,  the  oppreflbr  and  his  fury  ihall 
eie  long  be  fpught  for  in  vain. 

14.  The  captive  exile  haftn^th  that  he  may. 
be  loofed,  and  that  he  fhould  not  die  in  the 
pit,  nor  that  his  bread  fhould  fail. 

Our  prophet  declares,  that  the  perfecutorc^  of  the 
pecyple  of  God,  being  difperfed  and  brought  to  no- 
thing, thofe  who  ^ad  been  hanifhed  from  their  na-;* 
tive  country,  and  thrown  in(o  places  of  confine* 
mcnt  were  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  that  they  might  go 
wherever  they  pleafed.  Being  liberated  from  the 
prifons,  the  loathfome  dungeons,  and  from  the  fet« 
ters  wherewith  they  were  bound,  in  which  they  en- 
dured hunger,  tbirft  and  nakednefs,  pains  and  for-^ 
rows,  through  the  cruelty  of  their  opprefibrs^  they 
were  happily  fet  free  from  wapt,  mifery,  and  the 
dread  of  death,  whereby  they  had  been  grieyoufly 
diftrefied.     In  the  words  of  the  royal  Pfalmift,  •  The 

*  Lord  beheld  the  earth  from  heaven,  to  hear  the 

*  groaning  of  the  prifoner,  to  loofe  them  that  were 
'  appointed  to  death,  to  declare  the  n^me  of  the  Lord 

*  in  2&on,  and  his  praife  in  Jerufalem  ^.'  No  mi- 
fery  fo  complicated,  no  malice  fq  inveterate,  no  power 
fo  great,  from  which  God  doth  not  extricate  hi$ 
faithful  feryants,  Afier  having  fuffered  boaddg^t 
impriibnment,  tortures,  and  calamities  of  various 
kinds,  he  fends  theni  deliverance  in  his  own  good 
time  and  way.  This  predidion,  on  which  it  is  un- 
neceflary  to  enlarge,  hath  been  remarkably  fulfilled 
in  different  periods  of  the  Church,  when  Gud  hath 
commanded  deliverances  for  the  children  of  Jacob, 
and  fruftrated  the  wicked  deligns  of  their  adveriaries« 
Encouraged  by  thisaninuting  confideration,  how  fer? 

vently 

*  Pfal,  cij.  J9-»ar- 
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vently  ought  we  to  pray,  *  O  let  the  fighing  of  the 

*  prifoner  come  before  thee ;  accordiBg  to  the  great- 

*  nefs  of  thy  power,  preferye  thoir  thofe  that  are  ap- 

*  pointed  to  die  *.* 

15.  But  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  tliat  divi- 
ded the  fea,  whofe  waves  roared :  the  Lord 
of  boils  is  his  name. 

With  what  a  magnificent  exordium  is  the  fubjedt 
introduced  contained  in  the  following  verfes.  The 
preceding  part  of  this  difcourfe  was^  directed  to  the 
timid  affiled  difciples  of  the  Mefiiah ;  here  the 
form  of  expreffion  is  changed  from  the  plural  to  the 
fingular  number,  and  our  prophet,  in  the  name 
of  Jehovah,  particularly  addrefies  the  more  eminent 
fervants  of  God  employed  in  advancing  his  kingdom, 
and  the  interefts  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs  in  the 
earth. — To  fuch  he  faith,  /  am  the  Lord  tbyGodj 
the  fbvereign,  omnipotent,  unchangeable  Jehovah, 
who  am  intimately  related  to  thee,  who  have  deli- 
vered thee  from  innumerable  evils,  preferved  thee 
amid  alarming  dangers,  provided  fupply  for  thy  ma- 
nifold neceiiities,  fupported  thee  under  thy  great 
weaknefies,  and  in  every  emergency  have  granted' 
thee  feafonable  help  and  relief. — Ibat  divided  ibefea^ 
to  open  a  fafe  pafTage  for  the  Ifraelites  from  the  op- 
preffion  of  the  Egyptians ;  and  that  keeps  in  conti- 
nual motion  the  immenfe  body  of  waters  whereof 
the  fea  is  compofed.  By  the  fame  glorious  power, 
for  which  nothing  is  impollible,  he  can  preferve  and 
work  deliverance,  with  the  utmoft  eafe,  for  his 
Church,  from  danger  and  calamity,  amid  all  the 
commotions  that  arife  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth.  The  Lord,  who  is  mightier  than  the  noife  of 
many  waters,  ftiUeth  the  tumuks  of  the  people,  gives 
check  to  their  turbulent  paffions,  which  endanger; 
and  might  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  his  chofen ;  or 
who  by  various  means  removes  them  out  of  the  way, 

that> 
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that  no  obftacle  may  hinder  his  fervants  from  the  en-, 
joyment  of  promifed  liberty.  The  fignal  inftances 
of  divine  power  and  providence  here  alluded  to,  fur- 
niflies  complete  evidence  of  the  all-fufficiency  of  the 
Lord  God  to  preferve  his  faints  in  perfed  fafety,  and 
to  extricate  them  from  the  perilous  circumftances 
wherein  they  are  involved.  No  evil,  however  tre- 
mendous it  may  appear,  from  which  he  is  not  able 
and  willing  to  refcue  them. — The  Lard  of  bq/is  is  bis 
name.  He  is  the  Lord  of  all  the  celeftial  hofts,  who^'do 
him  homage/  and  execute  his  pleafure  ;  yea,  all  the 
creatures,  from  the  greateft  to  the  leaft,  the  lumina* 
lies  of  heaven,  every  thing  in  the  earth,  the  fea,  and 
the  air,  is  obedient  to  his  voice,  and  fulfils  his  com- 
mands. He  employs  them  as  he  fees  proper  to  fulfil 
his  purpofes.  This  glorious  charader,  claimed  by  Je- 
hovah, is  replete  with  confolation  to  his  people,  who 
arc  thereby  reminded  of  their  perfeft  fafety  under 
his  prote&ion  Who  hath  all  power  in  heaven  and 
earth,  who  abafes  the  proud,  and  delivers  the  needy 
from  deceit  and  violence. 

16.  And  I  have  put  my  words  in  thy  mouthy 
and  have  covered  thee  in  the  fhadow  ef  mine 
hand,  that  1  may  plant  the  heavens,  and  lay 
the  fovmdations  of  the  earth,  and  fay  unto 
Zion,  Thou  art  my  people. 

* 

The  Lord  God  gives  folemn  aflurance  to  the  Mef- 
fiab,  and  his  myftical  body,  the  Church,  acting  un- 
der his  authority,  that  he  would  conftantly  aSbrd 
them  his  favour  and  prote&ion,  until  the  great  work 
aifigned  them  fliould  be  fully  executed.  The  pre- 
didion  is  delivered  in  the  manner  frequently  adopt- 
ed by  the  prophets,  who  fpeak  of  future  events  as  if 
they  had  adually  taken  place,  to  intimate  the  com- 
plete certainty  of  their  accomplifhment. — /  have  put 
my  words  in  tby  mouth.  I  have  imparted  to  thee  my 
truths,  my  commands,  my  promilesand  tbreatenings, 

that 


5?  LECTURES  on  thb         C»ap,  LL 

that  thou  mayeft  openly  avow  and  confefs  tb?fn  be- 
fore men ;  and^  1  have  given  thee  ability,  liberty* 
and  opportunity  to  communicate  them  to  others^ 
that  my  name  may  be  glorified,  and  the  knowledge 
of  my  falvation  difleminated  throughout  all  the  eartb« 
'^^And  have  covered  tbet  in  the  Jhadtrw  of  mine  band. 
This  expreffion,  which  1  had  occstfion  to  explain 
when  treating  chapter  xlix.  2.  may  here  import,  that 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  his  Church,  were  to  enjoy  perfl^^t 
£:curity,  by  the  power  and  providence  of  the  AU 
mighty,  under  whofe  fhadow.they  were  continually 
to  abide,  of  whom  they  were  to  fay,  He  is  our  re* 
fuge,  our  fortrefs,  our  God,  in  him  will  we  truft.     ^ 

TbiU  I  may  plant  the  heavens^  i^c.  Thefe  word^ 
muft  undoubtedly  be  underftood  in  their  figurative 
fenfe.  The  renovation  of  the  Church,  the  eftabli(h- 
ment  of  a  i)ew  and  permanent  oecoaomy  of  grace, 
by  means  of  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  which  is  here 
intended,  is  exprefled  by  planting  the  heavens,  ^  and 
laying  the  foundations  qf  the  earth.  £)ur  prophet, 
who  deduces  the  principal  images  and  ornaments^ 
which  he  employs  to  illuftrate  and  adorn  his  dif- 
courfe,  from  natural  obj^ds,  in  order  to  magnify  and 
embellifh  the  predi&ed  event,  refers  to  the  planting 
of  a  garden  with  trees  and  fhrubs,  and  to  the  crea- 
tion of  the  world.  By  thefe  beautiful  allufions  he 
illuminates  the  future  by  the  paft,  he  delineates  the 
elegance  and  grandeur  of  the  new  world,  he  refcuea 
the  prediction  from  obfcurity,  and  enables  us,  in 
fome  meafure,  to  form  diftind  ideas  of  his  meaning. 
-^The  heavens  and  the  earth  may  denote;  the  new 
ceconomy  of  grace,  the  better  difpenfation  eftabUIhe4 
by  the  Son  of  God,  which  was  fubftituted  in  place 
of  the  former  one,  that  had  been  corrupted  and  vi- 
tiated, and  which  introduced  a  new  form,  n^w  infti-* 
tutions  and  privileges,  into  the  fpiritual  ftate  of  the 
world.  In  this  new  ceconomy,  the  Lord  God,  accord^ 
ing  to  this  prophecy,  placed  in  fuperior  ftations  all 
thofe  illuftrious  perfons,  whofe  benign  influence  pro- 
duced the  moil  falutary  effedls  in  the  Churchy  and 

entirely 
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entiidy  changed  the  very  face  of  the  world,  with 
refpeft  to  religion.  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Sun  of  righte* 
ottfnefs,  aiofe  with  healing  under  his  wings,  celeftial 
intelligences  proclaimed  peace  on  earth,  apoftles, 
payors  and  teachen,  who  are  fpoken  of  as  ftars,  with 
all  thofe  wbb  hold  eihinent  ftations  in  the  kingdom 
of  God,  enlightened  that  highly-favoured  coramu« 
nity.  The  earth,  which  may  fignify  here  the  great 
madb  of  the  common  people,  who  occupy  inferior 
ftations,  and  derive  falutary  influence  from  thofe 
who  are  inyefted  with  office  and  authority :  them  Je^ 
hovah  declares  he  will  eftabhlh,  and  buUd  upon  the 
Rock  of  ages;  agaioft  which  the  gates  of  hell  ihall 
never  be  able  to  prevail.  The  expreffions  ufed  in 
rdation  to  the  heaven  and  the  earth,  intimate  that 
the  great  work  here  foretold  was  to  be  executed  by 
the  peculiar  agency  of  the  Lord  God,  that  it  was 
gradually  to  rife  to  maturity,  and  to  remain  in  a 
permanent,  flouriihing  condition.— In  confbquence 
of  this  pTomife  having  been  verified,  the  condu6l  of 
men,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles*  was  wholly  altered 
towards  God  and  one  another.  The  Mofaic  cecono- 
my  inftituted  at  Mount  Sinai  was  aboli(bed,  and  the 
pofterity  of  ifirael  were  taught  to  confider  the  Moft 
High,  and  their  brethren  of  other  nations,  in  a  dif- 
ferent light  from  that  in  which  they  had  been  accu* 
ftomed  to  view  them.  The  falfe  deities  worfhipped 
for  many  ages  by  the  Gentiles  were  deferted,  and  the 
homage  that  had  been  given  them  was  withdrawn. 
The  abettors  of  fuperflition  and  idolatry  were  depri- 
ved of  the  ^cendency  they  had  acquired  over  the 
minds  of  men,  and  vaft  numbers  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  earth  adored  and  feryed  the  living  and  true 
God,  of  whom  they  had  hitherto  remained  ignorant. 
In  few  words«  the  fpiritual  fiatQ  of  the  world  was 
changed,  a  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth  appeared, 
2nd  multitudes  of  the  human  race  feemed  to  be  new 
creatures. 

This  remarkable  alteration  was  to  be  accomplifhed, 
that  Jebovab  migbt  fay  to  Zion^  tbou  art  my  people. 

At 
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At  the  period  referred  to,  the  Almighty  was  to  afford 
convincing  evidence  of  the  intimate,  endearing  rela^ 
lion  in  which  he  ftands  connedted  with  his  Church, 
whereby  the  world  was  to  be  conftrained  to  acknow- 
ledge the  laftr^  of  his  glory,  manifeft  in  them,  and  his 
difpenfations  toward  them.  Though  ill  times  pad 
the  people  of  God  had  been  reprefented  as  fa£Uous« 
feditious,  and  troublefome,  men  were  to  be  obliged 
to  own  that  their  ftrength  is  in  the  Lord  of  hofts  their 
God  ^,  that  they  were  his  chofen  inheritance,  who 
(hewed  forth  his  praifes ;  his  peculiar  treafure,  wherein 
he  will  be  glorified.^— Improve,  Brethren,  this  intima^ 
tion  as  a  powerful  argument  to  excite  you  to  live  and 
a£t  fo  that  God  may  not  be  afhamed  to  be  called  your 
God.  From  this  animating  confideration  derive  com-* 
fort  in  all  your  diftrefles,  and  endeavour  to  (hew  that 
you  are  his  people,  by  cheerful  obedience  to  his  au-» 
thority ,  by  firm  truft  in  his  wifdom,  power,  and  good- 
nefs,  and  by  contentment  with  every  circumftance  iq 
your  lot. 

17.  Awake,  awake,  (land  up,  O  Jerufalem, 
which  haft  drunk  at  the  hand  of  the  Lord  the 
cup  of  his  fury ;  thou  haft  drunken  the  dregs 
of  the  cup  of  trembling,  and  wrung  them  out. 

Oiir  prophet  with  great  eameftne/s  addrefles  the 
Church,  afflided  by  manifold  calamities,  whereby 
they  had  been  reduced  to  a  ftate  refembling  that  of 
peifons  intoxicated  with  ftrong  drink.  He  dire(5ls 
his  difcourfe  particularly  to  the  Church  in  Judea,  or 
Jerufalem,.  the  mother  of  all  the  other  Chriftian 
churches,  the  centre  from  whence  they  all  diverged, 
which,  in  the  prophetical  Scriptures,  is  often  fpoken 
of  by  the  name  of  Zion,  or  Jerufalem*  He  repeat* 
edly  calls  upon  them  to  arife  and  beftir  themfelves, 
confcious  of  their  floth  and  unconcern  as  to  their 
fpiritual  ftate.  The  circumftances  by  which  this  feleft 
iocitty  is  defcribed  require  to  be  noticed.     They  were 

inebriated 
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ioebriated,  not  with  wine,  but  by  their  having  drunk 
of  the  cup  of  the  Lord's  fury  which  contains  thole 
terrible  calamities  that  ate  the  effeds  of  bis  dread  dif^ 
pleafure.     Of  this  cup  they  had  not  only  tailed,  but 
they  had  teceived  a  large  draught,  in  confequence  of 
which  they  were  greatly  diilrefled ;  they  were  de- 
prived of  tranquillity  of  mind,  and  reduced  to  a  (late 
of  deplorable  infenfibility. — Of  this  cup  of  fury  and 
trembling  they  had  drunk  the  dregs,  and  wrung  them 
oat;  they  had  (bared  largely  of  very  fevere  afflictive 
evils,  which  had  brought    upon  them  dreafl  and 
trembling.     From  the  intoxicating  quality  of  wine, 
when  dtunk  in  too  great  quantities,  is  borrowed  this 
tremendous  image  of  the  wrath  and  indignation  of 
Almighty  God,  which  is  fometimes  ufed  by  the  writ- 
ers both  of  the  Old  and  new  Teftarnent  to  reprefent 
the  miferable  condition  of  the  objeds  of  the  divine 
difpleafltre.     Remarkable  inftances  occur,  Jer.  xxv. 
15.  and  Mat.  xx.  22.  and  in  the  paflage  under  con- 
fideration«    Calamity  and  forrow,  fear  and  treihbling^ 
infatuation,  angui(h,  and  defpair^  are  the  bitter  ingre« 
dients  that  compofe  this  cup  of  fury,  the  dregs  where- 
of  the  Church  had  wrung  out,  the  debilitating  effedls 
of  which  they  had  experienced.     It  is  remarkable, 
and  worthy  of  attention,  that  as  literal  Babylon  was 
the  inftrument  God  employed  toinflidl  his  judgments 
on  many  nations,  whereby  he  caufed  them  to  drink 
deep  of  the  wine  of  his  wrath,  fo  myftical  Babylon  is 
the  golden  cup  from  which  many  nations  drink  of 
the  wine  of  her  errors,  fuperftitions,  and  idolatries. 
—Let  us  give  glory  to  the  Lord  our  God,  who  hath 
not  put  into  out  bands  the  cup  of  his  indignation, 
and  made  us  driiik  of  it  with  all  the  wicked  of  the 
earth.    "With  giititude  let  us  take  the  cup  of  falva- 
tkm,  and  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lotd,  and  offer 
to  him  the  facrifiee  of  thankfgiving. 

18.  There  is  none  to  guide  her  among  all 
the  Tons  whom  (he  hath  brought  forth  :  nei- 
ther is  there  any  that  taketh  her  by  the  hand, 
of  all  the  fens  that  ihe  hath  brojught  up. 

Vol.  IV,  ^  The 
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The  forlorn,  deferted  ft  Me  of  the  people  of  God^ 
when  fuftaining  the  direful  effeds  of  the  divine  dif- 
pleafure,  is  farther  depided  in  ftrong  and  glowing 
colours.  They  had  not  only  drunk  deep  of  the  cup 
of  God*s  wfeth,  but  they  were  intirely  deftitute  of 
that  relief  and  fupport  which  (hey  might  expe& 
from  their  children,  not  one  of  whom  afforded  them 
fuccour  in  the  time  of  diftrefs*  The  words  feem 
to  allude  to  the  feeble  condition  of  a  weak  female, 
who,  having  contra£ted  great  debility,  and  being  di^ 
ftrefled  with  a  giddineis  in  the  head,  is  incapable  of 
moving  without  being  in  danger,  and  therefiure  re- 
quires the  affiftance  of  ibme  kind  friend  to  lead  and 
itipport  her.  The  Church,  in  a  fomewhat  fimilar  fi- 
tuation,  had  none,  i.  e.  very  few  (for  in  this  limited 
lenfe  fuch  expreffions  muft  frequently  be  underftood 
in  fcripture),  either  rulers  or  minifters,  to  diroA  and 
aifift  them  in  obtaining  deliverance.  Of  all  the  fona 
that  had  been  cheriflied  in  their  bofoms,  who  occu- 
pied civil  or  eccleiiaftical  ftations,  there  were  fcarce- 
ly  any  who  pofTefied  ability  and  inclination  to  ad«- 
fpinifter  relief  and  confolation  to  the  diftrefied,  under 
the  prefliire  of  afflidion.  On  this  account  the  inha* 
bitants  of  Jerufalem  are  introduced,  in  the  book  of 
Lamentations,  bewailing  their  defolate  condition  in 
thefe  mournful  ft  rains:  *For  thefe  things  I  weep» 
^  mine  eye,  mine  eye  runneth  down  with  water,  be- 
^  caufe  the  comforter  that  ihould  relieve  my  foul  i& 

*  far  from  me  :  my  children  are  defolate,  becaufe  the 

•  enemy  prevailed  •/ 

19.  Thefe  two  things  are  come  unto  thee  : 
who  fhall  be  forry  for  thee  ?  defolation,  and 
deflrudtion,  and  the  famine,  and  the  fv^prd ; 
by  whom  fhall.  I  comfort  thee  ? 

Ifaiah  proceeds  to  recite  the  terrible  calamities  the 
Church  had  fuftaintd,  from  which>  through  the  gra^* 

ciQUS' 
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ciou5  interpditiott  of  Jehovah,  they  were  foon  to  e- 
mefge.  By  recdllefting  their  former  deplorable  con- 
ditioo,  and  contrailing  it  with  the  comfortable  flate  to 
which  they  were  to  be  raifed,  the  happy  change 
might  appear  to  the  greater  advantage  — Tbefe  two 
things^  viz.  defolation  occafioned  by  famine,  and 
deftrudion^  effe£led  by  the  fword,  have  happen-- 
ed  to  thee  in  the  righteous  providence  of  God. 
The  foritter  of  thefe  judgments  was  the  confequence 
of  your  fields  and  cities  having  been  laid  watte  by 
the  ravages  of  enemies,  of  your  corns  haying  been 
trampled  down  and  deftroyed,  of  your  pofleflion^ 
having  been  plundered,  and  of  the  inhabitants  ha*^ 
ving  been  carried  away  into  captivity  and  Servitude, 
To  that  the  whole  land  prefented  a  fcene  of  mournful 
defolation.  The  latter  proceeded  from  the  terrible 
dettru^Uon  made  by  the  fword,  and  the  dreadful  ca- 
lamities which  are  the  efFc.^s  of  war,  that  ^xhaufted 
the  ftrength  of  the  ftate,  reduced  you  to  infignifi- 
cance  and  contempt,  and  threatened  your  entire 
OTerthrow.  In  thefe  wretched  circumilances  the 
Lord  faith— J?y  tffhomjball  I  comfort  tbee  f  By  what 
inftrument,  and  by  what  means,  flialli  impart  the 
confolation  which  thy  af&id:ed  condition  feems  to  de« 
mand,  and  which  is  indifperifably  requisite  to  thy 
recovery  from  dejeftion  and  difmay  ?  1  he  eipreffion 
intimates  the  Divine  folicitude  for  the  welfare  of 
thofc  to  whom  the  words  were  addrefled  ;  that  it  wa^ 
difficult  to  extricate  them  from  the  diftreffes  they 
had  felt,  and  to  bring  them  to  the  pofleflion  of  free-* 
dooi,  order,  tranquillity  and  comfort,  Thb  reftora* 
tion  muft  be  his  work  who  makes  wars  to  ceafe  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  wb6  blefles  bis  people  with^ 
peace.  .     . 

20.  Thy  fens  have  fainted,  they  lie  at  the 
head  of  all  the  (Ireets  as  a  wild  bull  in  a  net : 
th^  are  full  of  the  fiiry  ot  the  Lord,  the  re- 
buke of  thy  God. 

The 
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The  feeble,  dejcfted  ftate  of  the  inhabitants  of  Je- 
rufalein«    in  confequence  of  the  direfql  calamities 
which  they  fuftained,   is  here  reprefented  in  very 
moving  terms,  fimilar  to  the  defcription  given  of 
their  lamentable    condition  by  the  prophet  Jere? 
iniah  *•     Through  hunger,  diftrefs  and  fear,  they 
were  deprived  of  activity,  vigour  and  courage,  and 
fpll  down  in  the  ftreets  of  the  city,  languifhing  and 
ready  to  expire.     Exhaufted  and  debilitated  by  va- 
rious means,  they  refembled  a  wild  bull  entangled- in 
a  net,  from  which  all  his  tpilfome  exertions  cannot 
extricate  him,  but,  oa  the  contrary,  the  more  he 
firuggles  the  falter  he  is  held,  and  the  more  he  is 
weakened.  '  Xn  like  manner,  the  citi^iens  of  Jerufa- 
lem,  who  were  ferocious  and  untradable,  and  woul4 
not  calmly  fubmit  to  Divine  judgments,  but  obfti- 
nately  perfifted  in  contending  with  them,  were  re- 
duced to  we^aknefs  and  defpondency — TbeyareJuU 
pfthe  fury  of  the  Lord.     Fury,  yop  know,  when  a-, 
bribed  to  Jehovah,  does  not  fignify  any  uneafy  tu- 
multuous paffion,  a^  it  often  does  when  attributed  to 
man,  but  denotes  his  juft  deteftation  againft  fin,  and 
the  efiedis  of  his  awful  difpleafure   infiided  upon 
tranfgreflbrs.     With  the  dreadful  difplay3  of  God's 
anger,  the  ftreets.of  Jerufalem  had  been  filled. — "The 
rebuke  of  tby  God.     The  feyere  afiflidlions  wherewith 
the  Jewiih  people  had  been  vifited,  were  intended  to 
convince  them  of  their  fins,  to  punilh  them  for  their 
perfidious  rebellious  condud,  to  reftrain  them  from 
wickednefs,  and  to  lead  them  to  repentance.     To 
promote  thefe  important  purpofes,  the  Lord  their 
Qod  reproved  them  (harply  for  their  tranfgreflions, 
^nd  by  various  means  reftrained  them  from  the  prac^ 
tice  of  iniquity. 

. 
2 1.  H  Therefore  bear  now  this,  thou  afflided, 
and  drunken,  but  not  with  wine. 

The 
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The  Moft  High  demands  folemn  attention  from, 
his  affliAed  people  to  the  comfortable  words  be  was 
about  to  deliver  by  his  fervant.  The  citizens  of  Je- 
Tufalem  are  addrefied  as  fore  afilided  by  grievous  ca- 
lamities, the  fwordy  famine  and  peftilence,  accom- 
panied with  thofe  painful  circumftances  which  give 
occaiion  to  the  mod  complicated  diftrefles  of  body 
and  mind.  They  were  drunken— carried  away  by 
delufions,  errors  and  fuperftitions ;  (lupified  by  thofe 
miferics,  of  which  they  confidered  not  the  caufes  -^ 
and  infenfible  of  the  depravity  and  guilt  in  which 
they  were  involved*  But  not  with  wine,  or  intoxica- 
ting liquors,  but  with  the  cup  of  the  Lord's  fury, 
fijll  of  thofe  dreadful  ingredients  which  made  them 
to  tremble  and  be  aflonifhed.  In  this  deplorable 
condition,  the  Lord  God,  who  in  the  midft  of  de- 
fervcd  wrath  remembers  mercy,  claims  their  ^Ltttn- 
ikr\,^^7berefore  bear  now  this.  Since  you  are  ready 
to  fink  under  the  preffure  of  divine  judgments, 
which  you  fuffer  on  account  of  your  tranfgreffion, 
liftcn  to  the  words  of  my  mouth.  ^  Though  1  ftand 
not  in  need  of  your  fervices,  which  cannot  profit 
mc,  yet,  commiferating  your  dillrefles,  1  require 
you  diligeqtly  to  hearken  to  the  meflage  1  fend 
you  byniy  fervant.  If  you  are  offended  at  your 
children  and  dependants,  that  refufe  to  obey  your 
orders,  how  criminal  muft  be  your  condud,  if  you 
regard  not  my  kind  admonitions,  who  am  ready  to 
relieve  you  from  your  troubles,  and  to  impart  con- 
folatioii  to  your  hearts  !  If  you  are  ape  to  murmur 
when  1  do  not  grant  your  rcquefls,  or  delay  to  an- 
fwer  your  prayers,  what  infinitely-greater  reafon 
have  1  to  be  difplea^ed  with  thofe  who  do  not  com- 
ply with  my  rcquifitions,  and .  obey  not  my  pre- 
cepts. 

22.  Thus  faith  thy  Lord  the  Lord,  and  thy 
God  that  pleadeth  the  caufe  of  his  people,  Be- 
hold, I  have  taken  out  of  thine  hand  the  cup 

of 
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of  tremblings  even  the  dregs  of  the  cup  of 
my  fury,  thou  fhalt  Ho  tnote  drink  it  again. 

The  comfortable  aflarance  given  to  the  Church«  of 
deliverrnce  from  the  calamities  they  had  fuftained^ 
as  the  juft  punifliment  of  their  finS|  is  introduced 
with  great  folemnity,  and  exprefled  in  the  moft  en« 
dearing  inanner.  It  is  founded  on  the  fupreme  do*- 
minion  of  Jehovah  over  his  peculiar  people,  from 
which  arifes  not  only  a  rights  but  an  obligation  to 
vindicate  them  from  oppreflion  and  mifery. — Thus 
faith  tby  Lord^  who  hath  avouched  thee  to  be  his 
treafure  and  inheritaoce. — l^be  L»rd^  who  proteds 
thee  by  his  providence^  who  enriches  thee  from  his" 
fulnefs,  who  governs  thee  by  his  laws,  whofe  glo- 
rious fovereignty,  divine  excellencies,  and  gracious 
regard,  thou  oughteft  to  acknowledge  with  humble 
gratitude. — And  tby  God^  who  hath  promifed  to  make 
thee  high  above  all  nations,  in  praife,  in  namei  and 
in  honour,  that  thou  maye(l  be  an  holy  people  unto 
the  Lord  thy  God^  as  he*  hath  fpoken«  By  thus  af* 
ferting  his  intimate  connection  with  them,  they  were 
reminded  that  he  was  folemnly  engaged  to  fulfil,  in 
due  feafon,  the  promifes  made  unto  the  fathers,  in 
which  he  had  pledged  himfelf  to  be  their  defence 
and  deliverer.  They  might  therefore  be  confident^ 
that  he  would  not  negled  to  attend  to  the  diflreifed 
ilate  of  the  Church,  and  in  good  time  to  refcue  them 
from  the  evils  under  which  they  had  long  groned. 
Elpecially  when  it  is  added,  as  defcriptive  of  the 
character  of  Jehovah,  that  he  pleadeib  the  cmfr  (^bu 
people  He  condantly  proteds  and  maintains  their 
belt  interefts ;  be  fupports  them  when  oppofed  and 
opprtffed,  either  by  openly  vindicating  thera  from 
reproach  and  perfecution,  or  by  fecretly  overturning 
the  mifchievous  plots  devifed  againft  them.  Tnis 
kind  interpofitionof  the  Almighty,  in  behalf  of  his 
Church,  was  of  old  gratefully  acknowledged  in  thefe 
words,  •  O  Lord,  thou  haft  pleaded  the  caufes  of  my 
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•  fo^l,  thou  haft  redeemed  iny  life  ♦/  You,  there- 
fore, who  wall^  before  God  in  truth,  and  hppe  in  hia 
mercy,  ought  to  derive  aipple  encouragement  from 
this  amiable  chara^er  of  Jehovah,  to  truft  in  him  for 
fopport  under  all  your  2£^€dons.'^BeboldIbavetaktn 
M  oftbiM  h4ind  the  cup  ^trembUng,  ^  c.  How  reviving 
the  intimation,  of  freedom  from  all  the  evils  contain* 
ed  in  the  f:up  of  aftonifhment,  of  which  they  had 
been  in^de  to  drink.  efpeci^Uy  when  accompanied 
with  the  afluranqf)  that  they  were  no  more  tp  t»fl;e  its 
bitter  ingredients.  To  thefe  comfortable  circumftan- 
cef  ferious  attention  is  demanded  from  the  defpond- 
ing  people  of  Qod,  as  opening  fourcf  s  of  pleating  ex- 
peiftation  md  genuine  conCblatipn. 

33.  But  I  will  put  it  into  the  hand  of  them 
that  afflict  thee  :  which  have  faid  to  thy  foul» 
Bow  down,  that  we  may  go  over :  and  thou 
haft  laid  thy  body  as  the  ground,  and  as  the 

ftrcet  to  them  that  went  over. 

•  > 

As  a  farther  ground  of  comfort  to  the  afflided 
Church,  Jehovah  promifes  to  convey  the  cup  of 
trembling,  of  which  they  had  plentifully  fhared,  into 
the  hand  of  their  enemies  and  oppreiTors.  God,  who 
had  been  juftly  difpleafed  with  his  people,  had  gi- 
vch  them  into  the  power  of  their  foes,  who  had  grie- 
voufly  diftrcfled  them,  and  (hewed  them  no  mercy  ; 
he  therefore  determined  to  repay  the  injuries  done 
to  his  Church,  and  with  whkt  meafure  their  perfecu- 
tors  had  meted,  to  meafure  to  them  again.  Accord- 
ingly, he  declares  that  he  would  put  into  their  hands 
the  fame  cup  of  fury  of  which  they  had  caufed  others 
largely  to  drink.  Such  juft  retaliation,  fuch  righteous 
vengeance,  hath  been  often  experienced  by  the  advert 
fanes  of  God's  people,  as  the  king  of  Jerufalem,  the 
Edomites,  and  the  Babylonians,  with  many  others, 
have  been  compelled  to  acknowledge. — IVhicbbave 
fdid  to  tby  foul^  &c.     Such  was  the  proud  infulting 

languajii 
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language  ufed  by  thofe  who  were  to  have  the  cup  of 
trembling  put  into  their  hands:  They  rigoropfly  de- 
manded from  the  fervants  of  the  Almighty  that  they 
had  got  into  their  power,  the  n^oft  implicit  fubjeftion 
to  their  tyrannical  mandates,  as  a  teftimony  of  the 
ignominious  fervitude  to  which  they  weire  reduced. 
Theexpreffion  plainly  intimates  the  very  humiliating 
abjed  condition  in  which  they  were  detained  by 
thofe  who  haughtily  triumphed  over  them,  and  treat- 
ed them  with  the  greateft  contempt.  And  fuch  was 
their  miferable  ftate,  that  they  were  obliged  to  obey 
the  infolent  orders  of  their  imperious  fnafters.  The 
divine  mercy,  juftice  and  veracity  were  to  be  dis- 
played in  the  condign  punifhment  of  thefe  inhuman 
perfecutors,  and  in  the  deliverance  of  the  godly,  *  fo 

*  that  men  fhall  fay.  Verily  there  is  a  reward  for  the 

*  righteous,  verily  he  is  a  God  that  judgeth  in  t&e 

*  earth.' — PfaL  Iviii.  ii. 


PRELL 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

THE  introduAion  to  the  long  prophetic  narration 
which  commences  iii  the  next  chapter,  and  es:« 
tends  to  the  fixtieth  chapter,  inclufive,  probably  be- 
gins at  the  feventeenth  verfe  of  the  fifty-firft  chap- 
ter, and  is  continued  in  the  one  now  to  be  confider- 
cd.    The  difcourfe,  of  which  the  exordium  lies  be- 
fore us,  deKneates  the  fortunes  of  the  Church,  from 
the  manifeftation  of  the  Son  of  God  in  the  flefh,  unto 
the  end  of  the  world.  U  may  be  diftributed  into  feve- 
ral  fedions,  that  treat  of  the  following  fubjefts.  The 
profound  humiliation,  and  complicated  fufferings  of 
the  great  Meffiah,  with  their  caufes  and  confequences« 
are  related  in  chapter  53d. — ^The  vaft  increafe  which 
the  Church  was  to  receive,  from  the  acceffion  of  the 
Gentiles,  after  the  glorious  Redeemer's  obedience, 
fufferings,  and  death,  are  defcribed  in  chapters  54tli 
and  55th.— The  controverfies  that  were  to  ariie  re- 
fpeding  fome  important  topics,  and  the  corruptions 
that  were  to  creep  into  the  Church,  which  were  to 
be  the  occafion  of  many*  fubmitting  to  martyrdom^ 
are  pointed  at  in  chapters  5bth  and  57th.— Depra- 
vity of  manners,  and  the  vitiated  inftitutions  obferved 
by  the  Church,  whi^h  were  to  bring  upon  them  the 
awful  difpleafure  of  Almighty  God,  and  to  expofe 
them  to  the  fury  of  their  adverfaries,  are  the  fubjedts 
treated  in  chapter  58th,  and  part  of  chapter  59th.— 
When  in  this  deplorable  ftate,  Ifaiah  foretels  that 
God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  was  to  efTedt  their  de« 
liverance,  and  to  ^take  vengeance  on  their  enemies, 
by  illuftrious  difplays  of  his  power  and  majefty,  chap- 
ttt  S9th,  to  the  end.— The  very  happy  and  honour- 
able condition  to  which  the  Church  was  to  be  ad- 
vanced,  through  the  abundant  communications  of 
divine  grace,  after  having  fuftained  various  conflidts, 
is  depided  in  the  mod  fpiehdid  colours,  under  a  va- 
riety of  beautiful  images,  oy  which  the  flourifhing 
ftate  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  in  the  latter  times,  is 
Vol.  IV.  G  exhibited 
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exhibited  in  chapter  6oth.*~The  predidions  contain- 
ed in  this  large  prophetic  difcourfe  are  momentous 
and  interefting,  the  confolations  with  which  they  are 
mixed  are  pure  and  fublime^  the  reproofs  are  necef^ 
fary  and  pungent,  and  the  exhortations  are  pathetic 
and  feafonable. 

Our  prophet  begins  that  portion  of  bis  introdudion 
on  which  we  now  enter,  by  calling  the  fervants  of 
God  to  adopt  fuch  modes  of  worfliip  as  w^e  fuited 
to  the  more  glorious  difpenfation  wherewith  thcy^ 
were  favoured,  fpecifying  the  grounds  upon  which 
his  exhortation  was  founded,  verfe  i — }•- «>He  then 
(hews  that  their  deliverance  from  fervitude  and  cap- 
tivity,  both  tenaporal  and  fpiritual,  fufficiently  evtn* 
ced  the  neceffity  of  compliance  with  his  requifi* 
tion,  verfe  4-— 6.-^The  excellence  and  magtiitude 
of  the  benefit  of  the  gofpel,  to  be  promulgated 
throughout  the  whole  world,  is  next  celebrated 
with  joy  and  triumph,  verfe  7—10, — The  minifters 
of  the  word  are  then  excited  to  engage  in  their  ar<- 
duous  work,  by  the  gracious  aflurance  of  the  Divine 
protedionand  patronage,  verfe  11,  xa.^^^After  which 
the  humiliation^  obedience  and  fuffin'ings  of  the  Mef- 
fiah  are  brought  forward,  with  his  fubfequent  exalta- 
tion, as  the  bafis  on  which  the  grand  and  diftin- 
giiifhing  glories  of  the  kingdom  of  God  was  to  be 
eftablilhed,  verfe  13 — 15. 


CHAP.    Lll. 


AWAKE,  awake,  put  on  thy  ftrength,  O 
Zion,  put  on  thy  beautiful  gannents,  O 
Jerufalem  the  holy  city  :  for  henceforth  there 
ihall  no  more  come  into  thee  the  uncircum- 
cifed^  and  the  unclean. 


Thefe 
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TheiSe  ankaating  words  were  obvioufly  direfted 
to  the  Chuicby  affli6led  with  manifiild  calamities, 
which  &X  a  long  time, they  had  foftaiaed,  and 
which  had  leduced  them  to  a  ftate  of  inat^vity  and 
iadoience.  They  were  called  upon,  with  great  ear^ 
neftnefs,  to  arife  and  beftir  themfelves  in  faithfully 
improving  the  means  God  had  appointed,  in  order 
to  their  receiving  the  accompliihment  of  the  pro« 
mifes  made  unto  the  fathers.  And,  left  they  might 
prove  inattentive  to  this  important  buiinefs,  the  call 
is  repeated  once  and  again,  Jwake^  Ofmake.  The 
Hebrew  word  here  ufed  denotes  any  kind  of  excita« 
tion,  whether  refpefking  the  body  or  mind,  fo  that 
the  expreffion  may  fignify,  that  the  duty  demanded 
of  them  required  that  they  immediately  lay  a(ide  in* 
dolence  and  fecurity,  and  he  attentive  to  the  long- 
expelled  Meifiah,  and  the  falvation  he  was  to  effed, 
wluch  were  foon  to  be  exhibited.  At  the  9th  verfe 
of  the  preceding  chapter,  this  requeft  was  directed  to 
the  arm  of  Jehovah,  at  the  17th  verfe  it  was  addrefled 
to  the  Church,  and  to  them  it  is  here  repeated  under 
the  well-known  defignation  of — ^Zioji,  and  Jerufakm 
the  bafy  cky.  The  literal  Jerufalem  at  this  time  could 
not  properly  be  called  holy,  on  account  of  the  fanc« 
tity  of  its  inhabitants.  But  this  cbaraAer  is  be* 
ftowed  upon  it,  becaufe  God  had  appropriated  that 
city  to  be  his  peculiar  refidence,  becaufe  he  had  ap- 
pointed the  moft  (blemn  fervices  of  his  worihip  to  be 
performed  there,  and  becaufe  it  afforded  an  eminent 
type  of  the  Church  of  God  under  the  New  Teila* 
meat,  which  is  fandlified  by  the  will  of  God,  and  by 
the  blood  and  Spirit  of  bis  Son. 

Put  M  tbyjlrengtb,  0  Zion,  &c.  The  Church  ha* 
ving  requefted  the  arm  of  Jehovah  to  put  on  his 
ftrength,  to  exert  his  omnipotence,  that  he  might  ac* 
compliih  their  deliverance,  the  Lord  God  now  in- 
vites them  to  put  on  their  Arength,  that,  in  the  lively 
exercife  of  unfliaken  dependence,  they  might  expedk 
the  fal$hnent  of  his  promifes.  The  Hebrew  word 
bent  tianflated  ftrength,  flgnifies  any  peculiar  ex- 
cellence 
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cellence  that  cionftitates  the  worth  and  value  of  an 
objedl,  and  renders  it  defirable  and  ufefui.  When 
applied  to  the  people  of  God,  it  denotes,  the  power 
and  vigour  of  the  fpiritual  life,  from  whence  all  its 
exercifes  and  habits  proceed,  and  on  which  they  de- 
pend. This  ftrength  of  the  inward  man  arifes  chiefly 
from  faith  and  hope  in  God,  which  eftabliih  the 
heart,  endow  with  diftinguiflied  excellence,  enable 
to  overcome  fpiritual  enemies,  to  depend  on  Chrift 
Jefus  the  Lord,  and  to  do  the  will  of  God.  To  put 
on  this  ftrength,  as  here  direded,  is  to  be  furnifhed 
and  entirely  clothed  with  it,  as  with  a  garment,  that 
£b  they  might  be  capable  of  the  vigorous  exercife  of 
every  grace  and  virtue  fuitable  to  the  fubjeds  of  the 
kingdom  of  God^^^Put  on  tby  beautijiil  garments^  O 
yerufalem.  The  graces  and  amiable  difpofitions 
that  adorn  the  minds  of  God's  fervants,  are  often 
mentioned  in  fcripture  under  the  well-known  em- 
blem of  garments,  that  clothe  and  decorate  the  body. 
In  this  figurative  fenfe  the  expreflion  muft  be  un- 
derftood  here,  fignifying  humility  and  meeknefs, 
goodnefs,  righteoufnefs  and  truth,  patience,  refigna- 
tion  and  joyfulnefs,  with  all  tbofe  gracious  tempers 
which  they  who  have  their  hearts  purified  by  faith, 
appear  clothed  before  the  world.  Thefe  are  the  per- 
fumed garments  of  the  Church,  which  diffufe  every 
where  a  grateful  fragrance  ;  thefe  are  the  clothing 
and  the  ornament  of  the  new  man,  created  in  Chrift 
Jefus  unto  good  works ;  thefe  are  the  rich  attire,  the 
fplendid  and  honourable  robes  of  holinefs,  fpoken  of 
in  the  i  loth  facred  ode.  This  lovely  habit  they  are 
direded  to  put  on,  that  they  may  walk  worthy  of 
the  Lord,  and  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  to  which  they 
belong. 

For  henceforth  there JbaU  no  more  come  unto  tbee^  8tc. 
The  more  excellent  and  comprehenfive  this  aflli- 
ranee,  given  to  the  Church,  the  more  difficult  it  is  to 
demonttrate  its  real  import.  To  come  into  the  fociety 
of  the  faithful,  muft  fignify  more  than  barely  to  en- 
ter among  them  p  it  is  to  become  a  member  of  theic 

community, 
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community,  to  (hare  in  their  peculiar  privileges,  to 
ad  fuitably  to  their  profeflion,  engagements  and  pro- 
fpeds.  The  pbrafe,  I  apprehend,  is  of  fimilar  im- 
port with  that  ufed  in  the  Mofaic  law,  of  coming  in- 
to the  congregation  of  the  Lord.  Do  you  inquire, 
were  ever  the  uncircumcifed  and  the  unclean  admitted 
into  the  Ifraelitiih  church  ?  If  they  never  were  re- 
ceived into  their  fociety,  how  could  Ifaiah  with 
propriety  foretel,  that  perfons  of  this  defcription 
ihould  no  more  be  allowed  to  come  among  them.  It 
is  probable,  that  in  times  of  general  corruption, 
when  fuperftition  and  idolatry  were  patronized  by 
men  in  high  ofEce,  and  pofleiling  extenfive  authority, 
fuch  people  were  admitted  into  the  fan£tuary  of  God, 
a  circumftance  that  would  doubtlefs  greatly  diftrefs 
thofe  that  were  Ifraelites  indeed.  Viewing  this  pro- 
inife  as  chiefly  refpeding  the  Church  under  the  New 
Teftament,  the  perfons  mentioned  are  the  uncircum- 
cifed in  heart,  who  have  not  been  diveiled  of  carnal 
prejudices  and  corrupt  affedions,  who  continue  ad- 
dided  to  the  fins  that  adhere  to  the  body  of  lin  and 
death,  and  confequently  are  unfit  for  intercourfe  with 
God,  who  is  holy.  The  predidion  accords  with 
other  declarations  in  fcripture,  which  affirm  that  *  the 

*  people  of  God  ihall  be  all  righteous,  and  that  there 

*  fhall  not  enter  into  Jerufalem  anything  that  defile  th/ 
The  Church,  indeed,  hath  never  been  able,  in  any 
period,  to  exclude  wholly  from  their  communion  the 
hypocritical  and  profane ;  and  therefore,  i  fupi>ofe, 
that  our  prophet  means  only  to  affirm,  that  the  ilate 
of  the  Church  under  the  New  Teftament,  being  very 
difierent  from  what  it  was  under  the  former  difpenfa- 
tion,  no  perfon  was  to  be  eftimated  a  real  member 
of  that  facred  community,  who  was  not  cleanfed 
from  filthineis,  both  of  the  fle(h  and  of  the  fpirit. 
Thosgh  hypocrites  and  finners,  notwithftanding  pro- 
per difcipline  is  exercifed,  may  aflbciate  with  th« 
laints  of  the  Moft  High,  they  cannot  be  confidered  as 
genuine  members  of  their  fociety,  or  as  belonging  to 
the  houfehold  of  God,  which  is  compofed  of  thofe 

who 
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who  are  adualljr  holy.— What  avails  the  fliadow, 
without  the  fubftance ;  a  name  to  live,  whilft  thofe 
oa  whom  it  is  beftowed  are  really  dead  ?  What  be- 
nefit to  hold  the  charader  and  the  fign,  de/litute  of 
internal  holy  difpofitions,  and  the  fubftantial  bleffings 
thereby  fignified.  He  who  was  dead  and  is  aUve, 
knows  the  blafphemy  of  them  that  fay  they  are  Chri* 
flians,  and  are  not.  Do  you,  then,  follow  the  apoftle 
Paul's  advice ;  *  Prove  your  own  felves,  know  that 
^  Jefus  Chrift  is  in  you,  except  ye  be  reprobates  *•' 

2,  Shake  thyfelf  from  the  duft  :  arife,  and 
fit  dowri,  O  Jcrufalem :  loofe  thyfelf  from  the 
bands  of  thy  neck,  O  captive  daughter  of 
Zion. 

The  dejedted  Church  of  God  is  farther  diredled  to 
prepare*  for  enjoying  the  accompli(hment  of  the  pro<- 
mifes  that  had  been  given  as  the  ground  of  their  hope 
and  ^encouragement. — ^Their  beauty  and  fplendour 
had  been  greatly  fullied  and  obfcured  by  the  poUu* 
ted,  forrowful  ftate  into  which  they  had  been  preci- 
pitated, by  thofe  afflidions  which  were  the  figns  of 
the  Divine  difpleafure,  by  falfe  prejudices,  by  cor* 
rupt  doArines  and  pradlices  that  abounded  among 
them»  and  by  their  intimate  intercourfe  with  worldly, 
hypocritical  people,  who  occupied  the  outer  court 
of  God's  houfe.  From  this  duft  that  adhered  to  them, 
they  were  required  to  ihake  themfelves,  that  they 
might  be  free  from  thofe  things  whereby  they  bad 
been  encumbered  and  contaminated,  and  which  had 
fpoiied  their  purity  and  excellence.  They  were  re* 
quired  to  diveft  themfelves  of  the  grief  and  forrow 
wherein  they  had  indulged »  and  to  put  away  what* 
foever  might  hinder  them  from  giving  a  fuitable  re- 
ception to  the  kingdom  of  God. — If  difl^ent  defcrip- 
tions  of  perfoos  are  intended  by  the  defignations  un- 
d^r  which  they  are  addrefled,  Jerulalem  may  denote 

the 
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the  dtoeiis  at  large;  and  the  daughter  of  Zbn  may 
figoify  the  principal  perfom  in  the  community,  both 
dril  and  ecckfiaftical.  On  them  Ifaiah  calls  to 
er^e^  from  that  ftate  of  depreffion  in  which  tliey 
had  lon^  remained,  that  they  might  attain  a  more 
ba{qp7  and  elevated  condition.  To  this  he  imme-* 
diately  fubjoins,  ^  dowfLt  and  compofe  yourfelves, 
for  the  enjoyment  of  that  comfortable  ftate  promifed 
to  the  people  of  God,  wherein  they  ihall  be  bleiP« 
ed  with  tranquillity  and  fafety,  with  e^ry  thing 
neceflary  to  thueir-  felicity.-^Xio^  tl^fclf  ftem  the 
bands  ofiby  neck^  whereby  you  have  been  detained 
in  captivity  and  iervitude  to  thofe  who  have  afflicted 
and  opprefled  you.  Put  off  the  bands  of  traditions, 
by  which  you  have  been  held  in  bondage  to  the  ^ 
thers,  from  whom  tfaey  were  handed  down  to  you, 
and  with  them  the  yoke  of  the  Mofaic  law,  which 
neither  you  nor  your  fathers  were  able  to  bear;  that, 
being  relieved  from  thefe  incumbrances,  you  may 
enjoy  the  glorious  liberty  of  .the  children  of  God. 
This  direAqon  may  remixid  us,  that  it  is  oar  indifpen^ 
fibk  duty  to  endeavour  to  difengage  ourfelves  from 
whatever  might  injure  our  heft  interefts,  and  to  ufe 
the  means  prefcribed,  in  cinder  to  obtain  deliverance 
ftom  the  evils  by  which  we  have  been  embarraffed. 

3.  For  thus  faith  the  Lord,  ye  have  fold 
yourfelves  for  nought :  and  ye  fhall  be  re- 
deemed without  money. 

» 

A  powerful  argument  is  adduced  in  thefe  words, 
to  enforce  c^ompl^mce  with  tfae£)regoing  exhortation. 
Thus  faith  Jehovah,  who  pcdTeiies  eternal  unchange- 
thie  essence,  and  who  faithfully  fulfils  all  the  pro* 
mifes  he  hath  given  to  his  people^  on  wh^fe  veracity 
ye  may  conftantly  ditpeviA.-^I^^b/rve  fold  yourfihes 
far  nougbi^  &c.  What  is  here  aflirted  is  equally 
true,  in  refpedl  both  of  temporal  and  fpiritual  thrat- 
dora.     The  pofterity  of  Ifrael  were  enflaved  by  the 

Egyptians, 


56  LECTURES  on  TftE         Cma*  .  UL 

> 

Egyptians,  who  grievoofly  •pprefled  them,  and  de-» 
rived  great  advantages  from  their  labours  and  fervid 
tude,  for  which  the  children  of  Jacob  received  no 
adequate  compenfation.  From  this  bondage  they 
were  refcued,  not  by  their  own  power  or  prowefs,  or 
by  any  price  they  laid  down  to  purchafe  their  free- 
dom, but  by  the  fovereign  mercy,  and  almighty 
power  of  Jehovah,  who  gracioufly  interpofed  in  their 
behalf,  and  brought  them  forth  from  the  land  where^ 
in  they  were  oppreiTed,  with  a  ftrong  hand  and 
firetched-out  arm.  And  afterwards,  when  they  were 
led  away  captive  by  the  Aflyrians  and  Babylonians, 
far  from  receiving  any  equivalent  for  their  fervitude* 
they  were  treated  with  feverity  and  cruelty,  and  for 
a  long  period  unjuitiy  detain^  in  flavery.  Again 
God  in  mercy  was  pleafed,  according  to  the  promifes 
made  unto  the  fathers,  to  raife  tip  the  king  of  Perfia 
to  accomplifh  their  deliverance,  and  without  price 
to  fet  them  at  liberty.— -But  the  words  before  us  have 
been  more  amply  verified,  in  their  figurative  fenfe,  to 
the  Church  of  God  at  large.  For  that  which  could 
not  profit  them, — they  gave  themfelves  up  to  work 
iniquity ;  they  became  the  fervant^  of  divers  lufts  and 
pleafures ;  they  were  led  captive  by  the  god  of  this 
world  ;  they  were  fubjedl  to  the  rigid  demands  of  the 
law,  which,  like  a  fchoolmafler,  exercifed  them  with 
much  feverity.  When  in  this  forlorn  ftate,  fin  reigned 
unto  death,  they  were  redeemed  without  money. 
The  great  Mefliah  appeared  in  the  fulnefs  of  time, 
to  put  an  end  to  fin,  to  deflroy  its  empire,  and  to  ex* 
piate  its  guilt,  to  triumph  over  principalities  and 
powers,  and  to  endure  the  curfe  of  the  law.  By  ge- 
neroufly  efftding  tbefe  great  purpofes,  he  redeemed 
his  Church  out  of  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  not 
with  corruptible  things,  fuch  as  filver  and  gold,  but 
by  his  own  precious  blood  :  he  laid  down  his  life  a 
ranfom  for  our  deliverance. — By  the  immenfe  price 
paid  for  our  redemption,  and  the  very  liberal  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  given,  permit  me  to  urge  you  to 
give  all  diligence,  that  you  may  participate  in  this  in- 
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efthnable  benefit,  to  avoid  every  thing  inconfiftent 
with  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God,  and  to 
endeavour  to  preferve  a  treafure  fo  dearly  purchafed. 
Frequently  review  this  wonderful  fubjedt,  attentively 
think  of  the  aftoniihing  kindnefs  of  the  compafEonate 
Saviour,  who  accomplUhed  the  arduous  work  of  fet- 
ting  free  his  Church  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death, 
that  they  might  have  their  fruit  unto  holinefs,  and 
in  the  end  everlafting  life. 

4.  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  My  people 
went  down  aforetime  itito  Egypt  to  fojourn 
there,  and  the  Aflyrian  opprelTed  them  with- 
out caufe* 

The  circumftances  mentioned  in  thefe  words,  the. 
opprefled  condition  of  God's  people,  ferve  to  fliew 
the  worth  and  necefiity  of  the  redemption  fpoken  of 
in  the  foregoing  veife.  The  ppfterity  of  Ifrael, 
whom  God  had  chofen  for  his  peculiar  people,  went 
down  into  the  land  of  Egypt  at  an  early  period,  not 
to  occupy  that  country,  but  merely  as  llrangers  to 
fojourn,  and  there  they  were  mod .  unjudly  and 
auelly  afflidled ;  notwithftanding  the  prefervation  of 
the  Egyptians  from  the  terrible  effedls  of  famine, 
was,  under  God,  to  be  attributed  to  Jofeph,  one  of 
the  fons  of  IfraeL  The  Afiyrians  and  Chaldeans 
afterward,  though  they  could  afilign  no  good  reafon 
for  their  condudt,  inflamed  by  the  lull  of  conqueft 
and  domination,  fubdued,  and  then  treated  them  with 
unrelenting  feverity.  From  all  the  hardihips  which 
they  fufiered,'the  Lord  God,  who  delivers  the  needy 
when  they  call  upon  him,  was  mercifully  pleafed  to 
extricate  them.  The  miferies  they  endured,  not 
only  aflbrded  occafions  for  the  exercife  of  Divine 
compaflion,  but  exhibited  an  inftruAive  reprefenta^ 
tion  of  the  forlorn  fpiritual  date  to  which  the  Church 
was  reduced  prior  to  the  appearance  of  the  loving 
kindnefs  of  God  our  Saviour,  who  delivered  them 
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from  a  worfe  than  Egyptian  bondage,  from  a  woife 
than  Ailyrian  captivity. 

5.  Now  therefore,  what  have  I  here,  faith 
the  Lord,  that  my  people  is  taken  away  for 
nought  ?  they  that  rule  over  them,  make  them 
to  howl,  faith  the  Lord,  and  my  name  conti- 
nually every  day  //  blafphemed. 

The  neceffity  of  the  redemption  of  the  Church  is 
further  urged,  from  the  diftreffing  circumflances  in 
which  they  were  involved.  The  fubjcft  is  intro- 
duced by  an  enquiry,  which  is  fo  ftated,  as  plainly 
intimates,  that  the  Lord  God,  deeply  interefted  in  the 
welfare  of  thofe  who  were  fuftaining  accumulated 
diftrelfcs,  was  greatly  difpleafed  with  the  view  of 
their  afflidtions  and  oppreffions,  their  captivity  and 
fervitude,  which  he  was  determined  no  longer  to  to- 
lerate. Two  things  relative  to  their  ftate  arc  men- 
tioned, which  evince  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
people  of  God,  wherein  it  was  inconGftent  with  the 
honour  and  the  grace  of  Jehovah,  that  they  (hould 
be  permitted  much  longer  to  remain.  The  firft  is 
thus  exprefled  — T^&^y  that  rule  over  tbetn^  make  tbem 
to  bowl.  The  princes  of  Egypt,  the  kings  of  Aflyria, 
the  Roman  emperors,  with  thofe  who,  in  the  figura- 
tive fenfe,  had  ufurped  dominion  over  them,  are 
doubtlefs  the  rulers  here  intended.  By  their  rigorous 
opprelfion,  and  tyrannical  authority,  they  had  redu- 
ced the'  fcrvants  of  God  to  very  miferable  circum* 
fiances,  and  gave  them  occafion  to  howl  and  lament. 
Such  was  the  grievous  bondage  of  the  pofterity  of  If* 
rael  in  £gypt«  that  their  cry  reached  unto  heaven  ; 
fuch  was  their  forlorn  ftate  of  captivity  at  Babylon^ 
that  they  fat  and  wept,  hanging  their  harps  upon  the 
willows ;  fcattered  abroad,  in  confequence  of  the 
cruel  feverity  of  the  Roman  emperors,  they  were 
called  to  weep  and  howl  for  the  calamities  that  were 
come  upon  them.  Efpecially  do  the  fpiritual  oppreiT. 
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ors  of  the  Church  give  them  manifold  occafions  of  grief 
and  mourning,  fo  that,  with  the  royal  Prophet,  they 
exclaim,  *  How  are  our  foes  increafed,  how  long  fhall 

*  our  enemies  triumph  over  us  ?    O  that  the  falvation 

*  of  Ifrael  were  come  out  of  Zion.* — ^Belides,  at  the 
period  to  which  our  prophet  efpecially  refers,  the 
Scribes  and  Pharifees,  the  priefts  and  rulers  among 
the  Jews,  with  the  public  teachers,  made  the  up^ 
right  fervants  of  God  to  cry  with  forrow,  by  their  fu-» 
tile  inftru^lions,  their  unprofitable  difputes,  their  hy« 
pocritical  devotions,  deftitute  of  the  fpirit  of  true  re- 
ligion«  Whilft  they  inculcated  (IriA  fubjedlion  to 
the  yoke  of  the  law,  and  the  rigid  obfervances  of 
ceremonies  and  traditions,  they  overlooked  the  gra*^ 
cious  promifes  recorded  in  the  Scriptures,  from- 
whence  affiftance  and  true  confolation  could  be  de- 
rived. How  ftriking  the  contrail  betwixt  the  comely 
appearance  of  thofe  who  publifh  falvation,  and  the 
rulers  of  God's  people,  who  caufe  them  to  howl. 

And  my  name  continually  every  day  is  blajpbemed. 
The  name  of  God  denotes  the  glorious  attributes, 
the  amiable  charaders  afcribed  to  him  in  the  Scrip* 
tures  of  truth.  This  name,  .be  affirms,  was  blafphe- 
med,  reproached,  and  evil  fpoken  of;  the  glory  due 
to  it  was  detracted  from,  and  obfcured  in  various 
ways,  particularly  by  thofe  who  ufurped  authority 
over  his  people,  and  grievoufly  opprefled  them.  The 
crime  mentioned  was  greatly  aggravated,  by  its  ha- 
ving been  conftantly  and  daily  committed,  perpetra* 
ted  by  fome  profane  perfons,  not  merely  on  fome  ex- 
traordinary occafions,  but  the  deteftable  pradice  was 
obftinately  perfifted  in  by  thofe  who  adopted  it,  not- 
withftanding  every  remonllrance  made  to  the  con- 
trary. The  apoflle  Paul  defcribing,  in  the  fecond 
chapter  of  his  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  the  charadler 
of  the  principal  men  and  teachers  gmong  the  Jews, 
by  whofe  wicked  lives  God  was  difhonoured,  whilft 
they  inculcated  fome  important  duties  upon  the 
people,  and  made  their  boaft  of  the  law,  has  thefe 
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remarkable  words.  '  Through  them  the  name  of 
*  God  is  blafphemed  among  the  Gentiles/  as  it  is 
written  ;  probably  referring  to  the  words  before  us» 
or  to  Ezek.  xxxvi.  ao,  23.--*Such  was  the  deplorable 
ftate  of  the  Church,  at  the  time  whereof  Ifaiah  fpeaks 
in  this  pafiage  ;  a  ftate  which  God  in  mercy  declares 
he  would  not  allow  much  longer  to  fubfift,  but  that 
he  would  interpofe  for  their  deliverance.  .  To  this 
alarming  condition  were  they  actually  reduced,  be* 
fore  the  appearance  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  human  nature, 
bythejewifli  dodtors,  who,  by  the  heavy  burdens 
they  laid  on  the  people,'  which  they  would  not  touch 
with  one  of  their  fingers,  caufed  them  bitterly  to  la* 
ment  over  the  intolerable  opprefiions  they  fuftained. 

6.  Therefore  my  people  (hall  know  my 
name  :  therefore  tbey  Jhall  know  in  that  day, 
that  I  am  he  that  doth  fpeak,  behold,  //  //  I. 

One  happy  effedl  is  here  fpecified,  which  was  to 
refult  from  the  redemption  of  God's  people. — Tbere^ 
ydr^  (faith  Jehovah)  my  people  JbaU  know  my  name. 
From  the  time  wherein  1  will  accomplifh  their  de- 
liverance, 1  will  reveal  rayfelf  more  clearly  to  them  ; 
in  confequence  of  which  they  fhall  become  more  in- 
timately acquainted  with  my  perfedions,  charadter, 
and  falvation,  and  more  firmly  eftabliflied  in  the  faith 
and  obedience  of  the  truth,  than  in  times  paft. — 
This  predidion  muft  be  fo  underftood,  as  to  accord 
with  the  interpretation  given  of  the  preceding  vcrfes. 
If  the  dehverance  there  fpoken  of  is  confidered  lite- 
rally, in  reference  to  the  liberation  of  the  Ifraelitilh 
church  from  bondage  in  Egypt,  and  captivity  at  Ba* 
bylon,  the  words  b'effwre  us  import,  that  from  thcf(? 
memorable  periods  the  glory  and  grace  of  Jehovah 
were  to  be  more  illuftrioufly  difplayed,  ana  better 
known  by  his  fervants,  than  hitherto  they  had  been. 
If  the  redemption  chiefly  intended  by  our  prophet 
be  the  great  lalvation  obtained  for  mankind  by  the 
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MelBab,  the  expreffion  under  confideration  plainly 
intimates,  that  after  the  fulnefs  of  time,  wherein  he 
appeared  who  was  to  manifeft  the  name  of  Jehovah, 
bis  charaAer  and  gracious  defigns  were  to  be  more 
clearly  known  than  under  the  former  difpenfation. 
Then  he  revealed  himfelf  by  the  name  of  God  AU 
™ghty,  of  Jehovah,  of  the  Lord  God  merciful  and 
gracious,  the  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob, 
who  refcued  their  pofterity  from  bondage  in  Egypt, 
and  from  captivity  in  Aflyria.  Now  he  makes  him- 
felf  known  as  the  God  who  is  love,  the  Father  of  mer- 
cies, the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
through  him  the  God  and  Father  of  ail  that  believe 
in  his  name. 

Therefore  tbey/baUknmv  in  that  day  that  I  am,  &c. 
In  the  writings  of  the  Old  Teftament,  the  time  fixed 
for  the  redemption  of  the  Church  from  the  hands  of 
their  enemies,  that  they  may  ferve  him  without-fear, 
in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs,  is  fometimes  fpecified 


1  foppofe,  to  the  fame  happy  period  which  is  intended 
in  this  prophecy ;  then  the  word  of  lalvation  was  tu 
be  pubfiflxed  by  the  Lord  himfelf,  the  Angel  of  the 
covenant,  and  the  Church  were  to  be  fully  fatisfied, 
by  the  moft  convincing  evidences,  that  he  who  fpake 
by  the  prophet  Ifaiah  did  in  perfon  immediately  ad- 
drefs  them.  Then  they  (hall  know  that  it  is  he  that 
doth  fpeak^  of  whom  Mofes  and  the  prophets  did 
write,  who  is  the  only-begotten  fon  of  God,  the  great 
Inftrudlor,  Redeemer,  and  Lord  of  the  Church,  that 
was  to  come  into  the  world. — That  it  is  he  who  is  the 
light  of  the  world,  the  good  fhepherd,  the  way,  the 
truth,  and  the  life,  who  preaches  good  tidings  of 
great  joy.  Then  they  (hall  behold  God  himfelf,  ma- 
nifeft  in  the  fle(h,  prefent  among  them,  convsrfing 
with  them,  teaching  the  way  of  falvation,  and 
accoDoplilhing  the  redemption  of  his  people.    By  this 
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prediction  intimation  was  given,  that  Jehovah  was 
certainly  to  appear  among  men,  that  be  might  be- 
come their  Inftrudlor  and  Saviour,  and  make  known 
his  righteoufncfs  and  falvation  to  the  houfe  of  IfraeL 
— Let  us  diligently  liftcn  to  his  voice,  who,  accord* 
ing  to  this  promife,  once  fpake  on  earth,  and  who 
now  fpeaketh  to  us  from  heaven,  until  we  know  that 
the  Son  of  God  is  come,  by  his  giving  us  an  under- 
Handing  to  know  him  that  is  true,  even  his  Son 
Jefas  Chrift. 

7.  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are 
the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings,  that 
publiiheth  peace,  that  bringeth  good  tidings 
of  good,  that  publifheth  falvation,  that  faith 
unto  Zion,  Thy  God  reigneth ! 

Our  prophet,  having  contemplated  by  the  Spirit  of 
rc^el^tion,  the  Son  of  God  clothed  with  human  na- 
ture, dwelling  among  men,  tranfported  with  the  de- 
lightful profpedt,  he  exclaims,  with  rapture  and  ad- 
miration,— How  beautyid  upon  the  mountains^  &c. 
The  mountains  may  denote  thofe  places  of  eminence 
from  whence  the  good  tidings  were  delivered,  or 
thofe  kingdoms,  provinces,  and  cities,  wherein  facred 
truths  were  difleminated  by  the  Mefliah.  His  feet 
being  mentioned,  rather  than  his  lips  or  mouth,  may 
intimate,  that  in  every  movement  he  was  comely  and 
graceful ;  that  his  afiedions,  converfation  and  con- 
duct were  well  ordered,  and  perfedly  correfponded 
to  the  dodrines  he  taught ;  and  that  his  activity  in 
preaching  the  gofpel  was  uniform  and  unwearied,  {o 
as  to  attraft  the  admiration  of  the  beholders, — There 
was  a  wonderful  propriety  and  beauty  in  all  the  ac- 
tions  he  performed,  when  he  went  about  doing  good, 
and  was  employed  in  colleding,  infljudting,  and 
comforting  thpfe  who  attended  him.  His  prefence 
was  to  them  what  the  fun  is  to  the  natural  world, 
what  tlie  rain  is  to  the  mown  grafs  j  it  Itruck  tranf- 
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greflbrs  with  awe,  it  rej(uced  the  hearts  of  his  fer- 
vants,  it  difTufed  uncommon  folemnity  throughout 
large  aflemblies,  it  commanded  veneration,  and  pro- 
duced the  moil  furprifing  efieds.  At  his  appearance 
and  approach,  difeafes  and  death  were  removed,  ig« 
norance  and  perplexity  were  difpelled,  majefty,  meek- 
neis  and  compaffion  were  exhibited  in  all  their  lovely 
forms.  With  what  reverence,  then,  ought  we  to 
adore,  with  what  willingnefs  obey,  and  with  what 
cheerfulnefs  confide  in  this  glorious  perfon,  whofe  tran- 
fcendent  beauty  is  here  celebrated,  and  whofe  in- 
comparable grace  is  exhibited  in  a  moil  amiable  point 
of  view,  in.  the. following  particulars : 

That  brir^getb  good  tidings  tfjood;  or  that  publiih- 
eth  the  gofpel,  which  is  the  name  given  to  the  doc- 
trine of  Jefus  Chrift,  by  Mark  and  Luke,  and  the 
other  infpired  writers  who  recorded  the  hiftory  of 
our  Lord's  incarnation,  life,  fufferings  and  death, 
with  his  fubfequent  exaltation,  and  the  fub}ime 
truths  which  he  taught.  Tbey  were  therefore  called 
£vangeli(lsj  who  preached  and  propagated  the  mofl: 
agreeable  news  that  ever  reached  the  ears  of  mankind, 
groaning  under  the  bondage  of  corruption,  the  yoke 
of  the  ceremonial  law,  opprejOTed  by  a  fenfe  of  fin, 
and  liable  to  condemnation  and  wrath.  What  good  ti- 
dings doth  the  gofpel  contain  ?  Life  is  offered  to  them 
who  are  worthy  of  death,  liberty  to  thofe  who  are  in 
captivity,  redemption  to  the  enflaved,  pardon  to  the 
guilty,  and  falvation  to  thofe  who  are  ready  toperifti. 
They  who  are  efiedually  called  by  grace,  are  taught 
to  expe&  the  moil  honourable  and  glorious  immuni/- 
ties,  not  only  in  this  prefent  date,  but  in  the  futur^^ 
world. — ^The  tidings  are  ofgood^  the  moft  fubftantial 
and  fatisfying  good ;  acceptance  with  God,  accefs 
into  his.  prefence,  the  care  of  divine  Providence,  the 
alBftance,  diredion,  and  comforts  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
with  everlafting  life  and  glory  in  the  world  to  come. 
Thefe  things. are  indubitably  excellent,  and  made 
known  by  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  faithful  fcr^'ant$.to  the 
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children  of  men,  Thefe  ineftimable  benefits,  exhU 
bited  in  the  gofpel,  impart  to  thofe  who  humbly  re- 
ceive them  the  peace  of  God,  that  pafleth  all  under- 
ftanding,  a  hope  that  maketh  not  afliamed,  and  a 
joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory. 

^at  publijhetb  peace^  who  every  where  publicly 
proclaims,  with  audible  voice,  this  ineftimable  be- 
nefit, even  to  the  rebellious  who  are  fupplicating 
mercy,  reconciliation,  andfriendlhip  with  God,  whom 
they  had  ofrended,-^harmony  and  concord  With  the 
celeitial  inhabitants,  good  will  and  love  among  breth- 
ren on  earth,  tranquillity  and  comfort  to  the  troubled 
heart,  and  who  points  out  the  way  of  peace,  whereby 
it  is  reftored  and  eftablilhed,  by  which  men  may  ar- 
rive at  the  full  and  cverlafting  enjoyment  of  this 
precious  ^c^t^xn^.^^That  puhlifbeth  falvation^  glorious 
deliverance  from  fin,  from  the  powers  of  darknefs, 
from  mifery,  death  and  deftrudlion,  and  the  attain- 
ment of  liberty,  fanftity  and  confolation  here  below  ; 
until  it  fiiall  be  confummated  in  the  pofiTeflion  of 
all  that  felicity,  which  renovated  human  nature  is 
capable  of  enjoying,  in  conformity  to  the  image  of 
God,  in  the  prefence  of  his  glory.  Hence  the  doi^rine 
of  Jefus  Chrift  is  emphatically  denominated  '  the  Gof- 
'  pel  of  peace  and  of  falvation.'— TA^zf  yiiVA  unto  Zion^ 
tby  God  reignetb.  His  power  and  providence  ex* 
tendeth  over  all,  he  governs  and  difpofes  of  every 
creature  in  the  univerfe.  In  a  peculiar  manner  he 
rules  over  the  fubjeds  of  his  fpiritual  kingdom,  who 
dwell  under  his  ihadow,  and  yield  to  him  a  willing 
cheerful  obedience.  He  reigns  over  them;  not  with 
a  rod  of  iron,  whereby  he  breaks  in  pieces  the  power 
of  his  enemies,  but  with  a  golden  fceptre  of  love. 
From  his  throne  of  grace  he  difpenfes  mercy  to  par* 
don  their  fins,  grace  to  help  them  in  all  their  fervices 
Hud  conflids,  with  every  blefling  fuited  to  relieve 
their  necellities.  The  Lord  is  not  only  their  Sa- 
viour, but  their  king.  The  word  of  Chriit  is  therefore 
denominated  the  Gofpel  of  the  kingdom,  Mat.  4. 23. 

The 
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The  words  I  have  been  confidering  are  cited  by 
the  apoftle  Paul,  in  his  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  to  prove 
the  neceffity  of  the  Divine  iniffion  of  thofe  who 
preach  the  gofpel.  Treating  of  the  vocation  of  the 
Gentiles,  and  the  means  employed  by  infinite  wif- 
dom  for  this  purpofe,  he  clearly  evinces,  that  falva- 
tion  is  the  peculiar  happinefs  of  thofe  who  call  on  the 
name  of  the  Lord — that  to  attain  this  ineftimable 
benefit,  faith  is  indifpenfibly  requifite,  that  hearing 
the  gofpel  is  neceflary  to  faith,  that  preaching  muft 
precede  hearing,  that  in  order  to  preaching  there 
iDuil  be  a  Divine  miflion,  and  that  fuccefs  in  this 
work  entirely  depends  on  the  power  and  blefiing  of 
God.  This  rejfoning  he  eftablifhes  by  quoting  the 
vcrfe  before  us,  and  by  applying  it  to  minifters  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  are  employed  and  honoured  by  him 
in  publilhing  peace  and  falvation.  ^  How  beautiful 
(fiiys  he)  are  the  feet  of  them/  Stc. 

8.  Thy  watchmen  fhall  lift  up  the  voice,with 
the  voice  together  fliall  they  fing :  for  they 
fhall  fee  eye  to  eve,  whe;x  the  Lord  Ihall  brin^ 
»gaipZion, 

Our  prophet  proceeds  IftiU  farther  to  exprefs  his 
admiration  ip  contemplating  the  pleafing  fcene  ex- 
hibited to  his  view. — Public  teachers  of  the  people 
of  God,  who  take  heed  to  themfelves  and  to  their 
flocks,  who  watch  for  the  fouls  of  men  as  they  that 
muft  give  account  to  God,  who,  in  the  exercife  of 
adive  vigilance,  warn  them  of  approaching  evils 
whereby  they  may  be  injured,  who  awalce  them  from 
indolence  ^nd  fecurity,  who  guard  them  againil  dan- 
ger, and  diligently  endeavour  to  promote  their  fafety 
and  happinefs,  are  emphatically  denominated  Watch* 
men,  of  whom  it  ii  foretold — Tbey  Jball  lift  up  tbe 
voice,  fpeaking  tbe  word  of  God  With  confidence  and 
boldnefs,  (hewing  the  people  of  God  their  tranfgref*. 
fions,  roufing  from  inadivity,  inviting  them  to  parti* 

Vot.  IV,  I  cipate 
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cipate  of  the  choiceft  bkHings,  and  direfting  them  in 
the  path  of  hfe.  Deeply  impreffed  with  the  import- 
ance of  the  truft  repoled  in  them,  they  were  to  deli- 
ver their  inftruaions  in  a  clear  audible  manner,  with 
much  fervour  and  eameftnefs. — Witb  tbe  voice  tajre- 
tber  JbaO  theyjing.  All  the  n.inifters  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
being  anin)ated  by  the  lame  fpirit  of  love  and  joy, 
and  agreeing  in  (entiment  and  dodrine,  all  with  har- 
monious confent  faying  in  effe6l  the  fame  things, 
they  (}iall  cordially  unite  in  celebrating  the  praifes 
of  their  common  Lord,  for  bis  wonderful  works  to 
the  children  of  men,  for  the  good  tidings  they  are 
intruded  to  publilh,  and  for  the  happy  efFeds 
Which,  through  his  prefence  and  bleffing,  are  thereby 
p?  educed.  How  pleafant,  how  com*ely  for  the  fer- 
vants  of  God,  who  d\^ell  together  in  unity,  to  join 
together  in  expreffing  their  love,  gratitude,  and  joy, 
to  the  Father  of  Mercies  and  God  of  all  comfort,  for 
his  ineftiinable  benefits ! 

For  they paU  fee  eye  to  eye-  The  expreffion  plainly 
intimates  the  clear  and  fatisfying  manifeftations  of 
the  prefence  and  glory  of  Jehovah  to  be  enjoyed  by 
his  fervants,  at  the  period  wherein  the  foundations  of 
the  Mefliah's  kmgdom  were  to  be  laid  and  eftablifhed* 
As  feeing  face  to  face,  and  converfing  mouth  to 
mouth,  denote  the  clofeft  interview  and  mod  familiar 
coftverfe,  fo  feeing  eye  to  eye  may  fignify*  the  inti- 
mate, bright  dilcoveries  of  the  grace  and  glory  of 
God,  wherewith  his  people,  and  particularly  the 
watchmen  ot  the  Church,  were  to  be  favoured  at  the 
time  to  which  this  predidion  refers.  With  their 
bodily  eyes  (hey  were  to  behold'  the  aftoni(hing  mi*- 
racles  performed  by  the  &on  of  God,  and  the  precious 
gilts  conferred  on  the  Church  by  the  Hx>]y  Ghoft, 
with  tbe  awful  judgments  inflided  on  their  enemies. 
W  ith  the  enlightned  eyes  of  their  minds,  they  were 
^o  contemplate;  with  pleafure,  the  fpiritnal  benefits 
whereby  they  werfe  adonied  and  fehcitated.  They 
were  to  fee  the  glory  of  the  Lord  and  the  excellency 
of  our  God,  which  were  then  to  be  revealed,  and 

thofe 
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thofe  things  that  many  prophets  and  kinsfs  have  de- 
fired  to  fee,  and  have  not  feen.  This  clear  vi^w  of 
divine  objefts  was  cfpeciallv  to  be  enjoved — When 
the  LordJha!l  bring  again  Zion  The  r^^ftoration  here 
fpoken  of,  may  comprehend  the  whole  of  that  Rrdu-.- 
ous  work  whereby  the  Church  of  God  is  delivered 
from  the  evils  wherein  they  were  involved,  or  to 
which  they  were  expofed,  and  pfogreflively  conduced 
to  a  fkte  of  complete  liberty  and  happinefs  by  their 
Lord  and  Saviour.  It  may  more  efpecially  point  at 
the  remarkable  period  wherein  the  Lord  God  was  to 
accomplifh  the  falvation  of  his  people,  to  bring  back 
their  captivity,  and  to  reinftatc  them  in  the  happy 
condition  to  which  he  hath  promifed  they  fhall  be 
advanced. 

9.  If  Break  forth  into  joy,  fing  together,  ye 
wafle  places  of  Jerufalem :  for  the  Lord  hath 
comforted  his  people^  he  hath  redeemed  Jeru- 
falem. 

The  difcourfe  is  now  addrefled  to  the  Church,  re^* 
Sored  from  their  former  defolate  condition,  who  are 
called  upon  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  Jehovah  for 
the  comfort  and  deliverance  they  bad  obtained, 
fiy  the  defignation  given  them,  they  are  reminded 
of  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  benefits,  on 
account  of  which  they  are  invited  to  rejoice  and  fing* 
Thofe  efpecially  are  dure<%ed  to  exprefs  gratitude  and 
joy,  who  had  not  been  favoured  with  the  fignal  ad- 
Tantages  poiTefied  by  other  people  in  times  pad,  and 
who,  having  been  in  forlorn  circumftances,  were  be-* 
come  partakers  of  the  mod  fubftantial  bleflings. 
Having  fcmnerly  confidered  the  import  of  finiilar  in- 
Titations  with  that  now  before  us,  it  is  unneceflkry  to 
eolarge  at  prefent.  If  the  reafon  mentioned  in  this  ' 
and  the  verfe  immediately  following,  are  properly 
attended  to,  the  propriety  of  compliance  with  the 
duty  here  urged,  cannot  fail  to  be  acknowledged. 

A  thank- 
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A  thankful  fenfe  of  the  mercy  of  Jehovah,  who  hath 
comforted  and  redeemed  his  people,  ought  to  tune 
our  hearts  and  voices  to  praife,  and  to  manifeft  itfelf 
by  joy  and  triumph  in  his  falvation.  If  the  Levitical 
fingers  were  employed  of  old  in  their  work  night  and 
day,  that  in  the  earthly  (andluary  might  be  exhibited 
fome  refemblance  to  that  which  is  above,  where  the 
redeemed  fing  together,  and  ferve  God  day  and  night 
in  his  temple,  furely  we,  who  have  hberally  ihared  in 
the  Divine  bounty,  ought  to  magnify  and  blefs  the 
Lord  our  God,  and  often  to  make  melody  to  him 
with  our  hearts,  if  not  with  our  voices,  not  only  in 
the  cheerful  hoursf  of  the  day,  but  in  the  filent 
watches  of  the  night* 

For  the  Lard  bath  cdmforted  bis  people^  &c.  He 
hath  extricated  them  from  the  complicated  diftrelles 
wherein  they  were  involved,  he  hath  refcued  them 
ifrom  the  hands  of  their  powerful  enemies,  he  hath 
not  only  difpelled  their  doubts  and  fe^rs,  and  for- 
rows,  but  in  the  mod  aftoniihing  manner  he  hath 
ai£tually  wrought  deliverance  for  them  from  the  cala«- 
mities  under  which  they  groaned.  Befides,  he  hath 
given  them  exceeding  great  and  precious  promifes, 
containing  the  mod  excellent  benefits,  which,  to  their 
inexpreffible  comfort  and  joy,  (hall  be  conferred  on 
them  in  due  feafon^ — The  Lord  hath  redeemed  Jeni- 
falem.  The  fpiritual  redemption  of  the  Church  may 
be  confidered  in  two  different  points  of  view-— As 
virtually  obtained  by  the  bitter  fufferings  and  agon- 
izing death  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  gave  his  life  a  ranfom 
for  many,  and  thereby  expunged  the  immenfe  debt 
owing  by  trahfgreflbrs  to  the  offended  majefly  of 
God — And  as  adually  accomplifhed,  when,  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  laying  down  his  life  for  his  people^  and 
of  his  refurredion  from  the  dead,  they  are  vindicated 
from  the  power  of  fin  and  Satan,  introduced  into  the 
glorious  hberty  of  the  children  of  God,  they  are  pro- 
greffively  fandified  and  kept  by  the  power  of  God, 
through  faith  unto  falvation.  In  thi^  verfe,  the  re« 
demption  of  the  Church  feems  to  be  fpoken  of  in  the 

former 
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former  fenfe ;  and  in  the  following  verfe  it  is  men* 
tbned  in  reference  to  the  latter,  and  in  both  the 
prophetic  ftile  is  adopted,  which  reprefents  that  as 
already  done,  which  fliall  be  efieded  in  the  time  ap- 
pointed by  infinite  wifdom. 

10.  The  Lord  hath  made  bare  his  holy  arm 
in  the  eyes  of  all  the  nations,  and  all  the  ends 
of  the  earth  Ihall  fee  the  falvation  of  our  God. 

Another  ground  of  joy  and  praife  is  fuggefted  in 
thcfe  words  to  the  fervants  of  God.  The  holy  arm  of 
Jehovah  may  here  denote  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  rod  of  his  ftrength,  which  he  fends  forth 
out  of  Zion,  whereby  his  grace  and  power  are  reveal- 
ed and  exerted,  and  which  proves  the  power  of  God 
unto  falvation  to  every  one  that  believeth.  By  this 
faving  ftrength  of  his  right  hand,  he  demolifhes  the 
firong  holds  of  Satati,  he  rules  in  the  midft  of  his  ene< 
mies,  and  brings  the  people  under  him.  Hence  the 
apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  who  fays  that  the  preaching 
of  the  crofs  is  to  them  that  perifh  fooIKhnefs,  affirms, 
that  •  to  them  that  are  faved  it  is  the  power  of  God*.* 
With  great  propriety  is  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift 
denominated  the  holy  arm  of  Jehovah^  inafmuch  as 
his  hofinefs  and  righteoufnefs  are  therein  revealed, 
and  becaufe  it  is  the  mean  he  employs  in  bringing 
men  to  refemble  him  in  perfed  purity. — This  holy 
arm  is  faid  to  be  made  bare,  in  allufion  to  the  pradice 
of  thofe  who  when  they  would  exert  their  whole 
ftrength,  in  fome  arduous  work,  remove  from  it  what. 
ever  might  hinder  its  free  and  vigorous  exertion,  in 
reference,  1  fuppofe,  to  this  cuftom,  the  holy  arm  of 
Jehovah,  the  gofpel  of  God,  is  faid  to  be  unvailed  ^x\l\ 
clearly  manifefled,  when  divefled  of  thofe  rites  and 
ceremonies,  whereby  for  long  time  it  had  been  en-, 
cumbered,  that  its  power  might  be  felt  and  its  glory 
be  feen.  Both  the  holinefs  and  power  of  God  are 
wonderfully  confpicuous  in  the  gofpel  of  his  Son, 

whicu 
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which  contains  a  holy  covenant,  that  is  accompanied 
with  Divine  power-^*  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  nations/ 
All  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  according  to  this  pre- 
didion,  were  to  be  the  admiring  fpe6fators  of  the 
aftonifhing  fprcad,  the  divine  efficacy  and  glorious 
fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  made  known  to  them  in  its 
beautifol  fimplicity ;  and  to  experience  its  blefled 
cSeds  when  preached  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  fent  down 
from  heaven.  Neycr  were  more  illuftrious  difplays 
given  of  omnipotence  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  world, 
than  thofe  which  were  exhibited  by  means  of  the 
gofpely  accompanied  with  the  demonftration  of  the 
Spirit.  Multitudes  have  been  thereby  fnatched 
from  the  power  of  ^atan,  from  the  delufions  of  error, 
and  the  tyranny  of  wickednefs ;  and,  broXight  into  the 
obedience  of  faith  and  love,  they  have  become 
fellow  citizens  with  the  faints,  and  members  of  the 
houfehold  of  God. 

jind  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  Jhall  fee  the  falvation 
qf  our  God,  Thofe  who  inhabited  the  regions  of  the 
earth  fituated  at  the  greateil  diftance  from  the  land 
of  Canaan,  which  was  confidered  by  the  pofterity 
of  Ifrael  as  the  midft  of  the  earth,  are  doubtlefs  the 
people  who  are  here  intended.  Though  dwelling 
in  countries  very  remote  from  the  place  where  the 
falvation  of  our  God  was  firil  publiihed,  and  lying 
imder  many  local  difadvantages,  that  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  prevent  their  enjoyment  of  this  immenfe 
benefit,  they  were  to  be  admitted  to  contemplate 
this  glorious  objeft.  They  (hall  be  favoured  with 
the  everlafting  gofpel,  which  in  Scripture  is  fometimes 
called  Salvation*,  becaufe  it  brings  men  to  the 
knowledge  of  its  nature  and  excellence,  it  ofiers 
the  precious  blcfOings  it  contains  to  their  acceptance, 
and  thus  becomes  the  means,  through  the  Divine 
agency,  of  rendering  them  partakers  of  the  precious 
benefits  which  are  therein  comprehended.  In  this 
glafs  they  fliall  behold  the  great  Meffiah,  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  exhibited  to  view,  who,  by  way  of 
eminence,    is  denominated  the   Salvation  of  God, 

becaufe 
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becaufe  be  is  the  author  of  fpiritual  deliverance  and 
rcftoration  to  happinefs  :  by  him  it  is  beftowed,  and 
in  him  it  is  enjoyed.  With  the  eyes  of  enlightned  uri- 
derftandings  they  (hall  furvey  with  pleafure  and 
admiration,  the  dignity  of  his  perfon,  the  excellence  of 
his  righteoufnefs,  the  perfection  of  his  atonement,  the 
glory  of  his  crofs,  and  his  confummate  ability  to  fave. 
to  the  uttermoft  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him^ 
To  this  amiable  transforming  objed  they  fhall  fted- 
faftly  look,  until  they  are  changed  into  his  image, 
and  prepai^d  for  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  prefence 
and  glory, — Let  us,  with  grateful  hearts,  celebrate 
the  praifes  of  the  Lord  our  God,  who  hath  fent  his 
gofpel,  and  made  known  his  falvation  to  us,  who 
would  not  have  fought  after  this  ineftimable  blefling. 
Let  us  give  credit  to  the  gracious  meflage  that  is 
brought  to  our  ears,  and  joyfully  embrace  the  Sa- 
viour, yirho  can  relieve  all  our  necefiities,  and  who 
ought  to  be  received  with  pleafure  and  gladnefs  fu- 
perior  to  that  which  is  occaiioned  by  dividing  of 
fpoil  or  finding  a  treafure.  And  let  us  fervently 
pray  to  the  God  of  falvation,  that  this  predidlioa 
may  foon  have  a  more  full  accomplilhmcnt  than  hi- 
therto it  hath  received. 

II.  H  Depart  ye,  depart  ye,  go  ye  out  from 
theupe,  touch  no  unclean  things  go  ye  out  of 
the  midil  of  her;  be  ye  clean,  that  bear  the 
veiTels  of  the  Lord* 

In  this  and  the  vcrfe  immediately  following,  our 
{Nt)phet  direds  his  difcourfe  to  the  minillers  and  dif-  ' 
ciples  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  are  required  to  defift  from 
intercourie  with  thofe  focieties  and  objeds  whereby 
they  might  be  contaminated,  that  fo  they  might  per- 
form fome  important  bufinefs.  This  feparation  miglrt 
be  enjoined  for  two  reafons,  becaufe  they  were  in 
danger  of  being  defiled  by  the  impurity  of  thofe 
among  whom  they  lived,  and  of  iharing  in  the  Divine 
judgments,  which  none  that  were  converfant  with 

them 
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them  could  expeft  to  efcape.  On  the  former  ac- 
count, lepers,  under  the  Mofaic  oeconomy,  were  apr 
pointed  to  dwell  alone,  and  all  commerce  with  them 
was  prohibited  *.  On  the  latter  account,  the  com- 
mand was  given  to  the  congregation  of  Ifrael.by 
Mofes,  refpefting  Corah  and  his  company,  *  Depart 
'  from  the  tents  of  thefe  wicked  men,  and  touch  no- 

*  thing  of  theirs,  left  ye  be  confumed  in  their  fins  f .' 
On  both  confiderations,  the  fervants  of  Cod  might 
be  direAed  to  depart,  and  to  go  out  from  a  place 
which  Ifaiah  had  in  his  mind,  that  he  did  not  judge 
proper  to  name.  From  the  connexion  of  the  words 
under  confideration  with  the  preceding:  yerfes^  we 
learn  that  the  city  Jerufalem  was  the  place  here  in«- 
tended,  whofe  inhabitants  at  the  time  referred  to 
were  become  remarkable  for  infidelity,  profligacy^ 
and  wickednefs,  and  were  deftined  to  fufier  the  moft 
dreadful  calamities.  From  this  once  highly  favoured 
city,  where  the  moft  atrocious  crimes  had  been  per- 
petrated, the  minifters  and  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift 
are  ordered  to  depart ;  to  feparate  thenifelves  from 
her  errors,  fuperftitions,  hypocrifies,  and  iniquities,  tq 
leave  her  afiTembUes  for  the  worfhip  of  God,  and  to 
abandon  intimate  connection  with  her  wicked  citi- 
zens, that  they  might  go  forth  every  where  to  preach 
the  gofpel  of  peace.  So  urgent  is  this  requifitiop, 
that  it  is  repeated  again  and  again,  in  different  words, 
inculcating  the  fame  thing'^Departy  depart^  ga  ye 
out^  go  ye  out  I — ^ITiis  admonition  perfeftly  accords 
with  the  voice  which  was  heard  from  heaven  re- 
fpefting  Babylon  j;. — *  Come  out  of  her  my  people, 

*  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of  her  fins,  and  that  ye 

*  receive  not  of  her  plagues.' — It  exadly  agrees  with 
the  concluding  exhortation  delivered  by  the  apoftle 
Peter,  in  his  difcourfe  to  the  men  of  Judea  :     ^  Save 

*  yourfelves  from  this  untoward  generation  $.' 

Touch 

*  Ley.  xiii.  46*  f  Nunflb.  xvi.  z6» 
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Touch  no  unclean  thing,  &c.  In  allufion  to  the  lawd 
which  prohibited,  under  the  former  difpenfation,  the 
Ifraelites  from  meddling  with  any  thing  whereby  ce- 
remonial pollution  might  be  codtradled,  the  difciples 
of  Jefus  Chrift  are  enjoined  to  abftain  from  unnecef- 
fary  intercourfe  with  unholy  perfons  and  finful  prac-- 
tices,  whereby  they  might  be  defiled.  You  that 
God  hath  fet  apart  for  himfelf,  whoih  he  hath  re- 
deemed from  iniquity  by  the  blood  of  bis  Son,  whom 
he  bath  called  by  his  grace  to  be  holy,  as  he  is  holy, 
have  no  fellowlhip  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  dark-« 
nefs,  avoid  intimate  intercourfe  with  impenitent  pre- 
famptuous  tranfgreilbrs,  wlio  have  been  concerned  in 
putting  to  death  the  Lord  of  Glory ,  and  tMe  martyrs  who 
have  died  for  his  fake,  to  fupport  his  truths  and  ways. 
Cultivate  no  familiarity  with  thofe  who  are  inwardly 
fiill  of  all  uncleannefs,  extortion  and  elcefs^  of  hypo* 
crify  and  iniquity,  who  may  be  juftly  called  a  gene- 
ration of  vipers  *,  but  go  forth  to  execute  the  im- 
porunt  work  of  difleminating  the  knowledge  of  fal«« 
vation  throughout  all  the  earths 

Be  ye  clean  that  bear  the  veffels^  (or,  as  the  Hebrew 
word  fignifies)  the  armour  of  the  Lord.  In  the  former 
fenfe  of  the  word,  adopted  by  our  tranflators,  the  di- 
redion  may  allude  to  the  feparation  of  the  Levitea 
from  among  the  children  of  ifrael,  and  theil*  purifica- 
tion for  the  peculiar  work  afiigned  them,  of  bearing 
the  ark  of  God  and  its  furniture,  and  taking  care  of 
the  veflels  and  utenfils  belonging  to  the  tabernacle  of 
the  congregation,  of  which  a  particular  account  is 
recorded  in  the  8th  chapter  of  Numbers*  its  im|)ort 
will  then  be  (hortly  this :  Ye  who  are  confecrated  to 
the  fervice  of  God,  in  the  gofpel  of  his  Son,  who  are 
chofen  veflels  to  bear  his  name  before  the  Gentiles 
and  the  children  of  Ifrael,  take  heed  that  ye  be  clean 
from  all  filthinefs  of  the  flefti  and  fpirit,  that  your 
hearts  be  purified  from  the  contaminating  influence 
of  corrupt  paifions,  that  ye  abftain  from  the  vanities 
and  impurities  of  the  world,  that  ye  be  free  from 

Vol.  IV.  K  improper 
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improper  attachmeiit  to  the  law  of  Mbfes,  and  keep 
at  a  diftance  from  the  edbus  converfation  ef  the 
wicked.  Remember  what  a  treafi^  of  wifdom  and 
grace,  of  light,  and  life,  and  glory ;  what  infinite 
plenitude  of  unfearchable  riches  are  depoiited  in 
your  hands,  that  ye  may  feafonably  communicate 
them  to  the  world  ! — According  to  the  latter  inter^i 
pretation,  which  accords  alfo  with  the  conne6Uon  and 
defign  of  this  paflage,  thofe  who  wear  the  armour  of 
the  Lord,  the  different  parts  of  which  are  enumerated 
by  the  apoftle  Paul,  in  bis  epiiUe  to  the  Ephefians  *, 
are  called  to  go  out  as  good  foldicrs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to 
follow  their  leader,  to  contend  with  the  powers  of 
darkneis,  and  the  world  lying  in  wickednefs,  that 
they  may  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  his  kingdom. 
That  their  labours  be  fuccelsful,  they  mud  take  heed 
that  they  be  cleanfed  from  all  unrighteoufnefs,  and 
keep  tt^mfelves  pure  and  unfpotted  from  the  world. 
-^FuUy  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  proverb,  which 
faith,  Evil  communication^  corrupt  good  maniiers, 
permit  me  to  addrefs  the  exhortation  to  you,  breth- 
ren, which  was  given  by  the  apollb  of  the  Gentiles 
to  the  faints  at  Corinth  f.  *  Come  out  from  among 
'  them  who  are  infidels  and  children  of  Belial,  and  be 

*  ye  feparate,  faith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  un- 

*  clean  thing,  and  I  will  receive  you,  and  I  will  be  a 
'  Father  unto  you ;    and  ye  fhall  be  my  fons  and 

*  daughters,  faith  the  Lord  Almighty.' 

12,  For  ye  fhall  not  go  out  with  hade,  nor 
go  by  flight :  for  the  Lord  will  go  before 
you :  and  the  God  of  Ifrael  will  be  your  rere- 
ward. 

,  To  guard  thofe  to  whom  the  preceding  diredion  is 
given,  againft  raftmefs  and  precipitation  -in  going 
'forth  to  the  arduous  enterprife  to  which  they  were 
called,  of  carrying  the  divine  lamp  of  the  gofpel  to 

the 
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• 

the  nations  of  the  world,  tbcy  are  informed— Ye 
Ihall  not  go  out  with  hafte,  in  a  precipitate  tumuhuous 
manner/  but  after  mature  deliberation,  and  being 
well  fumilhed  and  inftrudted  in  every  thing  requiiite 
to  the  fuccefsful  execution  of  the  important  work  in 
which  you  are  to  be  employed —Nor  Jhall ye  ^oota 
hy  flighty  as  the  wicked,  who  flee  and  no  man  pur- 
lueth;  or  like  thofe  who,  through  fear  and  trepidation, 
baften  away,  left  the  evil  that  they  dread  fhould  fud- 
denly  fall  upon  them,  and  prove  their  deftru£tion. 
Nor  were  they  to  get  away  by  ftealth  from  the  city 
of  Jerufalem,  as  people  who  are  afliamed  ileal 
away  when  they  flee  in  battle.  Neither  were  they  to 
leave  that  city  in  perturbation  and  confiifion,  as  did 
thofe  who  efcaped  out  of  the  land  of  Babylon,  to  de- 
clare in  Zion  the  vengeance  of  Jehovah. — The  dif. 
ciples  of  the  Lord  Jefus  were  to  go  forth  to  their  great 
work  of  preaching  the  gofpel  with  undaunted  intre- 
pidity, and  heroic  magnanimity,  unalarmed  with 
danger,  unaided  by  wordly  power,  that,  in  the  name 
of  the  Ixrd  of  Hofts,  they  might  proclaim  liberty  to 
the  captive,  the  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that 
were  bound,  and  announce  the  acceptable  year  of 
the  Lord. — ^The  reafon  of  this  judicious  procedure 
is  fubjoined  in  the  following  words  :         y 

Tor  the  Lord  will  go  before  you^  &c.  as  he  went 
before  the  children  of  Ifrael,  after  be  brought  them 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  in  their  joumies  through 
the  wUdemefs.  *  The  Lord  went  before  them,  by.  day . 
'  in  a  pillar  of  a  cloud,  to  lead  them  the  way,  and  by 
'  night  in  a  pillar  of  fire,  to  give  them  light  to  go  by 
*  day  and  night,'  as  it  is  written  ♦.  Thus  did  he  pre- 
cede Ifrael  in  the  defart ;  and  in  like  manner,  though 
cot  by  the  fame  means,  was  he  to  direft  the  apoliles 
and  firft  minifters  of  the  gofpel  in  their  travels,  and 
in  the  difcfaarge  of  their  office.  By  the  peculiar  care 
of  bis  providence,  God  was  to  preferve  and  defend* 
them,  who  having  feparated  themfelves  from  fpiriiual 
pollution,  were  employed  in  promulgating  the  truth 

as 
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9s  it  is  in  Jefus,  and  who,  *  with  the  fpiritoal  weapons 

*  of  their  warfare,  which,  through  God,  are  mighty  to 

*  the  pulling  down  of  ftrong  holds,  were  calling  down 

*  imaginations,  and  every  high  thing  that  exalteth  it- 

*  felf  againft  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  bringing 

*  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift  *.' — And 
fbe  God  of  IfraelJbdU  beywr  rcreward.  He  will  fea- 
fonably  interpule  between  you  and  your  unfeen  ene- 
mies, and  afford  you  protedlion  from  thofe  who  pur* 
fue  you  with  the  hoilile  intention  of  harrafiing  you, 
and  preventing  your  retreat  from  danger.— -What 
ftriking  inftances  of  this  gracious  condud,  and  re« 
xnarkable  prefervation,  are  recorded  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  Ads  of  the  Apoftles,  where  we  read  that  the 
fervants  of  Jefus  Chrift  were  forbid  to  preach  the  gof- 
pel  in  fome  places,  that  they  were  prevented  from 
going  to  others  they  intended  to  vifit,  and  that  they 
were  encouraged  to  go  where  they  had  no  intention 
of  bending  their  courfe.  We  are  informed  alfo  of 
their  wonderful  prefervation  amidft  the  varieties  of 
condition  through  which  they  pafled.  and  the  immi- 
nent dangers  to  which  they  were  expofed.  Thus  did 
the  Lord  God  go  before  them  to  condud  and  defend 
them,  until  his  kingdom,  which  had  a  fmall  be- 
ginning, was  gradually  enlarged ;  until,  in  the  beau- 
tiful language  of  prophecy,  *  the  ftone  cut  out  with- 

*  opt  hands  became  a  great  mountain,  and  filled  the 

*  whole  earth,  until  the  tender  vine,  brought  out  of 

*  hgvpt,  covered  the  hills  with  her  fhadow,-r-her 

*  boughs  reached  unto  the  fea,  and  her  branches  unto 

*  the  river}  until  the  fmall  plant  became  as  the  cedars 
f  of  God.'  Mountains  were  made  plain  before  them, 
valleys  were  filled  up,  until  they  reached  the  great 
pbjed  of  their  deftinatioo. 

1 3.  f  Behold,  my  fervant  fhgll  deal  prudent- 
ly, he  (hall  be  exalted  and  extolled,  and  be 
yery  high. 

Having 
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Having  foretold .  the  redemption  of  the  peculiar 
people  of  God,  the  eftablifliment  of  his  kingdom, 
with  the  manner  of  its  manifeilation,  and  the  happy 
fuccefs  which  was  to  attend  the  fervices  of  its  mini- 
fters,  whom  he  had  encouraged  and  direded, — our 
prophet,  in  the  name  of  Jehovah,  calls  attention  to 
the  foundation  on  which  thefe  important  matters  de- 
pended, namely,  the  perfedl  obedience  of  the  Meffiah 
in  bis  humiliation  with  his  fubfequent  glorious  exal- 
tation.    He  firft  requires  us  diligently  to  contem- 
plate this  illuftrious  perfon,  ading  with  the  mod 
confummate  prudence  in  the  great  work  afligned  to 
him.«— All  are  God's .  fer van ts,  angels  that  excel  in 
ftrength,  the  celeftial  luminaries,  with  every  creature 
in  heaven  and  earth.     Of  the  human  race  fome  fuf- 
tain  this  charadcr  in  coi^fequence  of  their  viiible 
profei&on,  and  others,  whofe  bufinefs  is  to  wait  the 
intimations  of  God's  pleafure,  and  to  execute  his 
commands  in  virtue  of  their  peculiar  relation.    Of 
this  lafl  fort  were  Mofes,  David,  Paul,  and  many 
others.     None  of  thefe,  but  fome  particular  eminent 
fervant  of  God,  is  here  intended,  to  whom  this  defig- 
ration  efpecially  belongs,  namely,  the  great  promifed 
Meiiiah,  who,  in  chap,  xlix  3.  and  other  places  of 
this  prophecy ,  is  mentioned  under  this  charadler. — Of 
him  it  is  foretold,  he  fhall  deal  prudently  or  profper- 
oufly,  as  the  Hebrew  word  is  tranflated  in  the  margin 
of  fome  bibles,  prudence  in  adion  beuig  the  way  to 
profperity  and  fuccefs  in  enterprize.     It  confills  in 
reducing  to  pradice  the  didates  of  found  underftand- 
ing,  the  principles  of  true  wifdom,  and  in  fo  (kilfully 
managing  matters  to  the  bed  advantage,  as  to  attain 
the  ends  in  view.  The  exprefiion  imports,  that  God*s 
Servant,  who  is  elfewhere  denominated  the  *  Wifdom 
of  Jehovah,  that  dwells  with  prudence,'  was  to  con« 
dud  the  whole  work  given  him  to  do  with  exquifite 
Ikill,   propriety,  and  judgment,  fo  as  to  confound 
his  adverlaries,  and  to  advance  his  own  glory  and 
the  intereils  of  his  kingdom.     Admirable  inftances 
•f  the  truth  of  this  predidion  are  recorded  by  his 

apolftes. 
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apoftles.  What  cortfummate  wifdocn  did  he  tlifpjay 
in  his  inilrudions,  in  his  miracies,  and  in  every  aAion 
of  his  life!  Kecolledl:  his  beliaviour  toward  the 
Pfaarafees,  who  took  counfel  how  they  might  entangle 
him  in  bis  talk* ;  to  the  Sadducees,  who  tried  to  em- 
barrafs  him  refpedling  the  ftate  of  a  woman  they  fup- 
pofed  to  have  had  feven  hulbandsf ;  and  to  the  chief 
ptiefts  and  fcribes,  relating  to  the  payment  of  tribute 
to  Caelar  j;.— In  coniequence  whereat'  it  is  f  iretoid, 

H^  JbaU  be  exa&ed^  &.c.   i  faefe  words  foretel  the 
glorious  elevation  of  J  efus  Chrift,  after  he  had  by 
liimfelf  pui^ed  our  fins,  when  God  exalted  him  as  a 
Prince  and  SeTiour^to  give  repentance  and  remif- 
fion  of  fins,  mnd  he  fat  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
Majefty  on  high,     in  the  important  charaders  of  the 
Prince  of  Life,  and  the  Saviour  of  the  Church«  he  is 
raifed  to  the  m<^  diftinguifhed  honour  afid  glory, 
authority  and  power;   he  is  gone  far  above  all  hea- 
vens, and  hath  taken  pofleflion  of  the  throne  defined 
for  him  as  the  reward  of  his  humiliation  and  obedi- 
ence unto  death.      The  well  known  fulfilment  of 
this  predidion,  forms  an  important  article  of  the  gof- 
pel,  which  the  apoftles  went  forth  preaching  every 
where,  and  which  we,  my  friends,  profefs  to  believe, 
— *>What  gratitude  and  praife,  and  fubjedion  are  due 
to  this  enthroned  Redeemer,  who  is  palled  into  the 
heavens!  Though  he  bath  afcended  on  high,  be  is 
ftill  acceffible  to   his    people's    fupplications    and 
thankfgivings;   though  he  is  g«ne  up  out  of  their 
fight,  they  areconftantly  under  his  infpcdion;  though 
he  is  entered  into  glory,  he  is  touched  with  the  feel- 
ing of  their  infirmities;    though  they  may  not*  be 
fuitably  impreffed  with  his  glory,  he  is  deeply  inter- 
efted  in  their  conditions.    2Sing  praifes  to  our  King, 
fing  praifes!  Did  he  fuftain  when  on  earth  labours 
and  fufft rings  for  uls,  and  is  he  gone  into  the  pre- 
fence  of  God  to  manage  our  concerns,  and  can  we 
do  too  much,  bear  too  much,  or  part  with  too  much, 
to  teftify  our  attachment  to  his  honour  and  interell ! 

Ami 
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Aid  esa&Bed^  and  be  very  b^b.  His  praifes  sore 
contkiisaUy  cekbrated,  sot  only  on  earth  bint  in 
heaven.  All  the  nations  of  the  world  (haU  magnify 
hiin  who  Kves  for  ever,  to  confunimate  the  falva* 
tioQ  of  his  Church;  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  fhall  do 
him  homage*  od  account  of  what  he  hath  done  for 
the  redemption  of  trao^reflbis.  In  every  age,  and  in 
every  kingdom,  he  (hall  be  extolled  for  his  perfbnal 
excellencies,  his  adorable  grace,  and  unbounded, 
beneficence. — The  celeftial  regions,  occupied  by  the> 
redeemed  from  among  men,  inceflantly  refound  with^ 
foBgs  of  joy  and  praife  to  him  who  is  the  eternal  ob-' 
jed  of  their  delightful  admiration.  Hear  the  ao* 
gels  around  the  throne,  and  every  creature  that  is 
in  heaven,  faying,  ^  Bleffing,  and  honour,  and 
'  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  him  that  fitteth  upoa 
*  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  ever  !' 
And  after  the  final  judgment,  the  innumerable  muU 
tttode  of  iheranfooied  of  the  Lord,  convened  in  one 
great  afiembly,  fball  for  ever  adore  and  praife  their 
cooipaffionate  Saviour  with  exultation  and  triumph. 
--^WbQjbaU  be  very  bigb.  Having  laid  afide  the  vail 
of  \m  humiliation,  he  fhall  eternally  fhine  forth 
witi)  unfpeakable  fplendour  and  glory.  Elevated  to 
the  higheft  pinnacle  of  dignity  and  grandeur,  ad- 
vanced to  the  poffefllon  of  fulnefs  of  joy  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  Jehovah,  and  invefted  with  univerfal  domi- 
nioB,  he  fhall  receive  the  homage  of  all  the  celeftial 
hofts.  Compared  with  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the 
earth  in  his  glory,  how  mean  doth  the  potentates  of 
this  world  appear  !  Their  dominions  are  circum- 
fcribed  within  narrow  limits,  and  their  reign  is  foon 
tenninated,  whereas  his  empire  hath  no  bounds,  nei*- 
tber  ibaU  it  have  any  end.  It  extends  to  all  places, 
to  all  creatures,  and  to  all  times,  1  fhould  have  faid 
to  immortal  ages.— -Thofe  who  treat  his  gofpel  with 
contempt,  who  look  on  his  people  as  the  off-fcouring 
of  aU  things,  who  confider  his  yoke  as  infupportable, 
attendance  on  his  inftitutions  as  an  irkfome  tafk, 
and  who  avowedly  oppofe  his  honour  and  intereft, 

Ihould 
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fheuld  be  ftruck  with  horror  at  the  review  of  their 
criminal  conduct,  and  in  the  profpe<^  of  the  direful 
confequences  that  (hall  refult  from  their  infatuation 
and  daring  prefumption.  The  faithful  fubje£b  of 
his  kingdom,  for  whofe  benefit  the  Lord  Jefus  is 
highly  exalted,  ought  to  rejoice  and  be  exceeding 
glad  in  the  profpet^  of  their  elevation  to  glory  and 
honour  with  their  beloved  Mafter,  who  will  infinitely 
more  than  compenfate  them  for  all  that  they  ever 
did  or  fufifered  on  his  account. 

14.  As  many  were  a(^oni(hed  at  thee;  (his 
vifage  was  fo  marred  more  than  any  man^ 
and  his  form  more  than  the  fons  of  men.) 

To  exihibit  the  eminent  exaltation  of  the  great 
Meffiah  with  the  more  advantage,  Ifaiah  brings  iata 
view  a  remakable  circumitance,  relative  to  his  humiUa^ 
tion,  which  is  contrafted  with  lus  elevation  to  the 
glory  he  now  poflefles.— -Many  who  beheld  him 
during  his  refidence  on  earth  were  on  various  ac- 
counts  furprifed  and  aftoniflied.  Some  were  furprif. 
ed  at  the  confummate  wifdom  he  difcovered  m  hig 
condud  and  difcourfes,  others  were  aftonilhed  at  the 
irrefiftible  power  he  exercifed  over  all  perfons  and 
elements.  Some  wondered  at  the  ^gracious  words 
that  proceded  out  of  his  mouth,  others  were  amazed 
at  the  mighty  works  he  performed,  and  the  authority 
wherewith  he  delivered  his  inilrudions.  Some  were 
furprifed  at  his  pretenfions  to  the  high  charader  of 
the  Son  of  God,  others  were  aftonifhed  at  his  humble 
appearance,  the  meannels  of  his  kindred  and  con- 
nexions, the  ignominy  of  his  death,  the  triumphs  of 
his  refurredion,  the  glory  of  his  afcenfion,  the  pour* 
ing  out  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  extenfive  fucce& 
that  attended  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel.  Through 
the  foolilh  prejudices  they  entertained,  they  coidd 
not  reconcile  things  fo  apparently  oppofite  to  one 
another ;    hence  proceeded  perplexity  and  aftonifh-i 

ment. 
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menL  Not  a  few  people  of  this  deferiptiori  feem  to 
have  been  prefcnt  among  the  irien  of  Iffacl  at  An- 
tioch,  to  whom  the  apofUe  Paul,  in  the  conclufion  df 
his  difcourfe,  gave  this  sldmonition:     *  Beware  left 

*  that  come  upon  you  which  is  fpoken  of  in  the  pro- 

*  phets.  Behold,  ye  defpifers,  and  wonder,  and  pe- 

*  ri(h  *  !•  • 

His  vifage  was  marred  more  than  any  tfiah  Thi^ 
circumftance.  which  was  remarkably  verified  iii 
]efus  Chrift,  efpecially  toward  the  conclufion  of  his 
life  on  earth,  fuggefts  one  reafon  why  many  were 
a(toni(hed  at  him.  Never  was  a  man  fo  barbaroUfly 
treated  as  the  blefled  Redeemer.  Though  fairer 
than  the  fons  of  men,  and  altogether  lovely ;  though 
he  was  holy,  harmlefs,  and  undefiled;  though  he 
had  no  fin,  neither  guile  in  his  mouth;  though  he 
was  full  of  companion,  and  manifefted  incomparable 
benevolence  in  a  thoufand  inftances,  he  received  the 
moft  cruel  and  outrageous  indignities.  He  was  ex- 
pofed  to  the  reproaches  and  infults  of  his  inveterate 
enemies;  he  was  beaten,  he  was  fcourged,  he  was 
crowned  with  thorns,  he  was  ftruck  on  the  head,  he 
was  blindfolded,  he  was  fpit  upon,  he  was  drelled 
as  an  objefl  of  derilion,  after  being  Uript  of  his  own 
garments,  covered  with  blood,  i^nfeebled  by  paiii 
and  anguifli,  he  was  harrafled  by  the  powers  of  dark- 
nefs,  and  forfaken  by  his  God,  fo  that  his  foul  wais 
exceeding  forrowful  even  unto  death.  Having  been 
fflbft  Unjuft]y  condemned,  by  an  iniquitous  fentence, 
to  an  ignominious  and  painful  death,  he  was  led 
forth  to  the  place  of  execution,  where  he  was  cruci- 
fied between  two  malefa&ors.  If  David,  the  king 
of  Ifrael,  through  his  manifold  troubles  and  forrows, 
fpeaks  of  himfelf  as  a  wonder  to  many;  if  Job  was 
fo  disfigured  by  reafon  of  grief,  that  be  became  like 
a  (hadowt-^how  much  more  mud  the  comely  counte- 
nance of  David's  Lord  and  job's  Redeemer  have  been 
hurt  and  marred !— Behold  the  map.  No  wonder  that 
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his  beautiful  vifage  was  more  disfigured  than  any 
man'so-^iio  wonder  that  his  form  and  fiiape  were 
more  fpoiled  than  any  of  the  ions  of  men!  Behold » ye 
impenitent  tranfgreifbrst  the  compaflionate  Saviour, 
tortured  by  the  moil  excruciating  fufferings^  whick 
he  fuftained  with  invincible  patience,  that  he  might 
expiate  your  iniquities,  and^fee,  as  in  a  faithful 
mirror,  with  what  terrible  miferies  your  fins  (ball  be 
accompanied,  if  you  do  not  forfake  them,  and  believe 
in  the  great  Redeemer.  Contemplate,  ye  believing, 
penitent  people,  the  wounds,  the  fufiferings  of  every 
kind,  and  the  ghaftly  'appearance  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  when  he  bare  your  fins  on  his  own  body,  and 
made  atonement  for  your  trefpailes  I  The  painful 
agonies  to  which  he  fubmitted,  that  fo  marred  his 
vHage,  ought  to  excite  not  merely  fame  tranfient 
emotions  in  our  minds,  that  will  vanifli.  at  the  firft 
aflault  of  temptation,  but  they  (hould  make-  aa 
indelible  impreffion  on  our  hearts^  and  produce  per* 
manent  efieds  on  our  lives. 

15.  So  fhall  he  fprinkle  many  nations,  the 
kings  fhall  fiiut  their  mouths  at  him :  Jar  that 
which  had  not  been  told  them  fhall  they  fee  ; 
and  that  which  they  had  not  heard,  fhall  they 
confiden 

Some  of  the  joyful  confequences  with  which  the 
exaltation  of  Jefus  Chrift  was  to  be  accompanied, 
are  here  graphically  defcribed.  As  many  were  to 
be  aftoniihed  at  the  poor  affliOed  ftate  of  the 
Mefliab,  wbUft  he  continued  on  earth,  fo  very  many 
were  to  experience  the  happy  efiSsds  of  his  elevation 
to  the  right  hand  of  God,— So /baU  be ^rinkk  nuaig 
ttotiom.  In  this  expreffion^  there  feems  to  be  an 
obvious  allufion  to  the  typical  fprinklings  appointed 
under  the  Old  Teftament,  and  particularly  to  thofe 
performed  by  the  High  Prieft,  who  was  commanded 

to 
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to  fprinkk  the  blood  of  the  vidim;  offered  in  fftcrifice 
for  himfelf  and  the  people,  fevea  times  before  the 
Loid,  of  which  we  read  Lev.  iv.  6.  etfeq.  or  to  the 
purification  of  a  leper,  mentioned  chap.  xvi.  7.  et 
fiq.    In  reference  to  thefe  inftitutions,  our  prophet 
fiiretek  that  }efas  Chtift,  the  great  High  Frieft  of  our 
profeffion,  was  to  fprinkle  many  nations  with  his 
Si¥ine  dodrine,  which  was  to  drop  upon  them  as 
tfie  rain,  and  his  fpeeeh  to  diftil  as  the  dew,  as  the 
imA  rain  upon  the  tender  herb,  and  fhowers  upon 
the  grafs-^That  he  (hall  fpiinkle  them  with  water. 
in  the  facred  ordinance  of  baptifm,  adminiftered  by 
his  fervants,  in  obedience  to  his  appointment,  where- 
in they  were  to  renounce  whatever  is  oppofite  to  his 
honour  and  intereft,  and  to  be  iblemnly  admitted  to 
the  external  privileges  of  his  Church.-^That  he  ihall 
iprinkle  many  of  them  with  his   precious  blood, 
therefore  emphatically  denominated  the  filood  of 
Sjn'inklfng  *,  which  being  eSedually  applied  by  the 
Holy  Ghdft,  deanfeth  from  all  filthinefs  of  the  ileih 
and  fpirit,  and  purges   the  confcience  from  dead 
works  to  ferve  the  living  God.    Hie  prediftion  im- 
ports, that  Jefus  Ghrift  was  to  communicate  the  im- 
menfe  benefits  refulting  from  his  palfion,  to  people  of 
all  nations,  and  that  his  blood  was  to  be  Mfediually 
api^ed  to  them  for  all  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was 
ifaed.     It  was  remarkably  fulfilled  by  the  commiffion 
ivhich  the  Lord  Jefus  gave  to  his  apoftles,  to  difciple, 
to  ChrifHanise  all  nations,  by  teaching  and  baptizing 
^Aem.     Perhaps  it  may  alfo  refer  to  the  extraor- 
dioary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  conferred  on  his  dif- 
ciples  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  when,  as  he  had  told 
them,  they  were  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft. — 
Let  us  be  felicitous  to  (hare  in  this  promifed  blefiing, 
and  eameftly  entreat  of  Jefus  Chrift  fo  to  fprinkle 
oar  hearts,  as  that  all  the  faculties  of  *our  foub  may 
he  thoroughly  fanftified,  that  we  may  not  only  re^ 
tain,  but  adorn  our  holy  profefBon. 

*  Heb.  J  2.  24. 


84  LECTURES  ON  THE        Chaf.  LU. 

Tbe  kings fiaU (but  their  mouths  at  him.  The  edids 
of  princes  are  the  mouths  whereby  they  fpeak  to 
their  fubjeds,  and  make  known  their  royal  will 
and  pleafure.  The  proclamations  ifTued  by  tbe 
monarchs,  intended  in  the  words  before  us,  and  the 
laws  which  they  had  enaded  hoftile  to  the  fervants 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  were  to  be  revoked  and  annulled, 
being  determined  no  longer  to  employ  their  autho- 
rity in  oppofition  to  the  interefts  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom*  Having  been  in  fome  meafure  acquainted 
with  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  the  happy  efiedls  pro- 
duced by  the  enlargement  of  the  Meffiah's  kingdom, 
and  the  powerful  operations  of  his  grace;  and 
having  feen  awful  inftances  of  terrible  judgment^ 
inflifted  on  thofe  who  perfecuted  his  fervants,  they 
were  to  revoke  the  cruel  ftatutes  they  had  pub- 
liflied,  wherein  they  had  blafphemed  God  and  his 
tabernacle.  Struck  with  admiration  of  the  glory 
and  majefty  of  the  Saviour,  they  were  to  be  con- 
drained,  with  hjiimble  reverence,  tp  yield  him  pro- 
found adoration  and  fpbmiilion.  The  feafon  of  this 
change  of  conduft  is  fubjoined  in,  the  following 
words : — For  that  which  had  not  been  told  them,  Jba/I 
fheyjee,  S^c.  The  apoftle  Paul,  in  his  epiftle  to  the 
Romans,,  writing  of  the  fuccefs  that  attended  the 
miniftry  of  the  gofpel  in  thofe  places  where  Jefus 
Chrift  had  never  been  before  preached,  cites  this 
predidion  * :     *  But  as  it  is  written,  to  whom  he 

*  was  not  fpoken  of  they  fliall  fee,  and  they  that  have 

•  not  heard  (liall  underftand.'  The  prophecies  rela* 
live  to  the  Mef&ah  were  delivered  to  the  pofterity  of 
Ifrael,  and  not  to  the  Gentiles,  wlio  were  ftrangers  to 
the  covenants  of  promife.  After  the  gofpel  was 
publifhed  to  thofe  who  had  been  fufTered  to  walk  in 
their  own  ways,  princes  and  great  men,  who  hitherto 
had  been  ignorant  of  the  perfon  and  falvation  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  were  tp  heboid  thefe  glorious  objedls 
with  the  eyes  of  their  enlightened  underftandings. 
In  the  exercile  of  believing  contemplation,  they  were 

to 
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to  confider  the  important  truths  refpe6tlng  the  Son 
of  God,  his  gracious  defign  of  coming  into  the 
world,  and  to  view  him  evidently  fet  forth  as  cruci- 
fied in  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel,  Thefe  intereft- 
ing  difcoverics  they  were  attentively  to  revolve  in 
their  minds,  as  matters  of  the  greatell  moment, 
wherein  they  were  deeply  concerned.  Perceiving 
their  real  excellence,  and  the  wonderful  effeds 
which,  through  the  Divine  bleffing,  they  produce, 
they  were  to  ponder  with  admiration  and  pleafure 
on  thofe  things,  of  which  in  times  pail  they  had  not 
heard. — Alas,  brethren,  fome  there  are  who  fee 
and  know  what  they  do  not  confider !  Do  you  fe* 
rioully  meditate  on  the  facred  truths  recorded  in  tae 
Scriptures,  until  you  difcover  their  infinite  import- 
ance and  fuitablenefs  to  your  circumfiances.  At-> 
tend  to  the  inftrudions,  the  warnings,  and  encou- 
ragements they  convey,  to  the  precepts,  the  threat- 
nings  and  promifes  they  contain,  and  efpecially  think 
of  the  Saviour,  and  the  falvation  they  reveal.  Fix 
your  minds  on  the  great  things  that  God  hath  dcjue 
for  you,  and  endeavour  to  have  them  deeply  im- 
preffed  on  your  hearts.  Diligently  ufe  the  means  of 
improvement  in  the  knowledge  and  grace  of  Jefus 
Cbrift,  earneftly  requefling  that  the  prefcnce,  power, 
and  bleffing  of  God,  may  render  thenj  effeduaj  rpr 
brmging  you  to  an  experimental  acquaintance  with 
the  life  and  power  of  godlinefs,  Confider  wnat  I 
fay,  and  the  Lord  give  you  underltandmg  in  all 
things. 


PRELI- 
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THE  Lord  God  having  mentioned  by  our  Prophet, 
in  the  preceeding  part  of  this  difcourfe,  the  humble 
.af&ided  date  of  the  great  Redeemer  of  mankind,  he 
takes  occaiion  more  fully  to  fbretel  the  direful  fuSer* 
ings  which  he  was  to  endure  for  the  redemption  of 
tranfgreiSbrs.  By  minutely  prediding  the  circum- 
fiances  relative  to  this  aftonifiung  event,  contrary  to 
human  expefbrtion,  and*  removed  at  the  diftance  of 
ages  from  the  time  wherein  this  prophecy  was  deli- 
vered, he  hath  left  on  record  an  illullrious  proof  of  his 
perfed  knowledge  of  futurity,  he  hath  explained  the 
reafons  of  this  divine  oeconomy  of  Providence,  and 
he  hath  laid  a  fure  foundation  whereon  faith  in  Jefas 
Chrift  is  eftablifhed.  By  comparing  the  prediOTons 
now  before  us  with  the  fafts  recorded  in  the  gofpels, 
the  mouth  of  infidelity  is  flopt,  and  every  pretext  is 
taken  away  to  which  obftinate  incredulity  might 
have  recourfe.  If  various  drftant  future  events,  in- 
fcrutable  to  human  fagacity,  refpeding  one  perfon 
whom  we  call  the  Meffiah  have  been  foretold,  and 
thefe  events  have  exaftiy  come  to  pafs  in  the  hiftory 
of  an  individual,  and  in  no  other,  muft  not  thefe  pre- 
diiJtions  have  been  infpired  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
he  to  whom  they  are  applicable  have  his  claim  to  be 
the  Meffiah  confirmed  by  the  fupreme  authority  of 
Jehovah  ? 

With  this  view,  among  others,  we  enter  on  the 
confideration  of  the  fecond  fe&ion  of  the  third  dif- 
courfe  contained  in  the  fifth  book  of  thefe  propecies, 
which  exhibit  a  moving  defcription  of  the  humilia- 
tion, fufferings,  and  death  of  Jefus  Chrift,  with  their 
caufes  and  confequences.  The  fubjedt  is  introduced 
by  an  inquiry  concerning  the  fmall  fuccefs  of  the 
gofpel  among  the  Jews  and  the  incredulity  of  the 
Gentiles,  ver.  i. — The  reafon  of  this  mournful  event  is 
'  affigned,  viz.  the  very  humble  ftate  in  which  the 
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Meffiahappeured/andithe  moft  ignominious  death  that 
he  fuftained,  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  God,  which 
rendered  him  odious  and  contemptible  in  the  view 
of  proud,  inconfiderate  mortaU,  ver.  a.  and  3. — The 
tnie  caufe  of  his  profound  abafement  is  then  explain- 
ed. It  did  not  anfe  from  any  fault  that  he  had  comr- 
mittedt  but  was  occafiooed  by  the  fins  of  thofe  for 
whofe  redemption  he  fubmitted  to  the  death  of  the 
CIQ&,  ver.  4 — 7.— -The  joyful  coniequences  which 
were  to  refult  from  his  complicated  fufferings  are  next 
delienated,  from  whence  it  is  apparent  that  he  is 
beloved  and  precious  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  that  in 
the  moft  afflided  condition,  he  was  the  objeft  of  the 
peculiar  care  of  his  providence,  ver.  8 — 10. — After 
which  Jehovah  is  refNrefented  confirnung  the  doc- 
trine of  the  gofpel,  and  infiruding  the  Church  as 
to  the  extenfive  glorious  efieds  that  were  to  proceed 
firom  the  obedience  performed  by  his  ri^teous  Ser- 
Taot,  ven  xz.and  12. 


CHAP.    LIU. 

WHO  hath  believed  our  report?  said  to 
whom  is   the  arm  of  the  Lord  re- 
vealed? 

This  exclamation,  or  inquiry,  made  by  Ifaiah  in  the 
name  of  his  fellow  fervants,  and  of  the  apoftles  and 
minifters  of  the  word,  exprefTes  furprize  and  forrow 
at  the  infidelity  of  thofe  who  rejeded  then:  teftimony, 
and  the  little  fruit  that  accompanied  their  labours! — 
The  Hebrew  word  tranflated  report,  fignifies  a  ru« 
inour  that  is  fpread  abroad,  a  word  that  is  heard,  a 
dodrine  that  is  propofed  and  inculcated  by  public 
teachers.  Here  it  denotes  the  meflage  that  Jehovah 
hath  fcnt  by  his  fervants  to  his  people,  from  whom  he 
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demands  the  obedience  of  faith.     It  contains  the  ini- 
portant  truths  which  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  reveal 
for  their  inftrudtion,  the  holy  precepts  he  hath  given 
as  the  rule  of  their  conduct,  the  joy^l  tidings  he  hath 
pubhChed  concerning  falvation,  the  precious  promifes 
he  hath  delivered  as  ground  of  encouragement,  and 
the  awful  threatnings  denounced  againft  tranfgref- 
fion.    Ifaiah,  fpeaking  not  in  his  own  name  only,  but 
in  that  of  the  other fervants  of  God,  calls  it  their  report; 
becaufe  they  are  intruded  with  the  bufinefs  of  propo- 
gating  it  throughout  the  world.     Though  the  truth 
is  always  fubftantially  the  fame,  it  hath  been  revealed 
with  different  degrees  of  perfpicuity,  as  the  Church 
was  able  to  bear.    In  early  ages,  it  appeared  as  a 
light  Ihining  in  a  dark  place,  that  had  burft  out  from 
obfcurity,  afterward  it  fhone  forth  with  increafing 
brightnefs  unto  the  perfed  day.    There  cannot  re- ' 
main  a  doubt  that  this  report,  this  teftimony,  this 
record  of  God  concerning  his  Son,  ought  to  be  ac* 
counted  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  and  (hould  be 
believed  with  the  heart  unto  falvation.     It  is  at- 
tended with  the  mod  fatisfying  evidences,  and  where 
it  is  received  with  faith  and  love,  it  never  fails  to 
produce  the  mod  falutary  eSeds. — ^Who  then  hath 
believed  the  words  of  the  prophecies  of  this  book, 
and  who  continues  in  the  things  that  are  written 
therein,  knowing  of  whom  they  have  learned  them  ? 
They  who,  deeply  aSeded  with  the  interefting  dif- 
coveries  therein  contained,  give    them  undoubted 
credit,  placing    their  entire    dependence    on    the 
power,  grace^  and  faithfulnefs  of  Jehovah,  for  the 
accomplifliment  of  his  good  word,   fay,  with  the 
apoftle  Paul,  •  We  know  whom  we  have  believed;* 
and  with  the  apodle  Peter,  *  We  have  not  followed 
•  cunningly  devifed  fables.' 

To  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed?  The 
arm^of  Jehovah,  as  I  lately  remarked,  when  dif^- 
courfing  from  chap.  lii.  lo.  may  fignify  his  mighty 
power  exerted  by  the  minidry  of  the  gofpel  for  the 
converdon  and  falvation  of  mankind.    This  power 

is 
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is  revealed  and  glorioully  difplayed  in  the  .blefled 
dkSts  produced  by  his  Divine  agency,  on  the  hearts 
of  thofe  he  reconciles  to  bimfelf,  and  brings  into  fub- 
jedion  to  his  government ;— by  removitig  their  preju- 
dices againft  the  truth,  and  by  enlightning  their 
raiods  to  underftand  it*  It  is  manifefted  when  they 
are  declared  to  be  the  epiftle  of  Chrift  miniftered  by 
us,  as  the  apoflle  Paul  fpeaks,  >  Written  not  with 
'  pen  and  ink^  but  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God ; 

*  not  in  tables  of  ft  one,  but  in  flefhly  tables  of  the 

*  heart*.'  The  exprelfions  are  beautiful  and  for- 
cible. The  heart  is  the  table  whereon  Jefus  Chrift 
writes^  by  the  miniftry  of  his  fervants,  his  laws, 
which  are  the  epiftle  he  fends  unto  the  world,  inti« 
matin;;  his  royal  will  and  pleafure.  That  this  table 
may  ferve  this  good  purpofe,  he  removes  its  natural 
hardnefs  and  obduracy,  renders  it  foft,  and  fufcep- 
tible  of  Divine  impreffions.  The  charaders  which 
he  there  infcribes  are  not  formed  with  pen  and  irik, 
which  might  be  eafily  blotted  out  or  erafed,  but  by 
the  power  and  Spirit  of  Almighty  God,  fo  that  the 
iropreffion  becomes  indelible,  and  perfectly  legible 
to  him  that  underftands.  Thofe  to  whom  *the  arm 
of  the  Lord  is  thus  revealed  are  made  acquainted 
with  the  grace  of  God  in  truth ;  they  delight  in  his 
word,  and  obey  his  will ;  they  bring  forth  fruit  unto 
God,  and  being  doen  of  his  work,  are  blefled  in  their 
deed. — What  admirable,  glorious  eSedts,  refult  from 
the  revelation  of  the  arm  of  the  Lord,  not  only  in 
things  that  are  feen  and  temporal,  but  efpecially  in 
the  hearts  and  difpofitions  of  men !  What  excel- 
lence, what  beauty,  are  confpicuous  in  all  the  works 
of  God's  hands !  but  all  that  comelinefs  and  glory  fliall 
decay,  and  wax  old  like  a  garment,  whereas  the 
beauties  of  holinefs,  communicated  by  his  renovating 
power,  when  he  forms  his  own  lovely  refemblance 
00  the  human  foul,  fhall  never  perifii,  but  ihall 
flouriih  through  immortal  ages. 

iVbo  batb  believed  our  report^  &c.     This  enquiry. 
Vol.  IV.  M  which 
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which  is  twicfc  cited  In  the  New  Teftdififtnt  *,  inti- 
rtAtcs,  that  fhert  wert  wm^wiTWlvifely  few  who  ere* 
dited  the  tidings  pijibliftied  feffMailig  the  hoihaiatioil 
afid  fubfe^aefit  e^altatiion  of  the  great  Meffikh.  TIm 
complaint  was  not  peculiar  to  the  time  wherein 
Ifatah  and  his  felloW-ferVtiMs  wete  employed  in  de^ 
lifting  the  hitjflages  from  God,  wherewith  they 
Were  inttufted.  Whilft  the  Son  of  God,  the  gnsit 
prophet  of  Jehovah,  who  tpA^m  never  man  fpake, 
Was  teaching  the  way  of  God  ifn  truth,  and  making 
Anown  his  Falvation,  notwithftanding  the  aflonifliing 
miracles  he  performed,  there  were  not  many  who 
received  his  teftimony,  to  whom  his  do^rine  proved 
the  pol;rerof  God  unto  falvution.  in  reviewing  the 
eifeAs  of  his  miniftry  among  Jews  and  Gentiles,  the 
apoftle  Paul  introduces  the  words  we  have  been  con- 
fidering  as  thetieby  verified.  Indeed^  in  every  age, 
and  particularly  in  the  period  wherein  we  live,  the 
minifters  of  God  have  had  juft  reafon  to  take  up  this 
mournful  lamentation.  Some  rejcft  th^  report  of 
the  gofpel,  on  account  of  the  fublime  dodrines 
it  contains,  which  tranfcend  their  comprehenfion* 
Others  refufe  to  give  it  credit^  becauTe  of  the  piain^^ 
nefs  and  limphcity  with  which  it  is  propofed,  be- 
caufe  it  is  adapted  to  the  capacities  of  the  meaneft, 
and  therefore  they  deem  it  unworthy  of  their  no- 
tice. Some  are  emended  at  the  ftri^nefs  of  its  pre- 
cepts, others  ate  difples^ed  at  the  freedoms  o&d 
by  its  minifters,  the  information  which  it  contains, 
and  the  plan  of  falvation  which  it  exhibits,  that  is 
defigned  to  humble  the  great,  the  learned,  and  the 
proud.  From  perfons  of  thcfe  defcriptions  it  often 
meets  with  the  ftrongeft  oppofition ;  ^nd  as  few  of 
tfaem  who  have  believed  the  report  are  among  the 
rkh  and  great  x>f  this  world,  many  in  low  citcum- 
ftance^  have  been  detecred^  by  their  means^  through 
ignorance,  bigotry,  mid  pride,  from  embracing  the 
gofpel,  and  have  periifted  in  treating  it  with  (cord 
and  dcrifion.    The  chief  caufe  is  mentioned  in  the 

latter 
*  John  zii.38.  aod  RcoK  x*  i6. 
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latter  part  of  thia  verfe :  tie  arntiff  the  l^rd  bath  n$t 
been  revealed,  the  powerful  tofluence  of  hU  gmc/^ 
hadi  not  been  axperieoced.r-'WitiA  feFVQ\ir  iivl  tm^ 
portoniti^  let  as  adopt  the  earnefl  prayer  of  tho 
bfausdi,  *  Awake,  awake,  O  arm  of  the  bQrd.  put  otf 
ftcengtfa/  ^q.  The  longer  that  God  d^fars  to  gr^nt 
OUT  requeAs,  tha  mora  impcnrtunate  ought  to  be  out 
fupidicatiQns  for  his  gtadous  ioterpoiiUon  in  CMif 
farotir,  and  in  hchalf  of  bis  GbarcJbt }  tbeu  f^aj  we 
hope  that  wa  Aiall  not  afk  in  vain. 


a.  For  he  Aall  grow  up  befbrc  him.  as  a 
tender  plant,  and  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry 
grouud ;  he  hath  no  form  nor  comelinefs :  and 
-vhm  vTQ  fhall  fee  hiro,  fi^^re  is  po  beauty  that 
ve  fliQi>14  d«fire  bUtt. 

TV  htimWe  e^ttaiStbn  apdnwan  appW«nceof 

the  Mel9iah»,  i^ve  f99ntiaoe4  ?s  principal  caufes  of 
the  mouf^fal  i^voQt  complained  of  in  th^  prpcedin^ 
veife.  Men  whoic  piif^ds  wor^  warped  with  preju* 
dices,  end  not  enligb^enfd  by  th^  ipirit  of  wifdoin  tp 
Ac  the  ftwc^ty  of  a  fiiflfering  ll^dcen^ier,  would  not 
€Ofd«aUy  feqeivQ  1^1^,  asd  pWce  tbek  tfuit  in  hin^ 
for  ialj^atipfitT— Some  illvftriw^  perfon  pf  djiHpguiibed 

empeoce  in  bwe  obar^erixed  by  feveral  remark* 

able  cir««(nftenc^^«  whifh  arc  attributed  to  hiip^ 

The  firit  qu^oa  ^lat  riatv^rally  ogcurs  on  reading 

the  wQfds  fclrfoFip  w  is,  refre^ing  the  fubjcd  of  thi? 

prophecy.    W^  cnqiair*,  with  the  man  of  ttbiopia, 

when  ^tl^ng  in  hi^  chaiiot   reading  this  chapter, 

•  Of  whom  fpeafcetj^  tbe  prpphet  this,  of  himfelf  or 

'  of  {bm«  o^her  aian  ?'    U  ia  evident  that  JTai^b  fpak? 

not  of  JbiwfeJf,  fcr  what  is  here  written  13  not  appli- 

^ble  Jjo  km*     Who  then  is  the  other  perfon  of 

whom  he  fgretold«T^^^  /^^  ^r^Vf  up  before  b'^m  a^ 

a  tender  plants  &c.      The  predidiops  regorded  in 

this  paiTage  of  X(pript\ire  acc\irately  defcribe  the  Lord 

Jefiis  Chrifti  the  proi^oifed  Meiiiah|  who  was  born  of 

thei 
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the  Virgin  Mary,  V9ho  MEeted  under  Pontius  Pilate, 
who  was  crucified,  dead,  and  buried,  who  on  the 
third  day  rofe  horn  the  dead,  and  who  in  the  pre-- 
ceding  context  is  fpoken  of  as  the  fervant  of  Jehovah. 
This  wonderful  perfon  is  here  abruptly  introduced 
to  notice  as  the  fubjed  of  the  following  prophecies, 
which  exadUy  delineate,  in  ftrong  colours,  his  cha- 
rader,  his  fufferings,  and  their  joyful  confequences. 

HeJbaUgrovD  up^  frc/    According  to  this  predic* 
tion,  Jefus  Chrift  was  to  arife  from  a  refpedable  fa« 
roily  of  the  pofterity  of  Abraham,  which,  at  the  time 
of  his  birth,  was  to  be  in  a  low  depreiled  condition, 
eoafpicuous  neither  for  rank  or  dignity.    He  was  to 
advance  from  infancy  and  childhood  to  maturity^* 
and  manhood,  increafing  in  bodily  ftature,  whilft  all 
the  faculties  of  his  foul  were  to  expand  and  improve. 
In  this  manner  he  was  to  grow  up  *  before  Jehovah,' 
(who  is  mentioned  in  the  preceding  verfe)  under  his 
immediate  infpeftion,  who  always  beheld  him  with  a 
pleafant  countenance ;  through  the  fpecial  care  and 
prote6Hon  of  his  providence,  whofe  prefence  was  to 
attend  him  in  every  ftage  of  life. — His  growth  is 
tompared  to  that  of  a  tender  plant,  of  young  (hoot, 
t^markable  for  its  rapid  progrefs,  which  requires  to 
be  treated  with  much  attention,  and  is  the  objed  of 
his  efpecial  care  Who  planted  it,  and  who  provides 
for  its  fafety.     The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  grew  up  before 
God,  who  never  left  him  alone,  but  was  always  with 
him,  and  preferved  him  from  being  killed  by  the 
cruel  defign  of  Herod,  from  being  hurt  by    the 
alTaults  of  the  devil,  the  reproaches  and  hoftile  inten- 
tions of  his  enemies,—- ^/i^  as  a  root  out  of  dry 
groundy  where,  having  little  moifture,  it  puts  forth 
only  an  inconfiderable  ilem,  from  which  little  ex- 
pedations  are  entertained,  either  of  bloflbms  or  fruit. 
As  by  the  former  fimilitude  our  prophet  exhibited 
the  tender  care  of  Jehovah  toward  his  righteous 
Servant,  fo  by  the  one  now  before  us,  he  fets  forth  the 
mean  ftate  of  the  family  from  which  the  MejQiah 
Mras  to  arife,  and  their  incapacity  to  afford  fuitable 

nourifhment 
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nouriihxnent  aiid  fupport  to  the  root  and  oSspring 
of  David.  Though  his  exterior  condition  was  mean 
and  unpromifing,  though  he  ^pofTefled  not  wealth,  or 
riches,  or  grandeur,  and  feemed  for  a  while  not  en- 
dowed with  abilities  fuperior  to  other  men,  yet,  as 
foretold,  he  grew  up  unheeded  by  thofe  around  himt 
untutored  by  their  care,  untnftruded  by  their 
teachers,  and  unprovided  by  their  bounty. 

He  batb  no  firm  or  comeUnefi^  &c*  The  figure  or 
fliape  of  the  Meifiah's  perfon,  wherein  there  was  no 
blemi(h,  does  not  feem,  from  what  is  here  faid,to  have 
been  remarkable  for  beauty  or  elegance.  He  is  in«* 
deed  juftly  celebrated  by  an  infpired  prophet*,  for 
being  fiiirer  than  the  children  of  men,  the  mod  emi* 
nent  6E  whom  he  far  tranfcended  in  the  excellence  of 
his  perfon,  the  fublimity  of  his  dodtrine,  and  the  im- 
portance of  his  office.  There  was  little  however 
in  his  external  appearance  that  commanded  admira- 
tion, refped,  or  reverence.  Thofe,  therefore,  who  faw 
him,  did  not  imagine  that  his  afped^  was  expreflive  of 
the  dignity  and  majefty  of  the  high  character  .he  aflu- 
med ;  they  did  not  behold  that  haughty  countenance, 
that  fuperciltousdemeanor,which  are  often  confpicuous 
in  thde  who  occupy  high  ftations,  nor  did  they  dif- 
cover  in  him  any  .of  thofe  qualities,  which  are  viiible 
in  the  afiertors  of  public  liberty,  or  the  triumphant 
conquerors  of  mankind.  In  the  Meifiah  were  com- 
bined, with  a  graceful  perfon,  an  engaging  afped  and 
condefcending  behaviour,  amiable  meeknefs,  humility, 
gcntlenefs,  and  companion ;  with  an  averfion  to  every 
fpecies  of  worldly  honour  and  vain  glory.  Not  only 
vas  his  whole  temper  and  conduct  diametrically  op- 
poGte  to  the  air  and  mein  of  thofe  who  are  admired 
by  the  men  of  this  world,  but  there  were  collateral 
circumftances  which  tended  to  dimini(h  the  public 
opinion  of  his  charader.  Defcendcd  of  obfcure 
parents  (his  fuppofed  father  being  a  carpenter),  born 
in  a  mean  village,  his  kindred  were  among  the  com- 
mon people,  he  was  reputed  a  Gallilean^  and  contemned 

as 
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^  a  Na^arene,  having  oAeo  familiar  jfHercaorfe  vath 
publicam  and  flnncrs,  his  di£cq>les  illitisrate  GQnttmcti^ 
and  faifnfelf  deitirute  of 'woddly  fplendour  amd  iraaith^ 
he  had  nothing  to  gratify  the  expeiEbtion  of  thoie  who 
looked  fgr  the  Meffiah  to  appear  as  a  naightj  cx)nquer# 
or.  Unfuppofted  bj  any  teftuDoniet  fvora  the  priefts 
and  chief  men  among  his  countrjroien  the  Jewa^  his 
dodrine  and  ai3;ions  were  oondemned  by  the  icribes 
and  Pharifees,  whilll  tskay  ofhisfaeareisi  con^Iatoed 
that  they  did  not  underftond  his  pafafaolicai  dtfcoHrfes* 
Though  his  wifijom  faolinciifi,  jeloquenoe,  and  tbe  ftu*^ 
|)endous  mirades  he  performed^  ought  to  ha^e  cont- 
ciliated  regard  and  efteem,  yet  were  thf/  ii^verely 
cenfiEced,  and  imputed  to  connexion  with  ijie  Pnoot 
of  the  devils.  On  theCe  accounts,  ftod  in  this  maflr 
ner,  his  'form  and  beauty  wans  obfoilred  ^nd  usperr 
ceived  by  «iany. 

.^bid  when  we  Jbail  fee  hm^  &c.  In  tfak  <exprefr 
iion  our  prophet  includes  hicnielf  wioh  thafe  of  wbooa 
he  fpeaks,  that  he  might  fbften  the  afperity  of  this 
i!emark,  which  plainly  incimates  that  the  fcrisjedls  cf 
xhe  prediftion  wer£  infisnfible  to  leal  worth  and  eZf- 
ceUence ;  that,  blinded  by  ignorance  and  pcejudices, 
they  did  not  diicern  any  conielin^ls  in  the  Saviour 
that  excited  their  defiffes-nr^and  that,  iiad  he  been  iiike- 
mioded  with  them,  and  had  the  fame  view  of  him 
with  them,  he  would  hai^  mani&iUd  fimilar  indif- 
ference toward  him.  The  4 vent  verified  this  ptxv 
phecy ;  for  though,  to  thofe  whole  nnderftandings 
were  enlightened,  Jefu6  Chrift  appeared  akogethei: 
lovely,  and  poflEeiling  a  glory  becoming  Che  oiriy  b^ 
gptt^n  Son  of  God  when  he  dwelt  upon  eaith,  yet 
the  bulk  of  the  people,  among  whom  he  was  conver- 
fant,  would  not  acknowledge  that  he  was  the  MefiUh 
proroifed  10  the  fathers.  They  faw  nothing  great  or 
deArable  in  him,  and  therefore  they  treated  him  with 
contempt  and  deteftation.»*^Io  what  light  doth  the 
compaffionate  lledeemer  appear  to  ypu,  my  heaoers  ? 
Senfible  of  his  incomparable  excellence  and  captivat* 
ing  beauty,  do  you  highly  efteem  him,  do  you  cor- 
dially 


VkR.  2.       PROPHECIES  OF  ISAIAH.  ^3 

dially  cmbrttce  htrri^  do  you  firmly  truft  tm  him,  and 
chttjffaiiy  obey  him  ?  Or,  ignorant  of  his  tranfcend« 
ent  Worth  aitd  adorable  grace,  do  you  fee  nothing  in 
him  to  gain  your  &ife£lion,  and  fo  make  light  of  bn 
example,  his  facrifice,  his  word^  and  his  otriinances? 
It  is  certainly  yout  duty  and  intereft  fertoufly  ro  con*^ 
fider  what  efttmate  you  have  forkned  of  h^m,  coti« 
ceming  whom  it  is  ftid, 

3.  He  is  defpifed  and  rejefted  df  men,  a 
man  of  fofrows,  and  acquainted  with  grief : 
and  we  hid  as  it  were  our  faces  from  him  ; 
he  was  defpired,  and  we  efteemed  him  not, 

Uaiah  having  afcribed  the  rejerfflion  of  Jefus  Chrift 
to  the  fpiritual  btindnefs  and  foolifh  prejudices  of 
men,  he  attributes  the  contempt  with  which  he  is 
treated  to  another  caufe.  namely,  the  afflided,  for- 
rowful  condition  to  which  he  fabmitted  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  his  people.  The  very  ctrcumftances  which 
fhould  have  endeared  him  to  mankind  are  converted 
into  occafions  of  negleft  and  abhorrence  How 
ailonifhing  the  grace  of  Jefus  Chritt  ;  how  deplorable 
the  pervetfity,  the  ingratitude,  and  wickednefs  of 
men  I 

He  is  dejpifird  and  rejfcled  of  men.  Thefe  words 
defcribe  the  treatment  given  to  the  Mefliah  during 
his  refidence  on  earth.  He  is  the  (lone  that  was 
rcfufed  and  fet  at  nought  by  the  chief  priefts  and 
Pharifees,  the  then  builders  of  the  Church.  When 
he  came  unto  his  own,  they  received  him  not ;  and, 
as  Ifaiah  declares  again  in  the  latter  part  of  this  verfe, 
he  was- defpifed,  and  we  eftcemed  him  not.  Even 
in  infancy,  H^rnd  the  King,  dreading  the  lofs  of  hid 
kingdom,  was  fo  inflamed  with  rage  at  the  innocent 
child,  that  he  iflued  an  order  requiring  that  all  the 
male  children  under  two  years  old  (hould  be  flain. 
After  his  public  minillry  commenced,  the  learned, 

the 
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the  rich,  and  the  great,  combined  againft  him,  and 
rejeded  his  mifiion  and  doArine ;  the  fcribes  and  the 
Pharifees  rejeAed  him  as  a  deceiver  and  impoftor ; 
and  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  following  their 
example,  detefted  and  rejeded  him  in  the  mod  con- 
temptuous manner.  Such  was  the  abhorrence  in 
which,  he  was  held  by  the  people  in  general,  that  a 
confpiracy  was  formed  againft  his  life,  his  perfon  was 
infulted,  his  miracles  were  traduced  as  done  in  confe- 
deracy with  Satan,  his  doctrine  was  rejeded  as  unin- 
telligible, and  his  condudt  was  reprefenced  as  inimical 
to  civil  government ;  yea,  he  was  charged  with  blaC- 
phemy  againft  God.  Notwithftanding,  there  were 
many  who  wondered  at  the  gracious  words  which 
proceeded  from  his  mouth ;  yet  fuch  was  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  of  the  multitude  at  Nazareth,  that 
they  thruft  him  out  of  the  city,  and  led  him  to-the 
brow  of  the  bill,  that  they  might  caft  him  down 
headlong*.  At  Jeruialem  they  lookup  ftones  to 
caft  at  him  f,  and  the  fcribes  and  Pharifees  fought  to 
lay  hands  on  him.  A  feditious  man,  who  was 
a  robber,  was  preferred  before  him ;  the  popular 
cry  was,  Crucify  him,  crucify  him ;  he  was  con- 
demned to  fufier  the  painful,  ignominious  death  of 
the  crofs ;  and,  to  give  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  con- 
tempt, he  was  crucified  between  two  malefaftors. — 
In  this  manner  was  the  MefBah  defpifed  and  re- 
jected of  men  in  the  days  of  his  humiliation,  to 
which  no  doubt  this  predidtion  immediately  refers. 
I>)otwithilanding  he  is  now  far  exalted  in  perfon 
above  thofe  injurious  infults  which  he  fuftained 
while  on  earth,  our  prophet's  words  are  ftill  verified. 
&ome  degrade  his  perfon,  others  defpife  his  ordi- 
nances, fome  rejedt  his  mediation,  others  contemn 
his  authority.  What  a  daring  affront  do  fuch 
people  offer  to  him  whom  all  men  are  commanded 
to  honour,  even  as  they  honour  the  Father  I  What 
vile  ingratitude  do  they  difcover  toward  him,  who  is 

infinitely 
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infinitely  worthy  of  their  higheft  efteem  and  thank- 
fbl  praifes. 

A  man  of  forrows  atf^  acquainted  with  griefs* 
Whofoever  perufes  with  attention  the  life  and  fuf- 
ftrings  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  muft  be  fully  fatisfied  of  the 
tnith  of  this  defcription:  forrowscompafled  him  round 
about,  and  flowed  in  upon  him  from  every  quarter. 
How  acute,  how  manifold,  the  bitter  fufferings  he 
endured,  which  could  not  fail  to  produce  the  mod 
pungent  forrow  in  his  exquifitely  tender  fpirit, 
Deftitute  of  a  habitation  in  which  to  refide,  he  was 
cxpofed  Co  the  cruel  perfecution  of  his  virulent  ene** 
nues,  to  thofe  diftrefles  that  arife  from  poverty  and 
want,  to  the  temptations  of  Satan,  to  the  contradic- 
tion and  reproach  of  finners.  Subjeft  to  infirmities, 
he  had  to  encounter  the  moil  powerful  oppofition, 
to  fuftain  the  mod  outrageous  infults,  and  to  bear  the 
mdft  diftreffing  anguilh  of  foul,  under  which  he  ex- 
claimed, •  Now  is  my  foul  exceeding  forrowful 
even  unto  death  ♦/—The  fubjeft  is  illuftrated  and 
confirmed  by  the  following  exprelfion:  And  ac* 
quamud  with  griefs^  that  were  as  the  intimate  com- 
l^ons  which  attended  him  wherever  he  went. 
Be  was  grieved  with  the  fins  and  afflidions  of  man- 
lund,  with  his  own  painful  diftrefles,  and  the  awful 
profped  of  the  approaching  agonies  wherewith  his 
death  was  to  be  accompanied.  To  thefe  he  often 
looked  forward,  and  of  them  he  frequently  took  oc- 
caficm  to  fpeak.  When  he  appeared  in  his  glory  on 
the  mount  of  Transfiguration,  he  talked  with  Mofes 
and  Elias  of  the  deceafe  he  was  to  accompliih  at 
Jerofalem.  At  his  triumphant  entrance  into  that 
city, when  the  multitude  of  his  difciples  rejoiced,  and 
praifed  God  for  all  the  mighty  works  which  they  had 
feen,  he  beheld  the  city— he  wept  over  it  at  the 
F^fp^  of  the  favourable  opportunities  they  had 
loft,  and  the  direful  calamities  they  were  to  fufier. 
Nor  did  griefs  forfake  him  in  the  facred  hours  of  re- 
tirement ;  for  when  in  folitude,  in  the  garden  of 
Vol.  IV.  N  Gethfcmane, 

^  Mat.  zxfi.  38. 
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Gethfemane,  he  was  in  an  agony  and  exceeding  for- 
rowful. — Let  us  frequently  contemplate  this  man  oi 
forrows,  who  was  acquainted  with  griefs,  who  for  the 
joy  that  was  ,fet  before  hift,  ei^iured  the  ciofs,  and 
defpifed  the  (hame,  and  is  now  fet  down  at  the  rigbt 
hand  of  the  throne  of  G«d ;  and  confider  him  who 
endured  fuch  afl9idive  forrows,  left  at  any  time  we  be 
weary  and  faint  in  our  minds.  Wit^  admiring  gra- 
titude, let  us  celebrate  his  wonderful  grace^  who  cqnr 
defbended  to  bear  our  griefs,  and  to  carry  our  forrows, 
and  earneftly  fuppUcate  from  him  firength  and  (up- 
port  under  aU  our  troubles. 

jind  we  bid  as  it  were  wr  faces  from  bim.  The 
Hebrew  words  may  be  rendered,  as  on  the  margin  of 
jbme  bibles,  He  hid  as  it  were  his  face  from  us. 
The  forrows  he  endured  in  his  profound  humiliation 
proved  as  a  vail,  which,  in  great  meafure,  concealed 
from  human  view  his  Divide  excellence  and  perfe<^ 
beauty,  gnd  therefore  he  was  defpifed  byinconfider? 
ate  mortals  on  th^t  very  account,  for  which  he  ought 
to  have  been  highly  efteemed.  The  more  common 
tranflation  feems  to  be  moft  agreeable  to  the  con- 
nexion of  the  words,  ^d  the  defign  of  our  prophet, 
in  repfefenting  the  bad  treatment  to  which  the  Mef. 
fiah  was  pleafed  to  fubmit.— This  predi<^on  was  re- 
markably fulfilled  after  he  waa  condemned  by  the 
Jewilh  fanbedrira,  and  delivered  by  Pilate,  the 
Roman  governor,  to  be  crucified.  Then  efpecially 
he  was  confidered  as  a  guilty  criminal,  unw<Mrthy  oi 
the  fmalleft  favour  or  regard^  and  deferving  the  fe- 
vereft  puuiihment.  Many  of  his  difciples  had  before 
that  time  been  offended  at  him,  and  gone  away,  and 
walked  no  more  with  him,  but  now,  a  very  few  ex- 
cepted, they  all  deferted  him,as  if  afliamed  of  having 
any  connexion  with  him.  £v^n  th(^e  who  had  left 
all  and  followed  bim,  who  had  heard  his  difcourfes, 
and  feen  his  miracles,  forfook  him  and  fled,  and  hid 
their  faces  from  him.  This  prediftion  Idbked  farther 
than  to  the  time  of  our  K^deemer*^  refidence  on 
parth,  and  is  verified  to  this  day  by  thofe.qf  his,  pro- 

fefled 
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£tScd  followers,  who«  baptized  unto  his  death,  and 
called  by  his  name,  decline  publicly  to  avow  him  for 
their  mailer,  and  to  acknowledge  their  dependence 
upon  him  for  all  that  they  enjoy  and  hope  to  receive. 
Do  you  remember  the  awful  declaration  of  Jefus 
Chtift :    *  Whofoever  (hall  be  alhamed  of  me,  or  of 

*  my  words,  in  this  finful  generation,  of  him  alfo 

*  ihall  the  Son  of  Man  be  afliamed,  when  he  cometh 

*  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  with  bis  holy  angeb**.-— 
The  true  reafon  of  fuch  odious  condudt  is  aifigned  in 
the  words  that  immediately  follow.  He  was  defpifedt 
and  we  efteemed  not.  Bo  not  they  defpife  him  who 
continue  ignorant  of  his  charadter  and  falvation,  amid 
the  many  opportunities  they  enjoy  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  his  glory  and  grace  ?  Do  they  efteem 
the  Saviour,  who  refufe  to  believe  and  obey  his  goC« 
pel^  notwithftanding  the  ftriking  evidences  fet  before 
them  of  his  Divine  miffioo  and  confummate  abilities? 
Do  they  efteem  him  who  make  light  of  his  amiable 
condefcenfion,  and  prefer  to  him  the  riches,  the 
honours,  and  pleafures  of  this  world  ?  No  wonder 
tint  fuoh  people  h|dc  their  faces  from  Jefus  Cbrift. 

4.  IT  Styrely  he  hatl|i  bom  our  griefs,  and 
carried  our  forrows  :  yet  we  did  efteeni  him 
ftrickeiii  fn^itten  of  G6d,  and  afflided. 

In  this  and  in  the  5th  verfe,  Ifaiah  explains  the  true 
caufe  of  the  direful  afflidions,  and  intenft;  forrows 
fuftained  by  the  Meffiah,  which  he  fets  forth  in  feve- 
ral  exprefiipns  of  fimilar  import.  This  interelling 
ful]jed  is  introduced  by  the  word  Surely^  which 
intimates  the  ilrong  perfuafion  and  firm  confidence 
that  he  felt  of  the  momentous  truth  here  aflerted. 
Divefted  of  the  prejudices  which  he  might  have  once 
entertained  againft  this  important  doctrine,  he  pro- 
ceeds, without  hefitation  or  ambiguity,  to  declare 
explicitly  the  real  caufes  of  the  excruciating  fuSer- 

ings 
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ings  and  manifold  griefs  endured  by  God*8  righteous 
Servant  in  his  humbled  condition.  It  is  evident, 
from  the  feveral  references  made  to  this  paflage  in 
the  New  Teftament,  that  it  entirely  relates  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  that  it  hath  a  dire£k  reference  to  him,  and  that 
he  is  the  perfon  undoubtedly  who  is  here  intended; 
The  predidion,  like  many  others,  is  delivered  in  the 
prophetic  ftile,  which  defcribes  events  certainly  fu- 
ture as  already  paft.  So  accurate  is  the  narration  of 
£cids  relative  to  the  Redeemer's  fufferings,  which  is 
contained  in  this  chapter,  that  it  hath  been  juftly  ob- 
ferved  this  porticm  of  Scripture  refembles  more  a 
hiftory  of  what  is  paft,  than  a  prophecy  of  what  was 
to  happen  at  the  diftance  of  ages. 

He  hatb  bom  our  griefs^  and  carried  our  farrows^ 
that  refult  from  the  aflSidions  and  fufferings  which 
are  the  juft  confequences  of  tranfgreffion;  and, 
being  exprefled  in  the  plural  number,  intimate  their 
vaft  variety  and  multiplicity,  which  feize  upon  fin- 
ners  in  quick  fucceffion.  Sin,  deviations  from  truth 
and  righteoufneis,  are  by  Divine  conftitution  clofely 
conneded  with  painful  fenfations,  though  there  may 
be  fome  Teeming  exceptions  to  the  general  rule. 

*  The  foul  that  finneth  Ihail  die  *  ;*    '  The  wages  of 

*  fin  is  death  f  ,*  with  all  its  diftrelEng  pfefages  and 
tragical  effeds.  This  law  of  wifdom  and  equity  is 
eiiablifhed  by  the  irreverfible  decree  of  the  Al- 
mighty, who  loveth  righteoufnefs  and  hateth  iniquity. 
The  juftice  of  this  appointment  fully  appears  by  con- 
{Idering  the  infinite  majefty  of  God,  againft  whom 
fin  is  committed,  the  contempt  thereby  oflfered  to 
his  authority,  the  perfedt  purity  of  his  law,  and  the 
diforder  thereby  introduced  into  the  univerfe.  Thofe 
griefs  and  forrows,  which  are  confequential  on  tranC- 
greffion,  are  faid  to  be  ours,  inafmuch  as  by  our  cri- 
minal condud  we  have  acquired  a  certain  right  to 
them,  and  they  have  become  our  property  and  por* 
tion. — Of  this  illuftrious  perfon,  Uie  righteous  Ser- 
vant of  Jehovah,  it  is  affirmed,  that  he  did  bear  and 

carry 
^  Ezek.  s?iii.  ao«  f  Rom.  tL  ai. 
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carry  thepi.  ^He  himfelf  was  perfefUy  innocent,  and 
free  from  all  manner  of  idiquity,  being  the  Holy  One 
of  G<yi«  and  fo  not  liable  to  any  fort  of  diftrefs  on  his 
own  account.  Notwithftaiiding,  in  tender  compaf* 
fion  to  his  people,  he  condefcended  to  bear  the  mod 
agonizing  fufferings  in  his  body,  the  bittereft  anguifti 
of  foul,  and  the  moil  painful,  ignominious  death,  that 
they  might  be  &yed  from  thofe  dreadful  evils  to 
whrch  they  were  expofed.  By  this  unparalleled 
difplay  of  love  and  grace,  he  effeded  their  redemp* 
tion,  and  obtained  for  them  the  remiffion  of  fins, 
iandifying  grace,  and  eternal  life.  This  important 
doftrine,  which  is  aflerted  by  our  prophet,  and  eilab* 
liihed  throughout  the  fcriptures  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  is  fammed  lip  in  thefe  words  by  the  apoftle 
Paul :  *  He  who  knew  no  fin  was  made  fin,  L  e.  a  fin- 
'  offering  for  us,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righte« 
*  oufnefs  of  God  in  him  *.'  The  apoftle  Matthew, 
having  recorded  fome  of  the  wonderful  cures  per* 
formed  by  Jefus  Chrift,  introduces  the  words  we 
have  been  confidering,  as  being  thereby  verified  "{*• 
Though  Ifaiah  is  here  treating  of  the  fi^erings,  and 
not  of  the  a£tions  of  the  Mefliah,  yet  in  the  view  of 
the  infpired  writer^  this  prediction  received  a  partial 
accompliftiment  by  the  miraculous  cures  effeded  by 
Jefus  *Chrift,  which  exhibited  ftriking  proofs  of  his 
ability  to  remove  all  the  deplorable  miferies  which 
the  fins  of  his  people  merited,  and  a  certain  prelude 
of  what  he  would  farther  do  and  fuffer  for  their 
relief 

Tct  we  did  ejleem  bimjlricken^  Sec.  Inftead  of  ad« 
miring  the  wonderful  condefcenfion  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
in  fuftaining  our  griefs  and  forrows,  his  enemies,  de-- 
luded  by  ignorance  and  falfe  prejudices,  confidered 
his  fufferings  as  the  juft  punilhment  of  his  own 
crimes,  inflided  by  the  righteous  God.  Full  of  im- 
idacabie  enmity  and  rage,  they  iuppofed  that  the 
Divine  difpleafure  had  gone  forth  againft  him  on 
account  of  his  own    perfonal    tranfgreflions ;    and 

thereforcj 
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therefore,    fuch  was  their   opprobrious  language: 

*  God  hath  forfaketi  him ;  let  us  perfecute  and  take 

*  him/  and  execute  upon  him  what  they  injunpufly 
apprehended  was  thejuft  judgment  of  the  Almighty. 
They  looked  upon  him  as  an  awful  inftance  of  the 
Divine  vengeance,  as  one  ftruck  with  the  plague  of 
leprofy,  with  whom,  according  to  the  law  pf  Mofes, 
they  ought  not*  to  maintain  any  intercourfe.  When 
his  adverCiries  faw  him  beaten  by  order  of  the  chief 
men  among  the  Jews,  fcourged,  and  condemned  to 
death  by  Pilate  the  Roman  governor,  they  reckoned 
that  he  was  an  impoftor,  a  &lfe  prophet,  a  feditious 
perfon,  and  a  blafphemer.  Beholding  the  bitter 
anguiih  of  his  grieved  foul,  they  imputed  his  afltic 
tions  to  his  own  iniquities,  and  concluded  that  ven- 
geance fufiered  him  not  to  live. — With  thb  unjuft 
eftimate  of  the  charader  and  fuSerings  of  Jefus 
Ghrift,  agree  the  unworthy  fentiments  whereby  he 
hath  been  mifreprefented  and  traduced  by  finners  in 
every  age,  who,  on  their  own  principles,  ought  to 
love  him  that  loved  them.  And  as  our  prophet  in- 
cludes himfelf  with  thofe  of  whom  he  fpeaks,  we 
cannot  hefitate  to  join  ourfelves  to  the  number  of 
thofe  who  have  injured  the  Saviour,  by  wrong  views 
of  the  complicated  diftrefles  which  he  endured 
foe  us. 

5.  But  he  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgref- 
fions,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities  :  the 
chaftifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and 
with  his  ftripes  we  are  healed. 

The  fubjefl:  introduced  in  the  preceding  verfc,  is 
illuftrated  and  confirmed  in  the  words  now  read, 
which  confift  of  four  articles,  to  be  feparately  confid- 
cred  in  their  order. — He  was  wounded  for  our  tranf^ 
grejjtons.  The  Hebrew  word  tranflated  wounded, 
fignifies  run  through  with  a  fword,  or  (harp  iron  wea- 
pon, and  in  this  expreffion  our  prophet  feems  to  refer 

to 
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to  thoCr  painful  wounds  which  Jefus  Chrift  received 
about  the  time  of  his  crucifixion.  That  tormenting 
death  being  a  punifhment  unknown  among  the 
Hebrews,  there  was  no  word  in  their  language  that 
could  fetter  exprefs  the  agonizing  death  of  the  crofs, 
to  which  our  Redeemer  fubmitted,  than  the  one  here 
ufed.  He  was  woimded  when  fcourged  by  order  of 
the  Roman  governor;  and,  as  the  Ffalmift  fpeaks,  *  the 
'  plowers  plowed  upon  his  back,  and  made  long  their 

*  furrows.*  He  was  wounded  when  his  hands  and  feet 
were  nailed  to  the  accuxfed  tree,  whereon  he  gare  up 
the  ghod.  He  was  wounded  by  a  foldier,  who,  with  a 
fpear,  pierced  his  fide,  from  which  there  flowed  blood 
and  water.  Not  only  his  body,  but  his  ipirit  wa^ 
wounded,  when  he  was  loaded  with  unjufi:  reproaches, 
allaulted  with  ftrong  temptations,  malicloufly  charged 
with  the  greateft  crimes ;  and,  above  all,  when,  under  aa 
affliding  fenfe  of  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty,  he  ex- 
claimed, *  My  God,  iny  God,  why  haft  thou  fbrfakea 
^  me?' — ^And  why  was  he  thus  wounded?  Thereafon 
was  not  in  him£elf,  but  in  us;  it  was  for  our  tr^gref^ 
fions,  or,  as  the  word  denotes,  for  our  prefumptuous 
ads  of  haughty  rebellion  committed  againft  the  blef- 
fed  God,  our  rightful  fovereign.  Notwithftanding 
henouriihed  and  brought  us  up  as  children,  we  have 
rebelled  againft  his  fupreme  authority.  '  My  people, 
'  faith  he,  are  riTen  up  againft  me,  as  againft  an  ene- 
^  my^'  Thefe  daring  tranfgreifions  of  ours  were  the 
caufe  of  Jefus  Chrift  being  wounded.  The  prepofi-p 
tioQ  rendered  for,  in  the  fenfe  wherein  it  is  often  ufed 
in  fcripture,  plainly  imports  here,  that  on  account  of 
our  fins  the  Melfian  was  pierced.  He  was  treated  as 
a  malefadlor,  and  fuffered  not  for  his  own,  but  for  our 
offences.     '  He  died  for  our  fins,  according  to  the 

•  Scriptures  f.' 

He  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities. "^This  exprelfion 
feems  to  have  an  obvious  reference  to  the  labours, 
affidtions,  and  forrows  which  our  Saviour  fuftained, 
efpecially  in  the  laft  fcenes  of  his  life.     The  Hebrew 

word 

^  Mic.  ii.  8.  t  I  Cor.  xr.  3. 
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iivord  rendered  bruifed,  iignifies  brayed,  or  broken, 
and,  in  a  figurative  fenfe,  wafted  or  confumed.  It 
emphatically  defcribes  the  humble,  broken,  diftrefled 
forrowful  ftate  to  which  Jefus  Chrift  was  reduced  before 
iie  expired  on  the  crofs,  delineated  in  ftrong  colours 
in  fome  of  the  facred  odes  that  treat  of  this  fubjeA, 
and  narrated  with  great  fimplicity  by  the  £ vangelifts. 
He  was  bruifedby  the  buSetings  he  received  from  thofe 
who  ftruck  him  on  the  head,  and  fixed  him  to  the 
crofs.  Befides,  his  foul  was  overwhelmed  with  inex- 
preffible  grief;  whilft  the  terrors  of  the  Almighty  came 
round  him  as  water,  in  the  garden  of  Gethfemane  and 
on  the  crofs ;  fo  that  he  was  in  an  agony,  and  com* 
pl^ed  that  he  was  exceeding  forrowful  even  unto 
death.-* The  true  caufe  of  this  anguifli  is  affigned  by 
our  prophet — He  was  bndfed  for  our  imquites^  our 
manifold  deviations  in  heart  and  life»  from  the 
path  of  God's  commandments,  our  perverfe  depar- 
ture from  him,  and  violations  of  his  holy  law,  were 
the  procuring  caufes  of  the  grievous  af&idtions  fuftain- 
ed  by  the  Mefliah.  Words  are  deverfified,  various 
ideas  are  fuggefted,  to  reprefent  in  different  ftriking 
lights  the  nature  of  fin  in  general,  whereby  the  moft 
egregious  folly  is  difcovered,  in  fubftituting  our  own 
inclinations  and  worldly  enjoyments  in  place  of  the 
will  of  God  as  our  rule,  and  his  glory  as  our  end«— and 
to  evince  the  complete  efficacy  of  the  fuSerings  of 
Jefus  Chrift  to  expiate  the  guilt  of  all  kuids  of  tranf« 
greflion. 

T!he  cbq/Hfement  of  our  peace  was  upon  frim.  Had 
the  Mefliah  fubmitted  to  fuch  excruciating  fufferings, 
and  to  fuch  an  agonizing  death  as  were  foretold  by 
the  prophets,  not  to  make  atonement  for  fin,  but  only 
that,  as  a  martyr,  he  might  confirm  his  dodtrine, 
and  leave  an  example  of  patience,  refignation,  and 
other  graces,  where  is  the  propriety  of  multiplying 
terms,  which  muft  induce  impartial  people  to  think 
they  were  defigned  for  ftill  higher  purpofes?  In  confe* 
quence  of  tranfgreffion,  mankind  are  at  variance  with 
the  blefled  God,  being  enemies  to  him  in  our  minds, 

and 
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and  by  wicked  works,  we  deferved  to  be  mod  feverely 
chaftiied  before  we  could  expe<ft  to  be  re-adtnitted 
into  his  favour,  and  to  participate  of  the  fruits  of  hid 
loving  kindnefs.  Such  is  the  aftoniifaing  grace  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  that  he  vouchfafed  to  bear  the  chaftife-. 
ment  that  we  deferved.  The  word,  rendered  chaf* 
tifement,  is  derived  from  one  that  iignides  to  learn, 
and,  in  a  fecondary  fenfe,  to  CorreA,  becaufe  learn^ 
ing  is  feldom  acquired  without  correftion.  That 
cbaftifement,  which  was  neceflary  to  avert  the  wrath 
of  the  Mod  High,  and  to  effe£l  our  reconciliation  to 
him  whom  we  had  offended,  was  laid  upon  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  became  our  furety.  He  needed  no 
cbaftifement  on  his  own  account,  for  he  was  perfedly 
innocenr,  and  always  did  the  things  that  pleafed  the 
Father.  Nor  was  it  requifite  for  his  inftrudion,  for 
he  was  fully  prepared  to  do  the  whde  will  of  God^ 
wherein  he  delighted ;  and,  as  his  righteous .  Servant, 
he  always  a£led  prudently.  Neither  was  he  chaf- 
tiTed  merely  for  an  example  to  us,  for  fomewhat  more 
than  a  pattern  is  neceflary  to  the  pardon  of  the 
guilty;  and  more  is  to  be  learned  from  the  puniftiment 
of  one  who  never  offended,  than  that  linners  ought  to 
fufier  corredion  with  patience*  The  Mefiiah  was 
afflided,  that,  as  our  Peace,  (as  he  is  emphatically 
denominated^)  he  might  reconcile  us  to  God  by  his 
death. 

/iMd  witb  bis  Jiripes  we  are  healed.  The  mifery 
anfing  from  our  apoftacy ,  and  the  mercy  of  pur  de- 
liverance, are  fo  great,  ^that  a  variety  of  expreffion  is 
neceflary  to  elucidate  thefe  interefting  fubjeds,  and 
to  imprefs  them  deep  upon  the  heart.  Sin  may  be 
confidered  as  an  inveterate,  mortal  diftemper,  which 
moft  be  cured,  that  we  may  live  to  God,  and  enjoy 
comcnunion  with  him.  It  not  only  renders  our  bo- 
dies fubjecl  to  diffolution  and  death,  but  hath  fpread 
its  contagious  influence  throughout  all  the  faculties 
of  our  fouls,  which  have  become'  feeble  and  de- 
praved.   It  hath  blinded  our  mihd?»  hardened  our 

Vol.  IV.  O  hearts, 
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hearts,  difordered  our  alS^dion^,  aod  excited  thofe 
corrupt  paffions  which  deftray  fpintu^  heghh  ^tid 
vigour.  We  therefore  greatly  need  to  be  he^ed.-— 
The  cure  is  here  afcrihed  to  the  ftripcs  endured  by 
Jefus  Ghrift.  Prior  to  his  crucifixion,  he  was 
fcourged  and  beaten;  he  gave  his  back  to  the 
fpiiters,  from  whom  he  fujSered  the  moft  ignominious^ 
cruel  treatment.  From  the  ftiipes  to  which  he  Tub- 
mitted,  iflued  that  precious  blood,  which  cleanieth 
from  all  fin,  and  proves  an  infallible  remedy,  that 
removes  all  manner  of  fpiritual  di^empers.  The 
blood  which  flowed  from  the  Prince  of  life,  in  confe^ 
quence  of  the  ftrokes  he  received  firom  hi^  maUcious 
enemies,  is  the  ibvereign  medicine  that  cures  the 
moft  dangerous  difeafes.  When  properly  applied,  it 
not  only  cancels  guilt  contracted,  and  remove^  dread 
of  the  Divine  d^pleafure,  hut  it  ftops  the  ravage^ 
that  fin  hath  m^e  in  the  human  conftitutipn ;  it 
heals  the  moft  threatsdng  diforders ;  it  difpels  anxious 
&ar8,  and  gradually  reflores  to  perfed  foundoeft  and 
ability  for  the  fervice  of  God.«-«»The  believing  con- 
templation of  the  wounds,  the  bruifes,  and  $^pes, 
endured  for  us  by  Jefus  Chrift,  ought  to  comboie, 
with  fympathetic  forrow  for  the  illuiUious  fufierer» 
humble  gratitnde  and  joy  for  his  aftonithing  conde* 
fbenfion,  who  fubmilted  to  affiidioixs  and  feyciowa, 
that  we  might  be  pardoned  and  healed.  Frequent^ 
fix  your  thoughts  on  this  inf ereftiog  fubje^,  from 
which  you,  who  are  labouring  u^ider  fpicKi^l  dtiV 
tn^fies,  may  obtain  relief  $  aiid  yoo  who  .ah;Mdy  are^ 
relieved,  be  thankful  for  hia  mh  grace,  and  wait  oa 
him  who  will  complete  your  ourp,  and  perfeft  what 
concerns  you  in  due  time  .9* . 

6.  All 


*  See  thit  fiibjed  beautlfuUy  illuAnued  b|  ^^hlfifpf  Leiahtooj 
ip  bis  Commenurj  oa  I  Fet.  n.  24. 
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6.  All  we  like  flieep  have  goiie  aftWy :  we 
have  turned  every  one  to  his  bt^rti  way,  and 
the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us 

The  folly  and  miiery  of  tran(grefC)rs,  which  were 
the  impulfive  caufes  of  the  Meifiah's  fufieritigs^  with 
the  wonderful  expedient  devited  by  infinite  Wifdom 
for  our  deliverance,  is  very  fignificaitfly  reprefented  in 
tbeie  words.  Our  extreme  folly  and  danger  is  exbt« 
bited  by  an  inllrudive  fimilitude.  jiB  wc  hkejbecp 
have  gone  q/iray.  This  hath  been  the  condud^  not 
of  a  few  heedlels  mortals,  but  of  all  people  in  every 
nation  and  in  every  age,  whether  Jews  or  Gentile;, 
Greeks  or  barbarians,  whether  difeafed  or  healed  by 
the  Aripes  Endured  by  Jefus  Ghrift.  However  dif- 
ferent in  other  refpeds,  however,  much  fome  may 
flatter  themfelves  with  regard  to  the  fafety  of  their 
condition,  yet  all  have  wandered  from  God.-— Sheep 
that  have  left  good  pafture,  and  fhrayed  from  under 
the  Ihepherd's  care  into  the  barren  defart,  prefent,  in 
the  fhrongeft  and  moft  afieding  lights  an  emblem  of 
difappointment,  indigence/ and  perplexity.  Being 
incapable  of  providing  for  their  own  fafety,  of  defend- 
ing themfelves  from  thofe  who  would  hurt  or  deftroy 
them,  deftitute  of  that  inftin^  by  which  they  might 
find  their  way  back  to  the  (hepherd  and  his  flock, 
they  convey  a  (Iriking  refemblance  of  iinners  who 
have  departed  from  God,  ot  their  utter  inability,  by 
their  own  efforts,  to  regain  the  happinefs  they  have 
loft,  and  to  rcturti  to  the  bhepherd  and  Bifiiop  of 
their  fouls. 

fVc  have  turned  every  we  to  bis  own  way.  Every 
one  hath  a  particular  courfe  of  his  own,  wherein  be 
goes,  and  though  pleaied  that  he  does  not  tread  the 
fame  path  iitith  tnofe  from  whom  he  differs,  he  i^ 
forgetful  that  he  alfo  hath  gone  afide  into  bis  oWa 
way.    Some  have  turned  mto  the  way  of  diihonpur* 

ing 
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tag  the  great  God,  by  neglecting  his  worlhip,  or  by 
carelefsly  perfo^mtag  it,  fo  that  whilft  they  honour 
him  with  their  mouths,  their  hearts  go  out  after  their 
covetoufnefs.  Others  have  turned  into  the  way  of 
profaning  the  name  of  God,  and  fpeaking  irreverently 
of  his  infinite  Majefty,  of  his  perfedions,  word,  and 
providence.  Sonie  have  got  into  the  way  of  con- 
temning the  Sabbaths  of  the  Lord,  and  appropriating 
them  to  indolence,  to  unprofitable  amufements,  or 
worldly  bufinefs.  Others,  difregarding  the  love  of 
their  neighbour,*and  the  faithful  performance  of  re- 
lative duties,  incumbent  upon  them  in  their  feveral 
capacities  and  ftations,  indulge  criminal  palfions,  and 
are  addidled  to  cruelty  and  revenge,  to  Icwdnefs  and 
debauchery,  to  calumny  and  flander,  to  fraud  and 
difhonefty,  to  falfehood  and  defamation,  to  difcontent, 
and  covetoufnefs.  Into  all,  and  efpecially  into  one  or 
other  of  thefe  pernicious  ways,  every  one  hath  turned 
and  gone  aflray  from  God.  In  confequence  whereof, 
all  are  obnoxious,  to  have  executed  upon  them  the 
awful  fentence  denounced  againft  tranigreflion  in  the 
Divine  law,  which  hath  fixed  fm  infeparable  con- 
nexion  between  fin  and  d^ath.  Juitice  might  have 
feized  on  the  finner,  and  inflided  the  threatened 
punifliment.    But,  eternal  thanks  to  Jehovah, 

The  Lord  hatb  laid  on  bitn  the  iniquity  of  ur  aU, 
Thefe  words  defcribe  the  ^dmi^^ble  expedient  which 
the  Lord  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  adopt,  that  he 
might  remove  from  us  the  guilt  cpntraded  by  our 
wanderings,  and  bring  us  back  into  the  path  of  life. 
The  Hebrew  word,  tranflated  iniquity,  is  iifed  in 
fcripture  to  cxprefs,  not  only  our  perverfe  deviations 
from  the  way  of  God's  commandments,  but  alfo  the 
punifhment  thereby  incurred.  *  My  iniquity,  (faid 

•  Cain*,)  or  the  puhifliment  which  I  have  thereby 

•  delervcd,  is  greater  than  1  can  fcieair/  Our  iniquities, 
with  the  penalties  annexed  to  them,  Jehovah,  the 
righteous  Lord  and  fuprcme  Governor  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  hath  laid  upon  the  Mcffiab,  or/ as  the  word 

•  '    intimates, 
*  Gen.  IT.  13. 
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mtiinate9«  he  caufed  them  to  fall  or  to  meet  upon 
him.  The  fms  of  all  whom  he  faves,  in  every  nation 
and  age,  met  on  him,  even  as  the  brooks  and  rivers 
from  all  quarters  run  into  the  fea.  For  them  he 
made  bis  foul  an  offering,  and  bare  them  on  bis  own 
body  on  the  tree.  In  forming  fentiments  on  this 
fabjedt  affiftance  may  be  derived  from  attentive 
confideration  of  the  rites  that  were  obferved,  by 
Divine  appointment,  under  the  former  difpenfation  ; 
and  particularly  from  the  inftitution  recorded,  Lev.  xy'u 
a  I.  to  which  poffibly  the  words  before  us  may  refer. 
As  the  high  pried  of  the  Ifraelites,  having  offered  one 
kid  of  the  goats  Tor  a  fin-offering,  was  commanded 
to  lay  his  hands  upon  the  head  of  the  other,  and  to 
confefs  over  him  all  the  iniquities  of  the  chUdreh  of 
Ifiael,  putting  them  upon  the  head  of  the  goat,  that 
was  to  bear  upon  him  all  their  iniquities  into  a  land 
not  inhabited,  &c.— In  like  manner,  Jehovah  laid 
upon  the  Meiliah  all  our  iniquities,  and  exadted  of 
him  the  punilhment  they  deferved;  though  not  pre- 
cifely  in  every  circumftance,yet  he  fuffered  what  was 
eflentially  the  fame  we  deferved,  and  what  was  fufBci- 
ent  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  Divine  perfections 
and  government.  This  immenfe  load,  which  he  alone 
was  able  to  bear,  be  voluntarily  and  readily  Sub- 
mitted to  endure,  that  he  might  fa ve  his  people  from 
their  fins.  In  this  wonderful  tranfaction,  the  un* 
fearchable  wifdom,  the  confummate  righteoufnefs, 
and  infinite  love  of  God,  are  illultrioufly  difplay ed, 
whilft  the  admirable  grace  and  condefcenfion  of  our 
Saviour  are  exhibited  in  the  mod  amiable  light,  and 
a  Icey  is  given  us  to  open  the  import  of  many  things 
that  are  written  concerning  Jefus  of  Nazareth. 

7.  He  was  opprefled,  and  he  was  afflidled, 
yet  he  opened  not  his  mouth  :  he  is  brought 
as  a  lamb  to  the  (laughter,  and  as  a  fheep  be- 
fore her  fhearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  openeth  not 
his  mouth. 

In 
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8.  He  was  taken  from  prifon  and  from 
judgment:  and  who  fhajl  declare  his  genera-- 
tion?  for  he  was  cut  oflf  out  of  the  land  of  the 
living :  for  the  tranfgreffion  of  my  people  was 
he  ftricken. 

Having  foretold  the  complicated  fufTerings  of  the 
^Mefliah, '  and  pointed  out  the  true    caufes    from 
whence  they  proceeded,  Ifaiah  goes  on  to  foretel  the 
glorious  effedh  with  which  they  were  to  be  accom- 
panied.   The  firft  thing  he  mentions  is  the  Redeem^ 
er*s  liberation  from  affliftion,  forrow,  and  death. — 
He  was  taken  from  prifon  and  from  judgment.    The 
word  here  ufed,  in  the  original  language  fignified  to 
exchange  a  mean,di(lre(red  date',  for  a  glorious,  happy 
condition,  and  in  this  fenfe  is  applied  to  denote  the 
tranflation  of  Enoch  and  Elijah,  and  the  refurredion 
of  the  juft  unto  eternal  life. —  A  word  of  (iniilar  im- 
port is  employed  by  the  writers  of  the  New  Telia-, 
ment,  to  exprefs  the  reception  of  Jefus  Chrift  into 
the  prefence  of  Jehovah.    ^  He  was  received  up  into 
•  heaven/  fays  Mark*.'  '  He  was  received  up  into  glory/ 
faith  the  apodlePaulf.  The  prifon  and  judgment  from 
which  he  was  taken  may  denote  the  ftate  of  confine- 
ment and  oppreilion  wherein  be  had  been  detained, 
as  the   judicial  puniihment  incurred  by  thofe  for 
Whom  he  was  pleafed  to  fuffer.     From  this  (late  of 
deep  humiliation,  calamity  and  grief,  he  was  taken, 
at  his  refurredion  from  the  dead,  when  he  was  freed 
from  the  judgment,  the  condemnation  and  death,  to 
which  he  was  coniigned  by  the  iniquitous  fentence 
of  an  unrighteous  tribunal.     The  infpired  writer  of 
the  Ads  of  the  Apoftles,  quoting  this  verfe,  varies 
the  expreffion,  faying,  that  his  judgment  was  taken 
away  J.  The  meaning  of  both  exprellions  is  the  fame. 
When  he  was  taken  fix>m  the  prion  of  the  grave, 
and  delivered  from  the  power  of  death,  to  which  he 
yielded  for  a  time,  his  judgment,  the  condemnatory 

fentence 

•  Mark  xfS.  19.     -  f  1  l*iin*  iii*  l6.        %  Chap*  Tiii*3^< 
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fentence  executed  upon  him  was  removed,  and  he 
was  fet  at  liberty. 

jind  whoJbaU  declare  bis  generation.    Various  ex- 
pofitions  have  been  given  of  thefe  words,  the  precife 
meaning  ofwhichitis  not  eafy  to  afcertain.     The 
Hebrew  word,  tranflated  generation,  fignifies  age, 
the  time  that  one  pafles  in  this  world,  the  courfe  or 
manner  of  his  life*     Some  have  fuppofed  that  our 
prophet  intimates,  that  there  were  to  be  none  to  bear 
witnefs  to  the  charader  and  perfedl  innocence  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  which  forms  a  remarkable  inftance  of 
hardfliip  and  injuftice  underwent  by  our  Saviour. 
Others  have  been  of  opinion,  that  the  enquiry  im- 
ports, Who  can  exprefs  the  atrocious  wickednefs  of 
the  age,  or  generation,  of  men  among  whom  he  lived,  by 
whom  he  was  cruelly  tortured  and  flain.     Some  have 
imagined,  that  the  queftion  relates  to  the  immenfe 
numbers  of  the  generation  of  thofe  who  were  to  be- 
come the  difciples  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  in  confequence 
of  his  fuSerings,  death,  and  refurredion  from  the 
dead.     Others    have  thus   interpreted  the  words, 
Who  can  explain  the  manner  of  the  generation  of 
the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  or  of  the  extraordinary 
nativity  of  his  human  nature  ?  or  who  can  unfold  his 
eternal  duration  as  Mediator?     I  confiderthe  import 
of  this  challenge  to  be  to  the  following  effeft  :  Ifaiah 
having  foretold,  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  fome  im- 
portant circumftances  relative  to  the  profound  humi- 
liation and  bitter  fufferings  of  the  Meffiah,  and  fpeci- 
fied  the  caufes  to  which  they  are  to  be  attributed, 
bids  defiance  to  the  whole  human  rafce  fully  to  explain 
the  fublime  nature  and  glorious  effedls  of  that  Divine 
life,  to  the  pofleflion  of  which  he  was  to  be  exalted 
in  confequence  of  his  obedience  unto  death.     Who 
among  the  fons  of  men  can  exhibit  the  felicity  and 
joy  of  that  condition  to  which  he  ffiall  be  elevated,  as 
the  reward  of  his  voluntary  abafement  and  manifold 
afflidionsl      From    this  view  of  the  words,  thofe 
who  arc  conformed  to  Jefus  Chrift  in  fufferings,  in 
mecknefs,  patience,  and  other  graces,  are  encouraged 

Vol.  IV.  P  to 
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to  expeA  fefdfonable  deliverance  from  their  troublej^ 
and  to  look  forward  with  hope  an4  jpy  tP  thf  ir  f  n* 
trance  on  immortal  life  and  §lory. 

For  be  was  cut  off  out  of  the  land  ojthe  living.  The 
reafon  of  the  Redeemer's  advancement  to  the  hlgheft 
|(bry  and  dignity  i^  here  afligned.  He  W83  remoyed 
from  among  the  living  inhabitants  ef  this  egirt,h,  not 
by  tranflfitiop,  as  were  £noqh  and  Elijah,  por  by 
that  kind  of  death  which  commonly  puts  a  period  to 
men's  exiftence  in  this  prefent  (late,  to  which  all  na- 
turally tend,  in  confequence  of  tranfgrdfipn.  Per«- 
feftly  free  from  lip  and  the  principles  of  corruption, 
which  terminate  in  difiblution,  death  <:ould  not  have 
put  an  end  to  his  life  in  the  fam^  mannier  that  he 
eztinguilhes  the  forfeited  lives  of  the  children  of 
men.  When,  therefore,  h^  bare  the  punifliment  of 
pur  fins,  he  was  cut  ofFby  a  violent  death  from  among 
the  living  inhabitants  of  the  world,  as  foretold  by 
the  prophet  Daniel  *,  and  in  the  predidion  under 
confideratipn.  l^o  confirm  and  illuilrate  this  inte* 
reding  fubjeft,  inculcated  by  a  great  varirty  of  ex- 
preffion,  there  is  added  the  charadier  of  thofe  for 
whPm  the  Mefiiah  was  crucified  and  flain.->-pj9r  the. 
tranfgrejfion  of  my  people  "was  he  fmktcn.  All  the 
people  that  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  earth  belong 
unto  the  Lord,  who  is  their  creator,  preferver,  and 
rightfiil  proprietor.  Some  are  in^a  peculiar  fenfe 
called  his  people,  his  chofen,  called  and  faithful,  who 
in  hi§  purppfe,  and  by  his  providence  and  grace,  he 
hath  appropriated  to  himfelf,  and  diftiuguiihed  by 
the  mod  important  {privileges.  Them  he  fore  knew 
and  gave  to  Jefus  Chrift,  thathe  might  redeem  them; 
he  predeftinated  them  to  be  conformed  to  the  image 
of  bis  Son ;  they  are  made  te^iples  for  the  Woly  ' 
Ghoft,  veffels  of  mercy  prepared  afoue  unto  glpry. 
Xbough  Jefus  Chrift  g^ve  himfelf  a  ranfom  fof  all, 
and  all  receive  manifold  ip^rcies  from  his  mediation, 
the  people  God  hath  chofen  of  his  good  pleafure»  for 
whom  the  Meffiah  was  fmjtten^  in  a  fpecial  manner 

participate 

♦  Chap.  ix.  26. 
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participate  of  the  choiceft  benefits  refuliing  From  his 
luSerings  and  death.  Whilft  al!  feap  prefent  ad- 
vantages frorfi  hi^  intetp6fition,  the  people  of  dod 
are  fared  through  bini  with  an  eternal  falration.^^ 
Troth  hath  a  juft  claim  to  eredit,  and  faith  is  the 
tribute  due  to  truth.  .  If  you  beliere  the  witnefs  of 
men,  the  teftirttony  of  God  is  greater,  arid  ought  to 
be  received  with  all  rcadinefs  of  taind.  Receive  then 
the  important  truth  we  have  been  illuftrating,  in  the 
fitith  and  love  of  it,  that  it  may  profit  your  fouls. 

9.  And  he  made  his  grave  with  the  wicked, 
and  with  the  rich  in  his  deaths  becaufe  he 
had  done  no  Tiolence,  neither  was  any  deceit 
in  his  mouth. 

Having  been  cut  off  from  the  land  of  the  living, 
for  the  {^urpofes  allready  fpecified,  the  crucified  body 
of  Jefus  Chrift  would  have  been  caft,  according  to 
cttftomi  with  the  carcafes  of  his  fellow  fufferers,  into 
a  j^t  on  mount  Golgotha,  had  not  infinite  W  ifdom 
prevented.  A^  the  Mefliah  was  entered  in  the 
regifter  of  the  living  utidei:  Auguftus,  fo  he  was  re- 
giftered  in  the  lift  of  the  dead,  after  particular  en^ 
quiry  into  the  certainty  of  his  death,  uiider  the  lieu- 
tenant of  his'  fuceeflor  Tiberius^  Such  was  th^ 
ailonifiiing  grace  of  eUr  feedeemer,  that  he  went 
downimo  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth;  and  remained 
for  fbide  tiihein  the  dark  manfion  of  the  grave.  Not- 
\rithftanding  a  rerhtitki^ble  difference  was  made  be- 
tween faim  and  the  makfaftors  who  fuffered  with 
him,  as  a  feal  df  his  itiilocence,  and  a  pledge  of  his 
approacfaM^  glory,  he  did  make  his  gtave  with  the 
wicked,  many  of  Whofe  corpfes  wiei-e  buried  in  the 
vicmity  of  the  fepulchre  wheteiti  his  body  was  laid. 
His  interment  afibrds  certain  evidence  that  be  really 
died,  and  eb&lisquently  that  he  triumphed  over  death 
in  his  oWil  dominions,  where  he  fet  up  trophies  of 
to  viftory. — And  'witb  the  rich  in  bis  death  ^  or  in  his 

tomb, 


ii6  •    LECTURES  ON  THE        Chaf.LIIL 

tomb)  as  the  learned  Dr  Lowth  tranflates  the  word. 
This  improbable  event  was  efFeded  under  the  diredtbn 
of  Divine  Providence,  by  means  of  Jofeph  of  Ari- 
mathea,  who  was  not  only  a  juft,  good,  and  benevo- 
lent man,  but  a  rich  citizen,  who  filled  an  honour- 
able  flation  in  the  fanhedruxi,  or  counfel  of  Jerufa- 
lem.    This  opulent  man  went  in  boldly  to  Pilate, 
and  defired  the  crucified  body  of  the  Lord  Jefus. 
Having  obtained  leave,  he  took  it  down  from  the 
crofs,  and  with  the  afliftance  of  Nicodemus,  a  ruler 
of  the  Jews,  conduced  the  funeral.     Thefe  two  rich, 
refpedable  perfons,  (hared  the  labour  and  expence 
betwixt  them  of  the  burial.  Jofeph  brought  fine  linen, 
wherein  the  body  of  Jefus  Chrift,  after  having  been 
waftied,  was  wrapped,  with  about  a  hundred  pound 
weight  of  myrrh,  aloes,  an  J  coftly  fpices  brought  by 
Nicodemus,  after  which  it  was  laid  in  a  new  fepulchre 
hewn  out  of  a  rock.   Thus  was  the  fcripture  before  us 
fulfilled,  and  our  Saviour,  who  was  born,  and  lived, 
and  died  in  poverty,  was  with  the  rich  in  his  tomb* . 
From  thefe  circumftances,  relative  to  the  inter- 
ment of  our  Lord's  body,  his  difciples  may  derive 
ilrong  confolation  in  the  profpedl  of  death  and  the 
grave.-— The  reafon  is  fubjoined  of  this  peculiar  care 
of  Divine  Providence  over  the  body  of  Jefus  Chrift, 

Becaufe  be  bad  done  no  violence^  Stc*  The  words  for- 
cibly exprefs  the  immaculate  purity  of  our  Redeemer 
in  heart,  converfation,  and  condudt.  No  temptation 
ever  feduced  him  from  the  paths  of  holinefs  and  recti- 
tude, to  commit  one  violent  adiion,  or  to  utter  one 
deceitful  word.  He  never  injured  any  one,  either 
by  what  he  did  or  faid.  No  falfehood  ever  entered 
into  his  dodrine^  nor  did  he  at  any  time  beguile  or 
lead  aftray  one  individual.  In  his  private  conduct, 
and  in  bis  public  capacity,  he  was  truly  upright,  and 
perfedly  free  from  every  fpecies  of  fraud  and  inju- 
rious condud.  The  apoftles  unite  their  tellimony  on 
this  fubjed.  Peter  thus  paraphrafes  the  words  under 
ccniideration :    '  He  did  no  fin,  neither  was  guile 

found 
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*  found  in  his  mouth  ^.'     John  declares,  *  that  in 

*  him  is  no  fin  -f-/    And  the  writer  of  the  epiftle  to 
the  Hebrews  aflirms,  that  *  he  was  holy,  harmlefs, 

*  and  undefiled  j;/    In  this  lefped,  as  in  all  others, 
be  is  infinitely  fuperior  to  the  whole  human  race,  not 
ooly  in  their  natural  but  in  their,  renovated  ftate. 
Bid  even  thofe  who  have  fellowfliip  with  the  Father 
and  the  Son  iky  we  have  no  fin,  we  deceive  our-* 
ielves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us ;  whereas  the  Holy 
One  of  God  is  perfedUy  free  from  all  manner  of  im« 
purity.    He  was  indeed  unjuftly  accufed,  before  the' 
Roman  governor,  of  fedition  and  treafon,  and  con- 
demned to  fu&r  the  death  jQf  the  crofs.    To  Ihew 
the  iniquity  of  that  charge,  and  of  that  fentence,  it 
is  here  aflerted,  that  he  did  no  violence,  nor  ever  de« 
prived  any  one  of  his  juft  right.     He  was  impeach- 
ed  and  condemned  by  the  Jewifh  fanhedrim,  of  be* 
ing  a  falfe  prophet,  an  impoftor,  and  blafphemer.    To 
evince  the  falfity  of  that  accufation  and  decifion,  it 
is  affirmed  that  there  was  no  deceit  in  his  mouth. — 
Diligently  confider  the  complete  pattern  our  Lord 
and  Mafter  hath  exhibited,  and  employ  your  utmoft 
efforts  to  have  it  tranfcribed  into  your  hearts  and 
lives. 

10.  IF  Yet  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife 
him,  he  hath  put  bim  to  grief:  when  thou 
flialt  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin,  he 
ihall  fee  bis  feed,  he  fliall  prolong  bis  days,  and 
the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  fliall  profper  in  his 
hand. 

The  fufierings  of  Mcfliah,  God's  righteous  Servant, 
are  here  attributed  to  the  good  pleafure  of  Jehovah ; 
to  his  Divine  agency  are  afcribed  the  triumphs  of 
the  Redeemer's  refurredion,  and  the  profperity  of 
his  kingdom. — It  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bmife  bim,  &c. 
God,  who  doth  not  willingly  afflid  and  grieve  the 

children 

*  I  Ep.  ii.  22.         f  1  Ep.  ill.  5«         X  Chap.  vii.  26. 
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children  of  men,  would  liot  have  coniigiled  hi»  b<^- 
loved  Son  to  fuftain  afflidion  and  f6rfdw«  bad  they 
not  been  intended  to  accompliih  the  mod  ^lofious 
purpofes.  Infinite  love«  mercy,  grace,  rtghteouC* 
nefs,  and  holinefs,  with  other  divine  excellencies, 
were  thereby  to  be  illuftrioufly  dtfplayed,  and  the 
redemptbii  of  tranfgieflbi^  to  be  obtained.  When 
therefore,  the  fufferings  of  J^fus  Chrifl  are  coiitem** 
jdated  ih  the  particular  view  Wherein  they  are  ex- 
hibited in  this  verfe,  ^  prbc^ed^ng  froiti  the  good 
pledfure  of  Jehovah,  they  muft  be  confidered  in  clofe 
connexion  with  the  grand  defigns  which  were 
thereby  to  be  effeded.  The  fpiritual  poftdrity  o£ 
Ifrael,  whom  he  had  cbofen  for  his  jieculiar  treafto'^, 
were  to  be  refcued  from  deftrudion^  and  reftored  to 
bis  enjoyment ;  and  for  attaining  this  end  he  was 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  deftine  his  eled,  in  whom  his 
fool  del^hteth,  to  endure  thofe  fuffisrings  that  were 
neceflaty  to  their  reftoration  and  felicity.  In  his 
decrbe^  he  adjufted  all  the  circumftanc^  relative 
td  hi6  humiliation,  fu&rings,  and  deaths  for  all  the 
grievous  things,  inflided  upon  him  by  jews  and 
Gentiles,  were  according  to  the  determinate  counfel 
and  foreknowledge  of  God*.  And  to  his  peculiar 
agency^  who  always  doth  according  to  his  pleafure, 
who  (pared  him  not,  Who  afflided  him,  Wh6  hid  bis 
face  from  him,  are  to  be  attributed  the  fevereft  an^ 
guiih  and  grief  that  our  Saviour  fuftained. — IVben 
tbou  Jbalt  make  bis  foul  an  offering  for  Jin.  The  ibid, 
Whidh  is  the  principal  part  whereof  Man  is  cdttt- 
pofed,  is  mentioned  to  denote  the  whbli  human 
nature  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Not  only  the  body  pr^* 
pared  for  him,  but  his  foul, or  fpirit,  alfo  conftituted  the 
offerings  oblation,  or  atonement  he  made  for  fin.  The 
offerings  prefented  to  God  under  the  former  dif-« 
penfation,  could  not  take  away  iin,  by  any  virtue 
or  efficacy  which  they  poflefled,  but  ferved  chiefly 
to  typify,  in  different  views,  the  one  perfed  facri« 
fice  of  the  Meffiahi  which  is  afcribed  to  Jehovah 

in 
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in  theie  wocds,  tbm  Jbak  make.  The  Lord  God 
provided  this  great  atonement;  he  laid  thereon  the 
iniquitj  of  us  all,  he  delirered  his  own  Son  unto 
death,  that  he  might  expiate  our  guilt ;  *  and  bear 
^  the  punifhment  due  to  our  tranfgrefiiom,  and  this 
^  offering  \iras  a  iacrifice  to  God  of  a  fweet  finelling 
*  favour  *.'  I  befeech  you  therefore,  brethren,  by  the 
mercies  of  *God  and  the  merits  of  this  offering  of 
Jefiis  Chrift,  that  ye  prefeat  your  bodies  a  living 
^crifiqe,  holy,  acceptabk  unto  God,  which  is  your 
leafonable  fervice  *|- . 

He  JbaU  fee  Us  feed^  &c.  If  you  inquire  what 
benefit,  what  fruit  or  compenfation  (hall  the  illuf- 
trious,  innocent,  patient,  benevolent  fuffercr,  receive 
for  the  grievous  af&i&ions  he  fuftained  in  foul 
and  body  for  the  fins  of  God's  people  ?  The  joyful 
confequences  torefult  from  the  offering  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  the  giving  his  life  a  ranfom  for  many,  are  ftated 
in  the  words  now  to  be  confidered.  His  fpiritual 
progeny,  the  children  of  his  grace,  who  derive  from 
him  their  fpiritual  life  and  exiftence,  are  dqqbtlefs 
inten46d  by  this  expreifion.  For  them  he  obtained 
life  b^  his  death,  to  them  he  reveals  it  in  the  gofpe), 
and  to  them  he  conveys  it  by  his  word  and  Spirit.  To 
hiod  they  bear  a  firiking  refemblance,  they  partici- 
pate  of  his  Spirit,  they^eceive  grace  correfponding  to 
grace  in  him,  they  walk  as  he  alfo  walked,  and  are 
imitators  of  him  as  his  dear  children.  They  are  the 
objeds  of  his  complacential  love  and  paternal  care, 
they  are  elevated  to  the  dignity  of  princes,  confti* 
tuted  heirs  of  his  everlafting  kingdom,  and  aim  in  all 
thmgs  to  honour  and  obey  their  heavenly  Father.-*-* 
This  numerous  fpiritual  progeny,  Jefus  Chrift  fball 
behold  with  exquifite  plealiire.  Death  fuffered  not 
the  father  of  the  faithful  to  fee  his  pofterity  multi- 
plied, whereas  the  Meffiah,  though  he  was  cut  off 
from  the  land  of  the  living,  (hall  contemplate  his  pof- 
terity perpetuated,  and  increafed  in  every  age  of  the 
world.     He  Ihall  f^e  (hem  in  number  as  the  grafs  of 

the 
*  Eph.  ▼•  2*  f  Rom.  xiL  i. 
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the  earth,  and  as  the  drops  of  dew  that  fall  upon  the 
ground,  growing  up  in  every  country,  and  in  every 
age,  while  the  fun  and  moon  endure. 

He  Jball  prolong  bis  daysy  &c,  Notwithftanding 
his  days  were  cut  off  in  the  midft,  .he  (hall  enjoy  a 
glorious  immortal  life.  Having  burft  afunder  the 
bands  of  death,  and  triumphed  over  the  grave,  he 
Ihall  be  elevated  to  the  highcft  dignity,  and  the  moft 
confummate  felicity.  He  ihall  live  for  evermore  to 
make  interceffion  for  tranfgrefibrs,  to  manage  the 
concerns  of  his  Church,  and  to  confer  upon  them  every 
needful  bleffing.  He  dieth  no  more ;  deatli  hath 
no  more  dominion  over  him,  of  whom  it  was  faid 
by  the  angel,  *  The  Lord  God  (hall  give  unto  him 

*  the  throne  of  his  father  Davjd,  and  he  Ihall  reign 

*  over  the  houfe  of  Jacob  for  ever;  of  his  kingdom 

*  there  fhall  be  no  end*.*— -^/irf  the pleafure  of  the 
Lord  Jbatt  projper  in  bis  band.     The  converflon  and 
falvation  of  finners  of  mankind,  is  reprefented  in 
fcripture  as   highly    acceptable  and   well  pleailng 
unto  Jehovah.  Had  not  their  redemption  and  return 
to  him  been  precious  in  his  fight,  and  the  objedl  of 
his  delight,  he  would  not  have  fent  his  well-beloved 
Son  into  this  world,  and  delivered  him  up  to  the  death 
for  us  all — he  would  not  have  commanded  and  eo* 
couraged  them  to  come  to  this  compafiionate  Saviour, 
nor  expoftulated  with  them  refpeding  their  folly  in 
rejeding  his  falvation.     The   reftoration  of  tranf- 
greffors  to  the  favour,  the  refemblance,  and  enjoy- 
ment of  their  Maker,  is  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord,  the 
blefied  work  wherein  he  takes  exquifite  delight  and 
joy,  whereby  he  accomplifhes  his  promifes,  and  dif- 
plays  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace.     He  to  whom 
belongs  counfel  and  found  wifdom,  and  an  arm  that 
is  full  of  power,  hath  taken  this  whole  bufinefs  into 
his  own  hand,  and  he  will  certainly  manage  it  to  the 
bed  advantage,  and  with  the  greateft  fuccefs.     Com- 
fortable thought !    In  his  gracious  hand  the  interefts 
of  men's  falvation  are  riot  only  perfectly  fafe,  but 

(hall 

*  Luke  i.  3a, 
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fhall  afluredly  thrive  and  profper. — Let  us  frequently 
and  eameftlj  pray,  that  Jefus  Chrift  may  behold 
plants  of  righteoufoefs  growing  up  in  our  families, 
that  he  may  fee  a  perpetual  fucceffion  of  his  fpiritual 
diildren  on  this  earth,  and  that  the  Lord  God  may 
enjoy  the  benevolent  pleafure  that  aril'es  from  the 
profperity  of  his  Church. 

II,  He  Ihall  fee  of  the  travel  of  his  foul, 
end  ihall  be  fatisfied  :  by  his  knowledge  fhall 
my  righteous  fervant  juftify  many :  for  he 
ihall  bear  their  iniquities. 

The  blefTed  fruits  which,  in  confequence  of  hia 
paffion,  were  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  Meffiah  and  the 
Church,  are  graphically  defcribed  in  thi§  and  the  fol- 
lowing verfe.  With  refpeft  to  the  Meffiah — Hejball 
fie  rftbe  travel  of  bis  foul,  &.c.  He  Ihall  behold,  with 
cxquifite  pleafure,  the  happy  efFefts  refulting  to  innu- 
merable multitudes  from  the  agonizing  fufterings  he 
fuftained,  not  only  in  his  body,  but  efpecially  in  his 
foul,  when  it  was  made  an  offering  for  fin.  The  ex- 
preilion  may  particularly  refer  to  the  bitter  anguilh 
of  mind  which  he  felt,  when  he  was  grievoufly  op- 
prefled  with  perplexity  and  grief,  in  the  awful  feafon 
wherein  his  foul  was  exceeding  forrowful  even  unfo 
death.  He  ihall  alfo  contemplate,  with  triumph  and 
joy,  in  h'ls  exaltation  to  the  higheft  dignity,  authority, 
and  felicity,  in  the  prefence  and  at  the  right  hand  of 
God,  the  glorious  fruits  which  were  to  accrue  to  him- 
felf  from  the  painful  diftrefs  to  which  he  fubmitted. 
^And  Jball  he  fatisfied,  in  reviewing  with  com- 
placency what  be  hath  done  and  fuSered  for  the 
honour  of  Jehovah,  and  the  redemption  of  his 
Church,  in  pofleffing  an  immenfe  plenitude  of  blef. 
fings,  and  in  the  complete  enjoyment  of  the  moil  per- 
fed  happinefs  in  God.  He  Ihall  be  infinitely  de- 
lighted with  the  glory,  wherewith  he  is  in  vetted  in 
Heaven,  the  glory  of  his  perfon  and  providence,  of 
liis  righteoufnefs  and  grace,  of  his  triumphs  over  fin 
Vol,  IV.  q^  and 


Ill  LECTURES  ON  the        Chap.  LUL 

and  Satan,  over  death  and  the  powers  of  darknefs. 
riow  highly  is  he  gratified  bjr  the  fuccefs  of  bis  gof- 
pel ;  by  the  increafe,  extent,  and  perpctiMty  of  his 
kingdom ;  by  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  for  the  con- 
verfion  of  his  fpiritual  childnrn,  and  the  prefervation 
of  their  Divine  life ;  and  by  the  operations  of  his  pro- 
vidence, whereby  he  provides  for  their  defence  and 
fafety. — But  this  is  a  fubjeik  far  furpafiing  defcrip- 
tion. 

Are  you,  my  friends,  pleafed  to  be  informed  of  the 
reft,  felicity,  and  joy,  which,  in  confeq^uence  of  his 
labours  of  love,  Jefus  Chrift  is  now  enjoying  ?  know 
then,  that  you  may  add  to  his  fatisfadtion,  not  by  pre- 
fenting  to  him  coftly  oblations,  but  by  a  cordial, 
thankful  acceptance  of  the  fruits  of  his  painful  fuf-- 
ferings,  and  a  cheerful  fubje&ion  to  his  equitable  ad- 
miniftration.  This  tribute  of  gratitude  and  duty  he 
demands  as  an  acknowledgement  for  the  labours  and 
diftrefles  he  underwent  for  you. 

By  bis  knowledge  Jhall  my  righteous  fervant^  &c. 
Our  prophet,  having  clearly  pointed  out  the  obedience, 
the  pafiion  and  death  of  the  Mefliah,  as  the  true 
cauie  and  fole  ground  of  juftification  in  the  fight  of 
God,  declares,  in  the  words  now  read,  that  the  right 
knowledge  of  thefe  things  is  the  mean  whereby  this 
precious  benefit  is  obtained.  This  knowledge,  of 
which  God's  righteous  Servant  is  the  author  and  the 
pbjed,confifts  in  a  heartfelt  con vidion  that  wedeferve 
condemnation  and  wrath,  in  a  firm  perfuafion  that 
the  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  only  true  caufe  of 
juftification,  in  appropriating  to  outfelves  the  benefits 
refulting  from  his  fufTe rings,  and  in  humble  fubmiflion 
to  him  as  our  Saviour  and  Lord,  accompanied  with 
the  unrefeived  dedication  of  all  our  powers  and 
talents  to  his  fervice  and  obedience.  The  predidlion 
before  us  is  perfedly  confiftent  with  thofe  fcriptures, 
which  explicitly  aflert  that  we  are  juftified  by  faith 
in  Jefus  Chrift  * ;  for  genuine  f^ith,  and  the  know- 
ledge here  fpokcn  of,  are  intimately  and  infeparably 

connected  ^ 

*  Rom.  ill.  26.  Chap.  ?•  i.  Gal.  2»  i6« 


Via.  f I.  [Prophecies  or  isaiah.         nj 

conneded ;  and  having  the  fame  properties  and  e£- 
fe£ts;  no' material  difference  is  made  in  the  fenfe  of 
the  expreffion,  whether  the  one  or  the  other  be  men- 
tioned.   By  this  knowledge,  we  become  acquainted 
with  the  perlbnal  excellencies  of  Jefus  Chriil,  with 
his  perfeA  obedience,  and  the  offering  he  prefeuted 
to  God  for  us.    We  learn,  that  he  is  infinitely  worthy 
to  be  loved  and  confided  in,  for  pardon,  acceptance, 
and  eternal  falvation,  whilft  we  are  under  the  ftrongeft 
obligations  to  live  to  him  who  died  for  us. — There  is 
a  peculiar  propriety  in  the  defignation  given  to  him 
by  whofe  knowledge  we  are  juftified,  inafmuch  as  he 
is  not  only  the  Holy  and  the  Jull  One,  Jefus  Chrift  th6 
righteous,  but  becuufe  he  hath  righteoufnefs  to  confer 
upon  others :  his  name  is  the  Lord  our  Righteoufnefs^ 
by  whofe  obedience  many  (hall  be  made  righteous  *. 
Of  this  illuftrious  perfon  it  is  foretold,  He  [bdUpJlify 
numj.    Properly  fpeaking,  it  is  God  who  juitifies, 
who  abfolves  from  guilt,  admits  into  his  favour,  and 
beflows  a  right  to  all  the  bleifings  connedcdwith  this 
privilege.     The  foundation  of  this  benefit,  however, 
being  laid  in  the  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  or  the 
Righteoufnefs  of  Ages,  brought  in  by  the  Meffiah^ 
this  prerogative  is  attributed  to  him.     Of  this  ineft* 
imable  privilege  many    fliall  participate,    even  as 
many  as  he  gave  his  life  a  ranfom  for,  as  the  Lord 
our  God  (hall  call,  and  as  (hall  believe  on  him,  whe* 
thcr  Jev^s  or  Gentiles.     In  him  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  (hall  be  blcffed.     The  reafon  is  fubjoined — 
For  be  JbaU  bear  their  iniquities,  which,  having  been 
laid  upon  him  by  Jehovah,  he  (hall  endure  the  pu- 
niihment  they  deferved  whom  he  is  pleafed  to  juftify. 
This  immenfe  load,   which  created  ftrength  could 
not  have  fuftained,  which  thruft  down  into  the  loweft 
hell  the  angels  that  kept  not  their  firft  eftate,  and 
that  would  have  funk  the  human  race  into  perdition, 
this  infupportable  weight    the   Lord  Jefus    Chrill 
vouchfafed  to  bedr  on  his  own  perfon.     In  confe- 
qucnce  of  this  gracious  interpofition,  he  acquits  from 

condemnation 

♦  Rom.  T.  19. 
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condemnation  the  many  who,  knowing  his  wonder- 
ful  grace,  have  recourfe  to  him  for  mercy  and  deliver* 
ance.— Would  you  participate  of  this  precious  bene- 
fit of  juftification,  cry  after  knowledge,  and  lift  up 
your  voice  for  underftanding :  Endeavour  to  becopie 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  amiable  charaders  of 
the  Melfiah,  and  the  ineftimable  bleflings  he  be- 
llows, that,  feeUng  your  ncceffitics,  and  feeing  his 
all-fufficiency,  you  may  refort  to  him  for  righteouf- 
nefs  and  ftrength. 

12.  Therefore  will  I  divide  him  a  portion 
with  the  great,  and  he  fhall  divide  the  fpoil 
with  the  ftrong :  becaufe  he  hath  poured  cue 
his  foul  unto  death:  and  he  was  numbred 
with  the  tranfgreflbrs,  and  he  bare  the  fin  of 
many,  and  made  interceffion  for  the  tranf- 
greflbrs. 

Thefe  words  contain  a  beautiful  defcription  of  the 
glorious  reward  to  be  conferred  on  the  Meffiah,  on 
account  of  the  profound  abafemeftt  to  which  he  fub- 
rnitted,  and  the  perfeft  facrifice  he  prcfented  to  God 
in   behalf  of  tranfgreflbts.—. STA^rr^or^  will  I  (faith 
Jehovah)  divide  bim  a  portion,  &c.     In  thefe  expref- 
fions,  there  fcems  to  be  an  allufion  to  the  fignal  ad- 
vantages  which  refult  to  a  mighty  conqueror  from  the 
vidory  he  hath  obtained  over  his  enemies,  in  confe- 
quence  whereof  he  lays  hold  on  their  fpoils,  as  a  re- 
compence  for  the  toils  and  dangers  he  hath  expe- 
rienced, and  divides  it  with  thofe  who  have  fliared 
with  him  in  the  fatigues  and  hardfliips  of  war.    The 
Meffiah,  the  captain  of  falvation,  having  completely 
vanquiOied  all  his  and  our  powerful  adverfaries,  fliall 
enjoy  many  rich  trophies  of  his  glorious  fuccefs— 
moft  extenfive  advantages  fhall  arife  to  him  and  hi^ 
followers  from  his  iUuftrious  triumphs.     Or,  as  the 
Hebrew  words  intimate,  The  Lord  God  fliall  divide 

him 


Via.  w.     PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH,  125 

him  many  for  his  portion.  He  will  give  him  the  hea- 
then for  his  inheritance,  and  the  utmoft  ends  of  the 
earth  for  his  pofleffion.  He  will  fet  his  hand  in  the 
fea,  and  his  right  hand  in  the  rivers ;;  his  empire  (hall 
be  univerfal  over  all  the  earth.  By  the  rod  of  his 
ftrength  he  (hall  rule  in  the  midft  of  his  enemies;  and 
as  for  his  people,  made  willing  in  a  day  of  his  power, 
they  (hall  exceed,  in  number,  as  well  as  beauty  and 
brilliancy,  the  fparkles  of  dew  which  the  morning  dif- 
clofeth  to  the  eye  of  the.  beholder. 

He  /ball  divide  the  Jpoil  with  the  Jlrong.  Learned 
men  have  differed  widely  in  their  fentiments  ref« 
pe^Hng  the  ilrong  that  are  here  mentioned,  which 
1  ihall  not  occupy  your  time  in  reciting.  This  ele- 
gant expreffion  plainly  imports,  that  Jefus  Chrift 
ihall  not  appropriate  to  himfelf  all  the  benefit  flow- 
ing from  bis  humiliation  and  obedience  unto  death, 
but  admit  his  faithful  fervants  to  participate  with 
him ;  fo  that  as  he  overcame  and  is  fet  down  with 
the  Father  on  his  throne,  fo  to  them  that  overcome 
will  he  grant  to  fit  with  him  on  his  throne  *.  It  may 
alfo  fignify,  that  he  fhall  diftribute,  with  exultation 
and  juy,  among  his  followers,  the  blefled  fruits  accru- 
ing from  his  fufTerings  and  facrifice,  and  vidlory  over 
their  enemies.  The  ftrong  may  denote  the  peculiar 
people  belonging  to  Jefus  Chrift,  who  are  celebrated 
among  the  nations  for  ftrength,  valour,  and  fortitude; 
thofe  who,  though  weak  in  themfelves,  are  ftrong  in 
the  Lord  and  the  power  of  his  might,  and  who,  iu 
the  ftrength  of  the  Lord  God,  vanquifli  all  the  oppo- 
fition  raifed  againft  them.  It  may  farther  denote, 
that  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ftiall  refcue  many  power* 
ful  nations  from  under  the  empire  of  Satan,  that, 
by  his  word,  accompanied  with  his  Spirit  of  might,  he 
ihall  caft  out  the  ftrong  man  that  occupied  their 
hearts,  deftroy  his  ftrong  holds,  deprive  him  of  his 
armour;  and  fpoil  his  goods ;  and  thus  acquire  new 
triumphs  over  the  powers  of  darknefs,  and  large 
acccflions  to  the  number  of  his  fubjefts. — ^Such,  my 

brethren, 
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brethren,  are  the  happy  effedls  of  the  redemption 
and  conqueft  obtaiiled  by  Meffiah  the  Prince,  which 
(hall  extend  throughout  all  ages,  and  be  for  ever 
celebrated  by  all  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord,  in  the 
kingdom  of  their  Father.  May  I  indulge  the  plea- 
fing  hope,  that  fome  who  now  hear  me,  (hall  Ihare 
in  the  precious  fpoils  which  our  gracious  Lord  (hall 
diftribute  to  his  good  foldiers,  and  that,  in  this  prof- 
peiJl,  they  will  readily  endure  hardnefs,  and  be  faith- 
ful unto  death. 

'  Brcaufe  be  bath  pwr^d  m/t  bis  foul  unto  death. 
Four  reafons  are  here  alfigned  for  the  Mcffiah's 
triumph,  the  firft  of  which  1  have  now  read.  The . 
metaphor  is  taken  from  the  blood  of  the  animals 
that  were  offered  in  facrifice  to  God,  under  the  Mo^ 
faic  oeconomy,  which,  by  Divine  appointment,  was 
poured  out  upon  the  altar*.  The  expreffion  ap- 
plied to  Jefus  Chrift,  intimates  tlie  readinefs  and 
alacrity  with  which  he  laid  down  his  life,  and  (bed 
his  blood,  to  be  an  atonement  for  fin,  the  intenie*- 
nefs  of  his  fufferings,  and  the  agonies  of  death  to 
which  he  fubmitted  when  he  gave  himfelf  for  us.-« 
jind  be  was  numbered  with  the  tranfgreffbrs.  He 
was  apprehended  as  a  thief,  by  the  multitudes  who 
Went  out  with  fwords  and  (laves  to  take  him.  He 
was  condemned  by  the  Jewi(h  fanhedrim  for  blaf- 
phemy,  and  by  the  Roman  governor  for  fedition,  and 
crucified  between  two  thieves. — And  be  hare  the  Jin 
of  many  ^  for  whom  he  became  a  facrifice  and  an  offer- 
ing, a  propitiation  and  a  curfe,  i.  e.  he  was  accounted 
and  treated  as  one  accurfed,  that  he  might  take  away 
our  fins,  and  that  we  might  be  blefled  in  him. 

All  the  fins  of  thofe  who  are  faved  in  every  age 
met  together  on  him,  and  even  thofe  who  had  few- 
eft,  had  no  fmall  burden  to  caft  upon  him. — And  made 
interceffion  for  tranfgrejfors^  that  he  might  juftly  have 
configned  to  everlafting  deftrudlion.  He  pleads 
fuccefsfully  with  his  eternal  Father  in  behaff  of 
ihofe  who  have  violated  his  facrcd  authority,  and 

who 
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who  are  convinced  of  the  law  as  tranfgrcflbrs.  The 
£vangeli(^  Luke  hath  trafmitted  to  us  a  valuable 
fpccimen  of  yvhat  is  here  affirmed*.  Whilft  he  was 
infulted  and  tortured  on  the  crofs  by  his  enemies, 
he  uttered  this  compaffionate  requeft :  '  Father,  for- 
*  give  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do/  The 
efficacy  of  this  prayer  was  experienced  by  tboufandSf 
who,  on  the  day  of  Pcntecoft,  were  converted  by 
the  miniftry  of  the  apoftle  Peter.  This  interceffion 
of  Jefus  Chrifty  exemplified  at  confiderable  length 
in  the  Z7th  chapter  of  John«  is  conduced  by  him 
for  the  nK>ft  benevolent  purpofes,  that  tranfgrefibrs 
may  obtain  the  remiffion  of  fins,  that  they  may  be 
kept  from  evil,  that  their  prayers  may  be  anfwered, 
their  fervices  accepted,  and  that  the  Comforter  may 
be  fent  to  abide  with  them  continually.— Blefled 
be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  who  hath  vifited  and  re- 
deemed hifl  people,  and  who  hath  performed  the 
roeicy  promifed  unto  the  fathers.  Let  the  praifes  of 
the  Lord  our  God  fill  heaven  and  earth ;  let  them 
occapy  the  hearts,  the  mouths,  and  the  lives  of  all 
in  the  churches  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  gave  himfelf 
for  us,  to  redeem  us  from  all  iniljfRty,  and  to  purify 
us  onto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good 
works. 

f  Chap,  xxiii'  34.. 
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HAVING    defcribed,  in  the  preceding  part  of 
this    difcourfe,  the  profound  abafement  and 
complicated    fufferings  of  the   Meffiah,   with   their 
caufes,  circumftances,  and  confequences   refpeding 
himfelf,  Ifaiah  proceeds  in  this  chapter  to  delineate 
more  particularly  the  fruits  and  effeds  of  his  obedi- 
ence and  paffion,  to  his  afflided,  deprefled  Churchy 
that  greatly  needed  to  be  comforted. — In  the  na.nc 
of  the  Lord  God,  he  exhorts  them  to  lay  allde  the 
fadnefs  and  forrow  wherein  they  had  indulgcrd  tor 
long  time,  to  be  glad  and  rejoice,  on  account  of  tiic 
vaft  increafe  of  their  numbers,  and  the  large  exten- 
fion  of  their  territories,  ver.  i — 3. — He  then  points 
out  the  foundation  on  which  depend  thefe  and  the 
other  advantages  they  enjoyed,  namely,  their  inti* 
mate  relation  to  God,  the  invariable  conftancy  of  his 
favour,  and  his  unchangeable  a^eAion  for  his  people, 
ver.  4 — 8. — The  fubjed  is  then  amplified  and  illuf* . 
trated,  by  the  extraordinary  fymbol  of  the  covenant 
into  which  God  was  pleafed  to  enter  with  his  fervant 
Noah,  ver.  9,  lo.— -This  is  accon^panied  with  predic- 
tions and  promifes,  delivered  in  figurative  language, 
wherein,  under  various  images,  expreflive  of  beauty, 
ilrength,  and  magnificence,  the  Church  are  aifured 
that  they  fliall  be  elevated  to  diftinguifhed  honour 
and  dignity  ;  that  they  fliall  be  favoured  with  Divine 
inflrudion,  internal  tranquiUity,  and  defence  againil 
their  enemies,  who  might  endeavour  to  moleft  and 
diflrefs  them,  ver.  ii.  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 
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SING,  O  barren,  thou  that  didft  not  bear  j 
break  forth  into  finging,  and  cry  aloud^ 
thou  that  didft  riot  travail  with  child :  for 
more  are  the  children  df  the  defokte,  than  th^ 
children  of  the  niarried  wife,  faith  the  Lord, 

The  Church  of  pod  are  here  called  upon  to  ex- 
prels  their  joy,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  on  account 
of  a  happy  change  to  be  made  in  their  condition  .^-^ 
For  a  confiderable  time  prior  to  the  death  of  the 
Mef&ah,  they  had  not  brought  forth  (piritual  children 
unto  God,  and,  in  refpe£t  of  the  fmall  number  of  the 
faithful  who  believed  the  promifes  made  uiito  the 
fathers;  they  are  faid  to  have  been  barren.  They 
had  not  been  honoured  to  produce  a  numerous  fpi* 
ritual  pofterity  to  the  Lord  Fefus  Chrift,  nor  had  they 
experience  of  the  pain  and  labours,  which  afterward 
they  were  acquainted  with,  when  they  travailed  as 
in  birth,  until  he  was  formed  in  them,  until  they  be- 
came members  of  the  houfehold  of  God,  aiid  heirs  of 
eternal  life.  In  this  forjiom  illate,  they  are  invited  to 
teftify  joy  and  gladnefs  by  every  proper  expreffion, 
Aich  as  grateful  longs  of  praiTe  and  triumphant  exda- 
mations,  celebrating  the  riches  of  that  glorious  grace 
thereby  multitudes  were  bom  to  God.— What 
pleafing  emotions  arife  in  the  devout  mind  from  con- 
templating the  agreeable  alteration,  fpecified  as  the 
ground  of  their  exultation  and  joy. 

For  more  are .  the  cbUdren  of  the  defilcUe^  8tc. 
Thefc  words  are  cited  by  the  apoftle  Paul  *,  to  con- 
firm his  alfertton,  that  the  mother  of  all  Cbriflian^, 
whether  called  fiom  among  Jews  or  Gentiks,  is  the 
Jerulalem  which  is  above,  beipg  far  fuperior  to  the  city 
that  bare  that  name  in  the  land  of  IfnieL— That  they 
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all  belong  to  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly 
Jerufalem,  to  which  the  l;>eiieviag  Hebrews  had  ac- 
tually come^  and  whercm  they  refided,  together 
with  Tefus  Chrift,  their  compaffionate  Saviour.  The 
Gentile  Church,  which  had  been  early  efpoufed  to 
the  Lord  God,  in  the  days  of  Noah  and  his  feithfid 
deibendants,  are  reprefented,  by  th^  defigi^tion 
given  them,  as  in  a  very  forlorn  condition.  They 
had  long  been  forfaken  and  left  in  the  ftate  of  a  defo- 
late  woman,^  who  could  not  be  expe&ed  to  have 
children,  until  (he  was  brought  unto  the  family  ^nd 
liouie  of  her  hulband.  After  that  memorable  pe- 
riod  expired  here  alluded  to,  the  fpiritual  chUdrea 
"born  to  God  from  among  the  Tewim  nation,  which 
for  ages  had  beei^  folemnly  jomed  in  covenant  to 
Jehovah,  and  whofe  hulband  he  acknowledged  that 
"he  was  indeed,  were  very  few  in  comparifon  of  thofe 
who  fprung  up  among  the  Gentiles,  From  them 
the  Church  received  a  large  acceflion,  a  very  numer- 
ous fpiritual  progeny,  far  exceeding  what  had  been 
known  under  the  former  difpenfatioh,  as  we  learn  from 
the  hiftory  of  the  A6ls  of  the  Apoftles.  To  the  one 
hundred  and  twenty  difciples  that  were  injerufalem, 
by  means  of  the  apollle  Peter's  t>yo  fermons  there 
were  added  at  lead  about  five,  probably  eight  thou- 
fand  fouls,  who  Were  foon  joined  by  multitudes  both 
o^^men  and  women.  A  great  multitude  of  Tews  and 
Greeks  believed,  vaft  numbers  were  every  where  con- 
verted and  added  to  the  Church.  In  this  manner 
was  the  prediction  before  us  fulfilled,  the  c'onfidera- 
tion  whereof  ought  to  excite  every  Chriitian  to  grati- 
tude, joy,  and  praife. 

2.  ^nlarg«  the  place  of  thy  tent,  ^xjA  let 
them  fls^etch  forth  the  curtains  of  thine  habi- 
tationa :  fpare  not,  lengthen  thy  cords^  and 
firengthen  thy  (lakes. 
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The  extfaoidkiacy  iliereafe  and  enlargement  of  the 
Chorcb/  which  was  eviry  ^here  to  be  fpread  abroad 
among  the  Gentiles,  is  exhibited  under  the  beautiful* 
welI*kno#n  emfcleitt  of  a  feht,  that  requires;  to  be 
extended^  in  old^  to  afford  a  coyer  to  thofe  who 
may  come  into  it  for  fhelter.  There  is  a  manifeft 
allufion  either  to  the  heirs  of  promife,  who  anciently 
fojoumed  in  a  (Irange  country,  dwelling;  itl  taber- 
'nacles,  looking  for  a  city  that  hath  foundations, 
whofe  builder  apd  tniker  is  God  *;  6#  tb  thef  tents 
ereded  in  eaftiem  countries',  for  the  accommlodation 
of  the  more  opulent  people,  which  are  not  deficient 
of  any  convenience  r|equifite  to  the  comfort  of  thofe 
who  occupy  then*.  Tnofe  who  Kve  in  tents  plainly 
(hew  that  they  have  not  a  fettled  place  of  refidence, 
bat  exped  afterward  to  arrive  at  a  more  permanent 
abode ;  that,  notwithftandrng  they  pt^fs  different 
apartments,  they  form  but  one  community,  which 
are  thereby  cheriflied  and  proteAed  from  the  injuries 
that  might  befal  them.  On  thefe,  and  other  ac- 
cottntSy  they  afford  an  inflrudtive  reprefentaltion  of 
the  flaie  of  the  Church  in  this  prefent  world,  who 
die  required  to  enlarge  the  place  of  their  habitation. 
Hitherto  their  limits  had  been  circumfcribed  to  the 
land  of  Canaan,  but  now,  on  account  of  the  vaft  ac- 
ceiSon  of  converts,  thtit  boundaries  were  to  be 
greatly  enlarged,  theor  curtains,  the  peculiar  privi- 
Kges  they  enjoyed,  were  to  be  widely  extended,  and 
the  means  whereby  they  became  eftablifhed  on  the 
timnc  Omnipotence  and  faithfulnefs,  were  to  be  fo 
extenfively  diffufed,  that  no  place  or  nation  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  fhould  be  exempted  from  (baring 
in  the  benefits  belonging  to  the  kingdom  of  God.— j- 
Spare  not^  &c.  Withhold  not  faith' and  hope  from  the 
promifes  of  Jehovah,  which  are  fupportcd  by^s 
power  and  veracity ;  but,  affiited  of  their  acconu 
pfifbment,  be  not  deficient  eithtr  in  the  vigour  or 
continuance  of  your  efforts,  for  giving  fpll  cffedt  to 
this  encouraging  exhortation ;  take  heed  that  ye  be 

not 
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iK)t  mdyed    by  the  temptations   and   oppo&ions 
whereby  you  may  be  affiiiled. 

3.  For  thou  (halt  break  forth  on  the  right 
hand  and  on  the  left ;  and  thy  feed  (hall  in- 
lierit  the  Gentiles,  and  make  the  defolatc 
cities  to  be  inhabited. 

The  high^  importance  of  complying  vf/ith  the  pre^ 
fading  diredion  is  dated,  in  ftrong  tenps,  in  the 
tjTords  nQW  to  be  coniidered*  The  exprellion,  which 
feems  to  refer  (0  the  burfting  of  waters,  with  force 
and  impetuofity,  from  the  place  of  their  cofifine- 
ipent,  fp  as  to  fpread  abroad  upon  all  hands,  is  in- 
fended  to  fignify  the  powerful,  extenfive  influence 
pf  the  gpfpel  pf  Jefus  Chrift,  accompanied  with  the 
eflicacy  of  the  Iloly  Spirit,  when  it  fliould  be 
preached  to  all  nation^  for  the  obedience  of  faith. 
-—Or,  as  it  is  here  exprefled,  IVben  itjbotdd  breaks 
forth  on  the  right  and  left  band.  The  city  bamaria 
'^nd  her  daughters  dwelt  on  the  left  hand  pf  Jerufa- 
lem,  from  whenpe  the  gofpel  was  promulgated  ;  bo« 
dom  and  her  daughters  were  fituated  on  the  right 
hand  *•  In  the  Scripture  ftyle,  people  are  (aid  to  be 
the  ^aughticrs  or  children' of  thofe  whqfe  examples 
they  imitate,  and  whofe  pradices  they  adopt:,  they 
who  walk  in  the  fieps  of  Abrahann,  ar^  called  the 
children  of  Abraham  ;  they  who  follow  the  courfe  of 
this  wprld,  are .  denominated  the  children  pf  thi$ 
world ;  and  they  who  are  addided  to  the  feveral 
kinds  of  wickednels  that  prevailed  in  Samaria  and 
Sodom,  are  faid  to  be  their  daughters,  who,  according 
to  this  predidion,  were  to  be  favoured  with  the  glo^ 
jious  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift,  by  means  of  which 
many  were  to  be  bprn  of  God — Or  the  right  and  left 
band,  may  fignify  on  all  hands,  toward  every  quar- 
fter,  north,  fouth,  eaft,  and  weft.  In  this  view,  the 
predidion  is  of  fimilar  import  with  the  promife  that 

God 
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God  made^  to  the  patriarch  Jacob,  recorded  G^n. 
zxviii.  14.  '  And  thy  feed  (hall  be  as  the  duft  of 
'  the  earth,  and  thou  ihalt  fpread  abroad  to  the  weft 

*  and  to  the  eaft,  to  the  north  and  to  the  fouth,  and 

*  in  thy  feed  (hall  the  families  of  the  earth  be  blef- 

*  fed/ — The  fubjedl  is  amplified  in  the  words  which 
immediately  follow* 

And  tby  feedJbaU  inherit  the  Gentiles,  &c.  The 
Lord  God  declares  that  he  will  grant  the  fpiritual 
pofterity  of  his  Church  to  poflefs  thofe  heathen 
countries  and  cities,  which  had  hitherto  remained  in 
a  forlorn  uncultivated  ftate,  and  had  produced  no 
fruit  acceptable  unto  God.— .That,  in  confequence  of 
this  happy  change,  they  were  to  be  occupied  by 
great  numbers  of  people,  and  their  condition  in  all 
refpeds  to  be  much  improved.  This  important 
event  is  the  frequent  topic  of  ancient  prophecy,  and 
is  repeatedly  foretold  by  Ifaiah  in  the  fubfequent 
predidions  contained  in  this  book,  and  therefore  I 
(hall  referve  the  further  illuftration  until  the  fubjedt 
again  occurs. 

4.  Fear  not,  for  thou  fhalt  not  be  afliamed : 
neither  be  thou  confounded,  for  thou  fhalt 
not  be  put  to  ihame  :  for  thou  (halt  forget  the 
ihame  of  thy  youth,  and  (halt  not  remember 
the  reproach  of 'thy  widowhood  any  more. 

The  people  of  God  are  difluaded,  by  feveral  ftrong 
arguments,  from  indulging  in  timidity  and  perplexity. 
The  fear  and  perturbation  they  are  urged  to  avoid,  is 
of  that  kind  which  a  foldier  feels  on  having  deferted 
from  the  army,  and  a  woman  after  having  departed 
from  her  hufband.  It  excites  a  variety  of  uneafy 
fenfations,^  it  renders  averfe  to  appear  in  public,  and 
folicitous  to  efcape  obfervation.  The  meaning, 
then,  of  the  exhortation  given  to  the  Church,  in  diL  " 
ferent  forms,  feems  to  be  (hortly  this ;   Decline  not, 

through 
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through  timidity  or  terror,  to  com^  into  open  view, 
and  to  fubitiit  yoorfelTei  to  public  itifpedion ;  but 
come  forward,  with  fortitude  and  boldnds,  confident 
of  your  tfitimate  connediofi  with  the  Lord   God, 
and  afllired  that  you  fhall   experience  the  fruita 
6f  bia  permanent  affe&ion.-^  Jbr  ibou  ftrak  not  he 
afbamed^  &c.  nor  have  caufe  to  blufli  on  account 
of  difappointment,  reproach,  or  guilt,  or   by  rea- 
son of   your  hope  and  expectation  bemg  fruftrat* 
ed ;  for^  being  founded  on  the  Rock  of  Ages,  you 
iball  never  be  expofed  to  Knerited  derifion  and  con^ 
tempt. — For  thou  Jbait forget  the  pome  of  thf  youth. 
The  difgrace  that  you  incurred  by  unbelief  in  the 
pron^ifes  of  God,  and  the  few  converts  that  were 
made  to  the  faith  and  obedience  of  that  gracious 
Lord,  who  had  admitted  you  into  covenant  with  him. 
The  expreffion  may  refer  to  the  time  they  were  de- 
tained in  bondage  by  the  Egyptians,  and  to  the  pe- 
riod which  elapfed  foon  'after  the  death  of  Jofliua, 
the  (ervant  of  the  Lord^  when  they  apoftatized  into 
idolatry,  and  almoft  loft  the  appearance  of  the  Church 
of  God  *.— And /ball  not  remember  the  reproach  of  thy 
widowhood  any  more.    The  time  of  the  fiabylonifh 
captivity,  when  God  feemed  to  have  withdrawn  from 
the  Church  his  kind  affedlion  and  tender  care,  when 
they  were  deprived  of  the  important  bleffings  they 
had  formerly  enjoyed,  and  were  expofed  to  fcorn, 
infults,  and  injuries,  is  doubtlefs  the  feaibn  here  re- 
ferred to.     Hence  they  are  introduced,  in  the  book 
of  Lamentations  f ,  prcfenting  to  God  this  requeft  : 
'  Remember,  O  Lord,  what  is  come  upon  us ;  confix 

*  dcr  and  behold  our  reproach.     We  are  orphans  and 

*  fatheriefs,  our  mothers  are  as  widows.*  Ail  this 
fhame  and  reproach  which  they  had  borne,  our  pro- 
phet fortels,  ihaU  be  forgotten,  and  the  remembrance 
of  them  (hall  be  fo  obliterated  as  not  to  give  uneali- 
nefs ;  on  the  contrary,  the  recoUedtion  of  them  Ihall 
heighten  their  gratitude  to  the  God  of  merc>   and 

ialvation. 

•  Jcr.  ill.  ij,  f  Chap.  v.  i. 
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falvatioo.  Thjs  tmprdfioas  made  by  your  fbrmet 
niiferies  Ihitll  Ue  fo  completely  worn  opt  by  a  faccef, 
fion  of  mercies,  that  your  reproach  (hail  be  remem- 
bered no 


5.  For  thy  maker  is  thine  hufbaud,  (the 
Lordtrf" Hofts  is  bis  name;)  and  thy  redeemer 
the  holy  One  of  Ifrael,  the  God  of  the  whole 
earth  (hall  he  be  called. 

The  re^on  is  aflj^ned  why  the  Church,  that 
had  remained  for  a  time  in  a  forlorn  condition,  and 
feemed  to  have  been  rejefted  of  God,  fhould  not  lofe 
hope  of  attaining  a  comfortable  date,  and  a  numer- 
ous fpiritual  pofterity.r-rFor  thy  Maker^  &.c.  The 
Lord  God,  \v4bo  is  the  Creator  of  all  things,  who 
made  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  who  formed  and 
preferved  the  Church,  with  which  he  is  intimately 
connected,  is  thy  friend  and  hu(band.  This  expref- 
fion  llrongly  intimates*  the  endearing  relation,  the 
tender  affemon,  and  kind  attention  which  the  Moft 
High  difcovers,  on  all  occafions,  for  his  peculiar 
people*  He  is  not  only  their  Lord,  their  king,  and 
governor,  but  he  is  joined  to  them  in  the  conjugal 
relation,  in  confequence  whereof  there  fubfifts  be. 
tween  th^m  a  reciprocal  intereft,  which  is  maintain- 
ed and  claimed  with  pleafure  by  both  fides.  *  Our 
'  bdoved  is  ours  (fay  they),  and  we  are  his ;  we  are 
'  called  by  bis  name,  he  difcharges  our  debts,  he 
'  confers  on  us  unfearchable  riches,  and  we  J^eild  to 

*  him  the  chearfql  fubjei^ion  he  requires.*    *  Ye  are 

*  njy  people  (faith  he),  and  I  will  be  your  God :  I 

*  will  n^ver  forf^e  you,  or  caft  you  ofF/-^From  this 
union,  which  commenced  when  he  entered  into 
covenant  with  them,  and  they  became  the  objeds 
of  his  diftinguifhing  love  and  care,  when  he  betroth- 
ed them  unto  himfelf  for  ever  in  righteoufnefs,  in 
judgmenti  in  Roving  kindnefs  and  in  mercies  ♦,  there 

(hall 

•  Hofeati.  19. 
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Ihall  arife  a  .  numerous  fpiritual  progeny,  who  ihall 
call  him  hlefled,  and  blefs  themfelves  in  him  by 
whom  they  are  called.  The  comfortable  truth 
which  lies  before  us  is  frequently  meatioiied  in  dif- 
ferent forms  throughout  the  fcriptures  of  the  New 
Teftament.     ^  He  that  hath  the  bride,  is  the  bride- 

•  groom/  faid  John  the  Baptift  *.  Jefus  Chriil  x^iUed 
to  thofe  who  aflced  why  his  difciples  fa^ed  not,  '  Can 
^  the  children  of  the  bride-chamber  mourn  as  long  as 

•  the  bridegroom  is  with  them  f  •'  The  apoftle  Paul 
exhorts  hu&ands  to  love  their  wives,  as  Chrift  loved 
the  Church  i.  And  in  the  Revelation,  the  Church  is 
called  the  Bride,  the  Lamb's  wife  ||.  Notwithfland- 
ing  the  Almighty  bath  had  a  Church  on  earth  in 
every  age  of  the  world,  yet,  properly  fpeaking,  it  was 
in  the  fulnefs  of  time  that  he  united  himfelf  to  them 
in  the  perfon  of  his  Son,  and  conferred  upon  them 
large  meafures  of  his  Spirit,  the  certain  pledge  of 
his  love. 

The  Hebrew  words,  in  the  firft  claufe  of  this  verfe, 
are  in  the  plural  number,  and,  literally  tranflated,  run 
thus,  *  Thy  Makers  have  thiee  in  marriage.*  Not« 
withllanding  the  perfe6i:  unity  of  Jehovah,  he  is 
fpoken  of  in  this  and  in  other  paflages  of  Scripture 
in  the  plural,  to  intimate,  that  in  the  eternal  God- 
head there  exift  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft ;  in 
whoie  name  we  were  baptized,  and  in  whofe  name  we 
are  every  day  blefled  before  we  depart  from  Worfhip 
in  this  place.  At  prefent,  I  only  r«fer  you  t6  two  re- 
markable inflances  of  this  fort :  The  one  in  £ccL  xii.  r. 
where  we  are  direded '  to  remember  our  Creator  in  the 

•  days  of  youth/  In  the  Hebrew,  the  name  Creator  is  in 
the  plur^;  and  fo,  literally  tranflated,  fignifies  remem- 
ber thy  Creators.  1  he  other  is  in  Plal.  cxlix.  a. 
where  the  invitation  is  given,   *  Let  Ifrael  rejoice  in 

•  him  that  made  him,  literally,  in  his  Makers/  Accor- 
ding to  the  will  of  the  Father,  by  the  agency  of  the 
Son,  through  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  man 
was  at  firil  created  in  the  image  of  God ;  and  having 

loa 

♦  John  ill.  19.  f  Mat,  ix.  15. 
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bft  that  refemblance^  it  is  refloced  by  the  falme 
Makers,  in  whom  we  ought  to  be  ^kld  and  rejoice; 
—Tbe  Lord  of  bojls  is  bis  name.     All  the  celeftial 
boils  worlhip  and  obey  him,  all  the  goodly  hofts  of 
nations  he  mafters  and  difpofes  of  according  to  his 
foverdgn   pleafure.      Under  this  magnificent  title 
he  makes  himfelf  khown^  as  related,  to  hid  people^ 
by  this  delignation  he  fortifies  them  sgainil  defpond^ 
ing  fears,  in  which  they  are  apt  to  indulge,  and  en-; 
courages  them  to  exped  final  vidory.over  their  enei 
mics. — Tbe  boly  one  of  Ifrad^  who  is  perfeftly  bolyi 
and  purines  his  people,  who,  in  return,  fandafy  him 
in  their  hearts  and  by  their  lives. — Tbe  God  of  tbd 
iffbok  eartb  fiaU  be  be  called.     He  IfaalL  a&ually .  ma  w 
nifeft  himfelf  to  be  the  God  of  all  the  earth,  and  iit 
this  glorious  charader  he  (hall  be  univerfally  acknow^- 
ledged.     To  this  purpofe  the  apoille  Paul,  when 
fpeaking  of  juftification  by  faith  being  the  common 
privilege  of  Chriftiansy  whither  of  the.  Jews  or  Genv^ 
tiles,  aiierts,  that  God  in  this  matter  hath  equal  re-r 
i|)edtoeach.    *  He  is  the  God,  not  of  the  Jews  only^; 
'  but  alfoof  the  Gentiles  ^.'-i-Thefe  fublime  defcrip^ 
tions  are  intended  to  convey  comfort  to  his  Church. 
Being  their  Maker,  he  will  certainly  preferye  and 
take  care  of  them  ;  having  admitted  them  intaiati^ 
mate  relation  to  himfelf,  he  will  never  abandon  nor 
rejed  them ;  and  being  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  he  never 
wants  power  or  inftruments  to  accoiiiplifli  their  deli^ 
verance,  to  open  the  way  for  the.  fani^fication  of  his. 
name  and  of  his  people,     fiefides,  being  the  God  of 
the  whole  earth,  gives  agreeable  aflurance  of  their  in« 
creafe  add  felicity. 

6.  For  the  Lord  hath  called  thee  as  a  wo- 
man forfaken  and  grieved  la  fpirit,  and  a  wife 
of  youth,  when  thou  waft  refufed,  faith  thy 
God. 

Vol.  IV,     ^  £l  The 
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The  pfopofitftm  contsuhed  in  the  ftfecsduig  verfe 
ia  here  OluftrateA  and  confimed,  and  the  Church  ia 
infoviDed,  that  though  in  time  paft  their  ftate  had  re- 
fiemhled  that  pf  a  woman  forfiiken  hj  har  huiband, 
they  vtcjtt  to  be  admitted  into,  a  happier  and  'more 
profyecoiis.  condidon.  Having  dealt  tieachercmil/ 
with  (Sod,  he  had  been  provoked  to  deprive  them  of 
deUghtfuI  intercourfe  with  liimt  and  to  withhold 
from  tbcHi  the  agieeaUe  pledges  of  hi$  love,  which, 
bad  they  been  faithful  in  hit  daveoant*  they  might 
bave  enjoyed*  On  th/sfe  wd  other  aeeounts,  they 
were  iocrowful  ia  fpirit,  and  bitterly  comphuoied^ 

*  Wherefore  hideft  tliou  thy  fece,  and  forgffttell  our 
« aflSiAioa  and  c^refllon,  for  our  fout  is  bowed  down 

*  to  the  duft***  When  in  this  fotiora  i]tuatiQin,.God 
was  pkafed  to  bring  them  into»  more  oomlbrtable  cir-i 
eumftaoces,  to  confer  upon  them  the  blefled  fi:iiits 
of  his  bving  bindaefs,  and  to  impart  tbofte  pre* 
cious  benefita  whereby  they  were  to  be  revived  and 
Placed  To  give  ftabiiity  to  this  gracious  aflbrance, 
Xkttt  erophatical  vrorda  ase  ful^oined,  SaM  tbf 
Oodf  thy  fiutb&l  friend,  who  nev«r  &Us,  on  evsery 
prinTper  oceafion,  to  expreis  his  tender  affeftipn  for  bis 
people,  and  to  fliew  them  comp^flioQ  when  in  dfifti^ 
tute  circufflftancea.  The  veracity,  the  immutabiUty, 
and  the  omnipotence  of  Jebomh,  with  bis  other  gli^ 
rbus.  attributes,  contribute  to  give  certaiftCy  and 
firmneis  to  this  dedaratioa,  which  is  therefore  worthy 
of  undoubted  credit. 

7*  For  a  foiall  moment  have  I  forlakeft 
thee,  but  with  great  mercies^  wiU  I  gather 
thee. 

An  explknt  declaration  is  ^ven  to  the  Church  of 
t^e  cedflanta  perpetual  case  of  God,  and  bib  never, 
failing  kindnefs  for  them.  Notwithftandmg  they 
hay Q  been  looked  upon  at  a  city  not  foirfabep,  yet  in 

the 
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tbe  wdids  before  ilS|  the  Lord  Obd  acknowledges^ 
that  fbr  m  ihort  tltnt  he  feemed  to  hare  deferted 
tbem,  by  deprrring  them  of  the  ineftimftble  pnvi^ 
kges  they  had  formerly  enji^yed.  Hanng  withdrawfk 
the  fenfifalt  teftknonm  of  hit  prefence,  the  affiftmco 
and  coniibiti  with  which  thty  had  been  finroured;  mi 
having  pennitlmli  for  wift  and  gmcism  jmrpofes,  f  heitf 
enemka  to  harafi  and  diftfds  theiDt  tbdr  tftabte$ 
wect  greatly  incM&fed^and  they  wet«  left  to  complain, 
'  How  long  vnk  thoa  feirget  us,  O  Lord,  for  ever  ? 
*  bow  long  wik  thou  hide  tfiy  face  from  us  *  ?*  The. 
Lord  bath  forftken  m,  and  ow  God  bath  forgotten 
us.  In  fttch  defolate  circa»ftanGM|  (whtvi  their  acU 
Terfiiiiea  art  ready  to  fay,  L^t  lift  petfticute  and 
tike  them^  for  there  is  none  to  delfv^rl  God  uU 
lows  his  people  to  vtWMi  ODfy  fer  a  Ibiali  tgovaent^ 
for  a  very  Ihort  time  compaMd  wkh  fht  long 
penod  wherein  he  ftiews  thiSm  hil  ttad^  iMroieBk 
Aftet  afflidions  have  wrought  fatotaiy  eflhds,  oon^ 
vinced  of  the  malignity  and  daAg^t  of  tyaDi^ffioti; 
and  bmught  tbem  to  repennmc^,  fe  that  thi^y  ac^ 
knowledge,  with  contrttioh,  their  &Ds  Art  the  caufe^ 
of  tfadr  mi(bries«  and  eameitly  implore  fbtgivtneft 
and  defivenmee^  the  Lord  God  k  gradioully  {deafed 
to  worit  fer  them  {ahatipfl.  The  eiEpreffion  we  haTtt 
been  confidering,  which  on  many  occsifions  bath 
beenverified^  might  have  a  fpecial  r^ftreik^e  to  tWta. 
remarkable  feaibns,  wherein  the  moft  High  left  his 
people  for  a  ihort  fpace,  in  the  fenfe  here  intended ; 
namely,  during  the  fevehty  years  cafMvily  at  Baby-^ 
loQy  and  the  twenty*fix  yeara  of  fevere  calamity 
wSch  they  fuftained  from  the  Syrians.  In  thefe 
peiiod^  they  Were  reduced  to  a  forlorn  ftate,  like  that 
of  a  woman  deferted  by  her  hufband,  and  the  hope 
of  the  fulfilment  of  the  promifes  made  to  the 
Church,  feemed  to  be  almoft  cut  off. 

fVitb  great  mercies  wtt  t  gather  tbee,  ^nd  bring 
you  from  captivity  and  bondage  in  a  ftrange  land, 
and  reftore  you  to  a  comfortable  (late  after  the  dif- 

treflcs 


149  LECTURES  ON  THE      Chap^DIV; 

treillayou  have  fuftiined,  as^  happy  prelude  and 
image  of  a  far  inoi»  glorious  and  complete  ddiirer-- 
ance  from  the  tyrasiiy  and  oppreffion  of  fin  afid 
deaths  to  be  effedled  in  the  fulnefs  of  time.  1  will 
colloft  you  from  your  difperfians  into  one  iheep-fold« 
undej^  one  fliepherd ;  and  make  you  a  ^appy  people, 
by  admitting  you  into  intimate  cbmmunicfn  with 
your  Rfdcem^r,  my  ri^tebus  Servant/  by.  granting 
you  the  enjoyment  of  my  fiivour  andprote&ion,  and 
the  fruits  qf  my  kyv|ng  kindnefsv — ^bis  I^MUda  wtb 
great  m^rchs^  Every  blefling  that  God  beftowa  up- 
on his  Church,  being  unmerited^  is  properly  dexiomi^i 
nated  a  mertiy«afi4  the  benefits  included  in  this  pro* 
mi£e  being  many  and  previous,  they  are  fpoken  of  in 
the  plural  number,  to  intimate  their  abundance,  va« 
lietyi  and  fuitablenefs  to  relieve  the  nec^fiities  of 
tho&  on  virhom  they  are  conferred.  They  are:  alio 
iaid^.tP  be  great,  to  indicate  their  peculiar  excel* 
l^oe,  the  jmann^v  of  their  conveyance,  and  the 
punpofe$  for  which  they  are  intended*  Well  may 
tb^  ferv^t^  of  Qod  bear  with  patience  and  fobnriifion 
the  trials  th^t.  npw  befal  them,  remembering  their 
/hort  duration,  and  the  inef^imable  favours  with 
jvhich  they  are  fucpeeded.  Forgetting  former  cala- 
mities,  it  becpinefi  them  to  fing  of  the  mercies  of 
Jebpvah,  who  relcued  them  fit)m  deftniAion,  and 
l^rpught  them  hpme  tp  biipfelf,  after  they  bad  gone 
{^fi;ray  like  Ipft  (faeep. 
- 

'  8*  In  a  little  wrath  I  hid  my  face  from  thee, 
for  a  moment ;  but  with  cverlafting  kindncfs 
will  I  have  mercy  on  thee,  faith  the  L6r4  thy 
Redeemer. 

• 

The  ihort  continuance  of  the  difpleafure  of  Jeho- 
yah,  is  cpntralled  with  the  endlefs  perpetuity  of  }iis 
loving- Jiiridpefs.  Human  paeons,  and  the  efieds 
with  which  they  arc  accompaiiiefi,  are  afcribed,  in  a 
figurative  fenfe,  to  the  bleffed  God,     From  the  ex- 

prefiion 
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preffion  ufed  in  the  firit  part  of  this  yerfe*  none  may 
imagine  that  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty  is  a  trivial 
matter,  little  to  be  regarded.  After  all  the  manifef-. 
tations  which  God  hath  given  of  his  difpleafure 
againft  fin,  we  may  adopt  the  words  of  Mofes :  *  Who 

*  knoweth  the  power  of  his  anger?    who  layeth  to 

*  beait  the  dreadfulne(s  of  his  wrath,  and  its  terrible 

*  effeAs  ?•  Notwithftanding  his  wrath  is  faid  to  be 
little,  becaufe  it  was  fmall  in  comparifon  of  what  his, 
people  deferred,  and  becaufe  it  was  of  ihort  conti- 
nuance. *  He  did  not  ftir  up  againft  them  all  his 
'  wrath ;  he  did  not  always  chide,  nor  keep  his  anger 

*  for  ever,  though  he  was  provoked*-^ 7b  bide  bit 
face  from  ibem  for  a  moment.  He  withheld  from 
them  the  agreeable  proofs  of  his  favourable  regard, 
and  the  light  of  his  countenance,  which  they  for- 
merly enjoyed.  He  did  not  preferve  them  from 
troubles,  i\pt  afford  them  thofe  reviving  confolatioiis, 
Tvbicb  in  time  pad  they  had  experienced.  Of  thefe 
benefits  they  were  deprived  only  for  a  very  fhort 
time;  their  calamities,  fufierings,  and* forrows,  were 
foon  exchanged  for  a  happy  and  profperous  condition, 
in  confequence  of  tirbich  they  were  to  fing  unto  the 
Lord,  *  For  his  anger  endureth  but  a  moment :  in 
^  his  favour  is  life ;  weeping  may  endure  for  a  night, 

*  but  joy  Cometh  in  the  morning  *. 

But  with  everlqfting  loving  kindnefs,  &c.  So  great 
and  extenfive  is  the  clemency  ^nd  kindnefs  of  God, 
that  it  fills  the  earth,  and  imparts  the  bleflings  of 
providence  even  to  the  evil  and  unthankful.  So  ex- 
cellent is  his  loving  kindnefs,  enjoyed  by  his  peculiar 
p<foplc,  that  it  is  eftecmed  better  than  life,  the  molt 
precious  temporal  bleffing.  It  is  not  variable  and 
precarious,  like  the  kindnefs  of  men,  who  are  mu- 
table and  inconflant,  and  fometimes  withdraw  their 
favour  in  the  feafon  wherein  it  is  moft  needed.  The 
loving-kindnefe  of  Jehovah  is  permanent,  immutable, 
the  never-failing  fource  of  all  thofe  f ubft a ntial  bene- 
fits which  felicitate  and  comfort  his  upright  fervants, 
and  give  them  affurance  of  the  perpetuity  of  his  gra- 
cious 

•  Pfal.  XXX.  T. 


142  LECTURES  ok  ths      Chap.  UV. 


ciotR  regard.    The  affltdtons,  whereby  they  are  uh 

*  and  purified  from  rematning  cdrruptions,  &re  no  le& 
proofs  of  his  good  will  than  the  moft  prof][^erouS 
events ;  for  he  who  hath  redeemed  them,  will  nev«r 
ceafe  to  do  them  good,  nor  permit  any  thing  to  fepa<^ 
rate  them  from  his  unchangeable  hve^^He  wiOhiiife 
mercy  m  his  Cburcb^  refcuing  them  from  the  evils  and 
miferies  wherein  they  ate  involved,  granting  them' 
proteAion  and  defencet  admkiillering  feafonable  fup^ 
port  under  affliaions^  admitting  to  delightful  Ifi'^' 
tercourfe  with  hin,  and  enriehing  them  with  aU  the 
fare  mercies  profl^ed  td  hid  fervant  David.  To' 
give  certainty  and  (lability  to  this  comfbttable  decla- 
ration,.  thefe  emphatical  woitls  are  fubjmned,  Satb 
the  Lwd  thj  Rideemer^  the  eternal,  all-fufficient 
Jehovahi  who  hath  delivered  you  from  many  tempos- 
ral  calamities,  and  from  thofe  fpiritual  evils  under 
which  you  groanedi  and  to  which  you  were  ob^ 
noxious. 

9.  For  thi$  is  as  the  waters  of  Noah  tmto 
me ;  for  as  I  have  fwom  that  the  waters  of 
Noah  (hould  no  more  go  over  the  earth ;  to 
have  I  fworn  that  1  would  not  be  wroth  with 
thee,  nor  rebuke  thee. 

The  promifes  recorded  in  the  preceding  verfes 
are  ratified  and  confirmed  by  a  beautiful  fimilitude, 
taken  from  the  deluge,  that  happened  iii  the  days  of 
Noah,  from  which  that  righteous  roan,  with  his 
fmall  family,  were .  mercifully  delivered  by  means  of 
the  ark.  1  fuppofe,  the  aflUrances  given  in  verfes  y th 
and  8th  are  compared  to  the  waters  of  Noah,  by  which 
is  doubtlefs  meant  the  flood  that  overflowed  the 

•  world  of  the  ungodly,  and  fwept  them  all  awa/. 
When  a  ccmparifon  is  ftatcd  in  Scripti^re  between 
two  perfons  or  things,  the  principal  circumftances 
relative  to  them  are  to  be  confifdered  as  included  in 

thofe 
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thofe  which  are  mentioned.    In  this  (tok,  the  words 
«f  Jefus  Chfift,  concerning  John  the  Bapttft,are  to  be 
underftood.     He  fays  of  that  great  man*,  *  This  is 
^  Eiias,  who  was  for  to  come/  becsiofe  John  appeared 
in  the  fpirit  and  power  of  Elias,  and  refembled  that 
eminent  prophet  in  his  manners^  drefs,  office,  and 
employment.    Thus  the  waters  of  Noah,  which  are 
here  ipokcn  of,  are  intended  to  comprife  the  promifes 
made  to  that  Patriarch  about  the  time  of  the  deluge, 
when  God  gare  him  the  aflorance  that  the  world 
flioold  no  more  be  drowned  with  water.    Th^  mean* 
uig  therefore  is,  the  promiies  1  have  now  given,  as  the 
ground  of  hope  and  confolatioq  to  the  Church,  are  deli- 
vered  with  the  fame  folemnity.and  (hall  be  performed 
with  the  (ame  fidelity,  as  thofe  made  to  the  fecond 
Father  of  the  human  mce.-^ibr  as  I  bave  Jit/om 
that  the  waUrs^  &^.  Hiough,  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
memorable  event  alluded  to,  the  oath  of  Jehovah 
is  not  mentioned ;  yet  in  the  words  under  confidera- 
ikx),  it  is  expre&ly  aflemd,  that  tba  Lord  God  a^u- 
ally  in  this  manne?  coniirmed  his  word  on  that 
QccaGpn*    Now,  as  he  declared,  with  the  utmoft 
fotemnity,  that  the  waters  which  covered  the  earth 
in  the  days  of  Noah  fhatl  never  agahi  return  to 
deftroy  mankind,  fo  with  equal  felemnity  he  alTures 
his  Church,  that  none  of  the  afSidions  and  perfecu* 
tions  that  may  arife  ifaali  ever  totally  overwhelm 
aod  deftroy  them.     The  fame  fecurity  is  given  by 
the  Almighty  for  the  prelbrvation  of  the  Church,  as 
fi)t  the  fa&ty  of  the  earth  from  another  deluge.-— 
The  words  here  ufed  are  the  following :   /  wouldl 
mi  be  wr€ib  wkb  tbee,  nor  rebuke  ibee,  as  1  have 
done  in  former  times ;  ftill  God  is  fometsmes  angry 
with  his  people,  and  as  many  as  he  loves  he  rebukes 
and  chaftens.    The  Uebreur  wovds  in  this  claule  of 
the  ver&  ace  very    emphatieal;   the  firft  denotes 
vehemeat  anger,  fierce  wrath,  and  the  other  fignifies 
fuch  iharp  reproof  as  is  adminUlered  with  great  ieve* 
xi^,    aod  excites  confternation  and  tenror.     The 

expreflions^ 
*  Mat.  xi.  14. 
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cfxprefliohs  xnuH  be  underftood  in  confiftency  with 
other  paOages  of  Scripture,  which  feem  to  bear  a 
difierent  afpefSl^-they  import  that  God. would  no 
longer  be  wroth  with  his  people,  fo  as  to  rejeft  them 
in  his  indignation ;  nor  fo  rebuke  them  in  his  hot 
difpleafure,  as  to  confound  and  overwhelm  them  in 
the  deeps  of  diftrefs. — When,  therefore,  you  behold 
the  bow  that  God  hath  fet  in  the  clouds,  you  may- 
view  it  not  only  as  a  token  that  Jehovah  will  not 
again  deftroy  mankind  by  a  deluge  of  water,  but  as 
a  pledge  that  he  will  n6t  fufier  his  Church  to  be 
overthrown,  and  that  their  continued  prefervatioa 
is  fecured  by  bis  omnipotence  and  faithfulnefs.     As 
certainly  lliall  they  be  preferved  in  fafety,  as  that  the 
waters  fhall  not  overflow. the  earth;  that  day  and 
night  fhall  alternately  fucceedone  another;  that  the 
hills  and  mountains  fhall  not  depart  from  off*  their 
bafis. 

I  o.  For  the  mountains  fliall  depart,  and  the 
hills  be  removed,  but  my  kindnefs  fhall  not 
depart  from  thee,  neither  fhall  the  covenant 
of  my  peace  be  removed,  faith  the  Lord,  that 
hath  mercy  on  thee. 

The  immoveable  flability,  and  everlafting  perpe- 
tuity, of  the  kindnefs  and  covenant  of  Jehovah,  i& 
illuftrated  by  another  fimiltude — Hills  and  moun-i 
tains,  which  are  confidered  as  the  moft  firm  and 
permanent  objeds  in  the  world,  and  lead  fubjedl  to 
change  their  places,  fhall  depart,  and  be  removed,  at 
the  confutnmation  of  all  things*  And  thofe  great 
empires,  .which  have  arifen  to  the  moft  flupenduous 
height  of  eminence  and  grandeur,  and  which  are  moft 
confpicuous.on  account  of  their  elevation  and  ezten- 
five  influence,  fhall,  one  time  or  other,  be  divefled  of 
their  power,  and  be  laid  low  in  the  duft.  The  fafliion. 
of  this  world  pj0eth  away,  all  fublunary  things  aie. 
tranfitory  and  fading,  the  fcene  is  continually  fhift* 
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ing,  land  ere  long,  (hall  be  concluded.  The  friends 
suid  pofleffions  in  H^ich  itien  mod  confide,  (hall 
foon  be  removed,  or.  they  (hall  be  obliged  to  leave 
them. — But  m^  Jundnefs  fiaU  not  depart  from  ibee^ 
&c.  The  good  will  and  mercy,  the  favour  and  love 
of  God,  (hall  not  be  taken  from  thofe  who  are  the 
objeds  of  them.  The  grace  of  God,  which  flows 
ficom  his  fovereign  good  pleafure,  is  manifefted,  in 
CQDferring  on  his  people  the  moft  fignal  benefits ;  his 
mercy  (hews  compaffion,  and  difpenfes  relief  to  the 
miferable ;  whereas  his  kindnels  embraces  them  with 
the  utmoft  tendernefs  and  aSedtion,  and  performs  all 
thofe  good  oiSices  which  are  its  genuine'  expreiEons 
and  efieds.  In  exercifing  this  kindnefd,  the  Lord 
God  takes  peculiar  delight,  whilft  his  faints,  with 
humble  gratitude,  acknowledge  their  infinite  obliga- 
tions for  his  diftinguifhing  favour ;  and,  like  the  king 
oflfrael,  Vpraife  his  name  for  his  loving  kindnefs  */ 
In  the  holy  Scriptures,  this  clemency  and  benignity 
of  God,  which  is  manifeft  in  all  his  operations,  is  exhi- 
bited in  the  moft  attradive,  glowing  colours;  precious 
promifes  are  given  as  its  choice  fruits,  ineftimable  bene- 
fits are  beftowed  as*  pleafing  proofs  of  its  efficacy,  the 
Whole  fcheme  of  redemption  is  reprefented  as  taking 
nfe  fiom  this  fource,  and  confummated  to  difplay  its 
richte  and  glory.    '  How  excellent  is  thy  loving<- 

*  kindnefs,  O  Gk)d ;    therdbre  the  children  of  men 

*  pot  their  truft  under  the  ihadow  of  thy  wings  \!^ 
Neither  /ball  the  covenant  of  my  peace  he  removed^ 

&c.  The  covenant  here  inten(lea,  may  denote  the 
gracious  conftitution  which -Jehovah  hath  eftablifhed 
betwixt  him  and  his  people;  wherein  he  hath  afTured 
them,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  he  will  confer 
upon  them  all  thofe  ineftimable  benefits  which  are 
effential  to  their  happinefs ;  and  clearly  explained  the 
import  and  duties  which  they  ought  diligently  to 
praAife,  folicitous  to  obtain  his  acceptance  and  ap- 
probation. The  fum  of  this  covenant  is  recorded 
Hebrews  chap.  viii.  10,  iZiand  12.  verfes,  which  you 
Vol.  IV.  T     -  ought 

*  F(aL  cxxxyiii.  s.  f  P(al.  xnfi.  7. 
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ought  frequently  ferioufly  to  perufe.-»In  the  verfe 
under  confideration,  it  is  emphatically  denominated 
the  covenant  of  God's  peace,  becaufe  it  proceeds 
from  him  as  the  God  of  Peace ;  who»  in  this  way« 
hath  formed  between  him  and  his  people  the  moft 
intimate,  endearing  connedion,  ratified  by  the  MedU 
ator,  who  is  our  Peace ;  and  becaufe  all  the  blefBngs 
requifite  to  their  peace  and  felicity  are  therein  pro^ 
mifed ;  fuch  as  reconciliation  with  God,  peace  of 
confcience,  aad  tranquillity  among  themfelves,  with 
the  fandification  of  their  perfons  and  eternal  lalva- 
tion. — Of  this  kindnels,  and  of  this  covenant,  it  is 
a£Srmed, 

ItJbaU  fua  depart^  nor  he  retrnwd^  from  thofe  who 
are  mterefted  in  them.  The  kindnefs  of  Jehovah  is 
an  eternal,  immutable  principle,  which  is  not  fubjeft 
to  variation  or  decay,  nor  doth  it  admit  of  alteratioii 
from  time  and  circumftances.  His  inclinatibn  and 
ability  to  impart  the  good  things  he  hath  promifedt 
js  perpetually  the  fame,  nor  doth  he  ever  want  op« 
portunities  or  means  of  conveying  bleffings  to  his 
peculiar  people.  His  fulnefs  cannot  be  diminiflied, 
Lis  omnipotence  cannot  be  reftrained,  his  faithfuloels 
cannot  fail,  nor  the  glory  of  his  goodneis  be  obfcured, 
and  therefore  they  poflefs  the  moft  fatisfying  fecufity 
th^t,  in  all  the  circumftances  wherein  they  may  be 
.placed,  his  kindnefs  (hall  never  forfake  them,  la 
temptations  he  will  deliver,  in  afflidioos  he  wiD  com'- 
fort,  in  weaknefs  he  will  ftrengthen,  under  a  fenfe  of 
guilt  he  will  revive  with  the  voice  df  pardorii  under 
acknowledged  dej^vity  he  will  reftoce  to  loft  rec- 
titude, under  fpiritual  darknefs  he  will  difpel  the 
gloom,  and  arm  with  fortitude  and  refignation  ag«nft 
tlte  fears  of  death.  No  want  that  his  goodnefs  will 
not  fupply,  no  difficulty  from  which  his  wifdom  wiU 
not  extricate,  no  unworthinefs  over  which  his  mercy 
cannot  triumph,  no  bleffing,  however  precious,  that 
he  will  not  impart  to  thofe  with  whom  he  hath  en- 
tered into  covenant.  And  though  for  a  fmall  mo- 
inent  he  may  hide  his  face,  when  it  is  neceflacy  to 

effed 
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tfk&  fome  valuable  purpofe,  this  is  not  a  proof  of 
the  departure,  but  of  the  continuance  of  his  kindnefs. 
'^NorJbaB  the  covenant  of  bis  peace  be  removed. 
This  amirance  is  given  in  the  moft  explicit  terms,  not 
only  here,  but  in  Pfalm  bcxxix.  33. 34.  The  covenant 
of  Jehovah  with  his  people  (hall  never  be  difannulled, 
but  fliall  continue  throughout  all  generations. .  The 
Father  of  lights,  from  whom  it  proceeds,  hath  no 
variablenefs,  and  is  always  of  one  mind :  Jefus  Ghrift, 
the  mediator,  is  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for 
ever;  the  redemption  he  hath  obtained,  and  the  inhe- 
ritance he  hath  promifed,  are  eternal ;  and  thofe  who 
lay  hold  of  this  covenant  (hall  find,  that  the  gifts 
and  calling  of  God  are  without  repentance.  Having 
implanted  in  their  hearts  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  they 
ihali  be  kept  from  wholly  deferting  his  fervice ;  and 
in  the  exercifes  of  vigilance,  prayer,  and  humble  en- 
deavours to  pleafe  God,  they  ihall  be  preferved  by 
bis  mighty  power,  through  faith  unto  falvation.— 
To  confirm  ^th  and  hope  in  this  comfortable  truth, 
his  name  and  charader  is  fubjoined  who  makes  this 
declaration,  Saitb  the  Lord^  tbat  batb  mercy  on  tbee. 
All  the  bleflings  he  bellows  upon  tiis  people  flow 
fitMH  his  abundant  mercy,  through  the  channel  of 
his  covenant  of  peace,  and  are  received  as  unmerited 
favours  and  ineftimable  talents,  for  the  improvement 
of  which  they  are  refponfible  to  the  glorious  Giver. 

X  1. 1[  Oh  thou  affli<fted,  toffed  with  tempc  ft, 
and  not  comforted,  behold,  I  will  lay  thy 
ftones  with  fair  coiours,  and  lay  thy  foundar 
tions  with  lapphires* 

» 

The  Lord  God  having  folemnly  aflurcd  his  Church 

of  his  conftant  affedUon,  and  its  pennancnt  cffeds,  he 

proceeds  to  inform  them,  that  he  would  not  only 

defend  them'againft  their  enemies,  but  that  he  wuuld 

adorn  them  with  every  Divine  grace  and  virtue.    In 

the  ^ 
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the  former  verfes,  they  were  reprefented  in  a  forlorn 
ftate*  like. that  of  a  woman  forfakeo  by  her  hulband  ; 
now  the  fimilitude  is  change)!,  and  they  are  defcribed 
under  the  welUknown  emblem  of  a  city  decorated  by 
the  moft  beautiful  precious  ftones. — The  manner  of 
addrefs  is  abrupt  and  pathetical — Ob  tbau  affliAed^ 
&c.     This    was    efpecially  the.  condition  of  the 
Church  of  God  about  the  time  of  the  Mefliah's  ap*^ 
pearance  on   earth.      They  were    then    doubtleis 
greatly  ^ifttefled  and  agitated,  on  account  of  the 
fmall  number  of  them  that  feared  the  Lord,  of  the 
delayed  accomplifhment  of  the  promifes  made  to  the 
fathers,  and  on  account  of  the  manifold  reproaches, 
oppofitions,  and  calamities  they  fuftained.     By  thefe 
afflidions,  God  defigned  to  purify  them  from  cor- 
ruption, to  diftinguilh  them  from   the    chaff  with 
which  they  were  intermixed,  to  take  away  the  luxu* 
riant  branches  and  noxious  weeds  that  had  fprung  up 
among  them,  and  to  bring  their  hearts  and  ways 
into  fubjedion  to  his  authority  and  difpenfations.   In 
this  ftat^,  wherein  God  exercifed  their  faith,  forti- 
'  tude,  patience,  and  fubmifiion,  they  were  ftrongly 
agitated,  like  a  (hip  in  a  ftorm,  and  expofed  to  im- 
minent hazards  from  crofs  difpenfations,  from  terap* 
tations,  perfecptions,  and  calamities,  that  came  upon 
them  in  quick  fucceffion,  in  Sq  much  that  they  feemed 
in  jeopardy  every  hour.     In  this  moiirriful  condition, 
they  were  not  comforted.    This  circumftance  greatly 
aggravated  their  afflidion.    *  Wberi  the^  lopked  on 

*  their  right  and  on  their  left  hand,  no  man  would 

*  know  them,  refuge  failed  them,  r>o  man  cared  for 

*  their  fouls  *,'  or  adminiftered  to  them  feafonable  con- 
folation,  whilft  the  profped  of  deliverance'  feemed 
dark  and  diftant.  In  this  diftreifing  fituation,  how 
reviving  the  aflbrance. 

Behold  I  will  lay  tby  ftones  wUb  fair  colours. 
Admirable  images  taken  from  the  moft  efteemed  ob- 
jeds  in  nature,  are  here  colleded  to  amplify  and  em- 
belhlh  the  fubUme  fubjed  of  thefe  predidions.    Some 

degree 
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degree  of  obfcurity  is  the  necellkry  attendant  on  pro- 
phecy, not  that  which  confufes  and  darkens  the  ftyle. 
but  that  which  refults  from  reprefling  a  part  of  the 
future,  and  the  impropriety  of  completely  revealing 
every  thing  conneded  with  the  predidion.  The 
benefits,  therefore,  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  people  of 
God,  though  ^clearly  indicated,  the  circumftances  re- 
lating to  them  are  involved  in  obfcarity.  The  ima- 
gery employed  In  this  and  the  verfe  which  imme- 
diately follows,  elegantly  and  forcibly  exprefles 
beauty,  magnificence^  purity,  ftrength,  and  perma- 
nency,  and  requires  to  be  ftridtly  fcrutinized  and  par- 
ticularly explained,  in  order  t5  difcover  what  may  be 
intended  by  each  of  the  figures  that  are  mentioned. 
—The  affided  Church  is  called  to  behold,  and  at- 
tentively to  confider  the  promifes  which  the  Lord 
God  here  delivers  as  the  ground  of  her  confolation. 
If  the  omnipotent  Jehovah,  who  laid  the  foundations 
ojf  the  earth,  and  who  built  all  things,  will  raife  up 
the  walls  of  Jerufalem,  For  this  purpofe,  having 
colleded  t>roper  materials,  I  will  place  them  in  the 
beil  and  moft  commodious  fituation,  and  put  them 
in  the  mod  excellent  order,  that  they  may  contribute 
to  the  ftrength  and  beauty  of  the  whole  ftruAure. 
The  ftones  mentioned  may  fignify  true  Chriftians,  the 
precious  fons  of  Zion,  who  are  faid  to  be  '  God's 
*  building  *,'  whom  the  apoftle  Peter  calls  *  living 
ftones  f ,'  being  quickened  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and 
built  together,  to  be  an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord.  I, 
will  fo  lay  them,  that  they  ihall  fecurely  reft  on  the 
firm  foundation  laid  in  Zion,  and  be  clofely  united  to 
onea  nother  by  the  ftrongeft  ties.  This  I  will  do — 
with  fair  colours^  rendering  them  truly  beautiful  and 
fplendid,  by  that  knowledge  which  is  preferable  to 
choice* -filver,  by  wifdom,  which  is  better  thaa 
rubies,  by  faith,  which,  being  tried,  is  more  pre- 
cious than  gold  that  perifheth,  by  peace  that  paifeth 
nnderftanding,  and  joy  that  is  unfpeakable  and  full 
^E^o^f  ^ith  other  graces  and  virtues.     In  confe- 

quence 

*  I  Cor.  ill.  9.  f  I  £pifUe,  Chap.  ii.  5. 
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quence  whereof,  they  fball  Aiine  forth,  with  the 
hrighteft  and  mod  amiable  luftre,  in  the  view  of  thofe 
who  poflefs  fpiritu^  difcernment  to  perceive  real 
excellence  and  glory. — And  lay  tby  Jbundatlons  nmtb 
fappbires.  Jefus  Cbrift,  who  died,  rofe  from  the 
dead,  and  afcended  into  heaven,  who  is  the  perfed^ 
pattern  to  which  his  difciples  are  conformed,  and  to 
whom  they  are  united,  is  the  immoveable  founda- 
tion whereupon  the  Church  of  God  is  built.  Thofe, 
however,  who  were  laid  neareft  to  this  foundation, 
whereupon  they  refted  all  their  hopes,  and  who  {hone 
forth  with  celeftial  fplendor,  correfponding  to  their 
intimate  connection  with  him,  and  the  Divine  doe* 
trine  which  they  publiflbed,  have  this  delignation 
given  them  in  a  fecondary  fenfe.    *  Ye  arc  buiH 

*  (faith  the  apoftle  to  thofe  who  are  of  the  houfehold 

*  of  God)  upon  the  foundation  of  the  apoiUes  and  {mpo- 

*  phets,  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf  being  the  chief  corner- 

*  ftone— for  an  habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit  V 
Thofe  illuftrious  perfons  who  firft  formed  the  noUe 
fuperftrudiore  of  the  Chriftian  Church,  who  were  il- 
luminated by  the  Holy  Spirit,  fumifhed  with  hea- 
venly gifts,  and  adorned  with  Divine  graces  and 
virtues,  are  the  foundations  which  God  promifes  to 
lay  with  fapphires — a  fort  of  precious  gem,  of  a  fine 
blue  or  azure  colour,  refembling  the  firmament  when 
clear  and  ferene,  remarkable  for  beauty,  tranfparency, 
folidity,  and  other  qualities.  1  he  exprcffipn  inti- 
mates, that  Jehovah  was  to  build  into  his  Church, 
under  the  New  Teftan>ent,  the  excellent  ones  of  the 
earth,  who  are  diftinguifbed  for  heavenly  roindednefs, 
for  fpiritual  comelinefs,  folid  worth,  and  the  beauties 
of  holincfs. 

1 2.  Aiid  I  will  make  thy  windows  of  agates, 
and  thy  gates  of  carbuncles,  and  all  tby  bor- 
ders of  pleafant  ilones. 

The 
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The  fplendor  and  glory  of  the  Church  is  farther 
exhibited  by  the  moft  graceful  emblems. — In  the 
figurative  fenfe  of  the  words,  the  windows  of  the 
Church  of  God  may  denote  the  ordinances  of  the 
gofpel,  which  are  nott>nIy  ornaments  to  the  building, 
but  through  them  light  is  conveyed  to  the  inhabitants^ 
who  by  their  means  contemplate  to  advantage  the 
Sunof  Righteoufnefs,  and  enjoy  his  refreihing  beams. 
The  Hebrew  word  fignifies  alfo  a  fortreis,  or  bulwark, 
and  may  denote  thofe  zealous  courageous  men  of  God, 
who  were  fet  for  the  defence  of  the  truth,  as  it  is  in 
Jefus;  and  who,  with  the  firft  Chriftian  martyr 
Stephett,  full  of  faith  and  fortitude,  ftood  forth  in 
fuppoit  of  the  gofpel  with  fuch  firmnefs,  that  their 
adverfitfies  could  not  refift  the  fpirit  and  wifdora  with 
which  they  fpake  *•  Thefe  windows  Jehovah  de-* 
elates  he  would  make  of  agates,  a  fpecies  of  precious 
ftooes,  of  which  there  are  difierent  forts  of  various 
ccdours.  Thefe  may  reprefent,  not  only  the  value, 
but  the  great  diverfity  of  the  ordinances  of  Divine 
inftitution,  from  whence  the  people  of  God  derive 
large  meafures  of  knowledge,  holinefs,  and  confolation. 
— Or  the  expreffion  may  import,  that  thofe  who 
aded  as  the  bulwarks  and  fupports  of  Divine  truth, 
wcfe  to  be  furniibed  with  various  eminent  abilities 
for  accomplifhing  the  important  work  alHgned  them 
by  divine  Providence :  in  either  view  they  contain 
aa  ineftimable  benefit. 

^^bid  iby  gatci  ^  carbmclet.  The  gates  may  de- 
note thofe  ecdefiaftical  focieties,  or  meetings  of  the 
overfeers,  paftors,and  rulers,  of  the  Church,  aflembled 
in  the  name  and  by  the  Spirit  of  Jefus  Chriil,  to  de* 
termioe,  according  to  the  canon  of  fcripture,  who  are 
to  be  excluded  from,  and  admitted  into  the  holy  city« 
to  enjoy  its  facred  immunities.  As  by  the  gates  of 
fortified  cities  proper  perfons  are  allowed  to  enter« 
and  thofe  who  are  deemed  unworthy  are  prevented  ; 
fo  admiflion  to  the  privileges  of  the  Church  is  grant- 
ed to  thofe  only  who  arc  approved  by  the  watch- 
men 
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men  placed  on  the  waljs  of  Jen^fakmi— Thefd  gates 
the  Lord  declares  he  will  make  of  carbuncles — a  fort 
of  Taluable  gem  of  a  deep  red  colour,  tiitged  with 
fcarlet,  that  is  exceeding  bright  and  fparkling,  that 
is  not  hurt  by  the  fire,  and  is  faid  to  polltfs  the  vir^ 
tues  of  all  other  precious  (tones.  This  promife  then 
may  import,  that  thofe  of  whom  the  facred  aflem* 
blies  now  mentioned  are  compofed,  (hall  poffefs  clear- 
nefs  of  underftanding,  purity  of  9iind,  hoUnefs  of  life ; 
whilft  the  prudence  of  their  deciiions,  and  their  zeal 
for  the  Divine  glory,  (hall  not  be  injured  by  any  fiery 
trials  they  are  called  to  (uStr.—'Attd  all  tby  borders 
of  pleafant  Jlones.  By  the  borders  of  the  Church 
may  be  meant  their  bed  citizens,  who  by  their  gifts 
and  graces  decorate  the  city  of  the  living  God,  and 
give  to  it  comelinefs  and  fplendor.  Thefe  ihall  be 
of  pleafant  ftones,  that  are  viewed  with  peculiar 
pleafure  and  delight,  as  contributing  to  the  etegance, 
magnificence,  and  ftability  of  the  habitation  of  God 
through  the  Spirit,  and  Ihew  that  it  is  the  work  of 
the  great  archited,  *  who  buildeth  his  ftories  in  the 
'  heavens*.' — There  is  not  indeed  a  ftone  in  this  large 
edifice,  that  does  not  (hew  the  hand  which  formed 
it  to  be  divine,  that  does  not  difplay  fome  lovely 
grace  and  virtue.  Though  .they  do  not  all  poflefs 
the  fame  excellencies  in  the  fame  meafure,  they  all 
contribute  ^  the  comelinefs  of  Zion,  and  unite  in 
manifefting  the  glory  of  the  Lord. 

Having  confidered  the  import  (£  thefe  particular 
promifes ;  of  what  hath  been  faid,  this  is  the  (um. 
The  Church  of  God  is  encouraged  to  exped,  that 
they  (hall  be  adorned  with  the  moft  fplendid,  valu- 
able attainments,  fo  as  to  exhibit  a  delighted,  ad* 
mirable  appearance.  No  fuch  fociety  on  earth, 
none  fo  truly  excellent,  as  that  of  which  Jefus  Chrift 
is  the  faviour  and  the  head:  All  the  living  members 
of  this  great  community  are  made  light  iii  the  Lord ; 
their  beauty  is  perfedl,  through  his  comelinefs  put 
upon  them  3  the  Spirit  of  God  and  of  glory  refteth  on 

them. 
*  Amoi  is.  6. 
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them.  They  are  furniflied  with  the  ineftimable  gifts 
of  knowledge,  of  wifdom  and  ability  in  their  feveral 
ftations,  to  (hew  forth  the  praifes  of  him  that  called 
them  to  glory  and  virtue.  They  are  endowed  with 
the  Divine  graces  of  faith  love,  humility,  meeknefs, 
patience,  fpirituality,  and  purity,  contentment,  hope, 
repentance,  and  joy,  to  which  they  add  godlinefs, 
virtue,  temperance,  brotherly  kindnefs,  with  thofe 
correfponding  good  works  whereby  Ood  is  glorified. 
They  participate  of  the  moil  precious  benefits,  refem- 
blance  to  their  Lord,  liberty  of  accefs  into  his  pre- 
*  fence,  the  protedion  of  his  Providence,  a  good  con- 
icience,  the  refiddence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the 
eameit  of  eternal  inheritance.  In  all  the  difciples 
of  the  Son  of  God  is  (bme  degree  of  the  f piritual  ex- 
cellence and  beauty,  which  is  here  delineated  by  the 
elegant  figures  we  have  been  contemplating. — ^Thefe 
pnmiiles  were  realized  in  the  happy  ftate  of  the  firft 
Chriftian  churches,  that  were  founded  in  feveral 
kingdoms  of  this  world;  and,  aiter  excluding  hypo- 
crites, who  fay  they  are  Chriftians  and  are  not,  the 
Church  of  God  ftill  experiences,  in  fome  meafure, 
their  accomplifliment. 

» 

13.  And  all  thy  children  Jbalt  be  taught  of 
the  Lord,  and  great  fiall  be  the  peace  of  thy 
children. 

Divine  inftrudion  and  facred  tranquillity  are  pro- 
mifed  to  the  people  of  God,  as  a  fource  of  confola- 
don  under  all  their  depreflions.  The  Church'  may 
be  oonfidered  as  a  feminary  of  learning,  inftituted  for 
the  benefit  of  thofe  who  are  admitted  to  (hare  in  the 
privileges  of  that  highly-favoured  commupity,  who 
are  initiated  in  the  mod  valuable  branches  of  )cnow«' 
ledge,  over  which  the  Lord  God  prefides  as  the  priq« 
cipal  teacher.  The  perfbns  to  whom  the  aflurances 
are  given,  of  the  ineftimable  bleifings  here  mentioned, 
are  the  children  of  the  afilided  Church,  the  citizens 

Vol.  IV.  U  tf 
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of  the  New  Jerufalem,  with  their  fpiritual  fK>fterity, 
the  membetB  of  the  body  of  Chrift  and  of  the  houfe- 
hold  of  faith.    All  thefe  (hall  be  taught  of  God,  on 
as  the  words  import,  thy  fons  (hall  be  the  difcipks  af 
the  Lord.    The  doArine  wherein  they  are  inftnifked 
is  the  truth  which  God  himfelf  hath  revealed  by  his 
Spirit^  that  (hews  the  deplorable  condition  in  which 
mankind,  by  tranfgreffion,  are  involved-*^hat  points 
out  the  all-fufficient  remedy  for  remoYing  the  eyils 
whereby  we  are  afflided,  the  way  of  reconciliation 
to  God,  and  converfion  from  the  error  of  our  ways- 
It  makes  known  the  nature,  the  excellencies,  and 
gracious  operations  of  Jehovah,  what  may  be  ex« 
pedled  by  us  from  him«  and  what  he  requires  of  us  in 
every  capacity  and  condition.  It  enjoins  us  to  look  to 
him  for  diredion,  affiftance,  and  bld&ng,  and  tMches 
that  all  our  ways  and  works  ought  to  be  committed  to 
his  difpofal,  whilft  it  opens  a  paradife  of  delights  to 
his  children  under  all  the  calamities  of  life.*— To 
give  efficacy,  and  to  infure  fuccefs  to  his  inftrudtoDs» 
on  thefe  and  other  important  topics,  the  Lord  opens 
the  mind  to  underftand  the  Scriptures,  to  perceive 
the  high  importance,  the  intimate  connedion,  and 
great  defign  of  facred  truths,  and  to  feel  their  fimdi- 
fying  influence.    By  this  inward  teaching  be  difpels 
the  ignorance  that  obfcured  the  mind,  he  difpofes  the 
bean  to  attend  diligently  to  the  things  fpoken  con- 
cerning falvation ;    he  imparts  a  humble,  teachable 
difpofition,  whereby  his  children  are  inclined  to  be- 
lieve and  learn  the  great  leflbns  he  inculcates. 

To  this  fcripture  the  Lord  Jefus  appeals  in  proof  of 
the  truth  of  his  dodrine,  at  which  the  Jews  mur- 
mured ^.  *  It  is  written  (faith  he)  in  the  prophets, 
•'  they  fliall  be  all  taught  of  God,'  &c.  From  this 
predi^on  he  infers,  that '  whofoever  hath  heard  and 
*  ieamcd  of  the  Father  cometh  unto  him.'  Every  one 
that  hath  hearkened  to  the  dodhine  of  the  gofpel, 
revealed  by  the  Father,  and  hath  learned  the  way  of 
iklvationy  the  all-fufficiency  of  the  Saviour,  and  the 

neceffity 
f  John  Ti.  45- 
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neccffity  of  reliance  on  him,  fo  as  to  perceive,  under* 
fiand^  and  approve,  to  receive,  believe,  and  obey 
the  truth — Every  one  of  this  defcription  cometh  to 
Jefus  Chrift,  that  he  i^ay  obtain  that  life  and  falva* 
tion  which  is  in  him,  with  eternal  glory,  if  then, 
brethren,  we  arc  taught  of  God,  we  will  place  eii- 
tyre  confidence  in  the  Redeemer.— What  a  precious 
bleffing  is  contained  in  the  promife  we  have  been 
conlidering,  for  the  accompliniment  of  which  we 
ought  to  wait  Ujpon  God.  All  the  knowledge  de- 
rived from  other  lources  is  comparatively  trivial  and 
tnfignificant.  By  acquaintance  with  bufinefs,  the 
arts  or  fciences,  we  may  acquire  daily  bread  and  the 
comforts  of  this  life;  whereas,  by  being  taught  of  God, 
we  obtain  the  breafd  that  endureth  to  everlafting  life, 
and  have  our  minds  repleniihed  with  a  rich  ftore  o( 
Divine  knowledge.  By  means  of  rhetoric  and  elo- 
quence, the  paffions  are  moved,  and  the  finer  feelings 
of  the  heart  are  excited ;  whereas  inftruAion  from 
God  captivates  the  whole  foul  into  the  obedience  of 
faith  and  love,  and  conftrains  each  to  fay  fdr  him- 
fclf,  *  1  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God.'  Philo- 
ibpby  inveftigates  the  works  of  the  Almighty  around 
us,  and  difcovei^  much  of  their  beauty  and  gran- 
deur; whereas  the  teaching  of  God  makes  acquainted 
with  Jehovah  himfelf,  and  the  operations  of  his 
grace,  whereby  men  are  formed  into  bis  refemblance, 
and  prepared  for  his  glory,  Hiftory  records  memo- 
rable events  of  providence,  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  fall 
of  cities,  kingdoms,  and  empires ;  whereas  the  tefXu 
mony  of  God  informs  us  of  whatever  is  proper  to  be 
Icnown  refpeAing  the  creation,  prefervation,  and 
confummation  of  all  things.  By  the  ftudy  of  law^ 
we  learn  the  way  by  which  our  peribns  and  property 
nay  be  fecured  from  the  encroachments  of  firaud, 
or  the  attacks  of  violence;  whereas,  by  Divme 
teaching,  we  are  acquainted  with  the  law  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  charter  by  which  we  have  right  to  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  By  applying  to  the  ftudy  of 
medicine  we  come  to  know  the  caufes,  tbo  nature^ 

and 
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and  remedies  moft  proper  for  rileviating  or  removing 
bodily  diftempers ;  whereas  God  tekcheth  by  what 
means  fpiritual  diforders  may  be  cured,  and  the  foul 
&  reftored  to  health  as  to  live  for  ever.  In  all 
things,  then.  Divine  inftrudion  hath  the  pre-emi- 
nence,  and  therefore  we  ought  affiduoufly  to  apply 
for  this  great  promifed  bleffing,  to  him  who  only  can 
beftow  it. 

And  great  /hoB  be  the  peace  of  tby  children.  This 
ineftimable  benefit,  arinng  fiom  the  ^onquefts  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  vidlories  obtained  by  his  tlif- 
ciples  through  the  word  of  his  teftitnony,  comprifes 
every  thing  requifite  to  their  happinels  and  comfort. 
It  is  a  choice  blelfingwhich  they  poflefs,  undifquieted 
and  uninterrupted  by  the  vicifiitudes  and  af!Ii<%ons 
of  this  mortal  life.  Withovit  it,  riches  are  only  gilded 
thorns,  that  woun^  wd  vex ;  honours  are  but  vain 
baubles,  that  increafe  anxiety  and  uneafinefs ;  yea, 
health  itfelf  becomes  the  fource  of  pungent  diftrefs. 
It  is  the  precious  legapy  that  Jefus  Chrift  hath  ber 
queathed  to  his  difciples,  in  thefe  memorable  words 
recorded  in  his  New  T?ftan^cpt  *.  s  Peace  Lleave 
^  with  you ;  my  peaci^  i  give  unto  you  :  not  as  the 
'  world  giveth  give  1  unto  you/  The  peace  which 
the  world  gives,  is  merely  a  frjeedom  from  outwarc). 
difturbance  ;  it  is  tranfitory,  uncertain,  and  incapable 
',  of  compofing  and  folacing  the  mind  in  time  of  trouble. 
Far  more  excellent  is  the  peace  here  promifed,  which 
confifts  in  facred  tranquillity  of  mmd,  refulting  hoia 
reconciliation  to  God,  acquittal  from  guilt  and  cour 
demnation,  rf^ftoration  to  the  Divine  image,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  the  moil  important  privileges.  It  is 
the  rich  donation  of  the  God  of  Peace,  acquired  for 
his  children  by  the  Prince  of  Peace,  it  is  one  of  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit  of  Peace,  which,  ifter  having  with- 
ftood.the  ftorms  that  beat  upon  it  in  this  tempeftuous 
world,  (hall  reach  maturity  in  the  realms  of  love  and 
p^ce.«««*  Seek  peace  and  purfue  it,  for  the  eyes  of 
"  the  Lprd  are  over  the  righteous,  and  his  ears  are 
f  <^p  unto  their  prayers  J-.* 

14.  la 
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14.  In  righteoufnefs  (halt  thou  be  eftabliih* 
ed:  thou  fcalt  be  far  from  oppreffion*,  for 
thou  fhalt  not  fear;  and  from  terror,  for  it 
Ihall  not  come  near  thee. 

The  Lord  God  gives  comfortable  afliirance  to  his 
Church  of  continued  fupporc^  and  defence  from  their 
enemies,  and  confequent  deliverance  from  perplexing  ' 
fears.    Having  given  a  beautiful  defcription  of  their 
internal  profperous  flate,  he  ihews»  that  in  this  happy 
condition  they  were  to  be  free  from  moleftation,  and 
the  dread  of  being  deftroyed  by  their  adverfaries.-— 
hi  rightcaiufnefs  fhalt  thou  he  ejlahlifhed.    Righteouf- 
nefs is  one  of  the  glorious  attributes  of  Jehovah,  iu 
the  exercife  whereof  he  uniformly  ads  in  ftrid  con- 
fonnity  to  the  moft  perfeft  equity,  by  rendering  to 
every  one  according  to  their  works,  agreeably  to  the 
declarations  he  hath  made  in  his  word.    This  Divine 
pcrfcdion,  majiifefted  in  the  difpenfations  of  Provi- 
dence,  gives  ample  fecurity  to  the  Church,  that  they 
ihall  enjoy  {lability  and  perpetuity;  that  all  their  in- 
tereds  ihall  be  adjufted  by  their  gracious  Lord,  ac- 
cording to  impartial  juftice,  and  the  promifes  he  hath 
given,  whereby  he  is  engaged  to  defend  them  againft 
every  adverfe  power. — Righteoufnefs  is  a  term  ufed 
in  Scripture  to  denote  the  perfect  obedience  unto 
death  of  the  Meiliah,  the  fure  foundation  whereupon 
the  Church  is  built,  and  on  which  their  (lability  and 
perpetuity  depend.    In  this  righteoufnefs  they  en- 
joy the  countenance  and  favour  of  God,  and  are 
maintained  in'the  pofleilion  of  the  privileges  afligned 
to  them,  particularly  the  edablifliment  and  perpe- 
tuity of  which  they  are  afiured.     Righteoufnefs  alfo 
imports  the  exercife   of  thofe  graces  and  virtues 
wherein  confifts  refemblance  to  God,  and  conformity 
to  his  holy  law  both  in  temper  and  conduA.  Though 
this  righteoufnefs  does  not  fulfil  the  demands  either 
of  the  law  or  the  gofpel,  and  is  not  the  ground  of 
juflification  before  God,  it  is  the  way  whereby  the 

edablifliment 
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eftabli(htnent  and  continuance  of  tbe  Church  is  fe* 
cured,  and  fepms  chiefly  intended  in  the  expreifion 
before  us. 

ihfmjbak  he  far  from  opprejjlon^  &c.  Thou  (halt 
not  be  deprived,  by  fraud,  violence,  or  rigorous  ex- 
adlions,  of  thy  juft  rights  and  valuable  enjoynients. 
Jfuftice  (hall  not  be  perverted,  judgment  (hall  not  be 
delayed,  nor  the  claims  of  confcience  invaded. 
Through  Divine  mercy,  thou  (halt  be  removed  at  fo 
great  diftance  from  grievous  encroachments,  that  the 
tenrtjr  and  confternation  which  they  excite  (ball  not 
come  near  thee,  to  occalion  perplexity  and  difirefs. 
Blefled  with  good  paftors  and  rulers,  who  exhibit  il- 
luftrious  examples  of  righteoulfaefs,  clemency,  and 
other  virtues,  thou  (halt  have  nothing  to  fear  tinder 
their  adminiftration.  The  meafure^  they  adopt  being 
founded  on  equity,  and  directed  by  wifdom  and  pru- 
dence, ihall  conduce  to  your  real  benefit.  Thus  fe- 
cured  from  the  dread  of  internal  evils,  thou  (halt  not 
be  feized  with  confternation  or  panic  at  the  approach 
of  thy  external  foes,  and  their  hoilile  defigns,  but  in 
patience  poflefs  your  fouls. — By  this  predidlion, 
which  muft  be  uqderftood  with  fome  limitations,  the 
Chriflian  churches  are  a(rured  of  the  peculiar  care  of 
I)ivine  providence,  of  triumph  over  their  enemies, 
and  prefervation  from  the  evils  whereby  their  exift- 
ence  might  be  endangered,  and  their  comforts  im- 
bittered. 

15,  Behold,  they  fhall  fuirely  gather  toge- 
ther, but  not  by  me  :  whofoever  ihall  gather 
together  againft  thee,  ihall  fall  tor  thy  fake. 

Thefe  words  plainly  intimate,  that  the  utmoft 
efforts  of  the  enemies  of  the  people  of  God,  to  acccmi- 
plifti  their  deftrudion,  (hall  not  only  prove  fruitlefs 
and  vain,  but  that  thde  who  confpire  to  injure  them 
(hall  be  overthrown  and  fall  into  ruin.  They  alio 
(hew,  that^  notwithftanding  the  Church  was  to  enjoy 

fecurity^ 
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fecurity  under  the  protection  of  the  Almighty,  they 
were  not  to  be  exempted  frdm  the  aflaults  of  adver« 
&rie8,  who  were  to  unite  their  endeavours  to  difturb 
and  lay  them  wade.     For  their  encouragement,  the 
Lord  God  informs  them,  that,  by  the  interpofition  of 
bis  kind  providence,  he  would  prevent  or  fruftrate 
the  execution  of  the  wicked  defigns  of  thofe  who 
aimed  at  their  ddlrudion^: — Bebdd,  tbey  JbaU furely 
gather  together^  6^.  to  oppofe  and  injure  your  bell 
interefls.     The  expreffion  is  fimilar  to  the  complaint 
made  by  the  iacred  Poet  of  his  perfecutors  *.  '  They 
'  gather  themfelves  together,  they  hide  themfelveS. 
'  they  mark  my  fteps  when  they  wait  for  my  foul/  Ic 
imnorts,  that  their  confederate  enemies,  inftigated  by 
malice  and  rage,  would  combine,  upon  the  principles 
of  worldly  poUcy,  if  poflible  to  extirpate  them  from 
the  face  of  the  earth.— £2/^  mt  by  tite^  faith  the  Lord. 
Not  in  obedience  to  my  authority,  yea  contrary  to 
my  exprefs  command ;  not  with  my  countenance  and 
approbation,  nor  with  a  view  to  advance  my  honour 
and  glory,  but  to  vex  and  opprefs  my  inheritance. 
More  is  implied  than  exprelled.     Their  counfel  and 
work  being  of  men,  and  not  of  God,  fhall  come  to 
nought  f  ;  their  hoftile  intentions  (hall  be  defeated^ 
whilft  they  themfelves  fliali  be  confumed. 

Wbofoever  JhcM gather  together  agab^  tbee,  &c. 
Whether  internal  or  external  foe,  and  (hall  endea-^ 
vour  fecretly  to  undermine,  or  openly  to  aft  againft  my 
people,  (hall  fall  (hort  of  attaining  their  end.    ^  I  will 

•  deliver  them  from  their  perfecutors,  for  they  are 

•  ftronger  than  they,  and  bring  their  foul  out  of  pri* 

•  fon,  that  they  may  praife  my  name  |  ;•  whilft  their 
adverfaries  (hall  fall  into  certain  rum.  In  confe- 
quence  whereof,  thofe  againft  whorti  they  were  col- 
lefted,  and  thought  to  deftroy,  (hall  rejoice  and 
triumph  with  them  that  remember  the  name  of  the 
Lord  our  God,  becaufe  of  the  downfal  of  their  ene- 
mies, and  their  own  deliverance  and  fafety.— This 
(hall  be  done  for  thyfake^  on  actount  of  my  peculiar 

people, 
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people,  for  whom  I  bear  the  moft  tender  affedlion,  to 
whom  I  have  given  eiA:eeding  great  and  precious 
proniifes,  and  over  whom  1  exercife  conftant  atten- 
tion and  care ;  therefore^  I  will  defend  them  from  the 
powerful  machinations  of  their  enemies. — Many 
great  efforts  have  been  made,  from  time  to  time,  to 
harafs  and  deftroy  the  faints  of  the  Moft  High, 
which,  contrary  to  expedlation,.  were  baffled;  and 
thofe  who  were  combined  againft  them  have  fallen 
and  perifhed.  Many  flriking  inftances  of  the  deli- 
verance of  the  Church  of  Chrift,in  feafons  of  imminent 
aanger,  are  recorded  in  facred  and  profane  hiftory, 
by  fome  of  which  the  predidtion  before  us  hath  been 
temarkably  verified.  This  confideration  ought  to 
excite  us  to  truft  in  him  who  hath  delivered,  and  who 
will  yet  deliver  to  the  glory  of  his  name. 

1 6.  Behold,  I  have  created  the  fmith  that 
bloweth  the  coals  in  the  fire,  and  that  bring- 
eth  forth  an  inflrumcnt .  for  his  work,  and  I 
have  created  the  waflcr  to  deftroy. 

Attention  is  demanded  to  the  agency  of  the  fu* 
preme  Ruler  of  the  univerfe  in  the  formation  of  in(lru« 
ments  to  accomplilh  the  defigns  of  his  providence, 
and  in  fuperintending  the  adions  of  thofe  he  employs 
to  chaflen  his  people,  and  to  inilid  righteous  venge« 
ance  on  their  adverfaries.— -^^Z^oZi,  I  have  created  tbe 
fmitb^  &c.  Confider  that  Jehovah  hath  given  exift- 
ence,  ikill,  and  ability  to  the  tradefman,  whofe 
employment  is  to  make  inftruments  proper  for  doing 
his  own  work  to  the  beft  advantage,  and  to  fabricate 
the  deftrudive  weapons  ufed  in  war.  You  do  not 
blame  him  for  acting  in  this  manner,  in  following 
his  occupation,  and  for  fupplying  thofe  who  are  at 
variance,  with  the  arms  whereby  they  deftroy  each 
other.  When,  therefore,  the  Lord  God  raifes  up 
men,  glowing  with  ambition,  to^  kindle  and  excite 
the  flames  of  war,  to  devife  meafures  and  to  carry 

into 
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into  eflbd  the  inioiieal  defighs  fornfied  againft.his 
Church,  you  qannot  cenfure  or  find  fault  with  his 
coodud. — I  bow  created  the  wq/ier  to  dq/iroy^  to  lay 
wafte.  cities,  provincesi  and  kingdoms,  and  to  execute 
righteous  judgments  on  thofe  who  have  long  abu&d 
the  mercies  and  the  privileges  wherewith  they  have 
been  favoured.  Perfoqs  of  thefe  defciptions,  as  do 
other  creatures,  depend  on  my  pleafure;  they  are 
ciicumfcribed  by  my.  providence,  they  ad  by  my 
authority  or  permiffion,  all  their  counfels  and  ac« 
tioos  are  fubjed  to  my  control.  Beyond  them  we 
ought  to  look  to  him  who  ruleth  in  the  kipgdoms  of 
men,,  and  giveth  them  to  whomfoever  he  pleafeth. 
-^Since,  then,  God  hath  created  men  of  every  charac- 
ter, and  alfigned  to  them  their  feveral  bufinefles,  he 
can  eafily  counterad  or  give  efficacy  to  their  defigns 
and  artifices,  his  fervants  ought  not  to  be  intimidated 
by  tbe.hoftile  preparations  of  their  enemies  to  efFeA 
their  deftrudion.  Infinite  wifdom  hath  appointed, 
that  through  much  tribulatbn  and  many  afflidions 
they  rouft  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  fo  that  they 
ihould  not  faint,  but  glory  in  them«  knowing  that 
our  Lord's  words  muft  be  verified  *•  'In  the  world 
'  ye  fj^aiX  have  tribulation  :  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have 
*  overcome  the  world.'  This  declaration  of  him  who 
is  faithful,  ought  to  infpire  his  difciples  with  firm 
confidence  in  his  wifdom  and  omnipotence,  knowing 
that  no  power,  however  great,  (hall  prevail  againit 
thems  that  no  afOidion  fl^all  befal  them,  but  under 
his  direOion  who  hath  the  means  of  fafety  entirely  at 
bis  difpofiil. 

17.  IF  No  weapon  that  is  formed  againft 
thee,  Ihall  profper ;  and  every  tongue  that 
Ihall  rife  againft  thee  in  judgment,  thou  (halt 
condemn*  This  is  the  heritage  of  the  fer- 
▼ants  of  the  Lord,  and  their  righteoufnefs  is 
of  me,  faith  the  Lord. 

Vol.  IV.  X  The 
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The  portion  of  our  prophtt'a  difcourfe  that  we 
have  been  confidering,  conchides  with  an  explicit 
afluranee,  that  every  attempt  to  overthrow  die  Chufch 
of  Jefus  Chrift  (hall  prove  unfttccefsfiil. — Various 
weapons  have  been  employed .  by  their  implacable 
tnt- mies  to  fubvert  and  demoUfli  this  facred  fociety. 
Secret  fraud,  open  violence,  tortures,  racks^  perfe- 
Ctttions,  have  been  ufed  ^r  this  purpofe.  The 
tongue,  that  world  of  iniquity,  which  adorneth  urn- 
righteoufnefs,  hath  branded  them  before  judgment- 
feats  with  the  mod  opprobrious  names,  and  fidfely 
accufed  them  of  the  moft  complicated  ci^nies. 
They  have  been  charged  with  forming  the  moft 
horrid  devices,  with  perpetrating  the  moft  atrocious 
Wickednefs ;  and  having  been  thus  calumniated^  they 
ftifiered  the  greateft  cruelties,  by  the  moft  iniquitous 
decifions  — None  of  thefe  inftruments  have  fucceeded 
or  prevailed ;  the  Church  of  Chrift,  afiter  all  the 
ftruggles  and  hardfhips  they  have  fuftained,  fubfifts 
to  this  day  under  the  proteAion  of  the  Almighty. 
Fkirticular  churches,  in  certain  places,  have  been  de« 
iblated  as  the  juft  punifliment  of  their  abufe  of  the 
privileges  they  enjoyed ;  but  the  holy  (eed,  the  fub« 
ftance  thereof,  hath  fprung  up  in  other  countries,  in- 
creafed,  flouriihed,  and  brought  forth  fruit  abun- 
dandy.  But  with  refped  to  the  Church  in  general^ 
barbarous  oppreftbrs,  with  malicious  tongues,  have 
been  fruftrated  in  their  defigns  by  Divine  providence, 
which  hath  ever  been,  and  will  always  continue  to  be^ 
their  fure  defence.  And  thofe  who  have  been  valiant 
for  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  by  the  noble  defences 
they  have  made,  wherein  it  appears,  that  it  was  not 
fo  much  they  that  fpake^  as  the  Spirit  of  their  Father 
in  heaven,  put  to  filence  the  ignorance  and  malice 
of  wicked  men.  By  them  the  truths  of  God  have 
not  only  been  vindicated  and  eftablilhed,  but  the 
principles^  and  prances  of  their  adverfarie^  have  been 
condemned  as  uncharitable,  unjuft^  and  cruel  in  the 
extreme.-— Others,  in  a  difierent  way,  and  perhaps 
With  no  leis  fuccefs,  have  replied  to  thofe  who  falfely 

accufed 
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acculed  their  good  convfttfsition  in  Gfatift,  by  well* 
doing  acc^diti^  to  the  will  of  66d.-»ln  this  manner,' 
brethren,  let  ns  elear  ourfelves  ftoiti  theft  unjuft 
afperGons  aild  calumnies,  thftt  are  kid  againft  us, '  n^ 

*  joicing,  inafmuch  as  we  are  partakers  df  Ghrift^s  fu^^ 

*  finrmgs*  that  when  his  glory  fhall  be  tevealed,  w« 

*  may  be  gbd  with  exceeding  )oy  *.' 

Tbb  is  the  heritage  ofihefiroarits  of  the  Lof-di  The 
benefits  contained  in  the  pi'eceding  pronlifes,  ard 
their  mod  valued  portion  and  beft  inheritance,  to 
which  they  have  undoubted  right,  of  which  they 
have  the  enjoyment  in  fome  Aieafure,  and  the  prof«* 
peft  (rf^  full  pofleflion.  Oh  the  bleffings  and  privi^ 
leges  we  have  been  coniidering,  they  look  with 
Htk  higheft  fatisfadion;  in  them  they  rejoice  and 
glory,  from  them  they  derive  defence  andfafety^ 
righteoufnefe,  peace,  and  coniblation.  Each,  there^ 
fore,  may  adopt  the  words  of  David,  the  fervant  of 
the  Lord,  when  fblacing  himfelf  With  the  view  of  his 
rich  inheritance  :    *  The  lines  are  fallen  to  me  in 

*  pleafant  places,  yea,  1  have  a  goodly  heritage  f  / 

*  Thy  teftimonies  have  I  takeil^  as  an  heritage  for 

*  ever,  for  they  arc  the  rejoicing  of  my  heart  J.* — 
This  is  the  peculiar  right  and  |^rerogative  rf  thefer^ 
tunas  of  the  Lord^  who,  deeply  fenlible  that  his  fer- 
vice  is  both  their  duty  and  intereft«  prefer  him  to 
every  other  mailer;  who  fubmit  to  his  authority,  foli- 
dtous  to  obey  every  intimation  of  his  pleafure,  and  to 
acquiefce  in  his  appointments,  afllired  of  his  fupport, 
protedicm,  and,  in  due  time,  of  receiving  the  recom* 
pence  of  their  labour  of  love.  To  people  of  this  de» 
fcription,  the  above  predi&ions  (hall  be  fulfilled. 
What  a  beautiful,  what  an  excellent  heritage !  Com- 
pare it,  if  you  pleafe,  with  the  ponion  of  a  wicked 
man,  of  which  a  large  detail  is  given  by  Zophar,  in 
the  20th  chapter  df  Job.  By  contrafting  the  one 
with  the  other,  you  may  perceive  the  tranfcendent 
worth  and  glory  of  the  heritage  pertaining  to  them 
that  do  the  will  of  God. 

jind 
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And  their  tigbtewfiuffi  is  rf  m^  fmA  the  Lord. 
The  righteoufnefs  to  be  brenight  in  by  the  Meffiah, 
with  which  1  am  well  pleafed*  is  of  my  appointment^ 
it  is  my  gift ;  and  being  reckoned  unto  alltheoi 
that  beUeve,  in  virtue  thereof  they  are  pardoned  and 
accepted.  The  right  princijdes  and  gpod  difpofitions 
wherewith  their  minds  are  furniflied;  the  exercifes  of 
holinefs  and  righteoufiiefs  in  which  they  are  em» 
ployed,  propeed  from  me,  the  Father  of  lights,  who 
worketh  in  them  to  will  and  to  do  of  my  good  plea- 
fure. — Thi$  important  truth  ihould  cherifli  humility 
and  gratitude*  amid  the  enjo3nnent  of  the  ineftimable 
privileges  which  the  faints  of  the  Moft  High  are 
taught  to  exp^fft.--«-And  it  oqght  to  eiccite  every  one 
to  whom  it  is  made  known,  to  feek  with  importu- 
nity, righteoufnefs  from  the  God  of  Salvation,  *  Hear 
'  me  when  1  call,  O  God  of  my  righteoufnefs,  and  in 
*  thy  righteoufne^  let  me  be  exalted.'  The  bleffing  of 
Almighty  God,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  bo  upon  you,  and  remain  with  you  for  ever, 
Amen.  •  • 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

HAVING  finifbed  the  prophetical  and  confolai* 
tory  part  of  his  diftourfe,  Ifaiah  gdes  on  to 
invite  Jews  and.  Gentiles^  d^firous  of  life  apd  falva- 
tion,  to  come  and  participate  of  the  precious  blef« 
£ngs  obtained  by  the  fofferings  and  death  of  God's 
righteous  Servant,  which  are  exhibited  under  the 
emblems  of  thofe  temporal  gpod  thipgs  tliat  are  moft 
pkafant  and  refreftiing,  yerfes  i,  2. — He  then 
partictdarly  addrefies  the  Jews,  who  were  flow  of 
heart  to  believe,  and  negligent  in  attending  to  their 
beft  interefts,  and  generouily  offers  to  their  accep* 
tance  the  mercies  promifed  of  0I4  to  the  patriarch 
David,  ver.  3, — To  excite  to  pious  emulation,  and 
fpeedy  conbpliance  with  his  propofal,  our  prophet  in« 
troduces  the  gracious  defign  of  the  Lord  God,  to  en- 
lighten the  Gentile  nations,  and  to  bring  them  to 
the  communion  of  the  Church,  who  were  gladly  to 
embrace  his  invitations,  ver.  4,  5. — As  many  of 
thofe  who  fhould  be  pardoned  and  faved  were  enve* 
loped  in  ehor,  and  addicted  to  various  crimes,  might 
defpair  of  attaining  falvation,  he  calls  them  to  repen- 
tance and  return  to  God,  who  will  have  mercy  on 
them,  ver.  6,  7. — ^After  which  he  teaches,  that  unbe« 
lief,  and  the  dif6bedience  of  the  wicked,  (hall  not 
make  void  the  counfel  and  gofpel  of  God,  that  he 
ihall  effed  his  purpofes  and  defigns,  which  far  fUr- 
pafs  human  compirehenfion,  ver.  8 — 11. — This  por- 
tion of  the  difcourfe  concludes  with  a  beautiful  figu- 
rative defcription  of  the  joyful  effedb,  that  were  to 
accompany  the  promulgation  of  the  gofpel,  and  the 
happy  change  which  was  thereby  to  be  made  in  the 
ftate  of  the  world,  ver.  12, 13. 
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CHAP.    LV, 

I 

HO,  every  one  that  thirfteth^  come  ye  ta 
the  waters^  and  he  that  hath  no  money  ; 
come  ye,  bUy  and  eat,  yea,  come,  buy  wine 
and  milk  without  money,  and  without  pnce. 

• 

A  general  invitation  is  given  to  thofe  who  ai:e  de-* 
firous  of  falvatjon,  to  come  and  partake  ot  the  mod 
important  benefits.  The  fubjed  is  introduced  by  a 
word  ufed  to  claim  attention  from  thofe  to  whom  it 
is  direfted.  The  ^xpreffion  feems  to  alUide  to  tho 
pradice  of  thofe  who,  having  difcovered  a  foanlain 
of  excellent  water  in  fome  parched  defert,  call  loudly 
to  them  who  are  feeble  and  faint,  to  come  and  ihare 
in  the  privilege  which  is  open  to  all  that,  choofe  to 
hearken  to  their  voice. ~>  The  perfons  addreiied  are 
every  one  that  tbirjletb^  whatever  in  other  refpeda 
are  his  particular  ciicumftaiKes  ;  none  are  excluded* 
Every  one  that  thirfteth,  in  the  fenfe  intended  bj 
our  prophet,  feels  that  he  is  deftitute  of  what  is  requU 
file  to  remove  his  deplorable  ignorance^  infeafibilityt 
and  impurity,  and  to  reitore  to  him  fpiri^ial  refrelli- 
ment^  vigour,  and  confolation.  He  hath  an  acute 
fenfe  of  his  abfolute  need  of  an  aU-fufficient  Saviour^ 
to  refcue  him  from  fin  and  deftrudion,  of  pardoning 
^ercy  and  fandifying  grace,  with  every  thing  oece^* 
fary  to  fupply  his  wants.  Ready  to  faint  tor  the 
word  and  falvation  of  God,  he  feels. a  vehement  de^ 
fire  of  obtaining  thofe  blefSngs  which  only  caniatiate 
his  longing  expedations,  and  diligently  ufes  the 
means  whereby  they  may  be  procured*  This  a£i 
fe&ing  fenfe  of  his  neceflities,  though  humiliating 
and  painful,  is  both  the  prefage,  and  the  warrant  to 
comply  with  his  invitation,  whofe  work  is  before 
him,  and  whofe  reward  is  with  himi  and  who  makes 

his 
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his  offers  of  meicy  and  gfBoe  the  means  of  conTeying 
thefe  benefits  to  the  nMdy  anddeftitute.  Tfaechaiaidttr 
k  farther  defcribed  in  thefe  words  ~.^^  be  that  batb 
M  mofugr,  no  equivalent,  no  valuable  compenfation  to 
give  in  return  for  the  precious  bleffings  of  pardon^ 
reconciliation  to  God,  purity,  Uberty,.  and  joy,  he 
is  foticitous  to  receive,  and  which  his  foul  aidentljr 
defires.  Convinced  that  he  is  poor  and  mifrrable^ 
all  his  expe£Utions  are  founded,  not  on  his  perform** 
ances,  acquifitions,  dr  poffeffions,  but  on  the  free 
&vour  and  g^ood  will  of  him  who  giveth  to  all  libe« 
nlly  and  npbraidech  not.  To  the  door  of  mercy, 
therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  call  of  God,  he  humbly 
lepairB,  he  aflis,  he  feeks,  and  he  knocks,  entreating 
that  he  whofe  compaffions  fail  not,  would,  for  his 
great  name's  fake,  fupply  his  urgent  neceffities.— - 
To  fuch  the  gracioos  invitation,  is  efpecially  direSed* 
Ome  ye  io  the  wnurs.  1  he  ineftimable  bleffings 
flowing  from  the  fountain  of  life,  are  fignificantly 
reprefented  by  waters,  to  which,  in  fbme  refpefb, 
they  bear  a  ftrong  refemblance,  on  account  of  their 
vaft  abundance,  the  freedom  with  which  they  are 
beftowed,  and  their  abfolute  neceffity  to  iktisfy  thofe 
fervent  defires,  which  nothing  elfe  can  fiilly  gratify* 
Come  to  the  waters,  the  ordinances  of  Divine  inftitu« 
tion,  where  the  truths  and  promifes  of  the  gofpel 
are  exhibited,  where  Jefus  Chrift,  with  his  precious 
benefita,  are  to  be  enjoyed,  and  where  the  gUts,  the 
graces,  and  comforts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  plentifully 
difpenfed.  From  thefe  waters  of  the  fanftuary ,  attend-* 
ed  with  the  prefence  and  bleffing  of  the  Almighty, 
thirfty  fouls  receive  refrelhment  and  confolation; 
they  are  reftored  to  fpiritual  health  and  vigour,  their 
juft  defires  are  fulfilled,  and  they  become  fruitful  in 
eyery  good  work,  to  the  glory  and  praife  of  Qod. 
As  the  imagery  here  employed  is  graceful,  fo  the 
Hivitation  is  tender  and  affedionate ;  it  takes  hold  on 
the  heart,  and  can  hardly  be  exceeded  in  warmth  and 
argency.  To  enforce  compliance,  the  call  is  thrice 
lepeated.     Come  then  to  the  ordinances  of  divine 
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inftittttion,  to  which  you  are  kindl|r  invked,  witb 
enlarged  eKpeftations  of  obtainu^  every  thiog  ne** 
cef&ry  to  your  happinefs  and  falVatidn.  Yopr  com^ 
pliance  with  this  call  is  a  part  of  tbatrhomage  which 
you'  owe  to  your  Creator  and  Lord;  and  ^erefore  it 
ought  to  he  performed  with  alacrity^  and  reverence 
for  his  authority  who  requires  your  attendance. 
It  is  yowr  privilege,  as  well  as  your  duty,  and. confer 
quentiy  you  fhoidd  approach  the  waters  of  the 
fanduary  with  high  eftimation  of  the  benefits  which 
are  there  to  be  enjoyed,  in  facred  intercpurfe  with 
God  and  his  people.  Befides^  it  is  the  appwH^d  means 
of  fpiritual  improvement,  from  which  you  may  derive 
the  moftfufaftantial  advantages,  and  moft  agteeablo 
iatisfieidion. 

Buy  and  eat^  &c.  In  the  ordinfiry  way  of  procur- 
ing any  thing  valuable  that  we  need,  money,  or  fome 
equivalent,  muft  be  given  for  it,  whereas  the  nuucmer 
of  purchafe  here  mentbned  is  very  different,-«-wtth- 
out  money  and  without  price.  The  expreifion, 
which  is  in  fubftance  repeated  by  Jefus  Chrift  *, 
intimates,  that  fomewhsit  muft  be  parted  with,  in 
order  to  comply  with  this  diredion,  and  to  enjoy  the 
comforts  which  in  this  way  are  to  be  obtained.  Cor- 
rupt pafi&ons,  finful  pradices,  bad  company,  and 
anxious  worldly  folicitudes,  with  all  that  may  proper^ 
ly  be  called  ours,  muft  be  parted  with,  or  furrendered 
on  demand,  would  we  acquire  the  choice  fpiritual 
provifion  reprefented'  by  wine  and  milk.  Much 
'  precious  time,  the  thoughts  of  many  hearts,  and 
diligent  labour  in  the  ufe  of  appointed  means,  muft 
be  employed,  that  we  may  get  the  ineftimable  bene- 
fits intended  by  our  prophet.  After  all,  he  declares 
that  they  are  beftowed  without  money  and  without 
price;  no  adequate  compenfation  can  pqfiibly  be 
made  for  them,  nothing  can  be  parted  with  or  per- 
formed that  bears  the  leaft  proporrion  to  what  is  re- 
ceived.— ^The  invitation  requires  not  only  to  buy,  but 
to  eat,  to  lay  hold  .on  the  offered  fpiritual  provifion, 
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to  appropriate  it  to  Ourfelves^  and  aAaally  to  receive 
it  with  keen  deiire  and  ftrong  relifh  of  its  excellence 
and  utility,  that  thereby  we  may  be  flrengthened 
unto  all  long  fufiering  with  joyfulnefs^  and  furnifhed 
for  the  performance  of  every  good  work. — Real 
good  wine,  (which  is  the  moft  excellent  and  grateful 
of  all  liquorSi  revives  the  fpirits,  and  makes  men 
forget  their  pk>verty  and  mifery,)  may  denote  the 
fublime  comfortable  dodtrines  of  the  gofpel^  which 
are  the  means  of  removing  fpiritual  indigence  and 
wietchednefs,  and  of  conveying  vigour  and  confola- 
tion  to  the  mind.  Milk,  which  you  know  is  a  kind 
of  food  that  is  pleafant,  nouriihing,  and  ilrengthen- 
ing,  may  fignify  the  plain  fimple  truths  of  facred 
Scripture,  which  are  reftorative,  yielding  fuftenance 
and  refreihment  to  thofe  who  receive  them  with 
fidth  and  love. — ^To  you,  brethren,  the  word  of  fal« 
vation  is  fent;  to  you  thefe  preifing  invitations  are 
addreiled  by  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious. 
In  obedience  to  his  call,  come  to  the  ordinances  of 
the  gofpel,  with  your  fpiritual  wants,  diftempers, 
miferies  and  forrows,  that  you  may  obtain  that  relief 
for  which  you  have  no  compenfation  to  offer.  The 
bleffiogs  you  are  bidden  to  partake  of,  are  of  inefti* 
mable  value ;  he  who  offers  them  is  not  in  the  lead 
need  of  you ;  the  benefits,  whereof  he  folicits  your 
acceptance,  are  already  procured  for  you  at  a  dear 
rate;  nothing  befide  them  can  fupply  your  necelfi- 
ties.  Let  him,  then,  *  that  is  a-tbirft  come ;  and 
^whofoever  will»  let  him  take  the  water  of  life 
'ftccly*/ 

2.  Wherefore  do  ye  fpebd  money  for  that 
Ufbicb  is  not  bread?  and  your  labour  for  that 
ipbUb  fatisfieth  not  ?  hearken  diligently  unto 
me,  and  eat  ye  that  which  is  good,  and  let  your 
foul  delight  itfelf  in  fatnefs. 

Vol.  IV.  Y  Te 
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To  enforce  compliance  with  the  preceding  invita^ 
tion,  the  Lord  God  expoftulates  with  men,  refpeding 
the  extreme  folly  of  thofe  who  refufe,  and  the  great 
advantages  which  attend  the  thankful  acceptance  of 
his  ofieF8.<— in  the  firft  part  of  the  verfe,  there  feems 
to  be  reference  to  the  conduct  t)f  rich  people,  who 
expend  their  money  in  purchafing  tlx>ie  articles 
which  they  confider  as  requfite  to  their  convenience 
and  comfortable  fubfiftence;  and  to  the  pradice  of 
the  lower  ranks  of  the  community,  who  fubfift  on 
what  they  gain  by  their  labour  and  induftry.  Each 
of  them,  in  his  own  way,  expedte  to  enjoy  fatisfac-i 
tion ;  the  former,  in  laying  out  their  wealth  to  pro- 
cure the  comforts  of  life ;  the  latter,  in  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  their  toil  and  diligence,  whilft  both  claiies 
.find,  by  experience,  that  their  hopes  are  difappointed, 
that  their  days  are  forrow,  and  their  travel  grief  *. 
Money'  may  here  denote  whatever  is  efteemed 
mod  valuable  and  ufeful,  which  people  are  ready  to 
beftow,  that  they  may  obtain  the  objeds  of  their 
defire.  Bread  is  the  moft  common,  neceflary  and 
excellent  provifion,  whereby  mankind  in  general  are 
fupported,  and  therefore  called  the  ftaff  of  life. 
Wliy  do  you  lavifii  away  all  your  time  and  toength 
in  acquiring  that  whicl\  is  not  bread,  that  cannot 
gratify  the  enlarged  defires  of  your  hearts,  or  fupport 
the  Ufe  of  your  fouls  ?  Why  do  you  give  away  what 
you  reckon  of  the  greateft  worth  for  trifles,  that  can 
add  very  little,  if  any  thing,  to  your  real  happineis? 
Why  do  you  allow  yourfelves  to  be  impofed  upon 
by  delufive  appearances,  and  fet  your  hearts  on  that 
which  is  not  ?  The  riches,  the  pleafures,  and  ho- 
Aouts  ofthis  world,  for  the  acquifition  of  which  many 
lay  out  their  labour  and  money,  far  firom  yielding 
permanent  fatisfodtion  to  their  pofleflbra,  give  rife  to 
vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit.  Even  knowledge, 
which  bids  fdreft  to  impart  happine(s  to  the  human 
mind,  is  infutiicient  for  this  purpofe.  *^  He  that  in- 
«reafeth  knowledge,  increafeth  forrow,  and  that  which 
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^  js-wantiog  cannot  be  nnmbend  */  AU  created  en- 
joyments are  only  bread  that  fatisfieth  not ;  they,  are 
but  cift'ems,  wherein  the  water  is  apt  to  patrify; 
they  ibon  become  almoft  empty»  and  what  remains, 
hath  n^ber  flavour  nor  fweetnefs ;  yea,  they  are 
broken  ciftems,  full  of  chinks,  by  which  the  good 
runs  off^  and  leaves  nothing  but  what  hath  a  diia« 
gKeable,  unpleafant  relifh. 

Hearken  dSigentiy  unto  me,  &c.  Eager  attention 
to  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  a  happy  mean  to  induce 
compliance  with  his  gracious  invitations.  However 
kind  and'  generous,  if  not  regarded,  they  will  neither 
be  valued  nor  accepted.  Ue  who  formed  the  ear, 
and  endowed  men  with  the  faculty  of  hearing,  re- 
quires, that,  placing  ourfclves  in  a  hearing  pofture, 
we  eamieftly  liften  to  the  words  of  his  mouth,  fo  as 
from  the  heart  to  .believe  and  obey  them.  Hearken 
then  diligently,  brethren,  to  every  part  of  the 
word  of  God,  not  only  to  its  fublime  dodrines, 
but  to  its  holy  precepts — not  only  to  its  precious 
promises,  but  to  its  kind  invitations.  Take  heed 
that  faith  be  mixed  with  it,  that  you  humbly  receive 
the  truths  it  contains,  that  you  cordially  embrace  the 
bkffings  it  reveals,  that  you  depend  on  the  encou- 
ragements it  exhibits,  and  fubmit  to  whatfoever  it 
eojoins.-— This  important  duty,  which  is  well  adapted 
to  promote  our  bell  interefts,  is,  alas,  (hamefully  ne- 
gleded.  The  old  prophets  of  the  Lord  were  often 
difinegarded  by  thofe  to  whom  they  were  fent ;  even 
the  bon  of  God,  who  fpake  as  never  man  fpake,  found 
it  neceflary  to  call  for  attention  from  the  multitudes; 
and  perhaps  there  is  no  lefs  need  now  than  in  any 
former  period,  to  urge  the  pradice  of  this  important 
duty.  -Many  pay  little  regard  to  the  word  of  God : 
cuhofity,  decency,  and  a  refpeA  to  good  order,  induce 
foine  to  attend  to  it ;  but  of  thole  who  read  and  hear 
it,  how  tew  who  hearken  dihgently.  Indolence, 
drowfinels,  vain  thoughts,  and  mdifterence  to  Divine 
things,  contribute,  with  other  caufes,  to  render  the 
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word  unfruitful.    Do  you  then  carefully  attend,  and 
feriouily  confider  what  God  faith  to  you : 

And  eat  of  that  wbicb  is  good^  &c.  By  the  good 
and  fatnefs  here  mentioned,  may  be  meant  thofe  rich 
and  precious  bleffings  that  flow  from  the  Divine 
bounty,  and  the  fulnefs  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  which 
afford  the  higheft  pleafure  and  gratification  to  the 
mind.  Of  this  fort  are  the  pardon  of  fin«  commu-^ 
nion  with  God,  the  fandifyiug,  ftrengthening,  and 
comforting  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  inftruc- 
tions  derived  from  his  word  and  providence,  the 
facred  peace  which  arifes  from  walking  in  Wifdom's 
ways,  and  the  lively  hope  of  eternal  life.  Of  this 
excellent  fpiritual  provifion,  prefented  in  the.  good 
word  of  God,  you  are  invited  to  participate,  and 
thankfully  to  receive,  that  from  thence  you  may  de- 
rive nouriftiment  and  ftrength  to  your  hearts.  Let 
your  fouls  folace  themfelves  in  this .  delicious  enter- 
tainment, which  the  author  of  every  good  and  per- 
fed  gift  hath  prepared  for  your  fupport  and  confola- 
tion.  Delight  yourlelves  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
rich,  fubftantial  bleffings  exhibited  and  offered  to 
your  acceptance  in  the  gofpel,  anticipating,  with  the 
prophet  David,  the  pleafing  fatistadtion  exprefled  in 
the  follpwing  words.  '  My  foul  ihall  be  fatisfied, 
'  as  with  marrow  and  fatnefs,— -with  the  goodnefs  of 
?  thy  houfe,  even  of  thy  holy  temple  *.■ 

3.  Incline  your  ear,  and  come  unto  me : 
hear,  and  your  foul  fhall  live,  and  I  will  mak^ 
an  eyerlalling  covenant  with  you,  even  the 
lure  mercies  of  David. 

The  gracious  invitation,  contained  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  preceding  verfe,  is  repeated,  amplified, 
and  enforced,  by  the  immenfe  advantages  refulting 
from  compliance  with  what  is  demanded. — Incline 
your  <^^-     Liften  attentively,  and  diligently  apply 

you|p 

f  FbL  Ixiii.  5.  and  1xt«  4. 


ViR.  ^.       PROPHECIES  or  ISAIAH.  1 73 

jour  minds  to  the  inftrudions  and  invitations  nowr 
addre&d  to  you,  vrhicb  relate  to  matters  of  the 
greateft  moment.  Confider  well  what  I  fay,  and 
cheerfully  obey  my  commands,  whereby  you  are 
acquainted  with  my  good  pleafure.  He  that  hath  ai^ 
ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  faith  unto  thcf 
Churches. — And  come  unto  me^  faith  the  Lord  God. 
Abandon,  in  affedtion  and  pradice  whatfoever  hath 
kept  you  at  a  diftance  from  me.  In  the  exercife  of 
faith,  and  hope,  and  confidence,  approach  my  pte« 
fence  by  him  who  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the 
life;  for  no  man  cometh  unto  me  but  by  him,  through 
whde  mediation,  and  by  whofe  Spirit,  you  can  obtain 
comfortable  accefs.  Come  unto  me  with  filial  free* 
dom  and  humble  boldnefs,  that  you  may  receive  the 
cure  of  your  fpiritual  diftempers,  the  redrefs  of  your 
grievances,  and  the  fupply  of  your  necef&ties.-— Hear 
the  voice  of  Qod,  fo  as  to  underfland,  believe,  and 
obey  what  he  requires. 

And  your  foul ^aU  Irve^  &.c.  The  intelligent  fpirit^ 
whereby  you  are  diftinguiflied  from  inferior  creatures^ 
the  fpiritual  and  mod  excellent  part  of  your  nature, 
which  is  dead,  in  confequence  of  the  awful  fentence 
of  death  denounced  againft  tranfgreflion,  in  thefe 
words :  •  The  foul  that  iinneth  fhall  die.'-^This  foul 
that  hath  been  dead  in  fin  fhall  live,  (hall  be  delivered 
from  condemnation,  and  fhall  pafs  from  death  to  life; 
it  fhall  be  quickiened,  together  with  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  is  the  refurredion  and  the  life.  I'his  Divine  life 
proceeds  from  fuperior  principles,  is  maintained  by 
different  means,  and  is  accompanied  with  operations 
and  ejffeds  diflind  from  thofe  experienced  by  them 
that  walk  as  men.  Remarkable  to  this  purpofe  are 
the  words  of  the  apoflle  Paul  %  *  I  am  crucified  with 
'Chrifl,  neverthelefs  1  live;  yet  not  1,  butChrilt 
'  iiveth  in  me ;  and  the  life  which  I  now  Uve  in  the 
'  flefb,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God.'  As 
this  life  is  communicated  to  the  foul  by  the  Lord 
God,  who  raifeth  the  dead, and  is  fupportedby  means 
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of  doing  tb«  will  of  qui:  heavenly  Fattier,  which  to 
thofe  who  are  made  aUve  unto  God,  is  as  theit  meat 
and  drink,  fa  its  tendency  is  to. glorify  God,  and  to 
condudk  to  the  everlatting  enjoyment  of  his  kingdom 
and  prefence.  What  a  precious  beiiefit  is  thla,  far 
tranfgending,  in  worth,  and  excellence,  and  perpe- 
tuity, that  frail  precarious  lite,  for  which  a  man  will 
give  all  that  he  hath  !  1  he  aflurance  of  it  fliould 
therefore  he  a  powerful  inducement  to  hear  the  voice 
of  God,  and  to  come  to  him — c^fpeciaUy  when  it  is 
added, 

./ind  I  wiB  make  an  everlqftmg  Covenant  with  yw^ 
^c.  The  word  covenant  commonly  fignifies  a 
folemn  agreement,  entered  into  hy  two  parties,  upon 
certain  ftipulated  conditions  for  their  mutual  be- 
nefit*, it  is  ufed,  in  various  fenles  in  fcrip* 
ture,  which  1  (lay  not  at  prefent  to  eoumerate.  in 
the  verfe  before  us  it  may  import,  that  JehoVah  will 
afTume  you  to  be  his  peculiar  people,  that  he  will 
be  your  God,  that  he  will  fulfil  to  you  his  faithful 
promifes,  and  effedually  difpofe  y^oM  to  obferve  his 
commandments  with  your  whole  hearts.  The  cove- 
nant, of  which  this  is  the  fum  f ,  the  Lord  God  de« 
dares  he  will  make  with  you  that  come  to  him.  The 
Hebrew  word  fignifies  to  firike,  in  allufion  to  the  an* 
tient  cuftom  oi  killing  and  dividing  aiitoder  foine 
animal,  at  the  ratification  ot  a  league  of  amity  and 
friendfhip  ;  to  intimate,  that  the  parties  wifiied  that 
like  them  they  might  be  cut  in  pieces,  did  they  not 
adhere  to  the  iblemn  treaty  into  which  they  had 
entered.  The  expreffion  in  this  paflkge  may  denote, 
that  the  covenant  ihali  be  firmly  eftabliihed  and 
faithfully  performed  by  '  the  Lord  God,  that  keepeth 
^  covenant  and  mercy  for  them  that  love  him,  and 
*  oblerve  his  commandments:|:.''^it  is  faid  to  be 
everlafting,  becaufe  it  is  founded  on  the  immutabiTity 
ot  Jehovah,  aod  the  unalterable  purpofes  of  his  grace, 
and  becaule  of  the  irrevocable  nature  and  eudlefs 
perpetuity  of  the   biefiings  it  contains.     God  will 

remember 
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remember  your  fins  no  more,  your  righteournefs 
and  peace,  your  life,  confolation,  and  falvation,  (hall 
be  everlafting,  and  without  end. 

FsVcn  the  fore  mercies  tf  Dafoid.    Thefe  words  were 
cited  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  in*  his  difcourfe  to  the  men 
of  Ifrael  at  Antioch,  to  prove  the  refurredion  of 
Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead  *.     The  Melfiah,  David's 
Ion  and  Lord,  is  ibnaetimes  fpoken  of  in  the  prophe* 
cies  of  the  Old  Teftameat  by  the  name  of  David^ 
who  was  an  eminent  type  of  him  f.  That  the  Meffiah 
is  here  intended  by  this  defignation,  feems  to  be 
confirmed  by  what  foUows  in  the  next  verfe,  where 
he  is  fiud  to  be  given  for  a  witnefs,  a  leader  and 
commander  to  the  people.     aU  the  blei&ngs  con- 
tained in  the  covenant  that  God  makes  with  thofe 
that  hear  his  voice,  were  {Hrocured  for  them  by  his 
mteipofition ;  into  his  hands,  the  didribution  of  them 
is  cooimitted,  and  j^y  trim  they  are  difpenfed.     They 
are  bis  mercies,  inafmuch  as  they  flow  from  his  hvt-- 
reign  grace  to  the  mofl:  unworthy,  they  are  beftow- 
ed  for  his  great  name's  fake,  and  difplay  the  exceeding^ 
riches  of  bis  mercy.     And  with  great  propriety  are 
the  bleffings  obtained  by  the  Meffiah  for  his  people 
denominated  fure  mercies;  becaufe  God,  who  cannot 
he,  hath  promifed  to  confer  them  on  thc^e  who  come 
to  Urn.— Thefe  promifes  are  recorded  in  his  word  of 
truth,  fealed  by  bis  Spirit,  attefted  by  the  moft  credi« 
ble  witnefles  in  heaven  and  earth,  confirmed  by  his 
oath,  and  ratified  by  the  death  oi  his  bon*-^ln 
human  tranfadions,  men  may  engage  to  do  what  they 
are  unable  to  perform,  or  a  variety  of  unforefeen  cir«- 
cumllances  may  occur  tp  prevent  the  fulfilment  of 
their   engagements;    whereas,    to  the  omnipotent 
Jehovah  all  things  are  poilible,  and  nothing  can 
happen  to  binder  the  accompliilunent  of  his  promifes^ 
Health  and  reputation,  riches  and  friends,  may  fail, 
Spiritual    ftrength,    and  peace,  and  comforts  may 
decay;  but  the  mercies  of  God  are  from  everlafting 
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to  everlafting  on  them  that  fear  hiai>  and  his  cove- 
nant  abideth  for  ever. 

4.  Behold  I  have  given  himy^r  a  witnefs  to 
the  people^  a  leader  and  commander  to  the 
people. 

To  excite  compliance  with  the  gracious  invitation,' 
contained  in  the  preceding  vcrfes,  another  confi- 
deration  is  mentioned,  derived  from  the  fuitablenefs 
of  the  Mef&ah  to  relieve  the  wants  of  mankind.  Our 
circumftances  require  that  we  be  acquainted  with 
the  will  of  God  ;  that  we  be  conduced  in  the  path 
of,  life;  and  that  we  be  animated  and  proteAed  in 
the  way  which  leads  to  the  heavenly  and  better 
country.  To  fupply  thefe  neceflities,  and  to  encou- 
rage people  to  come  to  him,  the  Lord  God  calls  us 
to  contemplate  the  fitnefs  of  his  •righteous  Servant 
to  grant  all  the  aid  that  we  want.  To  intimate  the 
perfeA  certainty  of  what  is  affirmed,  the  event  is 
fpoken  of,  in  prophetic  language,  as  if  already  come 
to  pafs. 

/  have  given  him  for  a  witnefs  to  the  people.  The 
office  of  a  witnefs  is  to  give  evidence  relpecling  fome 
important  truth,  or  fad,  he  is  intimately  acquainted 
with,  which  otherwife  could  not  be  properly  afcer- 
tained,  and  to  produce  fatisfying  proofs  of  the  cer- 
tainty of  his  declaration,  in  this  character,  which 
is  often  attributed  to  Jefus  Chrift  in  the  Scriptures, 
he  ads  with  the  utmoft  propriety,  candour,  and 
fidelity.  He  hath  clearly  ftated  the  mod  momen- 
tous difcoveries  which  arc  worthy  of  God  to  reveal, 
and  accommodated  to  the  circumftances  of  thofe  to 
whom  they  are  made  known — relative  to  the  nature, 
the  perfedions,  purpofes  and  will  of  Jehovah,  how 
he  ftands  affeded  toward  men  in  their  apoftate  con- 
dition, and  what  he  requires  to  the  advancement 
of  his  glory  and  their  falvation.  He  only  was  capa- 
ble of  performing  this  ardous  work;  for  no  man 

knoweth 


V£R.  4.         PROPHECIES  OF  ISAIAH.  17^ 

knoweth  the  Father  fave  the  Son,  and  he  to  whom- 
foever  the  Son  will  reveal  him  *.  *  The  things  of 
'  God  knoweth  no  man,  but  the  fpirit  of  God  t** 
The  Scriptures  of  truth,  which  are  emphatically  de- 
nominated *  hisTeftimony  j:/  are  admirably  adapted 
to  difpel  the  perplexing  fears  which  proceed  from  a 
fenfe  of  guilt,  and  to  gratify  the  intenfe  defires  of 
happinefi  that  arife  in  the  human  mind«  Aflurance 
is  given  of  a  perfe6l  atonement  provided  for  fin,  of  a 
complete  remedy  for  fpiritual  diforders,  and  an  im* 
morul  felicity  that  far  tranfcends  the  moil  enlargjbd 
expedauons.  With  thefe,  and  the  other  topics 
concerning  which  he  hath  emitted  his  declaration,  he 
difcovers  the  moft  intimate  acquaintance,  as  himfelf 
affirms.  *  We  fpeak  that  we  do  know,  and  teftify 
*that  we  have  feenj.'  His  confummate  excellen- 
cies give  the  fulled  aflurance  that  he  hath  revealed 
all  that  is  neceflary  for  men  to  know,  believe,  and 
praAife,  and  that  no  error  or  miftake  can  be  found 
in  his  teftimony.  His  inviolable  faitbfulnefs  gives 
the  ftrongeft  fecurity,  that  all  things  which  he  hath 
fpoken  are  juft  and  true,  that  he  hath  not  difguifed 
any  one  truth,  or  mifreprefented  any  one  fad.  In* 
deed,  he  hath  given  fatisfying  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  what  he  hath  faid,  by  the  ftupendous  miracles  he 
performed,  by  his  perfed  example,  and  by  laying 
down  his  life  in  confirmation  of  his  dodrine,  which  is 
attefted  by  them  that  bear  record  in  heaven  and 
earth — Particularly  by  fending  the  bpirit  of  truth,  who 
ables  to  underftand,  believe,  and  obey  this  faithful 
and  true  witnefs.  In  this  manner  did  Jefus  Chriil 
execute  the  office  affigned  to  him,  of  being  a  witnefs 
to  the  people. — ^Thankfully  receive,  and  cordially 
embrace  his  teltimony ;  fo  as  thereby  to  regulate 
your  condud  and  expectations,  and  thus  fet  to  your 
feal  that  God  is  true  |i 

/  have  given  trim  for  a  leader  to  the  people.  Ading 
in  this  capacity,  he  conuuds  them,  by  his  example, 
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and  by  his  Spirit,  through  this  world  to  the  heavenly 
and  better  country.     The  beft  of  men  are  fubjed  to 
miilakes  and  infirmities ;    they  are  apt  to  deviate 
from  the  perfed  rule  of  righteoufnefs,  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  followed  with  great  caution  and  pru- 
dence.    Whereas  he  who  is  given  to  be  our  leader  is 
an  unerring  guide,  and  hath  fet  us  an  example,  that 
we  jbould  walk  in  his  fteps.     Some  eminent  men  of 
God,  who  have  exhibited  illuftrious  examples  of  good 
converfation  and  conduA,  have  in  certain  inftances 
gi^atly  erred ;  their  light  hath  been  confined  within 
narrow  limits,  and  loon  funk  into  obfcurity  :  whereas 
Jefus  Chrift,  like  the  fun  in  the  firmament,  diffufes 
his  falutary  light  over  the  world,  and  aflfords  infallible 
diredion  to  his  difciples,  fo  that  whofoever  followeth 
him,  fhall  not  walk  in  darknefs,  but  (hall  have  the 
light  of  life.     No  crofs  accident,  no  corrupt  pafiion, 
no  temptation,  allurement,  or  danger,  ever  feduced 
him  from  the  path  of  righteoufnefs.     At  all  feafonsi 
m  every  refpedl,  and   in  every  condition,  he  was 
holy,  harmleis,  undefiled,  and  feparate  from  finners. 
Like  the  pillar  of  cloud  and  of  fire,  that  conduced  the 
Ifraelites  through  the  howling  wildemefs,  he  clearly 
points  out  the  way,  which  leads  through  the  diver- 
fified  fcenes  of  this  world,  to  the  land  of  everlafling 
uprighinjcfs.     That  he  might  be  fuch  a  leader  as  ouc 
circumftances  require,  he  puts  his  Spirit  within  us, 
and  caufes  to  walk  in  his  ftatutes,  to  keep  his  judge- 
ments, and  do  them — ^he  guides  us  into  all  truth. 
By  his  Divine  agency,  he  works  in  us  both  to  will 
and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure,  he  enlightens  our  un- 
derftandings  to  fee  the  road  wherein  we  ihould  go, 
and  orders  our  fteps  in  the  way  of  life. 

Jehovah  hath  alfo  given  his  righteous  Servant  for  a 
commander  to  the  people.  In  this,  as  in  every  other 
character,  he  poflefles  unrivalled  excellence  and 
glory  5  he  is  infinitely  wife,  righteous,  and  powerful, 
condefcending,  and  vidorious.  He  alfigns  to  every 
one  his  particular  ftation,  he  fumifhes  with  abilities 
fuited  to  their  employments,  he  dire^  their  feveral 
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movements,  be  points  out  their  dntj  '  and '  danger  ; 
be  gives  inftruAion,  relative  to  their  condudt  in  every 
capacity  and  fituation,  how  they  ought  to  behave 
toward  Inm,  toward  their  brethren  and  their  enemies  ; 
how  they  ought  to  acquit  themfeives  in  time  of 
'c(mA\€i^  and  in  feafons  of  tranquillity  ^  he  teache$ 
their  hands  to  fight  in  the  fpiritual  warfare;  he  Ihews 
them  how  to  manage  their  fpiritual  armour,  in  the 
circumftances  wherein  they  are  placed ;  he  goes  be- 
fore them  in  the  path  of  obedience,  in  the  way  of 
fuffering,  and  in  the  road  that  leads  to  final  conqaeft 
and  immortal  glory,  affording  the  moft  ample  encou- 
ragement to  fortitude  and  fidelity.  And,  to  prevent 
miftakes  refpedling  the  orders  he  hath  iflued,  he  gives 
an  underftanding  to  know,  and  ability  to  obey  his 
commands. — He  makes  liberal  provifion  for  the 
fafety  and  comfort  of  his  followers,  giving  them  not 
only  food  and  raiment  for  their  bodies,  but  the  bread 
of  life  and  the  garments  offalvation  for  their  fouls, 
ftrengthening  with  might  in  the  inner  man.  and 
fopplytng  with  help  in  every  time  of  need. — Befides, 
this  commander  does  what  no  other  can  do ;  he  van- 
qoilhes  all  the  enemies  of  his  people,  and  gives  them 
the  affiurance  of  complete  victory. — ^The  {afety  and 
faccefs  of  other  commanden,  depends  on  the  ftrength 
and  valour  of  their  troops  ;  whereas  then:  fafety  and 
fucce&  is  entirely  owing  to  him  who  gives  power  to 
the  faint,  and  to  them  who  have  no  might  increafeth 
ftrength. — Nor  is  this  all.  He  promifes  them  abun-« 
dant  recbmpence  fisr  th^ir  labour  of  love,  for  the  pa^ 
tience  of  hope,'  and  the  fevere  ftruggles  they  have 
had  with  their  fpiritual  foes.  To  the  faithful  he  will 
give  a  crown  of  life,  rightebufnels,  and  glory ;  and  to 
him  that  ovetcometh  he  will  grant  to  fit  with  him 
on  bis  throne,  even  as  be  overcame,  and  is  fet  down 
*  with  the  Father  on  his  throne  *.' 

To  thefe  important  offices  the  Meffiab  was  deftined 
in  the  decree  of  Jehovah ;  under  thefe  charaders  he 
was  exhibited  in  ancient  prophecy ;  and  in  the  fuU 
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nefs  of  time,  he  wm  aAually  given  to  the  nations  of 
the  world,  that  he  might  accomplifh  the  benevolent 
purpofes  we  have  been  confidering.  What  a  rich 
and  fuitable  donation !  How  ftrong  and  manifold 
the  obligations  we  are  brdught  under  to  believe  this 
IVitnefSfto  follow  this  Leader,  to  obey  this  Command* 
er,  who  is  the  Lord  of  lords,  the  beft  friend  of  man- 
kind, from  whom  we  have  received  the  mod  fubftan- 
tial  favours ;  the  compaffionate  Redeemer,  who  gave 
himfelf  a  ranfom  for  us,  and  refcued  us  from  deftruc* 
tion! 

5*  Behold,  thou  ihalt  call  a  nation  that  thou 
knoweft  not,  and  nations  that  knew  not  thee, 
fliall  run  unto  thee,  becaufe  of  the  Lord  thy 
Ck>d,  and  for  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael ;  for  he 
hath  glorified  thee. 

The  invitations  given  by  the  Meffiah  in  the  gofpel 
were  to  be  extended  to  diftant  kingdoms,  where  they 
were  to  be  attended  with  happy  fuccefs.  The  pre* 
didion  before  us  may  be  confidered  as  direded  to 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the  witnefs,  the  leader,  and  com- 
mander of  the  people,  who,  by  his  apoftles  and  mini- 
ilers  of  the  word,  calls  men  to  fellowflup  with  him  in 
virtue  and  glory.  The  joyful  found  of  this  call  was 
to  *  reach  unto  all  the  earth,  and  their  words  to  the 
^  ends  of  the  world  *.'  This  important  benefit, 
whereby  finners  of  mankind  are  efiedually  delivered 
from  ignorance^  fin,  and  mifery,  and  tranflated  into  a 
fiate  ol:  knowledge,  holiheis,  and  happinefs,  is  in 
Scripture  emphatically  denominated  *  vocation,  or 
^  calling/  Our  prophet  declares,  that  this  call  was  to 
be  given  to  a  nation  that  the  Meffiah  had  not  hither- 
to known.  This  circumftance  may  at  firft  fight  feem 
paradoxic]^,  but  properly  viewed,  is  eafily  explained. 
In  the  focfred  oracles,  God  is  faid  to  know  thofe  whom 
he  loves  and  approves  j-^  and  not  to  know  them  for 

whom 
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whom  he  does  not  mantfeft  peculiar  afre6tioii  and 
regard  *.  The  great  Redeemer,  whofe  eyes  do  fee, 
and  whc^e  eyelids  try  the  children  of  men.  who 
knoweth  all  things,  is  perfeAly  acquainted  with  the 
principles,  the  anions,  and  views  of  all  man- 
kind. Notwithftanding  he  is  here  affitmed  not  to 
know  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  whofe  condud  he 
did  not  approve,  with  whom  he  had  not  cultivated 
intimate  intercourfe,  and  on  whom  he  had  not  con- 
ferred any  diftinguifhing  marks  of  his  favour.  The 
Gentile  nations  are  certainly  intended  by  this  ex« 
prelCon,  who,  under  the  former  difpenfation,  did  not 
enjoy  the  light  of  Divine  revelation,  and  were  fuf« 
fered  to  walk  in  their  own  ways.  Tbefe  nations  were 
alio  to  be  among  the  called  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

jlttd  nations  thai  knew  not  tbee^  JbaM  run  unto  thee. 
Thofe  who  hitherto  had  been  deftitute  of  the  know« 
ledge  of  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift  whom  he 
hath  fent,  fitting  in  the  region  and  fliadow  of  death, 
unacquainted  with  the  perfe£Uon8,the  providence,  the 
word,  and  falvation  of  Jehovah.--' jft^  run  unto  thee. 
The  call  given  to  the  Gentiles  by  the  Meffiah  (hall 
not  be  in  vain.  Perceiving  the  imminent  danger  to 
which  they  were  expofed,  and  the  aftonifhing  grace 
of  the  Saviour,  publifhed  in  the  gofpel,  they  (hall 
have  recourfe  to  him  with  the  utmoft  promptitude 
and  alacrity.  They  (hall  run  to  him  for  fafety,  and 
flee  to  him  for  refuge,  as  the  only  hope  fet  before 
them,  that  they  may  obtain  the  remiflion  of  fins,  the 
promifed  Spirit,  and  eternal  inheritance.  To  this 
cheerful  compliance  with  the  Mefiiah's  invitation 
they  (hall  be  induced — Becaufe  of  the  Lord  thy  God^ 
who  is  plenteous  in  mercy,  and  ready  to  forgive ;  who 
by  his  powerful  grace  difpofes  them  to  refort  to  the 
alLfufficient  Redeemer  ;  who  adorns  his  people  with 
fpiritual  beauty,  enriches  them  with  glorious  privi- 
leges, and  continually  refides  among  them.  Jehovah 
13  tlenominated  the  God  of  his  righteous  Servant, 
ibafmuch  as  he  prepared  him  for  his  arduous  work — 

he 
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be  fent  him  forth  to  execute  it»  invefted  with  bis 
authority-»he  afforded  him  conftant  fupport  and 
defence — ^he  was  the  ultimate  end  he  kept  continually 
in  view— and  the  everiafting  portion  he  now  enioys. 
'^Andjor  the  holy  One  oj  Ijfrael,  who  manifefted  his 
confuaimate  purity  in  all  the  tranfkAions  he  had 
with  the .  pofterity  of  Jacob,  in  the  deliverances  he 
wrought  for  them,  in  the  laws  he  gave  them,  and  in 
the  privileges  with  which  they  were  honoured. 
Thefe  things  were  to  attradi  the  notice  and  admira- 
tion of  the  Gentile  nations,  and  to  prove  ftrong  in* 
ducements  to  engage  them  to  run  to  the  Mefiiah^  smd 
to  embrace  his  felvation. — For  be  baib  glorified  tbee^ 
by  railing  thee  triumphant  from  the  dead^  a  mighty 
conqueror  over  death  and  the  grave,  by  exalting 
thee  to  the  right  hand  of  the  Majefty  on  High,  and 
by  committing  into  thy  hands  all  power  in  heaven 
and  6n  earth.  To  intimate  the  perfect  certainty  of 
thefe  events,  which  were  to  be  confidered  as  resdTons 
why  the  Gentiles  Ihould  run  to  Jefus  Chrift  that  they 
might  be  ikved,  t]}ey  are  fpoken  of  in  the  prophetic 
ftyle  as  already  paft.-«In  confequence  of  this  predic- 
tion, we,  finners  of  the  Gentiles,  are  the  called  of 
Chrift  Jefus  to  his  eternal  kingdom  and  glory.  What 
returns  of  gratitude  and  obedience  are  due  to  him  for 
his  adorable  condefcenfion  and  diftinguifhtng  good-* 
nef&!  Let  us  then  walk  worthy  of  our  holy  and 
heavenly  vocation,  and  Ihew  forth  his  praiies  who 
hath  called  us  out  of  darknefs  into  his  marvellous 
light. 

6.  %  Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  be  may  be 
found,  call  ye  upon  him  while  he  is  near. 

Thefe  words,  which  are  clofely  conneded  with 
the  preceding  verfe,  urge  to  the  pradice  of  an 
imporant  duty,  and  point  out  the  leafon  wheiein 
it  ought  to  be  performed.  As  the  fame  exercife  is 
inculcated  in  both  parts  of  this  verfe,  I  ftiaU  explain 

and 
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and  illuftrstte  them  together.— -To 'T^^il  the  Lordis^ 
from  real  convidtion  of  indigence,  and  a  firm  perfua- 
fion  of  his  benignity  and  giace,  to  endeavour  dili- 
gently, in  the  ufe  of  prefcribed  means,  to  obtahi 
from  htm  the  precious  bleflings  he  hath  promifed 
to  beftow.  To  call  on  the  *  Lord  is,  from  a  juft  fenfe 
of  manifold  iieceflities,  and  his  readinefs  to  hear  the 
fupplications  of  the  needy,  eameftly  to  intreat  his 
gracious  interpofition  and  fuitable  communications 
of  mercy  and  deliverance.  Sometimes  the  expref- 
fion  is  ufed  more  extenfively,  to  4enote  in  general 
the  facred  homage  and  worfliip  that  is  given  to  the 
Moft  High.— More  particularly,  Tofeektbe  Lord  and 
to  caB  upon  bhUy  proceeds  from  heartfelt  convidioa 
of  human  depravity  and  guilt ;  that  we  have  loft  the 
image  of  God,  wherein  man's  higheft  glory  confided; 
that  we  have  forefeited  his  favour,  that  is  better  than 
life,  and  communion  with  him,  in  which  lies  our 
chief  happinefs;  and  that,  by  tranfgrefiion,  we  are 
obnoxious  to  his  dread  difpleafure.  Juft  apprehen-^ 
fions  that  this  is  indeed  our  fpiritual  ftate  excite  to 
fcek  the  Lord  with  fervency  and  importunity.  Nor 
is  it  le(s  requifite  to  the  right  performance  of  this 
duty,  that  we  be  firmly  perfuaded  that  the  Lord 
God,  merciful  and  gracious,  may  be  found  in  the 
way  he  hath  revealed  and  prefcribed.  No  man  will 
feek  what  he  knows  he  cannot  obtain,  nor  call  on 
him  by  whom  he  will  not  be  regarded.  Fully  fatif- 
fied,  that  though  our  lofles  are  great,  they  are  not 
irretrievable;  that  though  our  cafe  is  deplorable,  it  is 
not  hopelefs ;  that  God  is  ftill  to  be  found ;  that  we 
may  elcape  the  fatal  confequences  of  fin,  that  we 
may  be  reftored  to  his  refemblance  and  favour,  and 
re*admitted  into  communion  with  him,  the  Lord  God 
ought  to  be  called  upon  and  fought  with  the  whole 
heart.  In  the  diligent  ufe  of  the  means  inftituted 
for  this  end,  foUcitous  that  they  may  be  accompa- 
nied with  the  Divine  blefling,  we  ought  earneftly  to 
entreat  his  face  and  favour  above  all  things,  being 
siflbred  that  none  fhall  feek  him  in  vain. — ^The  feafon 

to 
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to  be  appropriated  to  this  exercife  is  fpecified  ia  tho. 
following  words : 

WbUe  be  may  be  founds  and  wbUe  be  is  near.  To 
every  thing  there  is  a  feafon,  and  a  time  to  every 
purpofe  under  heaven.  The  time  fpecified,  as  moft 
proper  for  the  performance  of  the  duty  here  recom- 
mended, may  comprehend  this  prefent  life,  whilft 
the  forbearance  and  long-fuSering  of  God  is  experien- 
ced— ^the  feafon  of  our  merciful  vifitation,  wherein 
God  waits  to  be  gracious,  and  requires  to  be  fought. 
-—More  efpecially,  the  period  in  which  we  enjoy  the 
gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God,  wherein  we  are  urged  to 
the  pradtice  of  the  duty  above  mentioned,  by  all 
thofe  weighty  arguments  that  can  move  the  fprings 
of  human  adions.  Proclamations  of  indemnity  for 
the  paft  are  iflued  to  all  who  will  thankfully  accept 
of  mercy— expoftularions  are  addreifed  to  tranfgreilbrs 
to  induce  them  to  throw  down  their  Weapons  of 
Tebeilion— invitarions  are  given  to  return  to  their 
duty  and  allegiance — ^the  reafonablenefs,  the  neceffi« 
ty,  and  the  advantages  refuldng.  from  compliance* 
and — the  terrible  confequences  of  obftinate  refufals, 
are  exhibited  in  ftrong  colours. — It  may  have  more 
particular  refped  to  the  feafon  wherein  God  is  pleafedL 
to  ftrive  with  us  by  his  bpirit,  reaching  convi&ion  to 
the  heart  of  fm  and  danger,  and  our  abfolute  need  of 
the  Saviour  and  his  falvation.  Some  of  you,  my 
hearers,  know  by  experience  the  truth  of  what  1  fay. 
Have  not  you  occafionally  found  ferious  impreflions 
made  on  your  minds,  of  the  immenfe  importance  of 
your  eternal  interefts.  '  If  thefe  are  effaced,  if  good 
motions  are  fupprefled,  if  kind  fuggeilions  are  ftif* 
fled,  if  gracious  operations  are  refitted,  and  you  ne- 
gled  to  call  upon  God,  you  let  flip  a  favourable 
opportunity  of  feeking  the  Lord,  who  is  then  near. 
Whereas,  by  improving  fuch  feafons,  you  may  hope 
that  he  will  be  found  of  you  to  your  prefent 
comfort  and  everlailing  joy.  For  the  Lord's  lake, 
for  your  own  fake,  engage  without  delay  in  this  im« 
portant  work,  to  wliich  you  are  often  invited  and 

amply 
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yniply  -exicouraged ;  aiid  perfevere  iil  it  until  yoiit 
labour  is  crowned  with  fuccefs; 

♦  7.  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the 
unrighteous  man  his  thoughts  :  and  let  him 
remrh  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  t^ill  have  mercy 
upon  him,  and  t6  our  .6od^  for  he  will  abun- 
dantly pardon; 

#  •  •  •      •  •     * 

Tranfj^flbrs  of  every  defcriptidri  are  invited  td 
repentance  and  return  to  Gdd,  by  the  mod  aninniuing 
motives.— ^The  call  is  particularly  addrefled  to  the 
wicked,  Whofe  liame,  in  the  Hebrew  laricjuage,  is  de- 
rived ffoni  a  word  that  fignifies  to  be  unquiet.  This 
defignation  well  agrees  with  the  turbulent  difpofitions 
for  which  people  of  this  chara£ker  are  often  re.iiark- 
able.  Unquiet  is  theit  name,  and  unqnietnefs  is 
with  them.  They  cannot  ceafe  from  fin,  wilich  ren- 
den  them  unftabli  and  fluduating,  and  oftimes  un* 
eafy  10  themfelves  &nd  troublefome  to  fdciety  lit 
contempt  of  God  and  his  authority,  they  are  reftlefs 
and  alBduous  in  the  pradice  of  iniquity.— it  is  ad^ 
drefled  alfo  to  the  unrighteous,  who  give  not  unto 
God  the  things  that  are  God^s,  nor  unto  men  the 
things  that  are  men's,  but  withhold  froiri  them  their 
juft  right,  and  that  which  properly  belongs  to  them-^ 
Who  refufe  to  fubmit  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God 
levealed  in  the  gofpel;  though  dellitute  of  the  rig^e- 
ou(hefs  demanded  by  the  law  of  God.  Tb  perfons 
of  thefe  charafters  the  word  of  falvation  is  fent.— 
Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  the  vicious  cojurfe  of 
life  wherein  he  hath  walked,  and  the  atrocious  tranC* 
greffions  that  he  hath  committed.  Let  him  abaridon 
his  way  of  contemning  the  wonhip  of  God,  of  pro- 
fiiBing  the  name  and  Sabbaths  of  tne  Lord,  and  of 
injuring  his  neighbours  in  their  peribns^  property, 
and  reputation.  Let  him  lay  aiide  thofe  corrupt  dif- 
pofitions  and  evil  habits,  wherein  he  hath  indulged, 

Vot.  IV.  A  a  to 
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to  which  he  TiMh  been  addi^d  by  Mttrral  coTifS^ 
tution,  by  external  fituation,  and  ftrong  temptation. 
The  words  do  not  merely  give  permiflSon  to  do  what 
is  required,  but  <:ontain  an  explicit  authoritative 
command  to  renounce  fubjedion  to  former  irtipetu- 
OU8  paflions,  ahd  to  defift  from  every  criminal  indul- 
gence or  purfuit. 

Let  the  unrighteous  manforfdke  bis  thoughts^  the  evil 
imaginations  he  hath  cheriihed,  the  bad  purpofes  he 
hath  formed,  and  the  unjuft  fentiments  he  hath 
adopted  tefpedting  the  perfections,  the  providence, 
the  word,  and  falvation  of  Jehovah.  Let  him  leave 
off  the  wrong  apprehenfidns  he  hath  entertained  re- 
fpedinghimfelf;  the  invidious  cenfures,  the  revengeful 
thoughts  he  hath  harboured  concerning  his  brethren 
of  mankind.  Thefe,  and  all  other  evil  thoughts 
whereby  his  mind  hath  been  occupied,  and  its  depra* 
Vity  increafed,  he  is  required  to  abandon,  that  he  may 
return  to  God  with  his  whole  heart.-^How  reafon* 
able,  how  juft  and  friendly,  the  requ^tion  which  de« 
mands  your  immediate  compliance.  Real  reforma- 
tion and  returning  to  God  commences  at  the  heart, 
every  deliberate  a^ion  arifes  from  fome  forethought^ 
which  forms  a  connexion  between  the  operations  of 
the  mind,  and  thofe  which  are  outward  and  vifible. 

And  kt  him  return  wUo  the  Lard.  There  is  a  re- 
turning; but  not  to  the  Moft  High,  which  oomes  far 
fhort  of  wliat  is  intended  by  this  exhortation.  Peo« 
pie  may  part  with  fome  iins,  wherein  they  have  in- 
dulged, becaufe  temptation  is  withdrawn  ;  they  may 
forfftke  certain  :gi<o&  fins,  whilft  they  retain  a^dlion 
for  others;  or  they  may  be  guilty  of  thofe  which  are 
not  commonly  cenfared  with  feverity,  fucfa  as  pride, 
earthly*nnndednefs,  and  felf^r^hteoulhefs,  wfailft 
they  avoid  fuch  as  are  more  generally  detefted  and 
execrated.  Such  a  partial  return  is  owing  not  to  the 
grace  of  God  changing  the  heart,  but  to  the  provi- 
dence of  God  altering  their  fituation,  and  is  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  wUch  is  here  required,  wherel]y  the 
wicked  and  unrighteous  return  to  the  Lord*    Deeply 

afibaed 
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dSt&ed  with  a  humbling  fiuife  of  their  lin  and  folly, 
like  the  prodigal^  mentioQed  in  the  panihle  by  jefus> 
Chrift»  they  arifc,  and  go  to  their  heavenly  Father^ 
with  the  becomii^ig  acknowledgment,  *  We  have  Gn^ 
*  ned  before  thee'— *  We  now  return  to  thee,  our  rights 
fulibvereign^that  heaceforth  wei  may  yield  dutiful  lub-. 
jedioo  to  thy  authority  and  difpofals-^and  to  our 
offended  Father,  requefting  tp  be  admitted  into  thy 
&mily«  and  to  enjoy  the  privileges  qf  thy  children^ 
Take  nway  all  iniquity,  ajod  receive  us  gracioufly, 
fo  will  we  render  to  tt^e  the  calves  of  our  hps.  Let 
all  our  thoughts^  purpofes,  and  a(^ns,  be  regulated 
by  thy  will,  and  direded  to  thy  glory.—To  induce 
compliance  with  this  gracious  invitation,  thefe  com* 
fortable  words  are  fubjoined : 

.4»d  be  wUi  have  m^cy  vpm  bi^.  Mifery  is  the 
proper  objedt  of  mercy,  and  fuppofes  its«  exiflbence  ia 
thofe  to  whom  it  is  extended.  Mifery  unobferved^ 
felt,  or  concealed,  like  a  fliadow  follows  the  trarilgref- 
for,  from  which  Divine  mercy  efTe&ually  delivers ;  it 
refcues  from  the  punifhment  fm  deferved;  it  quick- 
ens to  the  exercife  of  a  fpiritual  life;  it  begets  a 
lively  hope  of  an  incorruptible  inheritance,  through 
the  refurredion  of  Jefus  Chrift.  In  mercy  Jehovah 
grants  audience  and  anfwer  to  prayer;  he adminifters 
comfort  to  the  deje£ted,  and  reft  to  the  weary ;  he 
redeems  from  iniquity,  and  in  the  end  beftows  ever^ 
lading  Ufel  This  is  a  powerful  argument  to  engagd 
the  wicked  and  the  unrighteous  to  forfake  their  evil 
ways,  and  to  return  unto  God.  bomie  may  pervert 
this  truth  to  another,  and  to  a  bad  purpoie,  but  that 
is  not  its  proper  tendency.  Pardon  offered  to  a  re- 
bel, who  lays  down  the  weapons  of  rebellion,  and  re- 
turns to  allegiance  to  his  fovereign,  gives  no  encou- 
ragement to  continuance  in  afts  of  hoftility. — ^This  is 
not  all — ^The  Lord  God  will  abundantly  paraon,  or, 
as  the  Hebrew  words  denote,  he  will  multiply  to  for- 
give. Perfons  of  the  above  defcription,  reviewing 
the  number  and  atrocity  of  the  crimes  they  have 
committed^  might  be  apt  to  fink  into  defpondency, 

and 
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and  to  fay,  with  the  dejeded  Church  of  old,   •  Our 

*  hope  is  perilhed  frpm  thfe  Lord  *.^  Tp  encourage 
them  to  return  to  the  Lord,  they  are*  affured,  that  in 
great  mercy  he  rnultiplies  pardons  to  multiplied  ot 
fences ;  *  that  as  fin  hath  abounded,  grace  fliall  much 

•  more  abound  f/  Defpair  then,  of  the  mercy  of 
God,  is  po  lefs  dangerous  than  prefumption  that  it 
(hall  be  difpenfed  in  any  other  way  than  he  hath  de- 
clared. This  moving  confideration  fhotild  induce 
the  vicious  and  the  unjuft  to  forfake  their  fins,  and 
to  return  to  the  Lord,  from  whom  they  (hall  meet 
with  a  kindly  reception,  and  obtain  plenteous  re- 
demption. •  Yet  return  again  to  n^e^  faith  the 
Lord  J.r  •  .  r  - 

8.  IF  For  my  thoughts  are  nor  your  thoughts^ 
neither  are  your  ways  my  ways,  faith  the 
Lord  .     '    ^     "     ^      '        '^ 

Jehpvah  ai^rms  the  infinite  fuperiority  of  hia 
counfels  and  difpenfations  to  ti)e  apprehenuons  and 
su^ons  of  men.  His  thoughts  may  here  lignify  his 
purpofes  iand  dpfigns,  effedled  in  the  matchlefs  beau- 
ty and  order  of  the  univerfe,  in  the  operations  of 
Providence^— in  the  government  of  the  world— in 
the  revelation  of  bis  wiU-^in  the  law$  he  hath  enad- 
cd-— in  fhe  gofpel  he  hath  promulgated — ^in  the  gifts 
of  his  Son  and  Spirit  he  hath  beftowed — in  the  ordi* 

'  nances  he  hath  inftituted— -in  the  Church  he  hath 
eftablifhed— in  the  redemption,  converfion,  fandUfica- 
tion,  prefervatiop,  and  falvation  of  his. people— and 
in  all  the  works  that  he  hath  done.  God's  purpofes 
and  deiigns,  difcovered  in  thefe  manifold  operations, 
far  tranlcend  our  feeble  conceptions.  Steadily  con- 
template the  immenfe  wonders  which  they  exhibit, 
jind  then  fay,  doth  not  the  thoughts  of  Jehovah,  that 

*  are  fublime.  ^vife,  extenfive,  invariable,  infinitely  fur- 
.pafs  our  imperfed,  limited,  Quduating  appreheniions  ? 

— ^Tw9 
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r-Two  or  three  inftances,  adduced  from  Scripture, 
stay  <erve  to  illuftrate  and  confirm  this  truth.  No* 
thing  was  farther  from  the  intention  of  P^haraoh, 
king  of  Egypt,  in  detaining  the  Jfraelites  in  bondage, 
than  magnifying  the  name  of  God,  and  fulfilling  his ' 
purpofe;  yet  Jehovah  rendered  the  tyranny  and 
cruelty  of  that  proud  monarch  the  means  of  exe- 
cuting his  decrees,  and  oF  declaring  his  name  through- 
out all  the  earth.  By  appointing  the  enrolment  and 
taxation  of  his  fubjeds,  the  Roman  empe^ror,  Au- 
gustus Caeiar,  probably  had  no  other  view  than  afcer-' 
raining  the  number  of  his  people,  and  obtaining  ne-* 
eeflkry  fupplies  to  government;  whereas  the  Lord 
God  had  a  higher  end  to  accomplifii  by  that  decree, 
namely,  to  (hew  that  the  child  Jeibs  was  actually . 
bom,  according  to  prophecy,  in  the  town  of  Beth-' 
lehem.  The  chief  priefts,  the  fcribes,  and  the  rulers 
of  the  Jews,  feem  to  have  defignrd  nottiing  more  by 
the  crucifixion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  than  to  gratify  their 
malevolent  diipofition,  and  to  punifh  one  that  they 
imagined  was  guilty  of  blafphemy  and  fedition; 
whereas  God  meant,  by  that  execrable  deed,  to  de- 
monftn^e  the  enmity  of  men  at  true  goodnefs  and 
perfeA  innocence ;  to  fulfil  ancient  predidions  and 
types;  to ;nake  atonement  for  fin,  and  to  accompii(b 
the  redemption  of  his  Church.  What  a  great  dilpa- 
rity  between  the  thoughts  of  God  and  the  thoughts 
of  men ! 

Neitber  are  your  ways  my  ways^  fakb  tbe  Lord. 
His  ways  may  denote  the  diipenfations  of  his  piovi-« 
dence,  which  are  far  fuperior  to  the  limited  appre- 
henfions  of  mankind.  Human  wifdom  employs  the 
beil  means,  and  the  nu>fi  fuitable  inftruments^in  order 
to  attain  the  ends  it  hath  in  view  to  accompli(b ;  and 
after  much  deliberation,  having  taken  the  advice  of 
thofe  who  are  eminent  for  knowledge  and  prudence, 
adopts  thofe  meafures  which  item  moll  likely  to  be 
attended  with  fuccefs.  .  How  exceedingly  fuperior 
are  the  ways  ot  God  in  providence,  who  overtluows 
the  wiidom  of  the  wife,  and  brings  to  nought  the 

devices 
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devices  c^  the  prudent,  o£  which  many  memocable 
inftances  occur  in  the  facred  records*.  He  often  ufea 
the  moft  improbable  means,  and  moft  infignificant 
inftmments,  to  execute  the  mofi  ifloportant  purpofes* 
'  God  hath  chofen  the  foolifli  things  of  the  world  to 
'  confound  the  wife*  the  weak  things  of  the  world 
'  to  coofouad  the  things  that  are  mighty,  and  things 

*  which  are  defpifed  hath  God  chofen,  and  things 

*  which  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things  that  are  -^  .* 
««i-Great  alfo  is  the  diffimilitude  between  the  ways  q£ 
God^s  precepts  and  the  ways  of  men,  who»  in  their 
condud,  endeavour  to  make  vcHd  the  commands 
ments  of  God,  and  in  many  inftances  manifeft  a 
llrong .  oppofition  to  his  righteous  authority.  His 
judgments,  as  a  king  of  Ifrael  obferved,  are  far  above 
out  of  fight  %.  Though  in  moft  inftances  theiif 
equity  and  utility  may  be  acknowledged,  ftill  they 
greatly  exceed,  in  excellence,  purity,  importacice, 
and  fuitabienefs^  whatever  human  fagacity  could 
have  devifed.  Of  this  fort  are  humility  in  1^ 
bigheft  elevation,  felf-denial,  bearing  the  cro&,  ren- 
dering good  for  evil,  forgivenefs  of  injuries,  and  abfti^ 
ttence  from  revenge.— The  ways  of  God  in  the  fak 
vation  of  the  Church  far  tranfcend  any  thing  that 
could  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man.  How 
wopderful  in  our  eyes  is  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of 
God,  the  union  of  the  Divine  and  huro«n  nature  in 
his  perfon,  his  appearance  in  the  likenefs  of  fin^ 
ful  fieih,  ib  that  he  was  confidered  and  treated 
as  a  finner!  How  aftonifliing  is  the  fubftitution 
of  this  innocent  and  holy  One  in  place  of  the 
guilty,  that  he  might  eifed  their  redemption ;  that 
for  this  purpofe  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him,  to 
put  him  to  (hame,  and  to  deliver  him  to  the  death  for 
us  alWThat  in  confequence  of  this  marvellous  con* 
ftitution,  finners  of  mankind,  by  faith  in  the  Re« 
deemer,  Ihould  be  juflified  and  favedj  that  God, 
who  diftributes  favours  and  puniihmenta  with  perfedl 

•      equity, 

*  Gen.  xi.  j.  if/ep  ^  2  Stm*  I?, 
f  I  Cor.  L  27*  ii/fg*  ^  tUL  ^  5* 
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eqmty,  Ihould  confer  upon  any  of  them  the  forgive- 
ncfe  of  fins,  and  the  enjoyment  of  his  loving-kindnefs! 
How  infinitely  fuperior  to  our  feeble  apprehenfioiis 
arc  the  ways  of  God,  in  tranflating  men  from  dark« 
iiefs  to  light,  by  the  renovating  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  ;  whereby  they  are  made  partakers  of  the  fel- 
vation  rf  his  Son,  brought  to  refcmble  <Jod,  and  are 
prepared  for  his  enjoyment  —How  very  high  are 
thefe  thoughta  and  ways  of  Jehovah  above  our 
Noughts  and  ways ! 

9.  For  as  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the 
earthy  fb  are  my  ways  higher  than  your  ways, 
and  my  -thoiights  than  your  thoughts. 

To  tUoftiate  and  amplify  the  fabjod,  to  place  it 
in  a  clearer  and  more  conipicuous  point  of  view,  a 
comparifon  is  ftated,  wherein  is  united  liiblimity  and 
beauty,  and  which,  for  fplendor  and  magnificence,' 
cannot  be  ^aceeded.  Whilft  the  fimKtude  affifts 
the  tnind  in  contemplating  the  truth  it  is  inteiidcMl 
to  elucidate^  it  imprefles  the  idea,  that  £ach  is  its 
immenfe  magnitude,  that  it  far  exceeds  the  moft 
elevated  conceptions.  Liooking  up  to  the  ftarry 
heavens,  beyond  which  human  fight,  with  its  beft 
contrived  affiftances,  cannot  penetrate,  we  furvey 
and  admire  the  immenfe  altitude  of  the  celeftial 
orbs  above  this  earth,  we  obferve  them  encircling, 
enfigfatening,  kcA  refreihing  our  habitation.  In 
them,  as  in  a  glafs,  we  behold  the  immeafurable 
height,  the  boundlefs  extent,  and  falutary  influence 
of  die  mercy  of  Jehovah,  which  infinitely  tranfcends 
our  feeble  apprehertfions,  and  reaches  fiir  beyond 
the  moft  exalted  thoughts  of  which  the  human  mind 
is  capaUe.  In  them  we  fee  an  inftrudive  emblem 
of  the  vaft  fuperiority  of  the  thoughts  and  wajrs 
of  God  above  our  thoughts  and  ways,  which  ought 
to  excite  the  higheft  admiration  of  his  glorious 
txcellencies,  and  to  engage  us  to  worfbij)  him  with 

profound 
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profound  humility,  whofe  ways  are  pafl:  finding  out^ 
I  conclude  this  article  in  the  wprds  of  Solomon  *, 

*  A  man  cannot  find  out  the  work  thnt  is  done  under 
^  the  fun;  bccaufe,  though  a  man  labour  to  feek  it 

•  out,  yet  he  Ihall  not  find  it;  yea  further,  though  a 

*  wife  n^an  think  to  know  it,  yet  (hall  he  not  be  able 

•  to  find  it.' — Beware  then,  brethren*  of  prefuming 
to  cenfure  the  difpenfations  of  Providence,  or  the 
revelations  of  his  grace.  Take  heed,  left  you  mur* 
mur  at  the  ftations  he  hath  allotted  you,  left  you 
quarrel  with  the  reditude  of  his  laws  and  inftitutions, 
left  you  rejed  the  offers  of  his  gofpel,  or  prefs  its 
doctrines  into  the  fervice  of  fin,  and  pervert  themi 
to  your  own  deftrudion.  Say  not,  becaufe  God  is 
merciful,  you  may  indulge  in  the  pradice  of  iniquity; 
but  improve  the  comfortable  truth  we  have  been 
confidering,  as  a  powerful  argument  to  engage  you  to 
return  to  God,  if  fo  be  that  he  may  have  mercy  oq 
you  that  you  perifti  not. 

lo.  For  as  the  rain  cometh  down,  and  the 
Ihow  from  heaven,  and  retumeth  not  thither, 
but  watereth  the  earth,  and  maketh  it  bring 
forth  and  bud,  that  it  may  give  feed  to  the 
fower,  and  bread  to  the  eater. 

« 

The  divine  efficacy  attending  the  word  of  God  iS: 
illufi  rated  by  a  beautiful  fimilitude,  taken  from 
natural  objeds  that  come  under  human  obfervation. 
The  rain  and  the  fnow  (whatever  be  their  natural 
caufes)  do  not  fall  merely  by  accident,  but  by  the 
appointment  of  the  Lord  God,  who  claims  this  as  his 
peculiar  prerogative,  that  he  caufes  rain  and  gives 
ibowers  from  heaven  f .  According  to  his  fovereign 
pleafure,  he  fixes  the  time,  the  place,  the  quantity, 
and  the  continuance  of  them,  fo  as  to  effed  the  pur-. 
pofes  he  hath  in.  view  to  accompUfh.  He  fends 
them  forth  out  of  his  treafures,  not  only  to  give. 

evidence 

♦  Ecd.  yiiu  17.  f  Jer.  xif.  22» 
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cTidence  of  his  goodnefs^  and  to  difplay  his  over- 
Tilling  Providence,  but  to  water  and  frudtify  the 
earth,  that  its  inhabitants,  who  are  fupported  by  the 
fraits  of  the  ground,  may  be  fupplied  with  abun- 
dant fuitable  provifion — and  that  the  hu(bandman, 
who  cultivates  the  fidds,  may  have' feed  wherewith 
to  fow,  in  due  feafon,  the  lands  which  he  occupies, 
in  the  profpedt  of  receiving  a  plentiful  crop  in  the 
next  harveft.  The  words,  in  which  this  comparifon  is 
ftated,  are  fo  plain,  as  not  to  require  farther  expofi- 
tion. 

II.  So  fhall  my  word  be  that  goeth  forth 
out  of  my  mouth :  it  fhall  not  return  unto  me 
void,  but  it  fhall  accomplifh  that  which  I 
pleafe,  and  it  fhall  profper  in  the  thing  whereto 
Ifentit. 

The  rain  and  the  fhow,  which  come  down  from 
heaven,  exhibit  a  graceful  emblem  of  the  falutary 
doftrine  contained  in  the  fcriptures,  that  proceeds 
from  the  Father  of  lights,  the  giver  of  every  good 
and  perfed  gift.  Like  the  rain,  which  foftens,  re- 
frelhes,  and  frudifies  the  earth,  the  word  of  God 
mollifies  and  makes  foft  the  hearts  on  which  it  falls  ; 
it  renovates  them,  it  promotes  fpiritual  growth  and 
fertility,  and  caufes  them  to  become  pleafant  and 
fhiitfiiL  Wherever  it  comes  with  Divine  efficacy, 
and  receiveth  bleffing  from  God,  it  reaches  the  heart 
and  confcience,  and  prevents  them  from  being  bar- 
ren and  unfruitful  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Tefus  Chrift.  This  beautiful  image  conveys 
a  juft  idea  of  thofe  beneficial,  blefled  efieds,  pro* 
duced  by  the  word  of  God,  when  it  drops  as  the 
nun,  when  bis  doctrine  diftils  as  the  dew,  as  the 
iinall  rain  upon  the  tender  herb,  and  as  (howers  upon 
thegrafs*.  Still,  however,  this  fimilitude  comes 
ihort  of  what  it  is  defigned  to  illuftrate,  for  the  facred 

Vol.  IV.  B  b  truth 

*  Deut  xxxii.  1. 
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truth  that  proceeds  from  Jehovah  produces  fuch  a 
fpiritual  change  in  the  minds  of  men,  as  neither  raiil 
xu>r  fnow  can  efiedt  on  the  face  of  the  earth.     It 
changes  the  nature  of  the  foil,  it  transforms   them 
into  a  ftate  refembling  good  ground,  it  kills  at  the 
root  thofe  hurtful  lufts,  which  would  choke  the  good 
feed,  and  hinder  its  growth  and  fruitfulnefs.-.^The 
word  here  intended  is  faid  to  go  forth  out  of  God'a 
mouth.    Though  delivered  by  men  of  like  paffiona 
with  ourfelves,  it  is  declared  to  be  the  word  of  God, 
becaufe  it  was  fpokcn  and  written  by  holy  men,  as 
they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Spirit ;  becaufe  it  bears 
the  impreflion  of  his  authority,  and  fliquld  be  re- 
ceived, as  it  i3  indeed  the  word  of  God-    Ungodly 
people  may  endeavour  to  render  it  of  none  effect,  hy 
rcjedKng,  difobeying,  and  contemning  it;    but  their 
cnminal  condud  ftiall  not  fruftrate,  but  (hall  verify 
what  is  here  faid.     Explicit  affurance  is  given  by 
Jehovah  himfelf,  that  it  Ihall  not  return  to  him  void, 
deftitute  of  thofe  important  effedls  it  is  given  to  pro- 
duce.    If  it  do  not  meliorate,  it  will  harden;    if  it 
does  not  prove  the  favour  of  life  unto  life,  it  will  be- 
come the  favour  of  death  unto  death. 

Butjball  accompli fb  that  which  I  fleafe,  &c.  What 
is  the  good  pleaiuie  of  God  refpedting  bis  word,  and 
for  what  purpofes  doth  he  fend  it  ?  The  things 
which  chiefly  pleafe  him,  and  the  ends  for  which  he 
fends  it,  are  fuch  as  thefe— To  convince  men  of  their 
iin  and  mifery,  to  make  them  fenfible  of  the  de- 
ceitfulnefs  and  wickednefs  of  their  hearts,  of  theic 
manifold  tranfgrefiions,  whereby  they  have  violated 
his  law  and  incurred  his  dread  difpleafure,  and,  by 
confequence,  of  their  need  of  pardon  of  fin,  and  the 
renovation  of  their  natures.— To  acquaint  them  with 
the  all-fuificient  Saviour  he  hath  provided,  and  the 
.  great  falvation  he  hath  obtained,  that  they  may  be 
induced  to  have  recourfe  to  him,  that  they  may  par- 
ticipate in  his  redemption,  and  receive  every  bleffing 
necrflary  to  fupply  their  wants — To  convert  them 
from  the  error  of  their  ways  unto  the  wifdom  of  the 

juft. 
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juft«  and  to  be  the  meam  of  tranflating  them,  from 
darknefs  to  light,  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  Qod, 
that  they  may  receive  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  and  in- 
heritance among  them  th^t  ate  fan£lified«r^  To  in- 
ftru6t  them  in  their  duty  and  deflination,  to  direA 
them  in  the  way  wherein  they  ought  to  walk,  and 
refpeding  the  hopes  they  ought  to  entertain. — To 
confole  them  undet  the  Calamities  of  life,  by  affu- 
ranees  to  the  upright,  that  the  Lord  God  will  help 
under  infirmities,  fupport  under  diftrcfles,  that  he 
will  never  leave  nor  forfake,  that  all  things  ihaU 
Work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  him. 

Such  are  th^  falutary  effects,  for  the  adcomptilh-' 
ing  6f  whicih  the  word  of  Jehovah  ihall  profper.  Ic 
tnay  fall  on  fome,  whofe  hearts  in  hardnefs  reiembls 
the  wayfide  j  on  others,  who  may  be  obdurate  like 
ftony  places;  on  fome,  where  it  may  be  choked  by  the 
thorny  cares  of  the  world ;  bat  it  (hall  alfo  fsAl  on 
others,  who,  like  good  ground,  (hall  bring  forth  the 
frtiits  of  righteoufnefs,  which  are,  by  Jefus  Ghrift,  t& 
the  praife  of  God.  In  every  age,  the  efficacy  of  the 
word  of  truth,  accompanied  with  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  hath  been  experienced.  How  glorious  and  ex-^ 
tenfive  were  the  fruits  it  produced  at  the  time  of  Pen*- 
tecoft,  and  in  periods  that  immediately  followed!  In 
thefe  laft  days,  and  even  in  this  afj^mbly^  1  hopd 
there  are  not  a  few  who  have  felt  it  to  be  the  power  of 
God  unto  falvation.  When  your  hearts  were  hard, 
this  was  the  hammer  that  broke  them ;  when  cold, 
this  was  the  fire  that  diflblved  them  ;  when  obftinate^ 
this  was  the  power  that  fubdued  them ;  when  dif<« 
eafed,  this  was  the  medicine  that  healed  themj 
when  feeble^  this  was  the  cordial  that  revived  them. 
No  inftrument  can  adl  but  by  his  agency  who  ufes  it : 
Paul  might  plant,  by  diflemyiating  the  do<5lrrne  of 
thegofpelj  ApoUos  might  water  by  his  perituriive 
eloquence ;  after  all,  God  only  can  give  the  incr«^afe. 
Deeply  imprefled  with  this  truth,  earneftly  pray 
that  God  may  render  his  word  efieftual,  for  accom* 

plilhing 
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plUhiQg  to  ydu  the  important  ends  for  which  it  it 
fent. 

1 2.  For  ye  (hall  go  out  with  joy,  and  be 
led  forth  with  peace  :  the  mountains  and  the 
hills  fhall  break  forth  before  you  into  (inging, 
and  all  the  trees  of  the  field  (hall  clap  tbcir 
hands. 

Beholding  in  fpirit  the  apoftles,  the  evangelifts,  and 
their  fellow«^labourers  in  the  work  of  the  gofpel,  going 
forth  to  execute  their  miffion  among  the  Gentile 
nationsi  our  prophet  foretels,  that  they  were  to  engage 
in  their  work  with  alacrity^  and  to  perform  it  with 
pleiafure  and  gladnefs  of  heart.— -He  delineates,  in 
ftrong  colours,  the  happy  eflfeds  which  were  to  ac« 
company  the  miniilry  of  the  word,  in  the  contem- 
plation whereof  the  whole  creation  is  reprefented  at 
breaking  forth  into  joy  and  praife,  to  celebrate  itt 
glorious  triumphs.  The  Jews  having  rejeded  the 
Saviour,  put  away  from  them  the  word  of  God,  and 
judged  tbemfelves  unworthy  of  everlafting  life,  the 
minifters  of  the  gofpel  turned  to  the  Gentiles,  who 
were  glad,  and  glorified  the  word  of  the  Lord  ^. 
Happy  in  the  honourable  employment  affigned 
them,  thefe  good  men  went  forth  under  the  conduA 
of  the  Captain  of  Salvation,  animated  by  the  fpirit  of 
truth  and  love,  to  carry  the  Divine  lamp  of  the  gd^ 
pel  to  thofe  who  were  fitting  in  darknefs — to  publifh 
the  meffiige  of  peace  and  reconciliation,  and  to  pro« 
mulgate  tidings  of  great  joy  to  thofe  among  whom 
they  itinerated.  Commilfioned  to  preach  peace  to 
them  that  were  afar  oflf,  no  wonder  that  they  them« 
felyes  exulted  and  triumphed,  and  that  thofe  to 
whoin  they  were  fent,  received  them  with  gratitude 
and  gladnefs.  Confult  the  Ads  of  the  Apoftles,  read 
with  attention  the  epiftles  of  Paul,  and  you  may  be 
fully  fatisfied  refpedting  the  fulfilment  of  this  pre- 
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didioOp  whicli  in  fucceeding  ages,  hath  been  further 
accompliihed.  Not  only  at  Theflklonica,  but  in 
many  other  places,  hath  the  gofpel  come  to  men« 
not  in  word  only,  but  in  power,  and  with  joy  of  the 
Hcdy  Ghoft,  fo  that  they  have  become  followers 
of  die  Lord,  and  their  faith  Godward  hath  fpread 
abroad. 

Tbe  mountains  and  the  bills  /ball  break  fortb^  &c. 
In  tbefe  bold  and  beautiful  (brains  doth  Ifaiah  predidfc 
the  felicity  and  joy  which  was  to  refult  from  the 
miniftry  of  the  word  of  God  among  the  heathen. 
Had  the  mountains,  the  hills,  and  the  trees,  been  ca- 
pable of  teftifying  gladnefs,  they  would  have  burft 
forth  into  fongs  of  praife,  at  the  peaceful  tidings 
which  Jehovah  was  pleafed  to  publifh  by  his  fervants 
unto  all  people.  If  the  expreffion  be  underftood  in 
its  figurative  fenfe,  it  denotes,  that  thofe  kingdoms 
smd  ftates,  thofe  princes  and  great  men,  to  whom  the 
Word  of  God  was  preached,  were  to  receive  its  mini«. 
fiers  with  cordial  affedion,  and  to  fignify  their  felicity 
and  gratitude  on  this  defirable  event.  Reproaches, 
dangers,  and  afflidions,  even  death  itfelf  in  all  its 
horrors,  could  not  difturb  the  joyful  fenfations,  and 
facred  tranquillity  of  mind,  poflefled  by  our  Lord's 
fervants  in  the  gofpel.  This  remark  was  nobly  ex- 
emplified in  the  apoftle  Paul,  in  his  fon  Titus,  and  is 
in  fome  meafure  verified  in  thofe  who  are  heartily 
engaged  in  the  fame  bleffed  work  with  them.  And 
as  for  thofe  to  whom  the  gofpel  comes  with  power, 
the  roddage  was  heard  with  joy  by  all  who  believed 
it :  hence  it  is  recorded  in  the  Ads  of  tbe  Apoftles, 
that  there  was  great  joy  in  their  cities  *.  By  you, 
jny  friends,  it  (hould  be  received,  not  only  with  faith 
and  love,  but  with  pleafure,  and  thankfgi^ving  to  him 
who  hath  vouchfafed  to  grant  you  this  ineftimable 
benefit,  and  improved  with  a  view  to  the  future  ac* 
count  you  muft  render  to  him  that  judgeth  righte* 
oufly. 

13.  Inflcad 

^  Chap.  TiiL  8. 
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13.  Inftcad  of  the  thorn  (hall  come  up  the 
fir-tree,  and  inft^d  of  the  brier  (hall  come  up 
the  myrtle-tree :  and  it  fhall  be  to  the  Lord 
for  a  name,  for  an  everlafling  fign  that  ihall 
not  be  cut  off. 

1 

The  wonderful  efleds  produced  by  the  word  of 
God,  attended  with  Divine  power,  are  here  defcribed 
in  beautiful  figurative  language.  The  defert  of  the 
Gentiles  having  been  watered  by  the  word  of  God^ 
the  mod  furprifing,  delightful  change,  was  to  take 
place ;  the  wilderncfs  was  to  be  converted  into  a  per- 
fe£l  paradife,  to  the  praife  and  glory  of  God.  The 
thorn  and  the  brier  are  too  well  known  to  need  a  par- 
ticular defcription.  They  are  prickly  fhrubs,  that 
cannot  fafely  be  meddled  with ;  for  mod  part  they 
are  hurtful,  and  mar  the  fruitfulnefs  of  the  ground^ 
being  ufeful  only  for  fences  and  fuel.  They  exhibit 
a  fignificant  emblem  of  bad,  mifchievous  people,  who 
are  dangerous  to  fociety,  who  entangle  and  hurt  good 
men,  by  various  means  impeding  their  growth  and 
ufefulnefs,  though  fometimes  employed  by  Provi- 
dence to  proted  the.  godly ;  and  when  cut  down^ 
they  are  cift  into  hell  fire. — The  fir-tree  is  remark-^ 
able  for  height  and  good  appearance,  for  the  number 
and  clofenefs  of  its  branches,  for  the  excejilence  of  its 
timber  and  continual  verdure.  On  thefe,  and  other 
accoimts,  it  affords  a  fignificant  reprefentation  of  one 
who  is  diftinguifhed  for  eminent  attainments  in  Chrifi» 
tianity,  for  manifold  graces  and  virtues,  for  whatlb- 
e.ver  things  are  lovely  and  of  good  report,  and  for 
real  worth  and  excellence. — ^The  myrtle-trcc^  of 
which  there  are  various  kinds,  is  a  comely  fragrant 
evergreen,  that  yields  a  kind  of  fruit  which  is  faid  to 
refemble  an  olive,  and  may  reprefent  fuch  as  poflefa 
fpiritual  beauty,  who  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  righte- 
ouinefs,  and  diffufe  around  them  the  fweet  favour  of 
the  knowledge  of  Chrifi.    The  meaning,  then,  of  the 

prediction 
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prediction  before  us  is  (hortly  thisi  that  the  V90Td  of 
God,  being  accompanied  with  power  from  on  high, 
(hall  effed  9  change  in  the  temper  and  condudl  of 
men,  like  that  which  would  take  place  in  nature 
was  the  thorn  removed*  and  a  (lately  fir-tree  put  in 
its  room ;  was  a  brier  taken  away,  and  an  odoriferous 
myrtle  fubftituted  in.  its  place.  Inftead  of  thofe 
who  were  nocuous  and  troublefome,  Ihail  arife  fuch  as 
are  valuable  and  ufeful ;  inftead  of  fierce,  malicious, 
^revengeful  people,  who  were  the  pefts  of  fociety, 
(hall  appear  thofe  who  are  gentle,  courteous,  and  hu«i 
mane.  Inftead  of  thofe  who  were  fpiteful  and  ma- 
lignant, (hall  come  up  thofe  who  dwell  together  in 
unity,  and  who,  being  fruitful  in  good  work's,  prove 
blelSngs  to  them  among  whom  they  refide. — Such 
is  the  happy  change  here  foretold  to  be  eftedted  by 
the  word  or  God  in  them  that  believe,  fuch  is  the 
falutary  operation  and  joyful  confequence  of  the 
gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God. 

J&rf  U  JhaU  be  to  the  Lord  for  a  name^  &c.  The 
above-defcribed  wonderful  alteration,  which  gives 
an  illuftrious  difplay  of  the  efficacy  of  Divine  truth 
and  grace,  fhall  infinitely  redound  to  the  honour  and 
glory  of  Jehovah.  Comparing  the  former  with  the 
prefent  temper  and  condud  of  thofe  who  have  be- 
come confpicuoqs  for  faith  and  holinefs,  for  every 
amiable  grace  and  virtue,  people  (hall  be  obliged  to 
acknowledge,  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  hath  done 
this,  and  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  the  great  author 
of  this  remarkable  change,  which  is  a  perpetual  me- 
morial of  his  mercy,  power,  and  faithfulnefs. — For 
an  cverlajling  Jign^  &c.  Thefe  words  feem  to  allude 
to  the  pradice  of  raifing  monuments  to  the  honour 
of  pcrfons  of  great  celebrity,  who  have  been  the  pa- 
trons and  benefadors  of  their  country,  with  a  view  to 
prcfcrve  in  remembrance  the  good  exploits  they  have 
performed.  Every  one  that  is  bom  of  God  and 
made  partaker  of  his  holinefs,  is  a  living  monument 
of  the  kindnefs  and  grace  of  Jehovah,  on  which  his 
same  is  infcribed,  and  on  account  of  which  he  ihall 

be 


I 
/ 


200  LECTURES  on  the       Chaf.  LV. 

be  for  ever  honoured  and  magnified.  Wbilft  the 
monuments  ereded  by  men  are  deftroyed  by  the  hand 
of  violence,  or  perifh  in  the  ruins  of  time,  this  fign, 
exhibited  by  divine  omnipotence,  {hall  remain  unim- 
paired throughout  all  ages  in  its  priftine  excellence, 
juftly  admired  and  extolled.  We  therefore  conclude, 
in  the  ivords  of  a  trtily  fublime  Poet,  after  having 
contemplated  the  difpenfations  of  Providence  toward 
his  Church,  •  Thy  name,  O  liord,  endureth  for  ever, 
'  thy  memorial,  O  Iiord,  throughout  all  genera- 
f  jions  ♦.• 


^  PTal.  qppxT.  I3< 
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PREUMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 


IN  that  portion  of  the  prophetical  difcourfe  con* 
tained  in  this  chapter,  addrefled  efpeciaiiy  to  the 
Church  under  the  New  Teftament  difpenfation,  they 
are  ioftruded  that  the  promifes  and  the  commands 
of  God  are  of  equal  extent ;  that  thofe  who  obferve 
the  laws  (hall  have  right  to  the  privileges  of  the 
gofpeL'  Our  prophet,  having  defcribed  the  benefits 
to  be  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  God  under  the  new 
ceconomy  of  grace,  proceeds,  by  Divine  conduft,  to 
ftate  the  duties  required  of  thofe  who  expedt  to  be 
favoured  with  the  prerogatives  belonging  to  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  who  may  hope  to  enjoy  their 

continuance,  verfe  i. He  then  celebrates  the  fell- . 

city  of  the  man  who  diligently  applies  his  mind  to 
the  pradlice  of  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs,  and  who 
endeavours  to  perform  them  with  fidelity  and  dili- 
gence, ver.  a He  (hews  that  every  one.  whatever 

be  his  external  circumftances,  may  appropriate  to 
himfelf  the  fignal  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  fer- 
vants  of  God,  which  were  to  be  extended  to  perfons 
of  every  defcription,  in  all  the  nations  of  the  earth, 

ver.  3. — 7. He  foretelsthat  the  Lord  God  was  to 

colledt  into  the  communion  of  his  Church,  not  only 
the  difperfed  of  Ifrael,  but  to  call  into  their  fellowlhip 

many  firom  among  the  Gentiles,  ver.  8, After 

which  he  exhibits  a  moving  picture  of  the  Church  thus 
enlarged,  degenerating  into  a  corrupt  ftate,  through 
the  floth,  negligence,  avarice,  and  luxury  of  their 
overfcers  and  rulers,  ver  9.  etfeq. 

Vol.  IV.  C  c  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    LVI, 

THUS  faith  the  Lord,  Keep  ye  judgment, 
and  do  juftice:  for  my  falvation  is  near 
to  come,  and  my  righteoufnefs  to  be  revealed, 

This  feftion  of  our  prophet's  difcourfe  commences 
^ith  an  exhortation  to  maintain  the  exercifes  of  right- 
eoufnefs and  equity,  which  is  enforced  by  two  power- 
ful motives.     Well  knowing  the  averfion  of  man- 
kind  to  the  pradlice  of  many  p^rts  of  their  duty,  and 
the  cold  reception  they  are  apt  to  give  to  fuch 
dirtrdlions  as  are  contained  in  this  verfe,  he  introduce^ 
them   with  the  greateft    folemnity,    he    urges    to 
obedience  by   the   fupreme  authority   of  Jehovah, 
and    the   manifold  obligations   which   his  peculiar 
people  lie  under  to  him,  for  the  revelation  of  his 
grace  — A>f/>  ye  judgment,  and  do  juftice.     Judgment 
and  juftice  are  often  mentioned  together  in  the  holy 
Scriptures,  and  cannot  indeed  be  feparated  in  good 
pradice.     The  former   may  relate  chiefly   tp   the 
underftanding  and  confcience,  the  latter  to  the  re^i- 
tude  and  integrity  of  conduft,  both  of  ^  hich  (hould 
be  regulated  by  the  law  of  the  Lord,  whilft  the  one 
ferves  to  illuftrate  and   explain   the  other.     Both 
exprefiions,  which  arc  of  fimilar  import,  ftrongly 
recommend  facred  regard  to  righteoufnefs  in  every 
tranfaflion,    the    utmoll  folicitude  to   follow    that 
which  is  altogether  juft,  and  tp  render  to  every  one 
his  due.     They  demand  uniform  perfevering  rcfpeft 
to'  the  golden  rule,  prefcribed  by  Jefus  Chrift  in  thefe 
memorable  words,  •  Whatever  ye  would  that  men 

•  fhould  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  fo  to  them ;  for  this  is 

*  the  law  and  the  prophets.*  This  is  frequently  incul- 
cated in  each  of  thefe  wirtings,  it  is  the  fuim  of  what 
they  te-rxh  relative  to  the  reciprocal  good  offices  that 
men  owe  one  to  another,  it  is  one  great  defign  of  the 

inftrudions 
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inftriKflions  and  precepts  in  both  thefe  parts  ^  Divine 
revelation.  The  precept  requires  affidoous  endea- 
vours to  avoid  whatfoever  might  encroach  on  the 
facred  rights  of  judgment,  or  pifove  injurious  to 
equity,  and  to  perform  every  focial  virtue,  fuch  as 
bfotherly-kindncfs,  forgivenefs,  mercy,  ahd  benefi* 
ccnce— That  abftatning  from  every  fpecies  of  fraud, 
deceit,  and  oppreffion^  we  carefully  cultivate  the  prae^ 
tice  of  bU  goodnefs,  righteoufnefs,  and  truth,  with  a 
firidi  regard  to  probity  and  juftice. 

The  learned  Vitringa  and  fome  oth^r  commenta* 
tors  are  of  opinion,  that  the  words  Under  confidera- 
tion  ought  not  to  be  reftridted  to  the  duties  that 
people  owe  to  their  neighbours,  but  ihould  be  confi- 
dered  as  comprehending  the  whole  doftrine  delivered 
bjr  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  apoftks,  which  is  perfedly 
juft  and  true,  and  the  rule  whereby  judgment  re- 
fpeding  God  and  his  falvation  ought  to  be  formed-— 
as  comprifing,  what  is  afterward  mentioned  in  this 
chapter,  keeping  the  Sabbath,  refraining  from  evil, 
choofing  the  things  that  pleafe  the  Lord,  taking  hold 
of  bis  covwiant,  loving  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and 
being  his  fervants.  In  this  extenfive  fenfe,  the  ex*- 
hortation  imports,  that  the  dodlrines  and  precepts  of 
the  gofpel  ought  to  be  carefully  preferved  pure  and 
entire,  as  a  valuable  treafure  committed  to  the 
Church,  for  the  improvement  of  which  they  are  re* 
fponfible  to  its  blefled  Author-*—!  hat  they  fliould  be 
believed  with  the  heart,  eonfefled  with  the  mouth; 
and  un&fbrmly  obeyed  throughout  the  whole  of  life. — - 
Let  us,  who  profefs  to  be  the  difciples  of  the  holy  and 
juft  Une,  walk  honeftly  as  in  the  day,  and  endeavour, 
by  the  exercifes  herie  enjoined,  to  demonftrate  thd 
fineerity  of  our  feith  in  Jfefus  Ghrift,  and  to  remove 
thofe  obftru^ons  that  might  hinder  renewed  com- 
municatioQs  of  Divine  mercy  and  grace — CompK- 
ance  with  this  diredion,  is  urged  by  two  confi-i 
derations : 

ift,  My/ahaihn  if  near  ta  came^  &c.    Jefos  Ghrift^ 
the  promiied  Meffiah,  may  be  here  meant,  who  is 

emphatically 
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emphatically  denominated  *  the  Salvation  of  God  ;* 
hecaufe  he  obtained  it  by  bis  deaths  beftows  it  by  his 
Spirit^  becaufe  it  confifts  in  conformity  to  him,  in  com-- 
munion  with  him,  and  the  enjoyment  of  him.-— He 
is  near ;  the  time  of  his  advent  quickly  approached, 
when  he  was  to  appear  to  the  glory  and  Joy  of  tho£e 
who  were  waiting  for  the  confolation  of  Ifrael :  He 
is  ever  near,  to  enlighten  your  path,  to  conduct,  aifift, 
find  animate  you  by  his  example,  word,  and  Spirit, 
to  afford  you  protedion  and  deliverance  from  every 
adverfe  power. 

2d,  And  my  rigbteoufnefs  to  be  revealed.  The 
righteoufnefs  of  Jehovah  may  denote  the  rich  dif- 
plays  which  he  was  about  to  give  of  his  juftice  and 
holinefs,  of  his  love,  faithfulnefs,  and  other  glorious 
perfe<3ions,  in  the  redemption  of  his  people,  through 
the  obedience,  fufferings,  and  death  of  his  own  Son. 
He  had  manifefted  his  righteoufnefs  in  bis  holy  law, 
which  ftndUy  prohibits  all  manner  of  iniquity,  and  in 
his  providential  difpenfations,  wherein  he  hath  ihewn 
bis  juft  difpleafure  againft  all  unrighteoufneis  of  men ; 
and,  at  the  time  this  predidion  was  announced,  his 
righteoufnefs  was  foon  to  be  revealed  in  the  gofpel, 
for  the  remiffion  of  iins.  Hitherto  it  had  been  more 
obfcurely  made  known,  but  then  the  happy  period 
was  not  far  off,  when  it  was  to  be  giorioufly  exhibited 
before  the  world.  In  the  energetic  language  of  the 
apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  writing  to  the  faints  at  Rome, 

*  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  is  manifefted,  by  letting 

*  forth  Jefus  Chrift  to  be  a  propitiation,  through  faith 

*  in  bis  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs— that  he 

*  might  be  juft,  and  the  juftifier  of  him  that  believeth 

*  in  Jefus  ♦.'—The  falvation  and  righteoufnefs  of 
Jehovah  being  revealed,  and  the  hope  that  we  cherifli 
of  their  farther  and  clearer  manifeftation,  fticuld  ope- 
rate as  a  powerful  incitement  to  keep  judgment,  and 
to  do  juftice*  The  accomplifliment  of  God's  pro- 
mifes  brings  us  under  the  ftrongeft  obligations  to 
oblerve  his  ftatutes  ^  and  tlie  more  precious  the  blef- 

iings 

*  Rom.  ill.  ajy  aC. 


V».  1.      PROPHECIES  OF  ISAIAH.  io^ 

fings  he  beftows,  the  more  affiduous  ought  we  to  be 
to  yield  the  univerfal  fubjedion  be  demands* 

2.  Bleflcd  //  the  man  that  doth  this,  and 
the  fon  of  man  that  layeth  hold  on  it :  that 
keepeth  the  Sabbath  from  polluting  it,  and 
keepeth  his  hand  from  doing  any  evil. 

That  he  might  ihew  the  high  importance  of  com« 
plying  with  the  preceding  exhortation,  our  prophet 
affirms,  that  the  pradice  of  the  duties  he  inculcated 
renders  the  perfon  thus  employed  truly  happy  and 
comfortable.  Blefled  is  the  man  that  keeps  judge- 
ment and  does  juftice,  and  the  fon  of  man  who  lay-* 
eth  hold  on  it — ^who  firmly  retains  it  as  he  would  do 
any  thing  valuable,  of  which  he  is  in  danger  of 
being  deprived  by  force  or  fraud,  or  of  letting  go 
through  inattention.  He  clofely  and  (leadily  adheres 
to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  obedience  of  its 
precepts;  he  holds  faft  his  profelfion,  the  good 
thing  committed  to  his  truft,  endeavouring  to  keep 
the  commandment,  without  fpot  and  unrebukeable, 
until  the  appearing  of  Jefus  Chrift  *.  *  He  endureth 
'to  the  end,  and  (hall  be  faved  f  ' — Such  a  peifon  is 
really  happy,  and  pronounced  blefled  by  the  God  of 
tnitfa,  wbofe  word  cannot  be  reverfed,  or  fail  of 
taking  effed.  He  enjoys  the  favour  of  God,  a  good 
conlcience,  and  many  Tubftantial  benefits ;  he  per-* 
fomis  the  duties  eflentially  connedled  with  falvation; 
and  cheriflies  the  blefled  hope  of  everlafting  life  and 
felicity  in  the  future  world.  It  muft  be  lb,  for  in 
doing  judgment' and  juftice,  he  in  feme  meafure  re- 
fembtes  the  bleffed  God,  who  exercifeth  judgment 
and  righteoufnefs  in  the  earth,  and  deiighteth  in  thefe 
things.  He  poflefles  internal  tranquillity  and  com* 
'fort ;  for  in  the  way  of  righteoufnefs  is  life,  and  in 
the  pathway  thereof  is  no  deatl^;  he  finds,  that,  walk* 
ing  by  tbisTuie,  peace  and  mercy  is  multiplied  untd 

him, 
*  iTitiuTL  i4«  f  Mtt.  xziT.  tj. 
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him»  and  the  reviving  piofpe^k  is  opened  of  eiM  eing 
in  through  the  gates  i^co  the  city  of  the  Neir  }erut 
falem  ♦. 

That  keepetb  the  Sabbath  from  foMhig  it.  This  is 
an  efTential  ingredient  in  the  charader  of  a  blefled 
man.  The  inftitution  of  this  day  of  facred  reft,  by 
the  command,  example,  and  benedidHon  of  Jehovah, 
is  recorded  Genefis  ii.  2,  3.  The  obfervation  of  it, 
confiding  in  a  total  ceflation  from  worldly  employ* 
meots,  in  keefung  the  day  holy  to  the  Lord,  and  in 
performing  fublime  fpiritual  exercifes,  fuited  to  the 
deiign  of  its  appointment,  was  enjoined  among  the 
precepts  delivered  to  the  Ifraelites  from  EK>unt 
binai  f .  Of  fuch  vaft  importance  is  the  fandificatien 
of  the  Sabbath,  that  the  command  refpe^ng  it  was 
not  only  engro0ed  on  (uie  of  the  tables  containing 
the  moral  law,  but  it  was  anne?(ed  both  to  the  judi^* 
cial  and  ceremonial  law  j;.  It  feems  plw>ly  to  have 
been  intended  as  a  commemorative  figfi,  a  folemn 
memorial  of  the  creation  of  the  univerfe,  by  the  omni* 
potent  Word  of  Jehovah,  in  the  fpace  of  fix  days ; 
and  of  the  great  Creator^s  having  refted  from  all  hii 
works  on  the  feventh  day,  a  circumftance  exprefsly 
mentioned  in  the  fourth  command*  it  was  alio  a 
memorial  of  the  deliverance  of  the  Ifradites  from 
bondage  in  £gypt,  as  appears  from  J>eut.  v.  iy» 
where,  immediately  after  reciting  the  ftatute  rtiptjfi* 
ing  the  obfervation  of  the  babbath,  that  people  were 
required  to  remember  that  they  were  fervants  in  the 
land  of  Egypt,  and  that  the  Lord  their  God  brought 
them  out  thence,  it  befides  afforded  them  an  inftruc** 
tive  type,  (»r  figure,  of  the  eternal  redemption  of  the 
Church  of  God  from  the  fervice  of  fin  afid  &tan,  and 
tl)eir  introdudion  into  glorious  liberty  and  reft,  ac<* 
cqmpUlhed  by  the  Son  of  God  in  the  fulneft  of  time. 
At  Uie  promulgation  of  the  law,  when  Godrefted 
froni  a  gIoj(iou9  work  be  had  effisded,  and  was  eftabli^ 
ihing  his  worftApamoAg  his  peopde,  in  the  view  of  tfasir 
entrance  intD-rell  in  tbe  land  of  Canaan^  he  re-a|u 

pointed 

X  Exod.  xxiii.  23, 12,  13.  and  chap.  zxxi.  itf  13* 
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pointed  the  obfervation  of  the  Sabbath.     And  now^ 
under  the  gofpel,  that,  the  great  work  of  redemption 
isfiniftied  by  the  Son  of  God,  that  the  predidlions  and 
types  of  the  fornix  OBConomy  are  verified.the  law  of  God 
is  fulfilled,  the  enemies  of  the  Church  are  vanquiihed^ 
the  promife  of  the  Spirit  accomphfhed,  the  fure  foun^ 
Ration  is  laid  in  Zion  by  him,  who,  on  his  refurredion 
from  the  dead^  entered  into  bis  reft-^^Tbe  old  covenant 
beingaboliihed^tbe  day  of  the  Sabbath  13  changed  from 
that  whereon  God  refted  from  his  works  of  creation 
to  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  whereon  the  Son  of  God, 
the  author  of  the  new  creation,  refted  from  his  works. 
The  Sabbath  day,  then,  is  changed  for  the  fame 
itafons  that  the  ftate  of  the  Church  is  altered  from 
what  it  was  under  the  law,  to  what  it  is  now  under 
the  gofpeL     Thefe  circumftances,  joined  with  the 
example  of  the  apoftles  of  Jefos  Chrift,  and  the 
prefence  and  bieffing  of  God  on  his  worftiip  perform- 
ed on  this  facred  day,  eyer  fince  the  foundations  of 
the  Chriftian  Church  were  laid,  combine  to  enforce 
the  fandification  of  the  Lord's  day.     They  unite  in 
e^inping   the  truth    here    aflerted,  that  a    blefTed 
ros^i  wiJl  keep  the  Sabbath  from  polluting  it.    W  ith 
pleafure    be    will   cautioufly    abftain    from    what- 
ever might  profane  the  portion  of  time  that  bears  the 
name  of  the  Lord's  day,  which  ought  to  be  kept  holy 
to  the  Lor4,  and  appropriated  to  the  devout  contem- 
plation of  his  works,  the  grateful  remembrance  of 
his  mercies,  and  the  duties  of  his  worihip^  whereby 
We  may  glorify  him  on  their  account.     As  no  other 
precept  of  the  law  is  here  mentioned,  it  may  be 
defigned  to  comprehend  the  whole  table  of  the  law 
to  which  it  belongs,  and  to  fignify,  that  a  truly 
happy  man  does  ttot  profane  the  worlbip,  the  name, 
or  Sabbaths  of  the  Lord,  but»  with  facred  veneration, 
gives  him  the  homage  and  glory  he  demands. 
•  ^d  keepetb  bis  band  from  doing  any  evil     He 
caretuiJy  abftams  from  every  fpecies  of  tranlgreffion, 
particularly  thofe  which  might  prove  hurtful  to  hisi 
neighbour^  that  leem  tp  be  chiefiy  intended  m  this 

ezpreifion. 
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expreffion.     The  happy  man  does  notnegleftthe 
duty  incumbent  on  him  in  the  feveral  ftations  and 
relations  wherein  he  is  placed,  but  performs  them 
*cvitb  fidelity  and  diligence.    He  does  not  indulge 
the  corrupt  paflions  of  envy  and  anger,  of  malice, 
revenge,  and  cruelty ;  but  patiently  endures  the  inju- 
ries he  receives,  and  is  ready  to  relieve  the  wants, 
and  to  promote  the  comfort  of  his  brethren.    He  not 
only  fliuns  grofs  ads  of  immorality,  but  thofe  grati- 
ideations  which  tend  to  encourage  impurity,  fuch  as 
idlenefs,  intemperance,  and  bad  company.     He  not 
only  forbears  diflioneft  pradices,  and  avoids  indolence, 
projfuiion,  and  unlawful  means  of  acquiring  any  en- 
joyment ;  but  ufes  every  proper  expedient  to  procure 
and  preferve  them,  fuch  as  induftry,  frugality,  and 
^delity,    with    dependence   on    God    for    blefiing 
and  fupcei^.     He  not  only  refrains  from  faying  or 
doing  any  thing  inconfiftent  with  truth,  and  the 
reputation  of  his  neighbour;  but  he  maintains  a  ftrid' 
regard  to  veracity,  and  endeavours  to  fupport  the 
credit  and  good  namf  of  thofe  who  are  injurioufly 
treated.     Free  from  difcontent  and  avarice,  he  is 
fatLsfied  with  the  ftation  allotted  to  him  by  infinite 
Wifdom,  and  fubniits,    without    repining,    to    the 
difpenfations  of  Divine  Providence ;  placing  his  chief 
happinefs    in  God   and    his    falvation,   and    rejoi- 
cing in  his  gracious  adminiftration.-^^Such  is  the  cha- 
rader  and  condud  of  the  man  here  pronounced 
blefled;  and  from  thefefew  ftridures  you  may  learn 
if  you,  my  friends,  can  afcertain  ypur  {:laim  tp  true 
happinefs. 

3.  If  Neither  let  the  fon  of  the  ftranger, 
that  hath  joyned  himfelf  to  the  Lord,  fpeak, 
faying,  the  Lord  hath  utterly  feparated  me 
from  his  people;  neither  let  the  eunuch  fay, 
Behold,  I  am  a,  dry  tree. 

Ifat^h 
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Ifaiah  declares,  that  the  privileges  of  the  gofpel, 
and  the  bleffings  of  Divine  grace,  were  to  be  extend- 
ed to  perfons  of  every  defcription,  in  every  fituation ; 
even  to  thofe  who,  under  the  former  difpenfation,  had 
not  been  permitted  to  participate  equally  with  the 
pofteriiy  of  Ifrael  in  the  privileges  of  the  Church. 
He  teaches  the  fame  doSrine  which  the  apoftle  Peter 
afterward  preached,  that  *  God  put  no  difference  be- 
*  tween  Jews  and  Gentiles,  purifying  their  hearts  by 
'  faith  *;*  that  the  children  of  both  were  tb  be  admit- 
ted,  without  exception;  into  the  city  of  the  living 
God, — All  the  nations  of    the  earth,    befiHe  the 
pofterity  of  Ifrael,  were  confidered,  under  the  Old 
Teftament  difpenfation,  as  ftrangers  and  aliens  from 
the  covenants  of  promife,  deftitute  of  right  to  the 
immunities  belonging  to  the  peculiar  people  of  God. 
In  the  days  of  Solomon  there  were  numbered,  in  the 
land  of  Canaan,  above  one  hundred  and  fifty-three 
thouiand  perfons  of  this  defcription — Among  them, 
there  were  fome  that  joined  themfelves  to  the  Lord, 
thankfully  accepting  of  the  bleffings  contained  in 
his  promifes,  and  devoting  themfelves  to  his  fervice, 
were  admitted    to  Ihare  in  the  privileges  of  his 
Church.     Their  children,  however,  might  be  apt 
to  think.that  they  (hould  be  excluded  from  the  bene<^ 
fits  to  be  enjoyed  under  the  new  ceconomy  of  grace, 
to  which  they  had  no  claim  in  virtue  of  lineal  defcent 
fitom  the  fiither  of  the  faithful.     To  prevent  fuch 
miftaken  apprehenfions,  they  are  cautioned  againft 
propagating  this    injurious    fentiment.— -72^^  Lord 
baU)  toterfy  feparated  me  from  bis  people^  &c.     Such 
a  dijfhonourable  fufpicion  refpe&ing  the  Divine  con- 
dad  was  not  to  be  indulged  or  communicated,  left 
it  might  prove  a  difcouragement  to  thofe  who  were  ii> 
this  peculiar  fituation,  from  entering  into  the  king^ 
dom  of  God,  to  which  they  have  equal  accefs  with 
the  defcendants  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,    aod    Jacob. 
They  are  therefore  diiTuaded  from  entertaining  this 
unfavourable  opinion  of  their  circumftances,  that 
Vol.  IV.  D  d  they 

*  AAs  XT.  9. 


azci  LECTURES  OK  THB      Chap;LVL 

%hef  could  no  more  claim  a^fliare  in  the  bleffings 
enjoyed  by  the  people  of  Crod  under  the  New 
Teftament,  than  men  of  other  natioqs  could  have 
inherited  the  land  of  Canaan  with  the  congregation 
of  the  Lord. 

Neither  let  the  eunueb  fay^  &c,  Perfons  in  this 
ftate  w^re  laid  under  feveral  reftridions,  and  excluded 
from  fome  advantages  of  no  fmall  importance,  under 
the  former  difpenfation.  They  .were  prohibited 
from  officiating  in  the  fervice  of  God ;  they  were  not 
admitted  into  the  priefthood ;  they  could  not  exped 
to  have  the  pleafure  of  a  numerous  offspring,  the  blef* 
fing  promifed  to  the  polterityof  the  renowned  progeini- 
tors  of  the  Jewiib  Nation.  Inthefe  circumftances,  they 
might  imagine  they  were  to  fuffer  no  lefs  hardfliips 
finder  the  New  and  better  ceconomy  of  grace.  To 
check  fuch  defponding  thoughts,  they  are  informed, 
that  they  were  npt  to  be  (hut  out  from  the  Church 
of  God,  and  the  royal  priefthood,  who  fliould  ofier 
up  fpiritual  facrtfices  unto  him,  through  Jefu»  Chrift; 
9nd  that,  though  they  had  not  children,  they  fliould 
yield  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  which, 
through  the  one  Medtaictr,  redound  to  the  praife  and 
glory  of  Qgd.^— In  this  manner  doth  the  Holy  Spirit, 
by  our  prophet,  plainly  intimate,  that,  in  the  C3ir^ 
tian  Church,  there  is  no  difference  between  Jews 
and  Gentiles,  nodiilindion  ii  to  be  made  on  account 
of  exterqal^  condition ;  that  all  (hall  participate  equal- 
ly in  the  bleffings  ot  God's  kingdom — 'that  the  ^me 

*  Lord  over  all,  is  rich  junto  all  that  call  upon  him  *•- 
That  the  righteoufu^fs  ot  God, '  which  is  by  faith  of 

*  Jefus  Cbrift,  is  unto  all,  and  upon  all  them  that 
f  believe,  for  their  is  no  differeiK:e  t« 

m 

\ 

4I  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  unto  the  eunuchs 
that  keep  my  fabbaths,  and  choofe  tbetinngs 
that  pleJrfe  me,  and  take  hold  of  my  cove- 
nant. 

Reviring 
f  Roir.  7L»iu  i  Rtm.  tii;  ss. 
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ReviviRg  aflurances  are  given  by  tht  Ldrd  God, 
to  peribns  who  are  particularly  defcribed  by  their 
peculiar  circumftances  and  qualities.  The  words 
before  us  are  addreffed  to  eunuchs,  who,  deftitute  of 
certain  powers  common  to  mankind,  are  neverthelefs 
the  objeds  of  Divine  regard  as  much  as  others,  who 
may  be  more  efteemed  in  the  world.  Three  things 
are  mentioned,  appertaining  to  their  character,  which 
are  worthy  pf  notice. — Tbey  keep  my  fabbatbs,  they 
conicientioufly  and  devoutly  obferve  the  Sabbath,  as 
oftea  as  it  returns,  not  only  when  they  have  few 
temptations  to  negled  that  duty,  but  even  when 
flrongly  foUcited  to  profane  it,  by  unnecefTary  recre^ 
ations  and  employments.  In  the  fandlification  of 
this  holy  day  they  uniformly  perfevere,  notwith* 
fianding  the  many  oppofitions,  from  within  and  from 
without,  wherewith  they  have -to  contend.  They 
contemplate,  with  pleafure,  the  wonderful  works  oi 
God;  they  remember,  with  gratitude,  the  glorious 
deliverances  he  hath  wrought ;  they  humbly  admire 
the  operations  of  his  grace ;  they  cordially  approve 
of  the  inftitutions  he  hath  appointed ;  and  endeavour 
to  give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  to  his  name.— « 
Thus  do  they  celebrate  the  reft  he  hath  enjoined, 
and  look  forward  with  hope  and  joy  to  the  reft  that 
remaineth  for  the  people  of  God. 

jtttd  cboofe  tbe  tbmgs  that  pleafe  me,  doing  juftly  and 
loving  mercy,  and  walking  humbly  with  God,  proving 
what  is  the  good,  and  acceptable,  and  perfedl  will  of 
God.  Of  this  fort,  are  the  celebration  of  his  praifes, 
and  *  the  magnifying  of  his  name  with  thanklgiving  */ 
—The  facrifices  of  righteoufnefs,  prefented  with  reve- 
rence, feith,  and  aSedion  f — Truth  in  the  inward 
parts,  integrity,  and  uprightnefs  of  heart  and  con- 
dud  J— The  faithful  performance  of  relative  duties  : 
hence  tbe  obedience  of  children  to  their  parents  is 
urged  by  this  confideration,  that  it  is  welUpieafing 
to  the  Lord  j — The  doing  good,  and  communicating 

•  Pfal.  Ixix.  31.  tPfa^l»x-  »9. 
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to  fupply  the  necelfities  of  tfaofe  who  are  ia  want  *. 
Far  from  confidering  thefe  things,  which  are  pleafing 
to  God,  as  a  drudgery  or  wearinefs,  the  perfons 
fpoken  of  diligently  pradlife  them  as  their  chief  bufi- 
nefs,  which  affords  them  the  hlgheft  pleafure  and  &« 
tis&dion.  God  working  in  them  to  will  and  to  do, 
they  labour  in  all  things  to  be  accepted  of  him;— 
,dnd  take  bold  on  my  covenant.  Cordially  approving 
of  that  Divine  conftitution,  which  Jehovah  hath 
eftablilhed  and  revealed  in^theScriptures«  wherein  be 
hath  declared  what  men  may  exped  from  him,  and 
what  he  requires. of  them,  they  betake, themfelves  to 
It  as  their  hope  and  falvation,  relying  on  his  power 
and  faithfulnefs  for  the  accompli(hment  of  his  pro- 
mifes,  that  they  may  be  affifted  and  encouraged  in 
the  ways  of  obedience — ^rhey  apprehend  Chrift 
Jefus,  the  Mediator  of  the  covenant ;  they  depend  on 
him  for  righteoufhefs  and  ftrength,  with  all  the  blefr^ 
lings  contained  in  the  promifes  of  tbb  well-ordered 
covenant.— -Let  .us,  brethren,  be  foUcitous  to  attain 
this  amiable  character,  and  to  avoid  every  thing  in* 
confident  with  the  acquifition  and  pofltjOGion  of  it ; 
then  may  we  hope  to  enjoy  the  high  privileges  men^ 
tioned  in  the  next  verfe. 

• 

5.  Eycri  unto  them  will  I  give  in  mine 
houfe^  and  within  my  walls,  a  place  and  a 
name  better  than  of  fons  and  of  daughters :  I 
will  give  them  an  everlalling  name,  that  fhall 
not  be  cut  off. 

On  perfons  of  the  above  defcription,  the  ]^ord  pro^ 
mLGbs  to  confer  the  fignal  benefits  here  recited*  The 
expreflion  m^y  allude  to  the  divifion  of  the  land  of 
Canaan  among  the  tribes,  the  families,  and  houfes  of 
IfraeL  Every  one  had  his  inheritance  affigned  to 
him  by  lot,  and  his  portion  bare  the  name  of  the 
tribe  and  family  to  which  it  belonged :    hence  we 

read 
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read  of  the  land  of  Judah,  of  Zebulun,  &c. — Or  it 
may  refer  to  the  cuftom  obferved  by  the  Priefts  and 
Levites,  to  each  of  whom  was  affigned  a  particular 
place,  office,  and  ftapon,  in  or  about  the  temple^ 
which  was  known  by  his  name,  and  tranfmitted  to 
his  pofterity.    Such  were  reckoned  to  have  right '  of 

*  (landing  and  miniftering  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  of 

*  iifiting  up  their  hands  in  the  fanAuary,  and  blefling 

*  Jehovah  ♦/—The  Hebrew  word,  rendered  place, 
fignifies  a  certain  determined,  circumfcribed  fpace ; 
and  in  this  fenfe  it  is  ufed,  Ezek.  xxi«  19.  where  that 
prophet  was  required  by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  *  to 
^  choofe  him  a  place  at  the  head  of  the  way  to  the  city/ 
This  promife,  which  is  given  efpecially  for  the  com« 
fort  of  the  perfons  above  defcribed,  feems  to  import, 
that  the  Lord  God  will  grant  them  a  more  illuftrious 
and  permanent  ftation  in  his  Church,  under  the  New 
Teftament,  prefigured  by  the  temple  of  old,  than 
any  memorial  tha(  could  have  been  tranfmitted  con- 
cerning them  to  following  ages,  by  means  of  their 
pofterity — that  he  will  honour  them  with  reputation 
and  celebrity  in  his  kingdom,  far  preferaole  and 
more  durable  than  the  fame  which  fathers  of  families 
acquire  by  their  children.  It  contains  an  explicit 
aflurance,  that  though  hitherto  they  had  been  ex« 
eluded  from  holding  honourable  offices  in  the  Church, 
they  were  to  have  conferred  upon  them  a  defigna- 
tion  and  employment  of  great  refpedability  and  per- 
pctuity. — /  luiUgrve  tbcm  an  everlafling  name;  thai 

JbaUnotbe  cut  off.  Ye  (hall  be  called  the  children  of 
God— the  priells  of  the  Lord,  the  minifters  of  our 
God — a  royal  priellhood,  an  holy  nation,  a  peculiar 
people—- kings  and  priefts  to  God,  even  the  Father, 
that  ye  may  offisr  up  fpiritual  facrifices,  acceptable 
through  Jefus  Chrift.  This  is  an  everlafting  prieft- 
hood,  to  which  ye  {hall  be  admitted,  a  name  that 
ftiall  never  be  obliterated,  but  be  held  in  higheit 
tefpeft,  and  pleafing  remembrance,  throughout 
all  geneiations.     This  diftinguiihing    privilege  ye 

ihaU 
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ihall  enjoy  in  common  with  all  thofe  that  choc^ 
the  things  which  pleafe  me,  fo  that  in  fpiritual  mat- 
ters there  ihall  be  no  difference  betwixt  you  and 
them. 

6.  Alfo  the  fons  of  the  ftranger,  that  join 
themfelves  to  the  Lord,  to  ferve  him,  and  to 
love  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  be  his  fervants^ 
every  one  that  keepeth  the  fabbath  from  pol- 
luting it,  and  taketh  hold  of  my  covenant. 

Another  clafs  of  people  is  defcribed  in  this  verfc, 
both  with  refpcft  to  their  external  circumftances 
and  fpiritual  ftate  They  are  the  children  of  the 
ftranger,  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael, 
who  could  not  claim  any  privilege  on  account  of 
their  defcent  from  that  renowned  patriarch,  but  were 
difperfed  over  the  face  of  the  eartht — That  join  tbetn^ 
felves  to  the  Lord  to  ferve  bm.  Having  abandoned 
thofe  iniquities  which  feparated  them  from  God,  re- 
nounced every  other  Lord  befide  him,  and  cordially 
embraced  the  gofpcl,  they  enter  themfelves  members 
of  the  Church  of  Chrift,  and  are  admitted  to  enjoy 
communion  with  the  Father  of  Spirits,  and  them 
that  are  fpiritual  — To  be  hisfervants.  Deeply  fcn- 
fible  of  his  adorable  grace,  of  his  unalienable  right  to 
their  fubjedion,  and  their  infinite  obligations  to  advance 
his  glory,  they  deliberately  choofe  him  for  their  Lord, 
making  his  will  the  rule,  and  his  approbation  the 
fcope  of  their  adions.  Depending  on  him  for  fup- 
port,  protedion,  provifion,  and  recompence,  they  at- 
tend to  the  intimations  of  his  pleafure,  and  diligently 
endeavour  to  occupy  the  talents  wherewith  they  are 
cntrufted,  fo  as  to  promote  the  honour  of  their  mafter 
in  heaven. — /ind  to  hve  the  name  of  the  Lord^  which 
may  denote  the  amiable  difcoveries  which  he  hath 
given  of  his  nature,  charader,  pcrfedHons,  and  falva- 
tion,  in  the  works  that  he  hath  made,  in  the  admini« 

ftratian 
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ftration  of  Ins  providence,  and  the  revelation  of  his 
grace,  it  may  more  efpeciallj  fignify  the  name  by 
which  he  proclaimed  idmfelf  from  heaven*,  the 
name  which  the  Lord  Jefus  declared,  that  he  mani* 
fcfted  to  the  men  given  him  out  of  the  world,  the 
name  by  which  he  is  known  and  honoured  by  his 
fervants,  wherein  they  truft,  and  remember  with 
delight.  This  worthy  name,  whereby  they  are  af* 
fared  that  he  is  ready  to  pardon,  to  pity,  and  help^ 
they  love  with  undiilembled  aSedlion,  they  revere 
the  glorious  titles  by  which  he  hath  made  himfelf 
known,  they  admire  the  wonderful  difplays  he  hatb 
given  of  his  Divine  attributes,  they  gratefully  aCi^ 
knowledge  his  ineftimable  benefits,  they4eligbt  in 
die  Qluftrious  manifeftations  he  hath  exhibited  of 
his  love  and  grace  in  the  gofpel,  they  receive  his 
word,  obferve  bis  inftitutions,  and  obey  his  com- 
mands. To  fucfa,  his  name  is  as  ointment  poured 
forth ;  it  is  their  confidence  and  hope,  their  defence 
and  ftay,  their  confolation  and  joy. 

fjvery  one  that  keepetb  tbe  Saihatb,  &c.  The 
obiervatbn  of  this  day  of  facred  reft,  is  here  men* 
tioDcd  a  third  time  in  this  chapter.  It  is  flated  in 
ver.  ad  to  be  an  eflential  ingredient  in  the  character 
of  a  tririj  happy  masi.  it  is  repcefehted  in  ver.  4th 
as  indifpeafibly  requifke  in  thole  who  would  enjoy 
the  accomplLibment  of  the  gracious  promises  of  Je- 
hovah: Here  it  is  intrpduced  to  iilullrate  and  anv- 
pGfy  the  delcription  of  the  children  of  ftrangrrs,  to 
whom  belong  the  privileges  contamed  in  the  verfe 
that  immediately  follows.  1  his  repetition  plainly 
ihews,  that  the  fandification  of  the  Sabbath  is  a 
monifentous  duty,  acceptable  to  God,  neceflary  to 
the  enjoyment  of  real  bappinefs,  and  the  precious 
bteffings  which  are  promiied  in  the  word  of  God. 
How  unfriendly,  then,  are  they  to  their  own  beft 
intereils.  and  the  good  of  fociety,  who  convert  this 
holy  day  into  a  day  of  bufinefs  and  amufement,  who, 
inftead  of  fantftifymg  it  according  to  the  command- 
ment, 
*  Ezod*  xxxIy.  5>  6,  j. 
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ment,  {ffofime  it  by  worldly  employments  and  recre- 
ations. On  this  day,  which  the  Lord  God  hath 
blefled  and  appropriated  to  his  own  honour  and 
fervice,  let  us  contemplate  his  glory,  difplayedin 
liis  works,  in  his  law  and  gofpel,  and  heartily  comply 
with  his  will  therein  made  known — Let  us  cordially 
approve  of  this  divine  inftitution;  and  whilft  we 
celebrate  this  reft  of  Jehovah,  let  us  aim,  by  means 
of  it,  to  enter  into  the  reft  that  remains  for  the  people 
of  God,  which  Jefus  Chrift  hath  obtained  for  them 
by  his  complicated  labours  and  fu&rings.— -^i 
take  bold  of  my  covenant^  relying  on  the  promifes 
it  contains  as  their  portion,  trufting  in  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  Mediator,  as  their  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength,  and 
cleaving  to  its  precepts  as  their  counfellorsand  guides. 
— Thefe  exercifes,  that  we  have  been  confidering, 
are  intimately  conneSed,  .and  cannot  be  feparated. 
They,  and  they  only  who  join  themfelves  to  the 
Lord,  will  be  his  fervants :  none  but  they  who  love 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  will  do  him  acceptable  fervice; 
and  only  they  who  keep  his  Sabbaths,  will  lay  hold 
on  his  covenant,  as  all  their  falvation  and  all  their 
defire. 

7.  Even  them  will  I  bring  to  my  holy 
mountain,  and  make  them  joyful  in  my  houfe 
of  prayer:  their  bumt-oflferings  and  their 
facrifices  \^^//  be  accepted  upon  mine  altar; 
for  mine  houfe  ihall  be  called  an  houfe  of 
tprayer  for  all  people. 

In  language  fuited  to  the  former  difpenfation,  Je- 
hovah gives  explicit  aflurance,  to  perfons  pofleffing 
the  character  above  delineated,  of  the  fnoft  valuable 
privileges. — ^Mount  Zion,  whereon  flood  the  city 
Jerufalem,  the  palace  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael  and  Judah, 
and  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  was  an  eminent  type  of 
the  Church  of  Jefus  Chrift  under  the  New  Tefta- 
ment.    It  was  denominated  holy,  becaufe  the  Lord 

God 
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God  fanAified  it,  td  be  the  place  of  his  fpecial  refi« 
dende,  where  the  public  exercifes  of  his  worfhip  were 
to  be  performed,  and  where  his  people  were  honoured 
with  the  ;fymbol8  of  his  prefence.  Thefe  circum- 
fiances  rendered  that  highly-favoured  place  com- 
pletely emblematical  of  the  Church,  for  which  Jefus 
Chrift  gave  himfelf,  that  he  might  faodtify  thenf ,  and 
make  them  truly  glorious.  Thither,  God  promifes 
that  he  will  bring  perfons  of  the  above  defcription, 
undler  the  condud  of  his  good  providence  and  Spirit, 
that  they  may  attend  on  the  fervices  of  his  houfe. 
He  ^ill  not  only  difpofe  them  to  go  there,  but  he 
will  feiid  forth  his  light  and  truth  to  be  their  guides } 
lie  will  not  only  bid  them  welcome  when  they  come, 
but  he  will  (hew  them  lus  glory,  and  beautify  them 
with  his  falvation. 

And  make  tbem  p]ftd  in  my  houfe  of  prayer.  The 
temple  of  Jerufalem  was  emphatically  deiigned  the 
houfe  of  Grod,  becaufe  it  was  built  by  his  exprefs 
appointment;  it  was  appropriated  to  his  worfhip,  and 
favoured  with  his  gracious  prefence.  It  was  a  houfe 
of  prayer,  wherein  his  chofen  people  prefented  their 
fupplications  to  him  continually,  aiid  when  they  had' 
not  opportunity  of  going  there,  they  looked  toward 
it  during  the  time  they  offered  their  requefts  to  the 
M(oft  High.  Now  that  this  holy  houfe  does  not 
euft,  we  fix  our  attention  on  the  houie  which  is  the 
Church  of  the  living  God,  that  was  thereby  prefir 
gored.  In  the  affemblies  of  his  Saints,  the  Lord  God 
promifes  to  make  them  joyful  by  a  comfortable  fenfe 
of  his  prefence,  by  manifeftations  of  his  power  and 
glory,  the  pledges  of  his  love,  the  communications 
of  his  Spirit,  communion  with  hint  and  his  Son  Jefus 
Chrift.  He  declares,  that  he  will  make  them  glad  in 
attending  his  ordinances,  where  he  vouchfates  to 
meet  with  them,  and  where  they  receive  fpiritual 
Ught,  ftrength,  and  comfort,  from  which  refult  the 
moft  pleafing  fatisfadion.  What  happinefs  and  joj 
muft  arife  from  approaching  the  fountain  of  life^  and 
fcurce  of  all  felicity,  from  drawing  nigh  to  him  who 

Vol.  IV.  £  e  knowcth 
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knoweth  our  wants,  and  can  fupply  them ;  whb  is 
acquainted  with  our  doubts  and  fears,  and  is  able  to 
difpel  them;  who  obferves  our  weaknefles  and  dif. 
trefles,  and  can  relieve  them  ;  who  knows  our  fins, 
and  can  fubdue  them.  Thefe  circumftances  contri- 
bute, with  others  I  day  not  to  mention,  in  promoting 
the  felicity  of  God's  fervants,  efpecially  when  they 
are  enabled  to  take  the  comfort  which  fucH  benefits 
are  fuited  to  produce.  This  reviving  aflurance  hath 
been  fulfilled  in  the  experience  of  many,  who,  with 
forrowful  hearts,  have  come  to  the  congregation  of 
the  Lord,  from  whence  they  have  retired  glad  in 
heart,  and  gone  on  their  way  rejoicing. 

Tbeir  burnt  offerings  and  their  facrificesj  &c.     As 
the  promifes  contained  in  this  verfe  feem  to  refer 
chiefly  •  to  the  ceconomy  of  grace  under  the  New 
Teftament,  this  exprefiion  is  to  be  underftood  in  its 
figurative  fenfe.     The  offerings  and  facrifices  here^ 
intended,  may  be  broken  and  contrite  hearts,  the 
fruit  of  the  lips,  prayer  and  thankfgiving,  doing  good, 
and  communicating  to  the  aififtance  of  the  needy, 
with  the  exercifes  of  righteoulhefs.     With  fuch  fa- 
crifices God  is  well  pleafed ;  '  for,  (faith  the  liord) 
*  they  ihalLbe  accepted  upon  mine  altiir/    As  in  the 
tabernacle^  and  afterward  in  the  temple,  an  altar 
was  made  by  Divine  appointment,  whereon  offerings 
and: facrifices  were  presented  to  God;  fo  uod^r  tSe 
New  Teftament  diipeniation,  ChrifUans  have  an  altar 
whereon  the  facrinces  oC  God  are  offered,  and.  by 
which  they  are  fandified  *.    This  is.  no  other,  than 
Jefus  Chrift,  in  virtue  of  whofe  atonei]nent  ai^d  inter-^ 
ceffion,  our  offirrings  are  accepted,  and  become  well- 
pleafing  to  the  Loid.    The  words,  divefted  of  figure, 
ftrongly  intimate,  that  the  Lord  God  takes  fppcial 
complacency  in  the  fervices  performed  by  his  pepple^ 
who  take  hold  of  bis  covenant.    It  muft  be  fo,  th^y 
themfelves  being  joined  to  the  Lord ;  they  pr^nt 
before  him  facrifices  of  righteoufneis,  which  he  him- 
felf  bath  required,  and  cannot  but  approve  of,  being 

the 
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the  effedls  of  his  own  grace,  and  tht  means  of  ad- 
vancing his  glory.— What  great  encouragement  is 
fuggefted  by  thefe  promifes  to  the  upright  fervants 
of  God,  whopoflefs  not  equal  external  advantages* 
with  many  of  theit  brethren !  Though  they  may 
fuffer  conliderabk  inconveniences,*  yet^  if  they  love 
the  pame  of  the  Lord,  he  tvill  bring  them  to  his  houfe 
ID  the  multitude  of  his  mercy,  he  will  gracioufly  re- 
gard their  fervices,  and  they  fhall  find,  that  he  who 
feareth  God,  and  worketh  righteoufnefs,  is  accepted 
of  him.  • 

For  my  bmife  JbdU  he  called^  &c.  Thefe  words 
were  cited  by  Jefus  Chrift,  when  he  went  into  the 
temple  of  God,  and  caft  out  all  them  that  bought 
and  fold  in  the  temple,  and  overthrew  the  tables  of 
the  money-changers,  and  the  feats  of  them  that  fold 
doves  ♦.     On  that  memorable  occafion,  he  faid,  *  It 

*  is  written,  my  houfe  (hall  be  called  a  houfe  6f  pray- 

•  er,  but  ye  have  made  it  a  den  of  thieves.*  By  the 
wonderful  difplay  he  then  gave  of  his  omnipotence, 
he  (hewed,  in  the  mod  convincing  manner,  that  the 
temple  dedicated  to  the  worfhip  of  Jehovah  ought 
not  to  be  profaned  by  applying  it  to  any  other  pur- 
pofe  than  that  to  which  it  was  confecrated.  By  this 
emblematical  action,  whereby  he  manifefted  his  foli- 
citude  for  the  purification  of  the  temple,  our  blefled 
Saviour  difplayed  his  ardent  zeal  for  the  fanAification 
of  his  Church,  which  is  the  houfe  of  God.  Thither 
people  of  all  nations,  and  of  all  conditions,  fliall  re- 
fort,  that  they  may  participate  of  the  bleflings  and 
privileges  which  are  there  to  be  enjoyed.  The  dif- 
tinftions  that  were  long  preferved  between  Jews  and 
Gentiles  being  done  away  under  the  gofpel,  no  dif* 
fercnce  is  to  be  made  among  the  fervants  of  God, 
whether  Greeks  or  barbarians,  bond  or  free,  circum- 
cifed  or  uncircumcifed,  for  they  are  all  one  in  Chrift 
Jefus  f.  All  are  formed  into  the  fame  image,  all  are 
interefted  in  the  fame  privileges,  fubjeded  to  the 
fame  authority,  and  employed  in  the  fame  ireafonable 

fervice, 
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ibririce,  one  eflential  part  of  which  is  prayer.  Hence 
the  Church,  as  her^  foretold,  is  called  a  houfe  of 
prayer,  into  which  are  colleded  people  of  all  defcrip- 
tions,  and  of  all  countries. 

8.  The  Lord  God  which  gathereth  the 
putcaflsof  Ifrael,  faith,  Yet  will  I  gather  others 
to  him,  befides  thofe  that  are  gathered  unt» 
him. 

» 

.  Thefe  words  contain  a  remarkahle  predi<^on  of 
the  enlargement  of  the  Church,  by  a  copious  accef- 
lion  they  were  to  receive  from  amon^  the  GentUes.— ^ 
Of  the  many  amiable  charaders  the  bleiled  God 
liath  a0umed,  the  one  now  before  us  claims  particu- 
lar attention.  He  here  fpeaks  who  gathereth  the 
putcafts  of.  Ifrael.  This  is  truly  a  glorious  work  of 
omnipotence  and  grace,  on  account  of  which  his 

?raifes  Ihould  be  for  ever  celebrated,  as  the  royal 
bet  enjoins  :  *  praife  ye  the  Lord, — for  he  g;athereth 
•  the  outcafts  of  Ifrael  */  After  the  Church  of  Ifrael 
had  provpked  him  to  execute  upon  them  the  fierce- 
nefs  of  his  wn^th,  he  fcattered  them  among  the  hea- 
then. Having  made  them  feniible  of  the  enormity 
of  their  fins,  he  extended  tender  con;pai&on  to  them, 
)ie  brought  again  their  captivity,  and  gathered  them 
from  among  the  nations  >»  here  they  were  difperfed. 
This  wonderful  work,  whereby  they  were  difpofed  to 
returp  to  their  own  country,  and  thofe  who  had  car- 
ried thjem  captive  were  inclined  to  allow  them  to 
depart,  could  have/'  been  effeded  only  by  Divine 

?ower;  and  from  this  aftonifliing  interpofition  of 
Vovidence,  God  takes  the  defignation  mentioned  in 
this  veffe.  The  gathering  of  thofe  who  were  ejeded, 
into  the  land  given  to  their  fathers  for  inheritance, 
from  the  different  regions  into  which  they  had  been 
driven  away,  ihould  remind  us  of  a  more  important 
xeftoration  from  a  much  worfe  captivity,  and  transfer 

oui; 
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OUT  thoughts  to  the  coUeding  of  the  redeemed  of  the 
Lord  from  north,  fouth,  eaft,  and  weft,  into  his 
kingdom ;  accompliihed  by  his  Almighty  agency, 
for  whom  all  things  are  poilible-^to  the  gathering 
together  in  one  the  children  of  God,  that  were  feat* 
tered  abroad  *•    This  glorious  perfon  faith, 

Tei  will  1  gather  others  to  him,  &c.  The  Lord  God 
had  already  gathered  into  his  Church  many  profe- 
lytcs  from  among  the  Gentile  nations,  who  joined 
them  becaufe  of  the  name  of  the  Lord,  whereof  they 
had  beard.  To  them  a  very  confiderable  addition  is 
proraifed  to  be  made  by  the  great  Shepherd  of  the 
flock,  \Aho  was  to  bring  his  elet^  from  the  four  winds 
of  heaven,  and  who,  after  he  afcended  on  high,  adlu- 
ally  gathered  into  his  fold,  by  the  miniftry  of  his  fer- 
vants,  great  numbers  of  Parthians,  Medes,  Elamites, 
and  of  every  nation  on  the  earth.  As  this  predi(^ion 
does  not  feem  to  be  limited  to  any  particular  period, 
it  may  be  confidered  as  receiving  farther  accomplini- 
ment  in  following  ages,  wherein  multitudes  were 
brought  into  the  Church  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  the  know- 
ledge, belief,  and  obedience  of  the  gofpel,  from 
simong  the  Germans,  the  Britons,  and  other  kingdoms. 
Though  the  prophecy  was  in  fome  meafure  fulfilled 
by  the  miniftry  of  the  apoftles  and  evangelifts,  it 
hath  doubtlefs  a  farther  completion  in  the  fpread  and 
fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  in  Europe,  Afia,  Africa,  and 
America,  which  fliall  introduce  the  happy  period, 
when  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  fliall  become 

the  kingdoms  of  oi!r  Lord  and  his  Chrift With  this 

bright  profpedl  fully  in  view,  let  us  employ  every  in- 
ftituted  mean,  and  embrace  every  proper  opportunity 
of  doing  what  lies  in  our  power  of  conveying  inftruc- 
tion  to  the  ignorant,  of  reclaiming  the  vicious,  and  of 
rcftoring  thofe  who  have  gone  aftray  to  the  Shepherd 
and  fiifhop  of  fouls. — ^To  every  effort  for  accompliih- 
ing  thefe  benevolent  purpofes,  let  us  unite  fervent 
prayer  to  God,  that  the  conquefts  of  our  glorious 
Redeemer  may  extend  from  the  riling  of  the  fun  to 

^e 
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the  going  down  of  the  fame,  that  in  every  place 
incenfe  may  be  prefented  to  him,  and  a  pure  offering. 

9,  IF  All  ye  beads  of  the  field,  come  to  de- 
vour, jrj,  all  ye  beaft^  in  the  foreft. 

This  order  to  execute  awful  judgments  upon  thofe 
who  are  not  particularly  mentioned,  but  who  may 
be  cafily  known  by  what  is  fubjoined  in  the  follow- 
ing verfes,  is  abruptly  introduced.  It  is  addreifed, 
not  to  thofe  animals  that  roam  in  the  fields  and  for- 
efts,  but  to  people  who  refemble  them  in  ftrength^ 
rapacity,  and  cruelty,  and  who,  like  them,  inhabit 
wild  uncultivated  places,  viz.  the  barbarous  uncivi- 
lized enemies  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  Though  no- 
thing is  more  diftant  from  their  intention  than  the 
fulfilment  of  God*s  purpofes,  he  is  fometimcs  pleafed 
to  employ  them,  to  inflidl  deferved  punifhment  on 
his  Church  for  their  fins.  The  prophet  Jeremiah, 
having  introduced  Jehovah  declaring  his  purpofe  of 
punifhing  his  people  for  their  fins,  by  giving  them 
into  the  hands  of  the  Chaldeans,  he  addrefles  them 
in  fimilar  terms  with  ifaiah,  in  the  verfe  now  before 
us,  *  Come  ye,  aflemble  all  the.beafts  of  the  field, 
•  come  to  devour  *\  Ye  people  who  are  fierce  and 
voracious,  like  the  inhabitants  of  the  fields  and  for- 
efts,  come  and  feize  upon  thofe  who  have  become 
the  objeds  of  my  juft  indignation  j  at  your  pleafurc 
cruelly  harafs,  and  greedily  confume  them,  even  as 
ferocious  animals  do  their  prey,— ^This  order,  or  pre- 
didion,  call  it  by  what  name  you  pleafe,  hath  been 
accomplifhed,  by  the  ravages  made  by  the^  Saracens, 
Tartars,  and  other  barbarous  people,  who  invaded 
the  more  cultivated  countries  inhabited  by  Chrift- 
ians,  and  who,  by  terrible  irruptions,  deftroyed  great 
^lultitudes  of  thofe  who  bare  the  ChrifUan  name. 


10.  His 
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10.  His  watchmen  are  blind:  they  are  all 
ignorant,  they  are  all  diirab  dogs,  tKcy  can- 
not bark;  fleeping,  lying  down,  loving  to 
flumber. 

» 

The  Lord  God,  by  our  prophet,  having  admini- 
ftercd  conrolation  to  his  fervants,  by  many  precious 
promifes  of  his  favour,  and  their  enlargement,  makes 
a  fudden  tranfition,  to  reprefent  the  very  deplorable 
ftatc  to  which  the  Church  was  to  be'reduced,  in 
confequence  of  the  corruptions  of  the  eccleliaftical 
orders  among  them.  He  delineates  in  figurative 
language,  adapted  to  the  fubjeft,  their  lamentable 
incapacity  and  infidelity,  as  the  caufes  of  the  defo- 
lating  calanfiitics  wherewith  they  were  to  be  vifited. 
— -ffif  watcbmen  are  hUnd.  The  minifters  and  paftors 
of  the  Chu¥ch  are,  in  this  and  other  pallages  of  fcrip- 
turCf  denominated  watchmen,  in  allufion  to  the  em* 
ployment  of  Ibepherds,  who  tend  their  flocks  with 
vigilance  and  care,  or  of  thofe  Who,  in  cities,  keep  • 
guard  by  night,  to  prevent  difturbances,  and  to  give 
notice  to  the,  inhabitants  of  approaching  danger. 
Thtit  they  may  perform  aright  the  duties  of  their 
fundlion,  be  attentive  to  the  flock  over  which  the 
Holy  Ghofl;  hath  made  them  overfeers,  and  the  inte- 
rcftg  of  the  city  of  our  God,  with  which  they  are  in- 
trufted,  they  ought  to  poflefs  acute  difcernment  and 
clear  fight,  that  at  all  times,  and  in  all  things,  they 
may  watch  as  they  that  muft  give  account. — How 
deplorable  then  the  ftatc  of  the  Church  of  God,  when 
they  whpfe  pfBce  requires  vigilance  and  prudence, 
are  blind,  ignorant,  and  unlkilfal,  negligent  in  warn- 
ing  the  people  committed  to  their  infpeftion  of  their 
duty  .and. danger,  ading  as  if  they  knew  not  what 
was  iqcunxbeiu  on  them  in  their  different  capacities  J 
—When  they  ftiew,  by  their  conduA,  that  they  are; 
unacquainted  with  the  import,  connexion,  and  defign 
of  the  do£lrines  of  falvation,  and  with  the  nature  and 

order 
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order  6f  Divine  difpenfations — that  they  do  not  un- 
derftand  and  attend  to  thofe  things  which  are  requi- 
fite  to  itrengthen  the  weak,  to  in(lru6t  the  ignorant, 
to  convince  gainfayers,  to  reftrain  the  licentious,  to 
diredl  the  perplexed,  and  to  comfort  the  afflided 
and  dejefted.  In  this  manner  they  difcover  that 
they  are  blind  leaders  of  the  blind. 

Tbey  are  dumb  dogs,  &c.  They  are  not  only  blind, 
but  they  are  alfo  dumb.  This  expreiEon  feems  to 
allude  to  thofe  ill-trained  domeftic  animals^  who,  when 
employed  to  watch  over  cattle,  do  not  gather  into 
the  (hepherd  thofe  who  dray  at  a  diftance,  and  are 
filent  when  they  fliould  give  notice  of  the  approach 
of  what  might  fcatter  or  injure  the  flock.  It  inti- 
mates, in  ftrong  terms,  the  indolence  and  inadivity 
of  the  paftors  and  teachers  of  the  Church,  who, 
through  timidity  or  carelefsnefs,  were  filent  when  they 
ought  to  have  admoniflied  the  people  committed  to 
their  truft,  of  the  fins  whereby  they  might  provoke 
God  to  fend  among  them  threatened  defolating  judg« 
.ments,  and  of  the  neceiiity  of  their  return  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  chief  Shepherd.  Inattentive  to  the  impor- 
tant charge  wherewith  they  were  inverted,  inftead 
of  inceflantly  lifting  up  their  voice  to  Ihew  God*8 
people  their  tranfgrefllons,  and  faithfully  {iointing 
out  the  way  of  efcape  from  impending  evils,  they  are 
unconcerned  about  their  beft  interefts,  and  give  no 
fignals  of  coming  dzngtx. -^Sleeping ^  lying  down^  Sc-c. 
The  animals,  to  which  our  prophet  alludes  in  this 
defcription,  when  not  adUvely  employed,  are  inclined 
to  take  eafe  and  fleep.  In  reference  to  this  circum- 
ftance,  hi^  reprefents  the  perfons  of  whom  he  fpeaks 
as  addidted  to  lazinefs,  idlenefs,  and  averfion  to  labour. 
Though  occupying  a  fiation  that  requires  diligence, 
vigilance,  and  adivity,  they  indulge  in  es^e  and  floth, 
indifierent  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  which 
areneceilary  to  pleafe  their  Mafler,and  to  promote  the 
happinefs  of  thofe  intruflted  tp  their  care.  The  moft 
pernicious  confequences  cannot  fail  to  refult  from 
perfons  of  this  charader  holding  office  in  the  Church 

of 
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bf  God,  to  thofe  with  whom  they  are  conneded,  who 
look  to  them  for  feafonable  inftrudtion,  good  example, 
and  active  exertions  for  their  benefit. 

1 1.  Yea,  they  arc  greedy  dogs,  which  can 
never  have  enough,  and  they  arc  ihepherds 
that  cannot  underftaild  :  they  all  look  to  their 
own  way,  every  one  for  his  gain  from  his 

^uartieh 

The  watcnmeh,  whofe  charadler  is  here  delihe- 
ated,  are  farther  defcribed  by  their  unfatiable  ava- 
rice, and  fondnefs  of  thofe  things  which  txiay  con- 
duce to  their  own  pleafure  and  advantage.  Pofleffing 
a  fordid,  covetous  difpofition,  and  (trongly  attached 
to  worldly  enjoyments^  they  are  diflatisned  with  the 
emoluments  they  teceive,  and  eagerly  defire  to  tiave 
larger  incomes.  Their  minds  l>eing  occupied,  not. 
with  concern  about  their  flocks,  but  with  the  cares  of 
this  life,  they  feek  not  the  profit  of  many,  that  they 
may  be  faved,  but  their  own  fecular  intereds.  Such 
is  the  malignity  of  a  prevailing  worldly  temper,  that 
it  perverts  the  order  of  things,  it  eftablilhes  in  the 
heart  an  oppofite  intereft  to  the  kingdom  of  Cod, 
and  gives  that  aSedion,  folicitude,  and  confidence 
to  the  creature,  which  is  due  to  the  Creator;  Every 
cue  may  eafily  fee,  that  this  criminal  attachment  to 
the  prefent  world  is  moft  unfuitable  in  thofe  who 
profefs  to  ferve  God  in  the  gofpel  of  his  Son,  and  that 
it  muft  incapacitate  them  for  the  faithful  difcharge 
of  their  office.— -^nJ  they  arejbcpbcrds  that  cannot 
vndcrjiand.  Abforbed  by  worldly  cares,  engaged  in 
vain  amufements,  and  fond  of  fetifual  pleafure^,  they 
cannot  affiduQully  fludy  to  advance  the  eternal 
falvation  of  their  people.  Involved  in  ignorance  of 
Divine  things,  and  hardened  through  the  deceitful- 
neis  of  fin,  they  have  little  time,  inclination,  or  abi- 
lity, to  attetid  to  the  f&cred  interefts  of  thofe  over 
whom  they  are  called  to  watch.  They  cannot  pru- 
dently diftinguilh  thd  dlflferent  fpititual  conditions  of 
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ttiofe  whoconftitute  their  fIocks,nor  do  they  diligently 
endeavour  to  feed  them  mth  found  knowledge  and 
underftanding,  ^n  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

Tbej^  all  look  to  tbeir  own  way,  &c.  Thefe  words 
reprefent  the  extreme  felfiihnefs  and  ambition  of  the 
watchmen  who  are  here  defcribed.  Regardlefs  of 
the  honour  of  God,  the  profperity  of  his  Church,  and 
the  falvation  of  men,  the  great  obje£b  they  Ought  to 
have  kept  continually  in  view,  their  chief  aim  is  to 
acquire  worldly  gain,  and  to  aggrandize  themfelves 
and  families.  So  general  was  the  corruption  at  the 
time  efpecially  referred  to,  that  every  one  (there 
were  very  few  exceptions)  was  earthly  minded,  pur- 
fuing  the  riches,  the  honours,  and  pleafures  of  this 
life,  each  anxious  in  his  place  to  increafe  his  revenue 
and  pofieflions.  As  the  pious  Mr.  Henry  obferves, 
their  leading  enquiry  is,  What  fhall  we  get,  not 
what  (hall  we  do.  Let  them  have  the  wages,  and 
they  care  not  whether  the  work  be  done  or  not.  In 
this  manner  thejr  appropriated  to  themfelves  the 
odious  charadter,  of  the  prevalence  of  which  the 
apoftle  Paul  complains  in  thefe  words :    *  All  feek 

•  their  own  things,'  their  own  convenience,  profit,  and 
honour;  and  not  the  things  which  are  JefusChrift's — 
the  fpread,  eftablilhment,  and  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel, 
with  his  Spirit  and  prefence  to  accompany  the  ordi- 
nances of  his  inftitution.    ^  For  they  that  are  fuch 

•  fcrve  not  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  but  their  own  belly,  • 

*  and  by  good  words  and  fair  fpeeches  deceive  the 

*  hearts  of  the  fimple  ^. 

1 2.  Come  ye,  Jay  tbey^  I  will  fetch  wine^ 
and  we  will  fill  ourfelves  with  ftrohg  drink, 
and  to*  morrow  ihall  be  as  this  day,  ^i^  much 
more  abundant. 

Our  prophet  exhibits  the  watchmen  of  whom  he 
fpeaks,  encouraging  each  other  in  voluptuoufnefs, 
intemperance,  and  riot.  One  invites  his  companions 
to  an  entertainment,  with  an  afiUrance  of  plenty  of 

good 
*  Rom.  XTi.  i8. 


Vm.  12.     PROPHECIES  or  ISAIAH.  tiy 

good  wine,  6f  which  they  might  drink  without  re« 
ftraint.  By  iuch  an  immoderate  ufe  of  ftrong  drink 
as  b  inconliftent  with  their  profeffion  and  office, 
they  give  bad  example,  they  abufe  the  blelfings  of 
Divine  providence,  they  injure  their  health,  they 
iquander  away  their  time,  and  are  rendered  incapable 
of  attending  to  the  duties  of  their  facred  fundion.-^ 
jfnd  to-morrow  /ball  be  as  ibis  day^  fiu:.  Ndtwith* 
Handing  they  know  not  what  (hall  be  on  the  morrow, 
or  what  a  day  may  bring  forth,  they  promife  them- 
felves  the  continuance  and  increafe  of  the  good 
things  of  this  prefent  life.  The  words  are  expreffive 
of  an  indolent,  diffipated  temper,  indifferent  to  the 
pradice  of  thofe  fpiritual  exercifes  incumbent  on  the 
paflors  of  the  Church  of  God,  and  plainly  (hew  that 
fenfual  indulgences  are  iniinuating  and  pernicious, 
efpecially  ta  thofe  invefted  with  the  charader  of 
watchmen. 

The  fulfilment  of  this  prophecy,,  refpedling  the 
profligacy  of  the  clergy,  commenced  early  in  the 
Chriftian  Church,  and  became  very  confpicuous  in 
the  third  century.  A  celebrated  hiftorian,  treating 
of  that  period,  fays,  *  That  the  form  of  ecclefiaftical 

*  government,  which  by  imperceptible  fteps  varied 
'  from  the  primitive  rule,  was  foon  followed  by  a  train 

*  of  vices,  which  difhonoured  the  charader  and  autho- 

*  rity  of  thofe,  to  whom  the  adminiftration  of  the 
'  Church  was  committed.  For  though  feveral  yet 
'  continued  to  exhibit  to  the  world  illuftrious  ex- 
'  amples  of  primitive  piety  and  Chriftian  virtue,  yet 
'many  were  funk  in  luxury  and  voluptuouihefs, 
'puffed  up  with  vanity,  arrogance,  and  ambition, 

*  poffefied  with  a  fpirit  of  contention  and  difcord, 
'  and  addifted  to  many  other  vices  that  caft  an  un- 

*  deferved  reproach  upon  the  holy  religion  of  which 
'  they  were  the  unworthy  profeflbrs  and  minifters*'— 
And  after  having  traced  through  following  ages  t^e 
growing  corruptions  of  the  minifters  of  the  Church, 

he 

*  Molhcun's  EccfdialBcal  Hiftory,  tnmflated  by  Dn  M'Laine, 
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he  thus  writes,  when  giving  an  account  of  the  fix* 
teenth  century  :  *  The  greateft  part  of  the  bilhops 
f  and  canons  pafled  their  days  in  dtflblute  mirth  and 

*  luxury,  and  fquandered  away,  in  the  gratification  of 

*  their  lufts  and  paifions,  the  wealth  that  had  been 
'  fet  apart  for  reUgious  and  charitable  purpofes  ^— 
And  1  may  add,  upon  evidence  that  cannot  be  con- 
troverted, that  this  predidtion  hath  been  lamentably 
verified  in  fubfe^ent  periods  of  the  Church. 


f  Ibid«  Vol.  III.  pife  2^2— 2d  ediuAii< 
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HAVING  defcribed  the  odious  charader  of  the 
paftors  and  teachers  of  the  Church,  from  whom 
corruption  frequently  proceeds  to  the  people  in 
general,  our  prophet  delineates,  in  the  fedion  of  his 
difcourfe  now  to  be  confidered,  the  degenerate,  de- 
plorable date  of  the  whole  coUedive  body  at  the 
time  to  which  he  looked  forward.— -—He  begins 
with  condoling  the  miferable  ftupor  and  infenlibility 
that  had  feized  upon  all  ranks,  and  arrived  at  fuch 
an  alarming  height,  that,  without  uneafinefs  or  con- 
cern, they  obferved  righteous  and  good  men  re<* 
moved  from  approaching  calamities  to  the  enjoyment 
of  undiilurbed  tranquillity  and  repofe,  ver.  i,  2.  ■ 
Jehovah  is  then  introduced,  calling  before  his  tri^- 
bunal  the  apofiate  Church,  who  are  iharply  reproved 
for  having  cruelly  harrailed  and  perfecuted  his  up- 
right fervants,  the  valiant  confeflbrs  of  the  truth, 
ver.  3,  4.  ■■  He  charges  them  with  having  perpe- 
trated the  enormous  crimes  of  idolatry,  fuperllition, 
and  murder  of  the  innocent,  whofe  blood  they  had 
filed  without  provocation;    and  on  thefe  accounts 

denounces  Divine  judgments,  ver.  5 — 13. The 

amendment  and  reformation  of  the  Church  from  this 
vicious  ilate  is  next  foretold ;  and  the  minifters  of  the 
word  are  excited  to  engage  in  efie£Ung  this  great^ 

work  which  is  aligned  to  them,  ver,  14. After 

which  the  chapter  concludes,by  exhibiting  the  richer 
of  Divine  grace,  manifefted  in  granting  to  the  peni- 
tent and  broken- hearted,who  truly  repent,  and  humbly 
accept  of  the  mercy  of  God,  the  forgivenefs  of  fins^ 
adnniffion  into  favour,  and  the  confequent  enjoyment 
of  that  facred  peace,  from  which  the  wicked  af  e  tx^ 
eluded,  ver.  15—21. 
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CHAP.  Lvn. 

THE  righteous  perifbeth,  and  no  man  hj^ 
eth  it  to  heart;  and  merciful  men  are 
taken  away,  none  cbnfidering  that 'the  right- 
eous  is  taken  away  from  the  evil  to  come. 

Thefe  words,  which  may  be  confidered  as  intro* 
dudory  to  what  follows^  contain  a  mournful 
complaint,  that  there  were  very  few  who  applied 
their  minds  to  conlider  the  immature  and  violent  death 
of  remaining  good  men,  and  who  viewed  this  difpenfa- 
tion  of  providence  as  a  fad  prefage  of  approaching 
judgments.— -The  righteous  here  fpoken  of  are  thofe 
who  have  attained  this  charadler  by  faith  in  the  great 
^leffiah,  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs,  in  whom  all  the 
feed  of  Ifrael  are  juftified,  and  glory,  who  is  the  end 
of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs,  to  every  one  that  believ- 
eth. — Having  the  precious  feeds  of  righteoufnefs  fown 
in  their  hearts,  they  cheri(h  every  divine  grace,  they 
praAife  every  amiable  virtue;  fuch  as  piety  toward 
God,  juftice  and  beneficence  to  their  brethren  of 
mankind,  diligently  endeavouring,  from  unfeigned 
love  to  God  and  their  neighbour,  to  abound  in  the 
fruits  of  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs,  which  are  by 
Jefus  Chrift  to  thp  glory  of  God.— Merciful  men  arc 
next  mentioned.  Being  full  of  mercy,  they  are  re- 
plete  with  its  precious  fruits.  Having  put  on  bowels 
of  mcrjcy,  they  feel  tender  fympathy  with  the  dif- 
trefled ;  they  are  affedionately  concerned  to  fuccouf 
them  under  all  their  affiftions,  whether  proceeding 
from  foul  or  body.  Beholding,  with  real  compaffion, 
their  fellow  mortals  labouring  under  dangerous  fpirit- 
ual  diftempers,and  lajring  up  in  ftore  wrath  againft  the 
4ay  of  wrath,  grieved  with  the  difmal  profpe5,theydo 
what  lies  in  their  power,  that  they  may  be  delivered 
by  him  who  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft.    From 

love 


Va.  1.     PROPHECIES  or  ISAIAH.  231 

love  to  God,  and  a  fenfe  of  his  authority,  they  feed  the 
hungry, they  clothe  the  naked,  and  viiit  the  deftitute, 
efpecially  among  the  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift,  on 
whom  they  confer  fubftantial  fruits  of  unfeigned 
aSedtion.  They  diftribute  to  the  neceifities  of  thofe 
who  are  in  ftraitened  circumftances,  and  (hew  mercy 
with  chearfulnefs,  aiming,  as  they  are  required,  to  be 
merciful  as  their  Father  in  heaven  is  merciful.  Hotr 
valuable,  how  ufeful  are  fuch  people !  what  a  bleffing 
to  all  around  them,  and  what  an  immenfe  lofs  is  their 
departure  to  the  fociety  wherewith  they  are  connec- 
ted, when 

fbeyperi/b^  and  are  taken  away^  through  neceffity 
and  wantj  through  the  malignity  and  barbarity  of 
their  pefecuton,  through  the  falfe  accufations  of  their 
adverfaries,   and  the  iniquitous  fentences  of  their 
judges.    They  are  taken  from  c^  the  earth,  in  fome 
in(tences,  by  alarming  ftrokes  of  divine  Providence  ; 
in  others,  by  the  wicked  hands  of  men,  who  have 
accounted  them  unfit  to   live  in  fociety.     Thofe 
who  have  efcaped  fuch  tragical  exits,  who  have  not 
fufiered  the  trials  of  fcourgings,  of  imprifonments,  of 
tortures,  whereof  the  writer  of  the  epiftleto  the  He- 
brews fpeaks,  chap,  id.  56, 38.   have  decayed  and 
died,  according  to  the  courfe  of  nature^  and  periQied 
from  among  the  children  of  men.     They  are  then 
loft  to  thofe  with  whom  they  formerly  had  been  coti- 
vcrfant,  even  as  wifdom  is  faid  to  peridi  from  the 
ancient,  when  they  ceafe  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  it. 
In  whatever  way  they  are  removed  from  the  places 
of  iheir  refidente,  whether  by  extraordinary  calami, 
ties,  by  violence,  by  contagion,  difeafe,  or  decay,  the 
Ibcicties  to  which  they  proved  efiential  bleliings  muft 
luftain  an  immenfe  lofs,  by  being  deprived  of  their 
examples,  their  counfels,  prayers,  and  reproofs,  their 
good  converfation,  and  beneficent  chares  and  labours. 
How  deplorable  the  (late  of  the  Church,  when— 
No  man  lajetb  to  heart  fuch  affltidive  difpenfations!. 
Such  was  the  lamentable  infenfibility  of  thofe  who 
furvivcd  at  the  period  referred  to,  that,  far  from  being 

fuitabl/ 
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fuitably  affeded  with  bereavements  of  this  fort,  which 
ought  to  have  been  laid  to  heart,  not  only  by  the 
godly,  but  alfo  by  their  neighbours,  ^nd  even  by 
their  enemies,  they  difcovered  the  utmtdft  indiflference 
and  unconcern — 

None  csnjideruig  that  the  tigbteous  is  taken  away 
from  the  evil  to  come.  What  a  fiil^reffing  fcene  is 
here  defcribed  !  The  choiceft  bleifings  which  God 
vouchfafes  to  beftow  on  a  degenerate  age,  which 
ought  to  be  highly  efteemed  and  improved,  little 
regarded  whilft  continued ;  and  taken  away  without 
forrow  or  regret  by  thofe  among  whom  they  dwelt, 
and  by  whom  they  were  known.  People  in  general 
were  fo  inconfiderate  and  fenfelefs,  that  very  tew 
ferioufly  thought  of  the  deiign  which  infinite  Wif- 
dom  had  in  view  to  accompUlh  by  the  removal  of 
the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth.  The  operations  of 
Providence,  refpeding '  thefe  eminent  men  of  God, 
did  not  attradl  the  attention,  or  occupy  the  thoughts 
of  the  carelefs  multitude,  who  did  not  confider  their 
death  as  indications  of  the  Divine  difpleafure  toward 
thofe  who  were  deprived  of  their  falutary  influence, 
and  fad  prefages  of  approaching  judgments.  Their 
minds  were  not  imprefled  with  a  proper  fenfe  of  fuch 
mournful  events,  whereby  the  hearts  and  the  hands 
of  thofe  who  remained  were  enfeebled,  the  interefts 
of  religion  were  like  to  decay,  and  that  awful  judg* 
ments  would  probably  follow.  Thefe  deplorable  ef- 
feds,  which  often  accompany  the  departure  of  the 
fervants  of  God  from  the  ftations  they  nlled,  were  not 
viewed  as  fatal  omens  of  future  miferies,  intended  by 
the  evil  to  come.^^M^ny  remarkable  inftances  might 
be  adduced  of  the  kindnefs  of  God,  in  taking  away 
his  people  before  he  fent  terrible  things  in  righte- 
oufnefs,  which  were  not  to  be  looked  for  by  thofe 
around  them.  1  (hall  mention  only  one  of  many: 
Jofiah,  king  of  Judah,  who  humbled  himfelf  before 
the  Lord,  was  laid  into  his  grave  in  peace,  and  his 
eyes  did  not  behold  the  evil  which  God  brought  on 

Jerufa- 
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Jerufelem  *. — ^^I  conclude  this  article  with  the  prayer 
of  David,  king  of  Ifrael.  *  Help,  Lord,  for  the  godly 
•  man  ceafeth,  and  the  faithful  fail  from  among  the 
'  children  of  men  t.'  Thou  hope  of  Ifrael,  and  favi- 
our  thereof  in  times  of  trouble,  thou  alone  canft  af- 
ford us  the  affiftance  and  relief  that  we  need.  Help 
us,  we  earneftly  befeech  thee,  humbly  to  fubmit  to 
thy  all-wife  difpofals ;  fupport  us  under  our  bereave- 
ments; preferve  us  from  defpondency  and  every 
evil  temper ;  moderate  our  affeftions  toward  the 
creatures,  alid  fet  them  on  things  above.  En- 
able us  to  place  our  entire  dependance  on  thee 
for  wifdom,  grace,  and  comfort,  who  canft  fupply  all 
our  wants,  that  we  may  improve  by  our  loffes,  to  thy 
glory,  to  our  own  benefit,  and  the  good  of  bur  breth- 
ren. 

2.  He  ftiall  enter  into  peace :  they  fliall 
reft  in  their  beds,  each  one  walking  in  his  up- 
rightnefs. 

The  righteous  and  merciful  man  is  taken  away 
from  evil,  and  admitted  into  a  ftate  of  tranquillity 
and  rcpofe.  The  firft  part  of  the  verfe  reprefents- 
the  felicity  into  which  his  foul  is  admitted  after  his 
departure  from  this  prefent.  ftate.  Through  the 
gate  of  death,  his  immortal  fpirit  makes  its  efcape 
h-om  fears  and  cares,  animofities  and  reproaches, 
from  miferies  and  forrows,  whereby  he  was  perplexed 
and  diftrefled  during  his  abode  on  earth.  Completely 
delivered  from  all  thofe  difturbances  and  unealinefles 
whereby  he  was  here  annoyed,  he  is  introduced  into 
thofe  ferene  and  peaceful  regions,  where  there  is  no- 
thingfb  hurt  or  dcftroy,  where  perfedl  love,  harmony 
and  joy,  reign  for  ever.  When  in  this  world,  the 
peace  of  God,  that  paffeth  all  underftanding,  enter- 
ing into  his  heart  and  mif)d,  kept  him  calm  and 
tranquil ;  but  on  his  demife^  he  enters  into  abundant 

Vol.  IV-  G  g  peace, 
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peace,  which  ihall  lad  not  only  while  fun  and^  moon 
endure^  but  after  tbefe  glorious  luminaries  are  ex- 
tinguifhed*  through  iminortal  ages,  paving  been 
regenerated  bj  God's  Spirit,  guided  by  his  counfel, 
and  continually  attended  by  goodnefs  and  mercy 
while  on  earth,  on  his  removal,  the  Lord  receives  his 
fpirit,  to  dwell  in  ever]a(ling  habitations,     *  He  re- 

*  deems  his  foul  from  the  power  of  the  grave,  for  he 

*  will  receive  him  *.'  After  the  example  of  the  pro- 
phet David,  of  the  martyr  Stephen,  and  of  a  greater 
than  they,  in  the  immediate  profped  of  diffolution, 
he  faith  to  his  God  and  Saviour,  *  Receive  my  fpirit, 

*  for  thou  had  redeemed  me,  O  Lord  God  of  truth  f/ 
In  this  joyful  profped,  he  is  confident  and  willing, 
as  faith  the  apoflle  Paul,  to  be  abfent  from  the  body, 
and  prefent  with  the  Lord. 

Tbey  fbaU  reft  in  tbeir  beds^  &c.  This  expreffion 
xnay  relate  to  the  bodies  of  the  righteous  and  the 
merciful.  The  graves,  wherein  their  bodies  are  depo- 
poiited  after  death,  are  reprefented  m  ScFipture  as  a 
bed,  wherein  they  reft  from  the  labours  and  toils 
which  they  fuftained  in  this  life,  from  the  troubles 
with  which  they  were  afBi^ied,  the  griefs  whereby 
they  were  agitated,  from  the  temptations  and  fins. 
that  here  difturbed  their  repofe  if.  In  reference  to 
the  reft  and  quiet  enjoyed  in  bed,  the  Uate  into  which 
the  dead  bodies  of  the  faints  are  configned,  is  fpoken 
of  as  a  fleep  $,  which  intimates  the  true  (igiu&cation 
of  the  Hebrew  word  here  ufed,  which  denotes  9  qoni- 
pofed  fettled  condition. — 1  hough  it  fometimes  hap- 
pens, in  an  evil  time,  that  the  bodies  of  tb^  righteous 
arc  not  treated  whh  the  refpcdk  due  to  them,  but 
denied  decent  burial,  have  been  expofed  in  the 
ftreets,  caft  into  the  fire  or  the  water,  or  devoured  by 
wild  beafts,  yet  for  moft  part  they  are  intentd  in 
graves;  and  thofc  which  have  been  worft  abufed, 
were  totally  infeniible  to  the  rage  and  infults  of  their 
periiiecutors ;  fo  that,  in  fome  fenfe,  the  truth  here  al- 

fertcd 
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ftrted  is  inerified  to  all  wlio  are  waiting  for  the  re- 
demption of  their  bodies.  Death  putting  a  period 
to  all  the  affliftioiis  and  forrows  of  this  life,    •  in  the 

*  grave  the  weary  be  at  reft.*-«-Thi8  is  the  peculiat 
happincfs  of  the  righteous  and  the  merciful ;  and  to 
prevent  miftakes,  it  is  added,  as  farther  defcriptive  of 
their  charaftet, 

Elacb  one  walking  in  bis  uprigbtnefsy  or,  as  the  He* 
brew  words  are  rendered  on  the  margin  of  fome  bibles, 
they  are  men  of  kindness  or  godlinefs>  each  adinjg 
uniformly  in  thefervice  of  God  j  and,  proceeding  pro- 
greffively  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs,  they  prels  for- 
ward to  obtain  the  prize  of  their  high  calling.  Walk- 
ing worthy  of  God  unto  all  well-pleafing^  they  go, 
under  the  dire(9;ion  of  his  good  Spirit,  in  the  way  of 
his  commandments  ;  under  a  lively  fenfe  of  his  pre- 
fence,  they  <JecIine  not  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the 
left,  but  take  heed  to  order  their  fteps  according  to 
the  word  of  God,  folicitous  to  advance  his  honour, 
and  to  promote  the  welfare  of  their  brethren  of  man« 
kind,  in  this  line  of  good  condud  they  fteadily 
proceed,  with  uprightnefs  and  integrity  of  hearty 
with  fincerity  before  God,  and  honelly  in  the  fight 
of  men,   remerpbering  the  proverb,  which    faith, 

*  He  that  walketh  in  his  uprightnefs   feareth  the 

*  Lord  *.  He  who  ads  with  unfeigned  fimplicity,  is 
habitually  influenced  by  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  which 
confifts  in  departing  from  evil.  Such  is  the  cha- 
raderof  tbofe  who  {hall  be  admitted  into  the  peaceful 
manfions  of  eternal  reft,  that  await  the  faithful  fervants 
of  God  in  the  future  world. — ^This  prophecy,  which 
hath  been  fulfilled  in  the  feveral  ages  of  the  Church, 
was  remarkably  verified  at  the  tin>e  referred  to  in  the 
<concluiioti  of  the  preceding  chapter,  wherein  ini- 
quity greatly  abounded,  and  the  love  of  many 
waxed  cold.  In  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries^  when 
corruption  in  the  Church  mounted  to  the  moft  enor- 
mous height,  men  were  fhamefully  illiterate  and 
ftupidjand,  being  immerfed  in  ignorapce  and  fenfu- 

ality, 

*  ProT.  xiv.  24 


^3^  LECTURES  on  the     Chap,  LVII. 

ality,  were  addided  to.  the  moft  flagitious  crimes. 
Even  then,  there  were  among  them  a  few  naities 
which  defiled  not  their  garments,  who  walked  in 
their  uprightnefs,  and  departing  this  life,  entered  into 
peace\  and  reded  in  their  beds.  The  Lord,  who  for- 
faketh  not  the  righteous,  having  guided  them  by 
his  counfel,  received  them  afterward  to  his  glory. 

3*  IF  But  draw  near  hither,  ye  fons  of  the 
forcerefs,  the  feed  of  the  adulterer,  and  the 
whore. 

Our  prophet  proceeds,  in  the  name  of  God,  to 
convince  the  apoftate  Churcb»  he  now  addrefles  un- 
der very  odious  defignations,  of  their  atrocious  wick- 
ednefs^  and  grievous  defeftion  from  God.  He  calls 
Upon  them  to  draw  near,  and  feat  themfelves  before 
the  righteous  tribunal  of  the  Almighty,  that  hs 
might  arraign  their  cruel  treatment  of  his  good 
and  faithful  fervants.  He  befpeaks  their  atten- 
tion, as  being  the  pofterity  dT  evil  doers,  who  had 
been  perfidious  in  God's  covenant,  who  vouchfafed 
to  be  called  their  huiband  ;  having  formed  connec- 
tion with  thofe  who  pretended  to  foretel  future  events, 
with  whom  they  confulted  in  circumftances  of  dif- 
trefs..  Their  progenitors  committed  thefe  crimes, 
and  their  defcendants  approved  their  condud,  and 
imitated  their  corrupt  practices.  The  Lord  God, 
who  vlfits  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  child- 
ren, reminds  them  of  the  fins  of  their  anceftors,  and 
their  intimate  connexion  with  them  whofe  example 
they  followed.  Thefe  circumftances  ought  to  have 
excited  profound  felf-abafement,  and  true  penitence 
in  thofe  to  whom  this  difcourfe  is  direded,  efpecially 
when  attention  is  demanded  to  the  heavy  charge 
brought  againlt  them,  and  the  dreadful  doom  to 
which  they  were  expofed, 

» 

4.  Againft 
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\  4.  Againft  whom  do  ye  fport  yourfelvcs? 
againft  whom  make  ye  a  wide  mouth,  afiJ 
draw  out  the  tongue?  are  ye  not  children  of 
tranfgreflion,  a  feed  of  falfhood? 

Jigam/i  whom  do  ye  fport — exult,  and  glory,  as  un- 
worthy of  your  regard,  and  proper  objeAs  of  con- 
tempt, rejecting,  with  fcorn  and  ridicule,  their  admo- 
nitions and  reproofs,  and  vilifying,  by  odious  afper- 
fions,  their  doftrine,  worftiip,  and  condudt  'i—^AgainJl 
whom  make  ye  a  wide  moutb — ^in  laughter  and  deri- 
fion,  in  noify  exclamation,  in  grievous  accufations, 
abufing  them  as  the  pefts  of  fociety,  and  the  ofT- 
fcouring  of  all  things  ? — And  draw  out  the  tongue^  that 
with  infolent  contempt  ye  may  fcofF  and  ridicule 
them,  as  did  the  enemies  of  David,  jcing  of  Ifrael, 
when  they  opened  their  mouths  wide  againft  him, 
and  faid,  '  Aha,  aha,  our  eye  hath  feen  *  ? — Are  ye 
not  children  of  tranfgreJJtQn,  whofe  minds  being  at  en- 
mity againd  God,  ycprefumptuouily  violate  his  laws, 
ye  obftinately  periill  in  rebelling  againft  his  autho«- 
rity,  and  in  treacheroufly  departing  from  him  whofe 
wrath  and  vengeance  ye  have  incurred  ? — A  feed  of 
fal/ebood  and  deceit,  who  pretend  to  be  what  in  truth 
ye  are  not,  who  cherifh  the  moft  delufive  imagina- 
tions, who  endeavour,  by  fraudulent  methods,  to 
have  your  wilhes  gratified,  and  have  become  the 
inltruments  of  feducing  many  into  your  evil  ways?— 
Thefe  pointed  interrogatories  ftrongly  intimate,  that 
the  anceftors  of  thofe  who  are  here  addrefied,  were 
replete  with  iniquity  and  deceit,  and  that  they,  their 
children,  bare  to  them  a  very  ftriking  refembiance 
in  temper  and  pra&ice,  whilftthey  forcibly,  defcribe 
the  prodigious  height  of  depravity  at  which  they  had 

arrived. 
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*  Pfal.  XXXV.  21. 


538  '    LECTURES  6N  THE    Chap^XVII. 

5.  Enflaming  your  fclves  with  idols  under 
every  greeti  tree,  flaying  the  children  in  the 
valUes  under  the  clifts  of  the  rocks  ? 

The  apoftate  Chureh  is  nfext  tharged  with  id6- 
latry,  fuperftition,  and  murder,  of  all  other  crimes 
the  mod  heinous  and  deteftable.«-^I  fup^fe  that 
Ifaiah,  in  this  p^SsLgtj  defcribes  the  private  idolatry 
of  the  Romiih  Churdh  under  the  New  Teftament, 
in  terms  that  have  an  obvious  reference  to  the  rites 
and  ceremonies  of  ancient  times^  The  Hebrew 
word,  (ignifying  an  idol,  denotes  a  thing  of  no  ralite, 
that  is  good  for  nothing.  In  conformity  to  this 
idea,  the  apoflle  Paul  affirms,  *  th^t  an  idol  is  nothing 
•  in  the  world.*  Though  the  materials  whereof  it  is 
compofed  are  fomewhat,  it  is  not  what  it  is  fuppofed 
tb  be :  it  is  not  God,  it  is  not  felf-exiftent  and  omni- 
potent, it  is  incapable  of  governing  the  univerfe,  nor 
can  it  afford  any  aid  to  its  votaries.  Notwithftahdiog 
all  this,  the  people  defcribed  were  extremely  fond  of 
ferving  them,  they  were  mad  upon  their  idols ;  urged 
by  ardent  defires  of  haviug  their  inipetuous  pallions 
gratified,  even  by  unlawful  means,  they  frequently 
and  fervently  implored  thieir  affiftance.-^f^naipr  every 
green  tree  performing  fuperftitious  rites,  and  paying 
religious  hohouri&  to  thofe  whom  they  confidered  as 
illuftrious  heroes,  the  benefactors  and  guardians  of 
mankind,  who  wete  imagined  to  have  the  inune- 
diate  diredion  of  the  bleffings  atid  calamities  of 
life. 

Staying  the  children  in  the  valleys^  Sx^c.  In  this 
article  of  the  charge,  there  feems  to  be  an  aUufion  to 
the  cuftom  of  fome  ancient  nations,  who^  when  their 
princes  or  governors  found  that  they  were  difcomfited 
by  their  enemies,  and  reduced  to  great  diftre&,  in 
order  to  appeafe  the  gods,  and  to  induce  them  to 
execute  vengeance  on  their  conquerors,  they  flew 
their  children,  and  offered  them  in  facrifice  to  their 

dei* 
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deities  t.  The  iclolaters  amopg  the  Jews  feem  to 
have  adopted  fitnilar  fenttments.  Hence  the  inqui«i 
iy,  made  in  the  prophecies  of  Micah  "f ,  by  thofe  who 
vho  were  fenfible  of  their  tranfgreflions  \.  They 
brought  their  children  into  a  valley,  appropriated  to 
the  mod  inhuman  purpofes,  where  they  made  them 
to  pafs  through  the  fire,  where  they  flew  them,  and 
offered  them  in  facrifice  to  the  idols  which  they  fer« 
Ted;  This  valley,  fituated  near  Jerufalem,  was  call* 
ed  the  valley  of  Hinnom,  becaufe  of  the  roaring  of . 
the  cl^ldren,  and  Tophet  on  account  of  the  prodigi- 
ous noife  made  to  prevent  the  flirieks  of  thofe  that 
were  flain  and  facrificed  from  being  heard.  Such 
horrid  inftances  of  barbarous  cruelty  were  not  unfre* 
quern,  even  among  parents  who  were  inftruded  in 
the  good  and  perfe^^  will  of  God,  as  the  royal  Ffalmift 
acknowledges  { .  *  They  facrificed  their  fons  and 
'  their  daughters  unto  devils/  who  were  confidered 
as  the  great  agents  in  nature,  the  diftributers  of 
benefits  and  calamities  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth.  The  abominable  rit^s  and  inflitutions,  which 
at  the  period  referred  to,  di  (honoured  the  Chriftian 
Church,  derived-  their  origin  from  the  errors  and 
barbarous  cuftoms  that  prevailed  among  heathen 
nations,  and  the  abfurd  notions  entertained  concerning 
the  Supreme  Being,  who  they,  imagined  was  rendered 
propitious  by  coilly  facrifices. 

6.  Among  the  fmooth  Hones  of  the  (Ireani  is 
thy  portion;  they,  they  arc  thy  lot:  even  to 
them  hail  thou  pcpred  a  drink- offeying,  thou 
haft  offered  a  meat^pffering.  SbQuid  I  receive 
comfort  in  thele  ? 

Our 

•  a  Kings  iii.  27.  f  C^ap*  ▼»•  7. 

I  See  Philologus  Hcbrtp-Mixcos  Aadore  jbhanne  Leufden  Dif 
fertatioD  Quadragefima  iSecuDda^  Sec. 


240  LECTURES  ox  the      Chap.  LVII. 

•   Our    prophet  inveighs,    with  great  vehemence, 
againft  the  pradice  of  fuperftitious  idolatrous  rites, 
and  points  out  their  fatal  confequences.     The  cuftom 
of  wordiipping  certain  kinds  of  ilones  was  frequent  in 
fome  places  in  ancient  times;  and  this  ufage  was 
adopted,  it  feems,  by  thofe  to  whom  this  difcourfe 
was  particularly  direded.     Having  made  their  ado- 
rations to  the  fmooth  (lones  found  in  fome  ftream  or 
valley,  thefe  worthlefs  things,  from  which  they  could 
not  derive  any  aiSftance  or  fatisfadion,  were  to  prove 
their  portion-  and  inheritance.     Whatever  be  your 
foolifh  expedations,  however  you  may  applaud  your 
condudl,  they,  infignificant  as  they  are,  (hall  be  the 
portion  which  you  ihall  have  from  him  who  renders 
to  every  one  according  to  his  works.    He  that  foweth 
iniquity  fhall  jeap  vanity  *;  he  (hall,  feel  the  lofs  of 
his  miiemployed  talents,  and  the  difgrace  that  refults* 
from  his  egregious  folly. — Even  to  thtm  hqfl  thou 
pouredy  &.     Thou  haft  prcfented  to  thefe  deteftable 
objeds  of  thy  adoration,  thofe  oblations  and  ads  of 
homage,  which  thou  ought  eft  to. have  offered  to  the 
€nly  living  and  true  God:    Withholding  them  from 
him  to  whom  alone  they  are  due,  thou  haft  tranf- 
ferred  them  to  lying  vanities;  and  having  provoked 
to  anger  the  Lord.  God,  to  whom  belongeth  recom- 
penfe,  it  is  juft  that  you  fliould  inherit  your  own 
choice. — Should  I  receive  comfort  in  thefe  things  which 
are  offered  to  them  that  are.  fubftituted  in  niy  place, 
and  to  whom  you  give  the  honours  which  are  due  to 
me  alone?  Can  you  be  fo  abfurd  as  imagine  that  1 
take  pleafute  in  thofe,  who,  infteadof  worfhippingme 
according  to  my  command,  are  employed  in  the 
fervice  of  themofttrifliiigobjeds?  The  queftion  plain- 
ly intimates,  that  the  threatened  vengeance  is  founded 
in  the  ftrideft  equity,  and  muft  approve  itfelf  to  the 
conferences  of  well  informed  impartial  people — and 
that  though  God  is  long-fufFering,  he  will  certainly 
Sivcnge  his  injured  honour,    and  punifh   atrocicius 

tranfgreffors 
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tranrgreflbrs  in  a  manner  fuited  to  his  majefty  and 

their  crimes 

« 

7.  Upon  a  lofty  and  high  mountain  haft 
thou  fet  thy  bed  :  even  thither  wenteft  thou 
up  to  ofiEer  facrifice. 

The  apoilate  Church  are  charged  with  having 
committed,  in  a  public  and  confpicuous  manner,  the 
inoft  abominable  fuperftitions,  and  idolatrous  prac- 
tices. The  bed  which  is  here  mentioned^  may  de- 
note the  couches  whereon,  according  to  an  ancient 
cuftom  in  eaftern  countries,  th^y  relied  at  feftivals 
aod  banquets,  obferved  in  honour  of  the  gods  that 
they  ferved.  Accoiding  to  this  fenfe  of  the  word, 
the  exprefiion  imports,  that,  far  from  keeping  their 
facred  feafts  in  groves  and  fequeftrated  places,  where 
they  might  not  be  noticed,  they  were  guilty  of 
levd,  detcftable  tranfadions,  in  the  ipoft  open  and 
public  manner.  For  this  purpofe,  the  moft  confpi- 
cuous places  were  chofen  for  their  entertainments, 
where  various  criminal  paflions  were  indulged. — 
Even  tbkbcr  wenteft  tbou  up  tofacrifice.  The  facri* 
fices  offered  to  Jehovah,  under  the  former  difpenfa-i 
tion,  were  required  to  be  prefented  at  the  temple  of 
Jerufalem,  which  flood  on  Mount  Zion.  In  reference 
to  this  inftitution,  probably,  facrifices  were  offered  to 
idob  on  high  grounds,  by  thofe  againit  whom  this 
charge  is  preferred.  Such  was  the  prevailing  fuper« 
flition  of  the  times,  that  people  brought  their  obla-^ 
tions  to  places  of  the  greateft  eminence  and  publi- 
city, and  there  prefented  them  to  thofe  who  by  na* 
ture  are  not  God. 

8.  Behind  the  doors  alfo  and  the  pofts  haft 
thou  fet  up  thy  remembrance  :  for  thou  haft 
4ifcovered  tbjfelf  to  another  than  me,  and  art 
gone  up :    thou  haft  enlarged  thy  bed^  and 
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ihade  thee  a  covinant^^  them  ;  thou  lovedft 
their  bed  where  thou  fawefl  //• 

llie  fifth  article  contained  in  this  heavy  charge,  is 
ejcprefled  in  thefe  woi^s  which  are  now  to  be  confi* 
dered.     By  the  remembrance  here  mentioned,  is 
meant  the  images  and  houTehold  gods,  which  were 
the  objeds  of  the  people's  frequent  recolledioii)  re- 
fped,  and  veneration^    Thefe  figuses^  or  fmall  fta- 
tues,  were  fuppofed  to  preferve  in  {afety  the  fanu- 
lies  wherein  they  had  their  fiation,  and  were  often 
placed,  as  our  prophet  intimates,  befide  the  dooi?s  and 
door- pods,  that  thofe  who  went  out  and  came  in 
might  call  them  to  mind,  and  have  opportunity  of 
paying  them  homage.-^For  thou  bq/i  dijiovered  an* 
taber  tban  me^  (faith  God^  '  1  bou  1^  provoked  me 
^  to  anger  With  ftrange  gods,  with  gods  Whom  thou 
*  kneweft  not,  with  rneiy  godis  that  came  ne^y  up, 
'  and  haft  (brfaken  the  God  that  formed  thee*.— ^edki 
art  gone  up  to  high  places,  to  do  them  fervice,  and  to 
pay  them  honours. — Tbau  bcfi  enlarged  tby  bcd^  and 
greatly  extended  the  places  wherein'  you  find  the 
moft  pleafing  indulgenciea  and  higheft  fenfual  grati- 
fications, in  revellings  and  banquetings,  and  abomi- 
nable idolatries  -f.'^And  made  thee  a  cwenaM  wkb 
them.    Notwithftanding  I  admitted  thee,  (faith  God) 
into  intimate  relation  with  nayfelf,  and  thou  becameft 
bound  faithfully  to  adhere  to  me  and  my  feivice, 
thou  haft  divefted  thyfelf  of  dependence  on  me,  and 
perfidioufly  joined  thyfelf  to  other  lords  befide  me;— - 
Thou  lovedft  their  idolatrous  rites,  and  obfervedft  the 
fuperftitious  ceremonies  whereon  many  place  their 
truft,  and  repofe  themfelves  with  fome  degfto  of  eafe 
and  fatisfadtion. 

9*    And  thou  wenteft  to  the  king  with 
ointment,  and  didft  increafe  thy  perfiosnes, 

and 
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and  didft  fend  thy  meiTeuger^  far  off^  and 
didft  debafe  tbyfclfevcn  unto  belU 

The  ^pofta^t^  Church  is  farther  charged  with 
having  paid  too  great  veneration  to  fome  perfon  of 
eminence,  and  given  to  him  the  honour  due  to  Je« 
hovah,  from  whom  only  falvation  is  to  be  expeded. 
As  our  prophet  does  not  name  the  prince  he  in- 
tended, various  conjedures  have  been  formed  re- 
fpeding  the  perfon  who  is  meant.  If  the  charge  is 
conlidered  as  brought  againft  the  people  of  Judah* 
the  Aflyrian  monarch  may  be  alluded  to ;  for  to  him 
raeflengers  were  fent  from  king  Ahaz,  faying,  *  I  am 
'  thy  fervant  and  thy  fon,  come  up  and  fave  me  out 
*  of  the  hand  of  the  King  of  Syria  V  Thefe  am- 
bafladors,  which  were  fent  to  Babylon,  probably 
carried  with  them,  according  to  eaftem  cuftom, 
a  prefent  of  fome  excellent  oil  and  rich  perfumes, 
along  with  the  filver  and  gold  which  are  exprefsly 
mentioned  in  the  hiftory  of  that  tranfaftion  f.  By 
this  unworthy  expedient,  the  Jewifli  people  debafed 
themfelves  and  di(honoured  God,  whofe  affiftance 
they  ought  to  have  implored  —But  as  this  prophecy, 
according  to  the  hypothefes  1  have  adopted,  relates 
chiefly  to  the  Chriftian  Church  when  degenerated 
and  corrupted,  the  Roman  Pontiff*,  the  king  of 
myftical  Babylon,  may  be  intended,  who,  for  ages, 
was  confidered  as  the  vicar  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the 
difpenfer  of  his  grace  to  the  children  of  men.  To 
this  haughty,  powerful  potentate,  ambafladoris  were 
difpatched,  with  valuable  gifts  from  different  parts  of 
Afia  and  Europe, to  conciliate  his  favour,  and  to  obtain 
his  benedidion.  By  this  mean,  fervile  compliance, 
thofe  who  aded  in  this  manner  fhamefully  debafed 
themfelves,  and  incurred  the  dread  dilpleafure  of 
that  God  who  will  not  giv?  his  glory  to  another. 

10.  Thou 
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lo.  Thou  art  wearied  in  the  greatnef$  of 
thy  way;  j^^/ Taidft  thou  not,  Tnere  is  no 
hope:  thpu  haft  found  the  lifp  of  tliine 
hand  j  therefore  thou  waft  not  grieved. 

The  cripr^es  qomroitted  b^  tb^  comipt  Church  be- 
came more  heinous  by  their  ob(lins(te  perfeverance 
in  wicked nefs.~.In  the  firft  part  of  the  Tcrfe,  there 
feems  to  be  allufion  to  a  traveller,  who,  having  en- 
tered on  a  long  and  ba:^ardous  journey,  in  which  he 
has  to  furmount  many  obftacles  and  difficulties,  be- 
comes much  fatigued  whilft  he  continues  to  go  for* 
ward,  in  the  expe£lation  of  arriving  at  the  place  of 
his  deftination  with  cpnfiderable  advantage.  Th^ 
way  fpoken  of,  is  the  courfe  whereby  thofe  who  arc 
travelling  to  another  and  better  country  proqeed,  in 
order  to  reach  the  end  they  have  in  view.  The 
greatnefs  of  the  way,  wfierein  they  were  tired,  confid- 
ed in  its  being  irkfoAie,  long,  and  tedious,  in  confe- 
quence  of  many  incumbrances  and  obftrudions, 
arifing  from  fuperftitious,  idolatrous  pradices.  How 
laborious  and  troublefome,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
how  frivolous  and  vain,  the  fuperftitious  rites  and  ob- 
fervances  that  have  been  introduced  into  the  fimple, 
fpiritual  wprfhip  of  the  living  God,  inftituted  by  Jefus 
Chrift  and  his  apofUes.  Inftead  of  fervtng  the  one 
true  God,  through  the  ope  Mediator,  by  the  one  Spi« 
fit,  many  objeds  of  adoration,  and  inany  intercefibrs 
have  been  devifcd.  To  the  obfervation  of  one  day 
in  feven,  have  been  added  numbers  of  holy  days  and 
feitivals,  to  be  kept  throughout  the  year.  To  the 
facred  worfliip  due  to  the  Mod  High,  have  been 
joined  innumerable  fplendid  ads  of  devotion  of  hu- 
man contrivance.  The  remifiion  of  fins  through 
the  blood  of  Chrift,  freely  offered  in  the  gofpel  tp 
the  believing  and  the  penitetit,  hath  been  c6nne6ied 
with  penances  and  offerings  of  filver  and  gold.  The 
plain  inftitutions  of  baptifm  and  the  Lord's  fupper 

have 
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have  been  loaded  with  lidiculous  pompous  cercuno-t 
nies.  By  theie,  and  many  other  impediments, 
placed  in  the  way  of  falvation,  men  have  been 
greatly  fatigued  and  difcouraged* 

Tctfindft  thou  not^  there  is  no  hope.  Though  wearied 
by  thefe  troublefome  obfervances,  thou  didft  not 
intimate  thy  determination  of  refraining,  and  pro*' 
ceeding  no  farther  in  this  tirefome  path.  Notwith- 
Handing  thou  baft  found,  by  experience,  that  no 
real  permanent  benefit  could  be  obtained  by  the 
pradtice  of  fuperftition,and  that  thou  haft  not  receive4 
any  fubftantial  favour  from  the  king  to  whom  thou 
haft  yielded  obeifance,  thou  haft  fooliftily  perfifted  in 
cherifliing  expedations  from  thefe  quarters,  and  haft 
not  taken  one  ftep  toward  reformation. — nou  haji 
Jbund  the  life  of  tbme  band.  The  hand  being  the 
chief  inftrument  of  adion,  the  expreffion  may  de« 
note,  that,  by  adlivity  and  perfevering  induftry,  fbme 
temporary  advantages  and  fenfual  pleafures  had  been 
acquired,  that  were  fuited  to  gratify  the  deiires  of 
the  fiefli  and  the  corrupt  mind.  In  the  courfe  which 
thou  haft  held,  thy  vicious  tafte  and  vain  imagina- 
tion bath  been  cheriflied,  by  the  idolatrous  rites  and 
woHbip  in  which  thou  haft  been  employed.  The 
confequence  is  fuch  as  might  be  expedted. — Tbere^ 
fore  tbott  waji  not  grieved.  Thou  haft  not  felt  unea- 
finefs^or  anguifli  of  mind,  nor  experienced  penitential 
fonrow  for  what  thou  haft  done  offenfive  to  God, 
mining  to  thy  felf,  and  diflionourable  to  thy  pro« 
feffion. 

1 1 .  And  of  vfrhom  had  thou  been  afraid  01 
feared,  that  thou  haft  lied,  and  haft  not  re* 
membered  me,  nor  laid  //  to  thy  heart  ?  have 
not  I  held  my  peace  even  of  old,  and  thoij 
feareft  me  not  ? 

The  extre(ne  folly  and  inconfiftency  of  the  fupwr- 
ftition  above  defcribed,  is  fliarply  reproved.    That 

the 
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tbe  reprehenfion  might  make  the  deeper  impreffion 
jon  the  mind.of  the  delinquent,  it  is  ftated  in  the  form 
of  an  inquiry,  which  demands  a  proper  reply.     1  aik, 
C^  whom  hqfl  thou  been  i^aidf  Uaft  thou  not  feared 
objects  utterly  unworthy  of  the  leaft  homage  or 
reverence,  whilft  thou  haft  neglected  to  ftand  in  awe 
of  the  glorious  majefty  of  Jehovah,  and  his  righteous 
judgments  ?-^6^  ibw  heft  licd^  and  dealt  deceitfully 
with,  the  God  of  truth,  by  not  acting  toward  him 
with  reneration  and  efteem,  whom  thou  art  obliged, 
)>y  the  ftrongeft  ties,  to  ferve  and  honour.  ••*-^^  bafi 
noi  rememberfd  me,  the  magnificent  dtfplays  i  have 
given  of  my  infinite  grandeur  and  excelknce,  in  the 
works  of  my  hands,  m  the  operations  of  my  provi- 
dence,  in  the  revelations  of  my  grace,  and  the  ordi- 
nances of  my  inftitution.     1  hou  haft  not  recolleded 
aright  my  (acred  ordinances,  my  holy  precepts,  and 
awful  threatnings,  which  ought  never  to  be  forgotten. 
Inftead  of  thele  important  fubje^ts,  which  ought 
ferioufly  to  be  confidered  and  laid  to  heart,  thou  haft 
fubftituted    various    unmeaning  ceremonies,  about 
jwhich  thou  haii  been  occupied  with  much  care  and 
attention.'~^av^  not  I  held  my  peace,  and  kept  filence 
whilft  thou  haft  forgotten  and  negledied  me  ?  1  have 
not  employed  my  faithful  fervants  to  admonifti  and 
lebuke  thee  for  thy  abominable  fuperftitions  and 
idolatries,  nor  have  1  puniftied  thee  as  thy  tradfgref- 
fions  juftly  deferve.  Notwitbftanding  this  forbearance 
— Ihm  feareji  me  •  not.     Thou  haft  neither  regarded 
nor  improved  my  clemency  and  patience,  thou  haft 
not  abandoned  thy  deteftable  iniquities,  thou  haft 
not  obeyed  my  authority,  nor  been  influenced  by 
fuitable  reiped  to  the  mftitutions  of  my  worftiip. 

The  ftyie  and  prophetic  terms,  ufed  by  Ifaiah  in 
this  pcedidion^  feem  rather  to  dclcnbe  the  ancient 
idolatry  ot  ifrael  and  Judah,  than  the  fuperftitious 
devotions  of  the  Chrittian  Church  under  the  New 
Teftament.  if,  however,  the  general  fcheme  purfucd 
by  him,  the  connexion  and  del^gn  of  this  difcourfe, 
are  impartially  confidered,  and  compared  with  the 

circumftances  relative  to  the  ftate  of  the  Church 

previous 
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previous  to  the  glorious  Reformation. — If  the  fimila. 
rity  of  language  is  marked,  that  is  adopted  on  this 
fubje^l  in  fpme  of  the  apoftles*  writings,  with  what  b 
here  ufed,  the  application  of  the  prophecy  to  the  See 
of  Rome,  and  its  connections  at  the  period  now  men* 
tioned,  will  appear  both  natural  and  juft.    The  great 
bulk  of  that  large  community  were  the  pofterity 
of  thofe  who  dealt  peifidioufly  wit4i  tkxl,  and  depart-* 
ingftom  him,  entered  into  the  fervice  of  other  k)rds, 
and  thus  proved  falfe  and  deceitful.     As  if  in  fport, 
they  treated  with  derilion  and  contempt  the  upright 
fervants  of  Jefus  Chrift.     What  extreme   fbndnefs 
have  they  difcovered  for  images,  ftatues,  and  pidures, 
which  were  placed  in  houfes,  temples,  and  public 
places,  before  which  they  ptoftrafied  themfelves^and 
worlhipped !    Such  hath  been  their  fuperftitious  zeal 
aod  fury,  that  they  perfecuted  to  death  immenfe 
numbers  of  living  faints,  whilfl  they  treated  fome  of 
them  that  were  dead  as  if  they  had  been  gods,  and 
afi:ribed  to  them  the  honours  that  are  due  to  God 
alone.  About  the  twelfth  century  they  put  to  death, 
with  barbarous  cruelty,  thoufands  of  the  children  of 
God,  the  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  confeflbrs  of 
the  truth,  who  were  remarkable  for  the  purity  of  their 
lives  and  firm  attachment  to  the  gofpel,  inhabiting 
the  vallies  of  Piedmont  and  other  countries.     To 
all  the  abominable  fuperftitions  they  were  addidted^ 
which  had  been  pradifed  in  ancient  times  by  Ifrael 
and  Judah.    To  the  king,  that  was  fuppofed  to  be 
the  vicar  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  difpenfer  of  divine  grace 
to  men,  many  ambaftadors,  with  valuable  prefents, 
were  difpatched  from  different  quarters,   Eliciting 
from  him  that  fttteth  in  the  temple  of  God,  Taving 
benefits  and  privileges.    By  doing  him  that  homage, 
which  belongeth  not  to  man  to  receive,  they  difgrace« 
fully  debafed  themfelvet.     Though  quite  tired  with 
the  obfervation  of  many  foolifti  ceremonies,  unaffec- 
ted by  the  long-fuffering  of  God,  and  their  own  ex- 
treme folly,  they  perfifted  in  their  evil  ways,  not 

delpairing 
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diTpairing  of  fucc<efs  attending  the  m^aftires  they 
had  purfued.  From  this  application  of  the  prophecy, 
we  clearly  fee,  that  the  innovations  and  corruptions 
of  the  apoitate  church  of  Rome  are  not  merely  glan« 
ced  at,  or  obliquely  intended  by  our  prophet,  but 
that  they  are  plainly  and  particularly  intimated.  A 
general  expedtation  of  thefe  predidled  events,  which 
were  anticipated  in  the  Jewifli  Church  by  their  ^ 
idolatries  and  corruptions,  rendered  good  men  atten- 
tive and  inquifitive,  whilft  lit  prepared  them  for  the 
full  coavidion  which  their  adual  accomplifhment  was 
defigned  to  produce, 

i2«  I  will   declare  thy  righteoufnefs  and 
thy  works,  for  they  fhall  not  profit  thee. 

Divine  judgments  are  denounced  againft  an  evil 
and  adulterous  generation,  as  the  juft  pliniihmeDt 
of  their  woful  apoftacy  from  God  and  his  lacred  wor- 
fhip..  Notwithftanding  they  had  forfaken  Jehovah, 
and  grievoufly  corrupted  his  inftitutions,  they  were 
not  deftitute  of  what  was  reckoned  righteoufnefs,  and 
works  whereby  they  hoped  to  maintain  their  caufe 
and  to  (land  in  judgment  before  God.  They  main- 
tained, that  they  were  the  repofitory  of  revealed 
truth,  the  infallible  judge  of  controverfies ;  whilft 
they  prefumptuoufly  imagined,  that,  by  perfecuting 
unto  death  and  configning  to  flames  and  tortures 
thofe  whom  they  branded  with  the  name  of  heretics, 
they  did  God  good  fervice.  They  openly  afferted, 
that  there  were  among  them  many  faints,  who  were 
poflefled  of  fuch  abundant  merit,  as  to  be  able  to 
fpare  fome  of  it  to  their  needy  friends,  who  in  that 
lefpedt  were  miferably  defi(5ient.  Though  they  pro- 
feffed  to  be  denied  to  worldly  honours  and  pleafures, 
they  had  every  where  fpacious  temples,  and  fplendid 
images  richly  adorned,  fqoe  altars,  and  coftly  pontifi* 
cal  garments.  Of  thefe  and  the  like  things,  they 
made  their  boaft,  and  on  them  they  placed  great 

dependence. 
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dependence.  The  Lord  God  folcmnly  declares—^ 
libey  Jbatt  not  profit  tbee ;  when  brought  into  public 
view,  and  impartially  examined,  they  fUall  appeal 
contemptible,  and  deftitute  of  thofe  advantages  with 
which  they  feemed  to  be  conneded.  Their  per-« 
formances,  diveiled  of  fpecious  names^  of  oftenfible 
beauty  and  importance,  ihall  be  feen  in  their  true 
colours,  blended' with  deteftable  bypocrify,  avarice^ 
impurity,  luxury,  ambition,  cruelty,  and  fuperilition« 
and  lofe  all  the  Value  which  had.  been  talfely  attached 
to  them.  When  God  doth  this,  it  (hall  fully  appear 
that  the  righteoufnefs  of  finners,  which  confifts  in 
the  obedience  and  death  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  only 
Mediator  between  God  and  man,  hath  been  greatly 
obicured,  and  that  the  worth  of  good  works  hath 
been  grofsly  mifreprefented,  and  much  over-rat?d, 
Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  Xhe  hiftory  of  the 
Church  prior  to  the  Reformation^  and  at  that  period^ 
may  eafily  perceive  the  fulfilment  of  this  prediction; 
when  the  delufive  artifices  invented  by  fu perdition 
were  brought  to  light,  and  declared  vain  and  unpro* 
Stable,  and  the  do&rines  of  grace  were  refcued  from 
the  darknefs  wherein  they  had  been  iixvolved. 

* 

13.  ^  When  thou  cried,  let  thy  compames 
deliver  thee :  but  the  wind  (hall  carry  them 
all  away ;  vanity  fhall  take-  tbem  :  but  he  that 
putteth  his  truft  in  me,  fhall  poflefs  the  land^ 
and  Ihall  inherit  nay  holy  mountain. 

The  deplorable  condition  of  the  apoflate  Church, 
when  reduced  to  an  afllidive  fenfe  of  imminent  dan* 
ger,  and  obliged  to  fupplicate  aid  and  deliverance,  is 
contrafled  with  the  happy  ftate  of  thofe  who  place 
their  confidence  in  Jehovah. — When  thou  foliciteft 
help  in  time  of  thv  necefiity,  go  to  thofe  auxiliaries 
on  whom  thou  haft  relied  for  afiiftance  and  fupport, 
apply  to  them  for  fuccour  and  relief  from  impending 
ruin — But  tbe  wmdJbaU  carry  them  all  away.     Falfe 
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dodrine,  Which,  though  fluAuating  ^tid  unceiftain,  is 
powerful  in  its  operations,  (hall  drire  them  away 
from  their  ftations,  as  a  ftrong  wind  does  the  chaflfand 
the  ftubblis,  fo  that  they  ihall  be  incapable  of  grant- 
ing the  defired  fuccoun  The  awful  judgments  of 
God  thall  carry  them  away  like  ftndke,  Ihall  fruftrate 
all  their  attempts  to  maintain  the  caufe  of  fuperftition« 
and  render  their  intended  fupport  Vain  and  inefiec* 
tualw.  fTaftiiy  flfoM  imki  them.  All  their  eibrts  to 
preferve  the  decayiiig  ittterefts  of  the  faUe  fyftem, 
which  had  been  long  eftabliflied,  (hall  be  baffled,  and 
prove  unprofitable  for  that  purpofe. 

Bui  be  that  pidtetb  his  trnft  m  the,  &c    He  that 
placeth  his  dependence  on  the  Lord  God,  to  re- 
move   the    evils    that  he    fuftains,  to   avert  the 
dangers  that  he  feats,  to  fupply  the  wants  that  he 
ieels,  and  to  befto*  the  bleffings  that  he  needs—He 
that,  divefted  of  anftioos  perplexing  folicitude*  aims 
at  the  faithful  peiibrmance  of  his  duty,  commits  him- 
felf,  with  all  hi^  interefts,  to  the  prote&ion  and  dif* 
pofal  of  Jehovah,  repofing  his  confidence  in  his  pow« 
er,  grace,  Md  faithfulnefs^  (hall  find  his  heart  eftab- 
lifhed,  his  forrows  alleviated,  his  firars  difpelled,  his 
mind  compofed,  and  hisjuft  defires  fulfilled. — Ee 
JbdUpoffefs  the  Imd,    After  his  enemies,  oppreflbn, 
and  perfecutors  ate  cut  off,  and  have  melted  away 
as  the  fat  of  lambs,  he  (hall  enjoy  the  good  things 
which  infinite  Wifdom  fees  proper  to  bellow.    Ift 
the  words  of  the  royal  Pfalmilt  *,  *  The  righteous 
•  (hall  inherit  the  land,  and  dwell  therein  for  ever.'*« 
To  this  pofleffion  he  bath  a  plenary  right,  in  virtue 
of  the  promife  and  gift  of  the  great  Lord  of  all ;  and 
he  (hall  enjoy  it  with  quietnefs  and  contentment, 
neither  repining  at  the  fmaUnefs  of  his  portion,  not 
envying  others  foY  what  is  aifigned  to  them.    The 
land,  1  fuppofe,  Which  he  that  trufteth  in  the  Loitl 
ihall  occupy,  is  the  fitme  which  Was  promifed  to  the 
fitther  of  the  faithful,  under  the  name  of  the  world, 
which  the  apoftle  Paul  hath  mentioned  in  the  inven^ 
tory  he  gives  of  the  property  of  teal  Ghriftians.    Is 
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is  doubtlefs  the  earth,  which  Jefus  Chrift  declares 
fhall  be  inherited  by  the  ipeek,  who,  with  true  humt-* 
lity  of  mind,  and  admiring  views  of  the  grace  of 
God,  cordially  fubmit  to  his  all-wife  difpenfations^ 
cheerful  and  fatisfied  with  the  blefflngs  eonferred  on 
them  by  their  heavenly  Father. — Andjball  inberit  my 
bolymountain,—^\it  peculiar  privileges  belonging  to  the 
Church  of  God  under  the  New  Teftament,  over 
which  the  gloriousRedeemer  prefidesasking;  where-* 
in  his  peculiar  people  perform  the  foiemn  exercifes  of 
his  worihip,  and  enjoy,  with  pleafure  and  gratitude, 
many  ineftimable  advantages.— -After  the  forces  of 
the  kingdoms  and  ftates  had  been  coUeded,  which 
were  the  fupports  of  the  Church,  deprived  of  its  for* 
mer  beauty  and  purity,  and  had  received  the  pontifi* 
cal  benedidion,  they  fufiered  dreadiiil  flaughter,  and 
were  completely  defeated — ^Whereas  the  upright 
worfliippers  of  Jehovah,  who  trufted  in  his  name, 
were  refcued  from  the  power  of  thofe  who  fpoiled  and 
laid  them  wafte,  and  were  permitted  to  ei\joy,  without 
moleftation,  the  bleffings  of  Providence,  and  to  cele- 
brate the  wor(hip  of  the  Moft  High. 

14.  And  fliall  fay,  Call  ye  up,  caft  ye  up, 
prepare  the  w^y,  take  up  the  ilumbling-^block 
out  of  the  way  of  my  people. 

The  majeftic  voice  of  God  is  qqw  heard,  calling 
thofe  to  engage  in  the  reformation  of  the  Church*  to 
whom  this  great  work  efpecially  beiongedf  who  are 
direded  to  remove  whatever  is  obnojiious  or  offen- 
iive.  The  words,  though  elpe^ially  addreiled  to 
thofe  in  public  capacities,  and  pofle^ed  of  diftin- 
guiihed  abiUtjes,  are  not  Xo  be  ponigned  tp  them,  but 
extended  to  all,  who,  in  thek  fevenil  ftations,  ought 
to  contribute  their  aid  to  this  guod  work.— -l  he 
Lord  God,  who  h^d  for  g  long  time  held  his  peace, 
and  been  filent,  gives  this  esprefs  oxdev—Cq^ye  up^ 
Tbt.  repetiibo  ^  this  order,  takra  in  conuec^oa 

with 
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i?7ith  what  foDows,  plainly  fhews  the  Divine  good 
pleafure  that  the  bufinefs  prefcribed  (hould  be  exe- 
cuted with  the  utmoft  promptitude  and  alacrity, 
notwithftanding  the  difficulties,  opppfitions^  and  dan* 
gers,  that  lay  in  the  way.  In  this  etpreffion,  there 
is  an  obvious  allufion  to  the  reparation  of  a  high 
way,  that,  being  long  negleded,  hath  funk  and  be« 
come  uneven,  and  which  requires  to  be  laid  with 
hard  materials,  to  render  it  fmooth  and  eaiy  to  tra- 
vellers. In  mending  public  roads,  the  firft  thing  to 
be  done  is,  to  throw  up  the  earth  that  hath  fallen 
into  the  gutters  by  the  way-fide,  and  to  remove 
every  obftruAion  that  might  hinder  pafTengers  in 
their  journey.  In  allufion  to  this  well-known  prac- 
tice, the  way  required  to  be  repaired  comprifes  all 
that  is  neceflary  to  be  believed  and  performed,  in 
order  to  attain  eternal  ialvation. — ^The  rule  of  faith 
and  obedience,  which  ihews  what  is  to  be  avoided* 
and  what  is  to  be  done,  in  the  worfliip  and  fervice  of 
God  by  his  people,  who  are  prefiing  forward  in  their 
journey  toward  the  heavenly  and  better  country — 
The  way  of  truth,  whiereby  faith  mull  be  regulated ; 
the  way  of  God's  precepts,  in  which  the  Church  muft 

I>roceed  in    acceptable  worlhip  and   good  difcip- 
ine. 

This  road  of  duty  is  required  to  be  caft  up,  which 
intimates,  that  it  had  fallen  into  difrepair,  and  become 
difagreeable  and  tedious,  fo  that  it  needed  to  be  re- 
ftored  to  its  former  ftate,  and  new  made,  that  travel- 
lers might  not  err  therein,  and  that  it  might  ferve  the 
purpofi^s  for  which  it  was  intended.  Much  labour 
and  pains  were  to  be  bellowed  by  thofe  called  to' 
this  arduous  work,  in  arranging,  explaining,  and  il- 
lultrating  the  doArines,  the  precepts,  the  worihip, 
and  discipline  contained  in  the  Scriptures,  that  thej 
who  walk  according  to  that  rule  might  make  the 
greateft  progrefs  with  eafe  and  fatisfaftion. — Take  ufi 
tbe  Jlumbling'-block  out  of  the  way  of  my  peopk,  which 
ignorance,  tyranny,  fuperftition,  and  prejudice*  hatb 
laid  in  the  way  of  God's  Ialvation — clear  it  of  the 
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errors  which  have  been  introduced,  of  the  rubbifh 
Vihefkmth  it  is  clogged,  and  of  thofe  occafions  of 
people's  falling  into  fin,  and  lofing  their  integrity, 
that  juftly  give  offence.  By  fuch  meafures  render 
the  vray  fmooth  and  plain,  take  heed  that  every 
thing  be  confident  with  the  new  oeconomy  of  grace, 
and  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  apoftles ; 
that  fo  no  inopediment  may  hinder  the  fervants  of 
God  from  advancing  in  the  way  of  truth  and  holi-* 
nefs«— If  you  wifh  to  be  acquainted  With  the  fulfil- 
ment of  this  prophecy,  read  the  hiftory  of  the  Refor- 
mation, effe£):ed  by  means  of  thofe  eminent  men 
that  the  Lord  God  raifed  up,  and  qualified  for  accom- 
pli(bing  this  great  work,  whofe  aitonifiiing  exertions 
he  crowned  with  glorious  fuccefs,  infomuch  that  from 
the  time  of  the  apoftles,  nothing  comparable  to  it  had 
ever  been  done  in  the  world  or  the  Church.  At 
this  momentous  epoch,  to  which  our  prophet  feems 
to  refer,  when  the  moft  illuftrious  of  all  the  revolu- 
tions that  happened  in  the  ftate  of  Chriftianity,  fince 
the  days  of  its  Divine,  immortal  Founder,  was  intro- 
duced that  •  happy  change  into  religion,  which  is 
known  by  the  name  of  the  glorious  Reformation. 
By  this  memorable  event,  which  adorns  the  records 
of  the  fixteenth  century,  the  way  of  the  Lord  was 
prepared,  occafions  of  flumbling  were  taken  away, 
truth  was  cleared  from  thofe  miftakes  whereby  it  had 
been  obfcured,  the  worlhip  of  God  was  refcued  from 
idolatry  and  fuperftition,  the  Scriptures  were  brought 
into  ufe,  explained  and  applied,  and  the  way  of  falva- 
tion,  through  faith  in  the  obedience  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
was  freed  from  the  incumbrances  with  which  it  ha4 
been  loaded.  The  prefent  age  fenfibly  feels,  an4 
future  ^ges  will  cpntinue  to  perceive  the  jneftimable 
advantages  produced  by  this  grand  revolution,  which 
{extended  its  influence  not  only  to  the  kingdoms  of 
)Lurope,  but  the  moft  diftant  empires  on  the  earth. 
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15.  For  thus  faith  the  high  and  lofty  One 
that  inhabiteth  eternity,  whofe  name  //  holy, 
I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place;  with  hiiQ 
alfo  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  fpirit, 
to  revive  the  fpirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  re* 
vive  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones. 

Thefe  words  contain  a  magnificent  defcription  of 
the  infinite  grandeur  of  Jehovah,  and  an  amiable 
reprefentation  of  his  adorable  condefcenfion  and 
grace,  which  are  intended  to  tdminiftef  coniblation 
to  the  humble  and  broken  fpirit.  The  fendaient, 
which  is  truly  fublime,  may  be  confidered  either  in 
reference  to  what  preceded,  as  a  reafon  why  the 
Moll .  High  foretold  the  reformation  of  the  Church, 
that  thofe  who  deeply  lamented  the  prevailing  cor- 
ruption of  the  times  might  be  afiured  of  the  prefence 
and  confolations  of  God.— Or,  it  may  be  viewed  at 
conneded  with  what  is  fubjoined  in  the  following 
verfes,  and  designed  to  comfort  their  hearts,  who, 
having  abandoned  the  errors  they  had  embraced,  and 
returned  from  their  iniquities  into  the  way  of  truth, 
V^ith  the  reviving  aflurance  that  Jehovah  would  dwell 
in  them,  and  voucbfafe  to  blefs  them  with  the  com- 
munications of  his  grace.  Though  this,  like  the 
other  prophecies,  came  not  of  old  by  the  will  of  men, 
but  the  fervant$  pf  God  *  fpake  as  they  were  moved 
*  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,'  it  is  remarkable,  that,  when 
they  uttered  things  of  peculiar  moment  and  intereft, 
which  might  be  credited  with  difficulty,  to  give  the 
more  authority  to  what  they  deliver,  the  fubjeft  is 
introducecl  vviih  wordis  pf  fimilar  import  to  thc^e 
before  us. 

For  thus  faith  the  high  and  lofty  One.who,  in  refped  of 
exilU  nce,pcrfedion,  don.inion,and  glory,is  greatly  ex- 
alted  above  all  >^ho  are  called  gods.  As  Solomon  ac* 
^uowkgedy  ^  He  is  iigher  than  the  higheft  **  of  the 
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creatures  he  hath  made,  who  are  infinitely  inferior  to 
him  in  excellence,  dignity,  and  glory.  He  i$  the  firft 
and  the  laft,  the  fame  yefterday,  to*day,  and  for  even 
He  alone,  who  dwelleth  in  the  light  which  no  man 
can  approach,  hath  immortality ;  though  angels,  and 
men  alfo  after  the  refurredion,  (hall  never  die,  it  is 
the  peculiar  prerogative  of  Jehovah,  that  he  hatli 
immortality,  which  is  an  eflential  property  of  his 
nature— ^^  fume  is  bofy.  He  is  perfedUy  free 
fipotn  all  manner  of  impurity,  being  infinitely  and 
immutably  holy,  in  his  nature  and  attributes,  in  his 
word  and  works,  of  which  be  hath  exhibited  the  molt 
ftriking  proofs  and  demonftrations.  He  calls  his 
people  unto  holinefs,  he  aftually  tenders  them  holy^ 
declaring  that  he  himfelf  is  the  foucce,  the  pattern, 
the  rule,  and  motive  of  all  the  fanAity  they  poflefs. 
^^Idftvett  m  the  bigb  and  holy  place.  The  biefied 
God  hath  his  peculiar  refidence  in  thehigheft  heaveils, 
which  are  emphatically  denominated  the  habitation 
of  his  holinefs;  where  he  is  contemplated,  adored, 
and  ferved  by  all  the  celeftial  hofts.  Though  his 
pitfence  fills  heaven  and  earth,  he  affirms  that  he 
dwells  on  high;  becaufe  he  there  affords  the  brighteft 
manifeftations  of  his  tranfcendent  glory,  and  his  ex- 
sited  worihippers  are  admitted  to  delightful  inter- 
€Ourfe  with  him.  By  this  very  fublime  defcription, 
he  aflerts  his  infinite  exaltation  above  the  whole 
creation,  and  their  entire  dependence  on  his  fove- 
ttign  pleafure. 

Wkb  bim  a^b  that  is  of  a  bumble  and  contrite  Spirit. 
He  who  dwelleth  not  in  temples  made  with  hands, . 
whofe  throne  is  the  heayen,  and  whofe  footfbol  is  the 
earth;  amid  all  the  fplendors  of  his  glorbus  habita- 
tion, the  great  God  condefcends  to  look,  with  gra- 
cious regard  and  tender  compaii^on,  on  the  humble 
and  contrite,  whofe  mirnls  ate  grieved,  and  whofe 
hearts  are  broken,  on  account  of  their  depravity, 
imbecility,  and  innumerable  tranfgreffions — Whofe 
fpirits  are  deprefied  with  an  afiliding  fenfe  of  their 
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fpiritual  poverty,  of  the  wcaknefs  of  their  graces,  of 
the  deficiencies  attending  their  beft  fervices,  of  the 
ftrength  of  their  corrupt  paifions,  and  their  unfpeak- 
able  need  of  the  righteoufnefs  and  grace  of  the  great 
Redeemer.  With  perfons  of  this  charafter  the  eter- 
nal Jehovah  is  pleafed  to  dwell.  He  not  only  vifits, 
but  be  takes  •  up  his  abode  with  them,  he  takes 
pofleflion  of  their  hearts,  he  eve&s  his  throne  in  their 
fouls,  he  converfes  with  them  as  one  does  ^i-itb  his 
intimate  friend.  He  beautifies  them  with  Divine 
grace,  he  imparts  to  them  the  eblightning,  fanftify- 
ing,  and  comforting  influences  of  his  Spirit ;  by  his 
power,  he  affords  them  protection  and  eftablifhment; 
by  his  wifdom,  he  fuppUes  them  with  inftrudion  and 
direction ;  by  his  tender  compaffion,  he  relieves  them 
under  all  their  troubles;  and  from  his  goodnefs,  he 
enriches  and  abundantly  fatisfies  them.  Thofe  who 
are  thus  highly*  favoured  of  the  Lord,  admiring  and 
adoring  his  wonderful  condefcenfion,  adopt  with 
pleafure  the  exclamation  of  the  fweet  Pfsdmift  of 
Ifrael,  *  What  is  man  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  *' 
•  Though  God  be  high  he  hath  rcfpcd  to  the  lowly  f*. 
—How  generous  the  defign  which  Jehovah  eneds 
by  this  gracious  difpenfation !  intended 

To  revive  the  Jpirit  of  the. bumble.  To  admifiifter 
fuccour,  and  to  pour  divine  confolations  into  the  heart 
dejedled  by  an  afilidive  fenfe  of  the  awful  difpleafure 
of  the  Almighty,  manifefted  againft  fin— To  folace 
the  difconfolate  mind,  deprefled  by  difquieting  griefi 
and  languHhing  under  penitent  convidtions  of  the 
.  malignity  and  guilt  of  tranfgreflion — To  grant  deli- 
verance from  diftrefs  and  dreaded  calamities,  and  by 
his  quickening  Spirit  to  render  lively,  vigorous,  and 
cheerful.  The  expreflion  is  repeated,  to  intimate 
the  abfolute  certainty  of  this  happy  effed,  which 
ihall  not  fail  to  refult  from  the  refidence  of  the  Lord 
God  in  the  humble  heart.  He  will  fupport  and 
animate  the  contrite,  in  all  their  iharp  dHquietudes 

and 
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and  forrows,  from  whatever  caufes  they  proeeed,  by 
eilablifhing  faith  in  his  kind  providence,  in  his  pater^^ 
nal  care,  in  his  faithful  promifes,  in  the  good  coridudt 
of  the  leader  and  cdnlivianddr  of  the  people,  and  by 
the  pleafing  hope  of  glory,  honour,  and  immortality. 
When  weak  and  languid,  timorous  and  defponding, 
he  will  mercifully  refrefli  and  invigorate  their  faint- 
ing fpirits  with  the  light  of  his  countenance,  and  a' 
comfortable  fenfe  of  his  gracious  prefence.  In  this 
way  doth  the  Mod  High  fuftain  the  feeble,  difmayed 
fold,  and  impart  that  ftrong  confolation,  which,  like 
the  fweet  fragrance  of  the  richeft  perfume,  and  the 
leftorative  power  of  the  fined  cordial,  gives  new  life^ 
ftrength,  and  energy,  to  the  heart ;  in  confequence 
whereof,  the  perfon  thus  revived  is  enabled  to  exer« 
cife  grace,  to  perform  duty,  and  to  endure  af&idtions. 
The  vigour  of  the  fpiritual  life  is  renewed  and  in- 
creafed,  and  progreflively  carried  forward  to  its  final 
confummation  in  immortal  felicity. — This  allonifhing 
difplay  of  the  grace  of  God  toward  the  bumble  and 
contrite  hath  been  enjoyed  in  every  age.  About  the 
time  of  the  Reformation,  this  predidlion  was  remark-^ 
ably  verified  to  real  Chriftians,  in  Bohemia  and  other 
countries,  who  were  eminently  diftinguiflied  for  humi- 
lity, conltancy,  and  zeal  in  the  fervice  of  God.  And 
if  you,  my  brethren,  are  meek  and  lowly  in  hearty 
you  alfo  may  expedt  to  experience  its  fulfilment.— ^ 
Be  not,  however,  rafh  and  prefumptuous,  nor  tod 
diffident  and  timid  in  claiming  this  charadter :  If 
tbefe  are  the  prevailing,  habitual  difpofitions  of  yout 
minds,  though  attended  with  lamented  deficiencies, 
you  ought  to  rejoice  in  the  privilege  of  which  you 
are  aflured. — ^Whereas,  if  you  are  deftitute  of  thefd 
cflential  ingredients  in  the  Chriftian  charadter,  though 
occafionally  alarmed  with  a  vieW  of  your  fin  and 
^8^^  you  cannot,  in  prefent  circumftanccs,  ^  enjoy 
the  precious  benefit  we  have  been  confidering.  lin* 
til  your  fpiritual  ftate  is  changed,  your  condition  is 
depbrable. 

Vol.  IV.  K  k  16.  For 
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1 6.  For  I  will  not  contend  for  ever,  neither 
will  I  be  always  wroth:  for  the  fpirit  fhould 
fiiil  before  me,  and  the  fouls  wbicb  I  have 
made. 

The  reafon  is  here  afligned  why  the  Lord  God 
youchfafes  to  dwell  with  the  peniteot  and  lowly, 
why  he  is.  pleafed  to  alleviate  and  fhorten  the  cala- 
mities wherewith  he  vifits  his  people.  Did  he  always 
deal  flridly  aod  fi^verely  with  iSinners,  who  violate  hi« 
Iftw,  they  Goul4  Qot  entertain  the  leaft  hope  of  par* 
don  and  £ivour.  Obferve^  that  it  is  not  faid  that 
Qod  will  never  debate  nor  ftrive  with  his  people 
who  have  o0<nded  him  ;  for,  according  to  the  confti- 
tution  he  hgth  eftablilhed,  '  if  they  forfake  his  law, 
'  and  walk  not  in  his  judgments,  he  will  viiit  their 
'  tranfgreffion  with  the  rod,  and  theii;  iniquity  with 
'  ftripes  *.*  *  Becaufe  he  hath  known  them  above  all 
'  the  families  of  chie  earth,  therefore  will  he  puniih 

*  them  for  all  their  iniquities  f /-^NQtwithftandiog 
bis  adminiftration  is  condud^d  accondiiig  to  thefe 
Qia3(ims^  the  Almighty  afiures  his  Church«  that  he 
will  not  Qontend  for  ever ;  he  will  not  always,  chide, 
nor  keep  his  anger  continually,,  but  in  the  midft  of 
^eferved  wrath  he  wil)  remember  mercy.  His  peo* 
pie  fliall  not  be  permitted  to  remain  in  heavinefa  any 
longer  than  is  necef&ry  to  promote  their  reaj  benefit, 
and  after  calamities  have  executed  the  deSgoa  for 
which  they  were  fent,  a  way  of  efcape  or  dieUver** 
ance  (hall  be  opened*    *  After  he  bath  torn,  he  will 

*  heal ;   after  he  bath  fmitten,  he  will  bind  op ;.  be 

*  will  revive  and  rajfe  up,  and  caufe  them  to  live  in 

*  his  fight  j;  ;* '  for  he  retaineth  not  his  anger,  for  ever, 
^  becaufe  he  delighteth  in  mercy.* 

For  tbcjpirii  /bsnM  fml,  hefikre  irw^  &c.  The  ex- 
prcifion  feems  to  refer  to  the  diftrefli^  filiation  of 
thofe  who  are  fo  opprefled  with  «grief  and  uneafy 
thoughts,  fo  difcouraged  and  faint  in  their  minds^ 

that 
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that,  oyerwhelmed  by  fedrs  dnd  perplexities,  they 
refufe  to  be  comforted.  The  fptrit  and  foul»  1  fup- 
pofe,  are  fynonymous  terms,  denoting  the  fpirit 
which  'God  breathes  into  man  when  he  becomes  a 
living  foul,  which  at  death  returns  to  him  that  gav6 
it.  By  his  omnipotence  he  creates  and  unites  it  to 
the  body,  when  properly  difpofed  for  the  reception 
of  this  intelligent  inhabitant.  Hence  he  claims  this 
as  one  of  his  glorious  titles,  that  '  he  formeth  th6 

*  fpirit  of  man,  which  is  in  him  *J  On  this  account 
he  is  called,  by  an  infpired  apoftle,  *  the  Father  of 

*  fpirits  f  /  Heavy  and  long  continued  afflidion^ 
would  make  the  fouls  even  of  good  men,  that  have 
been  renewed  after  the  Divine  image,  and  rendered 
capable  of  important  fervices,  to- fail  before  God,  and 
incapacitate  them  for  the  work  to  which  they  are 
affigned — ^Their  fpirits,  involved  in  forrow  and  fad* 
nefs,  would  fall  into  defpondency,  mifcondrue  provi- 
dential difpenfations,  and,  defpairing  of  relief  and 
confolation,  become  languid  and  deprefled.  In  this 
feeble  and  forlorn  ftate^  they  would  be  altogether 
unfit  for  any  vigorous  exertion,  and  anfwering  the 
ends  for  which  they  were  made.  To  prevent  them 
bom  degenerating  into  this  unhappy  condition,  the 
Lord  God,  merciftd  and  gracious,  doth  not  forfake 
the  work  of  his  own  hands :  he  mitigates  and  Shor- 
tens the  calamities  wherewith  his  Church  are  vilited, 
and  brings  them  out  of  trouble,  that  they  may  praife 
his  name.  How  admirable  in  this,  as  in  every  other 
refpedl,  doth  the  mercy  and  compaflion  of  Jehovah 
appear,  in  his  management  of  the  concerns  of  his  pe- 
culiar people,  who,  when  their  ftrength^'  foriit'ud^, 
and  patience,  are  ready  to  fail  in  waiting  for  his 
falvation,  he  feafonably  interpofes  in  their  behalf, 
and  permits  them  not  to  fink  under  the  prefiure  of 
afflidion ! 

17.  For 
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I  J.  For  the  iniquity  of  his  covetoufnefs 
ti^as  I  wroth  ^  and  fmote  him  :  I  hid  me,  and 
vras  wroth,  and  lie  wen^:  on  frowardly  in  the 
way  of  his  heart, 

Thefe  words  clearly  fliew,  that  any  reformation,  or 
change  to  the  better,  which  God    effeds    in  hif 
Churph,  is  a  work  of  fovereign  mercy  jjnd  grace. 
That  he  might  reclaim  them  from  error,  and  reduce 
them  into  the  way  of  truth  and  holinefs,  he  qhaften- 
ed  them  in  various  ways ;  but  none  of  the  methods  he 
adopted  produced  repentance  and  amendment,^  they 
ftill  went  on  in  their  trefpafles,  and  departed  farther 
from  God.     In  thefe  circumftances,  it  became  neceC- 
fary  that  he   fhould  either  inflid):  on  them  fevere 
judgments,  or  come  tp  their  telicf  by  extraordinary 
difplays  of  his  grace  and  kindnefs.     In  this  lad-men- 
itioned  way  he  was  pleafed  to  appear  for  their  deli- 
verance.     To  illuftrate  his  wonderful  compafCon, 
God  faith-^For  the  iniquity  of  bis  covetqufnefs  was  I 
wroib.    To  imprefs  the  more  deeply  this  truth  on 
the  minds  of  every  one  concerned  in  the  crime  fpeci- 
fied,  an  individual  only  feems  to  be  intended.    By 
this  particular  mo,de  of  exprelEon  it  is  intimated, 
that  the  omnifcient  Jehovah  is  perfedly  acquainted 
with  the  temper  and  condu£l  of  all  thofe  of  whom 
his  Church  is  compofed,  that  they  are  fo  clofely 
linked  together  ii)  fociety,  that  the  fin  of  one  was  in 
fome  meafure  chargeable  on  the  whole  community — 
Covetoufnefs  proceeds  from  a  heart  inordinately  fet 
on  worldly  objedls,  from  a  falfe,  extravagant  eflimat? 
.of  the  precarious  poffcffions  of  this  jfrefent  life,  which 
are  $:onfidered  as  elTential  tp  happinefs  and  comfort. 
py  confequcnce,  the  mind  is  occupied  with  immode- 
rate defires  of  acquiring,  and  anxious  cares  of  pre- 
ferying  them ;  with  exceffive  joy  in  viewing,  and  per- 
plexing fears  of  lofing  them  ;  and  when  they  are  re^ 
moved,  it  is  diftrefled  with  extreme  vexation.     The 
vtmpil  exi^rtions,  inpeflant  labours,  and  unjullifiable 
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means  are  employed  to  obtain  that  wealth  and  af- 
fluence, which  cannot  felicitate  or  fatisfy.  He  who 
adts  under  the  corrupt  influence  of  this  iniquity,  he- 
fitates  not  to  withhold  from  God  the  thankful  ac- 
knowledgments due  to  him  for  his  bounty,  to  de- 
fraud his  neighbour  of  bis  juft  rights,  and  to  deprive 
himfelf  of  the  ufe  of  the  bleffings  conferred  upon  him 
by  Divine  providence.  So  abominable  is  this  (in  in 
the  fight  of  God,  that  he  abhorreth  the  covetous  ^, 
and  hath  declared  that  they  (hall  not  inherit  his 
kingdom  -f .  No  wonder  then,  that  he  faith,  for  this 
iniquity, 

/  was  wrotb^  &c.  The  blefled  God  was  highly 
difpleafed  at  his  profefling  people,  on  whom  he  had 
conferred  many  fignal  advantages,  for  having  in- 
dulged in  the  fin  of  avarice.  If,  as  faith  the  proverb^ 
the  king's  wrath  is  as  the  roaring  of  a  lion,  how  ter- 
liblc  mull  be  the  wrath  of  the  King  of  kings,  which 
in  Scripture  is  reprefented  by  confuming  fire,  that 
bumeth  to  the  lowed  hell !  He  tedified  that  he  was 
angry  with  them,  by  withholding  the  bleffings  of  his 
providence  and  grace,  and  giving  them  Co  feel  many 
other  dreadful  effeds  of  his  hot  difpleafure,  becaufe 
they  had  departed  firom  him,  and  fori'aken  his  fervice. 
^And/mote  bim.  To  accomplifh  the  falutary  pur- 
pofe  of  their  recovery  from  this  predominant  fin,  and 
to  warn  them  of  their  extreme  clanger,  the  righteous 
Lord  fmote  them  with  the  fword  of  his  mouth,  by 
the  hand  of  his  faithful  fervants,  and  by  various 
judgments  fent  upon  them  in  the  courfe  of  his  provi- 
dence.— Ibid  tne^hy  withdrawing  thofe  proofs  of  my 
pretence  and  favour  which  he  formerly  enjoyed, 
fuch  as  the  refrefhing  light  of  Divine  truth,  and  the 
fandifying  influence  of  my  Spirit ;  in  confequence 
whereof — He  went  onfrowardfy^  &c.  All  the  ad- 
monitions he  received,  all  the  evils  he  experienced, 
did  not  reftrain  his  avarice ;  'ftill  he  obftinately  per- 
fiftcd  in  covetous  prafticcs,  proceeding,  without 
controul,  in  that  courfe  of  converfation  and  adion 

which 
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which  accorded  with  his  bad  principles  and  views. 
By  this  Plvine  procedure,  it  might  have  been  ex* 
peded  that  he  would  have  been  induced  to  abandon 
his  iniquity^  and  to  return  to  the  Moft  High ;  but 
alas,  refufing  to  be  reclaimed,  he  perverfely  adhered 
to  the  way  devifed  by  his  own  eril  heart.— What 
then  fhall  be  done  I  Shall  Jehovah  vex  and  con* 
fume  him  in  wrath,  and  make  him  like  Adroah  and 
Zeboim  ?  No,  faith  he ;  my  bowels  ate  turned  in 
me,  my  repentings  are  kindled  together ;  iince  I 
fpake  againft  him,  1  do  eameftly  remember  him 
ftill ;  therefore  my  bowels  are  troubled  for  him,  I 
will  finely  have  mercy  on  him.«^— This  gracious  pur* 
pofe  is  exprefled  in  the  following  verfe. 

1 8. 1  have  feen  his  ways,  and  will  heal  him: 
I  will  lead  him  alfo,  and  reftore  comforts  unto 
him,  and  to  his  mourners. 

Comfortable  afiurance  is  given,  that  He  who  de- 
lighteth  in  mercy  will  extend  compaffion  to  thofe  oft 
whom  he  might  have  manifefted  his  righteoufnefs 
in  the  punifhment  of  their  fins.— 7  have  feen  bit 
waj,  faith  God,  who  underftandeth  men's  thoughts 
afar  off,  and  who  pondereth  their  paths*  1  bare 
obfeived  the  facred  operations  of  bis  tnind,  and 
every  part  of  his  condud;  from  my  knowledge, 
to  whom  the  darknefs  and  the  light  are  alike,  no- 
thing hath  been  concealed.  1  who  look  down  from 
heaven,  and  behold  from  my  dwelling  place  all  the 
children  of  men,  1  have  confidered  the  ways  of  the 
heart  and  of  the  life  c^  every  individual  in  my 
Church,  fo  that  ncithing  hath  palled  unnoticed.  I  have 
perceived  that  many  of  his  evil  ways  proceeded  from 
ignorance  and  precipitance,  from  imprudence  and 
erroneous  fentiments,  which  have  proved  the  fources 
of  manifold  tranfgrtfiions.  This  appears  to  me  a 
proper  time  to  difplay  the  riches  of  my  mercy  and 

grace, 
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grace,  in  his  deliverance,  and  reftoration  to  a  proC- 
perous  and  comfortable  condition. — IwiBbeal  biau 
God,  who  had  been  witne&  of  all  hb  wicked  ways« 
might  have  threatened  to  deftroj  and  caft  him  off* 
for  ever ;  but  he,  whofe  thoughts  are  not  as  out 
thoughts,  inftead  of  denouncing  righteous  judgments, 
proclaims  his  tender  mercies,  and  announces  him 
gracious  defign  of  applying  an  eSedual  remedy,  to 
vemoye  the  evils  wherewith  he  was  aflUded*  1,  who 
am  an  almighty »  fkiUul,  and  tender- hearted  phyfi«- 
cian,  whofe  ability  no  difeafe  ever  reproached,  and 
who  hath  a  fovereign  remedy  for  every  diftemper— « 
I  will  adroinifter  relief  when  the  help  of  man  is  vain, 
yea,  I  will  heal  him,  by  granting  the  remiffion  of 
thofe  fina  which  brought  on  the  evils  whereby  he 
k  endangered,  and  by  eflS^ding  the  cune  of  thofis 
difl»mpera  under  which  he  groans  and  decays*  I 
will  leftore  him  to  a  ftate  of  ibundnefs,  in  doArine 
and  difcipline,  in  worfbtp  and  manners,  in  coofe- 
quence  of  which  a  mod  important,  happy  change  ihatt 
lake  place  in  his  &itfa  and  pradice^ 

/  wiU  lead  bim  alfa^  &c.  The  blefling  herft  pro- 
mi&d  is  truly  valuable.  Every  one  acquainted  with 
bis  own  ignorance,  and  the  treachery  of  his  heart* 
inuft  be  fenfible  of  the  high  importance  of  Divine 
condud.  Through  the  darknefs  of  the  human 
underftandin^,  the  perverfity  of  raan*s  wiU^  and  the 
diforder  of  his  aifedioos,,  even  the  upright  in  heart 
are  apt  to  turn  afide  and  go  aftray  from  God.  in 
this  ftate,  wherein  he  is  prone  to  err,  how  ufefui  and 
feafonable  the  diredion  of  the  wonderful  Counfeilor, 
the  benefit  of  which  the  Church  is  aflured  !  IwHl 
had  bm  alfo^  faith  Jehovah,  out  of  the  way  of  igno* 
tance  and  vain  traditions,  of  falfehood  and  fuperiii* 
tion,  and  will  conduct  him,  by  the  light  of  my  wor  J 
and  Spirit,  into  the  paths  of  truth,  righteoufneis^  and 
bolinefs,  wherein'  he  fliall  enjoy  tranquillity  and 
confobzion.'^^nd  re/lore  con^rt  to  bim^  &tc.  Iwill: 
confer  upon  him,  faith  God,  thoie  temporal  benefits 
whereof  he  hath  been  long  deprived.    By  cemaiic- 

able 


a64  LECTURES  on  the      Cha*.  LYIL 

« 

able  mterpofitions  of  my  Providence,  by  the  minU 
ftry  of  my  faithful  fervants,  accompanied  with  power 
from  on  high,  he  ihall  be  encouraged  and  folaced. 
By  the  difpenfation  of  ordinances,  and  communica- 
tions of  grace,  his  knowledge,  faith,  and  holinefs, 
iball  be  promoted  and  eftablilhed,  his  fpiritual  con- 
folations  (hall  be  increafed  and  confirmed.  Thefe 
reviving  comforts  (hall  be  reftored  not  only  to  liim, 
but  to  his  mourners,  who  deplore  his  forlorn  condU 
tion,  and  lament  the  prevailing  iniquities  and 
aboundirtg  evils  in  Zion,  whereby  the  people  of 
God  have  been  diftrefled,  and  from  which  they  faw 
no  profpedl  of  deliverance. — We  celebrate  thy 
praifes,  O  Lord,  who  turned  again  the  captivity  of 
Zion,  and  haft  done  great  things  for  us,  whereof  we 
are  glad ;  who,  in  fovereign  mercy,  healed  the  broken 
hearted,  led  them  to  the  rock  of  ages,  and  admini- 
ftered  to  them  Divine  confolation.  We  remember, 
with  admiration  and  gratitude,  the  agency  of  tby 
mighty  hand  in  the  blefled  Reformation  of  thy 
Church,  which,  like  the  fun  in  the  firmament,  hath 
powerfully  operated  even  where  it  was  not  fecn. 
We  requeft,  O  faithful  God,  that  thou  wilt  verify, 
to  the  humble  and  contrite  among  us,  thefe  promifes 
to  the  gbry  of  thy  holy  name. 

19.  I  create  the  fruit  ^f  the  lips ;  peace, 
peace  to  bim  that  is  far  off,  and  to  him  that  is 
near^  faith  the  Lord,  and  I  will  heal  him. 

In  thefe  words  Jehovah  afierts  his  all-fufficiency 
to  beftow  the  precious  benefits  he  had  promifed,  and 
the  certainty  of  their  accomplilhment. — I  create  the 
fruit  of  the  lips^  peace.  In  the  courfe  of  my  provi* 
dence»  and  by  the  efficacy  of  my  Spirit,  1  give  peace, 
which  includes  reconciliation  to  God,  ferenity  of  mind, 
and  external  tranquillity,  with  every  bleffing  requifite 
to  real  happinefs.  This  important  privilege,  which 
is  the  operation  aad  the  gift  of  Jehovah,  is  reprefent- 

ed 
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cd  Vks  the  fruit  of  the  lips^  whereby  intereding, 
ufeful  truths  are  circulated  among  mankind.  By 
this  expreffion  may  be  meant  the  dofirines  of  the 
glorious  gofpel^  promulgated  by  the  minillers  of  the 
Son  of  God,  whofe  office  is  to  publilh  the  joyful 
tidings  of  falvation,  which,  when  accompanied  with 
Divine  power,  are  the  means  of  conveying  peace 
into  the  hearts  of  men.  Hence  thankfaiving  to 
God,  which  is  one  of  the  moft  excellent  truits  thac 
proceeds  from  man^s  mouth,  is  called  by  an  infpired 
writer,  •  The  fruit  of  the  lips  *.*  His  powerful 
agency,  however,  who  calls  the  things  that  are  not 
as  though  they  were,  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  ac- 
complifti  this  end ;  and  therefore  he  declares,  that 
peace  is  effedled  by  the  exertion  of  his  creating 
power,  and  that  to  him  the  praife  and  glory  ought  to 
be  afcribed.  Nothing  lefs  than  omnipotence  can 
impart  peace  to  the  troubled  mind«  harafTed  by  un- 
eafy  contending  paflions,  at  Variance  with  God  and 
with  itfelf,  and  can  reilore  harmony  to  the  fociety 
that  hath  been  difturbed  by  animofities  and  diu 
cord«. 

Peace  to  bim  that  is  afar  off^  &c.  The  apoille 
F^ul,  in  his  letter  to  the  faints  at  £phefus  f,  fays« 
That  *  Jefus  Cbrift,  who  is  our  peace,  came  and 

*  preached  peace  to  you  who  were  afar  oflf,  and  to 

*  them  that  were  nigh/  By  him  that  is  afar  ofTmay 
be  intended  finners  of  the  Gentiles,  to  whom  this 
defcription  well  agrees.  Alienated  from  God,  and 
ignorant  of  bis  perfedbns,  his  will,  and  falvation, 
tbey  were  ftrangers  to  the  covenants  of  promife  and 
the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael,  unacquainted  with  his 
righteoulhefs  and  Spirit,  having  no  hope  of  the  ad« 
vent  of  the  promifed  Mefl^h,  and  of  that  redemp« 
tion  he  was  to  obtain  for  tranfgreflbrs.— -By  him  that 
is  near  may  be  Ggnified  the  Jews,  who  of  old  were 
the  peculiar  people  of  God,  who  was  nigh  unto  them 
in  all  they  called  upon  him  for.  To  them  were  given 

Vol.  IV.  LI  promifes 
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Jromifes  of  a  Saviour,  and  tint  infe  dim  able  bleifings 
e  was  to  bcftow,  exhibited  in  ttiany  types  and  figures, 
and  explained  in  the  writings  of  the  prophets,  that 
were  raifed  up  among  them  to  make  known  the  will 
of  God  To  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  the  gofpel  of 
peace  (houkl  be  preached,  which  the  apoftle  Paul 
afferts  *  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation  to  ctery 

•  one  that  believeth,  to  the  Jews  firft,  and  alfato  the 

•  Gentiles  *.'  The  expreffion  under  confideration 
may  import,  that  God  would  fend  forth  feithful  mi* 
nifters  to  preach  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  to  all  nations ; 
and,  by  his  countenance  and  bleffing,  render  their  mi- 
niftry  efFeftual  for  the  reformation  of  the  Church,and 
for  conveying  to  people  of  every  defcription  the  moft 
fubftantial  benefits,  which  flow  from  his  creating 
power  and  botandleft  munificence. — ^To  give  the  ut- 

,  moft  certainty  to  this  reviving  declaration,  thefe  era- 
phatical  words  arc  fubjoined,  Saitb  the  Lard^  who  is 
faithful,  and  who  will  afluredly  fulfil  all  thefe  words 
in  their  feafon.  And  TwiU  btal  him  of  the  breaches 
that  have  been  made  upoi^Mfm,  and  of  the  diforders 
whereby  he  hath  been  long  diftrefled. — ^1  his  glorious 
Work  of  providence  and  grace,  which  was  eflfe'ded  ia 
a  wonderful  manner  about  the  time  of  the  Reforma- 
tion,  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  carry  ibrward  in  fol- 
lowing ages,  to  the  praife  of  his  own  name,  and  the 
comfort  of  his  people.  The  Lord  gave  the  word, 
and  great  hath  been  the  company  of  thofe  who  pub- 
Kfhedit  t;  and  ftill  greater  the  number  of  thofe  whd 
believed  it, in  thofe  kingdoms  and  ckies  where  it  hath 
been  preached,  accompanied  with  ^oWer  fronton 
high. 

20.  But  the  wicked  are  like  the  troubled 
fea^  when  it  cannot  reft^  whofe  waters  caft  up 
xnire  and  dirt.  . 

The 
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The  impious  and  profane,  who  perfift  in  their 
tranfgreifionSv  are  excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of 
the  quiet  and  tranquillity  which  the  Lord  God  con- 
veys to  his  Church.  In  the  kingdom  of  God,  there 
are  two  dalles  of  people  of  very  different  defcrip- 
tions.  Befides  the  humble,  penitent,  intrepid  con- 
feilbrs  of  the  truth,  for  whom  peace  is  ordained,  there 
are  the  unrighteous  and  the  wicked,  who  continue 
in  their  evil  ^yay3,  and  refufe  to  abandon  the  crimes 
to  which  they  have  been  addided.  Fhe  prophet 
Pavid  thus  defcribes  their  temper  and  conduct,  their 
converfation  and  thoughts,  Pfalm  xxxvi.  i.  et  je^ 
'  There  is  no  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes  ;    for  he 

*  flattereth  himfelf  in  bis  own  eyes,  until  his  iniquity 
'  be  found  to  be  hateful.     The  words  of  his  mouth 

*  are  iniquity  and  deceit ;  he  hath  left  off  to  be  wife, 
'  and  to  do  good.  He  devifeth  mifchief  upon  his 
.'  bed,  he  fetteth  himfelf  in  a  way  that  is  not  g;ood ; 

*  be  abhorreth  npt  evil/ — Agitated  by  ftrong,  impe- 
tuous paffions,  they  ftrenuoully  endeavour  to  excm- 
gui(h  every  appearance  of  reformation,  and  are  in«- 
ccflantly  employied  in  diftreffing  the  uprignt  f^rv^tnta 
of  God,  and  counteraAing  their  benevolent  defigoa. 
Like  the  troubled  fea,  which  is  in  contmual  mo- 
tion, whofe  waves  rifis  in  quick  fucceflion  to  a  great 
height,  they  are  in  perpetual  difquiet  through  evil 
confciences,  and  various  contending  paflions,  fuch  as 
V(»luptuoufaefs,  ambition,  anger,  and  revenge  And 
as  t<;e  waters  of  the  Tea  throw  up  tq^  the  furface  the 
mire  and  dirt  that  lay  at  the  bottom,  fo  the  wicked 
leit.not  until  tiiey  difcover  thple  abomuiable  pollu- 
tions, which  iay  concealed  in  their  bolbms,  unno- 
ticed by  thofe  around  them. 

21.  ^btrc  is  no  peace,  faith  my  God,  to  the 
wicked. 

Perfoas 
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Ferfons  of  the  above  defcriptiDn  do  not  participate 
of  the  profperity  and  happinefs,  which  is  the  peculiar 
privilege  of  the  fervants  of  God.  On  the  contrary, 
they  often  experience  painful  remotfe  and  anguiili, 
from  the  rccoUeftion  of  the  crimes  they  have  com- 
initted,  and  from  the  profpedt  of  the  mifery  and  wo 
that  {hall  be  their  portion  hereafter.  At  variance 
with  God,  with  themfelves,  and  frequently  with  the 
beft  of  thofe  among  whom  they  live,  they  are  tor- 
mented  by  the  ftings  of  guilty  confcienceit;  and  a 
fearful  fenfe  of  impending  deftruAion.  Who  can 
defcribe  the  terrible  vengeance  of  Almighty  God, 
to  whi(^h  they  are  coniigned  at  their  diflblution,  the 
defpair  and  torture  which  precedes  the  worm  that 
never  dies,  and  the  fire  that  fhall  never  be  quenched  ^., 
—That  the  wicked  may  have  the  raoft  explicit 
aflurance  of  the  momentous  truth  here  affirmed,  our 
prophet  folemnly  declares,  that  what  is  exprefled  in 
the  words  before  us,  contains  the  unalterable  deci« 
jion  of  his  God,  by  whofe  diredion  and  authority  he 
announced  this  awful  fentence.  The  certainty  of 
this  decree  receives  confirmation  from  the  moving 
fpedtacles  of  horror  which  ibme  profane  people  have 
f  xhibited  in  feafons  of  folitude  and  ficknefs,  and  in 
the  view  of  death.  Having  illuftrated  this  fubjed 
when  treating  chapter  xlviii,  22. 1  (hall  not  enlarge  at 

prefcnt. Permit  me,  before  1  conclude,  to  addrefs 

you  in  the  words  of  God,  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel : 

•  Call  away  from  you  all  your  tranlgreffions,  wherc^ 

•  by  you  have  tranfgreffed — For  I  have  no  plcafure 

*  in  the  death  of  him  that  dieth  f ,  faith  tiie  Lord 

*  God/  Abandon,  with  abhorrence  and  grief,  thofe 
iniquities  which  you  hava  hitherto  held  faft,  on 
which  you  have  fet  your  hearts,  committed  with 
greedinefs,  and  refufed  to  let  go.  Be  afilired,  that 
evciy  fpecics  of  wickednefs  is  not  only  dcteftablc 
and  unprofitable,  but  hurtful  and  dangerons  in  the 
extreme.     Piligcntly  attenu  to  the  ordinances  that 

Gcd 

>  Mark  ia^*  ^^8.  f  Chap,  xviii.  31,  ja. 
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God  hath  inftituted,  vrhich  he  is  pleafed  to  honour 
with  bis  prefen^e  and  bkffing,  and  to  render  effec* 
tual  for  conveying  thofe  fpiritual  benefits  which  he 
hath  encouraged  them  who  wait  upon  him  to  expe£t. 
And  may  he  effeAually  turn  you  from  your  evil 
ways,  that  iniquity  may  not  be  your  ruin,  and  that, 
being  delivered  from  deftru6tion,  you  may  walk  be^ 
fore  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living. 


PRELI- 


[    ayo    ] 


PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

TH  E  fefUon  of  our  prophet's  dUcot}rfe«  which  is 
now  to  be  confidered,  i$  addreiled,  in  a  pecu- 
Ikr  manner,  to  thofe  who  do  not  unite  to  the  per- 
formance of   the  exterior    duties  of  religion,   tbp 
praflice  of  true  devotion  and  piety — Who  join,  with 
an  external  profeffion  of  refpefl:  for  the  ordinances 
of  Divine  appointment,  ftrife  and  contention,  with 
the  negled  of  their  poor  afflided  brethren.     People 
of  this  defcription  he  ftiarply  reproves,  and  demon- 
Urates  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  abftaining  from  thefc 
prevailing  evils,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  favour  of  God, 
and  the  accomplifhment  of  the  promifes  made  unto 
the  Church.     He  declares  that  would  they  amend 
their  'a  ays,  celebrate  inftituted  rites,  and  difcharge  the 
duties  incumbent  on  them  with  uprightnefs,  purity 
of  heart,  and  unfeigned  charity,  free  from  animofities 
and  difcords ;  that  did  they  return  to  God,  in  the 
cxercifes  of  true  repentance,  they  might  expedto  be 
bltifed  with  the  acceptance  and  falvation  of  Jehovah. 
— The  chapter  commences  with  the  command  of 
God  directed  to  his  faithful  fcrvants,  clearly  to  fet 
forth    to    his    people  the   enormous  tranfgreifioos, 
wliich,  like  a  dangerous  contagion,  had  fpread  among 

them  their  contaminating  influence,  vcr.  i. ^To 

reprefent  the  bypocrify  and  diffimulation  which  were 
blended  with  their  facred  fervices,  particularly  their 
fadings,   in   which  they  chcrifhed  diffentions,  and 

exaded  labours  of  their  dependants,  ver.  2,  3. 

To  (hew  that  the  worfhip  and  homage  yielded  by 
them  to  the  moft  High,  efpccially  that  their  falls 
were  not  obferved  according  to  the  law  of  the  fandlu- 
ary,  but  intermixed  with  fenl'ual  gratifications,  and 
works   inconfiftent  with  the  right   performance  of 

thefe  duiits,  ver.  4. And  to  evince  the  vaniiy 

and  abfurdity  of  pretending  to  ferve  God,  whilft  tne 

ftudy 
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ftudy  of  itytegrity,  and  the  pradice  of  good  works 

were  negleded,  vcr.  5. ^Ifaiah  then  proceeds  to 

defcribe  in  what  manner  an  acceptable  fad  to  the 
Lord,  and  the  exercifes  efpeciaily  incumbent  in  fuch 

feafons,  ought  to  be  obferved,  ver.  6,  7. In  the 

latter  part  of  the  chapter,  he  repreiems  the  joyful 
confequences  which  fhould  certainly  attend  the  riglit 
obfervance  of  fails,  and  the  coofcientbiQ  fan£ltfica-« 
tion  of  the  Sabbath,  on  which  the  happinefs  and 
comfort  of  Chniiians  in  fame  meafure  depends;  for 
in  this  way  they  may  hope  to  exrjay  the  fulfilti)ent 
of  the  precious  protnifes  made  to  the  Churchf  Ter« 
8—14. 


CHAR    LVm. 

CRY  aloud,  f^re  tiot,  lift  up  thy  voice 
like  a  trumpet,  and  (hew  ray  people 
their  tranfgreflion,  and  the  houfe  of  Jacob 
their  fins. 

Ad  expreis  command  is  given  to  Ifaiab^  and  with 
him  to  faithful  minifters  of  the  word  of  God,  ftrenu- 
oully  to  endeavour  to  convince  his  people  of  their 
tranfgieflxons.  For  this  purpofe,  they  are  required 
to  cryalaudt  to  fpeak  with  eameftnefs  and  vehe- 
mence, with  authority  and  iirmnefs^  that  they  maj 
difcoTer  anxious  folicitude  for  the  welfare  of  thor 
hearers,  roufe  them  from  fupine  neghgence,  gain 
their  atfientiofi,  and  prevail  with  them  to  comply 
with  what  they  forcibly  urged  — Spare  not.  Omit 
not  to  exert  your  utmoll  efibrts  in  this  important 
work;  be  inllant  in  feafon  and  out  of  fcafon,  ceafe 
not  to  admoni(h« .  with  ferioufnefs  and  frequency^ 
though  your  labours  may  no(  be  accompanied  with 
fuccefs,  and  though  you  incur  the  difpleafure  of  fome 

with 
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with  whom  you  have  to  do.  Connive  hot  at  their 
faults,  forbear  not  the  prudent  induftrious  perform- 
ance of  your  duty,  but  fpeak  with  freedom  and 
plain  nefs,  when  you  reprefent  the  aggravations,  the 
number,  and  the  defert  of  their  iniquities.-— jLj^  up 
tby  voice  like  a  trumpet.  Speak  with  animation  and 
force,  found  a  loud  alarm  in  their  ears,  warn  them 
faithfully  of  the  danger  to  which  they  are  expofed 
by  going  on  in  their  trefpafles,  which  incur  the 
Divine  difpleafure.  Point  out,  in  the  ftrongeft  and 
mod  decided  manner,  their  defe&ion  from  God,  their 
many  deviations  from  the  rule  of  his  word,  and  the 
advancement  of  his  glory,  at  which  they  ought  uoi« 
formly  to  aim. — Shew  my  people  (faith  God),  tbebouje 
of  Jacob  their  fins.  I'bough  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael 
might  be  primarily  meant,  yet  I  do  not  fuppofe  they 
were  chiefly  intended.  The  charge  brought  forwaid 
in  the  following  verfes  is  reftrided  to  the  abufe  of 
fails,  and  the  negledt  of  fandUfying  the  Sabbath, 
fins  to  which  the  men  of  Judah  (as  appears  from  the 
prophecies),  were  efpecially  addided  after  their 
return  from  captivity  at  Babylon.  Notwithiland- 
ing  thefe  accufations  might  be  more  immediately 
laid  againft  them,  I  apprehend  the  Church,  under 
the  New  Teftament,  are  the  main  fubjedls  of  this 
difcourfe,  who,  after  their  egrefs  from  myftical  Baby- 
lon, and  their  relinquifhment  of  their  idolatrous 
practices,  were  no  lefs  guilty  of  thefe  crimes.  Nor 
does  it  militate  againft  the  application  of  the  follow- 
ing charge  to  the  fubjeAs  of  the  kingdom  of  Jefos 
Chrift,  that  they  are  denominated  the  houfe  of  Jacob. 
This  is  the  very  name  by  which  they  are  caued  in 
the  words  of  the  angel  Gabriel  to  Mary,  the  mother 
of  our  Lord.  *  He  Ihall  be  great  (faid  he),  and 
'  (hall  be  called  the  Son  of  the  Higheft,  and  the  Lord 

*  God  fhall  give  unto  him  the  throne  of  his  father 

*  David,  and  he  (hall  reign  over  the  houfe  of  Jacob 
^  for  ever^  and  of  his  kmdgdom  there  Ihall  be  no 

*  end.*    Luke  i.  3a,  33. 

lo 


Ver.  r.         PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  273 

In  performing^  this  important  diifficult  work,  affign- 
fd  to  the  fervants  of  God,  it  behoves  them  to  repre- 
fent  in  ftrong  terms  to  his  people  the  evil  and 
malignity  of  their  trefpaffes,  their  fecret  and  more 
open  violations  of  the  law  of  God,  which  have  been 
committed  through  ignorance,  or  againft  knowledge; 
of  thofe  whereof  they  are  infenfible,  and  thofe  they 
arc  ready  to  confefs;  of  thofe  whereby  they  are 
already  infefted,  or  are  in  imminent  danger. — And 
to  acquaint  them  with  the  aggravations  wherewith 
they  are  attended,  the  calamities  to  which  they  are 
cxpofed,  in  what  refpefts  they  ought  to  reform,  and 
how  their  reformation  ought  to  be  condufted,  fo  as 
that  it  may  be  complete  and  permanent.  In  this 
arduous  fervice  we  are  employed,  in  obedience  to 
the  authority  of  the  Lord  God  merciful  and  gracious, 
looking  to  him  for  afliftance,  acceptance,  and  the 
Holy  ilpirit  to  render  our  exertions  fuccelsful, 

2.  Yet  they  feek  me  daily,  and  delight  to 
know  my  ways,  as  a  nation  that  did  righte- 
oufnefs,  and  forfook  not  the  ordinance  of 
their  God  :  they  afk  of  me  the  ordinances  of 
juftice  :  they  take  delight  in  ^approaching  to 
God. 

That  no  niiftake  might  arife  concerning  the  per- 
fens  to  whom  the  following  reproofs  are  to  be  admi- 
nillercfl,  their  charadler  is  particularly  delineated. 
On  hearing  the  preceding  command,  it  immediately 
occurs,  who  are  the  people  that  are  here  intended, 
whofe  tranfgreifions  fliould  be  exhibited  in  the  man- 
ner defcribed?  They  are  depifted  as  having  a  very 
plaufible  and  fplendid  profelGon,  and  doing  many 
things  laudable,  from  which  they  cherilhed  a  favour- 
able opinion  refpedting  their  fpiritual  ftate. — ift,  Tbey 
fetk  God  daily.  Confcious  of  their  abfolute  need  of 
his  favour,  and  the  bleffings  of  his  falvation  to  render 
Vol.  IV.  M  ra  them 
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thfiin  truly  happy,  they  frequently  attend  the  ordi- 
nances  of  Divine  inftitution^  wherein  the  prefence  of 
the  Mod  High  is  to  be  found.  They  employ  much 
(ime  and  ^are  tn  performing  the  public  and  private 
exercifes  of  his  worihip,  and  in  ufing  the  means 
appointed  for  cji^tivating  acquaintance  with  bis 
word,  providence,  and  grace,  whilil-  they  neglefi  not 
to  implore  his  forgivenefs  whom  they  have  emended* 
Jn  thefe  e:(ercifes  they  feek  God,  not  on  fome  extra- 
ordinary Qccalions  only,  when  peculiarly  affeded  with 
a  preifing  fenfe  of  their  indigence,  and  urged  to  this 
duty  by  convidion  of  their  need  of  Divufie  mercy, 
^nd  the  interpofition  of  the  Almighty  in  their  behalf. 
This  is  their  ordinary  bulinefs,  wherein  they  are  em- 
ployed from  time  to  time,  in  which  they  fisel  fome 
degree  of  fatisfa£Hon  and  comfort.«r-*^iu/  de^bt  u 
know  my  ways.  The  ways  of  God  may  fignity  the 
purpofes  and  deligns  of  his  heart,  the  operations  of  his 
providence  in  the  government  of  the  univerfe,  and 
the  falvation  of  the  Church,  with  the  difpenfations  of 
his  mercy  and  grace  toward  his  peculiar  people,  in 
their  various  circumftances,  whereby  he  manifefls 
his  owp  glory,  and  promotes  their  happinefs.  The 
ways  c^  his  precepts  are  dpub'tleis  efpecially  intended, 
which  he  hath  required  to  be  obferved  with  our 
whole  hearts,  that  we  may  enjoy  great  peace  in  our 
own  minds,  communion  with  him,  and  attain  the 
everlafting  enjoyment  of  his  prefence  and  glory.  To 
become  acquainted  vnth  thefe  ways  of  God,  the  peo- 
ple whofe  charader  is  here  defcribed  frequently 
read  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  meditate  on  them; 
they  compare  one  pajQbge  with  another,  the  more 
obfcure  with  thofe  that  are  plain,  prophecies  and 
promifes  with  events ;  they  endeavour  fo  to  difpofe 
and  digeft  the  fyftem  of  facred  truth,  and  to  arrange 
providential  difpenfations,  as  to  have  a  full,  conneded 
view  of  the  whole.  In  this  knowledge  they  find 
much  pleafure  and  delight.  Far  from  being  dif- 
guiled  with  the  difcoyeries  contained  in  the  word  of 

God, 


r.-^ 
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God,  or  the  difpofilions  of  Providence,  they   are  ' 
greatly  iatisfied  with  the  ways  and  works  of  God. 

Ai  a  naiitm  that  did  righteoiifnefs.     They  not  only 
abftained  from  profanity  and  impiety,  from  fraud 
and  injuftice,  but  aimed  to  give  to  every  one  his  due, 
fear  to  whom  fear,  honour  to  whom  honour,  and  tri- 
bute to  whom  tribute  is  due.    They  not  only  de- 
claimed loudly  againft  wrong,  deceit,  and  ini^uitouii 
tranfae^ons,  but  they  manifefted,  in  their  converfa- 
tion  and  condud,  high  refpe6t  to  equity  and  honefty^ 
fo  that,  in  their  colleftive  capacity,  they  aflumed  the 
appearance  of  a  kingdom,  or  large  fociety,  wherein 
perfons  of  all  ranks  were  devoted  to  the  fervice  of 
God,  and  followed  after  righteoufoefs,  faith,  charity, 
and  peace  with  them  that  call  on  the  Lord. — And 
firjiok  not  the  ordinances  of  their  God.    Amid  the  va« 
rious  temptations  whereby  many  are  feduced  from 
pundual,  profitable  attendance  on  them,  the  people 
whofe  charader  is    delineated,  having  formed  the 
good  refolution  of  pious  Nehemiah,    exprefled  in 
•  thcfc  words  :  *  We  will  not  forfake  the  houfe  of 
^  oiir  God,*  did  not  defert  the  facred  inftitutiohs  oi 
Divine  worlhip,  appointed  to  be  obferved  in  the 
Church,  as  part  of  the  homage  due  to  Jehovah,  and  as 
means  of  improvement,  in  preparation  for  the  Cervices 
of  the  heavenly  fanftuary.      Neither  allurements; 
nor  dangers  could  deter  them  from  folemnizing  the 
inftitutions  he  had  eftabliflied,  for  promoting  his  ho- 
nour and  their  benefit.    To  this  fteady  condudt  they 
were  urged  by  the  confideration,  that  the  (finances 
which  they  obferved  proceeded  from  their  God,  Who 
had  brought  them  under  manifold  obligations  firmly 
to  adhere  to  his  fervice. 

Tbey  a/kofme  the  ordinances  ofjuftice,  to  point  out 
what  ought  to  be  believed,  and  what  fhould  be  done, 
that  thereby  they  might  regulate  their  faith  and 
pradice*  Solicitous  to  be  well  informed  of  the  will 
of  God,  refpedting  the  duties  of  devotion  and  of 
righteoufnefs,  they  applied  to  him,  requeuing  that 
he  would  be  pleafed  clearly  to  difcover  them,  and  to 

make 
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make  them  underftand  the  way  of  his  precepts.  In 
this  manner  they  expreffed  dependence  on  Jehovah, 
the  one  law-giver,  who  prefides  over  his  Churchy  and 
their  fervent  defires  of  having  made  known  to  them 
his  good  and  perfect  will  concerning  them. — Tbey 
take  delight  in  approatbing  to  God,  that«  as  indigent 
cieatures,  he  may  fupply  their  wants;  that,  as  fervants, 
they  may  receive  frefti  intimations  of  his  pleafiire ; 
that,  as  children,  they  may  obtain  his  benedidtion; 
that,  as  friends,  they  may  be  admitted  to  intercourfe 
with  him.  Drawing  near  to  God  they  confider  to 
be  at  once  their  privilege  and  duty,  convinced  that 
all  the  benefits  they  enjoy,  or  hope  to  receive,  pro- 
ceed from  his  boufitiful  hand,  they  come  with  fre- 
quency and  pleafure  into  his  prefence,  who  is  the 
fource  of  all  excellence  and  goodnefs. — Such,  ray 
brethren,  is  the  defcription  of  the  people  to  whom 
God,  by  our  prophet,  adminifters  reproof,  on  account 
of  the  fbrniality  and  hypocrify  that  were  blended 
with  their  beft  performances,  which  therefore  were 
ijot  found  perfed  before  God  Do  you  then  feri- 
oufly  confider  if  your  hearts  are  right  with  God,  and 
found  in  his  ftatutes ;  if  there  is  an  intimate  corre* 
fpondence  betwixt  your  hearts  and  your  holy  pro- 
feffioTi.  Examine  your  fpiritual  (late,  inquire  into 
your  condud.  Though  you  are  not  addided  to  pro- 
fane fwearing,  to  profanation  of  the  Sabbath,  to  fins 
inconfiftent  with  the  love  of  your  neighbour,  or  negli- 
gent in  the  performance  of  relative  duties;  if  .you 
have  confidence  in  yourfelves,  and  do  not  worJhip 
God  in  the  fpirit,  you  are  deftitute  of  the  life  and 
power  of  godlinefs.  Notwithftanding  you  may  be 
frequent  in  reading,  hearing,  and  meditating  on  the 
word  of  God,  and  much  employed  in  prayer, 
fading,  and  converfing  on  religious  fubjeifts  ;  if  you 
truft  to  thefe  things,  and  make  them  the  foundation 
of  your  hopes ;  if  you  are  intemperate,  unjuft,  cen- 
forious,  difcontented,  cruel,  and  uncharitable,  you 
build  your  hopes  on  the  fand,  and  are  not  a  whit 
better  than  thofe  of  whom  lfai;;ih  here  fpeaks.    £e 
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careful  to  live  and  walk  uniformly,  as  becomes  per- 
fons  who  really  wiih  to  have  the  teftimony  of  God« 
of  their  own  confciences,  and  of  men  alfo,  that  they 
are  in  truth  what  they  profefs. 

3.  IT  Wherefore  have  we  faded,  fay  tbej^ 
and  thou  feeft  not  ?  wherefore  have  we  afflic- 
ted our  foul,  and  thou  takeft  no  knowledge  ? 
Behold,  in  the  day  of  your  fall  you  find  plea- 
Cure,  and  ex^d  all  your  labours. 

«  Inquiry  is  made  why  God  did  not  teftify  his  regard 
&r  the  homage  prefented  to  him  by  his  people, 
to  which  anfwer  is  given  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
verfe. — Wherefore  have  wefajled,  in  obedience  to  the 
Divine  authotity,  after  the  illuftrious  examples  of 
eminent  men  of  God,  and  in  whole,  or  in  part,  ab*- 
ilained  from  food  and  fenfual  indulgences?  In 
reply,  1  fay,  that  abftinence  from  the  gratification  of 
bodily  appetites  may  be  neceflkry  to  feme,  in  certain 
circamftances,  and  to  others  it  may  prove  a  iignal 
ad  of  felf-denial.  This  rellraining  from  carnal  en- 
joyments, though  accompanied  with  a  demure,  peni- 
tential appearance,  like  bodily  exercife,  availeth  lit* 
tie,  and  therefore  Jefus  Chrift  direfts  his  difcipies  not 
to  appear  to  men  to  fail,  but  to  their  Father  in  hea- 
ven *«  That  a  difierence  in  fentiment  and  pradice 
in  this  matter  may  not  prove  a  fource  of  contention 
among  Chriftians,  theapottle  Paul,  under  the  condud 
of  bis  Mader,  gives  this  falutary  diredion  :   '  Let  not: 

*  him  that  eateth,  defpife  him  that  eateth  not,  and  let 

*  not  him  who  eateth  not,  judge  him  that  eateth  f  / 
The  heart  is  what  God  principally  regards,  and  to  it 
chief  attention  (hould  be  fixed.  The  main  bufinefs 
of  a  faft-day,  as  intimated  in  the  following  words,  is 
to  afflidl  the  foul  with  the  remembrance  of  pad  tranf- 
greffions,  of  the  diihonour  done  to  God,  and  the  in- 
jury done  to  ourfelves — to  give  check  to  thofe  licen- 
tious 

*  Mat.  yi*  18.  ^  Rom.  xiy.  $• 
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tious  defires  and  ccorrapt  appetite3«  from  which  defi^ 
verance  is  not  to  be  expe^ed,  but  by  frequent  re- 
preffion  and  fteady  oppoiition ;  and  for  thefe  puN 
pofes  failing  may  be  conducive,  through  the  Divine 
bleOing — Efpecially,  if  it  is  attended  with  a  deep 
fenfe  of  the  evil  and  burden  of  fin  ;  with  felf  abafe- 
ment,  godly  forrow»  and  the  facrifice  of  a  contrite 
heart ;  with  ingenuous  (hame,  penitential  confeifioa 
of  fin,  peculiar  attention  to  the  word  of  God,  joined 
with  thankfgiving  and  alms-giving ;  for  nothing  can 
be  more  fuitable  to  thofe  who  requeft  mercy  from 
God,  than  difpenfing  relief  to  their  poor  brethren. 

Precept  ai^d  example  unite  in  urging  the  pradice 
of  this  religious  duty,  which  may  be  confidered 
either  as  a  mean  to  difpofe,  and  affift  in  other  fpiri* 
tual  exercifes,  or  as  a  fign  and  evidence  of  true  peni« 
tence  and  humiliation  before  God.  Both  poipofes 
may  be  ferved  by  private  fails,  but  the  latter  is 
chiefly  intended  by  thofe  which  are  public  and 
general;  wherein  the  people  of  God  make  folenn 
confeflion  of  their  fins,  deprecate  the  wrath  of  (Sod, 
and  implore  his  gracious  inteq)ofition.  This  duty 
was  early  enjoined  by  the  Lord  God  on  the  children 
of  Ifrael,  who  were  commanded  annually  to  obferve 
a  folemn  fall,  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  nu>nth  Tizn, 
when  they  refted  from  every  kind  of  labour,  and 
ipent  the  day  in  prayer  and  penitential  exerdfes. 
Many  inftances  are  mentioned  in  Scripture  of  good 
men,  who,on  various  occafions,  appropriated  feme  time 
to  this  reafonable  fervice.  Before  the  appearance  of 
our  Saviour,  feveral  more  fails  beiide  the  one  1  now 
referred  to,  were  obferved  by  that  people,  as  is  evi- 
dent  from  Zech,  viti.  X4,  The  finder  fort  among 
them  failed  twice  in  the  week.  Not  only  the  Pha- 
xifees,  but  the  difciples  of  John  the  Baptift  fafted 
often,  and  our  bleffisd  Lcnrd,  far  from  reprobating 
this  pradice,  was  pleafed  to  give  diredions  how  it 
ought  to  be  regulated.  Though  he  did  not  exprefsly 
command  his  difciples  to  faft,  he  informed  them, 
ttiat^  notwitftanding  they  omitted  this  exercife  during 
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his  continctance  on  earth,  after,  his  departure  thej 
were  to  fall  often,  indeed,  occafions  frequently 
occur  that  are  highly  proper  for  this  duty;  particu-> 
brly,  when  impending  calamities  threaten  to  fall 
with  a  cruflitng  weight  upon  individuals  or  focieties, 
or  whenfome  fignal  mercy,  or  fuccefs  in  any  impor- 
tant enterprize,  is  to  be  folicited  in  prayer.  Many 
circumftances  unite  to  enforce  this  pradlice,  which 
is  better  adapted  than  mere  confemon  of  fin,  to  ' 
exprefs  fuitable  apprebenfions  of  its  malignity  and 
defert ;  it  gives  a  more  forcible  expreffion  of  a  fenfe 
of  guilt,  and  the  forfeiture  of  every  bleffing,  than 
verbal  acknowledgements.  It  contributes  to  increafe 
forrow  for  fin,  it  reminds  that  we  have  more  momen- 
tous concerns  to  attend  to  than  the  gratifications  of 
fenfe,  whilil  it  cherilhes  humility,  gratitude,  circum- 
fpedion,  and  vigilance. 

merejore  then  have  we  fqfled  and  thou  feeji  not^ 
&c.  Thou  Lord  takeft  no  notice  of  our  humiliation 
and  penitence,  nor  doft  thou  tefiify  thy  approbation 
wA  acceptance  of  our  facred  fer vices.  \Ve  are  fur- 
prifed  that  thou,  who  feefi:  all  the  ways  of  the  child-* 
xen  of  men,  haft  not  ihewn  marked  regard  to  the 
fi^s  ve  have  kept  from  time  to  time,  by  delivering 
us  from  the  diftrefies  we  deprecated,  and  by  raifing 
lis  to  the  profperity  and  happinefs  we  implored. 

*  What  profit  is  it  that  we  have  kept  hb  ordinance, 

*  and  that  we  have  walked  mournfully  before  the 

*  Lord  of  bofts  *  /  The  reafon  of  this  complaint  is 
obvious;  and,  had  it  been  attended  to,  the  complain- 
er$  might  have  diicovered  that  they  regarded  ini- 
qui^  in  their  hearts,  and  confequently  the  Lord 
would  not  hear  them,  on  account  of  their  bafe  hypa- 
crify  and  deceit.  Whatlbevet  profeffions  they  made 
on  their  folemn  days,  however  iMtterly  they  lamented 
their  condit]on,however  loud]y  they  declaimed  againft 
their  fins,  they  cleaved  clofely  to  them,  and  would 
not  let  them  go.  Jehovah  took  no  knowledge  of 
them,  be  did  not  teitify  his  acceptance  of  them ;  he 

did 
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did  not  fend  them  deliverance,  nor  granted  the 
requefts  which  they  afked,  bccaufe  they  proceeded 
from  feigned  lips,  and  their  hearts  were  not  upright 
before  him.  They  did  not  fail  in  obedience  to  his 
authority,  from  defire  to  enjoy  intercourfe  with  him, 
and  to  do  him  honour;  but  to  get  eafe  from  the  load 
that  they  felt,  and  to  avert  the  miferies  which  they 
feared. 

BeJjold  in  the  day  of  your  fe^  you  find  pleafure^  &c. 
This  reply  to  the  preceding  inquiry  plainly  inti- 
mates, that  people  on  fall  days  ihcniid  not  only  ab- 
ftain  from  the  pleafures  of  itn,  but  from  thofe  grati- 
fications which  may.  be  lawfully  enjoyed  at  other 
times.     This  charge  taxes  thofe  againft  whom  it  is 
brought,  with  having  neglefted  to  celebrate  their 
fafts  according  to  the  prefcriptions  given  in  the  word 
of  God,  and  with  accommodating  the  obfervance  of 
them  to  their  own  humours  and  the  defires  of  their 
hearts.     The  covetous,  who  are  exccedingly  parfi- 
monious  of  their  time  and  expences,  reckon  that  not 
only  to  be*loft  which  is  given  to  the  poor,  but  that 
which  is  taken  from  the  feafon  wherein  they  might 
have  been  gaining  by  induftry,  with  reludance  ab- 
ftain  from  their  employments.     The  voluptuous,  who 
are  averfe  to  lofe  any  opportunity  of  enjoying  the 
pleafures  they  find  in  focial  intercourfe  with  their 
companions,  fpend  great  part  of  the  day  in  vifiting 
and  receiving  vifits,  and  in  convivial  entertainments 
with  their  friends.     The  vain  and  the  gay,   who 
abhor  reftraint  and  whatever  might  interrupt  their 
mirth,  are  occupied  in  dr^fling  and  adorning  them- 
felves  with  ornaments  and  fineries  in  the  earlier  part 
of  the  day,  that '  they  may  make  a  more  brilliant 
appearance  in  the  evening,  in  the  meetings  and  com- 
panies to  which  they  are  to  refort.   The  multitude  of 
the  c6mmon  people,  who  are  regardlefs  of  things 
facred,  pafs  the  day  in  idlenefs,  in  amufements,  and 
in  thofe  diflipations  which  are  mod  fuited  to  their 
tafte.     Others,  fome  of  whom  profefs  to  be  religious, 
do  not  remit  their  labours  in  fuch  feafons,  but  affidu- 
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oufly  profecute  fome  parts  of  bufinefs — And  exaSt 
dH their  labours  from  their  dependants  and  domeftics, 
which  at  other  times  they  demand.  The  Hebrew 
word  here  ufcd  fignifies,  that  they  require  with  ri- 
gour  all  thofe  things  whereby  they  grieve  and  dif- 
trefs  others,  exading  of  their  fervants,  and  thofe 
in  their  employ,  fuch  work  as  they  perform  on 
other  days.  Thefe  things  have  been  often  fubfti- 
tuted  in  the  place  of  the  devotional  exercifes  to 
which  fail  days  ought  to  be  appropriated,  or  in  fome 
measure  have  been  blended  with  them.  In  this  manner 
the  Divine  acceptance  of  the  fervices  prefented  to 
God  on  fuch  occafions  hath  been  hindered,  and  he 
hath  declared,  *  When  ye  make  many  prayers,  I  will 
*  not  hear*.' — Let  us  confcientioufly  beware  of  every 
error,  and  of  every  pradlice  inconfiftent  with  inte- 
grity and  the  faithful  difcharge  of  duty;  let  us 
guard,  in  particular,  againfl  attempting  to  impofe  up- 
on God,  by  performing  fome  fmall  part  ot  what  he  re- 
quires, inftead  of  the  whole,  which  is  much  more  ab- 
furd  hypocrify  than  endeavouring  to  deceive  our 
fellow  creatures. 

4.  Behold,  yc  faft  for  ftrife  and  debate, 
and  to  fmite  with  the  fill  of  wickediiefs*;  ye 
fliall  not  faft  as  yc  do  this  day,  to  make  your 
voice  to  be  heard  on  high. 

The  contentious,  fadlious  fpirit  with  which  fafts 
were  obfen^ed,  and  the  oftentatious  manner  in  which 
they  were  fpent,  are  ftiarply  reproved.  Religious 
fads,  fuch  as  God  hath  enjoined,  being  inilituted, 
among  other  purpofes,  to  b'inifti  from  fociety  difcord, 
with  its  difagreeable  concomitants,  how  difgraceful, 
how  criminal,  for  people  to  counteradl  thefe  benevo- 
lent defigns,  by  keeping  fuch  days  for  ends,diame- 
trically  oppofite  !  To  convince  thofe  to  whom  this 
difcourfe  was  efpecially  diredled,  that  this  was  indeed 
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the  fad,  ^they  are  required  to  review  theijr  condud, 
tliat  they  rijiglit  fee  their  fin  and  folly.  You  fay 
that  yojj  have  fafted,  l^ut  Have  you  performed  this 
duty  according  to  the  commandmen^t,  to  heal  your 
divifions,  to  allay  your  animolities,  to  tenjuovc  your 
differences,  and  to  forifake  your  wicjced  ways  ?  The 
fads  which  you  have  fdlemnized  ferye^  to  promote 
purpofes  the  very  reverfe  of'  thefje,  fuch  as  conten- 
tion, with  every  evil  work ;  thereforjc  they  have  not 
beeh  acceptable  to  God,^ut  are  deferving  ojf  Iharp 
reproof.  Trom  the  very  face  of  this  charge  it  ap- 
pears, that  there  fub^fted  among  thofe  againft 
whom  it  was  brouglit,  parties  at  variance  one  with 
another,  and  that  each  blamed  th^  mifcondud  and 
fins  of  the  qthejr,  ^§  the  caufe  of  their  diftrefles,  from 
which  thjey  hacj  not  beien  delivered.  In  copfequence 
whereof,  tho/e  devotional  exercifes,  which  fliould 
have  been  the  means  of  eflablifliinff  reconciliation 
and  )iarmony,  became  a  bond  of  contention,  and 
a(Jded  new  force  to  the  voice  of  fadliop*  People  in 
general,  ihftead  of  judging  themfcjlves,  which  is  the 
proper  bufineis  of  a  fait  day,  unjuftly  condemned 
their  brethren  who  differed  from  them,  injured,  in- 
fulted,  and  wickedly  epd^avoured  |q  ^iljii^  and 
ppprefs  them. 

TejbaU  notfq/l  as  ye  do  ibis  day,  &c.  Your  fafts 
have  not  been  fo  obferved,  that  you  can  expedl  Goii 
will  regard  and  accept  of  ypur  copfcifipHs  9nd  fup- 
plications.  You  Ihall  not  continue  to  do  in  time  to 
come  as  ypu  have  done  in  time  pa(l  ^  ypu  (ball  be 
deprive^  of  fuch  favourable  opportunities  as  you 
have  enjoyed,  or  you  ihall  improve  them  to  better 
purpofes,  being  diyefted  of  your  bypocrify  and  va- 
nity, \yhereby  you  have  been  induced— To  n^ke 
four  voice  to  be  beard  on  bigb.  In  thi§  manner,  af- 
fuming  the  appefirance  of  extraordinary  fanility  and 
fervent  devotion,  ^hich  yoi^  wf  rp  defirous  Oiould  be 
noticed,  you  afjled,  whilll  devoid  of  corii-efpondiac 
difpofitions  of  mind.  The  l*grd  pod,  highly  dif- 
pleafed  at  their  diffimulation  in  bis  fervice,  and  tbeir 
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vain  oftentatioh  6f  penitence,  whereof  they  were| 
really  dcftitute,  (blemtily  decliares,  that  they  (Hould 
not  be  allbvVed  muCh  longer  to  continue  their  hypo- 
critical ^afl:s. — By  this  confideration  we  ought  to  be 
excited  to  ftiidy  nncerity  and  uprightnefs  in  all  our 
profefliohs  of  repentance,  and  tb  take  heed  that  they 
be  the  gehbine  ei^pfeljioris  of  unfeigned  hutniliation 
ahd  contrition,  lell  God  be^rovoked  to  deprive  us 
of  the  advantages  We  enjoy. 

5.  Is  it  fucli  a  fad  tbat  I  have  clibfen  ?  a 
day  for  a  man  to  afflidl  his  foul  ?  //  //  to  bov^r 
down  his  head  as  a  bulrufh,  and  to  fpread 
ikckcloth  and  afhes  under  bim  ?  wilt  thbu  call 
this  a  faft,  and  an  acceptable  day  to'  the 
Lord? 

Iliiah  inquires  of  thri  peopld  lie  now  addfefles,  if 
they  ihdeed  irtia^gined  that:  God  Would  regard  and 
atcepff  of  thefafts  Which  were  obfetved  in  the  man- 
ner above' nientioned.     To  fuppofe  that  God,  who 
Inquires'  to  be  worfliipp^d  in  fpiiit  and  in  truth,  ap- 
provfes  and  takts  pleafure  irt  the  external  feryic^s 
performed  •  by  thofe  who  are  dtivoid  of  fuitable  difpo;' 
iitions  of  mind;  is  Highly  uhreafonable  and  abfurd.] 
If  you  foolifhly  think,  that  by  abftaining  for  a  fhort 
timefirdm  animal  gratlficatiohs,  whilfl  the  foiil  is  fub- 
jeA  to  the  dominion  of  fin,  and  is  not  piirifiei  fromi. 
vicious   affedhoiis,  ,you  can  pleafe  God;  yoii  muft 
admit  either  that  Gbd  does  not  regard'  tht  heart,  and 
that  he  is  iiidiflfereht  as  to  tlfe  ftate  of  mind  the  per-, 
fon  is  in  who  ehga^ges  in  his  (fervice — of  that  external' 
homa^,  (bch  as  proceeds  not  froni  the  heart,  meets' 
his  approbation,  and  is' all  that  he  requires.    Such, 
extravagiint  notions*  arA  abfurd  in  the'  extreme,  and 
inconfiftent  with  the!  chahifter  of  Jehovah,  and  the 
declarations  ^contained  in  the  holy  Scriptures.     Some 
of  the  fads  no  doubt,  mentioned  in  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment,  as  that  of  the  Ninevites/  were  not  fuch,  in  all 

refpeds^ 
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refpeAs,  as  God  requires,  yet  were  they  gracioiifly 
ree^arded  by  him,  and  proved  the  means,  through  the 
Divine  clemency,  of  averting  for  a  time  deferved  ca- 
lamities. Their  humiliation  feems  to  have  been 
fincere,  and  joined  with  an  afBifting  fenfe  of  merited 
awful  judgments,  which  were  followed  with  tempo- 
rary exeivption  ifrom  the  miferitfs  they  had  incurred. 
A  day  for  a  man  to  affliSl  his  foul,  or,  as  the  Hebrew 
Words  may  denote,  '  to  afflidl  his  foul  for  a  day,  fo  as 

*  to  be  diftrefled  and  grieved  on  account  of  his  undu- 
'  tiful  and  ungrateful  conduct  toward  God,  who  had 

*  daily  loaded  him  with  benefits ;  and  his  return  to 

*  folly   afifer   folemn  confeffions,  proteftations.  and 

*  many  warnings  and  admonitions.'— *7b  bmv  down 
bis  bead  as  a  bulrif/b,  which  during  a  ftorm  bends  to 
the  ground,  and  after  the  temped  ceafes,  again  rifes 
to  its  ordinary  height.  In  like  manner,  thofe  who 
are  here  reproved,  during  a  fafl-day  feem  to  be 
deeply  humbled  for  fin,  though  their  hearts  on  that 
account  are  not  dejeded  ;  but  when  the  day  is  paft, 
they  aHume  a  new  appearance,  they  return  to  their 
former  line  of  condudl,  and  become  as  proud  and 
vain  as  ever  they  were  htfoxe.^-^And  to ^rrad  fack- 
chtb  and  afhes  under  btm^  which  was  coniidered  of 
old  as  the  cerenwnial  part  of  repentance.  The 
pradice  was  anciently  acfopted  in  time  of  great  af- 
iiiflion  and  forrowful  lamentation,  on  account  of  pre- 
vailing iniquity  and  impending  judgments,  as  a  badge 
of  deep  humiliation  and  felf-abafemcnt*.  In  thii 
manner  they  pretended  that  they  were  much  grieved 
becaufe  of  their  tranfgreflions,  when  in  truth  they 
felt  no  compunftion  of  foul,  no  godly  forrow  for  the 
fins  they  had  committed— W/r  thou  call  this  afajh 
&c.  Doth  fuch  a  fuperficial  obfervance  of  a  day, 
fet  apart  for  the  exercifes  of  genuine  repentance, 
deferve  this  defignation  ?  Do  you  really  imagine, 
that  a  portion  of  time  appropriated  to  the  folemn 
fcrvice  of  God,  fpent  in  this  manner,  can  be  accept- 
able 
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able  in  his  figbt  who  hath  pleafure  in  uprightnefs, 
and  knoweth  all  things  ?  Do  you  indeed  (uppofe, 
that  external  profeflions  of  humility,  deftitute  of  con- 
trite hearts,  can  be  well-plealing  to  the  Lord,  who  rc* 
quires  truth  in  the  inward  parts?  A  day  wafted  ia 
hypocritical  afts  of  devotion  does  not  deferve  the 
name  of  a  faft  day,  and  inftead  of  being  acceptable, 
mud  be  an  abonnination  to  the  Lord,  who  hate& 
every  fpecies  of  diflimulation — Recoiled:  ferioufly^ 
my  friends,  in  what  manner  you  obferved  the  fait 
days  which  of  late  were  appointed  for  promoting 
pious  purpofes,  and  if  they  hare  proved  fubfervient^ 
through  the  Divine  bleffing,  for  advancing  your  beft 
interefts. 

6.  fs  not  this  the  faft  that  I  have  chofen  ? 
to  loofe  the  bands  of  wickcdnefs,  to  undo  the 
heavy  burdens,  and  to  let  the  opprefled  go ' 
free,  and  that  ye  break  every  yoke*^ 

The  exercifes  fuited  to  an  acceptable  faft  are  par- 
ticularly defcribed,  from  whence  it  is  evident,  that 
the  external  profeflion  of  penitence  is  unavailable  in 
the  fight  of  God,  unlefs  accorapgnied  with  corre-. 
fponding  good  difpofitions,  and  the  practice  of  thofe 
duties  which  are  connefted  with  fuch  a  profeflion. 
If  you  wifli  to  know  in  what  manner  a  fall  ought  to 
be  obferved,  full  information  is  given  in  this  and  the 
verfe  that  immediately  follows,  to  which  you  (liould 
carefully  attend.     True  repentance  is  to  be  mani- 
felled  by  a  hearty  renunciation  of  former  fins,  and 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  oppofite  duties.     The 
former  of  thefe  is  mentioned  in  this,  ^nd  the  latter, 
in  the  next  verfe.     Let  us  confider  them  in  the  or- 
der  in  which  they  ftand. — The  faft  that  God  hath 
chofen,  of  which  he  approves  and  gracioufly  regards, 
is  defigned 

To  hoje  the  hands  ofwickednefs.  Wickednefs  may 
here  denote  criminal  indulgence  in  fin,  the  avowed 
prafticc  of  every  fpecies  of  tranfgreffion,  and  an  obfti-' 
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nate  oppdfitton*  to  the  authority  arid  the  fervice 
of  Jehovah,  liiiquity  huth  its  corJs,  and  wick- 
c'drtefs-  hath'  its  bartdK,  Whereby  tliofe  who  are  un- 
<h?r  its  influence  are  confined  to  its  lirvice',  and 
itthai!>pily  rdftfained  frAiii  fubjedlion  ti3  dodf. — 
CotTupt  inclinations,  vicious  paflioris,  foolilH  pretexts 
joined  to  falfe  maiiittis,  ftrong  attachments  to  pre- 
ftrit?  adViantages,  fofm  the  bands  whereby  wicked- 
ntk  retkins  her  votaries  urider  her  control,  and  coii- 
(firains'  people  to  yield  obfedience  to  her  didfates.  Oh 
ai-'feft'  day  thefd  bands  ooght  to  be  loofed,  arid  brokeri| 
aAlnder;  fornier  intimate'  connexion  with  firiFul 
gVatifieatibns  fliould  \ie  diflolved,  that;  being  freed 
from  the  fetters  of  iniquity,  they  may  participate  of 
the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God. — To  undo 
the  benfi^  bi^dVns.  The  word&'muflf  bcf  undcrftddd, 
net  in  their  literal^  but'  in  their  figurative  fettf<^,  in 
order  to  know  thbtrue  meahing  of  tUe  expreiSon, 
and  to  learn  one  important  defign  of  a  fail  d^/ 
Sins  of  variotis  kinds,  which  are  a  heavy  oppreflive 
load,  are  doubtlefs  the  burdens  here  intended.  In 
this  view  thie  king  of  Ifrael  confidered  them,  in  the 
pfalm  he  Wrote  to  bring  to  remembrance,  where  he 
fays,  *  Mine  iniquities  are  gone  over  my  head,  as  a 
•'heavy  burden ;  tliey  are  too  heavy  for  me  */  They 
deprive  thofe  who  fubmit  to  bear  their  enormous 
weight  of  real  freedom,  they  prevent  true  enjoy- 
ifient,  they  occafion  much  labour  andtoiU  they  fub- 
jed  to  ferVitude  and  opprelfion,  and  often  give  much 
uneafitiefs  both  to  foiil  and  bpdy.  A  chofen  fall  is 
iirtended  to  undo  thefe  burdens,  by  feparating  them 
ftom  each  other,  arid  removing  them  from  off  thofe 
Who  had  been  entangled  and  diftrefTed  by  them,  that 
they  may  walk  at  libeirty  in  keeping  God's  pre- 
cepts. 

jlftd  to  let'  the  opprejfed  go  free.  People  may  be 
oppreiTed  in  their  perfons,  by  confi^nement  and' rigor- 
ous exadions  of  hard  labour ;  in  their  reputations,  by 
unmerited  reproaches;  in  their  eftatts,.  by  being: 
forcibly  or  fraudulently  fpoiled  of  their  goods ;  and  in 

their' 
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thejr  minds  and  confcienccs,  by  fevere  impqiitionf 
and  reftriaiQHS^  Tljofe  vhp  fuffer  ii^  anv  of  thefe 
ways  ftiould  he  liberated  from  the  hardfhips  and 
reflraints  to  which  they  hav«  been  obliged  to  fobmit, 
and  reftored  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  advantages 
whereof  they  were  unj  uftly  deprived.  The  grievous 
iui  of  oppreffioo  muil  be  abandoned,  and  that  which 
budi  been  injurioufly  takeo  away  mud  be  given 
back.  Keither  that  which  is  wrong  muft  be  im*^ 
pc^ed,  nor  timt  which  is  right  withheld  from  the  nuoft 
helpiefs,  fuch  as  the  ftranger,  the  poor,  the  widow, 
and  the  fatherlefs ;  but  what&ever  molefted  or  dif- 
tcefled  them  fiiould  be  renioved.-rrr^;zi  that  ye  break 
every  yoke.  Thefe  words  ferve  to  explain  and  illuf- 
trate  the  preceding  articles,  whilft  they  (ignificantly 
reprefent  another  important  ex^rcife,  fuitable  to  a 
faft  day.  Deliverance  (hould  not  only  be  granted 
to  the  opprefied,  but  thofe  grievous  yokes  (hould  t^ 
broVen  whereby  people  have  ^en  galled  and  det 
tained  in  bondagfs,  whereby  they  have  been  obliged 
to  labour  and  fuiSer,  fo  as  to  have  felt  painfqi  effedl^ 
in  their  bodies,  minds^  or  circumftances.  All  thefe 
hurtful  incumbrances,  under  which  they  have  groan- 
ed 6ught  to  be  removed,  and  broken  in  pieces,  fo  that 
they  never  more  ferve  the  cruel  purpofes  to  which 
they  have  been  applied.  The  amount  of  thefe  par* 
ticulars  feems  to  be  (hortly  this,  that,  to  the  right 
fandification  of  a  fait,  it  is  requilite  that  thofe  who 
obferve  it  dq  what  lies  in  their  power  to  fet  at  liberty 
thofe  who  have  been  opprefled  by  the  dominion  of 
fin,  by  the  tyranny  of  unjuft  ufurpation,  and  the 
fpirit  that  worketh  in  the  children  of  difobedience. 
Indeed,  every  one,  who  has  fenfe  enough  to  know 
what  he  is  about,  will  exert  bis  utmoft  efforts,  efpeci- 
ally  on  fuch  an  occafion,  to  accomplilh  tbefe  benevo« 
lent  purpofes. 

7.  Is  it  not  to  deal  thy  bread  to  the  hungry, 
and  that  thou  bring  the  pooi:  that  are  caft  out 

to 
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to  thy  houfe?  when  thou  feeft  the  naked,  that 
thou  cover  him,  and  that  thou  hide  not  thy- 
felf  from  thine  own  flcfli  ? 

Faft  days  are  inftituted,  not  only  that  perfons  may 
fupplicate  mercy  from  God,  but  that  they  may  per- 
form  ads  of  kin  inefs  and  compaffion  to  their  needy 
brethren.  Works  of  charity,  hofpitality  and  benefi- 
cence, which  are  the  bed  proofs  of  real  repentance, 
and  of  conformity  to  him  who  hath  faid  ^  it  is  more 
*  blefled  to  give  than  to  receive,'  are  well  adapted  to 
the  fails  which  God  hath  chofen.  The  firft  inftance 
of  liberality  that  is  mentioned  is,  io  dealtby  bread  U 
tbe  hungry^  who  are  deftitute  of  daily  food,  who  have 
not  what  is  neceflary  for  their  fuftenance,  and  there- 
fore (land  in  need  of  afliftance  and  relief.  To  thofe 
Vho  are  in  ftraitened  circumfiances,  and  in  real  tndi- 
gence,  proviiions  ought  to  be  diftiibuted  with  pru- 
dence and  difcretion,  and  fupplies  granted  as  ability 
permits,  as  nectffity  requires,  as  opportunity  offers, 
and  information  fuggefts  to  be  moft  expedient.  To 
this  humane,  kind  exercife,  the  moft  ample  encou* 
xagement  is  given  in  the  facred  Scriptures,  where  it 
is  often  required  by  the  fupreme  authority  of  Jeho- 
yah.  The  pradice  of  this  duty  is  there  urged,  by 
the  dictates  of  humanity  and. the  tendernefs  of  human 
nature;  by  the  love  of  God»  the  grace  of  tbe  Lord 
Jefus  Chriil;  by  exceeding  great  and  precious  pro- 
mifes,  refpeding  this  and  the  future  world;  and 
therefore  it  fhould  be  performed  with  alacrity  and 
pleafure. — And  that  thou  brir^g  the  poor  that  are  cq/t 
eut  to  tby  boufe.  The  indigent,  who,  notwithftanding 
their  honeft  efforts  and  perfevering  induftry,  are  un- 
able to  fupport  themfelves,  and  thofe  for  whom  it  is 
their  duty  to  provide,  claim  peculiar  attention  at  all 
times,  eipecially  on  faft  days,  which  ought  to  be 
appropriated  to  this,  among  other  purpofes*  Such 
needy  people,  diftrefled  with  want,  ought  to  fliare  in 
the  hofpitality  of  the  day,  and  in  thofe  donieliic 
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comforts  of  which  the  family  are  daily  participating. 
They  ought  either  to  be  brought  to  the  houfe,  as 
here  direded,  or  to  have  what  is  necefiary  to  their 
relief  fent  to  them,  that  the  poor  and  him  that  hath 
no  helper  may  be  delivered. 

When  tbdu  feefi  the  naked^  that  tbou  cover  bim» 
Thofe  who  are  deftitute  of  clothing  fufficient  to 
cover  and  defend  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  to  enable  them  to  make  a  decent 
appearance  in  fociety,  ought  to  have  their  wants 
fupplied,  to  be  furniflied  with  garments,  however 
homely,  or  with  what  is  needful  to  procure  them* 
Flaulible  profeflion  and  good  words,  however  footh* 
ing,  cannot  excufe*  from  offices  of  humanity  and 
charity,  which  fliould  be  proportioned  to  the  abilitiea 
of  the  giver  and  the  necel&ties  of  the  receiver.  The 
rich  in  this  world  mull  be  rich  in  good  works,  willing 
to  diftribute  and  ready  to  communicate,  particularly 
on  days  of  fading.  Thus  did  upright  Job,  who  was 
willing  to  have  fubmitted  to  various  fevere  afflidtions, 
had  he  feen  any  perilh  for  want  of  clothing,  or  any 
poor  without  covering  •.  And  that  tbou  bide  not  tby-' 
felfjrom  tbine  ownfle/b.  Men  are  brethren  to  each 
other,  being  all  partakers  of  the  fame  fle(h  and  blood. 
The  hungry,  the  poor,  and  the  naked,^  are  intimately 
conne&ed  with  the  wealthy,  who  live  in  affluence, 
on  the  bed  provifions,  and  are  drefled  in  the  fineft 
apparel.  The  rich,  mindful  of  this  circumftance, 
ought  not  to  decline  looking  on  objeds  of  compaf* 
lion,  but  to  open  their  bowels  and .  their  hands  for 
their  aififtance ;  and,  on  days  fet  apart  for  humilia^ 
tion  and  prayer,  to  Ihew  mercy  with  cheerfulnefs. 
Thankful  ought  they  to  be,  that  by  ads  of  beneficence, 
they  are  called  to  imitate  the  blefled  God,  who  gives 
to  all  liberally ;  that  they  are  honoured  to  be  the  ia« 
ftruroents  of  diminifliing  the  miferies  of  the  wretched ; 
that  they  are  lending  of  their  fubftance  to  the  Lord, 
who  wiU  repay ;  that  they  are  laying  up  in  ftore  a 
good  foundation  for  the  time  to  come  ;   that  they 
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remove  at  leaft  one  obftrvidbn  that  might  prevent 
their  cries  for  mercy  from  being  heard ;  and  that 
they  are  oflfering  the  (acrtfice  of  doing  good,  which  it 
acceptable  to  God,  through  Jefus  Ghrift,  who  will 
not  permit  a  cup  of  cold  water  given  to  one  of  his 
difciples  to  paft  unnoticed  and  unrewarded. — Thefe 
are  the  exercifes  to  be  performed  on  fuch  fafts  as 
God  hath  chden ;  and,  if  rightly  confidered,  they 
ought  to  reftrain  even  pretenders  to  religion  from  de- 
riding or  thinking  meanly  of  this  pradice*  Thous^ 
they  may  judge  fuch  feafens  ufelefs  to  them,  yet 
they  are  not  fo  to  others,  who  in  many  reipeds  have 
experienced  their  falutary  influence  and  hlefled 
cffeds. 

8.  f  Then  ihall  thy  Ught  break  forth  as  the 
morning,  and  thine  health  (hall  fpring  forth 
Ipeedily :  and  thy  righteoufnefs  ihall  go  be- 
fore thee .;   the  glory  of  the  Lord  fliall  be  th j 


happy  confequences  refultn^  from  fafts,  6b« 
ferved  in  the  manner  above  prtfcribed,  |re  deline- 
ated in  beautiful  figurative  language.*— 7dmyZ«£  tif 
Vgbt  break  forth  as  the  momiaig.  Yon  (hall  not  only 
be  delivered  from  the  evib  whereof  you  compkun, 
but  you  Ihall  be  advanced  to  a  comfoitable  and  joy- 
ful condition.  The  Ught  promifed  to  arife  is  not  to 
be  underftood  in  the  literal,  but  in  the  figuratiye 
fenfe,  denoting  profperity  and  felicity,  which,  like  the 
light  of  the  fun,  are  cheering  and  lefreihing.  It 
may  comprehend  increafing  knowledge  of  Divine 
truth,  progieffive  holinefs,  and  conformity  to  the  will 
of  God,  with  tbofe  fublime  confolations  which  are 
reviving  and  pleafant  to  the  mind,  as  natuitd  hght  is 
to  the  eyes  of  men.  This  light  (hall  break  forth  as 
the  morning,  which  fuddenfy  appears  at  the  ap- 
pointed time,  afiieds  more  fenfibly  than  the  brighter 
light  at  nooui  and  gradually  advances  until  it  arrive 
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at  meridian  fptendour.  Though  your  ftate  be  affic« 
tive  and  forrowful«  difconfolate  and  peq>Iezing,  like 
the  oondilion  of  thofe  who  are  bewildered  during  the 
darkiiefs  of  tbQ  night,  the  Lord  God  will  make  that 
light  to  break  forth  upcm  you,  which  (hall  dif^l  dif* 
treflet  agid  griefs,  and  (hine,wiih  increafingluftre,  until 
it  reach  the  perlbjft  day.  •  By  a  growing  pradicai  ac- 
quaintance  with  the  ways  oiFGod  and  enlarged  experi« 
ence  of  his  Divine  conlblations,  you  (ball  certainly  and 
fpeedtly  find,  that  *  light  is  fown  for  the  righteous, 
*  and  gladnefs  for  the  upright  in  heart  *  '  Such  is 
the  excellence,  the  worth,  and  the  utility  of  the  be« 
oefits  here  intended,  that  they  far  tranfeend  the 
powers  of  language  fully  to  defcribe  them. 

Jnd  time  keahkJbaU  ^mg  fmb  Jj^edify.  This 
expreffion,  remarkable  for  its  bes^uty  and  eleffance, 
contains  a  reviving  aflurance  of  a  precious  bitffing 
to  be  enjoyed  by  thofe  who  keep  acceptable  fails  to 
the  Lord*  bin  hath  fpread  a  mortal  contagion 
through  the  whole  human  conftitution,  which  nath 
deprived  it  of  its  primitive  foundnefs  and  vigour. 
Both  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  men  are  liable  to  dif* 
orders  and  difeafes  which  are  exceedingly  dangerous, 
and  difficult  to  be  removed.  Attention  to  this  cir- 
cumfiance,  which  is  too  little  confidered,  may  fery^e 
to  (hew  the  high  importance  and  ineftimable  value 
of  the  benefit  contained  in  this  promife.  If  it  is 
made  to  the  Chuich  in  general,  as  a  happy  fryit  of 
obfervmg  fuch  fails  as  God  hath  chofen,  it  comprifes 
the  cure  of  thofe  backflidings  and  divisions,  which» 
like  corroding  maladies,  bad  preyed  on  their  vitals» 
and  thereby  enfeebled  and  injured  their  fpiritual 
ilrength  and  comelinefs.  if  viewed  as  given  to  the 
people  of  God  in  their  individual  capacity,  the  health 
ot  the  body  may  be  included,  though  iiot  mainly  inr 
teodedt  efpecially  reftoration  to  that  fpiritual  found- 
neis  and  ability,  which  is  often,  with  much  (blicitudf, 
fought  in  vain,  and  which  is  health  to  the  flefli  and 
marrow  to  the  bones.  Of  all  temporal  mercies,  health 
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is  the  moft  excellent,  and  of  all  fpiritual  bleffings, 
the  profperity  of  the  foul  is  the  chief  and  moft  de- 
firable. — This  health  is  foretold  to  Jpring  up^eMf. 
The  elpreffion  may  allude  to  a  tree,  which  for  forac 
time  having  decayed  inwardly,  or  having  been  cut 
near  the  ground,  frefh  vigorous  {hoots  artfc  from  the 
root  and  remaining  trunk,  which  rapidly  grow  to 
confider?ible  height  and  ftrength.  in  like  manner 
the  Church  of  God,  and  his  fervants  individually, 
find,  that  by  means  of  the  faithful  obfervance  of  the 
fails,  the  body  of  fin  and  death  is  deftroyed,  corrupt 
paffions  are  mortified,  farther  fpiritual  decay  is  pre* 
vented,  the  health  and  profperity  of  the  foul  is  re* 
ftored.  Graces  and  virtues,  which  formerly  had  not 
been  vifible,  quickly  fpring  up  dnd  flourilh  with  new 
beauty  and  vigour,  to  the  glory  of  God  and  their 
own  comfort. 

And  thy  rightemfnefs  JbaU  go  before  thee.  Though 
all  the  good  things  which  God  confers  upon  his  peo- 
ple flow  not  from  the  merit  of  their  beft  perform- 
ances, but  from  his  fovereign  grace,  and  are  conveyed 
to  them  through  the  Lord  our  Righteoufnefs,  a  cer- 
tain right  to  them  accrues  from  the  gracious  promifes 
of  Jehovah,  in  confequence  of  their  pofieffing  the 
ckaradlers  of  thofe  to  whom  the  aflurances  are  given. 
1  he  righteoufnefs  of  your  Lord  and  baviour,  with 
whom  you  are  intimately  conneded,  and  in  whom 
you  confide,  fhall  go  before  you,  to  procure  deliver- 
ance from  evil,  proteftion  from  danger,  vidlory  over 
enemies,  with  every  thing  neceffary  to  your  happi- 
nefs.  And  your  own  adlual  righteoufnefs  and  good 
condud,  to  which  you  are  direded  and  aflifted  by 
that  bpirit,  whofe  fruits  are  in  all  goodnefs,  righteouf- 
nefs, and  truth,  fhall  alfo  precede  you,  to  evince  the 
juftice  of  your  claim,  to  the  accomplifhment  of  the 
true  an4  faithful  fayings  contained  in  the  word  of 
God. — The  ghrj  qf  the  Lord  JbaU  he  thy  rere-^ward, 
'Ihere  feems  to  be  an  obvious  reference  in  thefe 
words  to  the  protcdion  which  the  Almighty  granted 
to  Xfrael  in  their  joumies  towards  the  land  of  Canaan, 

by 
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by  means  oi^  pillar  of  the  cloud  by  day,  and  a  piU 
lar  of  fire  by  night  **  The  glory  of  the  Lord  may 
here  fignify  his  gracious  prefence,  accompanied  with 
illuftrious  difplays  of  his  omnipotence,  and  other 
Divine  excellencies,  which  are  employed  for  the  de« 
fence  and  fafety  of  his  peculiar  people.  Whilft 
righteoufnefs  (hall  go  before  them  to  prepare  their 
way,  and  (hall  fet  their  fteps  in  his  way  f ,  the  glory 
of  Jehovah  ihall  go  behind  them,  to  afford  the  feeblek 
of  them  compkte  protection  from  the  enemies  that 
would  moleft  and  injure  them  in  their  progrels 
through  this  world,  to  enlighten  their  path,  and  to 
render  it  pleafant  and  comfortable. 

9.  Then  ihalt  thou  call,  and  the  Lord  ihall 
anfwer ;  thou  fhalt  cry,  and  he  fhall  fay.  Here 
I  am :  if  thou  take  away  from  the  midft  of 
thee  the  yoke,  the  putting  forth  of  the  finger, 
and  fpeaking  vanity. 

Gracious  aflurance  is  given,  that  Jehovah  will  be 
propitious  to  his  fervants,  and  that  fpeedy  returns 
ihaU  be  made  to  the  prayers  which  they  prefent  before 
him. — ^The  word  then  feems  to  have  a  fpecial  refi|r- 
ence  to  the  time  in  which  they  keep  an  acceptaole 
iaft  unto  the  Lord,  and  foon  after  it  hath  been  ob* 
ferved  in  the  manner  he  requires.  That  this  decla* 
ration  might  prove  the  more  encouraging,  it  is  adref- 
fed,  like  thofe  contained  in  the  foregoing  verfe,  to 
eveiy  individual  who  fan&ifies  fuch  a  fad  as  God 
hath  chofen.  Prayer  to  God  is  exprefied  by  various 
names  in  Scripture,  which  ferve  to  point  out  the 
nature  of  this*  devotional  exercife,  or  the  poftures 
wherein  it  ihould  be  performed.  'Supplicants  at  the 
throne  of  grace  are  laid  to  a(k,  to  feek,  to  knock,  t^ 
enquire  after  God,  to  lift  up  then:  fouls  to  him,  to 
wreftle  with  him,  to  pour  out  their  hearts  before 

him, 
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I,  to  make  known  their  requefis  to  hiffk,  to  bow 
the  knees,  and  to  fpread  forth  the  hands.  The 
phnifes  here  u&d  are  caHmg  upon  God,  and  crying 
unto  him«  intimating,  that  the  perfon  thus  einpk>jed, 
deeply  imprtflled  with  a  fenfe  of  his  neceflities  and 
mifenes,  im^ores  with  eameftnefi  and  fervour,  with 
vehemence  and  importunity,  the  gracious  attention 
of  Jehorah  to  his  ciicumiUnces  and  requefts.  This, 
you  know»  is  not  only  a  high  privilege,  but  an  indif* 
penfible  duty,  enforced  by  the  fupreme  authority  of 
the  Lord  God,  who  explicitly  requires  this  homage^ 
It  is  the  facrifice  be  is  pleafed  to  accept,  when  offered 
according  to  his  prefcription.  it  is  the  blefle^  mean 
of  maintaining  intimate  intercourfe  with  him,  and  one 
of  the  ordinances  he  hath  inftituted  for  advancing  his 
own  glory,  and  promoting  the  happinefs  of  liis  people. 
It  is  admirably  adapted  to  their  prefent  indigent 
condition,  to  exprefs  their  dependence  on  God,  to 
obtain  from  him  the  fupply  of  their  wants,  and  the 
accomplifliment  of  his  promifes.  To  this  becoming 
exercile  they  are  ftrongly  urged,  not  only  by  their  own 
feelings,  but  by  the  amiable  charaders  and  attributes 
of  Jehovah,  by  the  mediation  of  his  oon,  the  office 
of  his  Spirit,  and  the  aflurances  of  being  heard  and 
a|^wered. 

The  Lord  Jbatt  anjwer,  and  be  fba&faj^  her^  lom. 
There  is  not,  perhaps,  any  duty  to  which  God  hath 
given  greater  encouragement,  and  fo  many  precious 
promifes,  as  he  hath  given  to  prayer.  A  remaikable 
inftance  is  contained  in  the  words  now  read.  Hav* 
ing  appropriated  to  himfelf  the  character  of  the  hearer 
of  prayer,  he  hath  explicitly  declared  that  he  will 
grant  the  fupplications  of  his  fervants ;  and  the  fulleft 
afiurance  is  given  that  he  will  not  fuffer  one  jot  of 
his  word  to  fail  of  its  accompliihment.  Though  for 
good  reafons  he  granted  not  the  requeft  of  Mofes, 
that  he  might  go  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  mnd  the 
prayer  of  David  v  for  the  recovery  of  his  child,  he 
commonly  does  more  than  gratify  the  prayers  of  his 
fervants,  as  in  the  instances  of  AbrahanSi  Jacob,  and 
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Solomon.  What  fpeedy  anfwen  did  the  Lord  God 
give  to  the  requefts  of  Ellas,  of  Daniel,  oi  Hezekiah« 
of  Jonah,  Coraeltiis,  &c.  and  thofis  who  prayed  for 
the  liberation  of  the  apoftle  Peter.  Indeed,  the  ex* 
perience  of  the  (aints  in  all  ages  give  teftimony  to 
the  truth  which  b  here  affirmed.  And  hare  not 
fome  of  7ou«  my  hearers*  found  that,  when  you  called 
upon  the  Lord«  and  cried  to  him  in  diftrefs,  he  fent 
you  relief;  that  when  in  neceffity,  he  fuppjied  your 
wants;  that  when  in  danger,  he  granted  deUverance; 
that  when  in  perplexity,  he  refolved  your  doUhts; 
and  in  time  cf  temptation,  he  feafonably  tnterpded. 
Be  aflitfed,  that  he  who  hath  heard  and  delivered 
will  continue  to  give  ear  to  your  fupplicatiuns.  He 
who  hath  beftowed  the  greateft  mercies  will  not 
refiife  to  confer  lefler  favours.  Me  who  fpared  not 
his  own  Son,  will  not  deny,  to  thofe  who  thankfully 
receive  his  onfpeakable  ^t,  grace  and  glory,  with 
every  good  thing.  How  coinplete«  how  fatisfying, 
the  evidence  of  the  comfortable  truth  we  have  been 
confidering. 

y  ibou  iaic  away  Jram  the  nadft  tf  tbee  the  yokCf 
Stc.  Thefe  words  feem  to  be  cunneded  more  pro- 
perly with  what  follows  in  the  next  verfe,  than  with 
what  goes  before.  They  clearly  date  what  is  indif* 
penfibly  requifite  to  the  well-grounded  expedation 
of  the  anfwer  to  prayer,  and  the  enjoyment  ^  profpe- 
rityand  comfort.  To  obtain  thefe  important  privileges, 
the  heavy  yoke  of  fin  and  oppreffion,  which  was 
fpoken  of  in  verfe  6.  muil  not  only  be  broken,  but 
quite  removed.  1  apprehend  that  it  is  unneceflary 
to  add  any  thing  at  prefent  to  what  was  then  faid 
on  thefubjed..  Another  bad  pradice  which  muft 
be  laid  afide,  h^^Tbe  punh^f  Jarib  of  the  finger^  which 
is  fometimes  done  in  way  of  contempt  and  ridicule 
of  thofe  who  are  the  objeds  of  reproach  and  detefta* 
tion.  In  this  cafe  it  comnionly  proceeds  fix)m  pride 
and  vanity,  and  is  dir^ded  toward  thofe  who  are 
meant  to  be  infulted  and  derided.  In  this  expreffion 
may  be  comprehended  every  other  indication  of 

haughtineis 


59^  LECTURES  ON  THE    Chap/LVIH. 

haughtinefs  and  infolence,  which  mufl  he  laid  afide 
by  thofe  who  entertain  hopes  of  the  Divine  accep- 
tance, and  of  experiencing  the  happy  efieds  of  fading 
and  prayer.  It  is  zddtd—' And  Jpeakmg'  vanity^  which 
in  the  holy  Scriptures  denotes  unprofitable,  idle,  faUe, 
deceitful,  malicious  converfation,  and  foolifli  alterca- 
tion, which  among  many  who  profefs  Chriftianity  is 
lamentably  prevalent.  The  fum  of  this  article  is 
comprifed  in  the  apoilolical  exhortation  ^,  *  Let  all 
'  bitternefs,  and  wrath,  and  anger,  and  clamour,  and 

*  evil-fpeaking,  be  put  away  from  you,  with  all  ma- 

*  lice.  And  be  ye  kind,  one  to,  another,  tender- 
'  hearted,  forgiving  one  another,  even  as  God,  for 
'  Chrill's  fake,  hath  forgiven  you/ 

c 

* 

JO,  And  //^tliou  draw  out  thy  foul  to  the 
hungry,  and  fatlsfy  the  afilided  foul;  then  fhall 
thy  light  rife  in  obfcurity^  and  thy  darknefs  ht 
as  the  noon-day. 

The  exercifes  of  beneficence  are  alfo  required  of 
thofe  who  would  enjoy  the  precious  blefling  men« 
tioned  in  the  latter  part  of  this  verfe.  In  the  facred 
Oracles,  the  word  foul  is  ufed  in  fomewhat  different 
fenfes.  In  this  expreffion,  it  may  denote  the  ftrong 
inclination  and  defire  of  the  mind,  which  is  doubtlefs 
its  meaning  in  Prov,.  xxvii.  7.  where  the  wife  man 
faith,  '  The  full  foul  loatheth  the  honey-comb,'  1. 1. 
one  whofe  defire  or  appetite  is  fatisfied,  is  averfe  to 
the  moft  delicious  food.  Ghryfoftom,  the  eloquent 
father  in  the  Church,  having  cited  this  proverb  in  his 
fermon  againft  fuperfluity  and  excefs,  thus  proceeds : 
^  Is  it  not  extreme  madnefs  to  (hun  a  table  covered 

<  by  frugality,  where  all  good  things  are  enjoyed  with 
'  pleafure,  and  fweetened  by  the  love  of  God,  and  to 

<  fprjead  another  table  replete  with  innumerable  cab- 
'  mities,  that  are  unpleafant  and  mortal,  and,  which  is 
'  the  moft  grievous  thing  of  all,  is  highly  provoking 

to 
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'  to  G6d/'-*The  late  Bidiop  of  London  J11III7  remarks, 
that  this  is  an  obfcure  phrafe,  ufed  by  Ifaiah  in  the  be« 
ginning  of  this  verfe,  and  without  example  in  any  other 
place;  and  he  therefore  thus  tranflates  the  words: 
'  If  thou  bring  forth  thy  bread  to  tljie  hungry.'    And 
tojuftify  this  tranflation,  he  fays,  that  there  are  eight 
Munufcripts  which  have  the  Hebrew  word  for  bread, 
inftead  of  that  which  is  rendered  foul.  We  may,  if  you 
pleafe,  in  explaining  the  prophet's  meaning,  unite 
both  readings  of  the  text.     The  expreflion  then  may 
denote,  that  thofe  who  wifli  to  polTefs  the  annexed 
privileges,  muft,  on  all  proper  occafions,  manifell  a 
benevolent  difpofition,  by  bringing  forth  bread  to 
the  hungry,  who  are  deftitute  of  providon  neceflary 
for  the  fupport  of  life,  and  by  cheerfully  giving  them 
what  18  requifite  to  fapply  their  argent  neceffities% 
The  following  words  ferve  to  illuftrate  this  kind  af- 
fedtion. — Andfatisfy  the  affliStedfoul^  the  perfciti  who 
is  diftrefled  either  in  body  or  mind,  either  in  his  tem- 
poral or  fpiritual  interefts.     To  fuch,  relief  ihould  be 
readily  adminiflered,  in  fuch  a  way  and  meafu^  as 
may  gratify  his  juft  defires,  and  afford  him  good 
reafon  for  fatisfadtion  and  contentment.-^Thefe  are 
eifential  ingredients  in  the  charader  of  the  man  that 
God  gracioully  regards,  of  the  upright,  on  whom  light 
arifeth  in  darknefs :  they  are  fubdantial  evidences  of 
fubjedion  to  his  fupreme  authority,  and  of  that  ge> 
nerous  temper  toward  the  indigent,  which  is  flrongly 
inculcated  in  the  holy  Scriptures. 

TbenJbaU  tby  Ugbt  rife  in  obfcurity,  &c.  What  a 
valuable  colledion  of  precious  benefits  are  brought 
forward  in  this  and  the  two  next  verfes,  to  be  enjoyed 
by  him  whofe  difpofition  and  conduA  is  delineated  in 
this  and  the  preceding  vcrfes !'— The  obfcurity  an/1 
darknefs,  whereof  our  prophet  fpeaks,  may  denote 
the  evils  and  miferies  wherein  the  perfon  had  been 
involved  that  he  defcribes,  the  diftrefled,  difconfolate 
condition,  to  which  for  fome  time  he  had  been  re- 
duced by  private  and  public  calamities.  This  for- 
lorn ftate,  into  which  he  had  fallen,  ftxall  be  reverfed, 
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«hd  liaj[>t)H)r  ^kdhMged  Idi  that  Whidi  is  pfoi^imtis 
ant)  coitifottable.  By  Ihb  w<9td  af>d  Spiiit  ^  the 
Uving  Obd  bis  t^fly  ?haH  be  itlummttted,  and  he  (haH 
iiie  cotidnlifted  in  the  ^tay  of  rigbteoufhisfs  and  {leace. 
^  the  faVbtit  and  bleffing  of  God  hib  ^all  be  en- 
riched  atid  delighted  ;  bis  kudkUe  eilterprit^,  ri* 
{)ened  imto  m^ttkrtty,  fhall  be  cmwned  with  rucoefs, 
fo  thnt  he  Yhali  Tejoice  in  the  p€6\pttky  to  which^ 
throngh  tbe  Tner<^  of 'God,  be  ik  advanced.  In  both 
iht  expitffidns  bttt  nfed,  1  fuppofe  the  fentiment  is 
titVLvty  the  lame ;  ^tid  being  ^epesd^d,  (be  cenaintjr 
bf  the  event  i^more  Forcibly 'iittitMted,  and  the  high 
dfegtee  of  felichy  s^nd  eoirifort  to  #bich  b(e  Aiati  be 
elevated,  is  tnore  (bnfibty  mpYeSkA  on  the  mind,  la 
"place  t>F  Affliabn  (hall  be  bc^kh ;  iti  twm  of  diC 
tu^btocre,  'tranquillity ;  A)Oiktnn);'(hlEtt  be  turned  iR- 
Ib  jbjr^  atid'he  ftiaUbe  ntade  glad  ^covdiDg  to  the 
"days  wbetein  he  hath  fmn  evfl« 

1 1.  And  the  Lofd  Ihall  gnidfe  tbxt  conti- 
nually,  and  fatisfy  thy  foul  in  drought,  and 
fflakt  fat  thy  bones :  and  thou  fiutt  be  like  a 
watered  garden,  and  like  a  fpring  of  water, 
'^ofe  letters  fail  not. 

£scc6eding  great  and  precious  blefffii^^,  whatfeever 
fcotittibtit^s  to  render  one  fafe  and  liappy,  ^tt  pro- 
mifed  to  be  confemcd  on  tbe  truly  penitent  and  be- 
hcVolebt.— Jlb^  LardiviB gui(U  thee <HmtinuaBy.  The 
hi^  impottsTncie  of  this^  benefit  is  bed  underftood,  by 
confidering  bow  prone  evien  the  uptight  among  0ien 
ate  to  disviate  from  the  path  of  life,  and  \o  tum  to 
thfe  right  band  w  to  the  left.  I'his  eirciiitnftance 
place's  this  dlUrance  in  'a  very  intt^refting  p^Dt  of 
view,  and  fliould  estcite  ttdmiration  and  pfraiife  of  the 
rich  grace  from  whence  it  proceeds,  Wbitll  it  fefvea 
to  convey  a  jtill  fenfe  of  its  worth  and  fuitabknef$. 
The  Lord  God,  tiie  Wotkkrful  Gounfellot  wUl  be 
thy  unerring  guide ;  in  the  coutfe  of  ^rovideiioe  he 

.     will 
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wiH  aa^ke  fais  W9y  pUici  before  tby  &ce  ;  be  wiU 
fend  fonh  hU.  light  9(^4  truth,  to  afford  thee  direc*i 
tioQ ;  be  wilfl  giv^  thee  the  good  qocidud  of  bis  vifOfd 
andSipivit,  ao4  te^b  tbee  the  way  wbereirv  thou 
(houMeft  go^  not  fqc  a  feafqn  only,,  or  at  fooie  critical 
jundure»  bqt  cwtiouaUyi^  in  alt  afi&irs»  in  iil  ji'^p^, 
and  ^t  all  timf  $.     '1  hu$^  g^i4«d  by  bi^  comifel,  tboif 

m^yeti  b^^dly  f^y » Tbk  God  i$  roy  God  for  ^ver,  mA 

he  will  be  my  guide  even  unto  death.***-^4  j^z/wA 
thyfo^  in  ik'ougbt.  Whilft  other  peopk  are  di(lrefie4 
by  awfid  jadgments,  tbe  poifon  whereof  iJIFink^th  up 
their  fpiriis,  fo  that  they  ar^  confum^d  by  tbe  difpl^qty 
fure  of  the  Almigbty,  he  will  mercifully  prelervf 
thee  from  overwhelming  calamities*  He  will  no( 
fuffer  tby  ej^pedation  to  periih*  but  v^il)  fulfil  thy 
enlarged  defires  of  temporal  aqd  fpiritu^l  b)eifing$ ; 
he  will  fatiate  thy  Ignging  foul,  and  thou  (halt  be  fa- 
tisfied  a9  wttb  niarrow  and  fatnof^t  and  *  tby  mov^tb 
» ih9U  pmife  Irim  with  joyful  lipa  ♦/ 

.^M  vuihffA  thy  ^JW,  or,  *8  the  IJebr^w  Wor4 
deflioteSt  he  wiU  ftrength^  ^nd  mak^  tbem  rqoice. 
One  <^  tfafi  fathers  in  th^  Cburcb,  4ef<?^ntipg  on  thefe 
wordf,  quotas  tbe  prpverb,  which  faith,  *  a  good  rci. 
'  port  tpaketb  the.  bonei  fat  i'  tb«  meaning  of  which 
is,  h^  fayi,  it  inqreaf^jtb  tbe  yirtu^«.  Tbi*  intecpr^r 
tation  he-thus  iUaftrpte^  -.-r-Com^neifdatiQn  is  due  to 
Tiftiie,  pmife  ei;cite»  emulation,  ismulation  ftimulate$ 
to  virtue,  and  virtue  produc^^  happinef3aodcomfQrtt. 
It  is  the  part  of  a  wiie  man  not  ra(bly  to  condemn 
what  he  but  partially  underftands.  Our  prophet's 
words  feem  to  import,  that  the  bun)ble  ^nd  cbarit- 
abk,  far  from  b^ing  debiUtated  and  em^^iated  by  the 
performanec  of  the  various  exercifc?  of  Divine  W9lf- 
fliip,  (ball  thereby  .b!?  invigpmted  aud  gladdened. 
As  fin  and  (brrow  drieth  the  bon^s,  and  enfeebles  thp 
firongeft  human  conftitution,  ib  the  duties  of  devcv 
iiQD  wA  benevolence,  rightly  dircbarged,  l^rengthen 
and  refreih  both  body  and  mind*  Tbexefore  will 
the  liberal  man  exprefs  gratitude  to  God,  with  tb^ 

roy  5^1 

*  f  Ikl.  Ixiii.  5«  t  HieroD.  in  loc. 
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rayal  Poet,  who  fays,  *  My  foul  (hall  be  joyful  in  the 

*  Lord,  it  ftiall  rejoice  in  his  falvation :  All  my  bones 

*  Ihall  fay.  Lord  who  is  like  unto  thee,  who  delivcreth 

*  the  poor  from  him  that  is  too  ftrong  for  him,'  &c  ♦. 

And  thou  /halt  be  like  a  watered  garden.  Ifaiab, 
who  deduces  the  principal  ornaments  of  his  difcourfe 
from  natural  objefts,  exhibits,  by  two  agreeable,  ele- 
gant comparifons,  that  are  familiar  and  perfpicuoi>s, 
different  in  kind,  but  correfpondent  in  fome  circum- 
ftances,  the  profperity  and  felicity  of  the  humble 
and  benevolent,  to  whom  God  grants  the  anfwer  of 
their  prayers.  Such  a  one  (hall  referable  a  fine 
fruitful  garden,  which  during  the  heat  and  drought 
of  fummer  is  frequently  watered,  that  abounds  with 
fragrant  flowers,  with  vines.olives,  and  delicious  fruits, 
and  being  in  a  moft  flouridiing  ftate,  difplays  a  de* 
lightful  appearance  of  grace,  beauty,  and  fertility. 
By  this  pleafing  (imilitude,  he  decorates  and  illuf- 
li  rates  his  fubjefbf  and  places,  in  a  very  confptcuout 
light,  the  more  lovely  and  thriving  ftate  of  the  roan 
who,  refreflied  by  the  feafonable  influx  of  the  gifts 
and  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  filled  with  the  fruks 
of  rightcoufnefs,  which  are  by  Jefus  Chrift,  to  the 
praiFe  and  glory  of  God.  That  nothing  might  be 
wanting  to  amplify  and  embelli(h  the  felicity  of  this 
highly  favoiired  perfon,  it  is  farther  aflSrmed — He 
/ball  be  Hke  ajprinjr  of  water ^  wbofe  waters  failiua. 
Jn  eaftem  countries,  during  the  extreme  heat  of 
fummer,  many  ftreanis  and  rivers  are  dried  up,  and 
there  is  a  great  fcarcity  of  water ;  fprings,  efpecially 
thofe  which  continue  to  flow  at  all  Teafons,  are  con- 
lidered  as  truly  valuable  and  ufeful.  Divine  grace, 
and  its  happy  effefts,  are  compared,  with  great  pro- 
priety, to  a  perennial  fprhig,  from  which  the  thirfty 
traveller  quenches  his  thirft,  that  fertilizes  the  adja- 
cent grounds,  and  conveys  the  falutary  influence  of 
Its  waters,  even  to  places  very  remote.  Thou  (halt 
not  be  like  the  ftreams  which,  increafed  by  the  rain 
of  winter,  overflow  their  b^nks,  and  for  a  (bort  time 
difplay  a  copious  torrent,  but  are  Toon  dried  up.    Thy 

*profperous 

•  Pfal.  XXX?,  9,  10. 
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profperous  ftate  Ihall  refemble  a  living  fountain, 
ifvhofe  waters  inccffantly  overflow,  and  are  copioufly 
difperfed  in  every  diredlion,  refreftiing  the  countries 
through  which  they  take  their  courfe.  By  thefe 
agreeable  fimilitudes,  the  pleafing  afped,  the  flou* 
riihing  happy  condition,  the  flrength,  vigour,  and 
perfeverance  of  the  godly  man  are  reprefented.  Re- 
plenifhed  and  enriched  with  grace  and  truth,  they 
ihall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water  fpringing  up  into 
everlafting  life,  fo-that  neither  bis  own  hopes,  nor  the 
expeAations  cherifhed  concerning  him  ihall  be  fruf^ 
trated*     BleiTed  is  the  man  that  is  in  fuch  a  cafe ! 

1 2.  And  tbey  that  fball  he  of  thee  fliall  build 
the  old  wafte  places :  thou  (halt  raife  up  the 
foundations  of  many  generations  ;  and  thou 
ihalt  be  called.  The  repairer  of  the  breach, 
the  reftorer  of  paths  to  dwell  in. 

In  confequence  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  above 
promifes,  thedefolations  of  the  Church  ihall  be  re- 
paired, the  foundations  ihall  be  cleared,  and  the 
i'uperilrudure  reared  up  to  its  former  height  and 
glory.  The  perfons  to  be  employed  in  this  arduous 
work  are  fo  defcribed,  as  to  (hew  that  they  are  mem- 
bers of  the  heufehold  of  God,  who  haying  been  admits 
ted  into  his  family,  are  children  of  the  Moil  High. 
Thefe  men  being  highly  favoured  of  the  Lord,  ihall 
build  the  old  walle  places,  by  which  may  be  meant 
particular  cliurches,  or  focieties  of  profelfing  Chrifti- 
ans^  that  for  a  long  time  had  been  immerfed  in  igno- 
rance and  fuperftition,  and  deprived  of  the  peculiar 
care  of  Providence,  and  the  communications  of  his 
grace,  had  fo  fallen  into  ruin,  that  they  had  forfeited 
the  very  name  they  were  honoured  to  bear.  Thofe 
who  were  bom  and  educated  in  the  Church  ihall 
build  thefe  wafte  places,  they  ihall  unite  their  efforts 
ikilfuUy  to  difpote  of  the  materials  with  which  they 
'^%  fyrniihed,  to  conne<^  tiiem  with  the  fure  foun- 
dation 
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dation  God  hath  laid  in  Zioiit  and  to  carry  on  the 
edifice  they  mean  to  rear,  fo  as  it  may  attain  its 
former  beauty  and  fplendor.  They  fliaU  exert  tfaeic 
ntmoft  endeavours  to  efts^lifli  thofe  who  are  under 
their  influence  in  their  moft  holy  faith«  to  reduce 
them  to  entire  dependence  on  the  Rock  of  ages,  that 
they  may  thereon  tvt&  a  comely  fuperftroAurr, 
eomplete,  and  wanting  nothing  to  reoder  it  a  fit 
habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit.«~7fo»  Jbab 
rmfe  up  tbefiundaikms  of  the  prophets  and  the  apc^les» 
the  great  fundamental  dodrines  which  they  delivered, 
and  which  ate  contained  in  the  word  of  God,  that 
had  been  buried  in  obfcurity,  and  intermixed  with 
human  inventions.  Thefe  leading  truths  of  the  gofpel 
were  to  be  examined,  compared,  and  joined  together, 
in  order  that  upon  them,  after  having  been  cleared 
from  rubbilh,  men  might  place  their  faith  and  hope, 
and  by  them  regulate  their  future  temper  and  con- 
duft. — ^The  foundations  are  faid  to  be  ^  mai^  g^ne^ 
ratwfUt  either  becaufe  for  a  long  period  they  liad  been 
overthrown,  and  lain  in  ruins,  not  ferving  the  pur* 
pofes  for  which  they  were  defigned-»-*or  becaufe 
they  were  to  fubfift  for  many  ages  after  they  were 
reftored  to  their  proper  ufe  and  order,  fo  as  to  anfwer 
the  great  ends  for  which  they  wens  intended,  fupport- 
ing  the  magnificent  ftrudure  which  was  to  be  ndfed 
to  the  honour  of  God. 

Aid  tbtmjbdb  be  ^aOed  tbe  repwnr  of  the  breetcb^ 
frc.  This  name  (hall  certainly  be  given  thee,  and 
thou  ihalt  truly  deferve  ttus  honourable  appeilation, 
h  as  to  be  indeed  what  thou  art  called.  The  en* 
ormous  fins  whereby  the  people  had  undennined 
found  doArine,  overturned  the  pure  worfliip  of  God, 
and  departed  from  the  pradUce  of  holinefs  and  rigbt- 
eoufneu,  which  is  at  once  the  evidence  and  omameot 
of  a  ChnAian  profeffioo,  had  made  a  gap  in  the  hedge 
of  the  divine  protedbon,  and  opened  the  way  for 
the  awful  Vengeance  of  the  Almighty.  This  bceach 
yras  to  be  repaired  and  built  up ;  tbe  apoftateChusdi, 
i^rtrich  had  gone  into  dedsy  and  bee«i  long  Aegfeded, 

were 
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weie  tt>  be  reo3vefed  from  the  degenerate  condttioa 
into  which  thejr  had  fallen,  and  were  again  to  he 
te^^Rablilbed  in  the  enjojmtnt  of  the  ptimitiTe  doc*- 
Cnne,  difcipline,  and  worfhip,  revealed  in  the  Scrip* 
tURs.-— jf  refhrer  rf  paths  io  dwdi  m,  or  rather,  acr 
cording  to  the  more  proper  tmnAation  of  I>r  Loarth, 
^ths  to  be  frequented  bj  the  inhabitaAts,  who 
might  coounodbaflj  have  conftaat  recourfe  to  dieoL 
fij  thefe  ipaths  may  be  intended,  the  rules  and  lam 
puMiAied  fer  the  benefit  and  diredioa  of  the  {leojile 
of  God.  Thefe  ^/wjfv,  which  iuul  been  greadj  oi^ 
cambered,  io  that  they  could  be  obferrad  vdth  di£- 
£cuky,  aird  many  had  wandered  from  them,  were  to 
be  freed  from  die  obftrudiona  by  which  th^  had 
i>een  dogged,  in  confeqaence  whereof  the  Church  lof 
Ood,  reformed  from  thofe  gro6  abufes  whereby  their 
fittth  and  pradi<»  had  ^en  t:omtpted^  bronght^toji 
joft  feafe  of  their  tmnfgreffions,  and  amendmeat  loi 
x\aax  condnd,  weve  to  he  re-eftabli(hed  in  a  happy 
4md  fitcSfstona  ftate.  On  t^iefe  accauats  they  were 
to  receive  the  defignatiom  here  given  them.  And 
&oim  the  citcumfluices  above  4nentioned,  we  ane 
'naturally  led  to  fupftofe  that  this  difcOurfe  hath  a 
idired  lefecence  to  the  memorable  sera  of  the  Refor* 
•snaaion,  when  tbeie  predLflions  werexemarkably  veri- 
-Sed. 

13.  ^f  If  thou  turn  away  thy  foot  from  the 
fabbath^  from  doing  thy  pleafure  on  my  holy 
day,  and  call  the  fabbath  a  delight,  the  holy  of 
the  Lord,  honourable,  and  (halt  honour  him,  not 
doing  thine  own  ways^  nor  finding  thine  own 
pleafure,  nor  fpeaking  tbine  own  words. 

The  Lord  Cod  having  clearly  ihewn  in  what  man- 
ner a  fall,  that  is  acceptable  to  him,  fhould  be  ob- 
ferved,  he  proceeds  particularly  to  defcribe  how  the 
Sabbath  ought  to  be  fandtified,  pointing  out  what 

he 
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he  requires  to  be  care&lly  avoided,  and  what  to  be 
faithfully  performed.— ^rto^r /am  away  thy  foot  from 
the  Sahhath^  inliituted  by  divine  wifdom  and  goodnefs 
to  be  a  day  of  facred  reft.  The  name  of  the  Sabbath 
refers  to  the  time  wherein  it  was  originally  inftituted, 
after  God  had  finiihed  his  works ;  and  to  the  chief 
purpofe  for  which  it  was  intended,  to  be  a  pledge  of 
the  reft  that  remains  for  the  people  of  God.  Under 
the  former  difpenfation  it  was  abferved  on  the  feventh 
day  of  the  week ;  but  now  under  the  new  oeconoroy 
of  grace,  old  things  being  done  away,  the  old  law, 
the  old  worihip,  and  the  old  Sabbath  are  laid  afide, 
the  new  heavens  and  the'  new  earth  having  com- 
menced, new  men  in  Chrift  Jefus  having  been  cre- 
ated, and  he  having  refted  from  his  works  on  the 
iirii  day  of  the  week,  the  Sabbath  is  changed  to 
that  day  ever  fince  his  refurredion.  His  difciples, 
after  his  example,  under  the  conduA  of  his  good 
Spirit,  have  convened  for  facred  worihip  on  this  holy 
day,  wherein  they  have  celebrated  his  praifes,  en- 
joyed his  prefence  and  blefling,  and  found  their  edi- 
fication promoted.*— Would  you  enjoy  the  precious 
benefits  mentioned  in  the  next  verfe,  it  is  required 
that — T^bou  turn  away  thy  foot  from  the  Sabbath  ^  that 
you  refrain  from  the  ordinary  bufinefles  and  recrea- 
tions in  which  you  are  employed  during  fix  days  of  the 
week.  In  the  Scripture  ftile,  the  motion  of  the  foot 
is  ufed  to  figiiify  the  occupations  wherein-  perfops  are 
induftrioufly  engaged,  in  order  to  procure  the  necef- 
faries  and  conveniencies  of  this  prefent  life,  with 
thole  temporal  advantages  that  adminifter  to  pleafure 
or  comfort.  In  this  fenfe  the  direction,  given  Prov. 
iv.  26.  is  to  be  underftood,  where  jthe  wife  man  faith, 

•  Ponder  the  path  of  thy  feet,,  and. let  ,all  thy  ways 

*  be  eftablilhed.'  Weigh  well  every  part  of  your 
conduft,  that  by  prudent  confideration  all  your  ways 
may  be  ordered  aright.  In  like  manner,  the  words 
before  us  may  figfiify,  *  that  to  the  fandification  of 
the  Sabbath,  there  muft  be  an  abftinence  not  only 
from  vicious  adlions,  but  from  worldly  affairs,  that 


voii 
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70U  may  attend,  without  hinderance  or  diftradlion, 
to  jour  fpiritual  interefts  and  the  worthip.of  God* 
— From  doing  tby  pleafure  on  my  boh  day,  which  I 
have  appropriated  and  fandified  toTacred  purpofes* 
You  muft  abftain  not  only  from  finfal  pleafures,  pro^ 
hibited  at  all  times,  bat  from  thofe  which  may  be 
lawfully  enjoyed  on  other  days ;  not  only  from  profe* 
cuting  yout  worldly  employments^  but  from  the 
gratification  of  thofe  fenfual  appetites  which  are  in- 
confident  with  proper  re^efl  for  the  Sabbath.  Cares 
and  folicitudes  about, temporal  matters^  as  well  as 
vain  amufements,  muft  give  place  to  thofe  devo^ 
tional  exercifes  by  which  the  mind  may  be  improved 
and  elevated,  and  intercourfe  with  God  may  be 
maintained.  The  day  is  the  Lord's  peculiar  property, 
which  he  hath  confecrated  to  himielf ;  and  therefore 
no  part  of  it,  except  what  is  employed  in  works  of 
necelfity  and  mercy,  may  be  alienated  from  the  be-» 
nevolent  purpofes  of  its  inftitution. 

jAid  citt  tbe  Sabbatb  a  deUgbt.  You  ought  fo  to 
efteem  the  Sabbath,  that  you  may  not  confider  it  as 
troublefome  or  burdenfome,  or  an  encroachment  on 
liberty,  which  obliges  you,  with  reludance,  to  defifl: 
from  your  worldly  affairs,  whereby  your  temporal 
intereft  may  be  promoted.  Thus  did  many  of  the 
Jews  under  the  former  ceconomy,  as  appears  from 
the  difcourfes  of  the  prophets,  particularly  from  the 
heavy  complaint,  mentioned  Amos  viii.  5.    *  When 

*  will  the  new-moon  be  gone,  that  we  may  fe^  com, 

*  and  the  Sabbath,  that  we  may  fet  forth  wheat  V 
Tou  ought  to  look  on  it  as  a  facred  privilege,  granted 
to  you  by  the  great  Lord  of  the  univerie,  for  ad- 
vancing his  glory  and  your  fpiritual  intercfts  ;  and, 
abftaining  from  worldly  bufinefles,  you  fhould  be 
delightfully  employed  in  contemplating  the  caufes 
and  defigns  of  this  gracious  inftitution,  and  in  corre*- 
fponding  fpiritual  exercifes«  which  enlarge,  refrefli, 
and  comfort  the  devout  nanA,.^^Tbe  boly  oftbt  Lord. 
The  day  that  Jehovah  hath  confecrated  from  among 

Vol.  IV.  ^q  '  ether 
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other  days,  for  the  moft  important  purpofes,  (hould 
be  devoted  to  the  facred  employments  and  enjoy^ 
ments  whereby  his  name  is  faa\5lified,  and  the  purity 
of  his  Church  promoted.  Since  he  hath  been 
pleafed,  for  wife  reafons,  to  fanftify  it,  it  muft  not  be 
profaned  or  abufed  ;  and,  (ince  he  claims  it  as  his  pe- 
culiar right,  it  (hould  bfe  fpent  in  holy  fcrviccs. — 
Honourabk.  becaufe  fet  apart  by  Jehovah  to  be  an 
auguft  fymbol  of  hb  completion  of  the  works  he 
created  and  made;  and  of  the  accomplifhment  of  the 
ftill  mdre  aflonifhing  work  of  man's  deliverance  from 
fin,  temptation,  labour,  and  afflidtion  and  reftoration 
to  the  favour  and  refemblance  of  God ;  with  a  view  to 
their  entrance  into  the  reft  of  God,  and  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  his  falvation  and  glory.  He  that  looks  upon 
the  Sabbath  in  this  honourable  light,  and  fpends  it  in 
the  fublime  exercifes  ti  which  it  ihould  be  appro- 
priated, doth  treat  it  as  indeed  eftimable  and  worthy 
of  high  refpedl 

And  /bali  honour  bint,  by  teftifying,  in  thoughts, 
words,  and  adions,  profound  veneration  for  the  Lord 
God  of  the  Sai>bath,  who  hath  challenged  a  fpecial 
propriety  in  that  day,  which  he  hath  made  for  us  to 
rejoice  in  — iVb/  doing  tbine  own  ways^  refraining  from 
thofe  occupations  that  relate  to  temporal  concerns, 
which  on  other  days  engage  attention  and  purfuit.— 
Not  finding  tbine  own  pkafisres^  whether  conneded 
with  bufinefs  or  amufement,  that  might  unfit  for  the 
fandifigation  of  this  holy  day,  or  encroach  on  the 
duties  which  ought  then  to  be  performed.— »A/br 
Jpeaking  tbine  own  words,  avoiding  impious,  injurious, 
vain,  and  idle  difcourfe,  which  is  inconfiftent  with 
keeping  holy  the  babbath,  according  to  the  com* 
xnandment.  Whatever  in  the  inftitution  of  this  day 
was  peculiar  to  the  ftate  of  the  Church  under  the 
Old  iellament,  either  in  its  nature,  ule,  or  fignifica«. 
tion,  being  laid  afide,  the  important  duties  here  men- 
tioned ''ought  to  be  conl'cientioufly  performed,  that 

the  Lord's  day  may  be  obferved  in  the  devout  man- 
ner 
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iier  he  requires.--— Let  tis  then,  brethren,  highly  prize, 
the  Sabbaths  of  the  Lord  our  God{  as  preparations, 
emblems,  and  foretaftes  of  the  eternal  reft,  enjoyed 
by  the  faints  in  hraven,  who  are  employed  in  ads 
fimilar  to  thofe  here  recommended.  Let  us  never 
confider  that  as  a  drudgery,  or  as  a  wearinefs,  which 
conftitutes  the  felicity  and  joy  of  the  ranfomed  of  the 
Lord ;  but  let  us  diligently  improve  days  of  facred 
reft,  as  anticip4tions  and  types  of  the  happinefs  and 
glory  for  which  we  wait  and  hope.  And  if  we  thus 
honour  God  oalhe  day  that  he  c'aims  as  his  fpecial 
property,  then  may  we  expedl  to  be  honoured  by 
him  on  the  other  days,  which  he  hath  given  us  for 
pur  own  ufe« 

14.  Then  fhalt  thou  delight  thyfelf  in  the 
Lord,  and  I  will  caufe  thee  to  ride  upon  the 
high  places  of  the  earth,  and  feed  thee  with 
the  heritage  of  Jacob  thy  father;  for  the  mouth 
of  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  //. 

The  precious  bleffings  confequent  on  the  right 
fanftification  of  the  babbath  are  next  mentioned.— 
Then  /hah  thou  delight  thyfelf  in  the  Lord.  In  the 
holy  Scriptures,  this  fubhme  exercife  is  fometimes  re- 
prefented  as  a  duty  ♦,  and  fometimes  it  is  fpoken  of 
as  a  privilege,  connefted  with  return  to  God  and  ac- 
quaintance with  him  f .  indeed  every  duty  is  a 
privilege,  and  every  privilege  is  combined  with  duty. 
At  prefent  we  conficler  it  in  both  views,  as  including 
pleafing  meditation  on  the  attributes,  the  works,  the 
word,  the  ways  of  God,  and  the  ineftimable  benefits 
which  proceed  from  the  overflowing  fountain  of  his 
mercy  and  graibe — Firm  confidence  in  the  exceeding 
great  and  precious  promifes  which  God  hath  given 
to  his  Church,  of  the  accompliihment  whereof  his 

goodnefsy 

•  Pfal.  xxxvii.  4.  t  Job  ixii.  zt5. 
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goodnefs,  power,  and  veracity,  give  the  fuUeftaC 
furance— Cheerful  obedience  to  his  commands,  in  alt 
the  duties  of  devotion,  benevolence,  and  charity, 
which  when  done  with  a  good  confcience,  and  wiUi 
a  comfortable  fenfe  of  the  Divine  favour,  are  always 
attended  with  real  pleafure  and  complacency.—* 
Lively  views  of  the  fruits  of  the  loving-kindnds  of 
the  Lord,  and  happy  experience  of  the  immenfe  feli* 
city  to  which  his  fervants  are  admitted,  who  honour 
him  and  reverence  his  ordinances.— Confider  Jiini  as 
your  fupreme  Lord,  clothed  with  honour  and  ma- 
jefty,  poflelfing  every  Divine  excellency,  uifinitely 
worthy  of  adoration  and  praife,  of  homage  and  fub- 
jedion,  to  whom  you  are  unfpeakably  indebted,  whe 
requires  nothing  of  you  that  is  grievous,  and  in  the 
keeping  of  whofe  commands  you  are  well  afllired 
there  is  a  great  reward.  What  fublime  fatisfadtion 
may  you  experience,  by  the  transformation  of  your 
mind,  to  prove  the  good  and  acceptable  will  of  God, 
by  being  made  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death, 
by  the  law  of  the  fpirit  of  life,  fo  as  to  fay  iafiacerity 
to  the  God  you  aim  to  ferve  and  to  glorify,  '  I  de- 
^  light  in  thy  law,  after  the  inward  man.'  Contem* 
plate  him  as  your  all-fufficient  pordon,  who  can  re- 
lieve all  your  diftrefles,  fupply  all  your  wants,  and 
enrich  you  with  the  cboiceft  bleffings,  who  knows 
your  frame  and  all  your  interefls,  who  will  adminifler 
to  you  the  pureft  confolations,  who  intends  to  ad- 
vance your  happinefs,  and  to  grant  you  his  falvation. 
What  i^xulwipn  and  joy  arifes  from  refemblance  to 
his  moral  perte^iStions,  from  conformity  to  his  lively 
example,  firpm  the  afluranpe  of  his  unchangeable 
love,  rrom  communion  with  him,  and  the  lively  hope 
of  t]ds  eternal  kingdom  and  glory  !  What  a  high 
privilege,  what  an  indifpenfable  duty  to  dejfjght  in 
the  Lord,  the  prince  of  life  and  peace,  -who  repairs 
the  defolations  of  many  generations,  who  hath  fcat- 
tered  innumerable  bleffings  over  the  world,  and  in 
whom  al|«the  narions  of  the  earth  fha^  be  blefled  I 

The 
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The  jojs  of  thofe  who  profiine  the  Sabbath  are  as 
the  crackling  of  thorns  under  a  pot,  that  make  a 
loud  noife  and  a  great  blaze  for  a  little,  leaving  no- 
thing behind  but  fmoke  and  alhes ;  whereas  delight 
in  the  Lord  is  a  permanent  fource  of  the  pureft  joy, 
and  affords  a  pleaiknt  foretafte  of  the  rivers  of  plea* 
fuies  that  are  in  God's  prefence  for  evermore. 

And  IwUkcaufe  thee  to  fide  on  the  btgb  places  of  the 
eartb.  An  expreifion  fimilar  to  this  is  ufed  in  the 
fong  of  Mofes,  where  the  praifes  of  Jehovah  are  ce« 
lebrated,  on  account  of  the  benefits  conferred  upon 
the  Ifraelites,  by  the  facred  Poet,  in  thefe  words : 
'  The  Lord  made  him  to  ride  upon  the  high  places 
'  of  the  earth,  that  he  might  eat  the  increafe  of  the 
•  fields  *.*  The  infpired  writer  probably  refers  to  the 
conquefls  which  iTrael  was  to  obtain  over. the 
Amorites,  whofe  lands  were  fituated  in  the  moun-* 
tainous  parts  of  Canaan,  00  which  their  ftrongeft 
fortifications  were  ereded.  In  allufion  to  the  tri* 
umphs  of  his  people  over  their  enemies,  v^en  like 
ini{^ty  conquerors  they  rode»along  the  hills  and 
Tifing  grounds,  viewing  the  fortrefles  and  ftrong- 
holds  which  they  had  vanquiihed,  the  Lord  God 
afliires  every  one  that  keepeth  the  Sabbath,  that  he 
fliall  overcome  his  fpiritual  foes,  over  whom  he  fhall 
from  time  to  time  acquire  mod  important  advan- 
tages ;  that  he  (hall  exult  in  the  high  privileges,  the 
diftinguifhed  honours  and  choice  bleflings,  in  the 
pofleffion  whereof  he  fhall  be  invefted.  The  God  of 
Jacob  will  enlarge  his  boundaries,  increafe  his  feli- 
city, and  give  him  to  enjoy  the  fpoils  of  his  enemies, 
he  ihall  be  exalted  to  inherit  tcue  liberty,  happinefs, 
and  glory.  He  fhall  be  elevated  to  a  profperous 
and  honourable  flate,  in  which  he  fhall  rife  (uperior 
Co  places  of  the  greatefl  eminence  and  influence. 

Jndfeed  tbee  witb  the  beritage  of  Jacob  tby  father. 
The  land  of  Canaan,  with  the  valuable  immunities 
eonneded  with  the  pofTefllon  of  that  rich  and  fertile 

country, 
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country,  afii^ed  to  his  natural  pofterity  as  their 
goodly  inheritance,  was  literally  the  heritage  of  the 
patriarch  Jacob.  To  this  land  his  defcendants  had 
an  indubitable  claim,  in  confequence  of  the  di(]X)fition 
which  God  gave  to  their  progenitor,  Abraham,  of  that 
kingdom.  On  the  excellent  provifions  which  it 
afforded  they  fed,  and  were  comfortably  fuftained. 
1  o  this  portion  of  Jacob,  his  (piritual  ciiildren  firora 
among  the  Gentiles,  who  1  fuppofe  are  chiefly  inten- 
ded,  have  no  right  or  any  ground  to  exped  the  pof- 
feffion.  The  heritage  thersefore,  of  which  they  Imvc 
the  afiurance,  comprifes  the  precious  benefits  of  Di* 
Tine  grace,  adumbrated  by  the  good  thmgs  where- 
wifh  the  land  of  Paleftine  abounded,  the  precious  fruits 
of  •  Gdd*s  favour  included  in  the  pronufes  made  to 
Jacob.  *  In  blefling  1  will  blefs  thee ;  and  in  thy 
*  feed  Ihall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  bleff^d  *.* 
The  blefibd  God,  and  the  ineftimable  benefits  flowing 
from  communion  with  him,  are  fignificantly  denomi- 
nated •  the  portion  of  Jacob  f  ,*  and  his  fpiritual 
offspring. — ^To  feed  en  this  heritage,  is  to  enjoy  with 
pleafure  and  benefit  whatfoever  it  contains,  fo  as 
thereby  to  obtain  the  gratification  of  the  moft  en* 
larged  defires,  and  from  tt>ence  to  derive  agreeable 
fa^isfadion,  ftrength,  and  confolation.  Such,  if  I 
miftake  not,  is  the  import  of  thefe  gracious  promifes. 
—The  prophet  concludes  this  perioi  of  bis  difcourfe 
with  thefe  remarkable  words,  which  ought  to  exclude 
all  doubt  refpe<%ing  their  veracity,  and  which  lay 
a  fure  foundation  whereon  faith  may  reft  the  expec- 
tation of  their  fulfilment. — For  the  moulb  of  the  Lord 
haihfpohen  it.  He  who  is  faithful  and  true,  and  will 
not  falfify  his  word ;  he  who  is  able  to  do  what  he 
hath  faid,  notwithftanding  every  intervening  ob- 
ftacle  and  dilfcculty,  will  afftiredly  accomplifh  thefe 
promifes,  in  all  their  large  extent,  to  thole  who  ob- 
ferve  his  Sabbaths,  and  devoutly  perform  the  duties 
ef  his  worlhip.     As  he  is  gracious  in  giving  his  pro- 

mifes, 
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mifes,  fo  he  is  faithful  in  fulfilling  them,  and  never 
fails  to  verify  his  good  word,  though  to  human  view 
the  events  may  feem  improbable.     •  O  praife  the 

*  Lord  all  ye  nations,  praife  him  all  ye  people;  for  his 

*  merciful  kindnels  is  great  toward  us,  and  the  truth 
'of  the  Lord  endareth  for  ever.  Praife  ye  the 
'  Lord*.' 


•  PW,  cxriif 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS- 


THE  Lord  God  having  (harpljr  reprimanded,  bjr 
our  prophet/  his  profeffing  people,  for  the  fins 
they  had  committed  in  bis  worfhip,  and  inculcated, 
by  the  mod  forcible  motives,  the  fandtification  of 
the  Sabbath,  he  proceeds  to  reprefent  the  enArmous 
crimes  that  prevailed  among  them  at  the  period  to 

which  he  efpecially  refers,  ver.  i — 8. This  dc- 

fcription  is  followed  by  mournful  complaints  of  the 
deplorable  confequences  with  which  their  iniquities 
were  attended,  that  rendered  their  condition  truly 
forlorn,  and  feemingly  almoft  paft  recovery,  ver-  9— 

15. ^When  in  thefe  diftreffing  circumftances,  and 

the  Church  apparently  flood  on  the  brink  of  ruin, 
expecting  nothing  but  immediate  deftrudion,  unlefe 
extraordinary  Divine  interpofition  prevented,  the  Son 
of  God,  their  Saviour  and  avenger,  appears  for  their 

deliverance,  ver.  15,16. ^This  glorious  and  mighty 

One  is  introduced  as  an  illuftrious  hero,  furniihed  for 
the  enterprize  with  fuitable  clothing  and  armour, 
prepared  to  decide  the  controverfy  between  the 
Church  and  their  adverfaries,  and  to  execute  awful 
vengeance  on  thofe  who  opprelfed  them^  ver.  17, 18. 
In  confequence  of  this  event,  a  large  acceifion 
was  to  be  made  to  the  Church  of  God,  by  the  con- 
verfion  of  the  Gentiles  throughout  the  world,  whilft 
the  enemies  of  his  kingdom  (hould  be  eSeduallj 
oppofed  by  eminent  men,  who  were  to  be  raifed  up 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  ver.  ip — ^ — ^The  chapter  con- 
cludes with  an  explicit  aflfurahce,  that  the  great 
Redeemer  would  make  himfelf  known  to  his  fervants 
by  his  power  and  prefence ;  that  his  word  and  cove- 
nant, with  the  operations  of  his  Spirit,  were  to  be 
perpeKiated  throughout  all  ages,  ver.  20  and  21. 
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CHAP.   LIX. 


BEHOLD,  the  Lords  hand  is  not  Ihortned^ 
that  it  cannot  fave ;  neither  his  ear  heavy, 
ihat  it  cannot  hear. 

The  firft  part  of  this  chapter  I  confidcr  as  pre- 
macilx  direded  to  tbe  Jewifli  Churph  under  the 
Old  Teftaraent,  delineating  the  corrupt  (late  to  which 
they  M^re  reduced  not  long  after  their  return  from 
captivity  at  Babylon.  1  coniider  it  alio  as  addrefled 
cfpecially  to  the  Church  of  Jefus  Chrift  under  the 
new  oecohomy  of  grace,  repreienting  their  deplorable 
condition  fome  time  after  their  egrefs  from  myftical 
Bahy Ion,  when,  their  zeal  having  abated,  they  gradu* 
ally  fell  into  the  practice  of  enormous  crimes,  which 
were  fucceeded  by  manifold  calamities.  In  this 
forlorn  (late,  they  are  aflured,  that  the  true  caufe 
why  they  were  not  aififted  and  delivered  was  not 
any  deficiency  in  the  power  of  Jehovah,  who  is  om- 
nipotent and  unchangeable.  Think  not  that  the 
everlafting  God,  the  Lord,  who,  with  a  ftrohg  hand 
and  Aretched-out  arm,  wrought  redemption  foD  his- 
people  of  old,  is  now  become  faint,  that  his  ftrength 
is  impaired  or  e:Khaulled,  and  that  he  cannot  refcue 
you  from  the  evils  in  which  you  are  involved  :  he  is 
as  perfedlly  able  now  to  effed  falvation  for  his  people 
as  in  any  former  period  of  time.  This  reviving  truth 
you  ought  attentively  to  contemplate  and  review.*-^ 
Imagine  not,  that  the  reafon  why  he  bath  not 
granted  your  requefts,  is  becaufe  he  hath  not  hear* 
kened  to  your  prayers.— jW?i/&^r  is  bU  ear  heavy  that 
it  cannot  bear.  The  omnilcient  God  is  perfedly 
well  acquaint  with  your  neceffities  and  fupplications, 
and  is  always  ready  to  afford  relief  to  thole  who  call 

Vou  IV.  K  r  upon 
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lipon  him  in  truth.  He  hath  heard  the  prayers  of- 
iered  to  him  in  all  generations,  nor  does  he  now  dif- 
regard  the  deiires  of  the  humhle,  but  is  ftill  as  w3« 
Ib^  to  anfwer  their  requefts  as  in  any  fornier  age. 
If  then  your  petitions  are  not  granted,  this  is  not  to 
be  attributed  to  any  laffitude  or  deficiency  of  know- 
ledge, power,  or  compailion  in  the  blefled  God.  The 
reafbn  muft  be  fought  for  in  yoyrfelves — tber-e  you 
may  find  it ;  and,  left  you  perceive  it  not,  it  ^  fpecified 
in  the  following  \vords. 

3.  But  youF  iniquities  ha^e  feparated  be- 
tween yoxL  and  your  God»  and  your  fina,  have 
|iid  bis^  ^e  from  ypu»  that  he  will  not  hear. 

The  tranfgrtffions  of  the  people  of  God  ave  the 
ireal  caufe  ^ why  .  he  dpth  not  anfwer  thf  ir  fupplica- 
tions,  s|nd  fend  then^  deliverance.  Such  trying  dif- 
penfations  are  not  to  be  afcribed  to  his  inability  to 
nive,  to  hi^  incapacity  to  h^ar,  or  to  bis  ^verfion  to 
effe^  your  deliveiance,  but  tbey  proceed  from  your 
trefpafle;,  which  feparate  between  you  and  your 
God  tb^t  you  profefledly  worlhip,  who  hath  been 
your  prote^or  apd  guide,  your  inftru(b>r  and  deli- 
verer, whp.  hath  given  you  all  the  good  things  yoa 
ever  received  or  do  enjoy.  Like  a  thick  cloud, 
which  intercepts;  the  rays  of  the  fun,  an4  hinders 
them  frpm  extending  their  benign  influepce  to  the 
objeAs  whpfe  profpei[ity  and  fruitfulnefs  are  thereby 
promoted,  the  ^ns  of  men,  whicfi  are  oppofite  te  light, 
troth,  ^nd  equity,  poming  between  God  apd  them, 
prevent  the  contifortable  enjoyment  of  the  Divine 
javoun  and  the  api'wer  of  their  prayer$.r-*/Au<  jmr 
Jins  baye  bid  bis  face  Jroftfi  you.  The  face  of  God  may 
denote  bis  gracious  countenance,  whereby  he  mam* 
,  lefts  his  good  will  and  kindnefs  toward  his  people, 
and  affords  them  pleafant  d^play^  of  his  grace  and 

Slory.     I'his  is  hul  when  difpleafqre  appears  in  hii 
ifpcnfations,  when  be  withholds  the  teftimonies  ojf 
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his  late  and  tender  regatd^  when  he  ecmcieali  froitt 
their  view  the  defigns  of  his  operations,  and»  the  pur* 
pofes  he  is  khout  to  accomplifh-— When  he  delajs  td 
fend  anfwers  to  their  prayers^  and  withholds  the  com-: 
munications  of  his  mercy,  and  the  confolations  di  his 
Spirit,  which  impart  fatisfkdion  and  joy  to  the  mindi 
Sins  a^e  theptocoringcaufes  of  all  diefe  bereavements 
and  di/lrefics ;  they  feparate  between  yon  and  God^ 
the  infinhe,  eternal  fountain  of  all  good ;  they  dif- 
folve  the  intimate  union  that  rhould  fubfift  between 
God  and  the  creature,  and  eflfedually  pteveiit  thtf 
enjoyment  of  the  good  things  which  God  it  ever 
ready  to  impart  to  the  obedient  and  faithful.  Aban-^ 
don  then  all  your  iniquities,  which,  if  peffifted  in^ 
will  terminate  in  yoiir  final  feparation  ftom  the  pre* 
fence  of  the  Lord,  and  the  glory  of  his  powei^v  ^c* 
cording  to  the  awful  fentence  which  (hall  be  pro- 
nounced t>n  impenitent  ttanfgrefibn  at  the  day  ol 
judgments 

3.  For  Vdut  hands  are  defiled  with  blbod^ 
and  your  fingers  with  iniquity  ^  your  lips  have 
fpoken  lies»  your  tongue  hath  muttered  per-^ 
verfenefsk 

This,  and  the  five  following  verfes*  contain  a 
moving  defcription  of  the  prevailing  fins^  which  pro* 
voked  Uod  to  hide  bis  face  from  his  people.*P-lnftead 
of  clean  bands,  wafhed  from  Wickednefi,  they  are 
polluted  with  the  innocent  blood  which  you  have  ini^ 
quitoufly  (bed.  The  expreffion  may  refer  to  thofe 
unjuil  wafs,  reciprocal  injuries^  and  aAs'of  Violence, 
wherein  human  blood  had  been  fpilt  Every  fiii 
cbntaminates  and  corrupts  the  niinds  of  men }  but  of 
all  tiie  crims  committed  againtt  mah^  murder  contrads 
the  deepeft  defilement,  and  leaves  on  the  confcience 
an  indelible  ftain }  it  expofes  to  awful  judgmentsi 
and  fo  pollutes  the  land  wherein  it  is  committedi 
that  it  cannot  be  elcanfed  but  by  the  blood  of  him 

tbat 
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that  (hcd  it*-— ^/li  your  fingers  wkb  iniquky.  By 
firaudulent  tranfadlions  and  violent  dealing,  you  have 
deprived  others  of  their  jaft  rights^  and  alienated 
their. property  from  the  purpofe^  to  which  it  was  def- 
tiaed  Your  adions  and  aims^  have  been  direded  to 
accomplifii  the  nooft  iniquitous  defigns — limr  lips 
have  ^ken  li&s^  which  afe  an  abomination  to  the 
Lord,  who  pofleiTes  unchangeable  veracity,  and  who 
hath  ftridly^  prohibited  falfehiood  and  deceit.  In 
your  difcourfes,  difputes,  and  conveifations,  inftead 
of  ftudying  moderation,  equity^  and  candour^  you 
faavr  n^ifreprelented  thofe  from  whom  you  difiered  in 
fentiment,  you  have  treated  tl>em  with  hatred  ran- 
cour, and  envy ;  you  have  traduced  their  charader, 
and  charged  them  with.fupporting  erroneous  opi-* 
nions,  by  frivolous  arguments^  and  imputed  to  them 
confeqqences.  they  rejeded  with  abhorrence. — lour 
tongue  ba$b  muttered  perverfenefs .  You  have  pri- 
vately faid  things  inconfident  with  reafon,  truth,  and 
juftice.  Regardlefs  of  the  authority  of  God,  the 
reproofs  of  providence,  and  the  remonflrances  of  con- 
fcience,  you  have  frowardly  endeavoured  to  counter, 
ad  the  order  the  iVIoftHigh  hath  eftabliflied,  to  ca- 
lumniate his  fervants,  and  to  blend  pernicious  errors 
with  facred  truths. 

4.  None  calleth  for  juftice,  nor  any  pleadeth 
for  truth  :  they  truft  in  vanity,  and  (peak  lies ; 
they  conceive  mifchief,  and  bring  forth  ini- 
qnity. 

Our  prophet  proceeds  in  the  enumeration  of  the 
fins  that  were  prevalent  amon^  thofe  that  profefled 
to  be  the  people  of  God,— rjuftice,  which  confifts  iii 
giving  to  every  one  his  owx),  is  an  excellent  virtue, 
which  produces  the  n^oit  falutary  and  valuable 
fruits*  This  complaint  iatimates,that  juftice  had  in 
great  meafure  defertcd  tlie  ^Church,  that  there  were 
but  very  few  that  defired  her  return  aud  refidence 

among 
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amon  g  them — ^That  there  were  hardly  any  who  reafon* 
ed  juftly,  who  reproved  with  equity,  who  fairly  dated 
religious  controv^fies,  who  candidly  examined^  who 
impartially  difcufled  them,  and  who  afted  upon  good 

principles Nor  any  pleadetb  for  truth.     Truth  may 

here  fignify  the  word  ofGod,  in  oppofition  to  every 
fpecies  of  falfehood,  and  to  human  teftimony,  which 
is  often  blended  with  deceit  or  miftake.  There  are 
very  few  who  aim  to  e(labli(h  the  truth  with  that  ac~ 
curacy  of  difcernment,  with  that  unbiafl^d  judgment, 
and  that  impartial  regard  to  its  facred  interefts, 
which  they  certainly  demand — Who,  convinced  that 
the  knowledge  of  felvation  deferves  the  greateft  ap- 
plication of  mind,  give  to  the  fubjedt  the  time  and 
attention  that  are  proportioned  to  its  importance ; 
that  each  difficulty  may  have  its  folution,  that  each 
proof  may  have  its  weight,  and  each  benefit  its  real 
worth.— TA^j^/r^  in  vanity^  in  that  which  is  unftabk,^ 
deceitful,  and  unprofitable,  which  hath  no  real  ex- 
iftence  or  excellence,  except  in  the  deluded  imagina- 
tions of  men,  and  therefore  muft  difappoint  the  ex- 
pedtations  formed  concerning  it.  The  word  may  de- 
note all  thofe  terreftrialobjedts  on  which  people  are  apt 
to  place  .their  confidence,  and  by  which  they  think 
themfelves  mod  gratified;  fuch  as  wealth,  power,  and 
honour,  whereof  wrong  opinions  are  formed  by  the  bulk 
of  mankind.  On  thefe  precarious  things  they  depend, 
without  fufpicion,  for  happinefs  and  comfort,  and  fo 
find  their  hopes  fruftrated. — Tbeyjpeak  lies.  They 
are  crafty  and  defigning,  taking  pleafure,  by  unjuft 
reprefentations,  in  deceiving;  others,  and,  by  affer-  • 
tions  inconfiftent  witli  the  truths  contained  in  the 
holy  Scriptures,  they  grieve  the  hearts  of  the  righte- 
ous,  and  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the  wicked. — They 
conceive  mifchief^  They  deliberately  frame  wicked 
devices,  diihonourable  to  God  and  injurious  to  men  ; 
theic  hc^arts,  their  heads,  and  their  hands,  are  em- 
ployed in  contriving  and  executing  what  is  hurtful 
and  deftruAive.— ^/^«i  bring  forth  iniquity.  The  evil 
thoughts  they  have  cherilhed,  and  t^lie  pernicious 

plots 
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plots  ihty  have  fdMied,  when  curried  mto  tffe6t  pro« 
diice  the  xiioft  abomiiuible  erinie9.-«^Mark  the  pro* 
greis  of  wickednefs,  thus  defcabtd  by  the  apoftle 
James,  in  words  fomewhat  fimilar  to  thofe  before  usv 
^  Lttft,  whdii  conceived,  bringisth  forth  fin,  (v^bicb  » 
'  its  natural  offspring)  ai^d  fin^  when  k  is  finilhed^ 
*  bringeth  forth  death  */ 

5*  They  hatch  cocikatrice  eggs,  and  ^i^ave 
the  fpiderft  vreb :  he  that  eateth  of  their  eggs 
dieth,  and  that  which  is  6fU(hed.  bfeaketh  out 
intd  a  vipcf . 

Theie  figurative  expreffions,  Which  are  ufed  by 
Ifaiah  to  illuilrate  the  mbjed  whereof  he  treats,  were 
borrowed  from  objedls  well  kftown  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Judea.  As  the  imagery  he  employs  to  embeUifh 
his  difcoufe  was  taken  from  what  occurred  to  his 
fenfes,  it  muft  have  fome  connexion  with  its  imme- 
diate  origin  and  natural  foil.  To  form  a  corred 
judgment  of  the  propriety  and  elegance  of  the  ^gures 
here  introduced,  we  muft  recotte£l  the  circumftance$ 
of  the  writer,  the  natural  hiftory  of  the  country,  and 
the  peculiar  genius  of  the  Jewifh  people,  among 
whom  he  exercifed  his  office.  After  attending  to 
thefe  things,,  fome  degree  of  obfcurity  may  dill  arife, 
from  our  imperfed  acquaintance  with  the  difierent 
objects  which  are  applied,  without  peculiar  marb 
of  comparifon  to  give  energy  and  force  to  the  fenti- 
ment,  which  lies  not  in  the  literal  fenfe,  but  in  fome^ 
thing  that  is  not  directly  exprelled.  Not  to  dwell 
on  the  external  fenfe  of  what  is  here  laid,  which 
might  bewilder  us  in  uncertain  conjecture,  1  proceed 
briefly  to  afcertain  the  meaning  of  our  prophet*s 
words,— Tig'  batch  cokatrice  eggs.  The  cockatrice 
was  a  poifonous  kind  of  ierpent,  whofe  bite  is  faid  to 
be  mortal,  and  who  propagated  their  fpecies  by  means 
of  eggs  deppiited  by  the  fexi^ales.    The  expreffiod 

feem^ 
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feeiQs  to  denote,  that  the  perfona  defcribed,  afttr 
having  wrought  into  the  form  of  demonftration  or 
fyftem,  fome  pipmicbtis  principles  and  tenets  whicii 
they  bad  devifed,  and  which,  when  brought  into  view« 
feemed  at  firft  fight  to  be  found  and  beautiful, 
but  iieing  more  clofely  examined  and  laid  open, 
vere  found  full  of  deadly  poifon.-^^iirf  weave  the 
^ider^s  weh^  which,  being  fpun  out  of  her  bowels,  ia 
exceeding  weak  and  eatily  deftroyed,  yet  afibrds  her 
a  fort  of  covering,  whilft  it  ferves  to  enfnare  and 
detain  her  prey.  It  exhibits  a  juft  reprelentation  of 
the  fyftem  of  falfe  dodtrine,  artfully  devifed  by  evil 
men  and  feducers,  and  fupported  by  fpecious  reafon^ 
ings,  which,  though  deftitute  of  reality  or  fubftance^ 
is  confidered  as  a  fufficient  defence  to  thofe  who 
formed  it,  whilft  it  ferves  to  entangle  and  deceive  the 
fimple  and  unwary.<>~/£r  thai  ealeth  of  thek  eggs  dietif. 
Wfaofoever,  deluded  by  fair  appearances,  adopts  their 
pernicious  fentiments,  and  embraces  their  dangerous 
tenets  as  the  rule  of  faith  and  pradtice^  giving  up 
dependency  on  the  truth,  rigbteoufnefs,  gnd  falvation 
revealed  in  the  Scriptures,  reiigns  the  well-grounded 
hope  of  life  and  immortality,  and  is  ready  to  peri(h. 
i^And  that  which  is  cru/bed  breaketh  out  into  a  viper. 
The  pernicious  principles  that  had  been  difTeminated, 
being  deteded  and  examined,  and  divefted  of  the 
difguife  under  which  they  were  concealed,  fomewhat 
poifonous  and  dangerous  is  difcovered,  lurking  under 
plaufible  pretexts,  very  different  from  what  was 
imagined. 

6.  Their  webs  (hall  not  become  garments, 
neither  fliall  they  cover  themfelves  with  their 
works:  their  works  are  works  of  iniquity,  and 
the  ad  of  viplc^nce  is  in  tb^ir  handst 

The  vanity  and  unprofitablenefs  of  the  pradticcs 
above  delineated  is  reprefented  in  figurative  terms, 
^rfefponding  to  the   prcoisding  defcription.    T1h$ 

fine 
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fine  fpeculatioris  which  were  artfully  devifed,'  inter- 
woven  with  many  oftenfible  but  falfe  allegations, 
fliould  not  be  fufficient  to  cover  the  deformity  of 
their  authors,  to  proted  them  from  the  evils  to  which 
they  were  es^pofed,  or  to  beautify  their  minds. 
Nor  were  they  to  be  able  to  fhelter  themfelves  from 
calamities  by  their  own  performances,  which  are 
affirmed  to  be  works  of  iniquity^  proceeding  from  a 
corrupt  fource,  and  done  n>r  bad  purpofes/  The 
words  forcibly  defcribe  the  perverfe  difpofition  with 
which  they  adled,  not  occafionally  through  inadver- 
tence, but  afliduoufly  purfued  by  the  wicked  pradices 
wherein  they  were  indufthoufly  employed. — Tbe  aS 
of  violence  is  in  tbeir  bands.  Thofe  things  which 
they  have  forcibly,  or  injurioufly  laid  hold  of  by 
means  of  fraud  and  injuftice,  of  extortion  and  rapine, 
whereby  they  have  invaded  the  juft  rights  of  others, 
and  deprived  them  of  their  property,  are  ftiil  in  their 
pofleffion,  and  teftify  againll  them. 

7.  Their  feet  run  to  evil,  and  they  make 
hafte  to  filed  innocent  blood :  their  thoughts 
are  thoughts  of  iniquity,  wafting  and  deftruc- 
tion  are  in  their  paths. 

Our  prophet  proceeds,  in  this  and  the  following 
verfe,  to  delineate  the  general  corruption  and  depra* 
vity  of  manners  which  was  vifible  in  the  Church  at 
the  period  referred  to.  In  the  ftile  of  Scripture,  the 
courfe  of  adion  wherein  people  are  ordinarily  em- 
ployed is  faid  to  be  their  way  or  path,  and  their  feet 
denotes  the  power  of  adion,  which,  in  proportion  as 
it  is  exerted,  they  go  or  run.  The  phrafe  before  us 
imports,  that  the  perfons  fpoken  of  went  on,  with 
the  utm*)!!  alacrity  and  diligence,  in  the  pradice  of 
all  kinds  of  wickednefs. — Tbey  make  bq/ie  to  Jbed 
innocent  blood.  They  were  bent  on  the  commiimon 
not  only  6t  trai\lgreffions  of  lefler  ma^itude,  but  on 
perpetrating  the  mpft  enormous  crimes,    inftigated 

by 
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by  hatred,  envy,  and  other  malevolent  paffions,  they 
were  exceeding  adlive  in  oppreffing  the  poor,  in  per* 
fecuting  the  fervants  of  God,  and  in  murdering  tliofe 
who  were  harmlefs  and  inoffenlive.— 72><f/>  thoughts 
nre  thoughts  of  iniquity.     Their  thoughts,  which     •  ve' 
a  ftrong  influence  in  forming  their  fentiments,  in 
exciting  their  affeftions,  in  fixing  their  refolutions^and 
in  conducing  their  aftions,  were  foolilh,  perverfe,  and 
finful.    They  cherilhed  vain  imaginations  refpefting 
theblefled  God,  malicious,  revengeful  intentions  con- 
cerning their  neighbour,  and  felf-confident  opinions 
of  their  own  importance. — Wq/ling  and  dejlru^ion  are 
in  their  paths.    To  thefe  words  the  apoftle  Paul  feems 
to  refer,  in  the  account  he  gives  of  the  general  de- 
pravity of  mankind,  in  the  third  chapter  of  his  epiftle 
to  the  Romans,  where  he  affirms  of  both  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  that  *  deftrudion  and  mifery  are  in  their 
*  ways.'    All  the  methods  they  purfue  to  moleil  and 
ruin  other  people  tend  to  their  own  deftrudion ;  by 
their  vicious  courfe.of  life  they  confume  their  time 
and  talents,  and  expofe  themfeves  to  wo  and  wretch^ 
ednefs. 

8.  The  way  of  peace  they  know  not,  and 
there  is  no  judgment  in  their  goings:  they 
have  made  them  crooked  paths:  whofoever 
goeth  therein,  thall  not  know  peace. 

They  difcover  entire  ignorance  of  the  way  pointed 
out  in  the  word  of  God,  by  which  real  happinefs  and 
comfort  is  to  be  attained,  with  that  tranquillity  of 
mind  which  is  a  fhiit  of  the  Spirit,  fpringing  from 
reconciliation  to  God  through  the  death  of  his  Son. 
They  are  deftitute  of  experimental  acquaintance  with 
the  ways  of  wifdom,  wherein  this  ineftimable  benefit 
is  enjoyed ;  nor  are  they  addidled  to  the  pradlice  of 
holuiefs  and  righteoufnefs,  which  is  accoinpanied  with 
internal  quiet  and  ferenity .  Inftead  of  following  the 
things  that  make  for  peace,  whereby  one  may  edify 

Vol.  iV,  bs  another 
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another^  they  are  deceidult  quarrelfome^  and  canten- 
tiom.'^^Atui  tbtr€  is  mjudgmetd  in  tbcir  grni^s.  They 
do  not  manifeft  either  judgment  or  prudence  in  the 
exercife  of  tbeir  intelledual  powers,  in  the  reiblutions 
they  adopt,  in  the  decifioni  they  pronounce,  or  in  the 
objeds  that  they  profecutc.    On  the  contrary,  they 
fliew,  by  the  improper  management  of  af&irs«  that 
they  are  devoid  of  that  found  underftanding«  and  real 
integrity,  which  ought  to  have  marked  dVery  part 
pf  their  CQinixji/Qt.^^They  have  made  tbem  cr^oktdpaibs. 
Being  formed  not  according  to  the  unerring  rule  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  but  agreeable  to  their  own  cor- 
rupt diipc^tionSy  they  difcove^  the  perveriity  of  thofe 
who  made  them,  and  that  they  are  very  different  from 
the  ftraight  paths  people  are  required  to  make  for 
tiieir  ket.-'^fVbofoever  goetb  tberem  Jball  nai  hum 
feate.    They  Iball  not  experience  the  felicity  that 
nefi^ltB  from  reconciliation  to  God,  from  the  love  of 
God's  law,  and  undifturbed  tranquillity  of  mind.— 
The  reprefentation  of  the  depkcable  ftate  of  the 
Church,  which  we  have  juil  confidered,  is  peculiarly 
applicable  to  the  period  that  commenced  not  long 
after  the  glorious  Reformation,  which  was  followed     I 
1)y  lamentable  degeneracy  and  corruption  of  man-     I 
ners.     To  perceive  the  juftice  of  this    renrark,  it     i 
might  be  proper  to  take  a  rctrofpeAive  view  of  the     | 
yerfes  we  have  been  iUoftrating,  aad  obferve  how     | 
the  predidioDs  correspond  to  thd  fads  reoordodia     | 
hiftory,  and  how  the  events  fulfil  the  prophecies,     i 
This  bath  been  done  with  conliderable  fuccefi  by     . 
the  learned  Vitringa,  from  whom  affidance  may  be 
derived  by  thofe  who  wiih  to  inveftigate  the  fub-   ^ 

9.  IF  Therefore  is  judgnaent  far  from  us, 
joeither  doth  juftice  overtake  us :  we  wait  for 
light,  but  behold  obfcurityj  for  brightnefs, 
hii  we  walk  in  darknefs. 

The 
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The  fftftbflil  feryants  of  God  are  introduced,  be^ 
moaning  the  calamitous  ftate  to  which  the  Church 
was  reduced,  as  the  juft  confequences  of  the  crimen 
committed  among  them.  This  mournful  complaint 
plainly  indicates,  that  they  confidered  their  d)ftreflei 
and  difappointments  as  clear  proofs  of  the  Divine  dif* 
pleafure  having  gose  forth  againft  them.  Becaufe 
they  had  greatly  tranfgrefled  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord,  their  condition  was  to  be  the  reverfe  of 
what  they  tx^^&tA.-^Tbertfare  is  judgment  far  from 
us.  Judgment  may  here  fignify  deKverance  from  a& 
flidion,  and  the  puniAiment  of  fin,  efieded  by  Ot* 
vine  providence,  according  to  the  rules  of  confum* 
mate  equity  and  righteoufnefs.  This  expe6led| 
wifhed^for  deliverance,  is  removed  at  a  great  difbince 
from  us,  who  look  for  it  with  longing  defiresi  folicit- 
ou$  to  fee  better  days,  and  to  enjoy  a  more  profperous 
(late. — Neiiber  datbjttfiice  overtake  us.  By  departing 
from  God,  and  the  path  of  duty,  we  have  made  light 
of  that  lalvatkm  which  hath  been  offered  to  our  ac<^ 
ceptance,  we  have  fhunned  what  we  ought  to  have 
fought  for,  and  have  not  waited  for  the  Divine  inter* 
pofition  in  our  favour.  WhiUl  tranfgrefibrs  ate  ea^ 
gerly  profecuting  the  works  of  iniquity  and  violence, 
judgment  fiands  aloof,  and  juftice  falls  bebindi  as  if 
not  having  intention  to  come  nigh  and  hold  agreeable 
intercourfe  with  us. 

IVe  waUfar  light,  ha  behold  obfcurity,  &c.  We 
cheriih  the  pleafing  expedation  of  deliverance  from 
the  manifold  evils  and  calamities  we  have  fuf* 
taincd,  and  of  reft  oration  to  a  happy,  flourifhing  ftate« 
in  the  enjoyment  of  defirable  important  benefits.  We 
hope  for  the  higheft  degrees  of  felicity  and  profpe-* 
rity,ln  which  we  ihould  be  advanced  to  the  poflef* 
fion  of  all  thofe  bleflings  and  privileges  which  pro« 
mote  the  fpiritual  excellence,  comelinefs,  and  com** 
fort  of  the  Church  of  God.  How  ^reat  the  difap-^ 
pointment  to  us,  who  have  wiffafuUy  been  looking 
forward  to  better  times,  when  initead  of  obtaining 
the  gratification  of  our  fond  defires,  we  experience 

the 
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the  very  wvcrfe  of  what  we  promifcd  ourfclves,  and 
often  anticipated,  Behold  obfcurity  and  darknefs^ 
deflitute  of  joy  and  confolation  refpeding  both  our 
internal  and  external  condition,  deprived  of  the  gra- 
tification of  our  wifties,  we  continue  involved  in  ad- 
verfity  and  perplexity,  groaning  under  complicated 
diftrefles,  from  which  we  do  not* perceive  how  we  caa 
be  extricated. 

10.  We  grope  £ot  the  wall  like  the  blind, 
and  we  grope  as  if  we  had  no  eyes  :  we  Hum- 
ble at  noon-day  as  in  the  night ;  tve  are  in  de- 
folate  places  as  dead  mefti, 

The  people  of  God  acknowledge,  that  they  were 
left  in  a  ftate  of  uncertainty  and  anxiety,  encompafled 
with  evils  from  which  they  could  not  fee  any  way  of 
efcape.  In  this  condition,  like  blind  folks,  who  en- 
deavour to  make  up  for  the  want  of  fight  by  feeling 
for  objefts  around  them,  they  groped  that  they 
might  difcover  where  they  could  find  ffieltcr  .and 
fifttj.'—PVe^umbletit  noon-ddy  as  in  the  n^gbt.  The 
light  is  commonly  ftrong  and  brigfateft  at  noon,  when 
objefts  are  heft  feen  :  hence  the  well-known  prover- 
bial faying— Clear  as  the  light  at  noon.  Amid  the 
light  of  Divine  revelation,  with  which  we  have  been 
favoured,  and  many  other  advantages,  we  have  fallen 
into  dangerous  errors  and  miftakes,  and  aded  nearly 
in  the  fame  manner  as  if  we  had  not  enjoyed  thefc 
privileges.—^/?  are  in  defolate  places  as  dead  men. 
Through  our  infenfibility,  and  the  ignomhiy  and  nc- 
gledl  we  have  experienced,  our  fituation  refembles,  in 
fome  meafure,  the  ftate  of  thofe  who,  being  de- 
prived of  life,  are  buried  in  places  remote  from  the 
habitations  of  the  living,  are  cut  ofi"  from  all  inter- 
courfe  with  human  afTaiis,  and  remain  in  the  place  of 
filence  and  forge tfulnef^.. 

II.  Wc 
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1 1.  We  rore  all  like  bears,  and  mourn  fore 
like  doves :  we  look  for  judgment,  but  there 
is  none ;  for  falvation,  but  it  is  far  off  from 
us. 

* 

There  were  many  in  the  Church,  efpecially  at  the 
period  to  which  our  prophet  refers,  who  roared,  and 
made  a  loud  clamorous  noife,  like  bears  when  hurt  or 
wounded,  on  account  of  the  great  afBi£lions  and  for- 
rows  which  they  endured. — We  mourn  fore  like  doves^ 
that  make  a  plaintive,  melancholy  noife,  when  de- 
prived of  their  mates  or  habitations ;  we  bitterly  la- 
ment the  prevalence  of  iniquity,  the  many  evils  that 
we  feel,  and  the  Divine  difpleafure  that  we  have  h>- 
curred  by  our  heinous  tranfgreflions. — We  look  for 
judgment,  but  there  is  none.  We  wait,  with  longing 
expedation,  for  the  interpofition  of  the  Almighty,  to 
extricate  us  from  the  direful  calamities  that  we  fufier, 
and  to  relieve  us  from  the  dread  of  the  miferies  to 
which  we  are  obnoxious  — For  falvation,  from  the 
diftrefles  and  dangers  which  we  have  deprecated,  and 
the  enjoyment  of  the  blelfingswehave  fupplicated. — 
But  it  is  far  from  us.  We  perceive  nofymptomsof 
its  approach,  nor  do  we  fee  how  or  when  it  Ihall  come. 
We  have  difhonoured  our  profeflion,  we  have  re- 
fufed  to  abandon  our  iniquities,  and  to  return  to  the 
Lord,  in  confequence  whereof  we  have  gone  far  from 
falvation,  and  ialvation  hath  departed  from  us. 

12.  For  our  tranfgreflions  are  multiplied 
before  thee,  and  our  fins  teftify  againil  us: 
for  our  tranfgreflions  are  with  us,,  and  as  Jot 
our  iniquities,  we  know  them. 

Having  poured  forth  their  mournful  complaint, 
the  fervants  of  God  engage  in  humble  confeffion  of 
their  fins.  Their  firH  acknowledgment  is  thus  ex« 
prelTed: — For  our  tranfgrejpons  are  multiplied  before 
tbee.  The  variety  of  language  ufed  in  this  verl'e«  in- 
dicates 
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dtcates  finccrity  and  humiKtj  in  thofe  by  whom  it 
was  diftated,  whilft  it  adds  force  and  energy  to  the 
confefiion.  The  number  of  our  tranfgreffions  is  im* 
menfe.  He  only,  who  counts  the  number  of  the  liars, 
can  reckon  them,  for  innumerable  evils  have  com- 
pafled  us  about ;  they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  our 
heads,  therefore  our  hearts  fail  us  *.  All  our  trcf- 
pafles,  whether  open  or  fecret.  have  been  com- 
mitted in  the  prefence,  and  under  the  immediate 
infpedion  of  the  omnifcient  God. — jind  our  Jinx 
^(fi\fy  ^gainjl  usn  They  bear  witnefs  of  our  infi» 
delity  to  God,  to  whofe  fervice  we  are  under  fo- 
lemn  engagements — they  bear  witnefs  of  our  in- 
gratitude to  the  God  of  our  mercies,  who  hath  load** 
ed  us  with  his  benefits — they  atteft  our  forgetfulnefs 
of  the  Rock  of  Salvation,  from  whence  all  our  com- 
forts have  proceeded,  and — thus  they  give  evidence 
that  we  have  forfeited  every  favour  from  the  hand 
of  God.  They  accufe  us  of  perfidy,  ingratitude,  and 
dilbbedience,  whilft  they  evince  our  unworthinefs  of 
the  interpofition  of  heaven  in  our  behalf.— for  tntr 
tranfgreffions  are  wiib  us.  We  have  not  put  away 
from  us  the  evil  of  our  doings,  the  enormous  load  d 
guilt  that  we  have  contradled  is  not  removed,  the 
odious  pollution  whereby  we  have  been  contamin* 
ated  ilill  adheres  to  us,  fo  that  we  are  difqualified  for 
appearing  in  the  Divine  prefence,  and  holding 
communion  with  God  who  is  holy.  Our  vicious 
pradiccs  ftill  continue  to  prevail,  to  damp  our  confi- 
dence in  God,  and  to  give  proof  that  we  have  not  laid 
afide  our  iniquities. — As  for  our  iniquities  ^we  know  tbem. 
We  are  fenfible  that  they  are  not  only  innumerable, 
but  highly  aggravated ;  that  we  have  contemned  the 
authority  of  Jehovah ;  that  we  have  abufed  his  good- 
nefs  ;  made  light  of  his  falvation ;  and  that  we  have 
not  laid  to  heart  the  awful  judgnjents  whereby  he 
hath  manifefted  his  diipleafure  againft  us ;  which 
might  have  (hewn  what  an  evil  and  bitter  thing  it 
is  to  depart  from  the  Lord  our  God. 

13.   ^ 

•Pfal.xLi2. 
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i'^.  In  tranfgreffing  and  lying  againft  the 
Lord,  and  departing  away  from  our  God, 
fpeaking  opprcflion  and  revolt,  conceiving  and 
uttering  from  the  heart  words  of  falffehood. 

The  fervants  of  God  proceed  to  acknowledge,  more 
particularly,  fome  of  thofe  trefpafles  whereby  they 
had  violated  the  authority  and  offended  the  majefty 
of  God.  They  begin  with  mentioning  thofe  by 
which  he  was  mofl  diredlly  diihonoured.  in  traiif. 
greffing  againft  the  Lord,  not  only  through  ignorance 
and  inadvertency,  but  with  fixed  determination  and 
daring  prefumption,  we  have  greatly  provoked  !iim 
to  anger,  /ind  lyng  againfl  the  Jj>rd.  By  mifre- 
preienting  his  charadter,  his  difpenfations,  and  the 
truths  contained  in  his  law  and  gofpel,  and  exhibit- 
ing them  in  a  fa^fe  and  improper  light,  (as  did  Ahab 
and  Zedekiah,  who  fpake  lying  words  in  God's  name, 
which  he  had  not  commanded  them)  he  may  be  pro- 
voked to  pour  out  upon  us  his  fierce  wrath.  This 
atrocious  fin,  which  is  highly* offenfive  to  God,  the 
Church  begins  their  confefflon  by  acknowledging.— 
Aid  departing  away  from  our  ihd.  Indifferent  to 
communion  witn  God,  in  which  our  higheft  happinefs 
confills,  we  have  not  fought  his  favour  with  our  whole 
hearts ;  averfe  to  fubjeftion  to  his  righteous  authority, 
we  have  not  obeyed  his  commands.  Inftead  of  cleav- 
ing to  him  with  purpofe  of  heart,  we  have  forfaken 
the  fountain  of  living  water,  and  hewn  to  ourfelves 
broken  ciftems  tliat  can  hold  no  water;  and, by  ading 
in  this  manner,  we  have  pradically  declared,  that  we 
have  found  a  better  matter  and  a  better  fervice  than 
thofe  from  which  we  deferted. — Speaking  opprejion 
and  revolt. — We  have  not  only  molefted  and  uiltrelt 
ed  thofe  who  were  in  our  power,  by  laying  heavy 
burdens  upon  them,  by  depriving  them  of  their  juft 
rights,  and  by  impofing  unwarrantable  hard(hips  on 
their  confciences.  but  we  have  endeavoured  to  vindi- 

cate 
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cate  and  fupport  thefe  grievous  meafures.  Far  from 
fpeakingof  them  with  regret  and  abhorrence,  as  per- 
nicious and  finful  in  the  extreme,  we  have  talked  of 
them  with  approbation  and  complacency,  as  neceflary 
and  ufeful.— -^nrf  uttering  from  the  heart  words  of foije* 
hood.  We  have  faid  things  inconfiftent  with  truth, 
not  merely  through  ignorance  and  miftake,  but  after 
artful  contrivance,  under  various  pretexts,  we  have 
pubUihed  them  with  a  view  to  deceive.  The  falfe- 
hoods  wet  have  told  were  the  efiedls  of  pride,  and 
paifion,  and  prejudice,  being  devifed  in  our  hearts, 
-  from  whence  proceed  evil  thoughts,  wickedneis,  dc 
ceit,  with  all  thqfe  evils  that  defile  the  man  *• 

14.  And  judgment  is  turned  away  back- 
ward, and  jufticc  ftandeth  afar  off:  for  truth 
is  fallen  in  the  llreet,  and  equity  cannot 
enter.  ^ 

The  upright  fervants  of  God  particularly  fpccify 
fome  things  of  which  they  were  deprived,  that  are  in- 
difpenfably  requifite  to  the  profperity  of  the  Church, 
— Judgment  is  turned  away  backward.  If  1  miftake 
not,  judgment  and  juftice  iignify  fomewhat  different 
here  from  what  they  were  intended  to  denote  in 
verfes  9.  and  1 1.  of  this  chapter.  There  we  confidered 
them  in  reference  to  the  deliverance  expe<3ed  by  the 
people  of  God — here  they  relate  to  the  unhappy 
date  of  the  Church  prior  to  their  liberation  from  the 
evils  whereof  they  complain.  Juft  and  prudent  dc- 
ciii(>ns  were  not  given  in  courts  of  judicature;  and 
when  at  any  time  they  were  pronounced,  they  were 
not  duly  carried  into  execution ;  fo  that  judgment, 
which,  like  a  great  river,  ftiould  have  gone  on  its 
courfe  bearing  down  all  oppofition,  meeting  with 
powerful  obilacles,  left  its  forjner  channel,  and  was 
turned  away  h-eickw^xA.— And  juftice  Jiandeth  afar  off: 
fieing Supplanted  by  deceit  and  Qppre0ion,  it  retired 

from 
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from  that  refpeftful  attention  which  it  ought  to  have 
occupied  in  every  tranfa<9:ion. — For  trtah  is  fallen  in 
thejireet^  by  the  wounds  it  hath  received ;  and  in 
that  degraded  ftate,  deftttute  of  friends  to  fupport  its 
interefts,  it  is  trampled  under  foot  by  thofe  who 
fliould  hftve  defended  and  cherilhed  this  precious  de- 
pofite.— ^iFi^i  equity  cannot  enter.  Standing  excluded 
from  focial  intercourfe,  it  finds  not  admiffi9n  among 
thofe  who  neither  hear  nor  regard  its  voice,  whilQ: 
they  give  favourable  entertainment  to  fraud  and 
injuftice. 

15.  Yea,  truth  faileth,  and  he  that  departeth 
from  evil  maketh  himfelf  a  prey :  and  the 
Lord  faw  iV,  and  it  difpleafed  him  that  there 
was  no  judgment. 

The  falutary  influence  of  truth  became  feeble,  its 
facred  interefts  were  difregardcd,  it  did  not  meet 
with  that  refped  which  it  ought  always  to  have  pre- 
ferved;  and  therefore,  in  a  decayed  ftate,  it  deferted 
the  llation  whicTi  it  occupied  in  time  paft. — And  be 
that  departeth  from  evil^  &c.     Who  feeling  a  juft 
abhorrence  of  all  manner  of  iniquity,  abandons  far- 
ther connection  with  it,  not  as  one  leaves  a  friend  for 
'whom  he  entertains  a  kind  afFedUon,  with  the  in- 
tention   of  again  returning  to  his  embraces,  but 
as  one  goes  from  a  malignant,  dangerous  enemy, 
with  the  fixed  purpofe  of  never  having  farther  in- 
tercourfe   with   him— firmly  determined   to   defifl: 
from  the  pradice  of  eyil — confcientioufly  to  ftrive 
againft  it — and  to  (hun  every  appearance  of  it,  in 
humble  dependence  on  God  for  affiftance  and  fuccefs. 
Now,  in  the  time  when  the  tide   of  iniquity  runs 
high,  a  perfon  of  this  charafter — Maketb  bimfelf  a 
prey,  or,  as  the  Hebrew  words  are  rendered  in  the 
margin  of  fome  bibles,  He  is  accounted  mad^  becaufe 
he  complies  not  with  the  finful  cuftoms  of  tjie  time, 
but  hearkens  more  untoX^od  than  unto  men ;  becaufe ' 

Vol.  IV.  T  t  he 
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he  bears  tefttmony  againft  aboohding  tranfgndffions, 
which  brings  upon  him  the  ragie  and  referitment  of 
the  \¥icked ;  and  becaule,  by  his  illuftrious  .Example, 
Ire  feverely  reproves  the  condaift  of  the  ungodly  and 
profane.  Oh  thefe  accounts  he  becomes  a  prey  to 
the  malevolent  and  the  vicious,  who  condemn  the 
friends  of  religion  for  their  ftrifl^  regard  to  its  pre- 
cepts,  which  is  attributed  to  weaknels,  hypocrify,  and 
enthufiafm. 

AndtbeLordfmvit,^dUdiJpkafedbkn,^iQ:  Je- 
hovahy  whofe  eyes  are  in  every  place,  beholding  the 
evil  and  the  good,  who  fearcheth  the  hearts  and 
trieth  the  reins  of  the  children  of  men^  pardcu- 
Jarly  obfervied  all  the  defedions  of  thc^  Church,  and 
the  fins  that  abounded  among  thepn.  He  faw  that 
their  hearts  were  turned  away  from  him,  that  they 
had  declined  from  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs,  that 
the  crimes  above  mentioned  greatly  abojjndedi  and 
that  his  interpolition  was  indifpenfibly  requifite,  to 
give  an  efieftual  check  to  the  progrefs  of  iniquity, 
and  to  put  them  in(o  the  way  of  falvation.-r^m/i^ 
difpkafed  bim  thai  tpere  was  no  judgment.  This  was 
the  refult  of  the  accurate  fur>'^ey  of  the  circumftapces 
wherein  his  people  now  were.  No  wpnder  that  the 
Mbit  High  was  oj^ended  at  what  he  obrer\'ed  of 
thofe  who  had  been  educated  in  his  Churchy  to  whom 
he  had  given  his  word  and  ordinances,  \yith  man^  %- 
lial  advantages,  who  were  become  Co  wicked  and  pro- 
fane, and  had  egregiouily  violated  his  holy  precepts. 
Having  fallen  into  this  degenerate,  corrupt  ftate,  he 
teftified  his  dread  difpleafure  aigainft  them  by  awful 
diipeniations  of  his  providehce. — rSinners  ihall  no: 
pafs  unnoticed  and  unpunifhed ;  the  righteous  Lord 
will  malfe  them  fee  and  feel  that  it  is  an  evil  and 
bitter  thing  that  they  have  fprfaken  the  Lord  theif 
God,  and  that  bis  fear  is  not  in  them  *. 

*  Jcr,  ii.  1$. 
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16.  If  And  he  faw  that  there  was  no  man, 
and  wondered  that  there  ivas  ho  interceflbr : 
therefore  his  arm  brought  falvatioft  unto  him, 
and  his  righteoufnefs  it  fuftained  him. 

The  JLord  God«  having,  infpeded  the  condition  of 
his  Churchy  and  viewed  the  miferable  circumftances 
to  which  they  were  reduced,  obferved  very  few  who 
zAed'  worthy  of  the  charadler  they  fuftained,  very 
few  that  diftinguinied  the^ifelves  by  the  love  of  truth, 
and  the  pradice.  of  equity ;.  and  who  exefted  their 
influence  to  effect  a  reformation  of  the  evils  that  pre«> 
vailed,  Deftitute,  in  general,  of  courage,  adlivity, 
and  Zjsal,  they  endeavoured  not  to  ftcm  the  torrent  o^ 
corruptioQ,  which  threatened  deVaftatioo  and  ruin.— « 
jind  wondered  that  there  was  no  intercejfor.  In  con* 
defcenfion  to  human  weakneis,  and  to  aiiift:  ou^  feeble 
appreheniionsy  the  difpofitions  and  afiedioos  that  pro* 
perly  belong  to  mankind  are  fometimes  attributed 
to  Jehovah,  of  which  a  remarkable  inftance  occurs  ia 
the  words  now  read.  The  circumilance  here  men- 
tioned ^prds  juft  caufe  of  aftonilhmeat ;  and  had  fur* 
prize  been  confiftent  with  the  confummate  perfect 
lion  of  the  Divine  nature,  it  would  have  been  ex- 
cited on  this  occafion.  How  truly  wonderful  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  among  the  many  who  profefled  to  be  the 
fervanta  of  God,  in  a  time  of  general  defeftion,  there 
were  hardly  ^ny  poflefled  of  fortitude  and  abilities, 
who  bqldly  ftood  forth  the  champions  of  truth  and 
righteoufnefs,  to  pppofe  the  enqfpachments  made  by, 
the  tide  of  iniquity!  The  blei&d  God,  beholding 
this  afie^^g  fcene^  fees  none  arifing  to  fupport  the 
intereftspfjhis  afflided  people,  at  leaft  comparatively 
very  few  with  what  might  have  been  expeifled.  Only 
a  fmall  number,  who  were  diftrefled  and  alarmed 
by  the  prevalence  of  iniquity,  made  the  abqve  con- 
feffldns;  interceded  for  the  Church,  appeared  m  'be- 
haJf  6f  thbfe  >Who  became  k  pffey ,  pteadeU  the  caufe 
o^  trnih  and  holinefs,  and  wreflled  with  God  to  avert 

his 
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liis  juft  difpleafure.-r-Ijn  thr»  forlorn  Ossitt^  when  defti- 
tote  of  human  aid,  the  Lord  God  was  gracioully 
phafed  to  interpofe  for  their  defiverance. 

^erefore  bis  own  arm  brought  Jalvatton^  8tc.  ^^ 
the  arm  of  Jehovah  rs  meant  his  omnipotence,  where- 
by he  refcues  his  peculiar  people  froqi  impending  ca- 
lamities, and  executes  righteous  vengeance  on  their 
enemies.  This,  almighty  power  of  Jehovah  wrought 
deliverance  for  his  Church,  by  extricating  them  from 
the  temporal  diftrefFes  under  which  they  groaned,  and 
by  removing  the  fpiritual  evils  which  they  lamented. 
To  acComplifli  this  great  work,  he  was  to  raifc  up 
from  among  his  people  fome  illuftrious  men,  pofllefled 
of  magnanimity  and  other  eminent  virtues,  who,  like 
Gideon  and  his  companions,  were  to  overthrow  the 
enemies  of  the  Church,  who  were  unexpededly  to 
effeA  deliverance  for  the  oppreffed,  to  defeat  the 
connfels  of  their  adverfarics,  and  to  fruftrate  their 
machinations  and  efforts.  He  was  to  raife  up  per- 
ibns  diftinguifhed  for  graces  and  abilities,  who  were 
to  bfe  inftrumental  in  refcuing  his  people  from  the 
contaminating  influence  and  thraldom  of  iniquity, 
of  bringing  them  into  glorious  liberty,  and  the  en- 
joyment of  the  mod  valuable  privileges.—^//  hu 
figbteoufnefs  it  fu/lained  bm.  -His  facred  regard  to 
equity  in  his  adminiftration,  and  to  fidelity  in  the  fuU 
filment  of  his  promifes,  united  with  folicitude  for  vin- 
dicating liis  own  honour,  the  rights  of  his  injured 
heritage,  and  for  infliding  merited  vengeance  on 
their  opprefl^rs. — Theft  things,  <:ombined  with 
others  or  a  fimilar  nature,  fuch  as  juft  indignation  and 
defire  of  boing  avenged  on  thole  who  oppofed  and 
flfflidied  them  in  whom  he  is  deeply  interefted,  up- 
held and  induced  him  to  perform  the  work  in  which 
he  was*  engaged. 

.    17,  For  he  put  on  righteoufnefs  as  a  breaft- 

plate^  jWfl..aa  helmet  of  fahration  upon  his 

.,;;...  head; 
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head ;  and  he  put  on  the  garments  of  ven-^ 
geancey^r  clothing,  and'  was  qlad  with  zeal  as 
a  cloke. 

« 

Jehovah  is  betutifully  defcribed,  going  forth  to  ex« 
ecute  his  intended  enterprize  as  a  might/  hero^ 
clothed  with  armour  fuitcd  to  the  occafion.  .  The 
Sonof  the  Higheft,  the  King  and  Head  of  th^  Churqh]| 
the  Lord  of  lords—T^nT  on  right eoufnefi  at  a  br^q/tp^, 
plate.  He  aflumed  the  exercife  of  that  right  whicli 
appertained  to  him,  of  vindicating  his  Church  frorri 
the  hands  of  their  enemies,  of  rendering  them  vido^, 
rioUs  over  their  opprefibrs,  and  of  reftoring  them  to 
liberty  and  tranquillity.  Righteoufnefs  peculiarly 
belongeth  to  him,  his  heart  is  fet  on  advancing 
its  interefts;  it  is  not  more  confpicuous  in  the 
equity  of  his  laws,  than  in  the  difpenfations  of  his 
providence,  whereby  he  repays  fury  to  his  adverfa-. 
ries,  and  exalts  his  upright  fervants  to  happinefs  and 
comfort.  This  righteoufnefs  he  is  faid .  to  have  put 
on,  fo  as  openly  to  Ihew  that  it  belonged  to  him,  and 
that  every  hollile  weapon  directed  againft  him  and 
thofe  he  was  going  to  avenge,  fhould  rebound  on 
themfelves  with  irrefiftible  force*— The  breaft-platc 
was  a  piece  of  defeniive  armour,  anciently  worn  by 
warriors  to  proteft  that  part  of  the  body  wherein  the 
vitals  are  contained  from  being  hurt ;  and  having 
their  breads  thus  fecyred,  they  attacked  their  adver- 
faries  with  boldnefs  and  intrepidity.  Furnilhed  with 
righteoufnefs  for  a  coverings  the  moft  Mighty  went 
forth  with  invincible  courage  to  attack  bis  enemies, 
well  knowing  that  all  their  eflforts  were  incapable  of 
wounding  him,  or  of  preventing  him  from  obtaining  the 
vidory. — And  an  helmet  offalvation  on  bis  bead.  The 
helmet,  made  of  a  plate  of  brafs  or  hard  metal,  Avas 
intended  to  (over  the  head  in  battle,  and  to  defend 
it  from  the  danger  to  which  it  might  be  expofed  in 
the  conteft.  In  alluHon  to  this  well-known,  piece  of 
armour,  the  Son  of  God  is  reprefeoted  having  on  a  hel- 

met 
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siet  of  ia^V9tf0Ht  becaufe  it  aSbrc^s  hiiki  gcrfed  fscu- 
lity  from  all  the  ipCults  tliat  are  aimed  at  l)im  1)7  his 
foes,  and  prclerves  him  ia  complete  fafety  when  con- 
tending for  conqueft  with  thofe  that  rife  up  againil 
him.  , 

Tp  this  verfe  the  apoftle  Paul  proUably  alludes,  in 
the  Conclufion  of  his  letter  t6  the  faithful  in  Ctrift 
Jefos  at.  Ephefus,  where  He  Idirefts  them  to  put  on 
fbe^l^dle  armburof  G63*  He  particular/ mentions 
the  brfea(l>blate  of  righteouTiiefs,  chapter  vi.  Vet.  14, 

and  the  helmrt  Of  falvation,  ver.  17 In  thefe  re- 

fpeds,  Chrilliansihould.be  conformed  tfo  their  iMvine 
mailer,  and  they  ought  to  be  furniflied  with  thfc  fame 
dnnpur,  iii  their  fpintual  warfare,  that  he  ufed  in 
yanquifliing  their  enemies.  Arm  yoiirielyes  likein^fe 
with  the  fame  mind  that  was  in  Chriftjfefus,  and 
$uay  in  all  things  to  walk  even  as  he  walKed.  The 
bufinefs  of  a  Chriftian;  yea,  the  very  thing  tiikt 
<;enllitutes  a  CbriHian,  is  conformity  to  his  tjori  and 
Saviour. 

.  jind  h^  pift  on  the  garments  (^vengeance  for  chtbmg. 
The  expreflion  may  refer  to  the  under  garment,  that 
was  anciently  worn  by  fotne  eallem  natioTis  beloW 
their  coat  or  cloak.  The  garments  of  vetigeance  may 
denote  the  fword^  the  bow,  and  the  ifp^r^  ^ith  the 
ptheir  ihftruments  that  were  to  be  eniplc^ed  in  exc- 
ciiting  awfiil  vengeance  on  his  pe^ecuting  foes,  and 
in  Ihewing  bimfelf  flrpng  in  behalf  6f  tHfcie  whp  trull 
in  his  name'.  Thefe  he  put  on  wheh  lie  iletermiined 
immediately  to  avenge  the  wrongs  done  to  bimielf 
and  his  Church,  and  ihewed  hinnfelf  openly  the  re* 
drefler  of  their  grievances,  the  afflbrter  tt  their  liber- 
ties, and  difcovered  his  fixed  purpole  to  difplsiy  his 
glory  in  punilhing  the  injuries  dode  to  his  people;— 
^ndw4sf:ladkiHtb7^aldsacloak:  'Ze^Hs.not prbp«rly 
a  detached  principle,  but  it  is  a  mi^ed  amdioit/d^m- 
^ined  of  Ipye  ajnd.dirpIeafure,Tnanifellea  by  "Wjpmnjs 
exertions  to  advance  the  welfare  csf  the  belbyW  ob* 
jeflt,  and','  by  every  proper  expedient,*to  ext>refs  dif- 
pleafiirc  againil  thole  who  have  injured  the  pcrfons 
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in  wboie  faappmefs  h  is  interefted.  .  Properly  fpeaiung, 
it  is  not  a  fiogle  paffion^  but  an  eflential  ingredient, 
necefiaiy:  to  the  lively  exercife  of  every  other  affedHon. 
When  attributed  to  Jehovah,  it  denotes  his  tender 
regard  for  the  interefts  of  his  kingdom  and  glory,  and 
his  juft  indignation  at  every  tfaihig.  thatt>ppofes  their 
eftablilhment  and  profperity.— -With  tliis  zeal  he  was 
clad  as  with  a  cloak,  worn  by  the  warriors  of  ancient 
times.  The  words  niay  import,  that  die  Lord  God 
would  publicly  demonfbate,  by  his  interpofition  in 
favour  of  his  fervants,  that  he  was  truly  folicitous  to 
promote  their  fafety  and  happinefs;  and,  by  the  exe- 
cution of  righteous  vengeance  upon  their  enemies, 
that  he  wo^  not  permit  thofe  who  difturbed  the 
peace  of  his  Church  to  remain  unpiinifhed.— Such 
was  foretold  to  be  the  auguft  appearance  of  Jehovah; 
when  difpleafed  with  the  prevalence  of  iniquity 
among  his  people,  he  was  to  go  forth  in  his  glory  and 
majefty  to  repay  the  infolence  and  dppofition  of  their 
oppreflbrs. 

• 

18^.  According  to  their  deeds,  accordingly 
he  will  repay,  furv  to  his  adverfaries,  recoih- 
penfe  to  his  enenues^  to  the  iiSands  h^  will  re- 
pay recompenfe. 

The  defign  of  Jehovah,  in  exhibiting  the  above« 
mentioned  magnincence,  is,  that  he  may  inflid  juft 
punifliment  on  bis  adverfaries,  who  have  aded  in 
hoftility  againft  him,  violated  his  laws,  oppofedhis 
intereft,  and  perfecuted  his  people — Who,  in  open 
denance  of  his  power  and  grace,  ob(fihately  xefufe 
to  fttbmit  to  his  authority,  and  practically  fay,  *  Who 
*  is  the  Lord,  that  w^  Ihould  obey  him-*  To  tfhofe 
who  in  this  manner  Ihew  themfelves  inimical  to  his 
government  and  glory,  and  the  good  of  his  Church, 
efpedally  to  thofe  of  this  defcription  who  dwell  in  the 
iHands  of  tbefea,  Jehovah  declares,  fll?  wUl  repay  Jury 
&c.   Though  God  may  bear  long  with  the  evil  man^ 

ners 
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ners  of  fach  people,  and  not  execute  fentence  fpeedily 
againft  their  evil  works,  when  the  time  of  retribation 
arrives  they  fhall  certainly  receive  the  jaft  reward  of 
their  deeds.  The  righteous  Lord  will  exadly  requite 
their  former  condud;.  No'  contrivance  of  art,  no 
exertions  of  power,  no  combinations  of  interefts,  (hall 
be  able  to  refift  his  omnipotent  arm,  which  ihall  fruf- 
trate  all  their  enterprizes,  and  fiiall  execute  deferved 
vengeance,  proportioned  to  the  crimes  they  have 
committed.  Leller  judgments,  infliAed  in  anger, 
vnrath,  ahd  indignation,  having  proved  ineSedual  tor 
bringing  them  to:  repentance  and  reformation,  ttiey 
perfifted  in  defpiiing  the  fervants  and  ordinances  of 
of  God,  in  corruption  and  oppreiBon,  the  Almighty 
gives  explicit  aflurance  that  he  will  vifit  them  in  fury 
and  tile  fiercenefs  of  his  wrath.  This  recompenfe 
ihall  be  conduded  according  to  the  ftrideft  equity, 
fo  that  none  (hall  have  caufe  of  complaint. .  God, 
who  knows  perfeflly  the  nature  and  demerit  of  crimes, 
will  adjuit  his  judgments  to  the  guilt  contra^ed,  fo 
that  men  (hall  be  conflrained  to  acknowledge,  *  As 
'  the  Lord  of  hc^s  thought  to  do  unto  us,  according 

*  to  oAir  ways  and  according  to  our  doings,  fo  bath  he 

*  dealt  with  us  ♦.* — Would  to  God,  my  friends,  that 
you  would  ferioufly  lay  to  heart  the  folemn  truth 
we  have  been  confidering,  and  habitually  remember 
that  God,  the  righteous  Judge,  will  render  to  every 
one  according  to  their  works.  If  any  of  you  imagine 
that  this  threatening,  (hall  not  be  verified,  1  requeft 
your  attenuon  to  the  awful  words  of  God,  recorded 
£zek;  xxiv.  14.     '1  the  Lord  have  fpoken,  it  (hall 

*  come  to  pafs,  and  I  will  do  it,  and  1  will  not  go  back, 

*  neither  will  I  fpare,  neither  will  I  repent;  af:cording 

*  to  thy  ways  and  according  to  thy  doings  (hall  they 
'  judge  thee,  faith  the  Lord  Gpd.' 
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19.  So  fhall  they  fear  the  name  of  the. 
Lord  from  the  weft,  and  his  glory  from  the. 
rifing  of  the  fun :  when  the  enemy  (hall  come  • 
in  like  a  flood,  the  fpirk  of  the  Lord  ihall  life 
up  a  (landard  againd  him* 

The  merciful  interpofition  of  Jehovah  in  behalf  of 
his  Church,  and  the  dreadful  vengeance  inflided 
on  his  enemies,  Aiall  be  followed  with  remarkable 
difplays  of  his  power  and  prefence.— -The  namt; 
which  a  perlbn  bears,  is  the  defignation  whereby  he 
is  known  and  diftinguilhed,  or  the  reputation  he ' 
hath  acquired  by  fome  celebrated  actions.  The 
name  and  glory  of  the  Lord  may  denote  the  perfec* 
tions  eilential  to  his  nature,  whereby  he  is  highly 
exalted  ; .  the  admirable  manifeftations  he  bath  given 
of  his  infinite  excellencies,  in  the  operations  of 
providence  and  grace,  whereby  people  are  induced 
to  revere  and  adore  him  who  alone  doth  Wondrous^ 
works.«— This  blelled  name  men  (hall  fear;  they 
ihall  be  happily  difpofed  to  entertain  a  holy,  reve- 
rential awe  of  the  majefty  and  glory  of  Jehovah^  his 
attributes,  and  difpenfations.  From  filial  reverence 
and  profound  refpedl,  they  (hall  yield  to  him  the 
facred  veneration  and  homage  which  is  for  ever  due 
to  the  Moft  High  over  all  the  earth,  and  which  con- 
ftitutes  a  chief  ingredient  in  the  worihip  he  demands. 
In  few  words,  this  fear  of  the  Lord,  which  he  himfelf 
puts  into  the  heart,  arifes  from  an  awful  fenfe  of  his' 
prefence  and  glory,  and  lively  views  of  his  infinite 
grandeur.  It  renders  perfons  folicitous  to  acquire 
the  knowledge  of  his  will ;  it  excites  to  vigilant  cir- 
cumfpedion,  to  careful  avoidance  of  whatever  might 
offend  him,  and  puts  into  a  proper  temper  to  wait 
upon  God  for  the  accompliihment  of  his  promifes,  in 
the  faithful  performance  of  tr.e  duties  he  hath  re- 
quired» — The  benign  influence  of  this  fear  of  the 
Lord  is  foretold  to  extend 
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From  the  wejl,  anifrom  the  rifin^  (^,tb^  fan^  and  to 
readh  the  oppo(it(f  points  of  heaven.  This  proniife^ 
does  not  give  encouragement  to  e^ped.  that  every 
individual  in  the  wcftem  and  eaflern  regt6ns  ihcul 
pofiefe  this  gracious  difpofitioni  lot  there  never  hiith 
been,  and  probably  th^re  never  (ball  be,  a  period 
wherein  the  fear  of  God  will  fo  univerfally  prevail  in 
^very  kingdom  of  the  world»  that  fome  wfll  not  re- 
main deftitute  of  it.,  The  predidiou,.!  fuppofe^  only 
means,  that  at  the  time  whereof  the  prophet  ipeaks, 
a  large  number  of  converts  was  to  be  made  to  the 
Church  of  God  from  among  the  inhabitants  both  of 
it  he  weftern  and  eaftern  parts  of  the  earth.  Even  ia 
this  limited  fenfe  of  the  words,  how  noble,  how  plea- 
fant  a  profpe^  is  opened  to  view — all  the  ends  of 
the  earth  remembering  and  turning  to  the  Lord,  and 
all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations  worfhipping  before 
him ! — Do  you  a(k,  as  the  difciple$  did  of  their  Maf- 
ter,  When  ihall  thefe  things  be  ?  \  anfwer  in  his 
words  •»  *  It  is  not  for  you  to  know  th^  times  and 
'  tbe  feafons,  which  (he  Father  hath  put  m  his  own 
*  powet.^  It  is  enough  to  be  aflUred  that  they  ihall 
be  ful^Ued  in  their  (eaibn,  to  which  we  (hould  look 
forward  ^ith  faithj  and  hope»  and  joy. 

When  the  enemy  /ball  come  m  Uke  a  Jho4-  "I^he 
Church  of  God  hath  had  enemies  in  all  ages.  Under 
the  former  difpenfation,  the  Egyptians  and  Aflyrians^ 
with  many  other  nations^  were  iniqp^al  to  their  li« 
berty  and  profperity ;  and  under  the  new  ceconomy 
of  grace,  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth,  who  moleft  and 
iiiftucb  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  thek  facred  immu' 
nities,  are  advede  to  their  peace  and  felicity.  The 
period  fixed  for  the  Divine  iiiterpofitioo  is,  when  the 
foe  comes  in  like  a  flood  or  mighty  torrent,  that  hath 
an  alarming  afped,  threatens  to  inundate  the  whole 
land,  and  to  fpread  terror  and  defotatioa  wherever  it 
reaches.  At  the  time  of  apprehended  general  idfl" 
cer,  when  infidelity  and  errcMr,  immorality  and  pro- 
ranity,  threaten  the  faFety  of  the  Church— Ti^jj^iri 
of  the  JLordJball  lift  up  a  Jiandard  againjl  him.    A 

*  -'  ftatidard 
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ftandard  or  enfign,  which  commonly  bears  fbrxie  re^ 
prefentation  or  infcription,  being  ere^ed  in  a  con^ 
fpicuous  place  on  the  appearance  of  danger,  tntimater 
tofoldiers,  that  thej  ought  to  refort  to  their  proper  fta«' 
tlon,  in  order  to  make  a  vigorous  defence  againft  the 
encroachments  of  the  enemy.  In  reference  to  thif 
pradice,  it  is  foretold,  that  the  Spirit  of  Jehotah,  by 
his  mighty  influence,  (hall  draw  together  to  theHan-^ 
dard  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  as  a  centre  of  utiitj,  many 
eminent  men,  diftinguiihed  for  their  magnaflimity 
and  firm  attachment  to  the  dodrines  of  the  goTpe V 
who,  by  difplaying  the  love  of  God,  and  preactung 
Chrift  crucified,  (hall,  through  the  affiftance  of  their 
Dmne  Matter,  put  tbeir  enemies  to  flighty  as  the 
Wot ds  are  rendered  ia  the  margin  of  fome  bibles«-"t-^' 
V^rifyr  O  Lord,  we  befeech  theei,  thy  faitbfiil  word^ 
and  do  as  thou  haft  faid«  When  the  eaemy  of  thy 
glory  eomes  in  with  impetuofity,  as  if  lie  would  de^i 
prite  thy  people  of  their  moil  valuable  pofleflions^ 
grant  a  banner  to  them  that  fitar  thee,  that  it  may 
be  difplayed  becaufe  of  troth  ;  that  tbybeloved  may 
be  deliveicd,  fave  wkfa  thy  right  hand^  and  liear 
me*. 

20.  f  And  the  Rtdcemet  Ihali  *:ame  tor 
^ioii,  and  unto  them  that  turn  frpnti  tranf- 
gremon  iix  Jacob^^  iaith  the  Lgrd^ 

The  fulfilment  of  the  above  prediAton  (hall  b^at** 
tended  with  the  joyful  poufequence  bens  defcribed* 
Tbe^  Son  of  God  is  doubtlefs  the  perfon  int^nd^,  to 
whom  the  defignatioa  of  Redeemer  is  given,  mt,\k 
great  propriety,  in  the  Scriptures  both  of  <h$  Old  and 
New.  Teftaments.  He  only  is  qualified  to  accoi^^ 
pH(b  the  fcdemption  of  tranfgrcflbrs*  To  refcue  us 
from  thraTdom,  be  laid  down  bis  life  a  raufom }  and 
that  be  may  a^ually  deliver  his  people  from  fpicitual 
bondage,  .mi  recover  them  to  liberty  and  the  pof- 

fclfion 
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feffion  of  their  irightfal  owner*  he  exerts  his  qtnnipo- 
tence.-  TMs  glorious  perfort— (hall  come  to  Zion, 
"which  is  the  name  frequently  given  to  the  Church, 
wherein  Jehovah  is  WDc(hippecl,  and  efpecially  re- 
fides,  and  from  whence  is  enjoyed  the  moft  delightful 
profpe<^s.  it  is  evident,  from  the  connexion  in 
which  this  predidion  (lands,  that  what  is  here  fore« 
told  does  not  relate  to  the  manifeQation  of  the  Son 
of  God  in  the  ileih«  when  he  obtained  eternal  re- 
demption for  his  people.  It  hath  fpecial  refpedto 
what  he  will  do  for  the  benefit  of  his  Church  in  latter 
timeSv  by  the  interpofittori  of  his  providence  and 
grace.  The  apolUe  Paul,  writing  to  the  faints  at 
Rome,  quotes  the  words  of  our  prophet  with  fome 
variation  *.  Ifaiah  declares,  that  thie  Redeemer 
fliall  come  to  Zion  ;  the  apoflle  faith,  there  (hall  come 
out  of  Zion  the  deliverer.  The  feeming  diflference  is 
eafily  reconciled.  The  Hebrew  fervile  letter  here 
ufed,  fometimes  figiiifies  /a,  as*  it  is  rendered  in  the 
prophefy  before  us,  and  ibinetimes/ro»i,  otouttf^^^ 
tranflatcd  in  the  epifUe  referred  to.  The  Redeemer 
fiiall  come  from  the  heavenly  Zion  to  the  Zion  of  his 
Church  on  earth,  to  execute  his  gracious  purpofes. 
There  is  a  pcrie^  agreement  between  the  prophet 
and  the  apoftie,  who  gives  the  true  meaning  of  the 
words  under  confideratiun..  At  the  time  to  which 
this  predidlion'  looks  forward,  the  Redeemer  (hall 
remarkably  appear,  to  effeft  two  grk'cious  parpofes. 
He  (hall  come  for  the  deliverance  and  comfort  of 
thofe  that  forfake  their  fins  among  the  pofterity  of 
Jacob,  who  are  the  peculiar  objeds  of  his  kindnefs 
and  care.  He  (liallcome  alfo  for  the converiion of 
many  in  Ifrael,  that  he  may  turn  ungodlinefs  firom 
them,  and  bring  them  to  repentance  for  the  atrocious 
fins,  the  uiigodly  deeds  they  have  committed.  In 
confequence  whereof  bis  praifes  (ball  be  celebrated 
with  pleafurc  and  gratitude,  in  the  language  dic- 
tated by  the  royal  Poet :  '  Lord,  thou  hall  been  fa- 
•  vourable  to  thy  land,  thou  haft  brought  back  the 

•  captivity 
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•  captivity  of  Jacob,  thou  haft  forgiven  the  iniquity 

*  of  thy  people,  thou  haft  covered  aU  their  (ins  *.' 

21.  As  for  me,  this  is  my  covenant  with 
them,  faith  the  Lord,  My  fpirit  that  is 
upon  thee,  and  my  words  which  I  have  put  in 
thy  mouth,  fhall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth, 
nor  out  of  the  rnouth  of  thy  feed,  nor  out  of 
the  mouth  of  thy  feed's  leed,  faith  the  Lord, 
from  henceforth  and  for  even 

*  «  • 

The  prediction  concludes  with  this  memorable 
teftimony  of  the  great  love  that  Jehovah  bears  to  his 
Church,  compofed  of  Jews  and  Gentiles.  He  givet 
the  reviving  afiurance,  that  they  ftiall  never'  be  de- 
prived of  the  precious  treafoie  of  his  word,  nor  of 
his  Spirit,  to  iilunrinate,  fandify,  and  comfort  them, 
and  to  givef  them  the  right  underftanding  of  the  doc* 
trines  concerning  Salvation — and  that  thefe  impor^ 
tant  benefits  (hall  be  continued  with  them  until  the 
end  of  time.— Wj-yor  me^faitb  the  Lord.  Thcfe  words 
introduce  to  particular  notice  the  precious  proniifes 
contained  in  this  verfe.  The  expreflion  intimates  that 
they  proceed  from  God,  who  is  faithful;  that  tlieir 
certain  accompliihment  may  be  expelled;  and  that 
when  the  ftate  of  the  Church  requires  the  interpoii-> 
tion  of  his  providence  and  grace,  to  maintain  what 
he  hath  wrought  for  them,  they  ftiail  uniformly  and 
conftantly  be  verified — Ibis  is  my  covenant  with  tbem^ 
fahb  the  Lord.  1  his  is  one  important  arti<!le,  contained 
in  the  teftamentary  deed,  that  ftiall  never  be  inva* 
lidated,  which  J  have  ratified  and  confirmed  in  the 
mbft  folemn  manner,  and  given  to  my  people,  as  the 
fure  ground  of  their  hope  and  confidence.  This  is 
the  facred  obUgation  into  which  1  have  entered  witli 
them  who  turn  from  tranfgreflion  in  Jacob ;  my  irre- 
vocable faithful  promiie,  founded  on  the  immutability 
0f  my  nature,  and  my  irreverfible  purpofe  ;  and  infe- 

parably 
*  Fial.  IxxXT.  i>  a. 
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parablj  conneAed  with  my  graciaoi  defigns  towud 
the  houft  of  IfraeL^nSMift  ^Ar  Lord^  tl)e  ^Imigbtf 
God,  for  whom  all  things  are  poffible,  the  faithful 
Qodt  whofe  y^r^city  i$  u^^changeal^le  aii4  everlafting. 
This  1$  the  promiU  i  oblige  ipyfelf  to  porform.  Uui 
i$  the  benefit  I  folemnly  engage  to  tjeftpw. 

Mj^  Spirit  tb^t  is  ufon  tbee,  bf-c.  A?  a  fpiiit  of  power, 
pf  love,  and  of  a  founcl  mind,  as  a  f^irit  of  grace  and 
fuppHeation,  being  gly^n  to  inftru6l,  fandify,  and 
qomfort  tkee^  is  the  chief  bleffing  eontamad  id  my 
covenant.  All  fpicitual  H&  aod  lights  ftrengdi  and 
confolation,  with  every  gift  and  grace  in  their  various 
viet^cea.  precced  from  him.  On  him  dependi^  the 
f (Bcacy  ci  facrsd  lAftitutions,  aiui  the  dblinguiflied 
«bH»^iefi  whereby  the  edification  alid  pcefinrv^rtion  of 
the  Cbuich  is  effe^d,  with  ^vcry  thing  truly  excels 
lent  efijoyed  by  them  that  fear  oay  name.  All  thefe 
thiagi  are  wroughit  by  the  f^me  Spirit,  who  abides 
with  thee,  wd  diftribateth  to  every  oae  -•  feveraUy  at 
be  mll-^j^id  my  wards  wbiebl  haw  put  mtbynnvA^ 
levealed  in  the  holy  ScriptoreSt  as  the  fbttadadoii  of 
fattb  and  the  rule  of  condii^  the  foarce-Qf  comfort^ 
tod  the  charter  of  eternal  mheritaooo^^^Thelc  words 
efpeoiaUy,  which  refpeS  the  glory  of  the'Kedecmei's 
perfon,  his  official  eharofber,  bia  illuArioua  aAioiis,  hii 
complicated  fofferingSi  bis  atonement  and  fubfequent 
exftltation---^thefe  wtJi^ds  wfakb  Keprefent  the  itelationf 
wherein  he  isconfiedled  with  thee,  amihis  confumoKits 
abiity  to  fiipiply  thy  wants ;  the  neceffity  of  being 
tfxterefled  in  him^  and  brought  into  the  way  of  fkhra* 
tioa^  that  yba  may  have  your  hearts  and  Ihres  rcgo* 
lated  by  liis  authority,  and  adt  towaMi  faioi  and  fot 
his  honottiy  fo  as  to  be  accepted  and  truly  bkfied. 
Thefe  n^y  words  I  have  put  ioto  thy  mouth,  aiMi  qm^ 
manded  thee  to  have  ttM^m  in  thine  heart,  to  '  teach 

*  them  diligently  unto  thy  children,  and  to  talk  of 
'  them  when  thou  fitteft  in  thine  houfe,  and  when 
^  thou  walked  by  the  way,  when  thou  lyeft  down,  and 

•  when  thou  rife  A  up  ♦.* 

,  '  Sbatt 

•  Dent.  Ti.  6^  y# 
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Shall  fioi  depart  outoftby  mouth,  &g.  My  word  of 
falvation,  which  ihews  the  connedioo  between  fin 
and  mifefj,  between  grace  smd  duty,  betWe^  faith 
and  holinefs,  between  obedience  and  happinefs,  (hall 
not  ceafe  to  be  the  pleating  fubjedt  of  inveftig^tioa 
and  difcourfein  every  age  of  the  world.  It  (hall  have 
perpetual  re(idehce  in  the  Churchy  throughout  all 
generations;  and,  attended  with  the  difpenfation  of 
the  Spirit,  (hall  continue  With  my  fervants  and  their 
pofterity  without  interruption,  and  without  end,  faith 
the  Lord,  ^m  henceforth  and  for  ever. — ^Joyful 
thought !  amid  all  the  changes  and  revolutions  chat 
happen  on  this  earthy  the  omnipotent,  faithful  Jehovah 
hath  given  explicit  a(rurance,  that  his  people  (hall 
have  his  Spirit  and  his  word  to  abide  with  them  unto 
the  end  of  the  world,  in  this  confidence,  let  us  ear* 
neftly  pray  that  the  Spirit  may  be  given  to  illumine 
our  Hiinds  to  underftand  the  Scriptures ;  to  open  our 
hearts  to  receive  them;  to  keep  us  under  their  com* 
manding  power ;  and  to  difclofe  to  us  thofe  facred 
fburces  of  delight  and  joy,  whereby  we  rtiay  be  re- 
frefhed  in  pur  journey  toward  the  inheritance  of  the 
faints  in  light.  Let  us  diligently  ftudy  the  word 
of  God,  the  ble(nrd  appointed  mean  of  fandifying  and 
comforting  his  people,  and  often  meditate  on  the 
fublime  fubjeds  it  contains,  which  tend  to  improve^ 
to  enlighten,  to  elevate,  and  confole  the  minds  of 
tho(e  who  delight  in  hi^  commandments*  And  now» 
O  Lord  God,  the  word  which  thou  hall  fpoken,  efta- 
biiih  it  for  ever ;  and  do  as  thou  haft  faidn  and  let  all 
the  people  fay,  Amen. 


PR  ELI- 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 


IN  the  laft  fefiion  oF this  long  prophetical  difcourfc, 
contained  ih  the  chapter  before  us,  Ifaiah,  favour- 
ed by  the  Spirit  of  Jehovah  with  a  clear  view  of  the 
future  felicity  and  glory  of  the  Church  of  God,  fats 
forth,  in  very  fablime  language,  the  great  enlarge- 
ment and  flourifhing  (late  to  which  they  were  to  be 
advanced.  This  noble  fubjeA  is  exhibited  in  the 
mod  fplendid  colours,  under  a  variety  of  beautiful 
images,  which  convey  magnificent  ideas  of  the  glories 
to  which  the  people  of  God  fliall  be  elevated  when 
the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  fhall  come  in,  when  the 
Jews  fliall  be  gathered  from  their  difperfions,  and  all 
the  nations  of  the  world  (hall  become  the  kingdoms 
of  our  Lord  and  his  Chrift.  With  this  joyful  profpcd 
fully  in  his  view,  our  prophet,  perceiving  the  happy 
period  approa^ching,  announces  the  welcome  tidings 
that  the  day  of  deliverance  had  already  dawned,  and 
calls  upon  the  Church,  fitting  in  the  obicurity  of  a 
dark  and  tedious  night,  to  arife,  for  the  objed  of  their 
expectation  was  drawing  near,  urging  to  immediate 
compliance  by  fome  powerful  incitements,  ver.  i,  2,^ 

and  3. He  then  requires  their  attention  to  the 

immenfe  number  of  converts  who  were  to  join  them, 
with  all  their  wealth  and  influence,  that  they  might 
participate  in  the  privileges  and  felicity  wherewith  they 
were  blefled,  ver.  4—^9.-^ — After  which  he  teaches, 
that  the  princes  and  great  men  of  the'  earth  were'td 
come  into  their  tellowihip,  and  to  bring  with  them 
their  glory  and  honour,  with  whatever  might  prove 
fubfervient  to  promote  the  interefts  of  the  city  of  the 
living  God,  and  to  adorn  his  habitation  ver.  10,  ii. 

Having  foretold  the  certain  overthrow  of  thofc 

who/dfflid  and  oppofe  his  fervants,  in  ver.  12th,  he 
defcribes,  in  fublime  terms,  the  happy  change  that 
.(hould  tfike  place  in  the  condition  of  the  C^hurch  that 

bad 
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had  been  long  in  affiding  circumftances,  and  aflaTe$ 
them,  that  perlbns  in  the  moil  eminent  ftations  were 
to  proted  and  cheri(h  them — ^that  the  bed  men  were 
to  prefide  among  them-**that  they  were  to  be  fee  u  re 
from  calamity  and  violence — that  they  were  con- 
ftantly  to  enjoy  the  light  with  which  they  were  fisu 
voured,  and — that  their  citizens,  diftinguilhed  for 
uprightnefs,  were  to  receive  a  large  iocreale  of  their 
namber«  ver*  14.  to  the  end. 


^ 
\ 


CHAP.    LX. 

ARISE,  ihine,  for  thy  light  is  come,  und 
the  glory   of  the  Lord  is  rifen  upon 
thee. 

Our  prophet,  in  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  who 
wasezpeded  by  the  iflands,  who,  in  ver.  i6th,  is  men* 
doned  as  the  Savbur,  the  Redeemer,  the  Mighty 
One  of  Jacob,  dire^  bis  difcourfe  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  the  Lord,  the  new  Jerufalem,  the  Zion 
of  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  whofe  walls  ftrangers  were 
to  buildt  and  whofe  gates  were  to  be  always  open« 
Ading  in  the  charader  of  a  vigilant  watchman,  he 
fuddenly  calb  upon  them  to  airye.  Having  fallen  by 
thine  iniqmty  into  a  ftate  of  degeneracy  and  cormp« 
tion,  of  injfeniibility  and  fecurity,  wherein  thy  fpirit^ 
ual  fenfes  have  not  been  exercifed  to  difcem  good 
and  evil,  thou  haft  been  fitting  in  darknefs,  and  lying 
under  the  preffure  of  afflidion.  1  now  call  upon 
thee  to  arife  from  thy  flumberiug,  difconfolate  condi« 
tion,  in  which  thou  haft  continued  for  a  long  time, 
to  the  vigorous  ufe  of  all  thy  powers  and  faculties. 
Awake  from  indulgence  in  fin  and  flotb,  to  behold 
the  works  and  the  glory  of  the  Redeemer  ;*  the  night 
16  far  fpent,  the  day  is  at  hand,  caft  oflf  therefore  the 
works  of  darknefs,  and  put  on  the  armour  of  light-^ 

\oi.iV»  Xx  obey. 


y^,  .    LECTURES  OK  tHE       Chai^.  LX. 

obex  ^^  voice  that  now  folkits  attention.  Indeed 
it  is  not  eafy  to  point  out  the  peculiar  force  and 
energy  of  the  #ord  in  the  lenfe  it  is  here  ufed. — Sbuu^ 
^pear  in  thy  native  fplendx>ur  and  beauty.  Whilft 
thou  waft  deprefled  by  aflitAion,  fear,  and  forrow, 
that  comelinefe  and  fplendour  hath  been  obfeured, 
which  thofe  who  are  light  in  the  Lord  ought  t!o  nia- 
nifeft  to  the  world.  Come  then  into  the  light  of 
knowledge  and  holinefs,  of  comfort  and  joy,  that, 
being  enlightened  by  him  who  is  the  light  of  the 
world  and  the  life  of  mei^,  thou  mayeft  illumine 
thofe  around  thee.  Kefume  that  brightnefs  which 
hath  been  long  beclooded,'  and  difplay  clearly  that 
pleafant  light,  which,  being  refie^ed,  may  throw  an 
agreeable  luftre  on  all.  the  beholders.  Time  is  pre« 
dious,  let  no  part  of  it  be  fquandered  away  in  ikyth 
or  idleneft ;  the  duty  to  which  tbdu  lirt  called  is  of 
immenfe  confequence,  and  ought  not  to  be  delayed. 
For  tly  light  is  come.  The  day-fpring  from  on  high 
hath  vifited  thee,  the  Sun  of  ri^bteoirfhe^  19  arifen 
^  with  hiaHng  under  bis  wings  \  the  Meillah^  the  trae 

f  light  thsit  enligbteneth  eyery  man  that  coraetb  into 

the  world,  which  the  prDphet$  and  evarigelifts  uoiie 
in  magnify ing~-thi$  gkmoua  light  is  come^  and  all 
thy  adverfaries  Ihall  no  more  be  able  to  retard  iu  ^ 
progrefs,  than  to  ftop  in  his  courfe  the  fta  in  the  fir- 
mament.  Thy  profperous  and  happy  ftate  is  ccttx>- 
menced,  wherein  thoit  (hah  be  bfoifcd  with  eftey 
thing  requifite  to  thy  fihlyation,  that  can  yield  matter 
of  thanklgi ving  and  prttfe.  This  Hvitht  light,  whieh 
fliall  ihine  more  abd  m^re  unto  the  perfed  dfiy,fli9tt 
^ifpel  thy  |ear$,  thy  diftreflbs  and  forrbws,  and  oanfe 
thy  health  and  beauty  to  fpring  forth,  fpeedily. 

Aiid  the  ghry-of  the  L&rd  is  rifen  upon  tbct.  If  tbefe 
words  are  intended  merely  to  am^ify  what  is  con>' 
tained  in  the  preceding  expreifion,  they  import  that 
the  Son  of  God,  the  brightnefs  of  th«  Father's  gk)xy» 
wht>  is  ennphatically  denominated  the  Glory  Of  jcho* 
yah,  ihall  exhibit,  at  the  time  to  which  this  pedi^oii 
refers,  illuftriou^  maoifeflations  of  his  Divine  exceU 

lencies, 
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IcDcies,  in  the  operations  of  bis  pro?idence,  aa4  in 
the  miniftration  of  the  goCpeL  if  the  glory  of  tb^ 
Lord  here  fpoken  of  aUudes  to  the  fy  mbol  of  the  Di- 
vine i^ajefty,  with  which  tihe  c^mp  of  Ifrael  w^  hor 
noured,  it  may  denote  the  eniiaent  difplays  of  the 
prefence  and  favour  of  God,  which  the  Church  (hall 
enjoy  when  he  arifes  to  ioflid  awful  jadgmeqls  oil 
their  enemies,  to  afford  them  his  gracious  phrote^ion^ 
and  'the  copious  effufion  of  the  holy  Spirit,  to  illumi- 
nate and  fandify,  to  dired  and  fo  to  regelate  their 
converfatbn  and  condud,  that  they  fliaU  walk  worthy 
of  the  lx>rd,  VQto  ail  well  p]eafing  ia  bis  iight.-^ 
This  glory,  in  wbichev:er  of  thefe  fenfes  it  is  meantj 
is  faid  to  ibe  rifen  at  the  period  our  prophet  bad  in  his 
eye.  The  expre^n  is  taJcen  from  the  aioft  beauti- 
ful, noagnificent  irange  in  nature,  the  r^g  of  the 
fun  upon  the  earth,  which  difpels  the  darknefs  of  the 
night,  and  is  attended  with  the  joyful  conieqaences 
of  light,  warmth,  and  vegetation.  I9  like  manner^ 
the  rifing  glory  of  Jehovah  was  to  diflUpate  the  dark- 
tied  wherein  the  Church  was  involved,  dojri^g  th^ 
tedious  night  of  adverfity,  and  to  favoijMr  theip  witb 
bright  mantfeftations  of  the  power  find  prefence  of 
their  Lord  and  Redeemer,  which  were  to  produce  the 
moft  falutary  tffe&a.  I  conclude  this  article  with 
the  words  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  which  point  out  the 
pradical  improvement  of  this  fubjed :  '  Wherefore, 
^  he  faith,  awake  thou  that  fleepeft,  and  arife  from 
'  the  deadi  and  Cbuft  ihall  give  thee  ligbjt  *.* 

2.  For  behold^  the  darknefs  (hall  coVer  tlit 
earth,  and  grofs. darknefs  the  people  :  but  the 
Lord  (hall  arife  upon  thee^  and  his  glor^  ihall 
be  Sk^xx  upon  thee. 

Thefe  words  reprefent  a  very  movidg  (cene^  tl^e 
contemplation  of  which  might  difcourage  the  ^pec- 
tatbn  of  what  was  foretold^  and  therefore  they  a^e 

foUowe;d 

♦  Eph.  t*  I4# 
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followed  with  an  explicit  aflarance  of  the  predided 
happy  event.-— Behold  the  darknefs  of  ignorance, 
vice,  and  calamity,  (hall  overfpread  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth  at  the  time  wherein  the  Lord  God 
Ihall  make  to  arife  upon  his  Church,  not  only  the 
light  difleminated  by  the  dodlrines  of  the  gofpel,  but 
that  w6ich  proceeds  from  the  true  fpirit  of  the  gofpel, 
and  the  advancement  of  the  interefts^f  his  kingdom. 
Though  my  information  refpeding  the  ftate  of 
Chriftianity  throughout  the  world  is  limited,  and  maj 
not  be  altogether  correft,  I  may  venture  to  fay,  after 
what  1  have  read  and  heard — That  a  large  portion  of 
Europe,  having  either  rejeded  or  corrupted  the  glo- 
rious gofpel  of  the  Son  of  God,  embrace  erroneous 
principles,  and  walk  not  according  to  the  precepts 
contained  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  In  the  eztenfi?e 
Continent  of  America,  many  who  profefs  ChriiUanitj 
are  nothing  better  than  thofe  who  are  fitting  ia 
darknefs,  in  the  region  and  fliadow  oi  death.  Great 
part  of  the  inhabitants  of  A(ia  and  Africa  remain  in- 
volved  in  the  darknefs  of  Paganifm  and  Mahomet- 
ifm,  living  in  profound  ignorance,  and  groaning  under 
a  defpotic  yoke,  which  prevents  the  improvement  of 
their  condition.  In  the  great  body  of  the  Church  a 
variety  of  feds  have  fprung  up,  which  hath  given 
rife  to  an  uninterrupted  fuccefiion  of  controverfies, 
and,  among  others,  the  famous  conteft  between  theo- 
logy and  pbilofophy^  between  faith  and  reafon,  which 
bath  been  long  maintained  with  much  animofity  and 
perfeverancje.  Tbefe  warm  debates  have  been  fuc* 
ceeded  with  lamentable  degeneraty  of  manners,  very 
diftant  from  the  purity  required  by  the  precepts  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  whereby  the  beauty *of  the  Church  hath 
been  obfcared,  and  ttiey  have  brought  down  oa 
themfelves  the  juft  judgments  of  the  Almighty  — 
The  contraf^  to  this  grofs  darknefs  is  ftated  in  the 
following  words : 

JBta  the  Lord  jball  arifi  upon  tbee^  &c.  Both  ex- 
preffions  feem  to  be  nearly  of  the  fame  import,  the 
latter  explaining  and  illultrating  the  former.    When 

the 
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the  Lord  arifes  on  his  Church,  he  caufes  his  glory  to 
fliine  upon  them,  and  renders  confpicuous  the  dif- 
plays  of  his  Divine  attributes,  of  his  providential  care 
and  rich  grace  in  their  beltalf.  Obfcurity  (hall  retire, 
and  every  cloud  vani(h  at  the  approach  of  the  Sun 
of  Righteoufnefs,  under  whofe  benign  influence  the 
people  of  God  (hall  profper,  and  be  perfedled  in 
€vtty  good  work. — ^nd  bis  glory  fbaU  he  feen  <m  tbee^ 
the  amiable  luftre  of  his  mercy,  power,  and  faith- 
fulnefs,  and  his  other  excellencies,  with  their  happy 
eflfeds,  fliall  be  fen(ibly  felt  and  clearly  feen  in  many 
remarkable  inftances.  The  bright  manifeftations  of 
his  love  and  grace,  and  tender  compaffion,  which  he 
exhibits  in  the  difpenfations  of  his  providence,  and  in 
his  ordinances,  (hall  be  vifible  to  every  attentive  be- 
holder. The  Spirit  of  God  and  of  glory,  the  beauty 
of  the  Lord  our  God,  (hall*  be  feen  upon  thee,  and 
he  fliall  eftabli(h  the  work  of  thy  hands. — Rejoice 
then,  brethren,  that  the  glory  of  the  Lord  (hall  be 
revealed,  and  that  all  fle(h  (hall  fee  it  together.  From 
the  advanced  ground  of  the  promifes  of  God,  look 
forward  with  pleafure  to  the  blefled  day  when  afflic- 
tion and  furrow,  (hall  flee  away,  and  everlafting  joy 
ihall  be  upon  the  people  of  God,  and  this  prediAion 
fliall  be  fulfilled.  Did  we  properly  contemplate  this 
luminous  profped,  it  might  infpire  with  magnanimity, 
courage,  and  zeal,  in  furmounting  the  6bllacles  that 
impede  the  accompli(hment  of  this  prophecy,  and 
caufe  the  tranfient  glory  of  this  world  in  great  mea- 
fore  to  difappear. 

3.  And  the  Gentiles  fhall  come  to  thy  light, 
and  kings  to  the  brightnefs  of  thy  riling. 

Joyful  confequences  are  foretold  to  refult  from  the 
fnlnlment  of  the  prediction  contained  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  preceding  verfe.  The  nations  of  the  earth, 
which  had  not  hitherto  been  favoured  with  the  bght 
«f  the  glorious  gofpel,  convinced  of  the  fupreme 
V    •  excellency. 
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excellence,  the  adorable  alUfu/Qcieqcy  and  g^ape  of 
the  Redeemer,  ihall  refoit  to  the  Church  of  Gad«ibat 
they  may  (hare  in  tt;^  precious  benefits  enjoyed  by 
this  l^ighly-favoured  foci^ty — ^That  they  may    re.* 
ceive  the  inilrudioiis  delivered  by  Jef^s  Qhhft  ao4 
his  apoiUes,  and  follow  their  illu^rious  examples— 
that  they  may  behold  the  manifeftation;  of  the  divine 
glory,  which  Qod  is  pleafed  to  grant  to  the  aflembh^ 
of  his  people-^that  they  may  w^lk  iq  the  light  he 
conveys  by  his  word  ^nd  Spirit,  and  participate  in 
the  great  falvation  he  beftow^ ,  which  cqoftituces  their 
beauty,  felicity,  and  glory .«*-I^  or  were  the  lower 
clalTes  of  the  people  o^ly  to  ootqe  to  the  Juiowledge 
wd  obedi/ence  of  the  truth,  men  who  $U  the  mpfl 
elevated  ftiitioo$,  and  poflTefs  fupreme  authority,  IhaU 
alfo  teftify  their  delire  of  being  aidmitte4  into  the 
Church.^N-^i^  kifigf  to  fbe  brijrbttuf/  of  thf  r^hg^ 
Princes  of  the  greateft  celebrity,  invefte4  with  the 
inofl  extenfive  power  and  influence,  efteieming  it  their 
honour  aqd  h^ppinefs  to  b^  fejilow  citizens  with  the 
jaints,  (h^ll  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  G^4*    ^^ 
expreffion  here  vded  may  farther  intiijnate  the  early 
approach  of  fuch  perfonages  to  the  light  whereby  the 
Church  is  illuminatted.    Preferring  the  hapjp^inefs  an4 
prerogatives  of  the  people  of  Qod  to  the  riches  and 
grandeur  of  this  world,  they  Oia^l  join  themfelves  tp 
the  Lord,  that  they  may  wajlk  in  his  u^ys  apd  Uv^  tf^ 
his  glory. 

4.  Lift  up  thine  eyes  round  abo^t,  and  lee; 
all  they  gather  themfelves  together,  they  come 
to  thee,  thy  ions  ihall  come  from  far,  and  thy 
daughters  (hall  be  nurfed  at  tby  fide. 

As  a  ground  of  confolation  and  joy,  the  fervant$  of 
God  are  diredted  to  obferve  the  vaft  concoorfe  of 
people  that  flock  to  them  from  every  iquarter.^-Look 
around  you,  and  behold  every  where  a  pleafant  glori- 
ous fpe<ftacle,  many  nations,  and  kings  too,  coUeAing 

together 
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together,  encouraging  each  others  hearts,  and  ftrength- 
ening  each  others  hand$,  going  ufi  to  the  mountaiii 
of  the  Lord's  hoofe,  that  he  may  teach  them  his  ways, 
and  that  they  inay  walk  in  his  paths!  See  them 
coming  from  the  eaft  and  from  the  weft,  from  th^ 
north  and  from  the  foutb,  to  enjoy  the  choree  prero- 
gatives and  blefflngs  wherewith  you  are  felicitated  ! 
'^^Tbejt  come  to  tbee,  not  with  hoftile  intention  to  mo- 
left  and  injure,  but  with  the  friendly  deflgn  of  par- 
taking of  the  refrefhing  light  Which  is  rifen  upon 
thee^'^TbyJtmsj^all  came  from  far.  The  children  of 
God,  and  of  the  New  Jerufalem  which  is  from  abc^ve, 
the  mother  of  M%  all,  fhall  come  from  diftant  lands^ 
wherein  they  have  been  difperfed,  to  fliare  in  th^ 
lacred  immunities  with  which  thou  art  honoured  add 
faleiled. — And  thy  daughters  JbetU  he  nurfed  at  thy  fide. 
1  he  feebleft  and  tendereft  ot  thy  young  converts,  who 
are  not  yet  eftablifhed  in  the  kr/owledge,  faith,  and 
obedience  of  the  gofpel,  rK>r  inflroaed  in  the  things 
pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  fcfem  10  be  the 
perfons  intended  by  this  defignation.  Thofe  whd 
are  of  this  dcftription  (hall  be  nurfed  at  thy  fide, 
under  thy  peculiar  care  and  immediate  infpedtion, 
having  feaf'onaWy  difpenfed  to  them,  as  they  are  able 
to  bear,  the  fincere  milk  of  the  word,  that  they  may 
grow  thereby.  The  Lord  God  will  gracioufly  provide 
for  their  fupport  and  fafety,  he  will  uphold  and  cherifh 
them  m  the  eterfefting  arms  of  his  mercy.  Having 
had  occaHon  repeatedly  to  treat  of  this  pleafant  fuhl 
jeft,  1  proceed  to  verfe 

5*  Then  thou  (halt  fee  and  flow  together^ 
and  thine  heart  ihall  fear,  and  be  enlarged^ 
becaufe  the  abundance  of  the  lea  fhall  be  con^i- 
vertcd  untd  thee,  the  forces  df  the  Gentiles 
ihail  cattle  unto  thee. 

•       •  •  » • 
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■  Thefe  words  defcribe  the  various  emotions  that 
Ihall  be  excited  by  the  fight  of  the  large  acceffions 
inade  to  the  •Church  by  the  nations^  bringing  along 
with  them  all  their  wealth  which  could  conduce  to 
their  external  convenience  and  comfort.  Dr.  Lowth's 
tranflation  of  this  verfe  appears  to  me  both  juft  and 
elegant;  it  runs  thus:  '  Then  (halt  thou  fear  and  over- 

*  flow  with  joy ;  and  thy  heart  ihall  be  ruflled  and 

*  dilated ;  when  the  riches  of  the  fea  (hall  be  poured 

*  in  upon  thee  ;  when  the  wealth  of  the  nations  (hall 

*  come  unto  thee/  The  Hebrew  word  rendered  fie^ 
fignifies  alfo  fear ;  and  the  Bi(hop,  fuppofing  that  the 
paiEons.  awakened  by  the  fcene  whereof  the  pro- 
phet fpeaks  are  chiefly  intended,  he  tranflates  it  by  the 
Viov^faar^  the  firft  aflfc^dion  that  ihould  arife  in  the 
minds  of  tbofe  who  (hall  contemplate  this  furpriling 
fpedacle.  Timidity  and  terror  draws  together  the 
finer  parts  of  the  blood  to  the  heart,  in  confequence 
of  which  the  face  becomes  pale  and  wan.  Joy  and 
gladnefSy  on  the  contrary,  are  faid  to  expel  them  from 
the  feat  of  the  vitals  to  the  more  diftant  members  of 
the  body,  fo  as  to  redden  and  enliven  the  countenance. 
Beholding  the  nations  flocking  into  the  Church,  the 
fervants  of  God  (hall  experience  both  fear  and  joy, 
thefe  aflfedion^  (hall  alternately  agitate  their  minds. 
iVftoni{hed  at  this  wonderful  exhibition,  they  (hall 
at  firft  tremble  with  fear,  fo  that  their  hearts  mall  be 
contracted  and  ruflSed  left  there  may  be  .any  miftake 
or  illufion.  Viewing,  however,  this  great  objed  in 
a  proper  light,  their  (ouls,  filled  with  admiration,  (hall 
be  expanded  with  joy  and  gladnefs.  Among  fucfa  a 
numerous  fociety,  the  accomplidiment  of  this  predided 
event  muft  excite  very  different  emotions:  tome  (hall 
be  moved  with  fear  and  dread,  whilft  others  (ball  ex* 
ult  with  joy  and  delight. 

Becauft  of  the  abundance  qfthefea^  &c.  The  riches 
and  wealth  which  by  means  of  (hips  are  coqyeye4 
from  one  countiy  to  ^another — all  thofe  valuable 
articles  of  commerce  wliich  are  tranfported  from 
^iftant  kingdoms,  (hall  pom^  in^o  the  poflTdpioo  of 
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the  people  of  God,  who  conftitute  his  Church,  and 
iliall  be  converted  from  the  purpofes  to  which  they 
were  formerly  applied,  to  their  ufe  and  benefit. — The 
Jbrces  of  the  GentUes Jball  come  unto  tbee.  The  arma- 
ments fitted  out  by  the  nations  that  had  not  hitheittf 
been  admitted  into  the  com  munion  of  the  Church,  and 
which  had  barafled  and  oppofed  the  fervants  of  God, 
changing*  entirely  their  conduA,  ftiall  have  recourfe 
to  tbem ;  and,  profeifing  love  and  obedience  to  our 
Lord  and  Saviour,  fhall  defire  to  have  fellow  (hip  with 
his  djfciples  in  their  glorious  privileges,  and  to  walk 
with  them  in  the  ways  of  righteoufnefs  and  peace. 

6,  The  multitude  of  camels  fhall   cover V 
thee :  the  dromedaries  of  Midian  and  Ephah : 
all  they  from  Shebah  fl^all  cocne  :    they  ihall 
bring  gold  and  incenfe,  and  they  fhall  fhew 
forth  the  praifes  of  the  Lordt 

The  immenfe  riches  of  the  eaft,  particularly  the 
weahh  of  the  Arabians,  which  chiefly  confifts  in  the 
articles  here  fpecified,  (hall  come  into  the  pofleffion 
of  the  people  of  God.^-Great  numbers  of  camels, 
that  are  remarkable  for  patiently  enduring  thirft,  and 
for  yielding  a  kind  of  fine  hair,  of  which  ftuffs  are 
made  that  are  worn  in  eaftern  countries,  are  ufed  by 
the  Arabians  in  conveying  merchandife  through  the 
vaft  dry  defarts — Multitudes  of  thefe  anima}s  fhall 
cover  thee,  and  fupply  with  clothing  thofe  who  fhall 
become  the  fubjefls  of  the  kingdom  of  God. — The 
drmifdariej  qf  Midian,  SC'C.  Midian  was  the  name 
of  one  of  the  fons  which  Abraham,  the  father  of 
the  faithful,  had  by  Keturah,  and  £phah  was  the 
name  of  the  eldeft  fon  of  Midian,  whofe  pofterity  are 
fuppofed  to  poflefs  the  eaftern  parts  of  Arabia^  Thefe 
people  have  great  numbers  of  dromedaries,  that  are 
remarkable  for  travelling  exceeding  fwiftly,  and  for 
bearing  heavy  loads,  which  they  employ  in  carrying 
various  kinds  of  wares  into  Egypt,  Paleftine,  and 

Vol.  IV.  Yy  other 
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o^her  ooiintriesi*  Theft  alib  (hall  cove?  thee ;  they 
Iball  convey  4iver8  kinds  pf  goods  to  thofe  w^o  fear 
the  Lprd,  with  which  they  (hall  be  clothed  and 

'  adorned— They  fliall  carry  to  thena  many  of  the 
convenienci^s  and  comforts  pf  life.  The  exprelEon 
intimates,  that  their  propdetors.  Aiall  have  intimate 

^  ihtercourfe  with  the  followers  of  Jefu^  Chrift,  and 
become  fellow-citiziens  with  them  in  the  kingdom  of 
God. 

jiB  ibeyfrtm  SbebabJbaB  come.  Shebah,  or  Sebah, 
was  the  name  of  a  grandfon  of  Abraham  *•  and  alfo 
of  a  grandfon  of  Cufh  f ,  and  firom  one  or  other  of 
them  a  country  in  Arabia  had  its  name.  Concern- 
ipg  the  inhs^bitants  of  this  land,  it  is  foretold,  that 
they  fliall  refort  to  the  Church  of  God,  and  fliall 
b^ring^  with  them  gold  and  incenfe.  The  prophet 
Ezekiel  fays,  that  in  times  of  old  they  traded  with 
the  Tyrians  in  fpSces^  precious  ftonesi  and  gold  %• 
The  queen  of  Shebah^  when  flie  vifiteA  king  Solomo^t 
came  to  Jerufalem  with  a  fplendid  retinue,  and  with 
oameb  that  bare  fpices,  very  much  gold*  and  precious 
ilonesf,  wherein  the  riches  of  the  country)  confifted. 
Many  of  the  Saheans,  ov  men  of  Sbebah,  (hsdl  join 
thenlfrlves  to  the  Lord,  bringing  with  them  the  moft 
Valuable  produdtons  of  their  kingdom,  that  they  may 
oonfecrate  them  to  the  honour  of  Jehovah,  aod  ije 
employed  in  promoting  pious  purpdfes.— .^A^f  4i9 
JbaUfiewJbrib  ibc  pra^s  iff  the  Lord.  The  owners^ 
the  employers  of  the  camels  and  dromedarieA*  2fA 
the  inhabitants  of  Shebah,  ohferving  the  fignal  &• 
vours  conferred  upon  the  Church,  the  amazing  in* 
creafe  of  their  numbers,  and  the  fincerity  of  their 
faith  and  fubjedion  to  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Cbrift,  were 
to  celebrate  witii  gratitude  the  niercy  aqd  grace  qf 
God,  who  called  iuqh  immenfe  numbers  of  people 
out  of  darknefs  into  his  marvellous  light,  who  made, 
known  to  them  his  ialvation,  and  openly  fiiQ wed  bis 

right6Qa(iie(s 
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righteoulhefs  in  the  fight  of  the  heathen  •.—Let  us 
join  them,  brbtbren,  in  this  fublim^  exercife  of  praife, 
Which  is  the  delightful  work  of  heaven,  and  the 
nobleft  fervice  wherein  we  can  bc^  employed  ort 
earth.  We  ferve  God  by  profeciiting  bur  lawful  bii- 
fineis,  as  he  tlireAs ;  but  this  is  accompanied  With 
much  labour  and  trouble.  IVe  obey  him  by  per- 
forming the  duties  of  holinefs  and  righteoufnefSp 
which  contribute  to  the  happinefs  of  (bciety;  but 
thefe  are  attended  with  many  obilruftioiis  and  diffi- 
culties. We  honour  him  by  works  of  mercy  and 
beneficence,  which  conftitute  an  important  part  of 
pradical  Cbriftianity ;  but  thefe  require  felf-denial  . 
and  fuperiority  to  Worldly  things,  which  many  peo* 
pie  do  not  feem  to  have  attained.  We  do  him  ho* 
mage  by  the  various  a£ls  of  wdrlhip  which  he  hath 
enjoined ;  but  thefe  remind  us  of  oiiir  imperfections 
and  diftance  from  God — Whereas^  in  praifing  the 
Lord,  there  is  no  fuch  mixture  of  imeafy  fehfations; 
we  acknowledge,  with  pleafure  and  gratitude,  our 
obligations  to  him  ;  we  honour  his  name,  and  oSei: 
him  the  heft  return  we  can  make  fur  his  exuberant 
goodnefs  and  manifold  mercies. 

7«  All  the  flocks  of  Ked^r  (hall  be  gathered 
together  unto  thee,  the  rams  of  Nebaioth  ihall 
mihifter  unto  thee :  they  (hall  come  up  with 
acceptance  on  mine  altar,  and  I  vfiM  glorify 
the  houfe  of  my  glory. 

Kedar  and  Nebaioth  were  the  oaifies  of  two  of  the 
twelve  princes  that  were  born  to  Ifhmael,  the  fon  of 
the  patriarch  Abraham.  The  caflles  and  towns,  and 
probably  the  countries  pofiefiled  by  their  pofterity, 
were  called  by  their  names«  They  were  remarkable 
for  having  great  numbers  of  cattle,  and  Jarge  flocks 
of  (heep  and  goats.  Hence  the  prophet  £zd:iel,  de- 
fcribing  the  immenfe  riches  and  extenfive  commerce 

^PfaL  xcviii.  s. 
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of  the  ineKchants  of  Tyre,  thus  writes  *. :  ^  The  Aia. 

*  bians,  and  all  the  princes  of  Kedar«  traded  with 

*  thee  in  lambs,  and  rams,  and  goats/  Thefe  flocks, 
Ifaiah  foretels,  (hall  be  colledled,  that  they  may  mi- 
nifter  to  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  God.  They  arc 
fpoken  of  as  intelligent  beings,  yea  as  priefts,.  whofe 
office  was  to  mlnifter  unto  the  Lord,  in  name  of  his 
people.  The  exprcffion,  which  refers  to  the  fcrvices 
performed  under  the  former  difpenfation,  cannot  be 
ftridly  uilderltood  in  the  literal  fenfe,  requires  fo 
be  figuratively  explained.  The  proprietors  of  the 
flocks  of  Kedar,  and  the  rams  of  Nebaioth^  being  con* 
verted  to  the  knowledge,  faith,  and  obedience  of  the 
gofpel,  ihall  confecrate  their  wealth  to  the  honour  of 
God,  and  to  the  fervice  of  his  Church.— :7^ey  Jball 
tqthe  up  with  afceptance  on  mine  altar.  The  facrifices 
that  were  of  old  prefented  unto  God,  became  facred 
and  holy  in  confequence  of  their  being  brought  to 
his  altar ;  for,  as  Jefus  Chriil  declares,  *  the  altar  fanc« 

*  tlfies  the  gift  f .'  In  like  manner,  the  oflferings  pre- 
feiited  to  Jehovah  under  the  New  Teftament,  are 
rendered  acceptable,  to  him  by  the  great  high  Prieft 
of  our  profefiion,  prefigured  by  the  altar  under  the 
law.  Accordingly  God  promifes,  that  the  oblations 
ofiered  to  him  by  the  Kedarenes.  through  Jefus 
Chrift,  fliall  be  grateful  and  well  pleafing  in  his  fight. 
Their  perfons  fliall  be  accepted,  through  his  preva- 
lent mediation,  their  fins  expiated  by  .bis  perfed 
atonement,  their  facrifices  and  fervices  fliall  be  to 
him  an  odour  of  a  fweet  fmell  % .  All  their  wealth, 
which  they  fliall  dedicate  to  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  good  of  his  people,  fliall  meet  with  the  Divine^c* 
ceptance  and  approbation. 

And  Injoillglmfy  the  boufe  of  my  glory.  The  boule 
of  God,  according  to  the  apoflle  Paul  $,  is  the  Church 
of  the  livii]g  God.  He  formed  the  plan  in  his  own 
eternal  mind,  he  laid  the  foundation,  and  he  rears  up 
the  whole  fuperftrudure^  fitly  framed  together,  to  be 

an 
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an  habitation  for  himfelf,  through  the  Spirit.-  He 
beautifies  this  living  temple  with  the  moft  precious 
ornaments ;  and,  having  fumifhed  it  with  every  thing 
neceflary  to  advance  his  honour  and  the  profperity 
of  his  fervants,  he  therein  takes  up  his  peculiar  refi- 
dence.  *  It  is  the  houfe  of  his  glory.'  What  'gran- 
deur and  brilliancy  appeared  in  the  model  of  this 
fuperb  building,  when  exhibited  in  vifion  to  the 
apoftle  John,  which  he  defcribes  in  the  21ft  chapter 
of  the  Revelation.  It  is  truly  glorious,  being  higlily 
exalted  above  the  hoftile  attempts  of  every  enemy, 
and  every  oppofition  made  to  its  interefts ;  efpe- 
cially  as  it  is  blefled  with  the  glorious  prefence  of 
Jehovah/who  dwells  therein,  who  admits  his  fervants 
to  contemplate  hb  glory,  and  from  thence  admini. 
fters  his  laws  and  ordinances.-^Upon  this  houfe,  God 
here  promifes  to  confer  fome  additional  glory,  by 
giving  brighter  difplays  of  his  Divine  excellencies 
dian  had  hitherto  been  enjoyed  by  his  people,  by 
granting  them  larger  and  mpre  comfortable  proofs  of 
his  gracious  prefence,  by  pouring  out  his  holy  Spirit 
abundantly  upon  them,  by  imparting  his  enriching 
bleffing  to  the  ajBemblies  of  his  faints  convened  for 
his  worfhip,  and  by  rendering  them  fruitful  in  every 
good  work,  to  his  praife  and  glory.  Reproaches,  cor- 
ruptions, contentions,  and  calamities,  being  removed, 
whereby  the  beauty  of  my  houfe  was  obfcured,  my 
people  (hall  triumph  in  my  praifes^  and  peiibrm  my 
fernce  with  harmony,  delight,  and  joy. 

8.  Who  are  thefe  that  fly  as  a  cloud,  and  as 
the  doves  to  their  windows  f 

This  inquiry,  with  the  beautiful  fimilitudes  where- 
by  the  fubjed  of  it  is  illuftrated,  plainly  intimates 
the  furprize  and '  admiration  excited  by  obferving 
crowds  of  people  flocking  with  hafte  into  the  king- 
dom of  God.  Two  comparifons  are  employed  to 
reprefent  the  accelerated  motion  of  this  vaft  concourfe: 

the 
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tht  firft  defcribes  tfaeir  rapid  progrefi  and  (peedy 
flight,  and  the  latter  their  immenfe  numbers.— Who 
are  thefe  that  fly  as  a  cloud,  violently  aft^tated  by  a 
ftrong  wind  which  the  art  and  power  of  man  cannot 
retard  or  control?  Thefe,  from  whatfoevef  quarter 
they  corne^  feniible  of  the  danger  to  which  they  are 
obnoxious,  and  the  abiblute  neceffity  of  efcape,  fur- 
niounting  every  impediment  that  would  flop  their 
progfeis,  are  fleeing  with  fpeed  to  lay  hold  on  the 
only  ho^e  fet  before  them  in  the  gofpeL  As  the 
tnbtion  of  the  cloud  isvifible  and  confpicuous,  fo  their 
flight  t6  the  Saviour,  aiid  their  recourfe  to  his  Church, 
is  remarkable,  by  their  renunciation  of  former  finsi^ana 
their  diUgence  to  be  found  in  Chrift  in  peace.— -jTb^^ 
as  the  ^es  io  tbetr  windows.  On  fome  apprehendra 
danger  pigeons  betake  themfelves  in  ^at  numbets 
for  ihelter  and  fafety  to  their  place  of  refidence,  where 
they  alight  with  feeming  pleafure,  and  with  one  con« 
fent,  as  if  moved  by  the  fame  inflin£t.  In  like  man- 
ner, the  gathering  of  the  people  toShilqh  Ihall  proceed 
from  an  awakening  ienfe  of  imminent  danger,  where* 
by  they  (hall  be  impelled  to  flee  to  Jefus  Chrift  for 
refuge,  and  in  multitudes  to  haften  with  unanimity  to 
the  Kock  6f  ages,  and  the  houfe  6f  defence,  where 
they  fliall  find  fafety,  provifion,  and  comfort.-^Nb 
wonder  that  this  uncommon,  this  excellent  and  pleaf- 
ing  fpedacle,  fliould  excite  furprize  and  inquiry^ 
efpecially  when  the  difficulties  that  lie  in  the  way 
to  the  Saviour  are  confidered,  and  what  is  necefiary 
to  overcome  them.  If  the  converfion  of  an  individ- 
ual, (I  meanof  Saiil,  afterward  called  Paul}  nifed'the 
aftonifliment  of  the  Church  of  Chrift,  wfae  when  they 
heard  that  a  perfecutor  was  converted  into  a  preacher 
of  the  gofbel,  glorified  God  in  him'^«-how  inu^  mote 
ground  of  furprize  to  fee  large  numbers  turned  from 
jdarknefs  to  light,  from  the  power  of  Satan  toGodi 
and  froin  the  iervice  of  dead  idols,  to  the  worfhip  and 
obedience  of  Jehovah ! 

r 
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9;  Surely  the  i0es  (haU  ^vait  for  me,  and  the 
ihips  of  Tarfliifli  firft,  to  bring  thy  Tons  from 
far,  their  fihrer  and  their  gold  with  them,  unto 
the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God :  and  to  the 
holy  One  of  Ifrael,  bccaufe  he  hath  glorified 
thee. 

Explicit  gfllirance  is  gtven,  that  a  numerous  ac* 
ceffion  of  converts  (hall  be  made  to  the  Church,  many 
of  whom  (hall  be  brought  from  very  diftant  lands. 
By  the  ifles,  which  the  Son  of  God  promifes  (hall 
found  their  expedatipn  and  dependence  on  him,  are 
meant  the  Gentile  nations,  particularly  thofe  who 
inhabit  countries  encompa0ed  by  the  fea.    By  ha 
powerful,  though  fecret  agency  on  their  minds,  he 
will  difpofe  themto  come  into  his  Church,  to  receive 
his  gofpel  with  readine&  of  mind,  to  confide  in  fats 
mediation,  to  rely  on  his  promifes,  and,  grateful  for 
his  ineilimable  benefits,  to  receire  the  law  from  his 
mouch,  and  to  fubmit  to  his  authority. — Tbe  Jb^s  if 
Tarjbyb  firfl.    Tarfhifh  was  the  name  of  one  of  the 
fons  of  Javan,  the  fon  of  Japheth,  the  fon.of  Noatu 
By  him  and.  \m  brethren  were  the  ides  of  the  Gentiles 
divided,  every  one  after  his  language,  after  theix; 
families  in  their  nations  *•    The  po(&{fions  of  Tar- 
(hilb,  or  the  city  built  by  him  or  his  pofterity,  had 
given  to  it  the  name  mentioned  by  our  prophet, 
llijs  <^uiitry  or  city,  wherever  fituated,  feems  to  be 
the  iar(hi(h  here  inteiided.'  Whilft  others  endea« 
vour  to  afcertain  the  fituation  of  the  place,  1  mean  to 
explain  the  prediftion.    The  (hips  belonging  to  that 
city  or  country,  i.  ^.  the  mariners  who  navigate  them» 
(hall  be  firft,  in  point  of  time  and  order,  to  tranfport 
from  diftant  lands,  into  th«  focie^  of  tbp  faithful^, 
converts  to  the  faith  and  obedience  of  the  gofpeL 
The  e^tenfiye  commerce  carried  on  by  the  merchants 
of  that  place  (hall  give  them  early  opportunities  of! 
conveying  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  to  remote. 
-  .  nations 

♦  Gen.  X.  1,5. 
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nations  and  cdontries,  and  of  bringing  them  that 
bcKcvc  in  Jefus  Chrift,  with  their  Tubftance,  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  Church,  to  aflbeiate  with  rhe 
fcrvants  of  God. — Iheirfiher  and  tbcir  goldwkb  tbm. 
The  moft  valuable  articles  they  poflefs,  their  precious 
treafures,  fhall  be  brought  along  with  their  pro- 
prietors to  minifter  to  the  benefit  of  the  Church,  that 
they  may  be  expended  in  eredting  and  endowing 
fchools,  churches,  and  afylums  for  the  poor  and  af- 
flided,  and  in  difieminating  the  knowledge  of  the  Sa- 
viour  and  his  falvation.     The  filver  and  the  gold,  the 
incenfe  and  the  cattle,  mentioned  in  this  and  the 
preceding  verfes,   which  fliall  be  brought  into  the 
Church  by  real  converts,  are  emblematical  of  the 
true  riches,  the  fpiritual  treafures,  which  by  their 
means  Ifaall  be  much  augmented.  Thefe  confiftofthe 
ineftimable  bleffings  of  Divine  grace,  the  fruits  of 
the  Spirit,  and  the  beauties  of  holinefs,  which  adorn 
the  Cbriftian  profeffion,  and  render  people  rich  to- 
ward God.    Though  1  have  only  glanced  at  the 
figurative  and  more  recbndite  fenfe,yet  1  apprehend  it 
may  be  principally  intended ;  in  order  to  comprehend 
the  whole  meaning  of  this  prophecy,  and  to  render  it 
every  where  confiftent  with  itfelf,  it  muft  be  chiefly 
confidered 

Unto  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  Sec.  To  do 
honour  to  his  great  name,  who  is  the  Lord  of  all,  and 
the  God  of  his  peculiar  people,  and  to  be  employed 
in  his  worihip  and  fervice.  The  Lord  thy  God  iball 
bring  to  pafs  this  wonderful  event  for  the  glory  of  bis 
name,  and  to  difplay  his  divine  excellencies,  who  is 
the  holy  One  of  Ifrael,  that  fandifies  thern^  and  is 
fandtified  by  them.  The  reafon  is  fubjoined  why  vaft 
numbers  of  people  (hall  refort  to  the  Church  of  God. 
Becaufe  he  hath  glorified  thee,  by  raifing  thee  from  an 
afflifted,  difconfolate  condition,  to  a  profperous  and 
honourable  (late,  the  renown  whereof  hath  gone  forth 
among  the  heathen.  He  hath  made  thee  a  pr^if^  in  the 
earth,  and  magnified  thee  in  the  fight  of  the  nations; 
therefore  thy  children  (hall  be  multiplied  as  the  buds 
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of  the  fields.  He  hath  increafed  thy  greatnefs,  and 
comforted  thee  on  every  fide.  He  hath  conferred 
upon  thee  the  moft  important  benefits  and  ^ri« 
vUeges,  accompanying  his  ordinances  with  his  Spirit 
and  prefence,  and  rendering  thee  fuperior  to  all 
the  efforts  of  thy  enemies.  On  thefe  accounts,  muU 
tides  of  every  rank  and  of  every  nation  ftiall  come 
into  the  kingdom  of  Gpd^  that  they  may  participate 
of  the  cboiceft  bleffings. 

id«  And  the  fons  of  ftrangers  (hall  build 
up  thy  wallS)  and  their  kings  lliall  minifler 
unto  thee:  for  in  my  wrath  I  fmbte  thee, 
but  in  my  favour  have  I  had  mercy  aa 
thee. 

Th^  ^redidiotis  refpeding  the  felicity  and  glory 
of  the  Church  are  amplified  by  the  intrododion  of 
various  circumftances,  which  (hall  eflentially  contri«* 
bute  to  the  advancement  of  their  honour  and .  iote^- 
Te&s.-*^TbejMs  ofjlrmgers^  who  were  the  patrons  of 
heathenifm  and  felfe  religion,  and  who  had  never 
been  admitted  into  the  communion  of  the  Church,  a 
privilege  which  they  looked  upon  with  hatred  and 
contempt— The  children  of  thofe  who  were  firan«- 
gers  to  the  covenants  of  promife,  and  aliens  from  the 
commonwealth  of  lirafl,  who  had  no  more  connec-^ 
tion  with  the  Church  of  God  than  foreigners  had  of 
old  with  the  benefits  peculiar  to  the  pofterity  of 
Jacob.  The  defcendants  even  of  thefe  people  being 
brought  into  the  obedience  of  faith,  and  obferving 
that  the  city  of  God  required  reparation  and  enlarge- 
ment«  on  account  of  the  immenfe  concourfe  that  te« 
forted  to  it,  and  thSt  its  former  inhabitants  were  une« 
qual  to  the  work,  they  engaged  with  great  prompti- 
tude in  the  performance  of  this  bufineTs.  They 
exerted  themfelves  to  add  whatfoever  conftitutes 
either  beauty  or  defence,  that  might  diftingui(h  the 
citizens  from  the  men  of  the  world,  an4  proted  them 

Vol.  IV.  Xz  from 
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from  the  aflaults  of  enetnlcs.  This  wotk,  which  is 
attributed  to  Jehovah  by  the  facred  Poet  ♦,  is  here 
foretold  to  be  executed  by  ftran^rs,  that  he  is  pleafei 
to  employ' for  this  purpofe,  who,  according  to  their 
ability,  fhall  contribute  to  'the  enlargement  and  iitt- 
Jjrovement  of  the  Chufch  of  God,  and  to  promote 
the  fpiritual  beauty  and  (lability  of  Divine  Wor(hip. 
'  jtnd  ttmr  kings fiall  mini/ler  unio  tbee.  Prirtces  and 
great  mdfn,  pofleffing  opulence,  power,  and  authority, 
(hall  employ  their  influence  to  fupprefs  the  prafticc 
of  all  manner  of  iniquity,  and  to  advance  the  interefts 
of  true  godlinefs.  They  (hall  make  proper  provi- 
fion  for  the  fupport  of  minifters  of  the  gofpcl,  to 
Svhom  they  (hall  give  all  fuitable  encouragement,  to 
the  faithfCil  difcharg^  of  the  duties  of  their  office,  by 
excellent  laws  and  pious  examples.  They  (ball  erea 
and  endow  fchools  and  feminaries  of  learning,  where 
proper  perfons  (hall  be  educated,  with  a  viiew  to  fa- 
cred offices  and  ufeful  emplpyments.  Tfiey  (hall 
tnaimam  and  defend  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
Church,  und  do  What  in  th^iM  lies  to  excite  the  pe^ 
pie  to  diligent  attaidance  to  the  ordinances  and  pre- 
cepts enjoined  in  the  word  of  God ;  to  edify  and  com- 
fort each  other  by  good  cenv«rfation  and  pradeot 
conduA. 

For  in  nff  wratb  I  fmote  ^ee.  The  remarkable 
happy  change  in  the  ftate  of  tlie  Church,  which  our 
prophet  foretels  is  not  to  be  afcribed  to  the  merits  of 
God*e  i^rvants,  but  to  the  rich  mercy  of  Jehovah. 
The  Almighty,  who  had  been  greatly  ^fpleafed  with 
bis  degenerate  people  for  their  hypocr ify,  formality, 
and  perfidy,  vifited  them  in  anger  with  divers  cala- 
mities, to  tnalEe  them  fenlible  of  their  fin^  and  follia, 
and  to  bring  th«m  back  t«  hinifelf  and  their  duty. 
He  vorified  to  them  his  faithful  word,  by  chaftifing 
them  with  the  fod  of  afl3tdion  when  they  kept  not 
his  commandments,  to  reclaim  them  from  their  evil 
ways,  land  to  bring  them  to  repentance  and  reforma- 
tion.— Bui  in  my  favour  have  I  bad  mercy  on  tbee. 
The  Lord  God  femiuds  them,  that  the  change  in  his 

difpra&tioM 


yxK.  10-    PROPHECIES  OP  ISAIAH.  3$a 

difpei^atioQ»  proceeded  not  from  ^  their  redUtude  and; 
worth,  but  from  his  own  free  fiivour  ^nd  mideferved 
kind  nefsf— That  all  the  privileges  and  bleffings 
whereby  thej  were  felicitated,  were  not  to  be  attri« 
bated  to  th^ir  excellence  and  the  goodneis  of  their 
performances,  but  to  be  confidered  as  the  fruits  of 
fi)vere]ga  mercj  and  grace.  All  the  precious  bene* 
fits  which  they  enjoyed  ieem  to  be  comprifed .  ia 
ihewing  them  mercy.  Remembering  nof  againd 
them  former  fins,  God  had  turned  unto  them  accord* 
ing  to  the  multitude  of  his  tender  mercies,  and  had 
fpeedily  prevented  them  when  brought  very  low» 
He  punifli^d  them  left  than  their  iniquities  deferved, 
and  moderated  the  cqrredions  he  judged  proper  to 
snfiifi.*.— Thefe  intereiding  truths  ought  to  be  deeply 
iniprefled  on  our  mind$|brethren,and frequently  called 
to  our  remembrance^  that  thereby  we'  may  be  ex* 
cited  to  gratitude  to  God  for  his  mercy,  to  fidelity 
and  diligence  in  hia  iervice.  • 

1 1.  Therefore  thy  gates  ihall  be  open  con^ 
uauaUyi  they  (hail  not  be  fliut  day  nor  night, 
that  mif$  may  bring  unto  thee  the  force8.of  the 
Gentiles,  and  th/at  their  .kings  majr  be  brought. 

Aliother  remarkable  circumftance  is  mentioiied, 
fhdt  (hidl  conduce  to  increafe  and  enlarge  the  Church 
of  6od,  which  is  here  fpoken  of  as  a  floutiihing  city. 
The  gates  by  which  the  juft  enter  into  the  city  of  the 
living  God,  ihall  be  always  open  for  the  admiffion  of 
princes  and  people  ci  all  nations,  who  wifli  to  become 
fellow-cttiuns  with  the  faints.  The  expreffion  inti* 
mates,  that*none  who  believe  in  Jefus^Chrift,  of  what- 
soever kingdom  or  country^  (hall  be  denied  accefs  in^ 
to  the  community  of  the  faithful-^rhat  in  every 
period  of  time,  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon«  the 
vratchmen  ihall  be  ever  ready  to  grant  atoiffion  to 
thofe  who  apply  for  this  privilege,  .md^^that  the 
eity  of  the  hat&  ihall  be  bleft  with  perpetual  traur 

quillity 
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quillity,  and  fecurity  from  external  foes ;  there  fliall 
be  no  ground  of  fear  of  any  enemy  to  annoy  the  in* 
habitants,  who  (hall  enjoy  the  undifturbed  pofleffion 
of  their  glorious  privileges. — ^The  defign  of  the  gates 
being  kept  conftantly  open  is  fpecified  in  the  foUow- 
ing  words : 

Thai  men  may  bring  unio  ibee^  &c.  the  ftrength  and 
wealth  of  the  nations,  that  multitudes  of  people,  with 
all  their  opulence  and  fpiritual  riches,  may  have  cafy 
accefs  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  felicity  and  fellowfhip 
with  which  thou  art  favoured.— And  that  their  kings 
may  be  brought  as  the  willing  fi^bjedls  of  the  Lonl 
Jefus  Chrift,  to  have  intimate  communion  with  God 
and  the  Redeemer,  to  delight  themfelves  in  God's 
abundant  goodnefs,  to  enjoy  manifeftations  of  the 
Divine  glory ^  with  the  pledges  of  Divine  love.  Thefe 

S leafing*  circumftances  exhibit  a  hiappy  and  glorious 
ate  of  the  Church,  the  profped  of  which  ought  to 
animate  our  hopes,  and  to  excite  to  frequent,  fervent 
fupplications  for  its  commencement. 

>       • 
1 2.  For  the  nation  and  kingdom  that  wiH 
not  ferve  thee,  ihall  perifh :  yea,  ti^  nations 
(hall  be  utterly  walled* . 

Defolating  judgments  are  threatenftd  to  be  in- 
Bi&td  on  thofe  who  ihfiU  obf^inately  refufe  to  join  iii 
promoting  the  Wflfiure  of  the  Church  of  God.  Tlui 
predidlion,  though  fimilar  to  one  delivered  by  the 
prophet  2kichariah  *,  is  ftill  qiore  e^tenfive^  The 
people,  who((e  deftiny  is  here  fo^told,  are  not  only 
tho|e  who  oppofe  the  jnterefts  of  tlie  Churjph,  but 
thofe  alfo  who  will  not  yield  fubjedion  to  the  righte- 
ous authority  of  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  his  difciples 
ure  governed,  and  in  obediefice  to  whofe  GO|nmand$ 
they  ei^y  r^l  liberty  and  happinefs.  A^  it  is  the 
duty,  the  hqpour,  and  the  interef^  of  every  nation 
under  jieaven,  to  endeavour  to  advance  the  profpe- 
rity  of  the  kia^dqiQ  pf  God,  fo  it  is  juft  an4  eau^- 

f  Cbsp.  x\r»  I7« 
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table,  that  thofe  who  refufe  to  contribute  their  fer« 
vices  towards  this  great  objeft,  fliould  feel  the  effeAt 
of  the  Divine  difpleafure.  Our  prophet  therefore 
foretels.  that  they^  who  in  this  manner  ad  contrary 
to  the  will  and  conunand  of  God — Shall perijb  and  ht 
vtterly  wafted^  by  temporal  calamities  or  fpiritoal 
judgments,  wherewith  they  fiiall  be  vifited  in  the 
courfe  of  providence.  They  ihall  either  be  entirely 
overthrown  and  deprived  of  their  extftence  as  a 
people,  or  be  divefted  of  their  power,  wealth,  and  in* 
fluence.  Hiftory  teftifies,  that  there  is  not  a  natiom 
or  en^pire  on  earth,  which  hath  virulently  oppofed 
the  profperity  o^  the  Church,  that  hath  efcaped  the 
judgments  of  God.  And  at  the  period  to  whicfb 
Jiaiah  looked  forward,  when  this  predidion  (hall  re« 
ceive  a  funs  and  full  completion,  the  nation  fhall  be 
confumed  and  exterminated  that  will  not  do  homage 
to  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  his  Ghrift. 

1 3.  The  glory  of  Lebanon  fliall  come  unto 
thee,  the  fir-tree,  the  pine-tree,  and  the  box 
together,  to  beautify  the  place  of  my  f^ndlu-* 
ary,  arid  I  viU  ingke  the  place  of  my  fee(  g)Q« 
f^ious. 

• 

Whatever  is  grand,  magnificent,  and  beautiful  in 
nature,  all  the  choice  emblems  that  can  dignify  the 
defcription,  adorn  the  fubjed,  and  afford  matter  of 
pleafing  meditation,  are  brought  forward  to  reprefent 
the  glories  of  the  Church.— The  glory  of  Lebanon 
confided  in  the  abundance  of  the  ftately  cedars,  and 
other  kinds  of  trees  wherewith  it  was  covered,  which 
exhibited  a  ftriking  appearance  of  majefty,  ftiength 
and  comelinefs.  Of  the  fir,  the  pine,  and  the  box* 
trees,  1  took  notice  when  treating  chapter  xli.  to. 
where  they  were  mentioned.  Thefe  trees,  remark- 
able  for  excellence,  utility,  and  ornament,  are  here 
introduced  to  reprefent  perfons  of  great  abilities,  of 
fplend^d  accompliihments,  of  immenfc  virtues,  and 
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extn^ve  ufefultieis^thst  God  Aid}  laife  up  to  deSeaii 
%o  adorn,  and  confole  his  Church.  The  piopnety  of 
the  parabolic  ftyle,  frequently  adopted  by  our  prophet, 
hath  been  Ihewn  already  from  divers  places  of  this 
facred  book*  Indeed,  if  rightly  (onfideredi  it  ferves 
maay  ufeful  purpofes:  it  whets  the  underftanding;  it 
excites  deiires  of  knovi^dge ;  it  keeps  alive'^  the  atten- 
lion ;  andi  by  the  escercife  of  inyeftigation,  improves 
the  inind.«--£veti  truth  itfelf  acquires  addition4 
beauty  when  ^difcovered  through  the  veil  of  elegant 
imageiy.-^The  iiluftrious  men,  intended  by  thefe 
beautifiU  figures,  (hall  come  into  the  Church  of  God 
T0  beauiify  the  place  of  my  fanEhiary,  &c.  The 
cxpreflioa,  1  fuppoSei  lelates  diredly  to  the  Church 
of  Jefus  Chrift  under  the  New  Tcilament,  that  is 
the  fubjed  of  this  prophecy,  plainly  refers  to  the 
temple  built  for  Jehovah  under  the  former  difpenlk* 
tion,  which  was  iandified  to  be  his  dwelling-phicei 
and  which  prefigured  the  dignity  and  happinefs  to  be 
enjoyed  by  the  peq>le  of  God  under  the  ceoonomy  of 
grace,  after  having  attained  its  higheft  exceUence 
fend  glory.  In  the  innermoft  apartment  of  the  mag« 
fiificent  houfe  of  reft,  which  king  Solomon  built  unto 
the  Lord,  was  the  mojH  holy  place,  the  fanfiuary 
wherein  was  the  mercy-feat,  honoured  with  the  iym^ 
bol  of  the  Divine  glory ;  and  beneath  was  the  ark  of 
the  covenint  of  the  Lord,  which  was  literally  the 
pbce  of  God*B  feet  *•  This  grand  edifice,  with 
m  feveial  parts,  were  fuperbly  ornamented  with 
timbef  of  iJie  different  kmds  of  trees  here  men* 
tioiied.  And  Ifaiab,  probably  having  this  elegant 
firadttie  in  bis  eye,foretels  that  the  Church,  which  is 
the  boufe  of  God  under  l!ilew  Teftament,  the  faoduaij 
be  hath  fet  apart  for  his  peculiar  lefideuce,  where  be 
aumifinSa  his  gracious  prefence,  and  which  be  fiUi 
with  his^glory,  (hall  be  udomcd  with  men  of  eminent 
gifts  and  graces.  There  fliall  come  into  the  Choxch 
perfons  ot  extenfive  knowledge,  perfuafive  eloquenos^ 
true  wifdom,  and  unblemiflied  noUiieiSi  who  fliall  be 
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ornaments  to  their  profeffion,  and  the  light  of  the 
world.  They  (hall  render  the  fociety  with  which 
they  are  connected  qomely  and  glorious,  and  prove 
the  objeds  of  admiration  to  all  that  are  poflefled  of 
fptrittt^  difcernment.  The  fubje^  of  the  King  of 
Glory  ought  to  rejoice  and  triumph  in  the  view  of  the 
enlargement  and  profperity  of  his  kingdom,  which  in 
due  time  (hall  be  effeded  by  the  power  and  grace  of 
Jehovah. 

■ 

14.  The  fons  alfb  of  them  that  afHidled  thee, 
ihall  conae  bending  unto  thee;  and  all  they 
that  defpifed  thee  ihall  bow  themfelves  dowa 
at  the  foles  of  thy  feet;  and  they  (hall  call  thee^ 
the  city  of  the  Lord,  the  Zion  of  the  holy  One 
of  IfraeL 

Such  (hall  be  the  profperity  and  glory  of  the  - 
Church  of  God,  that  the  pofterity  of  their  enemies 
and  perfecutors,  who  contemned  them,  fhall  yield  to 
them  the  moft  profound  fubmilSon.  The  &tbers» 
who  had  oppofed,  oppreifed,  and  defpifed  the  people' 
of  God,  having  gone  to  their  place,  and  many  of  theqfi 
having  been  cut  Qff  by  Divine  judgments,  their  chil- 
dren, convinced  by  fatisfying  proofs  that  the  right* 
eotts  are  the  objeds  of  the  Divine  favour,  the  (anftuary 
of  God,  and  the  blefled  of  the  Lord,  fhall  come  and 
pay  them  humble  obeifance.  Of  all  perfons,  they  were 
the  moft  unlikely  to  have  ai^ed  in  this  manner. 
Having  imbibed  the  principles  of  their  fathers  in  early 
youth,  it  might  naturally  have  been  expected  that 
they  would  have  followed  their  example^  whereas 
this  prophecy  teaches,  that«  at  the  happy  period  to 
which  it  refers— 'Tib^  JbaU  come  bending  unto  thole 
who  were  detefted  and  periiecuted  by  their  progeni* 
tors.  TbeyJbaU  iaw  down  tbemfehes  at  tbefole^  oftby 
feet.  Tho(e  who  defpifed  the  fervants  of  the  Molt 
iligh^  as  the  filth  and  ofiscouring^of  all  things,  (hall 
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come,  acknowledging  with  humility  their  former  blind- 
nefsjprejudice,  and  ill*direded  furious  zeal.  Theyfliall 
approach  thee  with  profound  refped,  teftifying  their 
high  eileem  for  the  Church  of  God,  as  the  moft  ex- 
cellent fociety  on  the  earth,  truly  worthy  of  being 
honoured  and  revered. 

And  JbaU  call  tbee  tbe  dtf  of  the  Lord^  which  he 
hath  built  for  the  honour  of  his  majefty,  which  bears 
his  name,  which  he  hath  fortified  with  impregnable 
walls  and  bulwarks,  beautified  with  the  graces  of  hia 
Spirit,  repleni(hed  with  theblefiings  of  hisgoodnefs.and 
felicitated  with  his  gracious  prefence — tbe  city  where« 
in  refide  the  peculiar  people  of  God,  his  chofen,  called, 
and  faithful,  who  are  the  beloved  of  the  Lord,  on 
whom  his  eyes  suid  his  heart  are  continually  fixed^ 
and  that  he  efteems  above  all  the  kidgdoms  and  em- 
pires of  the  the  world.-^T^  Zion  qf  the  bofy  One  of 
Ifrael.  The  illuftrious  monument  he  hath  ered«d  to 
difplay  his  holinefs  and  glory,  and  which  he  bath  for- 
nifhed  with  every  thing  requifite  for  the  purification 
and  refrefliment  of  the  upright  among  men. — ^The 
place  from  whence  grace  and  falvation  proceeds. 
Wherein  the  Lord  God  delights  to  dweU,  wherein  he 
tnanifells  himfelf  to  be  the  holy  One,  who  admits 
his  people  to  intimate  intercourfe  with  him,  and 
conters  on  them  the  choiceft  privileges  and  benefits. 

15.  Whereas  thou  haft  been  foriaken  and 
hated,  fo  that  no  man  went  through  tbee^  I  will 
make  thee  an  eternal  excellency,  a  joy  of  many 
generations, 

A  happy  change  is  foretold  to  take  julace  in  the 
circumilances  of  the  Church,  in  confequence  of  the 
fulfilment  of  the  preceding  pfedidtions,— The  Lord 
God,  provoked  by  the  fins  of  his  people^  hath  6fteti 
feemed  to  forfake  them,  when  he  hath  withdrawn  froiii 
them  the  fruits  of  his  former  loving  kindnefs,  whete<» 
by  they  have  been  invigorated  and  felaced,  and  per- 
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niitted  them  in  defpondetlcy  to  bewail  their  forlorn 
condition.  Often  have  they  been  deferted  and  hated 
by  the  men  of  the  world,  who  aA  upoii  principle^i 
and  with  views  diametrically  oppoSte  to  thofe  where- 
by they  are  influenced.  Thofe  who  hate  the  Lord 
and  Saviour  have  been  always  ready  to  caft  upoti 
the  afflicted  followers  of  Jefus  Chrift  fome  portion  of 
that  reproach  and  contempt,  which  they  poured 
plentifully  on  their  Divine  mafter.  The  language  of 
fuch  people  bath  been,  God  hath  forfaken  them,  let  ui 
perfeeute  and  take  them.  Hence  the  earned  prayer 
and  mournful  complaint  of  theChurchof  old,recorded 
Pfalm»  cxxiii.  3,  4.     *  Have  mercy  upon  us,  O  Lord^ 

*  have  mercy  upon  us ;  for  we  are  exceedingly  filled 
^  with  contempt.    Our  foul  is  exceedingly  filled  with 

*  the  fcorning  of  thofe  that  are  at  eafe>  and  with  th^ 
'  contempt  of  the  proud.*  Such  treatment  the  fer- 
vanta  of  God  have  frequently  experienced  from  their 
adverfaries,  according  to  the  true  .proverb,  which 
jaith,  '  He  that  is  upright  in  the  way,  is  abomination 

*  to  the  wicked  *.'  When  in  this  degraded,  defpifed 
condition — No  man  went  tbrtm^b  tbee.  Very  fevir 
entered  into  the  Church,  admiring  the  fintmefs  of  th6 
foundation ,  whereon  they  were  built,  the  precious 
immunities  which  they  enjoyed,  their  cheerful  fub« 
jedion  to  God,  their  intimate  coAiledion  with  hi$ 
bleiled  Son»:  and  the  mighty  influence  of  his  Holy 
Spirit,  whereby  they  were  ftrengthened  and  com- 
forted. 

IwUl  make  thee  an  eternal  exceUenJcy.  I  Will  eicalt 
thee  to  fuch  diftinguilhed  eminence,  and  to  fuch  high 
degrees  of  profperity  and  glory,  that  thou  (halt  be* 
come  the  objed  of  delightful  admiration.  1  will 
render  thy  citizens  righteous^  aiid,  by  confequence, 
more  excellent  than  their  neighbours.  I  will  make 
them  partakers  of  the  Divine  nature,  1  will  form  them 
into  my  reiemblance,  I  will  adorn  them  with  the 
graces  of  my  Spirit,  I  will  enrich  them  with  the  moft 
fubftantial  bleffings,  and  felicitate  them  with  the 
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Ughl  of  my  cqqntenance^  and  tbAt  peace  whidb  pa£» 
feth  underftftnding.  1  will  introduce  them  into  glo* 
rioiii  liberty^  and  aSbrdthei^fi  aU  neceflary  dired^oa» 
effi(iai)ce^  and  protedkvn,  and  confer  upon  theai  tbofc 
ineftiniable  beoefit6,i  requifit^  to  poflefii  them  of  real 
worth  and  unriival^d  digiuty«  to  render  them  truly 
excellent,  gkmous,  and  pomefy.  Thh  eKcellence 
ihaU  sot  fade  and  decay  aftcfr  a  fliort  period,  like 
that  of  worldly  thingt.  but  it  (bell  be  permanent^  and 
continue  throughoot  all  age$ )  U  (ball  eoC  be  fullied 
or  ob&uredi  but;  like  the  light  of  the  fun,  it  AdaU  ap« 
pear  with  incre^fisHg  fpkmlor,  i«ntil  it  arrive  at  per^ 
fe£lion.-»-^j^  qf  mmf  generaiioni.  The  Lord  God 
will  create  thee  a  joy,  be  wiU  fave.be  wiU  rejoice  over 
thee  with  joy,  be  will  reft  k>.  his  love,  be  witt  joy 
over  thee  with  finging*..  Thpu,  in  leiitfii,  Aialt 
greatly  r^ce  in  the  Lord,  Hi  iby  intinate  reiatioa 
to  him,  in  the  benefits  aod  prerogatif  0$  wherewith 
^e  hath  bleffed  (hee,.  and  in  the  [^eafi^g  proipeA  of 
their  coottnuence  and  perpetuity.  Thou  (halt  b< 
the  joy  of  the  whole  earth,,  who  (hall  behold  thee 
walking  in  the  truth,  and  glorifykig  Ood  by  tby 
fubjedUoo  to  the  g^pel  of  Uhrift.  Nor  fliaU  thii 
joy  be  tranfient  and  of  (hoct  duration }  il  (hall  bt 
perpetuated  through  a  fuccelfioiKi  of  a|^»  and  thou 
Ihalt  be  to  sue  a  name  of  joy,  a  praife^  and  aa  honour 
before  all  the  nationa  of  the  earth,  wbic;b  ihall  heal 
all  the  good  that  i  do  unto  tbieef , 

i6.  Thou  ikak  alio  fuck  the  tmlk  of  the 
C^atitea,  and  (ba^t  fwk  the  breaft  of  kinss 
snd  thou  Ihak  know  that  1  the  Lord  am  thy 
faviour  and  thy  rcdeemer,^  the'  mighty  one  of 
Jacob. 

The  princes  and  the  nations  of  the  earth  (ball  em? 
ploy  their  power  and  rkhes  for  the  fupport  and  bene- 
fit of  the  people  of  Cod*^    Tbefe  figurative  expitf* 
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0of)s,  which  require  not  to  be  minutely  explaioed, 
fufficiently  intimate,  that  the  wealth  and  ftrength  aC 
both  potentates  and  their  fubjeds  fhall  be  conveve4 
into  the  Church— that  by  means  of  the  laws,  edids. 
and  interpofitiofi^  of  rakrs,  and  the  conftitutions  or 
their  governments,  the  profperity  of  the  kingdom  of 
God  ftill  be  advancai-*««that  thefe  things  Hiat!  con- 
tribute,  through  the  Dtiine  blefiing,  to  the  good  of 
the  Church,  and  fertit  as  effet^uaUy  to  promote  theiY 
interefts  as  milk  conduces  to  the  nourifhment  and 
health  of  the  child*  From  the  mod  honourable  per« 
ibnages,  and  nations  of  tb«  gteateft  celebrity,  who 
ibail  reckon  it  their  happinefs  to  minifter  to  their 
neceffities,  they  (hall  derire,  in  various  refpedb, 
growth,  cftabliAment,  and  comfort.  This,  if  I  Tnif^ 
take  not,  is  the  import  of  th^  prediftion  tbat  now  fies 
before  us.      . 

AidtbmfiHdi  know  tbsU  I  the  JLord  am  tby  Savbur'^ 
wfao  defendfs  thee  from  innuniefabie  evils  to  which 
thou  art  expofed,  who  delivers  thee  from  many  pow« 
erfal  enemies,  and  who  exalts  thee  to  fafety,  happi- 
nefs, and  honoau^^jAid  thy  RtScenier,  who,  in  confe* 
quemoe  of  a  great  ranfom,  hath  redeemed  thee  from 
inkittiCy,  fervitude,  and  m^ery,  and  reftored  thee  to 
liolmefs,  to  liberty,  and  glory .-^Tfo  n^hty  Mt  of 
Jaeei^  who,  by  my  omnipotent  arm,  t^ti  do  all 
thfiiga  lequifite  to  fecure  thy  Welfinre,  to  advance 
and  perpetuate  thy  profperfty  and  felidky.— Theft 
cndeaiiog  charaAers,  tbele  cocnfottable  truths,  thou 
flndt  know  by  the  awful  judgments  iiHlliAed  on  your 
enemies,  and  the  diftingui&ing  favours  you  enjoy. 
This  acquaintaoce  with  thele  chareftefs  Aall  power. 
fuUy  opecane '  on  your  hearts  and  Jives,  and  difpoft 
jaa  to  he&ikeii  to  my  voice,  to  attend  i;o  my  worihip, 
and  to  obey  my  precepts.  AfiUred  of  my  faithfid-^ 
ne&  in  txiy  promifes,  of  the  wifdom  and  goodnds  of 
my  difpeniations,  you  fhall  fear,  and  love,  and  ferve 
me  with  idacrity  and  dehghc,  as  a  proper  return  iax 
ik^  kiiidqe^e»  jrou  ittceiv^, 

17.  Yox 
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17.  For  brafs  I  will  bnng  gold,  and  for 
iron  I  will  bring  filver,  and  for  wood  brafs, 
and  for  (lone^  iron :  I  will  alfo  make  thy  ofE- 
cers  peace,  and  thine  exadors  righteouihefsii 

Another  fubllantial  benefit  is  pronoifed  to  be  con* 
ferrecl  upon  the  Church,  whereby  their  condition 
ihall  be  changed  greatly  for  the  better.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  wealth  of  the  nations  being  transferred 
into  th^  kingdom  of  God  our  Saviour,  a  large  accef- 
fion  (hall  be  tnade  to  the  opulence  of  its  citizens, 
who  {ball  enjoy  abundance  of  ail  the  good  things  of 
this  prefent  life.  But  the  foretold  happy  alteration 
relates  chiefly,  if  not  altogether,  to  the  change  that 
(hall  take  place  in  the  fpiritual  ftate  of  the  people  of 
God.— The  ancient  poets  defcribed  the  different  pe« 
riods  into  which  they  diftributed  the  eidftence  of  the 
world,  by  the  name^  of  the  four  metals  that  are  here 
^nentioned.  / 

And  in  Scripture,  the  four  great  empires  which 
fucce^vely  arofe  in  the  world  were  repirefented  by 
gold,  fily^r,  brafs,  and  iron,  in  the  book  of  Daniel  *. 
In  the  predidiion  now  to  be  confidered,  the  extenfive 
change'  that  (hall  take  place  in  tbe  Church  of  God  is 
depide^l  under  the  fame  beautiful  images,  which 
feem  intended  to  %nify— That  inftead  of  thofe  things 
of  inferior  Qualily  ^nd  value,,  which  in  former  times 
were  common,  j[hs(ll  be  introduced  thofe  of  much  fu« 

!)erior  worth  and  ex^ellence«---Tha|c  in  room  of  per- 
bns  of  lefs  importance  and  ufefqhiefs,  0iall  arife  thofe 
who  Ihall  be  niore  eftimable,  and  of  greater  celebrity 
and  utility-7-That  thofe  endow  ments,  which  are  fplen* 
did  and  Ihining  as  brafs,  (hall  be  e:(cbanged  for  fucbas 
are  truly  precious  and  glorious  like  goldr— That  in  place 
of  thofe  gifts  and  bentfits,  which  were  of  little  intrio- 
j^c  worth,  (hall  be  fubftituted  luch  as  are  truly  beaa* 
tiiul  and  adiiiirable.  Ihe  alterations  that  (hall  be 
iuaUc  ill  tiie  Church,  in  every  inftance,  ihall  l>e  for 

the 
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the  better.  The  Lord  God  ihall  replenifli  and  adorn 
the  me^nbers  of  his  family  with  extenfive  knowledge 
of  facred  truths,  with  acute  difcernment  of  their  im? 
port^  with  precious  faith,  with  the  beauties  of  holi« 
nefs,  and  their  concomitant  virtues.  .  They  ihall 
abound  in  works  of  piety  and  charity,  in  which  they 
iliall  arrive  at  greater  degrees  of  excellence  and  per- 
fedion  than  had  hitherto  been  attained.  In  confe* 
quence  whereof,  they  Ihall  poflefs  larger  meafures  of 
thofe.ineftimable  graces  and  virtues^  which  enrich  the  • 
Church  of  God,  than  had  ever  been  enjoyed  in  for^ 
mer  times,  and  that  fliall  then  (hiqe  forth  with  une- 
qualled fplendor  and  brilliancy. 

I  will  make  tby  officers  peace^  8tc.  ^Peaceable,  equi- 
table men,  are  foretold  to  bear  office  in  the  Church. 
The  officers  that  preiide  over  the  city  of  God  are 
fuch  as  bifliops  and  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  that  the 
Holy  Ghoft  hath  made  overfeers ;  to  whom  Jefu^ 
Chrift  hath  committed  the  word  of  reconciliation^ 
the  infpedion  of  his  flock,  and  the  difpenfation  of 
his  ordinances ;  to  whom  he  hath  given  comntiand- 
ment  to  watch  for  fouls,  and  to  walk  with  him  in 
truth  and  equity.— 7Ay  exaShrs^  may  fignify  the 
chief  men  of  di/linguifhed  em'mence,  who  hold  offices 
in  the  Church  or  in  the  fiate,  whole  bufinefs  is  to 
infped  the  people,  to  colled  taxes,  and  to  remind  them 
to  give  unto  God  the  things  that  are  God's,  and  to 
man  the  things  that  are  man's. — Tbefe  officers JbaU  he 
^ace.  In  this  mannner  the  Hebrew  language  em^ 
phatically .  exprefles  by  the  fubftantive  where  we 
commonly  ufe  the  adjedive.  They  ihall  be  men 
admirably  adapted  to  fill  the  ftation  they  occupy^ 
pofleffing  a  meek^  humble,  -  difpofition,  remarkable 
for  moderation  and  equity,  at  peace  with  God, 
foUowing  the  things  that  make  for  peace,  whereby 
one  may  edify  another,  and  as  much  as  in  them  lies 
livtfig  peaceably  with  all  men.  They  (hall  be  men  of 
unblemifhed  integrity^  uprigbtnefs,  and  equity,  avoid- 
ing, in  the  adminiftration  of  their  fundions,  rigour  and 
llrife,  contention  and  oppreffion.  or  laying  burdens 
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on  thei^  farethcen,  which  nekhdr  they  fior  their  fktben 
were  able  to  bear.  As  becometh  the  fenrants  of 
God,  they  (hall  be  gentle  unto  all  men*  apt  to  teachi 
patient,  in  meekncfs  inftruding  thofe  that  oppoft 
tbemfeUes  *•  Firmly  attached,  by  principle  and 
pradice,  to  the  interefti  of  righteoikbeft,  they  (hall 
exhibit  a  ftriking  contradft  to  thvwatchmen  meotbiH 
ad  in  the  fifty- fixth  chapter  of  this  prophecy. 

i%.  yiolence  fliali  no  more  be  heard  in  thy 
land,  wafting  nor  dedrudion  withm  thy  bor- 
ders; but  thou  (halt  caU  thy  walb  falvationi 
and  thy  gates  praife. 

A  third  benefit^to  be  enjoyed  by  the  Church,  at  th( 
time  to  which  this  prophecy  refeia,  is  freedom  from  ra« 
pine  and  injury,  with  internal  and  external  tranquillity, 
They  (hall  not  be  difturbed  by  fraud  or  oppreffioOi 
nor  be  forcibly  deprived  of  their  property  and  priri^ 
•leges.  Princes  Ihall  not  encroach  op  their  valuabk 
rightfit  tninifters  of  the  gofpel  (hall  not  tmpoie  upoa 
them  wrong  interpretations  of  the  Scriptures^  men  of 
opulence,  po(reffing  power,  (hall  not  di(tie(s  the  weak, 
or  hurt  the  indigent^  enemies  (hail  not  moleft  or  afflid 
them.  There  Ihail  be  no  juft  gmund  for  compbuntt 
of  fuch  iniquitous  pradicei ;  all  clamours,  on  fuck 
accounts,  Oiall  be  completely  (Uenced.  Goodotfi^ 
righteoufneis,  and  benevolence,  (hall  univetfally  pri^ 
vail,  whilft  the  oppofite  lins,  as  alhamed,  fliall  hide 
their  face.  I'his  (enuoient,  on  which  it  is  uoo^eeU 
ffiry  to  dilate,  is  illoftrated  in  the  feUowiog  wofds^«** 
fVqfiiiV  Mr  d^lruSlkm  wtimt  thy  borders.  £ven  Uir 
inoft  reo)ote  places  mbabited  by  the  peojflk  of  God 
tfhall  be  exempted  fr^m  thofe  caiaiititiet,  wUdh  teiw 
minate  in  defolation  and  ruku  They  fliaU  not  otilf 
be  fiee  from  fuch  evik  and  mifcfses^  but  they  ibil 
enjoy  complete  la£ety,  peace,  »nd  oraifoit. 
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BiU  tbou  fbok  caR  tby  waSi  fahathn.  Contemplate 
ing  thy  happy  fituation,  th^  (hall  triumph  in  th^ 
protedion  of  the  Almighty^  who  is  thy  refuge  and 
thy  defence.  Thy  walU,  whereby  thou  art  inctofed 
and  ptotedted,  within  which  thou  enjoyed  perfeA 
fafety  and  the  moft  precious  immunitiea,  thall  be  difi^ 
tinguifhed  and  known  by  the  name  of  Saha^ion  ;  be« 
caufe  no  enemy  can  deilroy  them»  and  they  (ball 
cflfeAoaily  repel  erery  hoftile  attack  that  can  be 
made  upon  them.  Jehovah  himfelf  having  become 
thy  ftrength  and  falvation,  and  being  not  only  tht 
glory  in  the  midft  of  thee,  but  a  wall  of  fire  round 
about*  thou  art  placed  in  a  ftate  of  perfeA  fecurity,  and 
thou  mayeft  bcMly  fay,  the  God  ^  of  my  mercy  19  tht 
God  of  my  defence  ^.-^.^id  tby  ga^s  fraife.  Thy 
gates,  where  thy  imporunt  intereftsare  deliberated  up^ 
on  and  decided,  and  by  which  perfone  are  admitted  to 
the  enjojrment  of  the  glorious  privileges  belonging  XA 
the  citiaena  of  Zion,  (hall  be  highly  celebrated  and 
applauded.  Though,  in  dark  and  cloudy  days,  th€ 
way  of  acce£i  into  your  community  was  often  com-^ 
plained  of,  as  narrow  and  troablefome,  at  the  ap« 
proachtng  period  of  the  Church's  profperity  it  (hall 
be  commended  and  extolled,  as  admirably  adapted  to 
ierve  the  purpofes  for  which  it  is  intended.  Then 
thofe  who  obtain  admiffion  into  the  courts  ^  the 
Lord's  houfe  (hall  unite  in  prai(ing  him  for  his  great 
and  manifold  mercies,  who  hath  blefled  them  with 
fiich  a  goodly  heritage. 

19.  The  fun  fhall  be  no  more  thy  light  by 
day,  neither  for  brightnefs  (hall  the  moon  give 
light  unto  thee :  but  the  Lord  ihali  be  unto 
thee  an  everlalUng  lights  and  thy  God  thy 
glory.. 

In  thefe  fublime  and  beautiful  expre(Bons,  the 
Church  is  affured  of  the  perpetual  enjoyment  of  lu^ 

^  mtnous 
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minous  dfplays  of  the  JWvmc  glory,  whereby  they 
fliall  be  enlightened' aD(l  delighted.  The  predidion 
is  not  deligned  td  intima^te,  that,  at  the  period  referred 
to,  the  courfe  of  nature  fhall  be  changed,  and  that 
there  (hall  not  then  be  any  need  for  the  krmin^ies 
of  heaven,  to  give  light  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth. 
The  date  of  grace  neither  diflurbs  nor  changes  the 
order  which  God  hath  eftabli(hed  in  the  works  of 
nature,  that  ihall  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
This  prophecy,  which  cannot  be  explained,  confift* 
cntly  with  truth,  in  the  literal,  muft  be  udderftood 
in  the  figurative  fenfe  of  the  words.  In  this  view  it 
imports,  that  fuch  fhall  be  the  happ^  flouriifaing  ftate 
of  the  Church  of  God,  that  their  fpiritual  fplendor 
and  glory  (ball  greally  furpafs  the  light  emitted  by 
the  brighteft  celeilial  orbs ;  that  they  (hall  (bine  forth 
before  men  with  a  radiance  and  brilliancy  fuperior 
to  the  fun  and  the  moon  in  the  firmament  of  heaven. 
It  denotes,  that  their  fpoitual  luftre,  beauty,  and 
inajefty,  ihall  exceed  every  other  glory,  and  (hall 
eclipfe  the  moft  admirable,  magnificent  lights,  that 
adorn  the  univerfe.  Their  felicity  not  depending,  like 
worldly  things,  upon  natural  caufes,  but  proceeding 
from  Jehovah,  ihall  be  abundant,  unremitting,  and 
perpetual.  In  conftquence  whereof  they  fhall  greatly 
rejoice  in  the  incomparable,  fteady  light  wherewith 
they  are  favoured  from  on  high. 

But  the  LordJbaU  be  urUo  tbce  an  everlaftif^  ^bt. 
Cod,  who  is  light,  and  dwelleth  in  light,  who  caufeth 
light  to  arife  on  his  people  when  fitting  in  darknels^-* 
this  God  fhall  be  thy  light,  he  ihall  impart  *to  thee 
plentiful  fupplies  of  knowledge,  holinefs,  and  confo^ 
lation  ;  by  his  providence  he  ihall  advance  thee  to 
the  enjoyment  of  all  manner  of  profperity  ;  and  by 
^is  Spirit  he  fhall  fo  enlighten  and  fandify^thee,  that 
thou  flialt  have  abundant  matter  of  joy  and  gladnefs* 
In  his  light  fhalt  thou  fee  objedb  in  their  true  colours, 
thou  ihatt  difcover  the  deceitfulnefs  of  firi,  the  de- 
vices of  Satan,  cjfse  vanity  of  this  prefent  vebrld,  the 
purity  of  the  Divine  law,  the  beauties  of  holinefs,  the 

•     •  excellency 
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excellency  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  glo^y  of  the  falva- 
tion  of  Jefus  Chrift.  In  his  light  thoii  (hak  walk 
with  God  in  the  path  of  life ;  thou  Ihalt  work  cli^ 
works  of  God,  and  condud  thyfelf  ttablameablj  ih 
every  condition.  Thou  (halt  be  cheered  and  re- 
freflied  by  the  light  of  his  countenance,  which  ihall 
enhance  the  yalue  of  every  blelfiug,  and  animate  thee 
to  the  faithful  performance  of  every  part  of  duty.*^ 
This  light  Ihall  be  everlafting ;  it  (hall  be  imparted 
without  interruption,  and  without  end.  The  light 
conveyed  to  the  natural  world  by  the  fun  and  the 
moon  is  continually  varying,  it  is  eithe^r  increa(ing 
or  dimini(hing;  whereas  the  light  which  the  Lord  God 
fhall  impart  to  his  people,  whereby  they  will  be  feli- 
citated and  comforted,  (hall  be  couftant  and  ever- 
lafting. 

And  thy  God  tly  ghry.    Thy  God,  who  bath  chofeo 

thee  for  his  peculiar  treafure,  and  (et  thee  apart  for 

himfelf  as  the  lot  of  his  inheritance,  to,  whom  thou 

art  devoted  as  thy  Saviour  and  Lord,  and  iii  whom 

thou  art  nearly  interefted — this  thy  own  God  (hall  be 

thy.  gloty.    This  a(rurance  includes  all  tliat  is  valu^ 

abk  and  excellent,  eveiy  thing  pleafant  and  defirab^e^ 

requifite  to  the  enjoyment  of  true  happinefs.     In 

God  thou  (halt  find  all  that  is  g^x>d,  without  the  lealft 

mixture  of.  evil,  holiaefs  without  blemi(h,  righteouf* 

nefs  without  partiality,  ftrength  unimpaired  by  weak- 

jieis,  truth  unfullied  by  error  and  deceit,  love  furpaf* 

fing  aU  parallel,  light  unclouded  b^  darkne(s,  beauty 

perfedly  free  from  the  leaft  derormity,  fulnefs  of 

bleifings  without  any  deficiency.    In  this  God  thou 

ihalt  glory,  as  the  rich  donor  of  all  the  benefits  and 

privileges  you  poire(5,  as  the  inexhauftible  fountain 

from  whence  proceed  all  the  fubftantial  favours  you 

receive.   He  (hall  be  the  objed  of  thy  higheft  efteem, 

of  thy  fupreme  afiedlion,  and  ardent  gratitude.    In 

his  perfedions,  his  providence,  his  favour,  and  felva* 

tion,  thou  (halt  rejoice  and  triumph,  with  the  king 

of  iTrael,  *  in  God  is  my  defence  and  my  glory,  the 

'  rock  of  my  ftrength ;  and  my  refuge  is  ih  God  *.' 

Vol.  IV.  3  B  ao.  Thy 

*  PfiJ.  Ixii.  7. 
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2a  Tby  fun  {ball  na  more  go  down,  nei* 
tktr  (ball  thy  moon  ^ithxlraw  itfi^lf :  for  the 
Lord  fkail  be  thine  e^erhAmg  tight,  and  the 
days  of  thy  nM>uming  £tnt\l  be  cnded^ 

The  fpirltual  ptofperity  and  confdations  of  th* 
Church  fliall  be  unhitcrrdptcd  and  perpettial. — ^The 
Lord  Jefus  Chrlft,  who  is  emprhktically  denominated 
the  JJun  of  Rlghteou0ieft,  who  ehlightens,  quickens, 
conduAs^  and  comforts  his  people,  fhall  flime  upoA 
them  with  unreroittmg  l^lendor  and  gloiy.  Thcjr 
fhall  no  more  be  involred  in  obicurity  and  darknefs, 
from  tirte  to  time,  as  in  former  periods.  Tht>fe  who 
derive  Divine  Jight  from  him  to  comtftditicate  to  the 
Church,  (hall  not  updergp  fuch  changes  as  they  for- 
imcriy  experienced,,  but  (hall  uniformly  yfeW  a  ftcady 
light  to  thofe  who  look  to  them  ftft  4ite6lion  anil 
comfort. .  The  light  of  the  gbriolis  ^l)pnel  of  the  Son 
bf  God,  Whlfch  hr  excels  the  moft  vrf^aWe  created 
comforts/ ftiafl  coh(lantlj  ilhitnTnate  tfe  ihliabifemts 
bf  Zion,  who  (hajl  he  thereby  rc^flfred  and  feteced. 
lo  confequence  wherwf,  their  happiriefi-llwfl  not 
ftjffer  fuch  diminutions  ot^  trfce^aiiofis  as  tbrmeiiy  had 
taken  plac<  nor  be  fecfceeded  by  intervals  ofigno- 
rdnce,  vice,  or  perfecutrofi.  H  (hall  not  ^  be  cftcC' 
quired  by\advernt)(J  nor  be  Hahle  to  ftich  Variations 
as  happen  irt  ttie  '  appearance  of  the*  mooii.  The 
^otAs  of  the  prophet  Zecbariah  arc  of  the  f^ttm  im- 
toort  ♦  where  he  foretels,  *  It  fhall  be  one  day,  ti?btck 
^  fhall  be  knowri  to  the  Lord,  not  day  nor  night/ 
I'he  viciffitudes  of  light  and  datknef^  fhall  not  theti 
he  experieiiced.  And  in  the  very  ftiWKftie  iigorative 
defcriptibn  that  the  apoftle  John  gives  of  the  New 
terufalem,  in  the  bt)ok  of  Revelation,  hefcems  plainly 
TO  allude  to  the  pred;6lion  before  us  +.     And  the  city 

*  had  no  need  of  the  fun,  fteitherof  the  moon  to  flime 

*  in  it,  for' the  gloty  of  God  did  Irghlen  it,  and  the 

*  JUmb  is  thfe  light  thereof.^- 

'  m 

^  Cbtp«  sin  7*  "f  Chap.  xxL  zp 
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Aftd  tbe  dayt  tfthj  immndng  fiaUhe  ended.  In  tfa* 
prefent  ftate  of  things,  the  fervantt  of  God  are  ftv«» 
quently  cafled  00  lament  over  prerailing  iniquities^ 
innpending  dangers,  and  great  calamities.  AC  the 
time,  howerer,  whereof  our  prophet  fpeaks,  die  fcene 
ihaM  be  changed,  thefe  days  (hail  come  to  a  period, 
the  caiifes  of  public  foriow  {haU  ctafeto  operate. 
Confiftently  mth  the  fidfilment  of  this  pcediiStioni 
we  may  fuppofe  that  private  fouroes  of  grief,  though 
not  dried  up,  yet  fhall  be  gieatly  moderated  by  kind 
providence.  The  lervunts  of  God,  walking  in  the 
light  of  hia  countenaiACe,  and  favoured  with  the 
comforts  of  his  Spirit,  ftmll  rejoice  in  his  gracious  ad« 
minifiration,  and  cordially  acquicfce  in  his  di^enfa^ 
tions,  fiffured  that  the  wils  which  befal  them,  Ihatt 
he  tempered  uith  great  mercies.  The  long  dark 
night  of  the  Church'a  afikftioo  b^ing  pad,  a  glorious 
day  of  prtffperity  (ball  commence,  wheiein  his  pecu* 
liar  people,  forgetting  their  forrowa,  ihali  unite  in 
graeefiil  praifes  to  tSht  Lord  God  omnipotent,  who 
hath  glorified  himfelf  in  ifrael.  Then  Ihall  they  be 
gtad  according  to  the  days  wherein  they  have  been 
afiided,  and  the  years  whecein  they  have  feen  evil ; 
his  work  (hall  appear  unto  his  fervants,  and  his  glory 
unto  their* dnklven ;  and  the  beauty  of  the  Xiord  our 
God  (hall  be  upon  them,  &c.  ^^ 

a  I.  Thy  people  ?X{o  JbaJl  be  all  righteous; 
they  fhall  Inherit  the  land  for  ever,  the  branch 
^i  my  plantin^i  the  w\>rl:  of  my  hanUSt  that  I 
may  be  glorifiecU 

The  charader  of  the  citizens  oFZiop,  who  (hall  be 
blelTed  with  the  above-mentioned  excellent  preroga* 
tives,  is  here  fpecified.  They  (hall  claicn  the  defig- 
nation  of  righteous,  in  confequence  of  their  intereft  in 

Jefus 
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Jefui  Chrift  and  his  righteoufnefs,  wbich  is  by  foith 
unto  all,  and  upon  all  them  that  believe  *.  In  their 
9poftate  ftate  there  was  none  of  them  righteous ;  by 
the  deeds  of  the  law  (ball  no  flelb  be  juilified^  for  if 
righteoufnefs  came  by  the  law,  Chrift  died  in  vain. 
This  charader  they  (hall  attain  by  lively  faith  in 
the  Lord  our  Righteoufnefs,  a  faith  which  purifi^  the 
heart,  and  produces  good  works ; ,  and  by  means 
whereof  all  the  benefits  refulting  from  his  mediation 
becomft  their  portion.  To  them  this  chacader  ihall 
belong,  who  are  renewed  in  righteoufnefs  and  true 
holinefs  by  the  Holy  Qhoft,  fo  as  their  under- 
Handings  are  enlightened,  their  fentiments  redificd^ 
their  palBons  fubdued,  and  th^ir  ways  direded  to 
keep  God-s  precepts.  By  confeqoenpee,  they  fliali 
abound  in  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  which  are  by 
Jefus  Chriil,  to  the  praife  and  glory  of  God ;  thus  (hall 
they  give  evidence  of  their  fubjedion  to  their  Lord 
9nd  i>aviour,  and  demonibate  that  they  are  indeed 
righte(!Kjs  b<sfore  God.-i*ifaiah  foreteU,  that  the  pco- 
pk  admitted  into  the  Church  (hall  be  all  righteous. 
The  exprelfiofi  muft  be  underd^od  not  ftridly,  but 
with  fome  limitation,  as  containing  a  general  trudi,  to 
which  there  ihall  not  be  many  exceptions.  Inftancea 
of  this  mode  of  interpretation  of  Scripture  feem  to.be 
fully  authorifed  by  the  infpired  writers  of  tbc^  New 
Teftament.  The  apoAle  Peter  faid  to  the  rtieo  of 
Judea  ^j-,  *  The  promife  is  unto  vpu  and«toyour 
'  children,  anid  to  all  tlu^t  are  afar  on.*  Tb^fe  words 
he  thus  explains  and  paraphrafes :  *  Even  as  many  as 
<  the  Lord  our  Qod  fhall  cMl.)  Thofe  wlbo  IbaU  be 
admitted  into  the  Church  of  the  Uvihg.God,  at  the 
time  referred  to,  (hall  be  actually  renewed  and  fandi^ 
fied;or,  according  to  the  law  qfxrharity,  they  (hall  .be 
coDfidered  as  poueiEng  this  character,  though  there 
may  be  among  them  unknown  (inners  and  hypo- 
crites. The  happy  Lciety  (liall  be  compofed' aloMft 
wholly  of  upright  men,  who  A>all  dwell  in 'God's  ^re- 
fenc^,  concerning  whom  it  is  foretold 

♦  Rom.  liL  22.  +  Afts  ii.  30. 
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TbeyJbaU  wberk  the  land  for  ever^  not  thi  land  of 
Canaan,  which  is  not  appropriated  to  the  pofieffioir 
of  the  Church  under  the  New  Teftament;  nor  the 
heavenly  inheritance,  which  is  not  enjoyed  in  this 
prefent  life.  It  may  rather  denote  thofe  places  of 
the  earth,  and  that  portion  of  the  good  things  of  this 
world,  which  are  affigned  to  them  by  the  fupreme 
Lord  of  all.  The  tenure  whereby  they  (hall  hold 
the  pofielBon  of  thefe  benefits,  is  of  all  others  the 
moft  free  and  unmerited,  the  moft  certain  and  fe« 
cure,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  moft  honourable  and 
comfortable.  This  agreeable  circumftance,  of  having 
the  undifturbed  enjoyment  of  the  bleffings  God 
conferred  upon  them,  (hall  contribute,  with  others^ 
to  augment  their  felicity.  They  (hall  have  an  un-* 
queftionable  right  to  pofleis  the  comforts  with  which 
Ibey  are  favoured,  and  they  (hall  tranfmit  them  to 
their  pofterity  as  their  inheritance.  On  thefe  ac« 
counts,  they  may  be  fiud  to  inherit  the  land  for 
ever. 

Tbe  branch  qf  my  plaraing.  The  word  branch  is 
ufed  in  fcripture  to  (ignify  not  only  the  bough  of  a 
tree,  but  is  one  of  the  defignations  given  to  Jefus 
Chrift  in  the  prophecies,  as  in  Zech.  iii.  8.  where  the 
prophet  foretold,  *  Behold  I  bring  forth  my  fervant 

*  the  Branch/  It  is  a  name  giyen  alfo  to  his  difciples  ; 
on  acconut  of  their  connexion  with  him,  their  refem* 
blance  to  him,  and  dependence  upon  him,  as  in  Joh^ 
XV.  5.  where  bur  Saviour  thus  addrefles  his  followers, 
'  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches.*  In  the  words 
under  confideration,  i  fuppofe  the  Church  is  intended 
by  the  branch  of  God*s  planting.  Every  one  that 
is  planted  by  Jehovah  is  broken  of  from  the  olive  tree, 
that  is  wild  by  nature,  and  graffed,  contrary  to  nature, 
into  the  *  good  olive  tree,  to  partake  of  its  root  and 

*  fatnefs  *.^  Each  of  them  is  planted  in  the  likenefs  of 
Cbrift's  death  and  refurreAion,  is  watered  by  the  dew 
of  his  bleffing,  is  proteded  by  the  care  of  his  provl* 
^lence;  and,  by  the  influences  of  the  Holy  bpirit,  is 

rendere^l 

^  R9a.  xL  17.  ttfef. 
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tendered  fyvMtil  in  h^RntVt  atid  tightMarhefs.  ^fivtry 

*  plant  (laif h  Jeflis  Gbrift)  wtjich  tny  hcsiwtfAy  Fathet 

*  hath  not  |)lanted,  Aiall  be  roo«ed  up  •  /  Thbfe  who 
are  merely  foraiaUfts  &nd  4)yf>ocfitiii  iAfheChuidi, 
that  Maintain  the  pM&fiion  of  godliAfers,  deftiitttte  of 
its  life  and  ))(iwert  i^^l  t\ithw  decay  afid  die,  or, 
being  offetided^  or  ddtdEteH,  flmll  te  exterminated 
fit)m  among  the  ftflfcb&d  in  Chrift  Jefils.  This  branch, 
whidi  God  f»latited  in  the  lieatbeti  world,  as  Kiael 
had  been  Ui  the  land  of  Canaan^  ia  alfo  faid  to  be^-* 
the  Wdrli  tf  bis  bmaii.  aVC  i»eti  are  the  ^rtork  cf 
Chk1*s  handt,  imarmttcti  ube  liafth  made  and  iafhioned 
them,  and  b#eatl»sd  into  tfcem  .cbe.l>reath  of  life. 
His  people  are  in  a  peimliar  ttianner  the  work  of  bis 
hands^  becauib  creitted  by  liifti  amew  in  Chrifft  Jefui 
unto  good  imrks.  He  reOiief  the  diforders  tbat  fin 
hath  introduced  Into  iiheir  conftitution,  be  gives  to 
them  xv^fi  iieiirts,  he  forms  ihem  ^ter  hti  own  image; 
and,  in  due  rime,  he  whole  Wotk  is.perfeift,  will  com^^ 
plete  what  he  now  begins,  to  th^  praife  of  his  own 
glory .•^!ri«r  /  may  be  ^ktifkd,  by  the  rich  displays 
of  tay  Pivtne  excellencies,  exhibited  in  the  renova- 
tion, eftafblilhment,  and  pcofperity  of  the  fofajedsof 
my  kingdom,  and  -by  tjhdr  good  wodcs,  tbat  mea 
Ihali  befapld  «i  the  day  of 


22.  A  little  tmte  Iball  become  a  tfaoufand» 
bnd  a  fniall  otie  a  ftrong  nation :  I  the  Lord 
\vill  haften  it  in  his  time. 


This  pimbetic  difoourfe  oonclttdes  with 
the.imintoK  incieafeof  tikditihabitants  of  Zaon^atthe 
time  to  whkh  tliefe  predtdtoas  refer.  1  he  Church 
badi  meritedi  at  diffeieoc  periods,  the  defignarion  of 
a  littk  and  finall  one.  How  ftnall  wak  tlits  ibdety 
when,  of  all  the  famiMes  of  the  eartii^  the  Lord  God 
knew  eoily  the  family  of  Abmham.     And  i^Ot 

....  whco 
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when  file  nahies  of  thofe  whereof  it  w&s  eonftitcrted 
were  only  one  hundred  and  twenty,  met  togetBet  in 
an  upper  room.  Befides^  how  delicate  hath  been 
their  (Huation,  which  hath  qflen  fefembled  that  of 
a  little  one,  whp  19  conftahtly  obnoxious  to  injury, 
and  alwajrs  in  need  of  inftni^ipn  ittd  proteAion^-^ 
The  Church,  that  hath  afliimed  this  mean  and  incon- 
fiderable  appearance,  (hall  be  exceedingly  multiplied, 
far  beyond  human  expedation. — A  little  (mejballbe^ 
come  a  tboufand,  &c.  Their  numbers  (hall  be  increafed 
as  the  fand  of  the  fea,  which  cannot  be  meafured 
or  counted.  They  (hall  flourifh  like  grafs  on  the 
earth ;  a  new  generation  (hall  ftill  be  fpringing  up, 
innumerable  as  the  blades  of  grafs  that  grow  in  the 
fields.  Great  numbers  of  all  nations,  kindreds,  and 
tongues,  (hall  come  under  the  fhadow  of  this  goodly 
cedar,  until  they  (hall  form  a  populous  and  powerful 
kingdom,  that  (hall  never  be  deftroyed.  If,  as  faith 
the  proverb  •,  in  the  multitude  of  people  is  the  king's 
honour — If  the  royal  robes,  the  chair  of  ftate,  the 
crown  of  majefty,  and  fceptre  of  authority,  do  not 
dignify  the  prince  as  doth  the  number  and  happinefs 
of  hisiiibjeds,  what  honour  and  glory  (hall  refult  to 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrid  from  the  prodigious  increafe, 
ftrength  and  (lability  of  his  willing  people!— -The 
prophecy  c*oncludes  with  thefe  fignificant  words, 

/  tbe  Lord  will  hqjlen  it  in  bis  time.  This  explicit 
aflurance  gives  the  ftrongeft  fecurity  for  the  accom- 
plUbtnent  of  the  above-mentioned  glorious  predidled 
events/  The  Lord  God,  who  doth  all  things  in  the 
mod  proper  feafon,  who  hath  caufes  and  means  at 
his  difpofal,  will  certainly  effed,  without  any  unne* 
cefiary  delay,  what  he  hath  promifed,  notwithftanding 
every  intervening  obftacle.  He  for  whom  all  things 
are  polfible,  will  not  fail  to  verify  his  faithful  word, 
nor  defer  to  execute  his  gracious  purpofes  in  the  time 
appointed  by  infinite  wifdom  and  love, — Mow  re- 
viving and  comfortable  the  profped !    Come,  Lord 

Jcfus, 

•   PrOT.  XIT.  2*. 
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Jeftts,  fulfil  thy  promifes*  anfwer  the  prajers  of  thy 
people,  haften  the  happy  period  thou  baft  taught  us 
to  expeid.  Let  the  glory  and  the  praifes  of  the  Lord 
our  God  fill  the  earth  throughout,  that  thy  fervants 
may  be  glad  and  rejoice,  and  give  honour  to  thee, 
who  liveth  and  reigneth,  with  the  Father,  and  the 
Holy  Qhoft,  one  God|  world  without  end.    Amen. 


FREU 


I  38s  ] 


PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 


ISAIAH  having  foretold  the  future  fortunes  of  tht 
Church  of  God,  from  the  period  wherein  he  exer- 
cifed  his  miniftry  to  the  end  of  time,  proceeds,  under 
Divine  condudt,  to  explain  and  illuminate  feme  im^ 
portant  fubjeds,  which  he  had  briefly  mentioned  in 
bb  former  difcourfes.  Thefe  illuftrations  and  ampli« 
iications,  as  we  fuppofe,  begin  here,  at  the  fourth 
fermon  contained  hi  the  fifth  part  of  thefe  prophecies. 
It  commences  with  the  introdudtion  of  .a  perfon  of 
diilinguifhed  eminence,  fent  by  Jehovah  to  announce 
good  tidings,  and  to  difpenfe  the  moft  important  be- 
nefits to  thofe  who  moft  needed  them,  ver.  1^*3."  ■■ 
It  then  copioufly  fets  forth  the  happy  confequences 
and  precious  benefits  which  were  to  refult  from  the 
un6lu)n  and  miniftry  of  this  great  Prophet,  ven  4—6; 
After  which  it  beautifully  delineates  the  glo- 
rious privileges  whereby  the  difciples  of  this  extraor- 
dinary teacher  were  to  be  honoured,  and  acknow* 
ledged  as  the  blefled  of  the  Lord,  ver.  7— ^9.— r 
The  chapter  concludes  with  ftrong  expreffions  of 
exultation  and  joy,  excited  in  the  Church  of  God  by 
the  ineftimable .  bleffings  with  which  they  were  feli- 
citated, and  the  pleafing  profpedts  opened  to  their 
view,  ver,  10, 11.      . 
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CHAP.   LXI. 

THE  fpirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me, 
becaufe  the  Lord  hath  anointed  me  to 
pncach  gpo4  tidings  un|x)  the  im^K  behadi 
ffint  nje  ^  b^qd  up  the  broJgeQ-^earted,  to 
proclaiffl  iitberty  to  the  captive,  giid  the 
opening  of  the  prilbn  to  them  that  are  boufld. 

The  iBuftrious  perfoil  here  brought  forward,  de- 
dares  the-  iniportant  defigns  of  his  •  un€lioii  and  mif- 
lion  mto  this  world.  Thefe  Words  being  applied  to 
hinifelf  byTefus  Cfarift,  the  promifed  Meffiah,  the 
great  Propfcet  of  the  Lord  '^  no  doubt  can  remaia 
that  they  refer  chiefly,  if  n<^  wholly  to  him,  tfaeogh 
they  might  primarily,  in  a  limited  fenfe,  have  rdped 
to  Ifaiah,  by  whom  they  were  written.  The  Lopd 
jefiis  opening  this  prophecy,  expounded  it  in  the 
fynagogue  at  Nazareth,  and  denionftrated  €hal  it  re- 
cei?ed  itsfuIQlmefjt  in  }\\m.''^'tbeSfirt$6ftbe  L$rdGod 
is  upon  me.  That  Spirit,  it^hb  is  a  hving,  powetftd,  in- 
telligent agent,  to  whom  is  afcribed  m  {Scripture 
thofe  name^^  perfetftions,  and  ^penfatiens,  vitk 
that  facred  honnrge  which  are  the  peculiar  rights  of 
][ehovafh,  and  td*  whofe  operations  aire  to  he  attributed 
the  moft'excellent  gifts  and  gfaces^^-^Tbis  Spirit  was 
upon  Jefus  Cfarift  from  his  nativity  j  from  his  child- 
hood  he  waxed  ftroog  in  Spirit,  and,  frofn  Che  tine 
he  entered  upon  his  public  miniftry,  he  was  full  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  At  his  baptifm,  before  he  began  to 
a,dl  in  his  official  charader,  he  received  that  undion, 
which  was  attended  with  a  vifible  fign  and  audible 
voice  from  heaven,  which  was  the  feal  the  Lord  God 
affiled  to  the  commifliqn  given  hint),  to  execute  the 
blefied  work  here  mentioned.  Thus  approved  of 
God,  he  performed,- through  the  Spirit,  thofe  ftupen« 
dous  miracles  whereby  he  confirmed  his  miMon ;  he 

was 

*  Luke  it.  i6^ 
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was  ftrefi^hened  snd  ceaaforted  under  the  tem^a^ 
tiooft  and  Kuffitriogfr  h^  foftained^  ihFough  the.  fkne 
Spirit  he  (^ersd  hfm&lf  a  feerifiee  unto  Godf  of  sr 
fwieet-fmellitig  favour  /  and  by  hm  he  wa»  qpickened 
and  leAMed  t^l*  life. 

JS^caUf0  the  IjhtA  baib  amintedfni,  &^c.  Under  tfie 
014  Teftament^  thofe  who  weie  wvefted  with  th& 
offices  of  prophet^  prieft,  and  King,  we^  anointed 
with  ott#  (rf*  which  mftances  occur  in^.  EU(har  Aaron, 
and  bolofnoa.  TBis* typical  Geremoi;^  feena  to'  have 
httsk  intended  to  fignify^  that  the  perlbns  on  whom  it^ 
was  performed  were  iwniihed  wi^  abilities  and  qua?^ 
kficatiofis  requi^te  to  the  difeharg^  of  the  duties  be^ 
longJAg  to.  th^  office  in  whjch'  rhey  were  thus  inftal«^ 
led.  It  was  aUb  defigned  to  prefigure  the  un^ion.  o^ 
the  Mq^ah  by  the  ^oly  Spirit^  whereby  he  was  fo-, 
lemaiy  inaugurated  in  his  mediatoidal  office,  and  per* 
&£lly  qvt9^fye^  U»  executing  the  arduous  work  t<y 
which  he  w»  deftined.  Being  thus  anointed^  he 
wee  fMy  aiffihpfia^  and  Gapaci4»tted  for  doing  every 
thing  with  honour  aodr  (uccefs  that  relates  to  his  o€-> 
fice--«of  mfignifying  the  kw  of  God>  van(|uifl^iBg  the 
eAemies  of  bis  Chuichi  of  mi^ilaging  their  concerns^ 
and  accompbihiag  their  eternal  falvation,  md 

To  pTfMb  j^iiqd  iidiigs  to  the  meek.  In  ^is  pMv^ 
phecy  fix  purpofes  are  fpecified  to  be  e&dedby  ^h& 
Buniftxy  of  Jefus  Chrift>  ton^ard  every  iiuiieklue^  to 
whom  his  word  comes  with  power  and  energy.  A^ 
each  of  them  is  of  highaiaportance,  let  us  feparateljF 
confider  them.-^Thofe  who  are  Renominated  thie 
meek  by  opr  prophet,  are  called .  by  the  eyangelift 
Luke,  the  poor,  A9  tfaefe  is  little  diffisr^nce  in  tfie 
Hebrew  langu^e  betwf  en^  the  words  denoting  UiciiB 
two  ct^FSidters^  fo  it  is  not  eafy  to  difcriminate  thc^ 
one*'  froni  the  other,  Thofe  who  at*  poor  in  fpiri^ 
aw  ca(in,  humble,  and  meek;  under  provocations^ 
they  ase  teachable  and  compofed,  ben^^ying  with 
inodefty  and^ moderation  in  the  feyeral  cirqumftances 
whereio  they  ar^  placed.  Thofe  who  ar^  meek  are  popi^ 
in  i^jj^i  beipg.^Bvia9ed  by^ the  law  au4  bpuru  ut  bud 
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of  their  neceffitous,  deftitute  condition,  they  ait  de- 
prefled  in  their  miiids;  abafed  in  their  own  eyes. 
Firmly  perfuaded  of  the  riches  of  Divine  mercy  and 
grace,  and  of  their  abfolute  need  of  help  from  on 
high^  they  have  recourfe  to  the  all-fufficient  God, 
that  he  may  fupply  their  wants ;  they  eagerly  Men 
to  every  intimation  he  is  pleafed  to  give  of  his  good 
will. — ^To  perfons  of  this  defcription  the  Saviour 
was  anointed  to  preach  good  tidings.  The  do^ine 
preached  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  promulgated  by  his 
fervants,  contained  in  the  books  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  is  called,  with  great  propriety,  good  tidings,  or 
the  gofpel.  It  brings  to  the  ears  of  linners,  groaning 
under  the  fervitude  of  fin,  and  liable  to  the  curie  of  tbe 
law  of  God,  the  mod  defirable  joyful  news  of  pardoi) 
of  fin,  of  life,  liberty,  grace,  and  falvatbn.  Though 
our  Lord  preached  the  gofpel  to  all  who  caoie  to 
hear  him,  his  words  were  attended  with  power  and 
efficacy  efpecially  to  the  meek  and  the-  poor,  who 
\^erefenfible  bf  their  necefiliti^s,  and  the  excellence 
of  his  inftrudions.  Such  perfons  are^  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  the  objedts  of  the  Redeemer's  compaffionate 
regard ;  they  are  poileiled  of  the  difpofitions  fuitable 
to  his  difciples,  iind  they  receive  his  word,  which  is 
able  to  fave  our  fouls,  with'meeknefs  of  wifdom.>— He 
farther  declares, 

'  Tbe  Lord  Godfent  him  to  bind  up,  &c.  He  fent  bim 
irito  this  world  as  his  Amballador,  invefted  with  au- 
thority;  that  in  his  name  he  might  proclaim  peace  to 
thofe  who  were  enemies  to  him  in  their  minds,  and 
by  wicked  works-— that  he' might  execute  that  bene- 
volent and  Arduous  work,  i^hich  was  to'terminate  in 
his  own  honour  and  glory,  arid  in  the  falvationof 
them  th$t  w^e  loft.  1  his  rnilfion  of  the  fiuthful 
witnefs,  reprefents  the  blefled  God  in  a  moil  amiable 
light,  and  affords  a  pleafing  difcovery  of  his  love  and 
grace,  in  which  jealoufy  itfelf  cannot  find  any  defi- 
ciency, efpecially  When  taken  in  connedioti  with  tbe 
fidelity  of  the  meflcnger  of  the  coveilant.    How 

gracious  the  errand  on  which  he  came !  To  bifid  up 
**  the 
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the  broken  heartied,  who  have  a  quifck  (enGbilitjr,  not 
only  o£  outward  mifconduA,  but  of  invsmd  corrup* 
don ;  not  only  of  open  tianigreffions,  but  of  fecret 
£ralts.  Such  people  are  deeply  aflfeded  with  the 
truths  of  God,  with  the  dirpeniations  of  providence, 
and  the  awful  difplays  of  the  Divine  difpleafure 
againft  fin,  and  are  eameftly  defirous  to  make  a 
right  improvement  both  of  mercies  and  judgments. 
Many  things  are  valuable  when  whole,  which,  being 
broken,  are  little  worth ;  but  it  is  othefwife  with  the 
human  heart.  .  When  contrite,  Jefus  Cbrift  was  fent 
to  bind  it  up^  and  to  heal.  it.  The  expreifion  refers 
to  the  kind  office  performed  by  a  £kilful  hand  on 
one  who,  having  received  a  frafture^  or  dangerous 
contufion,  fbels  great  debility  and  pain.  In  like  man-- 
ner  Jefus  Chrift,  having  applied  a  fovereign  remedy 
to  the  broken  heart,  teodedy  binds  up  the.  wounds, 
in  order  to  effedt  a  complete  cure.  In  the  gofpel  be 
prefcribes,  what  by  his  Spirit  he  Applies,  fo  as.to  allay 
its  pains,  and  fears,  and  forrows,  whilil  by  his  pro- 
mifes  he  adminifters  a  rich  cordial  to  revive  the 
fpirit.  Having  forgiven  the  iniquity  which  brought 
on  tbe  diforder,  and  healed  the  difeafe,  he  difmi^es 
the  patient  with  this  falutary  advice,  *  Go,  and  fin  no 
'  more,  left  a  worfe  thing  come  upon  thee/«~The 
Melliah  was  alfo  fent 

To  proclaim  liberty  to  tbe  captives^  who  having  been 
carried  away  by  divers  lufts,  and  enflaved  by  their 
fpiritual  enemies,  were  detained  in  their  tyrannical 
yoke,  and  fubmttted  to  the  moft  ignominious  fervi- 
tude.—Who,  having  been  kept  under  the  law,  were 
fhut  up  unto  the  faith,  and  grievoufly  oppcefled  by 
the  fpirit  of  bondage. — To  people  in  this  miferable 
ilate  Jefus  Chrift  was  fent,  to  proclaim  liberty  by  his 
own  blefied  mouth,  and  by  the  cheering  voice  of  his 
fervants.  In  the  gofpel  he  publiflies.  the  joyful 
tidings,  and  by  that  means  adually  confers  this  im- 
jnenfe  benefit  He  delivers  from  the  curfe  incurred  by 
liianfgreffiQO,  and  reftor^stothe  divine  favour^  herein 
cues  from  the  dominion  of  fin  and  the  thraldom  of  the 

god 
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god  of  tbtt  woild,  and  fnttoduced  into  tbe  glofioiis 
liberty  of  the  chiidfoa  of  Gad.  By  tbe  law  of  tbo 
Spirit  of  life,  he  makes  free  fnm  ike  law  <tf  iin  and 
death,  and  the  bondage  of  oorruptaoir^  that  they  mxfi 
have  their  fimii  onto  Mmt&,  attd.  kr  the  end  ever^ 
lafting  life^  Thus,  made  free  fay  the  Son  of  Gody  tbqr 
are  fcee  indeed.  And  haviRg  called  thent  inter  &« 
berty,  be  will  not  alkw  tbeni  to  life  it  as  a  d«Mdc  of 
liceatiou&efir,  but  requires  xbem  to  ftand  faft,  that 
they  be  not  agasn  entangled  in  tbe  3wlre  of  bondage. 
And  tbe  opening  rf  tbeprifim  i9  ibetn  that  are  bomid4 
There  is  a  beantifU  climax  to  dua  veife,  which  At* 
ferves  marked  attention.  Tbe  ilfaiftriout  fpes&a 
rifes  from  one  kind  office  that  he  peifianna,  ta  anothct 
fiill  more  interefting  and  i^beiona,  wfaiift  he  definflxs 
tbe  fkate  of  thc^  be  relieves  as  truly  deplorable,  rs* 
ceivilig  new  aggisurations  fwin  evevy  circiiAiftance 
that  is  fuggefted.  Perfons  itisfy  be  meek  or  poor,  yet 
not  broken  beaited;  they  ms^  be  bn^n  beaAcd; 
and  not  be  captives;  tliey  may  be  detained  in  cap« 
tivity,  yet  not  bound  in  perlbn.  Good  tidings  may 
be  preached  to  them,  yet  liberty  from  bondage  may 
not  be  offered ;  liberty  may  be  prqclaimed,  yet  tbe 
prifbn  doors  not  be  thrown  open,  nor  tbe  Ancl^ 
loofed.  Whereas  aU  tfaefe  bene?dent  a^  aie  per- 
formed by  Jefus  Chrift*  who,  in  every  se^^eA,  is  ad* 
mirably  iaaXtA  to  relieve  the  neceffities  of  ^eCc  to 
whom  he  is  fent^^p^He  opens  to  them  the  piifoH 
wherein  tbey  are  in  a  ftate  of  confineaacnt,  &  that 
tbey  cannot  do  the  things  that  thef  would,  nor  can 
they  wal^  at  libert]r  in  keeping  GodV:  precepts;  Ue 
frees  from  the  refttaints  under  which  they  groaned^ 
and  fets  before  them  an  op«i^  door,  that  lea&  to  tba 
enjoyment  of  true  £pli^ity •  To  them  that  are  bound 
by  the  ^c^da  ojf  iniquity,  whimby  tbey  are  Ui$  h^ 
&ft,  that  they  cannot  extncate  ^emfelves  by  thm 
own  efforts  from  the  deplorable  ciiciunftancei:  ie 
w^ich  they  aie  ]nvolved,~to  them  he  gives  freedoa^ 
he  knocks  off  their  &tters:  heloo&s  their  bondt^  bt 

bidi 
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Inis  them  go  £)tt1i  and  fliew  tbemfelves ;  he  fends 
themojoC,  free  of  thofe  incumbfances  with  which  they 
weie  oppteffed.  Thus,  by  the  blood:  of  the  covenant^ 
doee  he  fend  forth  the  {>rtfonei9  out  of  the  pit  y^iere*- 
iQ  is  00  water,  as  foretold  Zech*  ix.  12; 

2.  To  proclaim  the  acceptable  yea/  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  4ay  pf  vengeance  of  our  Godj 
C9  cpmfbf t  all  th^t  mouru« 

Other  gracious  purpofes,  befid^  thc^e  already  men* 
6ohed,  were  to  be  effeded  by  this  great  Preacher^ 
^fter  he  was  anointed  and  fent  into  the  world.— -ift. 
To  proclaim  tbe  aceef^aUe  year  ifibeLard.  This  ex- 
preffion  hath  an  obvious  allufion  to  the  yiear  of  jabi-> 
Ue,  which  the  Lord  <7od  commanded  to  be  pubiifh-* 
^d  by  the  found  of  a  trumpet  throughout  the  tribes 
of  Ifrael*,  In  that  year  of  releafe  every  man  was 
to  return  to  his  pefleffion;  and  the  family  lands,  that 
had*  1>een  alienated  from  their  proper  owners,  were 
to  be  reftored,  debts  were  to  be  difeharged,  and  fer- 
vants  were  to  be  fet  at  liberty.  It  was  a  year  of  reft 
both  to  the  inhabitants  and  to  the  land  itfelf;  God 
having  promifed  that  the  ground  ftould  fpontaneoufly 
yield  her  fruits.  On  thefe  and  other  accounts,  it 
prefigured  the  acceptable  yeaV  of  the  Lord,  pro« 
claimed  by  the  great  Meffiah. — ^^fhe  precious  feafon 
of  grace'  and  falvation,  wherein  the  poor  have  the 
gofpel  preached  to  them;  the  broken  hearted'  are 
healed ;  the  captives  of  fin  and  Satan  are  fet  free  ^ 
prifoners  are  liberated ;  forgivenefs  is  conferred ;  and 
forfeited  rights  are  reftored.  Though  they  that  bear 
the  proclamation  are  not  delivered  from  temptation, 
corruption,  afflidion,  and  death,  they  are  refciied  from 
worfe  evils,  viz.  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  the  tyranny 
of  their  enemies,  that  they  may  ferve  God  without 
fear,  in  holinefs   and  righteoufnefs.-^Thia*  limited 

period, 
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period,  pvefcribed  by  infinite  Wifdonit  is  indeed  an 
acceptable  year,  or,  as  the  word  imports,  a  year  of 
free  favour,  of  rich  grace  and  good  will ;  wherein 
God  is  pleafed  to  accept  of  men,  and  to  deal  bounti- 
fully with  thera^  a  feafon  which  we  ought  diligently 
to  improve  for  obtaining  help  and  falvation. 
.  And  the  day  of  vengeance  of  our  God.  The  accepted 
time  is  reprefented  as  a  year,  the  feafon  of  yengeance 
as  a  day ;  probably,  to  intimate  that '  the  latter 
period  (hall  be  much  (hbrter  than  the  former.  Ven^ 
geance  belongeth  unto  the  Lord,  who  employs  the 
inftrumentft '  that  he  judges  proper  to  inflid  tremen- 
dous judgments  on  bis  enemies,  proportioned  to  the 
crimes  they  have  committed.  The  infinite  purity 
of  his  nature*  his  imparrial  juftice,  his  providential 
difpenfations,  and.  his  fiwful  threat nings,  unite  in 
giving  explicit  aflurance,  that  he  will  feverely  puni(h 
thofe  who  obftinately  oppofe  .^he  interefts  of  his  Son's 
I;ingdom.  That  juft  retribution  which  God  will 
render  to  bis  adverfaries,  this  illuftrious  Preacher  of 
falvation  to  mankind  did  not  omit  to  pubiifli  in 
his  difcourfes.  What  terrible  things  in  righteoufhefs 
did  lie  denounce,  in  peribn  and  by  his  apoftles,  againft 
his  inconigible  foes  * !  The  gofpel  publifiies  not 
only  good  will  toward  men,  with  pardon,  peace,  and 
falvation  to  thofe  who  will  accept  of  them ;  but  it 
declares,  that  the  ntoft  terrible  judgments  (hall  be 
executed  on  thofe  who  refufe  to  hear»  believe,  and 
obey  him  that  fpeaketh  from  heaven.  Obftinate 
negied  and  contempt  of  the  mercy  and  grace  of  God 
inuft  inevitably  terminate  i(i  deilru^n.  Thofe 
.who  defpife  the  remedy  Divine  love  hath  provided, 
and  who  refufe  to  accept  of  the  deliverance  and  life 
which  the  great  Redeemer  offers  to  bellow,  ihall  be 
referved  unto  fire,  againft  the  day  of  judgment  and 
perdition  of  ungodly  men  f.  Let  us  mingle  our 
voice  with  that  of  much  people  in  heaven,  faying, 
^  Alleluia^  falvation,  and  glory,  and  honour,  and  power 

unto 

*  Mat.  3UBi.  41.  et  feq.  Luke  xix.  27*  Hek  X.  t^• 

f  2  Peter  iii.  7. 
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^  uoto  the  Lord  our  God ;  for  true  and  righteous  arc 

*  his  judgments  */ 

To  comfort  all  thai  mounL  Mourners  in  Zion  are 
heartily  grieved  and  diftrefled,  not  with  worldly  lof* 
fes  and  calamities,  which  produce  the  forrow  that 
worketh  death,  very  different  in  its  operations  and 
tendency  from  godly  forrow.  Sometimes  He,  that 
hath  all  hearts  in  his  hand,  hath  rendered  the  forrow 
of  the  world  introduAory  to  that  which  worketh  re* 
pentance  to  falvation,  and  thus  prepared  the  way  for 
thofe  Divine  confolations  which  he  imparts  to  thofe, 
vrho,  on  fpiritual  accounts,  are  depreffed  in  their 
minds.  The  perfons  efpecially  intended,  are  thofe 
who  mourn  for  their  own  iniquities,  and  the  fins  of 
others,  becaufe  they  are  ofienfive  to  God  and  grieve 
his  Spirit ;  becaufe  they  have  thereby  forfeited  the 
moft  precious  bleffings,  and  expofed  themfelves  to  the 
mod  dreadful  evils.  They  alfo  mingle  their  tears  of 
fympathy  with  thofe  of  the  people  of  God  who  are 
enduring  fufferings.  All  of  this  defcription,  the  Lord 
Jefus  was  fent  to  confole.  He  hath  provided  for 
them  thofe  abundant  confolations,  that  are  fufficient, 
not  only  to .  alleviate  their  forrows,  but  to  convert 
them  into  fongs  of  praife.  Thefe  (fomforts  he  fea- 
fonably  imparts  by  his  providence,  word,  and  Spirit, 
in  all  their  tribulations  \  fo  that,  as  the  fufferings  of 
Chrift  abound  in  them,  their  confolations  alfo  abound 
by  Chrift  f .  in  confequence  whereof,  they  expe- 
rience the  benedidlon  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  hath  faid, 
'  filefled  are  they  that  mourn,  for  they  fhail  be  com* 

•  forted  %: 

3.  To  appoint  unto  them  that  mourn  in 
Zion,  to  give  imto  them  beauty  for  a(hes»  the 
oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  the  garment  of  praife 
for  the  fpirit  of  heavinefs^  that  they  might  be 

Vol  IV^  3  D  called 
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italled  trees  of  righteoufnefs,  the  planting  of 
the  Lord,  that  he  might  be  glorified. 

The  preceding  gracious  proclamation,  ifiU^d  by  the 
ftJefliab,  who  is  not  only  the  publiflier,  but  tbe  diC- 
penfer  of  the  Divine  benefits,  is  intended  adoally  to 
convey  to  his  difciples  thofe  dtfpofitions  of  mind, 
which  are  fuited  to  tbe  profperous  flate  he  bath  af- 
iigned  them.-^To  thofe  who  unfeignedly  mourn  and 
deplore  m  the  Church  abounding  iniquities,  and  im- 
pending cakmitif  s,  who  are  the  objefts  of  his  peculiar 
regard,  Jefias  Chrift  allots,  with  certainty  and  eflfed— 
' Beauty  Jor  q/bcs.  in  feafotis  of  gre^t  grief,  people 
were  wont  to  exprefs  their  forrow  not  only  by  lamen- 
tation and  weeping,  but  by  fitting  on  the  ground  and 
covering  their  heads  with  afiies.  B/ this  pradice, 
frequen'w  in  ancient  titnes,  their  perfons  were  fullied 
and  their  faces  disiig.ured.  In  allufion  to  this  cuflom, 
the  anointed  of  Jehbvah  declares,  that  he  ordains  to 
thofe  who  are  in  a  difcon folate,  affiled  condition,  a 
bappy  cbange  in  their  circumftances — that  he  will 
reverfe  their  fiate,  and,  in  place  of  diftrefs  and  dejec- 
tion, he  will  givie  comfort  and  joy ;  in  confequence 
of  which  they  (kaU  afluine  a  ple^fant  and  comely  ap- 
pearance*—That  he  will  beautify  them  with  the 
graces  of  lys  Spirit,  invert  them  with  the  moft  glorious 
privileges,  ^nd  pour  into  their  hearts  thofe  Divine 
confolations  whereby  they  Ihall  be  revived  and  fo- 
laced.  Though  they  have  been  among  the  pots,  de- 
formed and  ne'glefted,  they  fliall  emerge  from  afflic- 
tion and  wretchednefs,  and  rife  to  the  pofleilion  of 
fpiritual  beauty^  dignity,  and  comfort. 

Tbe  oil  cf Joy  for  Mourning.  1  o  give  greater  force 
and  ornament  td  thc^  fubjeft,  it  is  embeHHhed  by 
the  vivdcity  vtM  b(5}4ne(i  6f  the  figures  h«te  intro- 
daefd.  In  this  and  ttie  tblk>wing  exprefloHy  there 
may  be  allufion  to  the  folemn  rites  which  were  held 
in  the  higbeft  veneration  by  the  Hebrews,  and  which, 
if  pioperly  confidered,  are  truly  fignificant,  aod  re- 
plete 
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plete  with  i^^iil  fii(^^4on.  The  priefts  that  mini* 
ftered  bcfiure  the  Lord,  under  the  former  dirpenfaoon, 
oa  QAnnm  &ftive  occafioiis,  w^re  anointed  with  01^ 
which  being  of  a  healing,  beautifying,  and  exhilaratr 
ing  nature*  was  emblematical  of  the  diverlifi^d  oper^r 
tions  and  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  oil  of  glad* 
nek  is  of  peculiar  excellence,  ai^d  produces  the  moft 
ialuiary  d^^«  at  once  r^tijefliing*  comforting,  and 
cheering  the  dejedled  mind*  The  expreOion  before 
us  imports,  that  He,  whom  God  hath  iandiAed  an^ 
feot  into  the  world,  wiU  grant  to  aiioumers  in  his 
Church,  by  the  commuiHcation  of  the  Spirit  of  all 
grace,  fuch  meafures  of  confolation  and  joy,  as  (hall 
e£fedually  difpel  the^  ibnows  whectby  they  have  been 
diftrefled.-*-<»3ik  garmMs  (jfpraifejbr  tbcjj^it  oflna* 
vhufs.  In  thefe  words,  1  fuppofe,  thi&re  is  alUiiion  to 
the  mtgaificent  ornainents  of  the  (acerdotal  yeft«- 
ments,  wherewith  the  high  prieft  of  old  was  d^cprated, 
and  which  he  piM  on  for  glory  and  beauty.  Arrayed 
ia  thefe  gannents,  he  mull  have  m^de  an  exceeding 
gyaee6il  wA>  veneraUe  appearance,  ftich  as  could  ^t 
fail  to  excite  the  adm^atiipn  and  praifes  of  every  be* 
holder.  In  reference  to  this  elegant  drefs,  our  pro- 
phet reprefeats  the  Meffiah  apppinting  to  the  4ifcon- 
folate  in  his  Church  the  garments  of  praife,  wbereby 
they  fliall  fase  covered^  adorned,  and  difcriminated. 
In  place»  of  forrow  and  dejedion,  he  will  affign  to 
them  ample  ground  of  exultation  and  joy,  in  conie* 
quence  whereof  they  fhall  employ  all  their  powers  in 
celebrating  the  praifes  of  him  who  bath  called  them' 
from  darknefs  into  his  marvellous  lif  bt.  Aflumin^  a 
new  and  fplendid  appearance,  fuitaUe  to  their  dignity 
and  privileges,  they  thafl  adopt  the  gratefulacfcnow* 
ledgment  of  the  royal  poel  •,  *  lliou  b^ft  put  off  my 

*  fackcleth,  and  girded  me  with  gl^dne^co  the  emk 

*  my  glory  may  ftig  praife  to  thee,  and  not  be  filent. 
^  O  Lord  my  God,  1  will  {^ve  thanks  unto  thee  for 
'  ever.* 
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That  they  might  he  caJkd  trees  of  righteimjnefs. 
That  they  might  be  truly  and  properly  denominated 
and  acknowledged  by  this  figurative  defcription--* 
Trees  of  righteoufnefs,  right  upright  trees«  on  account 
of  their  peculiar  excellence,  ftrength,  and  ftability^ 
and  on  account  of  their  beauty,  growth,  and  fruitful' 
nefs. — The  pUmiing  of  the  Lord,  who  hath  placed 
them  in  the  courts  of  his  houfe,  where,  enjoying  his 
proteAion,  and  the  means  of  improvement,  they  may 
flouriih  and  bring  forth  fruit  unto  everlafting  fife.— 
ThiU  be  might  be  glorified,  by  their  redemption,  by 
their  graces,  by  their  profperity  and  gobd  works.  As 
every  privilege  and  blei&Ag  comes  to  them  from  God, 
through  Jefus  Chrift,  fo  the  glory  ought  to  be  afcribed, 
through  him,  to  G6d.-^How  nc^le,  how  generous  the 
purpofes  whic^  the  great  Redeemer  came  to  execute! 
He  was  anointed  not  onlv  to  publifh,  but  to  difpenfe 
the  precious  bleffings  of  ialvation,  and  thereby  to  dc^ 
inonfttate  his  fiipreme  excellence  and  incomparable 
grace.  With  what  admiring  gratitude,  warm  affec- 
tion, and  firm  attachment,  (hould  we  contemplate  bis 
wonderful  condefcenfion  and  kindnefs. 


*i 


4*  f  And  they  (hall  build  the  old  waftes, 
t]^ey  fhkll  raife  up  the  former  defolations,  and 
they  iball  repair  the  waile  cities,  the  defola- 
tions  of  many  generations. 

The  happy  confis^uences  that  were  to  arife  from 
the  accoihplifhment  of  ttie  preceding  predidions,  ace 
delineated  in  a  rich  variety  of  expreifions.  TWe 
who  have  been  healed  by  the  Meffiah,  and^ybim 
introduced  intgf  glorious  liberty  and  comforted,  (bal) 
exert  themfelvts  to  bring  acquainted  with  coiminu- 
Hion  with  God,  and  the  happinef^  attending  his  ier« 
vice,  ftrangers  to  tbefe  valuable  priyileges.  Qur  pio* 
phet,  with  his  accuftomed  elegance,  reprefents  tbeir 
bentvolent  exertions  for  tjiis  purpofe.— -Tib^y  fbciH 
Imitd  the  old  wafies^  they  (liaU  ^e  the  happy  inftni- 

*      •  mcnls 
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nients  of  repairing  thofe  places  of  the  earth,  which 
have  been  covered  with  devaftation  and  ruin,  and  of 
reftoring  them  to  r.  profperous  and  flourifhing  condi- 
tion.— Tbey  Jbatt  raife  up  tbejbrmer  dejblatians.  thofe 
places  which,  for  a  long  time,  had  been  in  a  deferted, 
deplorable  date,  no  efforts  having  been  made  to  alter 
or  improve  their  fituation.— -And  they  ihall  repair  the 
wafte  cities  which  had  fallen  into  decay,  immerfed  iu 
idolatry  and  fuperftition,  in  ignorance  and  wicked* 
nefs — ^Thefe  (hall  be  replenished  with  inhabitants, 
bleffed  with  thofe  precious  privileges  to  which  they 
had  long  been  ft  rangers.— Tb^  dejblaims  of  many  ge* 
ntnuhns.  1  hofe  uninhabijted  countriesf,  which  had 
continued  for  a  confiderable  period  in  a  deferted,  mu 
ferable  ftate,  (hall  be  cultivated  and  improved  ;  and, 
being  invefted  with  important  advantages,  they  (hall 
bring  forth  fruit  unto  God,  to  the  unfpeakabie  joy  of 
thofe  who  have  been  honoured  ^to  recover  them  from 
ruin.        • 

5*  And  (Irangers  (hall  (land  and  feed  your 
flocks,  and  the  fons  of  the  alien  /ball  be  your 
plowmen,  and  your  vinc-dre(rers. 

Some  of  the  benefits  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  Church 
are  fpecified  in  this  verfe,  which  muft  be  underftood, 
chiefly,  not  in  the  literal,  but  in  the  fpiritual  fenfe  of 
the  words.  Corporeal  objedls,  and  rural  employ  ments^ 
are  emblems  of  things  fpiritual,  and  of  thofe  exercifes 
that  relate  to  them.  Spiritual  objeds  are  fubftantial 
realities,  things  corporeal  are  reprefentations  and 
fiiadows  of  them.  A  remarkable  inftance  of  the 
truth  of  this  remark  lies  before  us.  Thefe  words,  in 
their  plain  and  obvious  meaning,  import,  that,  on  the 
reparation^of  wafte  places,  their  inhabitants  (hall 
contribute  their  afliftance  to  the  people  pfGod,,i(i 
works  of  hulbandry  and  agricultural  improvements  ; 
but  more  is  certainly  intended.  '  The  Church  is  here 
fpoken  of  *under  three  inftrudtive  (imiUtudes,  each 
OT  which  (hew  (he  intimate  relation  wherein  they 
^'    ^    '*        -  '    •  -  ftand 
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ftand  io  th^  bltffed  God,  hi»  gracious  itgar^  fbr  tbeiB, 
acid  their  duty  lowrard  him*  IHiiticular  foeieties  of 
Chriftians,  to  whom  th^  gofpel  is  praached,  who  we 
deliwred  fixitn  fpiriftwl  t)liraidoq»«  vAo  ^poSkk  fpint^ 
pal  beautjr  and  Divsae  coQfeIatk>09»  %xt  €mpbatM:ally 
dtnominated  fiocka  in  Scripiure.  Thefe  iocks 
ftraagers  fliali  feed.  Men.  wlio  wece  a&rofffroia 
God,  and  unacquainted  wkb  Jiis  trucba  smd  faivaibnt 
having  faecoioe  converts  tq  ttke  Cbaftian  fakb,  aod 
Vcing  reconciled  to  God  by  tbe  death  of  hk  Soo, 
ihall  nouriflai  and  comfort  his  people  with  found 
knowledge  aod  underftanding,  in  the  fear  cl  tbe 
jLocdv  and  ^atcfa  over  their  interefts  with  pmdencei 
care,  and  fidelity .r-«-iCf«;  ike  fans  itf  tbe  aSen  JM  be 
your  plowmen.  Tlite  cbMraa  cST  foreignen,  being 
converted  to  die  &ith  and  obedience  of  the  gofpel, 
fhaU  be  em^oyed  io  bvcaking  up  the  fiiUow  gioond 
of  men's  hearts,  in  cafting  the  precious  feed  of  the 
word  of  God  into  their  hearts,  in  enrichingjthem  with 
the  bleifiogs  of  Divine  goodnefs,  and  in  managing 
tfee  concerns  of  Gotf s  hutbandry. — And  your  vine- 
dreffcrs.  The  Church  is  the  viae-yaid  ot  the  Loni 
of  hofts,  which  his  owi\  ri^  band  hath  planted,  and 
which  is  the  objedt  of  his  peculiar  care  and  de- 
light. The  chcace  vines,  which  the  IanmI  hath 
planted,  fliaU  be  cultivatedt  pwned,  watesed,  and 
fupported^  by  the  defcendaM  of  thofit  who  were 
eftianged  frood  God,  and  alienated  from  his  wiMrlbip 
and  fervice. 

6.  But  ye  fli^i  be  named  the  priefls  of  the 
Lord :  men  ihall  call  you  the  minifters  of  our 
God :  ye  (hall  eat  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles, 
and  in  their  glory  (hall  you  boaft  yourfelves. 

'  The  fervants  of  God  (hall  be  treated  with  the 
higheft  refped,  and  be  diftiuguilhed  by  tbofe  defig* 
nations  which  are  defcriptive  of  the  employmeots 
iftrherein  they  are  engaged.  To  this  honojarable 
charadler  of  pnefts  of  Jehovah,  to  this  office  of  pecu* 
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liar  dignity,  ye  are  confectated,  ifi  vime  of  th« 
facrffioe  of  Jefos  Chrift,  whereby  your  guilt  and 
imparity  is  removed ;  and  by  the  j^recioos  ini<^on 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  whereby  y^  at«  fumifted  with 
gifts  and  graces  fuited  to  the  exercife  df  this  fimAion. 
Ye  are  invefted  in  the  facerdotal  office,  to  prefent 
before  God  not  expiatory  facrifices,  but  the  incenfis 
of  fervent  prayers  and  interceffions,  the  thank^ofier«» 
ings  of  praife,  of  alms,  and  of  dting  good ;  fpiritual 
facrifices,Wy  add  acceptable  to  God,  through  the  one 
Mediator*  Ye  are  clothed  with  this  charader,  that 
ye  may  bleis  the  whole  Church  in  the  name  of  Jeho^ 
vah ;  and,  as  becometh  the  royal  prieftbood,  ye  en« 
deavonr  to  avoid  the  pollutions  of  the  worU,  and 
uniformly  to  maintain  Atch  a  holy  conterfation,  as 
acoNxls  with  the  facred  fervices  ye  perform.  On 
thefe,  and  fimilar  accounts,  ye  (hall  juftly  be  denomi^. 
nated  the  Priefts  of  the  Lord. — Men/ball  call  you  the 
mimfters  qf  mtt  Ood^  whofs  bufineis  is  to  wait  upon 
him  in  ibofe  olaces  and  ordtnanot s  to  which  be  hath 
promifed  his  prefence,  that  ye  may  receive  the  inti- 
mations of  bis  pleafure,  execute  his  commands^  attend 
to  the  affairs  of  his  hbufe,  and  faithfully  guard,  in« 
ftru£l,  and  comfort  his  people.  For  thefe  and  the 
like  reafons,  ye  (hall  receive  the  honourable  appellation 
of  the  (ervants  of  God.— How  dignified  thefe  cha- 
rafters!  Did  ydu,  brethren,  rightly  eonfiderwhat 
tiicy  comprehend,  you  would  certainly  conclude  that 
tbofc*who  are  invdtcd  hfi  thefe  offices  are  worthy  of 
double  honour.  And  did  they  who  are  occupied  in 
thefe  fervices  attend  to  their  nnwortbinefs,  and  inabi- 
lity for  properly  performing  the  duties  of  their  office, 
they  would  be  indeed  humbled,  and  aftonifhed  at  the 
Divine  condefcenfion,  that  hath  exalted  them  to  fo 
great  dignity  ! 

li  JbaU  eat  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles^  frc.  Thefe 
riches,  literally,  include  their  immenfe  wealth,  with 
all  the  temporal  good  things  they  poflefs;  or,  in  the 
figurative  feni'e  of  the  word,  the  abundance  of  fpirit* 
iial  gifts  and  graces,  with  thofe  fubftantial  bleffings 

and 
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and  advantages  whereby  the  Gentile  natioiii  were  to 
be  felicitated  by  means  of  the  gofpel-— Of .  them  the 
minifters  of  God  (hall  eat,  they  ihali  largely  pattici* 
pate  of  them,  fa  as  thereby  to  receive  fupporr«  nou- 
rifhment,  and  fatisfadUon. — And  in  ibeir  ghryJbaU  ye 
bMjl yourfelves.  Heathen  people  having  been  brought 
to  the  knowledge,  the  faith^  and  obedience  of  the 
gofpel,  the  minilters  of  God,  who  were  honoured  to 
be  inftrumencal  im  performing  this  fervice,  (hall  be 
admitted  to  ihare  with  them  in  whatever  was  reck- 
oned moft  eftimable  and  excellent.  They  Ihall 
exult  efpecially  in  the  profefied  fubje£tion  of  Gen- 
tile converts  to  Jefus  Chrift,  and  in  the  glorioui 
privileges  therewith  conneded,  which  are  indeed 
objeds  of  true  glory.  In  thefe  things  the  priefts  of 
the  Lord  were  to  make  their  boaft,  and  in  them  greatly 
to  rejoice. 

7.  If  For  your  fliame  youjball  have  double ; 
and  jor^  confuiion  they  fhall  rejoice  in  their 
portion :  therefore,  in  their  land  they  ihall 
poflefs  the  double :  everlafiting  joy  (hall  be  un« 
to  them. 

A  comfortable  change  is  foretold  to  take  place  in 
the  circumftances  of  the  people  of  God.  By  unjoli 
reproaches,  malignant  calumnies,  and  cruel  perfeco- 
tions,  they  have  oft  times  been  expofed  to  fhante  and 
ignominy.  In  various  ways  have  their  enemies  en« 
deavoured  to  render  them  contemptible,  and  to  co?er 
them  with  difgrace  ^nd  infamy.  Hence  the  mourn- 
ful complaint,  '  Thou  makeft  us  a  reproach  to  our 
*  neighbours,  a  fcorn  and  a  derifion  to  them  that  are 
'  round  about  us  *.'  For  this  fhame  they  (hall  have 
double.  They  fliall  not  only  be  freed  from  con* 
tempt,  and  the  infults  of  their  adveriaries,  but  they 
ihall  be, advanced  to  refpedand  honour^. which  Ihall 
wipe  off  the  foul  difgrace  they  have  fufiered.    Tbek 

minds 

^  Ffid.  xlif.  13. 
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minds  (hall  be  filled  with  triumph  and  joy,  which 
Ihall  more  than  counterbalance  their  paft  infamy  and 
forrow.  The  Lord  God  will  render  unto  them  not 
barely  in  proportion  to  their  ai&i€lions,but  according  to 
his  great  mercies. — ^To  give  the  greater  certaitjty  tO 
this  encouraging  promife,  and  to  heighten  the  com^ 
fort  it  is  intended  to  convey,  it  is  repeated  in  the  m<^ 
peremptory  manner.— //t  tbeir  land  they  Jball  poffeji 
the  double.  In  pity  to  their  weakneis^  and  %6  ftrengthen 
faith  and  hope,  the  Lord  God  is  pleafed  to  give  the 
firongeft  fecurity  to  his  fervants  that  they  can  defire, 
of  the  truth  of  his  promifes.-— for  cmjufion  tbeyJbaU  rr- 
joice  in  tbeir  portkmy  in  the  fure  and  allhiffigient  in- 
heritance, which  infihitje  Wifdom  hath  affigned  them^ 
and  with  which  they  are  fatisfied  and  delighted.-r- 
EverlqftingjoyJbaU  be  unto  tbem.  The  joy  they  expe^ 
rience  being  of  celeftial  odgin,  a  fruit  of  the  Spirit, 
and  of  a  Divine  and  fpiritual  nature,  arifing  from  the 
pofleffion  of  the  mod  important  benefits,  and  the  moft 
pleafing  profpedls,  (hall  be  permanent  and  durable.— 
How  gracious  and  bountiful  is  our  Lord,  who  thus  li^ 
berally  recompenfes  the  (hame  and  reproach  (uftained 
by  his  fervants,  and  aflures  them  of  perpetual  joy, 
that  hath  for  its  bafis  the  ble(fing8  of  providence  and 
grace.— Would  you  enjoy  this  happy  tempeir,  attend 
diligently  to  the  ordinances  and  duties  of  religionV 
carefully  cherifli  every  Divine  grace,  and  frequently 
engage  in  the  fublime  ezercifes  of  praife  and  thank(l 

pving. 

8.  For  I  the  Lord  love  judgment,  I  haw 
robbery  for  burnt-offering,  and  I  will  (Jifedi 
their  work  in  truth,  and  I  will  mak^  an  ever*^ 
lading  covenant  with  them. 

Thefe  words  contain  one  chief  ground  whereupon 
the  preceding  declaration  is  founded.— You  cannot 
juftly  be  furprized  that  Jehovah  confers  fo  many 
proofs  of  tender  regard  on  his  people,  who  are  re- 

VoulV^  3E  deemed 
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4kei9ed  and'faB(%fie4  by  him,  and  who  worfhip  Urn 
id  Spirit  and  in  truth,  if  ypu  recoUeA  bis  amiable 
fhfir^&prr^Far  I  the  Lord  lovf  judgments  \  take  plea- 
(pro  in  that  which  is  right,  and  juft,  and  good,  ia 
.purity  of  h^art,  and  uprightneis.  of  co^du^t.  I  do- 
^ght  in  thofe  things  which  arie  conforr|ied  to  017  My 
pature  and  rev^al^d  will,  wbicl^  are  ^gfeeable  to 
IJound  reafoQ  and  a  pure  confcience.  1  s^pfunove  of 
;that  fpiritu^  worOiip,  that  unbiafled  equity,. and  ac^ 
five  bencQcencfi,^  inculcated  in  my  word  of  trutl^ 
Such  is  my  fficved  regard  to  judgment,  that  1  not 
ewly  pufiiik  the  uiyuft,  butt  abundantly  CBcompenfc 
tboVe  who  do  righteoufnefs  at  aU  times.-*— /  bfiie  rob- 
kcry  Jpr  a  hifr^^ffiirivg.  Tbe  bumt-offenog  rov 
htt^  defiotf  all  the  facrifices  and  fervices,  qf  whatever 
df  fcriptipa,  that  ape  prefented  to  GxA  by  ^s  ifoyal 
^ieftfaood.  1.  defe^  evei^  fpecies  of  fraud,  oj^p^ 
^on,  injufti(;e^  and  rapine,  ^hich  are  dir^A  violationi 
pi  iny  laws,  that  ar^  boly,  juft»  and  good»  i  unerly 
«abhc^  all  Undf  of  violence  and  diAonefty,  thougb 
i;pa9mitt#d  ui^dcr  ibe  fpecioiv  pr^tejct  of  app^iag 
^hat  h^tb  beeo  iqjarioufly  obtained  Ko.  n^yftfvice. 
The  faireft  pretences  of  piety;  apd  devotion,  afiumei 
$0  corneal  ii.i\)uft  pra^cesi  ^  an  aboH^inatioifi  in  1197 
f^kt.  '  ^  liath  the  Lord  as  gfed^t  deligk^  iu  humt-oC* 
f;  feringy  and  iacrifices  as  in  obeying  tl^  wHce  of  the 
^  Lord?  Beholdi  to  ol^ey  19  better  than  faciific^y  aB4 
'  tp  l^arkeDi  than  the  fat  of  rams.  ^/  How  ^wfid  tlK 
word  of  God,  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel  f. !  •  The  peo. 
'  pie  of  the  land  have  ufed  bppreffion  and  exerdfed 
^  rol^bqry ,  and  haye  yqced  the  poor  sM^d  necd^— 

*  therefore  have  I  poured  out  mine  indignation  upon 

*  them,  I  hav6  coirfutn^d   them  in  the  .fire  of  mj 

*  vfrrath  J   their  own  way  have  I  recompenfed  upon 

*  their  head,  faith  the  Lord  Gbd/ 

I  will  direct  their  work  in  truth.   I,  who  am  the  all- 

'  wife  God,  who  have  couniel  and  undeiftaadiDg.  will 

take  my  fervanca  under  my  own  comKiuft    i  will 

ftew  them  the  woik  they  ought  to  do*  and  in  what 

nMBoer 

*  I  Sam*  xy.  aa»  ^  Chip.  apuL  29*  lu 
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manner  it  (hould  be  executed.  I  Will  itiftrud  and 
teach  them  the  way  wherein  they  (hall  go }  1  will^ 
^ide  them  with  mine  eye,  and  gtant  thbm  not  only* 
the  proteftibn  of  my  providence,  but  the  diredion  of 
my  Spirit,  in  the  wore  and  way  of  righteoufnefi;  I 
will  jJoint  out  how  they  may  do  their  work  in  trilth,; 
without  hypocrify  or  diffimulation,  in  finterity  and 
nprightnefs,  fo  as  to  find  real  enjoyment,  and  to  ob« 
tain  alliftance,  countenance,  and  fuc6efs  oti  their  ei^' 
ertions  in  my  fcrrice.  What  ample  encouragement 
is  given,  by  this  and  fimilar  aflurances,  t6  the  laithfuf 
fervantsof  God,  employed  in  his  Work,  that  is  ho- 
nourable and  gioriDus,efpecialIyin  perplexing  circum* 
ftances,  in  which  they  know  not  what  to  do.  In  fuch  ^ 
trying  fituation,  how  reviving  the  promife,  *  I  \vill 
•  direa  their  way  in  truth/  Verify,  O  gracious  God; 
to  us,  thy  unworthy  fervants,  the  good  word  which 
thou  baft  fpoken,  and  do  as  thou  haft  faid. — jfnd  t 
Will  make  an  everlq/lnig  covenant  wkb  tbem.  Havinj^ 
made  fome  remarks  on  thefe  words,  which  occurred 
in  Chap.  Iv.  3.  it  may  fuiBce  at  ptefent  to  dbferve, 
that  the  repetition  of  this  comfdrtable  aflurance  inti« 
mates  the  perfed  certainty  of  what  is  foretold ;  that  it 
claims  the  greateft  attention,  and  (hould  fix  the  deeper 
impreflion  of  this  truth  on  the  minds  of  thofe  to  whom 
it  is  addreflbd.  The  Lord  GchI  will  molt  undoubtedly 
confer  upon  his  people  the  precious  bleffings  he  hath 
promilbd  \  he  will  not  turn  away^  from  doing  theiti 
good,  nor  fail  to  enrich  them  with*tempond,  fpiritila)^ 
iind  eternal  bleffings. 

9.  And  theil:  fbed  fhall  be  knotirn  among 
the  Gendles,  and  their  ofi&jpring  amotig  the 
people :  9II  that  fee  them  mall  acknowledge 
them^  that  they  are  the  feed  wbieb  the  Lord 
hath  bleiied. 

The  pofterity  of  God*s  fervants  Ifaall  be  tliftifiguifhed 
by  the  nations  among  whom  they  refidci  as  the  ob* 
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jt&s  of  thek  Lord's  peculiar  gracious  regard.  They 
ihall  be  acknowledged  the  fpiritual  children  of 
thofe  who,  being  born  of  God»  are  made  partakers 
of  the  Divine  nature,  and  become  new  creatures^ 
Such  perfon$  ihall  be  difcriminated  by  their  friends 
and  neighbours,  on  account  of  the  happy  eScds 
produced  by  the  miniftry  of  the  word,  accompa- 
kiied  with  the  holy  Spirit.  They  (hall  be  knowa 
every  where  by  their  deteilation  of  idolatry,  their  di- 
ligent attention  to  the  word  of  God,  the  blameleffiiefs 
and  purity  of  their  manners^.  Thofe  who  behold 
them  walking  in  the  truth,  (hining  as  lights  in  the 
world,  adorning  the  dodrine  of  God  our  Saviour, 
ihall  take  knowledge  of  them,  that  they  have  been 
with  Jf^Ais  Chrift;  and  that  by  acquaintance  with  him 
they  have  been  changed  into  his  refemblance,  who  it 
holy,  harnilefs,  and  undefiled.-— I'his  predidion  is  am* 
plified  ill  the  latter  part  of  tiie  verfe,  where  it  is  fore* 
told, 

JlS  that  fee  tbem  (baU  acknovoledge  tbem^  &c.  as  the 
generation  which  tne  Lord  hath  blefled  above*  all  the 
&ns  of  men,  not  only  with  temporal  but  with  fpiritual 
benefits,  and  Ihall  own  that  when  the  former  have  been 
withdrawn,  the  latter  have  been  continued  and  in^ 
creafed.  In  few  words,  that  they  are  truly  happy, 
l)ecauie  the  benedidion  of  him  that  made  heaveo 
and  earth  refteth  upon  them.-— Perhaps  it  maybe 
faid,  that  this  prediction  is  inconfiftent  with  weli« 
known  fads«  Have  not  Chriftians«  in  fevecal  ages  of 
'the  Chutch,  been  contemned,  calumniated,  and  per* 
fecuted  by  thofe  among  whom  they  lived,  as  our  Lord 
informed  his  difciples.  *  Ye  ihall  be  hated  of  all  men 

*  for  my  name's  fake*.*  *  Whofoever  killeth  you  will 

*  think  that  he  doth  God  fervicc  f.*  Have  they  not 
•tisen  branded  as  the  filth  and  ofiscouriog  of  idl  thiogi, 
Im  thoic.  who  turn  thr  world  upfide  down,  as  peftilent 

fellows,  compofing  a  fed  every  where  fpdcen  againft. 
Hath  not  the  Author  of  Chrift ianity  been  blafphemed, 
and  Chriftianity  itfelf,  with  its  profeilbrs,*  been  ndi^ 

cuk* 
*  Mat.  sb  a9«  f  John  AtL  i^* 
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culed  and  grofsly  abufed.  All  this  hath  happened,  as 
the  pious  Mr  Henry  (hews  in  his  fermon,  entitled* 
Christianity  no  Sect,  becaufe  its  adTerfaries  do  not 
know  it«— 'becaufe  they  do  not  like  it,  and<^becaufe  it 
fpeaks  againft  them.  Notwithftanding,  there  have 
not  been  wanting  thofe,  divefted  of  prejudices  and 
open  to  convidion,  who  have  admired  the  truths  be- 
lieved by  the  fervants  of  God,  the  principles  whereby 
they  are  influenced,  the  rule  and  the  example  ac- 
cording to  which  they  walk,  the  privileges  and  prof« 
pedis  whereby  they  are  animated.  They  have  been 
efteemed  by  the  intelligent,  fober,  and  difpaffionate  of 
mankind,  as  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth,  the  light 
of  the  world,  and  the  favourites  of  heaven.  By  their 
means  multitudes  have  been  brought  into  fubje^oQ 
to  the  gofpel  of  God,  who  have  gloried  in  the  Croft 
of  Chc^,  and  been  followers  of  him  as  his  dear  chiU 
dren.— K.now  then,  brethren,  that  the  generatbn  of 
the  upright  are  the  blefled  of  the  Lord.  If  you 
doubt,  aflc  them,  and  they  will  tell  you,  that  a  life  of 
true  godlineis  is  incomparably  the  moft  pleafant  and 
moft  honourable  life  in  the  world, and  that  it  conduces 
to  advance  people's  prefent  and  eternal  interefts. 
They  will  acknowledge,  with  thofe  who  know  them 
bed,  that  a  firm  belief  of  th^  dodrines  of  the  gofpel 
improves  the  intelle£tual  powers ;  that  a  clofe  adhe« 
xence  to  its  precepts  is  the  fafeft  guide ;  and  a  cheerful 
dependence  on  its  promifes  is  the  fource  of  the  moft 
fublime  hopes  and  Joys,  whereby  they  are  felicitated. 

10.  I  will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  my 
foul  ihall  be  joyful  in  my  God,  for  he  hath 
clothed  me  with  the  garments  of  falvation,  he 
hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of  righteouf- 
neis,  as  a  bridegroom  decketh  bimfelj  with 
ornaments,  and  as  a  bride  adometh  berfeifvnxh 
ber  jewels* 

ft 

The 
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The  fevints  of  God,  impreflht  vAth  k  grateful  fienfe 
oF  the  Divtiue  benefits,  aic  introdoodd  e^cukingaad 
^ioitfitKg  in  the  happinefs  and  dignity  to  which  tbey 
tirere  etetat^d.  To  intimire  their  unanimity  in  ^ 
fefolutton  befbre  iis,  each  one  is  reprefented  at  adopt- 
ing; it ;  and,  the  more  forcibly  to  exprefs  their  cor* 
dial  agreement,  the  determination  is  repeated.*^/ 
WiSgfeatfy  f^efoice  in  tbd  lard,  fee.  Joy  in  God  is  that 
foblime,  devout  aSedion,  which  is  a  iruit  of  the  Spirit, 
atifitig  ftt)m  the  adual  pblfeffion,  and  pkafing  prof* 
p^^  tsi  the  iheftimable  bleffings  that  flow  fnoi  hb 
ftstcetlent  lotitig  kixidnefs.  This  Divine  grace  i» 
i&etcifed,  with  exquifite  pledfure^  on  the  giorbus  per* 
fedi&ns  of  Jehovah,  on  the  bleffings  of  providence^  od 
the  aaiiable  difcovetiea  he  hath  given  of  his  confam- 
tt)at«  goodnefe  and  rich  grace.  It  is  experienced  in 
the  way  of  his  piecepts^  Md  in  the  hope  of  hit  etectial 
kingdom  aod  glory,  it  becomes  mote  lively  and 
Vigorous  by  the  contemplatioh  of  the  charaderi  and 
Qualifications!  and  offices  of  the  Melfiah,  who  wasfenl 
faito  this  world  toaccomplifti  the  moil  benevolent 
deflgnfr--^o  refcue  his  people  from  the  giteateft  evilsi 
atid  to  mk  them  to  the  enjoyment  of  complete  feli^ 
City,  to  inveft  them  in  the  moft  valuable  privilq^i; 
to  comfort  them  with  the  mod  pnfccious  pmmtfet,  and 
to  infpire  them  with  the  exalted  hopes  of  bearing  hit 
refembiancre,  and  enjoying  hit  pr^fence.  What  joy, 
uofpeakabie  and  full  of  glory,  fprings  up  »i  the  niif^ 
that  recoile^s,  with  complaceticy,  krit  paft  iiibaun  on 
earth,  his  prefent  employment  in  heaven,  and  that 
looks  forward  to  his  appearance,  when  he  (hall  be 
glorified  in  his  faints,  and  admired  of  all  them  that 
oelieve ! — The  operations  atid  govemmetit  of  God 
eXtet^d  to  the  itiward  as  Well  as  the  outwatd  Aiati,  la 
the  foul  is  the  clnef  feat  of  liis  empire,  Whkfti  confiAi 
in  righteoufnefs)  and  petee,  and  joy  in  the  hdy  Gfaoi^ 
He  hath  prOmifed  to  his  fervahts  ^,  that  *  their  hearU 
*  fliall  rejoice,'  and  their  unanimous  determinatioo 
is,  every  one  for  himfelf,  My  foul  (hall  be  joyful  in 

^  John  Xfi.  2U 
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my  God,  ^W  enriches  me  with  all  fpiritual  bkffiii^ 
^nd  who  if  my  alLfufficient  pordon-««>i  gf  eatly  rejoice 
in  the  meicies  of  Jehovah,  which^are  to  me  a  perma* 
nent  fouice  of  the  pureft  and  moil  fubiimq  pleafun; 
that  can  occupy  the  human  heart. 

Tor  be  butb  cbibed  me  wiib  tbe  garments  ^fdoamn. 
The  metaphor  in  thefe  words  is  taken  fnxn  the  ap. 
parel  wore  by  tbe  priefts  under  tbe  Mofaic  ceconom^t 
and  is  h^e  applied  to  beaqtify  tbe  figurative  deicrip«> 
tion  of  the  immenfe  favours  conferred  on  tbe  faints 
of  the  Mod  High.    One  principal  fource  of  the  fpirit* 
ual  joy  wbkh  fitjb  their  hearts*  and  induces  them  txi 
iNPcak  forth  in  fonga  of  pratie  is^  their  being  invefted 
with  falvation  as  with  a  garment.    This  raiment  is 
cocnpofed  of  tbe  beft  and  moft  precious  materials,^^** 
freedom  from  condemna^n«  and  reftoration  to  the 
Divine  favour;  deliverance  from  tbe  dominion  of  fin, 
and  conformity  to  the  image  of  God ;  devotednefs  to 
his  (ervice,  and  intereft  in  his  love.    Th^  fpiritual 
bleffings,  contained  in  the  falvation  of  the  Lord,  ap- 
propriated and  appKed  by  fi^th,  cover  the  fpiritual 
deformitiee  of  thdfe  on  whom  they  are  bellowed; 
|hey  proted  them  froi^  injury;  they  render  amiable 
and  acceptable  in  Ged*s  fight;   whilft  they  pmve 
highly  comfortable  to  thofe  who  are  interefled  in 
the m.<r*Th^  ^1^^^  is  dU^ed*  ^n4  d^jverfifird  by 
another  ^nsdo^us  e^pire^oni  (^  §mi)Ur  Mupprt  wi;h 
i;be  forjfirr.— 5fc  6^^  cwrr^  W  witbfb^  tn^e  ofrigbth 
fOijfmfs.    Tb^  fentimei^t  ^  repaat^d^  vfMTied.  wd  a^ 
pbned,  tbe  n^^re  fully  Xf>  e3iprefs  the.  idea,  and  to 
(farike  th^  imind  with  th^  greater  force#     The  Autl¥>r 
oit  Avery  g^d  ai^d  perfi^ft  g^ft,  {faA(b  every  one  of  ibe 
tipng^i  ^moi^g  !?»«;»}  hath  grayed  me  in  the  rights 
eo^l^f^  of  tb^  fs^|lt^  wbich  iis  of  fu<;b  e^mfit^  work- 
mahfiiipi  that  he  faa(h  d? qla^d  th^f  he  v  weU  pteafed 
wfth  it.     Ho:  bs^h  invefted  me  with  i^iell  in  the 
pfrfe<$,  obe^i^nce  af)d  complex  atoneoi^ent  of  Jefos 
Chrift  ;  he  b^b  fuimiibied  o^e  with  the  graces  of  hw 
S{»rit ;  and  enabled  ^^  to  manifeft  my  gratitude  for 
thffe  ineftimabl^  be m^Sj,  by  Qus^ng  ^cth  in  the 
'  beauties 
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beautks  of  holinefi.  With  this  fplendtd,  Tariegated 
robe,  doth  the  Lord  God  diftinguilh  and  dignify  the 
fubjeds  of  his  Son*s  kingdonii  whilft  they,  with 
joy  and  praife,  afcribe  to  him  their  righteouinefs  and 
falvation. 

As  a  bridegroom  decketb  bimfelf^  &c.  The  fubjeft 
is  iUuftrated  by  a  fimilitude  from  which  it  deiivd 
peculiar  luftre  and  beauty.  ^  Clothed  with  thefe 
comely  garments,  the  people  of  God  are  compared  to 
a  bridegroom,  or  bride,  elegantly  dreiled  in  the 
fineft  attire,  with  the  richeft  ornaments.  The  coftly 
apparel,  wherein  fuch  perfons  appear  at  marriage 
fotemnities,  exhibits  a  pleafing  emblem. of  the  more 
excellent  fpiritual  raiment  and  decorations,  wherein 
thofe  are  invefted  who  are  betrothed  unto  God  fiir 
ever,  and  in  which  they  appear  with  much  fuperior 
beauty  and  dignity. 

1 1.  For  as  the  earth  bringeth  forth  her  bud, 
and  as  the  garden  caufeth  the  things  that  are 
fown  in  it  to  fpring  forth :  fo  the  Lord  God 
will  caufe  righteoufnefs  and  praife  to  fpring 
forth  before  all  the  nations.  . 

Tlie  joyful  confequences  which  arife  firom  the 
benefits  mentioned  in  the  preceding  verfe  are  repre* 
fented  under  two  well-known  fimilitudes^  The  earth 
that  we  inhabit  and  cultivate,  produces  regularly, 
from  year  to  year,  by  the  appointment  and  bleffing 
of  God,  great  variety  of  buds  and  bloflbms,  which,  in 
due  feafon,  are  converted  into  excellent  fruits,  that 
nourifh  ^nd  comfort  thofe  by.  whom  it  is  drefled« 
The  garden  properly  enriched  and  improved,  through 
the  fame  bleffing,  cheriflies  the  various  kinds  of  feeds 
fown  in  it,  which  produce  thofe  flowers,  roots,  and 
fruits,  whereby  the  proprietor  is  reeled  and  delight- 
'ed.  ^  This  welLknown  progrefs  of  vegetation,  that 
takes  place  in  the  field  and  in  the  garden,  exhibits 
an ,  inllrudive  emblem  qf  what  Jehovah  promifo  to 

do 
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do  in  his  Church. — So  the  Lord  God  wiB  caufe  rigbt^ 
eoujhefs  andpraifeto  fpring up  before  (dJl nathnf*  He 
who  caafeth  the  grafs  to  grow  for  cattle,  and  herb  for 
the  fervic&  of  man,  who  bringeth  forth  food  out  of 
the  earth,  will  not  fail  to  verify  this  faithful  promife^ 
and  to  beftow  the  precbus  bleffing  it  contains.  He 
will  make  to  flourifti,  in  the  garden  of  his  Church, 
thofe  excellent  graces,  and  virtues,  and  fruits  of 
righteoufnefs,  which  (hall  prove  fubftantial  benefits 
to  his  people,  and  advance  the  gbry  of  his  great 
name.  With  them  fhall  arife  the  homage  of  p^aifi^ 
and  thankigiving  to  him  who  fowed  the  feeds  of  Di- 
vine grace  in  their  hearts,  who  preferved  and  ch^- 
rifhed  them,  and  carried  them  forward  to  maturity* 
With  the  pradice  of  righteoufnefs  fliall  be  joined 
fongs  of  praife,  which  Hiall  extend  to  diftant  regions, 
where  they  ihall  be  perpetuated  by  all  nations  that 
come  and  worihip  before  the  Lord. — After  contem* 
plating  the  happy  period,  wherein  this  predidlion 
hath  been,  or  ftiall  further  be  fulfilled,  let  me  call  qq 
you,  my  hearers,  to  be  inftant  in  prayer,  that  the 
Lord  God  may  caufe  that  righteoufnefs  to  fpring 
forth  among  us,^  which  conilitutes  the  excellence,  the 
ornament,  and  glory  of  Cbriftian  profeffion — And,  by 
cheerfulnefs  in  the  righteous  ways  of  God,  to  endea« 
vour  to  wipe  off  the  frequent,  but  groundlefs  afper^: 
fion,  that  thofe  who  believe  the  gofpel  are  gloomy 
and  morofe.  None  have  fuch  plentiful  fources  of 
joy  and  praife'  as  the  beloved  of  the  Lord,  the  expeft- 
anl9  of  gjory,  honour,  and  imiportality. 
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WE  are  now  to  cQnficher  another  fe6Uon  of  Mtr 
Prophet's  fourth  difcourfe,  contained  itt  tlie 
fifth  part  of  thefe  prophecies,  ifaiah,  addre^clg  t4i« 
ferv^nts  of  Jefii$  Chrift,  who  expetS  a  mbfe  fall  <ta- 
nifeftation  of  the  kmgdom  of  God,  confirms  their 
fkith  atid  hope  bj  moft  encouraging  prtmifes.-^ 
This  prophetic  orktion  may  be  diftributed  into  Ihiw 
pins. — in  the  ^ift,  thofe  "vt^ho  prefide  ^vcr  the  cotti- 
fnunity  of  *he  faithful,  havirtg  exprelfed  their  ce&ln^ 
tion  of  pferibvcttng  in  f enrent  prayer?,  and  vigorous 
endceavoute  to  promote  the  proiperity  6f  <he  Ghiift:h, 
a  large  act:effion  is  promifed  to  be  made  to  tfhelr  auiki^ 
bers,  and  a  new  name  to  lie  given  them,  #hUft  they 
are  taught  to  expeA  protedion  tccati  their  enemies, 
Ver.  I — 5. — —In  thefecond, explicit  affbraifice  is  given 
6f  the  peculiar  care  of  Divine  providence  to  fMVide  fctf 
them  paftors  who  (h^ll  continue,  Whh  unremitting  iffi^ 
duity,  their  ld>our$  fot  the  benefit  of  Zic^,  tintil  God 
fhallbe  pleafed  tofblfil  his  gracious  prbmifes,  1^.  6,  y. 
.^'—i-iti  the  third  part,  the  prermifes  llhat  God  hath 
xpadfe  for  the  comfort  of  his  people  ittt  tatifttd  by  hit 
bath;  and  they  sire  informed,  that  tvttf  kbpitfi- 
ineht  that  lay  in  the  way  of  their  accotfipHiiiifttit 
fhaH  be  removed-^ili  c6iife(iuenee  <vheft6f,  plo4^&K 
mation  is  Gfrdered  to  be  made  to  places  th^  ttoftt^ 
mote,'  of  the  profperity  afid  falvacion  of  the  City^  iot 
God,  ver.  8.  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 
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* 

F>R  Zion's  fake  will  I  not  hold  iny  peace, 
and  for  Jerufalem's  fake  I  will  not  reft. 
Until  the  righteoufnefs  thereof  gp  forth  as 
bfightnefs,  aiid  the  falv^tioa  thereof  $s  a  lamp» 
tAat  bumeth. 

Having  fontold  the    felkitj  and  gbry  of  the 

Church,  our  psophet,  in  his  own  name,  and  in  that  of 

faithful  inilni£tws  of  the  people  of  God,  exprei&a  his 

dcTout  lefolution  of  employing  affidnous  endeavouc9 

for  advancing  the  profperity  of  Xion.    What  be* 

Gomkig  folicitude  does  he  manifeft  for  promoting  the 

falvaticm  of  men^  and  the  interefts  of  the  kingdom  of 

God,  for  prcferving  and  perpetuating  the  privileges 

belonging  to  the  fubjeds  of  his  empire,  for  increafing 

their  numbers,  and  enlarging  their  boundaries.  Tbefi( 

important  objedsjoiily  claim  the  firenuous.exertions 

of  the  fervant^  of  God,  of  which  Ilaiah  exhibits  an  iU 

luftrious  example — For  Zion^s/aicI will  noi  boldny 

peace,  &c.     Zion'  and  Jerufalem  wene  the  pbces 

wherein  the  worfliip  of  God  was  eftablilhed  under 

the  fonter  oeconomy.    From  thence  the .  gol'pel  wa^ 

]»:omu]gated  and  extended  over  the  world,  carrying 

along  with  it  theie  names ;   and  whenever  the  doc« 

trine  of  the  kingdom  is  preached,  there  is  Zion  and 

Jerufalem,  which,  in  their  figurative  ferife,  denote  the 

Church  of  God.    For  the  fake  of  this  highly-favoured 

community,  for  the  fake  of  the  facred  truths  whereby 

they  are  inftcuded  and  comforted,  and  the  inefti* 

jnabie  privileges  they  enjoys — I  will  not  hold  my 

peace,  nor  be  filent  before  God,  but  will  continue  in* 

ftant  in  forveoc  prayer  and  fupphcation~-  That  what? 

ever  ftands  in  oppofition  to  the  enlargement  and 

cftablifliment  of  the  kingdom  of  Meffi^h  may  be  re<p 

moved  out  of  the  way^— That  the  word  of  the  Juord 

may 
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may  gradually  fpread  in  evecy  direftion,  and  be  ac- 
companied with  the  Spirit  and  blei&ng  of  God,  until 
all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  become  the  kingdoms 
of  our  Lord  and  his  Chriih — /  wUliHd  reji^  nor  ceafe 
from  vigorous  endcayours  to  promote  this  blefied  de» 
fign.  Convinced  that  importunity  in  prayer  for  the 
profperity  of  Zion  (hould  always  be  attended  with 
aifiduous  exertions,  for  attaining  this  end,  .1  will  la- 
bour diligently,  by  niy  inftrudlions  and  example^  that 
by  their  means  this  deflrable  objedl  nuty  be  carried 
forward.  By  unwearied  efforts  in  the  mlniftry  of  the 
wolrd,  1  will  aim  to  awaken  tranfgcefibra  to  a  fenfe  of 
their  danger ;  and  by  the  pradice  of  truth  and  juftice, 
of  patience  and  refignation,  and  readinefs  to  every 
good  work,  to  animate  the  faithful  to  adivity  in  the 
iervice  of  God-^ln  the  pleafing  hope  that,  through 
the  Divine  bleffitig,  many  may  be  perfuaded  to 
abandon  their  tranrgreffions,  and  to  join  them&lves 
to  the  Lord;  and  that  the  citizens  of  Zion  may  be 
excited  to  abound  in  the  work  of  Jehovah. — ^Tbis 
laudable  determination  ought  to  be  adopted  by  every 
Chriftia'n,  who  may  be  ufeful,  in  fome  meafare,  in 
promoting  the  welfare  of  the  Church  of  God,  by  car- 
neft  prayer  and  good  example.  Let  us,  brethren, 
join  to  our  profeilions  of  love  to  God  and  zeal  for  bis 
honour  and  intereft,  inceflant  requefts  for  the  fpread 
and  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  and  urtite,  ilirith  thofe  who 
poflefs  more  influence  and  opportunities,  our  beft  ef- 
forts for  its  eftablUhmcnt,  and  extenfion  to  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth, 

IhitU  the  rightemfnefs  thereof  go  forth  as  brightnefs, 
&c.  The  righteoufnefs  that  conHitutes  the  beauty 
and  glory  of  Zion  was  brought  in  by  the  great  Mef- 
fi&h,  who  anfwered  the  demands  of  the  law  of  God, 
dDd  fulfilled  all  righteoufnefs.  This  precious  benefit, 
when  received  and  relied  on  by  the  people  of  God,  is 
always  accompanied  with  adual  conformity  to  die 
will  of  God,  and  manifefted  by  habitual  holinefs  of 
heart  and  life,  which  is  eflential  to  their  charader, 
and  iieceflary  to  demonltrate  the  reality  of  tbehr  pro- 

felBon* 
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fellion.  Thb  valuable  objeA,  the  fervants  of  the 
Moft  High  are  folicitous  may  go  forth  a$  brightnefi, 
that  its  real  excellence  and  luftre  may  appear  con« 
fpicuous,  fo  as  to  excite  admiration,  efteem/  and  gra- 
titude, and  that  its  benign  influence  may  be  exen- 
lively  experienced. — And  the  fahation  thereof  as  a 
lamp  that  burnelh.  By  the  falvation  intended  may  be 
meant  the  deliverance  of  the  Church  from  the  evils 
wherein  they  were  involved,  and  the  enjoyment  of 
the  precious  bleflings  of  which  they  heard  joyful 
tidings,  that  they  were  taught  to  exped,  and  which 
they  were  eanieftly  defirous  to  obtaip.  This  falva* 
tion,  our  prophet  was  deeply  concerned  (with  all  who 
are  like  minded)  (hould  go  forth  fpeedUy,  as  a  lamp 
that  burneth,  to  give  light  to  them  that  fit  in  dark* 
nefs,  in  every  age,  country,  and  condition,  to  afford 
them  condud  and  comfort,  to  preferve  them  from  the 
dangers  to  which  they  are  obnoxious,  and  to  lead 
them  forward  to  true  happinefs  and  glory.— In  this 
becoming  refolution,  let  us  alfo  cordially  unite ;  and, 
with  unfeigned  regard  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
profperity  of  his  Church,  endeavour  to  carry  it  into 
execution,  in  the  confidence  that  our  labour  (hall  not 
be  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  The  more  you  refemble  God 
in  goodnefs,  love,  and  mercy,  the  more  adive  will 
you  be  that  the  kingdom  of  God  may  come  with 
pow^r  throughout  the  whole  world. 

"  2.  And  the  Gentiles  (hall  fee  thy  righteouC- 
nefs,  and  all  kings  thy  glory :  and  thou  (halt 
be  called  by  a  new  name»  which  the  mouth  of 
the  Lord  (hall  name. 

The  earned  prayers  and  afliduous  exertions  of  the 
fervants  of  God  in  behalf  of  the  Church,  (hall  be 
followed  with  joyful  confequences— Tib^  GentUesJbaU 
fit  tby  r^teoujkefs.  Heathen  nations,  fitting  in  dark* 
siefs,  with  their  princes  and*  rulers,  (hall  behold,  with 
admiratioii  and  delight^  the  righteoufnefs^and  glory  of 

the 
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tlie  kingddm  ef  God ;  they  fliall  fo  contemplate  them 
mth  the  enUghteoed  e  jes  of  tbek  underftan^iogs,  as  to 
participate  in  thefe  precious  benefits,  and  to  rejoice 
m  the  felicity  they  convey. — Atd  tbm  Jhak  he  csBed 
By  m  new  name.  Thou  flialt  be  known  and  diftin* 
guifhed  by  thofe  defignatiom  which  deferibe  the  new 
privileges  and  dignity  to  which  thou  (halt  be  exalted. 
Thou  flialt  be  named  Hephzi-bah,  for  the  Lord  de- 
fighteth  in  thee,  ver.  4,— .the  holy  people,  the  redeem* 
ed  of  the  Lord,  a  city  not  forfeken,  ver.  i2,-p--tbe 
city  of  the  Lord,  the  Zion  of  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael, 
^apter  J*.  14,— -The  name  of  the  city  fliall  be  from 
tiiat  day  Thje  Lorb  is  thxre,  £iek.  xlviit.  35.  And 
tiiy  bap^y  and  honourable  condition  ihall  exaAly 
correfpond  to  thefe  titles,  whereby  the  word  of  the 
Lord  hath  declared  thou  ftialt  be  difcriminated  fiem 
all  other  focieties. — To  this  blefled  eommuAfty, 
brethren,  we  profefledly  belong,  and  therefore  it 
behoves  us  to  ftiew  that  thefb  denominations  are  juftly 
applied.  What  avails  a  new  name  if  we  are  not  new 
creatures,  created  in  Gbrift  Jefus  unto  good  Works. 
Let  us  demonftrate,  in  dependence  on  the  grace  of 
God,  that  thefe  eharaders  indeed  belong  to  u6,  by 
making  it  our  daily  bufinefs  to  pleafe  God,  and  to 
jferve  him  in  newnefs  of  life. 

3.  Thou  flialt  alfo  be  a  crown  of  glory  in 
the  hand  of  the  Lord,  axid  a  roy&l  diajlem  in 
the  haii4  of  thy  God. 

The  high  honour  to  which  the  Church  fli^li  be 
advanced,  and  their  perfed  iafety  in  the  protediion 
of  the  Almighty,  is  delineated  in  language  of  peculiar 
elegance  and  lublimity.— -The  kingdom  of  God  is 
ttpceiented  in  prophecy  by  vavions  beautiful  fimilit 
tad^s,  taken  firom  fenfibk  objeAs^  00  whioh  nie»  let 
the  hi^eit  value,  and  are  mefli  foUciteua  t^  obtain. 
In  the  words  before  ns  if  isfpoken  of  as  a  erown,  or 
roy(^ diatleiD,  wbicfe is theeufigt)  of  powtv aiul g»a«. 

deur^ 
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deur.  Roydty  is  the  hlgheft  pitcfa  of  humiii  f  feat* 
aeis  to  wbich  peribns  can  afptre  in'^this  prefenc  ftate, 
and  thofe  wbo  poflefs  it  have  arriv^  ikt  the  fummit 
of  iffrorldly  fpkndor  an<i  magnificence.  A  crowiv 
which  dKlttrtguflhes  the  prince  that  is  itivefted  with 
fapreme  autbority^  is  here  mentioned,  to  illaftrate  the 
glory  and  beanty  of  the  Church  of  God,  when  ele- 
vated to  a  floari^ing  and  profpeAMsa  condition.  Fa* 
vouittd  "witfli  the  fpecial  prHelice  df  God»  af>d  fignal 
marks  of  hisgmcious  iiegard,  adorned  with  the  graces 
€€  hk  Spirit^  and  ihiniag  fbith  in  the  beauties  of  beli* 
nefs,  they  ara  infinitely  more  Taluabie  in  the  fight  of 
God^  and  a  greats  honoor^  to  him^  tba«  the  richeft 
diadem^  fet  with  precious  jewels^  is  to  an  earthly 
nndnarch.  1  here  faUifts  betwb^t  God  and  his  pecu* 
Mar  people  tnu  only  am  mtima4}e  rektibn,  but  a  reci^ 
procal  inteneft;  in  confe^aence  whereof,  tbey  ar^ 
reprefented  as  being  to  God  what  he  is  to  themi  I 
will  explain  what  1  mean-^lli  the  xtviit.  chapter  of 
diis  prophecy^,  at  the  5th  verfe,  the  Lord  .<k  hofts 
protAifed  *  That  be  would  be  for  aciown  of  glory^aiid 
'  a  di£idem  of  beauty,  to  the  refidite  of  his  people/ 
ki  the  words  undcar  oosfideration,  he  aflores  them, 
that  they  (hall  be  in  his  hand  a  cro^n  of  glory^  and 
a  roy^l  diadem.  His  power  and  glory  (hall  be  richly 
di^ayed  in  raifing  th^n  Co  high  hbn^r  and  e&ten^ 
five  influence,  $0  as^notonly  to  attraA  admiration,  but 
to  acquire  renown  and  oelebrity  among  their  enemies^ 
In  aixy  other  band  their -elevation  might  bave  expofed 
thetn  to  danger,  arifing  froift  the  envy  and  oppofition 
of  their  advetfaries,  bdt  in  the  hand  rf  Jehovah  ^hejr 
pLTC  in  pefed  fafety. 

A  the  band  of  ibe  Ij^d  thy  God.  The  expreffion, 
which  is  ftequeiAly  ufed  in  Scripture,  is  »ie»tioned 
once  and  again  in  tbis  yet fe,  to  fignify  the  favour,  th^ 
-pa^et  of  Jehovah,  His  migfhty,  gracious  reganrd  for 
his  people,  renders  them  truly  honoarabk,^and  in  that 
ftfffe  exempt  ftom  d^ger.  He  holds  them  as  in  his 
hafnd,  intimating  his  compfecency  in  them,  and  that 
be  conftders  them  as  mluaUeand beauiit^L  He  takes 
•     •  pleafure 
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pleafure  in  (hewing  them  to  the  world  as  his  peculUf 
treafure«  which  he  hath  purchafed;  as  hb  workmaa- 
ihip,  wherein  he  delights;  as  the  fubjeds  of  his  king- 
dom, wherein  he''  will  be  glorified.  In  the  hand  of 
the  Lord,  who  maketh  great,  who  giyech  ftrengtb 
unto  all,  they  appear  amiable  and  glorious.  Nov, 
therefore,  our  God,  we  thank  thee  and  praife  thj 
gbrious  name — and  we  requeft  th&t  thy  hand  may 
be  on  all  them  that  feek  thee,  for  good ;  that  the 
glory  of  thy  grace,  and  their  felicity,  may  be  thereby 
adTanced.-— Remember,  brethren,  tteit  God  juftly  ex- 
pels fuitable  returns  from  his  people  for  the  choice 
bleffings  they  enjoy.  Doth  he  vouchlafe  to  fpeak 
of  them  as  a  crown  of  glory,  a  thankful  fenfe  of  bis 
condefcenfion  (hould  induce  them  to  live  to  his  jmufe, 
and  to  manifeft  their  fpiritual  dignity  and  beauty,  by 
fearing,  loving,  obeying,  and  ferving  him,inthepradice 
of  mercy,  righteoufneis,  and  holinefs.  To  you  1  dired 
the  words  of  Jefus  Chrift,  '  Hold  faft  that  which  thou 
*  haft  *;*  retain,  with  vigilance,  firmqefs,  and  cire, 
the  dodrines  and  ordinances  of  the  gofpel-^the  £uth, 
integrity,  and  purity,  which  you  have  attained,  that 
no  man  take  your  crown,  and  deprive  you  of  your 
moft  precious  advantages, 

4.  Thou  fhalt  no  more  be  termed,  Forfaken; 
neither  (hall  thy  land  any  more  be  termed, 
Dcfolate :  but  thou  (halt  be  called  Hephzi-bafa, 
and  thy  land,  Beulah :  for  the  Lord  deligfat- 
eth  in  thee,  and  thy  land  (hall  be  married. 

A  permanent,  happy  change  is  foretold  to  take 
place  in  the  ftate  of  the  Church.  The  people  of  God 
may  be  confidered  either  with  refped  to  their  fpirit- 
ual and  internal  ftajte,  as  they  appear  in  the  figbt  of 
God,  or  in  refpe&  of  their  external  condition,  in  the 
view  of  men.  In  the  former  capacity,  they  always 
enjoy  the  favour  and  protection  of  God,  who  is  their 

fonftant  d^ence  i  and  who  hath  faid  he  will  never 

leave 
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leave  tior  forfake  them ;  in  the  latter,  they  are  oftea 
looked  upon  as  deferted  and  defolate,  when  God,  by 
his  providential  difpenfations,  apparently  treats  them 
as  if  he  had  rejeAed  and  call  them  off,  and  there  are 
few  or  none  to  befriend  and  fupport  their  intereds : 
Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  pofterity  of  ifrael,  at  the 
time  they  were  carried  captive  to  Babylon,  when 
their  fituation  refembled  that  of  a  difconfolate  widow, 
bereaved  of  her  hufband.  After  the  period  to  which 
our  prophet  refers,  they  are  afTured  that  they  (hall  no 
more  be  reduced  to  this  unhappy  external  condition ; 
on  the  contrary,  the  Lord  God  will  continue  to  exer- 
cife  his  paternal  care  over  them  and  all  their  concerns. 
Under  his  kind  prote(^ion,  they  (hall  adopt  the 
triumphant  language  of  the  royal  Pfalmift,  in  Pfalm 
xli.  II.    *  By  this  I  know  that  thou  favoureft  me» 

•  becaufe  mine  enemy  doth  not  exult  over  me.' 

Bta  tbouJbaU  be  called  Hepbzubab,  ^eehich,  being  in* 
terpreted,  ngnifies  the  Lord  delighteth  in  thee.  What 
a  glorious  privilege,  including  the  greateft  happinefs 
and  higbeft  honour !  The  blefied  God  taketh  pleafure 
in  them  that  fear  him,  and  in  them  that  hope  in  his  mer- 
cy. According  to  his  promife,  *  The  Lord  thy  God  will 

•  fave,  he  will  rejoice  over  thee  with  joy,  he  will  reft 

•  in  his  love,  he  will  joy  over  thee  with  finging*  .* 
As  they  delight  in  him,  and  in  his  great  goodnefs,  and 
prefer  him  to  their  chiefeft  earthly  joy,  fo  he  is  pleafed 
to  delight  in  them  and  in  their  proiperity.  Having 
formed  them  for  himfelf,  that  they  may  fhew  forth 
bis  praife,  he  takes  complacency  in  his  own  living 
image,  after  which  they  are  renewed  as  the  firft  fruits 
of  his  creatures,  being  confecrated  to  his  fervice  as 
members  of  his  family,  and  the  heirs  of  his  kingdom. 
As  fin  renders  people  deformed  and  odious  in  his 
iightj  fo  thofe  who  are  redeemed  and  fandlified,  are 
well-pleafing  unto  him  ;  he  approves  of  their  way 
and  their  work,  and  withholds  from  them  no  good 
thing.  What  can  be  fo  grateful  to  a  good  man,  who 
approves  things  truly  excellent,  as  to  be  beloved  of  the 

Vol.  IV.  3G  J-ord 
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Iiord  of  bearr^n  and  ^artti,  M  h^e  fdtmd  grace  in  1» 
fight,  as  did  Mofe? ;  to  enjoy  the  ttHmony  fiimti  ta 
Enoch,  that  he  pleafed  God ;  and  the  hajp^ncft  d 
Daniel,  wbo  waci  a  mm\  greatly  beSored  of  God.  If 
the  favours  conferred  by  an  intettig^C,  fmthM  firiefld, 
though  of  littk  intrinfic  worth,  are  ^ued  as  teftioKK 
nies  of  regard  and^fficHl,  how  highhf  ought  the 
kindnefies  of  God  to  be  efthnated,  who  reJMcai  over 
him  to  do  him  good  !«-^How  great  the  coAdcfcen* 
fion  of  Jehovah;  in  for mimg  his  fervflntff  inte^  his  own 
Itfembianee,  m  difpofing  themr  to  lite  a  feber,  rigfate^ 
,ous,  and  goify  Hfe ;  in  clofe  eoimedion  with  the  grest 
Redeemer,  in  humble  dependence  cm  his  gmce,  and 
in  patient  refignation  to  the  difpeiffatAoM  df  his  pfo^ 
vidence,  wherein  rhey  e^rience  the  mcpft  fuUjuie 
pleafures,  and  whereby  God  htmfelf  is^  gkftifted  I 

And  tby  land  Benkdf,  i^c.    The  kihabitnitSftffthe 
land  are  doubtteid  intended,  the  ground  itiblf  bdng  a 
Itibjed  incapable  cX  marriage^  which  the  name  de- 
notes.   Out  prophet  foretels,  in  thefe  woidsi  that 
the  Church,  which  formerly  had  been  delbkte^  flatt 
be  admitted  into  a  moft  intiitiarte,  hoUduraMe,  idd 
endearing  relation  to  the  Lord  God.    Thdu  flsric  be 
married— to  whom  ?    To  the  God  of  heaven  and 
earth,  as  we  fearh  from  the  following  veffe.    Afto- 
niihing  th6ught !    Happy  they  wlxy  are  tbw*  joined 
imto  the  Lord,  and  dre  the  objedsof  his  tender  afiec* 
tionand  Divine  complitcency !    Though  the  ooBJa- 
gal  relation  be  intimate  and  pkafaiit,  it  exhibits  bul 
a  faint  reprefentation  of  the  ftill  cldfer  union  into 
Which  the  Church  is  aflumed  by  their  Lofd,  «o  whom 
true  Chriftians  ate  laid  to  be  joined,  fo  as  to  be  one 
fpirit.    To  thofe  brought  into  this  connexion  with 
him,  to  whom  belongs  the  defignation  of  Meukb^  be 
opens  the  treafures  of  his  goodnefs^  ftom  whenoe  he 
enriches  them ;  he  difclofes  the  fountain  of  his  hft^ 
from  which  he  plentifully  convqfs  his  precious  bene* 
fits.    He  gives  them  grace  and  gbry,  and  withbddi 
from  them  no  good  thing.    Thofe  who  are  ooae* 
%uatnted  with  their  enjoyments  cannot  eftimate  them 

properly. 
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properly.  £lpM  jhave  a  lefs  troufalefome,  and  Ids 
dangerous,  jaivd  at  the  £une  t^sat  a  more  Teal  an4 
^oopfoitabk  j^oflefioQ  of  the  goo4  things  of  this  ii& 
tJbui  thej.  And  with  JDefped  to  things  fpintual  and 
future,  their  circumftances  are  the  moil  plea&njt 
t^t  cm  be  dcfiped,  and  their  proQpe^  Xhe  juoil 
glwous. 


5.  For  ^/  a  ydttog  num  marneth  a  virgm, 
^  fliall  thy  fans  marry  thee :  and  as  the  bride- 
groom rejoicetb  over  th|B  brlde^  Jo  Ihail  thy 
God  jrejcicc  oyer  thee. 


^Tfae  Ibbgrft  meDCiotted  in  the  preceding  Terfe,  is 
illnftjated  bjafimiliutde  of  peculiar  beauty  and  excel* 
ksu:e.  Ji  douUe  oonne^ioo  is  focined  by  chafe  who 
aie  joined  together  in  the  feofe  here  intended.  The 
%MTiraal  cfaildceo  of  the  iaith&lt  ih  whom  the  X^oni 
ddigfacetfa,  are  &  neacly  related  to  thofe  from  whom, 
as  meaos,  they  derive  their  fpintual  eiuftenoe,  tiia^ 
die  oonneAifisi,  in  Osne  meafuce,  nefembles  the  cook 
yag^  union.  Tbie  jlegenecated  children  of  God'iB  fee* 
YSfits  ase  deeply  iflterefted  in  thofe  with  whom  they 
JQM  in  CQBimumoR ;  ^y  cbniih  aSeAioaate  concern 
fiarithek  iwelfiffe,  wfaicfa  they  afliduoufly  endeavour  to 
pomnote,  and  beooming  fetieitude  for  their  happineft 
and  comfoct.  On  the  odier  par^,  the  dtiaens  of  Zjoq 
embrace  thofe  who  enter  into  feUowfliip  with  them, 
widi  cordial  affisAioo,  they  beoomis  helpeta  of  their 
jay^  tfaey  Jionour  them  with  many  honours,  and  fliew 
them  ihat  refped  and  coniideaoe  ^  which  they  are 
jiiAly  entitled.  These  fubfifts  between  them  reci* 
poonU.  uo£eigaed  aflfe&ion.  accompanied  with  mutual 
affiflanoe,  rail  benefit,  and  true  enjoyment.  TThe 
senavated  poAeiity  U  the  fiuthful  enter  into  the 
Chofch,  that  they  may  he  rdfrefhed  and  edified  by 
their  f^kh  ^aad  jesample ;  and  the  Church  receives 
them  as  their  fpiritual  progenyi  apd  acknowledges 

that 


426  t£CTUR£S  ON  THE     Chap.  LXII. 

that  they  are  their  rejoicing.  They  are  helpful  in 
advancing  each  other's  comfort,  by  kind  fympatby 
and  good  offices,  which  are  the  blefled  effeds  of  this 
union,  that  is  here  compared  to  the  marriage  rela- 
tion. 

And  as  the  bridegroom  rejoicetb^  &c,  Thofe  in 
whom  the  Lord  delighteth  become  not  only  ind-. 
mately  conneded  with  his  Church,  into  which  tbey 
are  admitted,  but  the  Lord  God  himfelf  triumphs  in 
their  endearing  relation  to  him.  Marriage  ferves, 
among  other  purpofes,  as  a  figure  of  the  permanent 
union  of  the  Son  of  God  with  his  difciples,  according 
to  the  dodrine  taught  by  the  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles, 
in  his  epiftle  to  the  Ephefians  *,  in  which  he  affirms 
this  is  the  nnyftery  contained  in  that  inftituticm.  And 
in  the  words  before  us,  the  joy  wherewith  God  re« 
joices  over  his  Church,  is  compared  to  the  joy  of  the 
bridegroom  over  the  bride.  Indeed,  whatever  is  ex- 
cellent  and  defiral)le  in  the  charader  and  ftateof 
fuch  a  perfon,  affi)rds  only  a  faint  emblem  of  the  ex- 
quifite  delight  that  God  hath  in  his  Church,  which  he 
hath  chofeii  for  his  peculiar  tieafure,  above  all  the 
people  that  are  on  the  earth.  He  rejoices  in  their  hap- 
pinefs  and  profperity,  and  in  the  mutual  afiedion 
that  fubfifts  between  them,  whilft  in  his  love,  that 
pafleth  knowledge,  they  rejoice  as  they  that  find 
great  fpoil.  He  exprefles  himfelf  highly  pleafed  with 
their  fpiritual  beauty,  and  fpeaks  of  their  graces  as 
ornaments  iq  his  fight,  of  great  price,  whilft  they  fo- 
lac^  themfelves  by  the  contemplation  of  his  glory, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his  loving  kind- 
nefs*  From  thefe  circumftances,  with  others  that 
might  be  mentioned,  appear  the  jufiice  and  propriety 
of  the  comparifon  ftated  in  this  t'erfe^-^-This  fubjed, 
which  is  trapfcendently  wonderful,  ought  to  excite 
pleafing  admiration  and  humble  gratitfiide  to  the  God 
efall  grace,  joined  with  folicitous  concern  to  become 
the  objed^  wherein  the  Lord  God  will  rejoice,  which 
k  •     '    '  V  .  :   •  •  mutt 
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muft  prove  a  fource  of  never-failing  confolation  to 
thofe  who  participate  in  this  privilege. 

6.  I  have  fet  watchmen  upon  thy  walls,  O 
Jerufalem,  wbicb  ihall  never  hold  their  peace 
day  nor  night :  ye  that  make  mention  of  the 
Lord,  keep  not  filence. 

Thefe  words,  directed  to  the  citizens  of  Jerufalein« 
reprefent  the  peculiar  care  of  Divine  providence,  in 
fumithing  them  with  paftors  and  teachers,  intent  on 
promoting  their  fafety  and  comfort.  Jeruialem,  the 
metropolis  of  Judea,  was  remarkable  for  the  beauty  of 
its  fine  fituation,  for  the  ftrength  of  its  walls,  the  com« 
]>adnefs  of  its  buildings,  and  the  number  of  its  inha« 
bitants.  It  was  an  opulent  city,  a  royal  refidence, 
and  well  fortified  by  nature  and  art.  On  thefe  ac- 
counts, it  afforded  an  eminent  type  of  the  Church  of 
God  under  the  New  Teftament,  which  in  this  pallage, 
as  in  many  other  places,  bears  its  name.  This  city 
of  the  living  God,  of  which  glorious  things,  are  fpoken 
by  the  prophets,  is  encompafled  as  with  walls,  where- 
by the  citizens  are  feparated  from  the  world,  and  de- 
fended  from  enemies. — On  thefe  waUs,  the  Lord  God 
declares  that  )ie  fet  watchmen,  whom  he  hath  quali* 
fied  for  their  work,  and  to  whom  he  hath  affigned 
their  feveral  ftations,  to  attend  to  the  beft  interefts  of 
thofe  committed  to  their  infpedion,  to  prevent  dif« 
orders,  and  to  give  notice  of  approaching  danger. 
This  is  indeed  a  wife  and  benevolent  inftitution,  ad- 
mirably adapted,  through  the  bleffing  of  God,  to  ad« 
vance  the  profperity  of  the  Church,  and  that  requires 
great  vigilance  and  ejcertion  from  thofe  who  are  in« 
vefted  with  this  important  office. 

IVbicb/baU never  bold  tbeir  peace ^  frc.  Their  chatacf 
ter  and  employment  is  delineated  in  thefe  few  words. 
The  watchmen  fet  over  the  Church  ihall  not  be 
filent  on  any  proper  occafion,  wherein  it  is  expedient 
for  them  to  fpeak,  either  in  giving  intimation  to  tho 

people 


4M  VEiCTDRXB  w  tm.    Qiaf.LXIL 

people  mtxa&fid  to  idwir«ara  pf  wbat  h  rp^uifite  for 
their  fafety,  and  tp  rprefent  iiippIic;ation3  to  Cq(1«  t]i9t 
he  may  give  efEcacy  to  their  admonitions  and  labours. 
Ui  the  itiinift/y  gf  Uie  wpj4,  ^hey  .ftrf  he  inftant  in 
feafon  and  put  pf  leafon,  not  ce^fipj^  to  teach  ^veij 
man,  and  to  warn  every  man,  that  they  ipay  prefcnt 
arery  imm  perfe<^  in  Chrift  Jcftis  •.  Th^  flid 
fliew  all  good  fidelity  in  all  ^tt^  ;  and,  after  4lie 
illuftrious  example  of  one  eminently  diligent  in  bis 
irork,  they  urSi  iondeavour  fo  to  wSt,  that  with  him 
thej  JHUigr  he  aUe  tofaf  each  for  himfelf,  *  1  eeoM 
*  not  to  waro  every  man  night  and  day  wjth  teass.' 
•p^Nor  fliall  they  hold  their  peace  befbve  tibe  diiaae 
ef  grace,  ond  vcnraiD  .'fioom  ferrent  prayers  to  thf  Locd 
God  Aimighty  for  the  pcoiperity  aS  Jerufale«.-  Am* 
mated  wkh  adnre  ^oncem  for  the  welfare  of  the 
)d»gdom  of  God,  they  fliail  pfay  witliottt  ceafing* 
that  the  Lord  wcaiid  Ue£i  Zion,  and  give  them  to 
fee  die  good  4»f  |enifalem  aH  the  daya  of  their  life  f  • 
Tlbat  he  would  do  good  uoto  'Z.ion  ^,  frc.  . 

1?  tiai  make  mnaicm^ftbe  Lor^^ot^  as  the  Hebrew 
tROtda  are  pepdeced  in  the  OMU^gtn  of  iomt  Bibles,  ye 
that  are  tbe  ^4»d*<  rememfapmcers.  Eitbor  trafiftuion 

i'uftly  defcribes  die  cfaaraAer  qf  thofe  to  whoia  oor 
?ropbet  addreAs  his  exhoitatioa.  In  their  comer* 
fiitioOythey  iafonn  th/nr  fellow  <:itiEeM  of  the  won* 
dei^  woriu  thM  Cod  hath  done  for  them,  they 
ncord  the  memoiy  of  liis  gseat  goodaefs,  and  fpedc 
cf  the  impoitant  duties  that  they  owe  to  God  la 
coafc4)iiei>oe  ^f  4he  HianifoU  oUigationa  he  hath 
hrought  them  under  to  his  ferrice.  They  Temember 
^e  Loiai,  and  pjbetnih  ^wqueot  pleaijinf  rcoUe^kion  ef 
the  name,  the  pcavidance,  the  pri^ncf ,  the  beacfici» 
the  £ahratioa,ind.promifesiof  God.  In  theijr  pfifeetf 
and  praifes  they  celebrate  hisDiiriQe  exceUeiicie€,diej 
«xial  the  florious  honour  of  his  tnafdiy,  thej  relate 
his^vigbteoufBeis,  and  icameftly  plead  (or  the  accoos* 
filifhment  x£  his  j^ood  word,  hnd  tbe  advaaoemeot 
of  his  kingdom.^viiierfaDs  of  thit.4ofcpptioa  aiedi- 

....   •     ^  ;    ..     maed 
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Tt&d  Hat  to  be  &\iM.  Take  heedr  dMt  yda  AonoH 
abftain  from  Socqaent  pleafing.  renlambrance  of  j&t 
kovah  ;  OKrit  tfiot  to  thmk  and  fpeak  of  his  gbribut 
grdce,  to  piufeiKh  his  pvaifes,  aftd  to  dall  oa  his*  name^ 
wfa0  is  the  fateaceF  of  praytr.  Knowiiig  the  terrors 
of  tkft  Lord,  and  feding  the  coaftrakito  of  the  lore 
of  Gkrift,  you  fhoisld  be  folicitoiss  to  OMike  bit  name 
to*  bo  femeoibeved  throughout  ail  genecaticms; 

y.  And  give  him  no  re(l«  till  be  e(UbU(li^ 
axtd  tiU  he  malce  Jerufalem  a  praife  in  the 
eaf  tb. 

The  inceflant  importunity  of  God^s  fervants  can«i 
not  in  the  leaff  difiurb  or  interrupt  the  perfect 
tranquillity  of  Jehovah,  the  complacential  enjoy* 
iskeni  of  hie  confummate  felicity  and  glory^  tn 
the  expreiSon  there  is  a  bDid  figure,  taken  from 
the  urgent  eircumffanc'es  of  a  prince,  who,  being  fa- 
tigued by  long  attendance  to  the  importunate  petitions 
of  his  fobjed^s,  hath  little  time  left  him  for  repo(e« 
The  number  and  frequency  of  the  appCcations  made 
to  him,  in  a  manner  conltrain  him  to  grant  the  re- 
queiis  of  his  petitioners.  This  fubjed^  is  finely  illuf^ 
trated  by  Jefus  Chrift,  in  the  parable  which  he  fpake, 
to  teach  men  to  pray  always^  and  not  to  faint  *.  Fol- 
low the  example  of  the  importunate  widow,  in 
unwearied  fupplications  to  the  Lord  Cod,  encduraged 
by  the  argument  fuggefted  by  our  Saviour  in  that 
figurative  dilbourfe.  lif  unremitting  applications  to 
an  unjuft  judge  proved  fuccefsful,  how  much  more 
may  you  exped  to  experience  the  eiBcacy  of  perfe- 
vedng  requeib»4  prefented  to  a  gracious  God,  who  is 
ever  ready  to  give  good  things  to  them  that  afk  him. 
prayer  is  his  own  ordinance,  which  he  hath  inftituted 
for  obtaining  the  blei&ngs  he  hath  promifed,  which 
he  delights  to  honour,  and  by  means  of  which  his 

Seople,  in  all  ages,  have  got,  for  thetnfelves  and  their 
rethren,  the  moft  precious  benefits. 
TiU  be  efiablj/b^  i^c.    The  watchmen  fet  on  the 

walls 
*^  See  L«ke  x?iii« 
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tkrails  of  Jeruialem,  ought  not  to  defift  firom  infbrmiiig 
the  citizens  of  whatever  i$  requifite  to  their  fafety 
and  comfort ;  nor  (hould  they  ceafe  from  aifidnoos 
applications  to  the  God  of  all  grace,  until  he  (hall  be 
pleafed  to  fettle  their  facred  interefts,  and  to  give  them 
tbe  agreeable  profped  that  their  privileges  ihaU  be 
fecured  to  their  pofterity.  This  eftablifliment  is  the. 
peculiar  work  of  Jehovah,  for  the  performance  of 
which  he  hath  given  the  ftrongeft  aflurance,  and  in- 
vefted  his  own  Son  with  all  power  in  heaven  suid 
earth  for  its  accompliftiment.  Indeed,  no  power 
but  that  of  the  Higheft  can  eflfed  this  arduous  enter* 
prize.  It  was  not  devifed  by  human. wifdom,  uor 
executed  by  human  power,  but  is*  the  work  of  omni- 
potence, which  all  the  adverfe  powers  of  hell  and  of 
earth  (hall  never  be  able  to  fhake  to  its  foundations, 
or  to  diveft  it  of  beauty  and  glory.  The  Lord  wiU 
eftabliih  Zion;  he  will  confirm,  enlarge,  and  perpetuate 
the  privileges  of  her  inhabitants ;  he  will  invigorate 
and  improve  their  graces  and  virtues ;  and  preferve 
them  in  the  faith  and  obedience  of  the  gofpel,  fo 
that  none  fhall  ever  be  allowed  to  undermine  their 
interefts,  or  to  deftroy  their  walls  and  bulwarks.— 
jind  tUl  be  make  Jerufakm  a  praife  in  tbe  earth,  tm 
objed  worthy  of  admiration,  efteem,  and  applaufc. 
How  beautiful,  how  glorious  dotb  the  Church  of  God 
appear,  When  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel  are  dif- 
penfed  in  fimplicity  and  purity,  and  every  thing  in 
the  houfe  of  the  God  of  heaven  is  tranfaded  according 
to  the  will  of  the  God  of  heaven  ! — When  the  holy 
Spirit,  accompanying  Divine  inflitutions,  produces  a 
blefled  change  in'  the  date  and  temper  of  men, 
turning  them  from  darknefs  to  light,  firom  the  power 
of  Satan  to  the  living  God,  quickening;  them  from 
death  in  fin,  and  rendering  them  alive  unto  God 
through  Jefus  Cbrifl — ^When  the  proud,  the  covet- 
ous, the  fenfual,  and  ambitious,  renouncing  their 
former  vain  purfuits,feek  thofe  things  which  are  abova^ 
where  Chrift  fitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  mi 
follow  after  thofe  things  which  are  honefli  jnft,  ptire, 
lovely,  and  of  good  report.— When  God  eminendy 

adorns 
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adorns  his  people  with  the  gifts  and  graces  of  his 
Spirit^  and  difpofes  them  to  let  their  light  fo  (hine 
before  m^n,  that  they,  feeing  their  good  works,  are 
induced  to  glorify  their  Father  who  is  in  heaven— 
And  when  the  boundaries  of  the  Redeemer's  king* 
dom  are  greatly  enlarged,  fo  that  the  nations  of  the 
earth  fee  his  glory,  and  fubmit  to  his  government.— ^ 
He  who  is  infinitely  good  hath  fixed  the  time  wherein 
this  happy  event  (hall.be  accomplifhed,  and  therefore 
it  is  the  beft :  He  who  is  infinitely  wife  hath  deter* 
mined  it,  and  therefore  it  is  the  moft  proper:  He 
that  is  infinitely  powerful  hath  appointed  it,  and 
therefore  it  (hall  take  place.  After  the  illuilrious 
example  of  the  prophet  Daniel,  who  underftanding, 
by  books,  that  God  was  about  to  refcue  Jerufaiem 
from  defolation,  let  us  feek  the  Lord  by  prayer  and 
fupplication,  that  he  would  make  her  a  praife  in  the 
earth. 

8.  The  Lord  hath  fwom  by  his  right  hand, 
and  by  the  arm  of  his  ftrength.  Surely  I  will 
no  more  give  thy  trom  to  be  meat  for  thine 
enemies^  and  the  fons  of  the  (tranger  (hall  not 
drink  thy  wine,  for  the  which  thou  haft  la« 
boured. 

The  flrongeft  fecurity  is  given,  that  the  Lord  God 
will  fend  continued  tranquillity  and  profperity  to  his 
Church;  that  being  delivered  from  their  enemies, 
they  (hall  rejoice  in  the  bleffings  of  his  goodnefs.— * 
God  willing  more  abundantly  to  (hew  unto  the  heirs 
of  promife  the  immutability  of  his  counfel,  confirm  d 
it  by  an  eath  *.  The  Lord  hath  fw^rn,  he  hath 
brought  himfelf  under  the  ftrongeft  obligations  that 
can  be  imagined,  to  accomplifh  what  he  hath  foretold, 
and,  in  the  moft  lolemn  manner,  conneded  tiie  per* 
feAioQs  of  his  nature  with  the  fulfilment  of  his  word. 
The  exprefiion  intimates  the  irreverlible  purpofe  of 

\ot.iV.  3H  Cod 
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God  to  ify  "What  bo  hath  fiiid.  Hit  right  hrndi  and 
the  arm  pf  his  ftcengtb,  fire  meotioned  as  fymbab  of 
hi)  op^nipoteoct.  wh«reby  the  prefcrvatioq  and  fafirty 
of  hip  people  are  offered.  Aod  by  this  declaration, 
the  ^mighty  power  of  Jehovah  i#  pledged^  ta  ffmt 
tbeni  the  mercies  bQ  hath  engaged  to  beftow,  pot^ 
isithftapdu^g  every  dbftruAioci  that  any  arife  to  im^ 
pede  their  accompUfhinent. 

Sw^ff  I  Vfill  W  m^e  gifO0  tfy  com,  {tc  Theft 
jMrds  jplainly  indicate,  that  the  calamity  whicb  ii 
Bf^mifed  to  be  averted  had  be^b  felt,  in  fcffmer  times, 
py  thf)  fubje^  oJf  the  |(ii^onEi  of  Qod,  a^  the  juft 
puntfhment  pf  their  fins.  It  is  indeed  a  (pre  judge* 
paent  for  people  to  be  deprived  ef  the  beft  pjovifiom 
they  had  ciqJle^ed  fpr  their  fuppoft ;  and  to  fee  tkem 
in  thi^  pc^elgoi)  of  ttieir  eneh^ies,  i/i^bo  are  thereby 
^lengthened  end  encouraged  in  tbei^f  hodile  defigns. 
This  feveire  afflidljon,  the  Almighty  folemnly  declares 
that  be  will  not  any  more  infliA  upon  his  Charch. 
In  the  Uter^  fepfe,  the  word$  import,  that  notwith- 

J  landing  their  reQdence  was  ^mpng  heathen  natioas, 
n  places  where  they  were  expoied  to  annajwices 
and  depredations,  God  wopld  m  mercy  pieierve  them 
|n  fsihiy^  m^  iiot^fliffer  tbe»  palfeffims  to  belaid 
wafte«  *  In  tranqmUity  ao4  fecuritjf  tkey  ihouU  en- 
joy  the  good  thiiigs  Divine  providence  had  pot  k^ 
their  hands,  the  neceflaries  and  comforts  of  life,  which 
|hey  aqqoired  throijga  the  hlei&og  of  God  on  their 
}aboi^  and  induftiy,  wbiah  are  fis^iv^ed  by  the  vMrd 
&i  Cod  and  pr^yer^  an4  to  he  received  with  ttenkf* 
giviBig  of  th^m  ihai  know  and  heUevo  tht  tmti^^ 
Being  delivered  fiom  perfQcutiQii  aod  cx^imI  d]f« 
tarhancei  ibey  (hall  rejoice  in  the  b^nefita  whorcwith 
^ey  aire  fayowed!  and  employ!  tbenpt  t9»  the  gioay  of 
the  giver. --In.  the  figurativci  fenfe,  t^e  escpee^Bw  i»- 
t;imate$^  that  the  word  of  God,,  m^  tbe  othev  lacsaos 
of  falvetion,  whereby  the,  pec vdj^  people  tf  Gqd  afc 
invigbratedt  fetia^ed;  and  comfort^  fiiatt  he  .Blemi* 
i^lly  enjoryed;  by  tbeiv^  free  froiAesiernaldiftwhaiDce. 

^  '    ^  ?; 
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or  ftnitious  fe&is  of  being  di^ptiTcd  of  thefti  bjr  thtt^ 
enemies.  Our  prophet,  deKtieating  the  v^ry  pttf^ 
petous  ftate  6f  the  Church,  might  hate  both  theM 
objeAs  io  TieW,  fo  that  the  words  may  be  ihtended 
to  comprehetid  both  fenfei*  and  tb  deinott  the  ^tiiet; 
uninterrupted  enjoyment  cf  both  temporal  and  ff^irit^ 
ual  mercies,  Mrheretfy  they  were  to  be  bleflM; 

9.  B«t  they  thslt  have  gathered  it,  (Hall  eat 
it^  and  praifii  the  Lord ;  and  they  that  haVe 
brought  it  together 9 -(haU  drink  it  in  the  courts 
of  my  holiBef** 

The  fubjed  ftitroduce^  in  the  former  Verfe,  is  cofi« 
tinued  and  farther  expHuned.^-Thofe  who  t^te  col^ 
ledod  the;  precious  fruits  of  the  earth,  put  fofrth  bf 
the  fun  and  the  moon  in  their  proper  feafon,  (hall 
not  experience  the  difappointment  and  vexation  that 
arffes  from  being  vtoleutly  deprived  of  the  neceflkrieil 
and  comforts  of  life  by  enemies  and  perfecutors; 
Seeing,  as  the  wife  man  obferves  *,  *  That  it  is  good 
'  and  comely  to  eat  and  to  drink,  and  to  enjoy  the 
*  good  of  their  labour/  they  (hall  <ake  the  temperate^ 
cheerfuli  and  thankful  ufe  of  the  benefits  which  God 
puts  into  their  power,  that  they  mdy  thereby  be  dif* 
pofed  for  the  faithful,  diligent  performatlce  of  their 
duty.  In  the  metaphorical,  and  more  recondite  fenfe 
of  the  words,  the  corn  and  the  wine  may  deilote  the 
means  of  fpiritual  life  and  falvatloti,  which  are  eri- 
joyed  with  peculiar  advantage  in  the  courts  of  God's 
holinefs.  When  attending  in  his  fanduary,  his  peo- 
le  derive  frOm  his  word  and  ordinances  noun(hmenf  ^ 
ability,  and  confolation.  In  this  view  the  predic-* 
tion  imports,  that  the  adverfaries  of  God^s  fervant^ 
(ban  not  be  allowed  to  deprive  thelli  of  the  religioui 
worfhip  and  facred  inftitutions,  whereby  their  minds 
arc  nouriihed  and  refreihed,  or  to  take  from  them  the 

fpiritusd 
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fpiritual  provifion  of  his  houfe,  bjr  which  they  are  in- 
vigorated  and  folaced— >That»  under  the  Divine  pro* 
tedion,  and  enriched  with  the  fruits  of  Divine  good- 
nefs,  they  ihall  enjoy,  with^cbeerfulnefs  and  gratitude, 
jthe  fignal  benefits  conferred  on  them  by  the  great 
Lord  of  all. — Andpraife  the  Lord.  There  are  mapy 
who,  after  they  havo  eaten  and  are  full,  forget  GAd, 
and  fay  in  their  hearts,  *  My  band  hath  gotten  me 
*  this  wealth*/  By  fuch.  unthankful  cond^fA,  their 
bleflSngs  are  turned  into  a  curfe  ;  whereas,  by  the 
humble,  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  donor,  they 
are  continued  and  enjoyed  with  the  higheft  relilh  and 
iatisfadion.  This  becMning,  profitable  ezercife  of 
praiiing  the  Lord,  ough't  never  to  be  omitted,  on  the 
receipt  either  of  temporal  or  fpiritual  mercies;.  In  all 
things,  in  all  fituatiqns,  and  in  all  feafons,  ought  we 
to  praife  and  magnity  the  Lord  for  his  great  good- 
ne& 

,    10.  f  Go  through,  go  through  the  gates; 

prepare  yoii  the  way  of  the  people,  caft  up, 

caft  up  the  high-way,  gather  out  the  ftones, 

lift  up  a  ffdndard  for  the  people. 

>  .  .  ' 

A  folemn  admonition  is  given  to  the  watchmen, 
the  paftpr^  and  teachers,  that  God  had  fet  updki  the 
walls  oC.  Jerufalem,  to  reniove  every  obftacle  that 
tnight  impede  the  Gentiles  from  reforting  intpthe 
tonimunion  of  the  Church.  They  are  required  to 
go  through  the  gates  thereof,  to  come  forth  from  the 
retirements  wherein  they  remained  in  times  of  pcrfe- 
cution,  and  to  enter  into  the  moil  public  places 
of  refort,  that  they  might  publifh  the  important 
truths  contained  in  the  Scriptures,  /ree  from  the  er- 
iors  wherewith  they  had  been  blended,  and  take 
tnvay  thofe  hindrances  that  might  prevent  people  from 
entering  the'city  of  the  Hving  God.  As  this  is  a  mat- 
ter of  immenfe  importance!  the  call  to  this  bulinefs  is 

repeated, 

«  Cm.  Tiii.  14^ 


1 , 


Veh.  xo.        prophecies  of  ISAIAH.       429 

repeated.  Endeavour  to  reform  the  worfhip  and  dif* 
cipline  of  the  Church  from  the  abufes  that  have  crept 
mto  them ;  and,  by  the  miniftry  of  the  word,  accord«> 
ing  to  the  commandment  of  the  everlafting  God, 
make  known  to  men  the  only  way  of  falvation  by 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  conduds  to  the  enjoyment  of  God. 
—Prepare  you  tbe  way  of  tbc people ^  &c.  In  the  40th 
chapter,  at  the  third  verfe»  of  this  prophecy,  the  order 
was  publiflied,  '  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord/ 
and  now  proclamation  is  made.  Prepare  the  way  of 
the  people.  Let  tbe  facred  truths  and  duties  incul- 
cated in  the  word  of  God  be  plainly  fet  before  them« 
fo  that  he  that  runs  may  read,  and  underftand  them. 
Take  heed  that  there  be  no  fchifms,  herelies,  diibords, 
and  emulations  among  the  people  entrufted  to  your 
infpedion.  Lveiy  one  maji  fee  that  this  re^uifitioa 
alludes  to  the  reparation  of  a  public  road,  that  hath 
fallen  into  decay,  and  become  almoft  impaflable,  fo  as 
to  require  to  be  mended  and  put  in  order  for  the  con-» 
▼enience  of  paflengers.  The  words,  therefore,  muft 
be  underflood,  as  now  explained,  in  their  figurative 
fenfe.  Jt  is  added — L^  up  ajiandardjbr  tbe  people. 
As  a  fignal  for  them  to  gather  together  with  ex- 
pedition, from  all  quarters  ;  let  the  ftandard  of  truth 
be  pubUcly  difpiayed,  that  they  may  enter  by  tbe 
prepared  way  into  the  city  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts^ 
where  they  fliall  enjoy  the  moft  valuable  immuni* 
ties. 

11/  Behold,  the  Lord  hath  proclaimed  unto 
the  end  of  the  world,  Say  ye  to  the  daughter 
of  Zion,  Behold  thy  falvation  cometh ;  Behold, 
his  reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work  before- 
him. 

The  people  of  God,  in  times  of  afflidion,  having 
been  difperled  over  the  5ice  of  the  earth,  public  inti* 
inad')n  is  ordered  by  Jehovah  to  be  giver?  to  the  moft 
diilant  lands,  that  the  deliverance  of  the  Church  was 

at 
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«t  hand-^That  they  were  to  emerge  cot  of  Che  cala* 
tnities  ondef  which  they  had  groaned,  and  to  receive 
ample  rentomperlfe  for  all  the  troubles  they  had 
fijftained.— 5<ff  y^  td  tbe  daughter  tfZim,  fitc-  The 
daughters  of  a  city  fignify,  according  to  the  itehrew 
idiom,  tbe  inhabitants  who  refide  in  it.  The  com^ 
fnand  imports,  that  the  ibllowing  tomfoftiMe  in- 
formation ihould  be  carried  to  the  citizens  of  Zion 
'^^Bfbold  tfy  fahatim  corMh,  Confikler  attentire^ 
ly  the  joytul  tidings  refpeAing  a  glorious  deGveN 
ance,  which  Jehorah  requires  to  be  puUiSked  to 
Cbofe  who  dwell  in  tbe  moft  remote  regions  of  the 
earth~Thy  faWation  b  feft  approaching,  whetcin 
mercy  and  truth  meet  together,  wherein  righceoiifee6 
and  peace  mutually  embrace  each  other;  deKverance 
fiom  nil,  with  every  thing  ncceiBry  to  true  happi- 
fiefs,  is  granted  to  ail  who  humbly  atid  thankfully 
accept  of  them.  The  wifiiom,  power,  and  compaf- 
'fion  of  Jehovah,  with  his  other  attribdtes,  at«  efngftged 
to  effect  this  great  falvation  from  enemies  and  evib, 
and  to  put  his  peculiar  people  in  tbe  full  pofliffiott  of 
the  felicity  and  glory  contained  in  his  protnifts.  The 
knowledge  of  this  important  benefit  is  graduaOy 
extending  over  the  world,  the  blefSng^  itfelf  is  aAuaBy 
conveyed  to  multitudes  from  day  to  day,  whitt  sQ 
its  interefts  are  progreffively  advancing  toward  their 
eonfummation.*— Be  it  our  chief  concern,  that,  deeply 
fenlible  of  our  need  of  falvation,  the  gofpel,  wUch 
reveals  it,  may  be  the  mean  of  bringing  it  nigh  to 
tis»  of  rendering  us  partakers  of  it,  and  fb  bcctoe 
the  power  of  God  to  our  falvation. 

BebM  Us  reward  is  uhib  bim,  &c.  Tbo  IM 
God,  wheh  be  comes  with  fMlvatioUr  will  abundandj 
recompenfe  his  faithful  fervants,  who,  ekpeding  his 
appearance,  patiently  endured,  on  his  account,  many 
trials  and  afflidlions.  He  will  not  fail  richly  to  rcinu- 
nerate  his  chofen,  and  called,  and  faithful,  by  in- 
ferring on  them  more  intimate  extenfive  aeqdain- 
tance  with  liis  truths. and  ways;  by  advancing  their 
lanftifigarbn,.  and  try  granting  thetn  hugef  nodiires 
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« 

of  peace  and  joy,  with  the  lively  hope  of  viAory  and 
triumpb  over  theic  eaemieSb  Having  fpoken  df  this 
ful^ea  when  tieating  of  chap.  xl.  lo.  1  (hall  not 
tnl'^gt.-^jiod  iris  WQrk  b^re  bimm  The  Alnnghty 
never  fails  to  produce  the  efieAs  be  intends,  and  to 
attain  the  ends  he  bath  in  view.  He  hath  afuU 
view  of  the  whde  work  that  be  executesi  and  of 
every  part  whereof  it  is  coinpo(ed«  and  is  perfedly 
acquainted  with  all  the  obftacles  that  lie  ia  the  way 
of  its  accompliflinvent«  He  keepa  continually  in 
vie\#  the  rife«  ptogrefs^  and  coofammacion  of  the 
gkNrious  work  which,  in  due  time,,  he  will  perfeA, 
and  is  ever  ready  to  carry  it  forward  in  the  iQoft 
proper  feafon.  He  hath  always  in  his  eye  the  coo* 
verfion^  fanftification,  confolation,  and  prefervatioa 
of  bis  people,  which  he  uniformly  advances  on  all 
occafions,  until  the  condo£t  them  to  the  complete 
enjoyooent  of  bis  prefence  and  glory .-^Let  thy  work, 
O  Lord  our  God«  appear  unto  us  thy  fervaots,  and 
thy  gbry  unto  our  children*  For  ibis  end,  Ic^  thy 
beauty,  favour,  and  grace,  be  upon  us^  and  eftablifli 
the  work  of  our  bands  j  blels  and  profper  us  in  our 
Cbhftian  warfare,  that  lo  we  may  be  glad  and  rejoice 
in  thee  all  our  days. 

ra.    And  they  iball  call  them,  The  holy 

Seople,  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord:  and  ihoa 
lalt  be  caHedi  Sought  out,  a  city  not  for* 
faken. 

When  the  fi^Ivation  of  the  Lord,  and  his  reward,  b 
b^&awc;d  upon  bis>  Church,,  tbey  become  tlie  juift 
objeds  of  re£ped  and  efteem«-*-7i^^^  ie  called  a 
boly  fccpk — oqArated  from  the  ungodly  aod  {uo&ne, 
cl^nied  from  ioapucity ,  adumed  with  Divioe  grace, 
and  appro|iiiated  to  the  fervice  of  God,  who  hath 
called  diem  to  be  holy  as  be  ia  holy.  In  refemblaQce 
to  God  in  purity,  cx^nfiils  tbeir  fpiiitual  beauty  and 
glorj,,  wbeceby  tbey  aoe  ddftinguiihed  from  all  other 

people. 
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people,  and  do  honour  to  their  Father  in  heaven. 
This  is  one  of  the  peculiar  defignations  whereby  they 
ihall  be  known  and  acknowledged  hj  the  world 
around  them. — The  redeemed  qf  the  Lord^  that  he 
hath  ranfomed  from  the  ignominious  flavery  wherein 
they  had  been  detained,  the  complicated   mifery 
in  which  they  were  involved,  and  the  vain  conver- 
fation  wherein  they  had  indulged, — Not  with  cor* 
ruptible  things,  fuch  as  filver  and  gold,  but  by  the 
precious  blood  of  Chrift,  as  of  a  lamb  without  fpot 
and    blemifli.     And  by  the  out-ftretched  arm  of 
Jehovah  they  were  aAually  delivered  from  the  hands 
qf  their  enemies,  that  they  may  ferve  him  in  bolinefi 
and  righteoufnefs,  and  that  he  may  be  celebrated  and 
extolled  as  the  author  of  their  redemption. — Sm^bt 
out,  a  city   ffOf  /arfaken.     The  Church  of  God  is 
fpoken  0^  with  great  propriety,  by  che  fimilitude  of 
a  city,  which  contains  a  large  number  of  inhabitants, 
colle Aed  from  different  places,  of  various  conditions, 
among  whom  good  order  is  maintained  by  wholefome 
laws,  and  by  whom  important  privileges  are  enjoyed. 
In  like  itiamier,  the  Church,  the  city  of  the  Lora  of 
hoftSt  contains  an  immenfe  multitude  of  people, 
gathered  from  north,  fouth,  eaft,  and  weft,  wbofe 
circumftances  are  greatly  deverfified,  who  are  go« 
vemed  by  laws  that  are  holy,  juft,  and  good,  blefled 
with  the  ordinances  and  promifes  of  thegofpel,  and  the 
peculiar  care  uf  Providence.— This  city  is  fought  out, 
and  fearched  for  with  great  induftry,  like  that  which 
we  beflow  in  inveAigating  ibme  obfcure  or  difficult 
matter.    In  times  of  afflidion  and  perfecution,  this 
facred  community  had  been  negleAed  and  overlook- 
ed; whereas,  at  the  penod  to  which  this  prophecy 
looked  forward,  this  city  was  to  be  inquired  forby 
many,  with  perfevering  diligence,  who  were  defirous 
to  participate  in  the  felicity  and  glory  to  which  'the 
people  of  God  were  advanced.     Hence  forward  they 
pre  aflured  that  the>  fhall  not  be  deferted  by  Jehovah 
as  in  times  pall,  but  contmue  to  be  favoured  with  his 
proteAion,  prelence,  and  bkiP^iig. — JTiom  this  com- 
bination 
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bination  of  honourable  epithetSt  beftowed  on  the 
Church  of  God,  we  are  taught  how  precious  they  are 
in  his  fight,  and  how  highly  they  Ought  to  be  re- 
fpeded  by  all  nations.  The  peculiar  people  of  the 
Moft  High  poflefs  internal,  fpiritual  excellence  and 
glory,  in  confequence  of  union  to  the  Son  of  God, 
and  the  participation  of  his  righteoufnefs,  prefence, 
and  Spirit,  manifefted  by  cheerful  obedience  to  the 
will  of  God,  and  cordial  fubmifiion  to  his  difpenfa- 
tions.  Deeply  fenfible  that  the  world  is  greatly  in« 
debted  to  their  piety,  prudence,  probity,  and  prayers, 
let  us  highly  efteem  them  in  love,  on  account  of  the 
endowments  and  prerogatives  wherewith  it  pleafee 
God  to  honour  them.  Let  us  pray  for  the  peace  tH 
Jerufalem,  and  the  profperity  of  them  that  love  her. 
Peace  be  within  thy  walls — ^becaufe  of  the  houfe  of 
the  Lord  our  God,  1  will  feek  thy  good  ^» 


*  FlaL  cuii.  (S.  H^fiq^ 
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WiE  proceed  to  tl^  l^zpo&tion  of  the  ^fthdifcourfc, 
contamed  m  "the  mth  jiait  of  ifaiab's  prophe- 
cies, which  feetm  int^de^  to  exfdaiti  and  uluftrate 
Haoie  >qJF  ihe  preceding  ^predidione*  Our  prophet 
Juiving  intrqdnced  the  Son  of  God* ,  in  thecharad^r 
pf  a  ^a^ghxy  hero,  dotbed  with  armour,  ^n^  forth  i$ 
-^n^ate  his  Church  jrocn  ^e  ,power  ^f  t)ieir  ad vjer- 
^4e^nd  rto  inflid  righteous  vengeance  ion  thofewhis 
^ad  aiBi^ed  and  oppreidTed  them.«.p**«-Ti:iis  t^uooph* 
ant  acyngueior  is  ^ere  brought  into  view,  xetufnii^ 
^oni  yi€toff,  haviug  fcis  tfgixnem  (lained  with  tte 
blood  oif  his  «ncuiiies,  'that  be  had 'iw^uiihed  in -a  fo- 
reign land,  'fhe  ektraordinarjr  appearance  of  this 
great  perfonage  gave  rife  to  enquiries  concerning  hiiD, 
and  the  reafons  why  he  (hewed  himfelf  in  a  manner 
fo  very  different  from  the  afped  he  aflumed  on  former 
occalions.  To  thefe  queftions,  fatisfying  replies  are 
snade  in  ver.  i— ^.^  n  Ifaiabriien  proceeds  to  com- 
memorate the  ineftimable  benefits,  which  God  had 
conferred  of  old  on  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael,  efpecially 
the  great  deliverance  w^rought  by  the  angel  of  the 
Lord,  when  he  refcued  them  from  bondage  in  £gypt, 
and  conduded  them  in  the  way  of  falvation,  ver.  7, 
8.  After  which  he  reprefents  the  ungrateful  be- 
haviour of  that  people,  in  their  obilinate  rejedion  of 
his  counfels,  whereby  they  grieved  and  provoked 

him  to  become  their  enemy,  ver.  9,  10. ^This  b 

followed  with  a  graphical  defcription  of  the  roiferable 
"ftate  to  which  they  were  reduced,  and  the  terrible 
calamities  they  fuftained  after  the  Moft  High  bad 
ibrfaken  them,  which  are  aggravated  by  contrafliog 
-ifaiem  with  the  favours  tbey  had  enjoyed '  fti  anoient 
times,  ver.  11—14.  At  the  remembrance  of  thefe 
things,  the  upright  fervants  of  God  addrefs  fervent 
fupplications  to  the  throne  of  grace,  humbly  requeft- 

•  ing 
•  Chap.  Ux.  16^ 
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log  thar  Jehovah  iF0id4  be^pte^ed  tf  ta|tw4  «if^5 
to  tbem,  and  deliver  |htin  fiponv  lyider  t^  Pfei9iU?e  ^ 
afflidbn,  for  which  |hej^  wepf  ei^qi^god  ta  \iifigm  Vjl 
the  c4>«ten;spIatioa  of  his  glorioKs  perCf  ^io^  w\4  ti# 
confidence  I  hey  fepoA^d  in  his  goipdncCi,  yes.  15.  i^* 
r-^r^Ta  theif  piayer^  9ire  (ula^oUBe^  WTneil  ei^poltulM 
tionsi  that  the  Alinightij  waukl  in^rpcia  for  th^jf 
faKatios^  and  hufnble  fifcknowledgimntai  %i^l  the  ej%r 
ormous  fins  they  had  comnatied,  y/cK  the  cau(e9  cif 
the  feyefe  ju^gKBeotf  vahefe^f  thfj;  CQns^lpHkf d^  y^I? 


CHAP.    LXl^t 

WHO  //  tWe  that  eomcth  from  Edom, 
with  died  garments  froni  Bozr^hl 
this  that  is  glorious  in  his  appareVtray«lUng  im 
the  greatnefs  pf  his  (Irei^h  }  I  ihfi(  fp^^  i& 
l^ghtQo^iieia,  xnig^y  to  faTe.     « 

Ifiuah  haying  exhibited  f o  his  aontemf^tioiH  in  a 
f  mphetic  vifioA,  aa  illutlrious  waprior,  clothed  with 
trmour^  haying  his  garments  fprinkled  with  blood » 
nataraliy  enquires,  W  bo  i$  this  i  I  hefitate  not  to 
rsply,  .that  this  is  the  glonque  peffbnage  who  is  eele* 
brated  in  the  book  of  Reyelation,  by  the  auguft  title  of 
the  Word  of  God  ^,  aU  whofe  words,  convmands,  and  . 
adions,  ace  accompanied  with  pow  Aj  that  this  is  he  who 
is  called  Faithful  andTrue;  andinrighteoufnefs  hedoth 
judge  and  make  war.  He  appeared  to  the  apoftle  John, 
when  he  beheld  him  in  yilion,  haying  his  eye9  Imght 
and  penetrating  as  a  flame  of  fire ;  qn  hit^lKead  were\ 
many  crowns,  intimating  his  large  empire.and  mimc« 
zous  conquefts ;  he  had  alfo  a  name  wriuen  that  no 

^  caan 
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inan  knew  but  he  himfelf,  in  allufion  probablj  to  the 
fubliroe  defcriptions  given  of  him  in  the  prophetic 
icriptures.'  When  the  beloved  difciple  faw  him,  be 
was  clothed  in  a  yefture  dipt  in  blood,  indicating  that 
he  is  the  perfon  who  voluntarily  fubmitted  to  have 
bis  blood  (hed  upon  the  crofs,  where,  by  his  irrefiftible 
power,  he  triumphed  over  his  enemies,  and  made  ex- 
piation for  the  fins  of  his  people.  He  is  larther  de- 
scribed by  the  apoftle,  as  tteading  the  wine-peels 
<f  the  fiercenefs  and  wrath  of  Almighty  God,  having 
on  his  veilure  and  on  his  thigh  a  pame  written.  Kino 
or  KINGS,  ANX)  Lord  of  lords,  %nifying  his  univer« 
fal  empire  over  all  the  potentates  and  princes  that 
are  in  the  world. 

The  remarkable  appearance  of  this  magnanimous 
conqueror  attraded  our  prophet's  attention  and  curi- 
ofity,  and  rendered  acquaintance  with  him,  and  the 
aiduous  enterprife  wherein  he  had  been  employqjl, 
truly  defirable.  Similar  enquiries  refpeding  this  very 
perfon  were  itiade  on  other  occafions,  as  when  he 
afcended  into  the  celeftial  temple  with  immenfe  pomp 
and  fptendor  ^.  Who  is  this  King  of  Glory  ?  faid  the 
admiring  poet.  To  this  queftion  the  anfwer  is  given, 
The  Lord  ftrong  and  mighty,  the  Lord  mighty  in 
battle;  Ifaiah  had  been  favoured  with  a  view  of  the 
Meifiah  in  bis  glory,  fittitig  on  hb  throne,  high  and 
lifted  up  f .  He  had  iceh  him  when,  having  no  fonn 
or  comelinefst  he  was  defpifed  and  rejeded  of  men,  a 
man  t(  forrows  and  acquainted  with  grief ;(;.  And 
now  be  contemplates  him  as  a  glorious  viftor,  return- 
ing from  the  conqueft  of  his  o.^n  and  his  people!s 
enemies.  Stnick^^ith  his  dig;mfied«  martial  afpeft, 
hea&s,* 

Who  is  this  that  comctbfivm  EAmi?  £dom,  or  Idu- 
mea/were  the  natnes  of  a  country  fituated  to  the 
fouthward  of  Judea,  occupied  by  the  pofterity  of 
Eiaut  who  was  alfo  called  £xlom,  one  of  the  *  fons  of 
I&ae,,  and  elder  brother  of  Jacob**— Bozrah,  which 
fignifies  a  fortified  city,  was  anciently  the  name  of 
i        •        .  thi 

♦  Hil.  wdv.  8.        f  Chip,  yu         %  Chap.  liii.  a,  3.    " 
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the  metropolis  of  Edom.  From  thcfc  places,  poflefled 
by  the  inveterate  enemies  of  the  people  of  God,  or 
from  fome  countrj  or  city  analogous  to  them,  this 
mighty  conqueror  was  feen  advancing.  We  have 
been  already  informed  *,  that  the  Lord  had  a  facrifice 
in  fiozrah,  and  a  great  daughter  in  the  land  of  Idu- 
roea,  which  was  made  either  by  Nebuchadnezzar, 
Cyrus,  or  Judas  Maccabeus.  Neither  of  thefe  de- 
vaflations  by  the  fword  feem  to  be  intended  in  this 
predidion,  which  I  fuppofe  refers  to  fome  dreadful 
deftrudion  eflfe&ed,  or  that  fhall  be  made,  of  the  im- 
placable adverfaries  of  the  Church  of  God  under  the 
New  Teftament.  If  this  remark  be  juft,  Edom  and 
Bozrah  are  names  which  mud  be  figuratively  under- 
itodd.  In  prophetic  language,  countries,  cities,  and 
perfons,  poflefling  the  fame  properties  and  charaders^ 
have  the  fame  defignations  given  them*  Jerufalem 
is  called  Sodom  *)*,  becaufe  its  inhabitants  refembled 
the  Sbdomitts  in  wickednefs.  Rome  is  fpoken  of  by 
the  name  of  Babylon  ;(;,  on  account  of  the  remarkable 
fimilarity  of  the  iniquities  that  abounded  in  thefe 
great  cities,  and  the  Judgments  threatened  to  be  in- 
HiAed  on  them.  The  Meifiah  has  given  to  him  the 
name  of  David,  who  was  king  of  Ifrael  $,  and  an  emi- 
nent type  of  Jefus  Chrift.  And,  in  the  verfe  before 
us,  Edom  and  Bozrah  may  denote  the  land  and  city 
occupied  by  the  obftinate,  cruel  enemies  of  the  fer* 
vants  of  God,  of  whom  the  Meffiab  is  the  Saviour,  and 
the  avenger  of  the  wrongs  done  40  them. 

fVkb  dyed  garments ^  &c.  of  a  red,fairlet,  ortafimfon 
colour,  iuch' as  princes,  ^arrioti,  and  generals  were 
accuftomed  anciently  to  wear.  The  expreffion  may 
refer  either  to  the  purple  military  toht,  which  com- 
manders of  armies  ufed  to  put  on  in  the  day  of  battle  ; 
or  to  his  clothes  having  been  fprinkled  with  blood, 
when  he  tread  his  enemies  in  his  anger,  and  trampled 
Ihem  in  his  fury.— 21&ix  that  is ghrious  in  bis  apparel. 
'  •••••''.  The 

*  Chap,  xxxiw  $.  t  Chap.  i.  lo. 

X  Rcr.  xviii.  jf  F£lI»  Ixxxix.  30» 
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The  drefs  of  this  illuftrioas  conqueror  conefpondei 
to  his  edited  charader/  and  the  hgrd  work  wherein 
he  was  engaged,  wbilft  it  added  luftre  to  his  niagni« 
ficent  appearance.  He  was  not  clothed  in  a  ibft 
dehcate  habit,  fuch  ai  is  woni  by  tbofe  who  ace  ia 
kings'  palaces;  but  in  raiment  covered  with  bleed, 
fuch  as  is  (uited  to  a  hero  returning  from  yi&ory. 
— TravelliP^  in  tbe  greatuip  (^  bis  J^re^gth^  which 
continued  umimpaired.  He  did  not  flee  be£bre  his 
toemies,  as  one  intimidated  at  their  formidable  ap^ 
pearance;  he  did  not  retreat  from  the  field  of  contefl, 
like  one  enfeebled  and  difmaycd  by  his  adver&ries; 
he  did  not  feem  exhaufted  or  ready  to  faint,  after 
having  fuflained  the  fatigue  of  fevere  conflid  in  the 
day  of  vengeance ;  but  be  marched  on  his  way  triiun* 
pbant,  in  (olemn  pomp  and  majefty,  as  became  hii 
fplendid  charader  and  noble  atcbievement.-^Anfwer 
is  returned  in  the  following  words  to  the  preceding 
queftions : 

/  that  JPeak  m  riglacQufnefs,  and  treat  every  fubjed 
of  which  1  difcourfe  with  confummate  reditude  and 
equity.  All  that  1  fay  may  be  depended  on,  as  juft 
and  true,  free  from  ambiguity  and  illufion.  1  always 
fpeak  from  right  principles,  in  h  plain,  perfpicuous 
manner,  free  from  every  wrong  bias;  according  to  tbe 
rules  of  righteoufnefs,  faying  neither  more  or  leis 
than  juftice  demands,  and  is  requifite  to  e&d  the 
purpofes  1  have  in  view.  The  Hebrew  word  may 
iignify,  I  announce,  or  fpeak  concerning,  rigbteoofneA 
and  fsdvationi  which  of  all  topics  are  the  rooft  im- 
portant, and  the  moft  neceflary  to  be  inculcated  on 
tbofe  who,  having  deferted  the  interefts  of  truth  and 
jtquity,  endeavour  to  fupport  the  cftufe  of  falfebood 
and  iniquity.  Compare  uhat  i  do  with  What  1  have 
fpoken,  and  you  will  find  that  my  adions  verify  my 
words,  and  that  the  truths  1  have  uttered  juflify 
what  i  do.-— This  article  reminde  us  of  the  excellence 
of  his  dodrine,  the  equity  of  his  laws,  the  juftice  of 
his  threatenings,  and  tbe  faithfulnefs  of  his  promBes, 
^hich  claim  our  veneration  and  efteem.— Af (fAry  to 
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yZiw.  The  Son  of  God  is  infinitely  aWe  to  refcuc  his 
,|>e^pde  from  all  the  daagers,  calamrties,  and  enemies, 
whereby  they  are  diftrefled;  whatever  difficulties 
may  lye  in  the  way,  'however  great  the  bppofition  he 
itiay  liave  to  encounter.  He  is  ftilly  fuffident  to 
idelhrer  them  from  all  the  rrils,  temporal  and  fpirit- 
njaS,  whereby  they  are  befet ;  and,  by  his  proTidencfs 
and  gt^ce,  to  recover  them  to  a  date  of  fafety  antl 
t:ojtnfott.  '  He  is  able  to  favc  to  the  uttcnnoft  all  that 
'coXDt  vt\to  God  through  him,  to  kt  them  free  from 
the  bondage  of  corruption,  the  artifices  of  their  ad- 
▼erfaries,  and  to  exalt  them  to  felicity  and  glory. 
The  many  living  evidences  of  this  comfortable  truth, 
tviAfc  thofe  rcCQfiied  in  ScWIptupet  PM rly  4<rfni>n(|rate 
Its  AXiqii«(|i9nabie  c«ruiqty.«^Th^  illyU^liQas  perftm, 
who  hqre  ip^zk%  fuppofes  that  by  thele  peculiar 
cbara(Eteri&ic$  be  tnay  be  eafily'4inpwn.  indeed, 
diriftjaiis,  who  believe  the  record  of  God,  i:anndt 
joftty  dotlbt  that  this  is  the  Son  of  the  Higheft,  the 
Word  and  Wifdom  of  God,  the  Angel  <rf^hfs  pr^fence, 
to  whom  is  committed  the  defence  and  falvation  of 
^hitCimrch/wbo-always  prevails  over  their  enemies.— 
4^tmxM  :yoiirfeives  ihen,  bpetbren,  to  xhe^^are  of  this 
jamighty  ^tavaaur,  u>  cbe  >coadu(St  of  this  Captain  of 
*baj^ion(  ftfofe  .yomr  confidence  on  the  omnipotent 
^urrn'of'thia  glorious  ll0n<}iijeror,  that  he  may  render 
\9MS)ii  Jn  aH*tbiilg$  more  than. conquerors,  aflured  that 
lie  /can  pveicrve  you  from  ^rvery  ^il  work,  to  his 
'bMVMly  ictngdMD. 

2.  Wherefore  art  ibon  red  in  x\nxtt  apparel, 
^nd  tfiy  garnifents  like  hiih  that  treadeth  iu 
ithe  wme-iat  ? 

Diir  prophet,  being  fully  fatisfied  with  refpei^  to 
4he  perfoD  about  whom,  he  inquired,  aflcs  farther  why 
Im  clothes  were  all  oyer  ftaiaed  with  blood.  1  wiilh 
to  know  wiih  whom  thou  waft  contending  in  battle, 
wJbgt  caufe  thou  baft  been  engaged  in  maintaining, 

mid 
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and  whofe  ftrength  thou  haft  brought  down  to  the 

earth.     One  of  thy  majeftic   countenance,-  of  thy 

ftately  mien  and  martial  appearance,  deeply  tinged 

with  blood,  mud  have  been  employed  in  executing 

fome  great  enterprise.     I   humbly  entreat  to  be 

gratified  as  to  thefe  matters-*- When  furprized  at 

what  we  obferve  or  hear  refpcdting  this  mighty  One, 

;Iet  us^  after  the  example  of  Ifaiah,  have  recourfe  to 

^him  that  fpeaks  in  righteoufnefs  for  the'  folution  of 

difficulties,  convinced  that  what  at  firft  mayfeem  dif- 

.paraging  to  bis  dignity,  when  underftood,  ihall  afford 

rich  difplays  of  his  glory. 

3.  I  have  trodden  the  wine-preis  alone,  and 
of  the  people  ib^re  was  none  with  me:  fori 
will  tread  them  in  mine  anger,  and  »trample 
them  in  my  fury,  and  their  blood  fliall  be 
fprinkled  upon  my  garments,  and  I  will  (lain 
all  my  raiment. 

Such  is  his  amiable  condefcenfion  and  grace,  who 
is  mighty  to  fave,  that  he  declines  not  to  anfwer  the 
inquiries  of  his  fervants  as  to  the  reafons  of  his  ap- 
pearances and  difpenfations.  This  reply  is  given  id 
figurative  language,  correfponding  •  to  the  terms  in 
which  the  queftions  were  a(ked.— */  have  trodden  the 
wine-prtfs  alone.  The  *  magnificent  delineation  of 
Divine  vengeance  is  exprefled  by  imagery  taken  from 
the  wine-prefs,  wherein  grapes  are  bruifed,  by  means 
of  their  being  tread  by  thofe  who  are  employed  in 
this  work.  By  this  ilrong  figure,  is  fignificantly 
reprefented  the  triumph  of  the  Son  of  God  over  aH 
oppofition,  and  the  complete  overthrow  of  his  own 
and  his  people's  adverfaries.  Clufters  of  ripe  grapes, 
that  are  red,  put  into  the  prefs,  where  they  are  broken 
and  deprived  of  their  jiiice,  exhibit  an  image,  in  thfi 
'  defcription,  of  the  cruel,  bloody  perfecutors  of  the 
difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  being  fitted  for  diftruiJ- 

-  tiofl, 
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tion.  are  cad  into  the  wine-  prefs  of  the  wrath  of  God  V 
which  is  atcompanied  with  a  copious  effafion  of  their 
blood.  This  expreffive  figure  is  introduced.  Rev. 
xiK.  15.  to  intimate  the  dreadful  devaftation  of  the 
objeds  of  Divine  vengeance.  The  Lord,  ftrong  in 
battle,  having  been  engaged  in  punifhing  his  adverfa* 
ries,  his  garments  were  covered  with  blood,  fo  that  he 
feemed  as  one  that  had  been  treading  the  wine-fat.-— 
The  vi6tory  from  which  he  was  returning,  he  obtained 
purely  by  his  own  omnipotence,  having  not  received 
from  the  people,  whofe  wrongs  be  had  been  aven^ 
ging,  the  leaft  afliftance.  Being  weak,  helplefs,  and 
overwhelmed  with  perplexing  fears,  they  were  inca* 
pacitated  to  give  him  any  aid  or  fupport  in  the  work 
he  bad  efTeded.  Indeed  he  did  not  need  their  help, 
being  himfelf  fully  fuflicient  for  the  conquell  he  had 
accomplifhed. 

Far  I  will  tread  tbem  in  mine  anger.  This  illuftri* 
ous  perfonage  fpeaks  not  of  his  vidlory  in  dubious 
terms,  but  aflerts,  in  plain  language,  in  a  dignified 
and  decifive  manner,  his  determined  refolution. 
Juftly  incenfed  at  the  objedls  of  his  difpleafure,  and 
having  them  fully  in  his  eye,  he  ftays  not  to  delineate 
their  charadter  and  condud,  but  announces  his  fixed 
purpofe  of  executing  righteous  vengeance  upon 
them.  The  expreffions  he  ufes  are  eafy  to  be  under- 
flood,  and  clearly  intimate  his  certain,  glorious  trx. 
umph  over  bis  enemies,  and  their  utter  detlrudion.— 
]  will  tread  them  in  mine,  anger  as  the  mire  of  the 
ftreets ;  I  will  trample  them  in  my  fury,  which  none 
can  withdand,  and  of  which  none  knoweth  the 
power.  In  my  wrath  and  indignation  i  will  confume 
ttiem  with  irrefiftible  force,  fo  that  neither  tears  nor 
entreaties  (ball  allay  my  dread  difpleafure.— ^ J /i&dr 
blood  JbaU  beJprinUed  on  my  garments.  :)uch  fhall  be 
the  terrible  conflid,  \hvx  it  ihall  be  attended  with  9 
copious  effufion  of  their  blood  who  have  contended 
with  me,  in  proof  of  which  my  raiment  ihall  b^  gU 
over  ftained  with  their  blood  (hed  in  battle.    Ttiough 

Vot.lV.  3J^  tbe 
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lUc  etiemiiei  of  the  Soq  of  God  may  for  a  time  mAt 
tiiemfclvts  drvok  with  tlie  blood  of  bis  (aints,  in  tbeir 
ttrni  tbej  fluill  have  pat  into  theiir  hand  the  cup  of 
l^e  wnth  of  God«  poured  ibrth  without  mixture. 
Their  Uood  fliall  be  profufely  fpilt  by  the  moi| 
Afigfatj*  wheu  he  girds  :hi$  fwordupon  his  thigh,  with 
bis  s^oty  and  laBjeAj,  and  in  bis  majefty  rides  profpe- 
fo^y^  becaufe  of  meeknefs,  truth,  and  righteoit(h<^s, 
jto  i^ireQge  the  blood  of  them  that  weie  Qaio  for  tlte 
irord  of  God,  pn  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth. 

4.  Fqr  the  dsu  pf  venge^iice  at  in   name 
|\eart,  a44  ^^^  J^^V  c£my  redeemed  1$  come. 

Hie  ground;  a|:e  fpecified  on  which  the  preceding 
declaration  is  founded. — ^The  day  qf  vengeance  de- 
notes the  time  that  God  hath  fixed  in  tus  purpofe,  for 
g*  ifliding  righteous  judgment  on  the  enemies  of  hi; 
hurch.  Notwithdanding  th^t  appointed  feafon  m^7 
ftem  tq  human  view  to  be  long  of  coming,  it  (hall 
iome  and  (hall  npt  tarry.  Delayed  juft  vengeance 
Ihall  be  executed  at  the  determined  period^  in  coofe- 
quence  whereof  the  voice  of  thankrgiying  Ihall  be 
heard,  faying,  •  We  give  thee  thanks,  Q  Lord  God 
'  Almighty,  who  art,  and  waft,  and  art  to  come,  bc- 
'  caufe  thou  haft  taken  to  thee  thy  great  power,  and 
f  haft  reigned.  And  the  nations  were  angr^,  and 
*  thy  wrath  is  come — that  thpu  fhould eft  deftroy  them 
f  who  deftroy  the  earth  •••  This  day  of  recompenfe 
is  faid  to  be  in  the  Redeemer's  heart,  fo  as  that  he 
tould  npt  poffibly  forget  it,  or  negled  to  perform  the 
work  to  yirhich  it  was  appropriated.  Bemg  deeply 
4mprefled  on  his  mind^  he  kept  it  fully  ip  his  eye, 
as  a  period  wherein  he  was  engaged  to  avenge  the 
wrongs  done  to  his  fervants.— u^/zd  the  year  of  m  re- 
Retried  is  come.  Asa  year  was  fixed  tor  the  defivcr- 
ince  of  the  Ifraelites  from  bondage  in  Egypt,  and  a 
time  fpecified  wherein  the  Tews  were  freed  from  capr 

tiwty 
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thntf  in  Babylon,  fo  a  year  is  appointed  ibr  the  de& 
irerance  of  the  Church,  under  the  N«w  Teftamentj 
fioiD  oppneffion  and  perfecution.  This  peiiod  is  6n^«- 
phatically  detiominated  the  year  of  the  Mefliah^i 
redeemed*  Of  this  expefted  feafon,  the  Soo  of  GoA 
ipeaks  with  peculiar  fetastfadion,  aad  of  the  iatiftia«i 
relation  wherein  his  people  iland,  cotufteded  with  hiifli 
as  his  redeemed.  Though  thefe  words  waredelivered 
in  the  prophetic  ftyle  lon^  before  the  period  defHned 
for  their  accoaipliihcnent,  yet,  to  figmfy  the  perfeft 
certaiisty  aiid  fpeedy  approach  of  the  erents  they  de^ 
fcribe,  they  are  fpoken  of  as  if  they  had  already  hip^ 
pened.^^^Senfible  that  the  day  of  vengeance  pn  the 
coiemies  of  the  Church,  and  the  year  of  the  redeemed 
are  intimately  conoe^ed,  let  us  ferrendy  ^y,  thalt 
thefe  great  events,  which  are  in  the  Redeemer's  hearty 
may  be  fpeedily  fulfilled.  Such  Ihould  be  oar  &tm 
fakh  in  his  word  of  truth,  concerning  the  prothifed 
deiiverance  of  his  people,. and  the  overthrow  of  their 
adTterfiuries,  that  we  ought  to  l6ok  forward  with  hflpe 
and  joy  to  the  happy  time  wherein  they  ihaU  be  <ife^ 
xified. 

5.  And  I  looked,  and  tbtre  nms  tione  to  help; 
and  I  wondered  that  tb^re  was  none  to  uphold: 
therefore  mine  own  arm  brought  fallration  un^ 
to  me^  and  my  fory^  it  uph,el4  IQ^ 

Thefe  words  of  the  great  Mefflah  w^re  ufi^d  Olo  a  , 
fimilar  occ^on,  in  chap.  lit.  16.  To  What  ^aS  then 
faid  in  their  illuftration  1  (hall  add  but  little.  A  per* 
fen  of  a  brave,  heroic  fpirit,  when  abiput  to  imtke  a 
generous  attetnpt  in  favour  of  thofe  Wh6  weit  fab'- 
jeded  to  calamities  and  dat>gers,  is  naturally  dUbofed 
to  look  around  him  for  fbme  to  join  in  the  difficult 
work  he  intends  to  tSt&:  If  none)  or  tery  few.  ape 
di(pofed  to  contribute  affiftance  in  the  execticion  of 
his  defign,  it  affi>rds  juft  ground  of  the  (jurpnTe  here 
eapre(ftd;     In  allufion  to   thii   eit«ttftiftance»  the 

mighty 
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niighty  Redeemer  is  exhibited,  wondering  that  there 
vere  few,  if  any,  pcfltffing  courage  and  intrepidity  ta 
join  their  efforts  with  him  againft  the  foes  of  his  king- 
dom, to  plead  the  caufe  of  the  opprefled,  to  fupport 
kind  carry  forward  the  arduous  atchievement.  Far, 
however,  from  being  difcouraged  or  intimidated  oa 
this  account,  he  immediately  tLdd^-^Tberrfore  mm  ' 
own  arm  brwgbt  ftdvatkm.  When  every  refuge 
failed,  his  all-mighty  hand  and  holy  arm  gained  him 
the  victory  over  thofe  who  were  inimical  to  his  empire, 
vhilft  he  accomplifhed  the  deliverance  t>f  his  people. 
By  thefe  iliuftrious  a£ts,  his  Divine  power  and  grace 
were  glorioufly  difplayed,  and  falvation  was  wrought 
for  thofe  with  whom  he  is  fo  nearly  conneAed,  and 
for  whom  he  hath  fuch  a  ftrong  affedion,  that  he 
.fpeaks  as  if  the  deliverance  had  come  to  himfelf.--- 
«^^  ^yf^^y  ^  ^pbeld  me.  My  juft  difpleafure  and  in- 
)dignation  at  the  hollile  attempts  rhade  againft  my 
honour  and  intereft,  prompttd  me,  with  vigour  and 
fortitude,  to  vindicate  my  fervants  from  oppreffion, 
«nd  to  execute  upon  their  adverfaries  righteous  ven- 
geance. Ihe  Almighty  baviour  is  the  patron  of  the 
injured  and  oppreiTcd  ;  he  will  maintain  their  caufe, 
.and  in  due  time  refcue  them  -out  of  all .  their  trou- 
bles, whilft  thofe  who  afQided  them  ihall  ifufier 
pToportionably  to  their  deferts. 

6.  And  I  Will  tread  down  the  people  in  mine 
anger^  and  make  them  drunk  in  my  fury,  and 
]1  will  bring  down  their  flrengh  to  the  earth, 

.     The  glorious  Redeemer  declares  bis  determined 

purpofe  to  fubdue  the  adverfarieis  of  his  kingdom, 

and  to  go  iorth  conquering  every  power  adverfeto 

the  profperity  cf  his  iubjeds.     In  proof  of  his  entire 

conqueft,  of  the  utter  uiability  of  his  foes  to  Hiake 

any  effedual. refinance,  and  of  the  ignominy  and 

contempt  wherelvith  they  ft^al]  be  treated,  be  do- 

ckres  be  will  tread  them  down.    In  mastoid  in- 

ftafi€cs 
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fiances  hath  he  triumphed  over  thofe  who  have  aded 
in  oppofition  to  the  interofts  of  his  people.  He  fmote 
great  nations,  and  .flew  mighty  kings  for  their  fake ; 
iome  of  whom  were  in  height  like  the  cedar«  and 
ftrong  as  the  oak;  he  deftroyed  their  fruit  from 
above,  and  their  roots  from  beneath.  Once  and 
again  he  announces  his  fixed  refolution,  that  though 
fortified  by  many  important  advantages,  he  would 
trample-  them  under  his  kcu^And  make  tbem  druni^ 
&c.  The  difordered  mind  and  fenfes  of  a  drtmken 
roan,  the  natural  effeds  of  intoxication^  afiford  a  pro* 
per  reprefentation  of  the  difturbed,  infatuated  judge* 
ment  of  thofe  who  are  mifled  by  folly  and  deceit* 
To  this  miferable  condition,  wherein  deprived  of  un- 
derftanding  and  ftrei\gth,  they  (hall  be  utterly  inca- 
pable of  making  any  refiftance,  doth  this  triumphant 
conqueror  declare  that  his  enemies  ihall  be  reduced. 
To  this  low  and  defpicable  ilate  they  (hall  be  brought 
down  in  his  anger  and  fury,  which  are  repeatedly 
mentioned  in  this  paflkge  of  Scripture,  intimating 
that  he  would  punifli  them  in  the  dreadful  fiercene& 
of  his  wrath.  As  he  is  a  fun  and  (hield  to  enlighten  and 
proted  his  people,  fo  he  is  a  confuming  fire  to  de* 
firoy  the  wicked ;  *  as  he  is  very  gracious  to  his  fer- 
vants,  fo  he  is  very  terrible  to  his  implacable  ad- 
verfarieSy  whom  he  will  tear  in  pit:ces,  when  there 
ihall  be  none  to  deliver* 

jindJwiO  bring  dawn  tbeir  Jlrengtb  to  the  eartb. 
He  who  fpeaketh  in  righteoufnefs  declares,  that  how- 
ever  formidable  thofe  who  oppofed  him  appeared,  he 
would  diveft  them  of  whatfoever  conftituted  their 
power  and  glory,  and  lay  them  low,  even  in  the  dull. 
Like  blailed  fruits,  that  are  blown  down  to  the 
ground  by  a  violent  tempeft,  they  (hoold  be  deprived 
of  every  fupport,  and  be  reduced  to  a  mean  and 
contemptible  condition.— *The  judicious  Calvin,  the 
learned  Vitringa,  with  other  commentators,  confider 
this  portion  of  prophecy  as  relating  to  fome  terrible 
judgment,  which  the  avenger  of  the  wrongs  done  to 
the  Church  of  God  (hall  inflid  on  their  enemies  and 

perfecutoii. 
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pcrfccutors.  The  late  Biihcp  of  London  fays,  in  his 
notes  on  Ifakh,  pa^e  266,  that  there  are  prophecies, 
^hich  intimate  a  great  flaughter  of  the  enemies  of 
God  and  his  people,  which  remain  to  be  ftilfiiled,  as 
thoTe  in  E'zekiel  36th  chapter,  aiid  in  the  ?oth  chap. 
ter  of  the  Revelation,  and  that  this  prophecj  of 
Ifaiah  may  refer  to  the  fame,  or  the  like  event.  The 
order  of  thefe  prophecies,  and  the  feries  of  eyents  to 
which  thej  refer,  feem  to  indicate,  that  the  execa- 
tion  of  the  judgment  here  denounced  is  ftiU  future, 
and  Ihefefere  prudence  requires  to  leave  their  ac- 
€ompli(hment  more  fully  to  explain  them,  lathe 
mean  time,  1  only  obferve,  that  the  forcible  images 
which  ^mbelUih  this  defcription  clearly  (hew,  that 
the  threatened  deftruAion  fliaU  be  great  and  dreed* 
ful,  fuch  as  thQ  boldeft  figures  cannot  fully  repre* 
feat. 

7.  ^  I  will  mention  the  loving  kindnefles  of 
the  Lord^  and  the  praifes  of  the  Xx>rd,  accord- 
ing to  all  that  the  Lord  hath  beftowed  on  us, 
and  the  great  goodnefs  towards  the  houfeof 
liraely  which  he  hath  beflowed  on  them,  ac^ 
cording  to  his  mercies,  and  according  to  the 
multitude  of  hia  Icving-kindnefies* 

Our-  prophet,  having  explained  and  illuflrated  the 
prediAion  contained  in  chap.  H^-  i^«  ttjrq.  proceeds 
to  expound  and  amplify  the  prophecy  delivered  ifi 
the  20th  verfe  of  that  chapter,  relating  to  a  mote 
extenfive  convtriion  of  the  Jewifh  pet^e  than  in 
ancient  times.  For  this  purpofe,  he  comes  forward, 
in  name  of  the  pofterity  of  Abraham,  happily  brought 
to  repentance  and  faith  in  the  Meffiab,  prefenting 
before  God  penitent  acknowledgements  and  fcrvent 
lupplications  fuited  to  their  drcumftances.  He  be- 
gins by  expreffing  his  firm  determination  of  extolling 
Jehovah  for  the  fignal  benefits  vhich  he  had  coofe- 
red  upon  them.—- 1  will  mention,  or;  as  the  Hebrew 

ward 


Vol.  7-      PROPHECIES  o?  ISAIAH.  447 

woid  denotes,  I  will  call  to  rememfarsmce«  tikd  thanks 
folly  commemorate  the  lovmg^ktndneflers  of  the 
Lord,  the  many  precious  bleffings  flawing  frooi  his 
free  favoar  and  fuperabounding  grace,  whi(pb  be  hath 
beftawrd  on  our  nation.  I  will  efpecialy  celebrate^ 
with  gratitude,  tbe  wonderful  deliirerancet  which,  oa 
various  memorable  occafions,  he  hath  wrought  for 
them,  that  aflford  ample  ground  of  adiniration  and 
praife,  1  befe  fruits  of  the  Divine  benignity,  where- 
by bit  inffinttfl  excellencies  have  been  tlluftrioufly 
difplayed,  are  indeed  worthy  of  bemg  feithfuUy 
recorded  and  retained  in  aflS^Aionate  remembrance^ 
as  rich  mamfeAations  of  his  good  witt  and  pecufiar 
kmdnefs. — The  mercies  with  which  the  Lord  God 
hath  crowned  us,  my  btethren,  are  very  great*  Ref« 
pelting  this  prefent  life,  he  hath  given  us  all  things 
richly  to  enjoy,  be  hath  liberally  furniflied  us  with 
every  thing  neceflary,  and  aboudantly  more  than  we 
deferve.  And  as  to  that  whkh  is  to  come,  he  hath 
granted  us  tbe  means  of  attaining  it,  to  which  he 
hath  amiex^d  the  promifcof  his  preience  and  bl^ng. 
Thefe  ineftimable  favours  ought  never  to  be  forgot- 
ten, but  ihould  be  frequently  recolleded  with  piaife 
^nd  tbaiikfgiving. 

And  tbt praifos0f  $he  Lard.  Bleffing,  tfaankfgiving, 
and  praife,  i  a|>prehend,  are  ibmetimes  uTed  in  Scrips 
ture  as  fynonymous  terms,  and  fboie  times  a  certain 
diftinAion  feems  to  be  intended.  Blefiing  refpedls 
the  benefits  received;  thankfgiving  the  expeded 
returns  of  gratitude ;  and  praife  the  celebration  of  the 
glorious  perfedions  of  Jehovah,  difplayed  in  the  good 
things  he  bellows.  In  this  fenfe  of  the  word,  the 
peiion  lurre  fpeaking  reitjlves  to  extol  the  Divine 
attributes,  more  anciently  and  more  recently  ezbibiCf 
ed  by  tbe  benefits  and  deliverance  beftowed  on  the 
pofterity  of  lb9it{.^^A€cordmg  to  dU  thai  tbe  Lord 
batb  browed,  Sic.  Ifeiah,  folicitous^  as  every  one 
ought  to^be,  that  the  praifes  he  offered  to  God,  in  the 
nanf>e  of  bis  people,  might  correfpond  in  fome  good 
lUeafure  to^  the  mercies  receivedi  reiptve^  ta  magnify 
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Jehovah  in  a  manner  fuited  to  their  number  and 
excellence.  For  this  end  he  is  concerned  to  have 
bis  mind  deeply  imprefled  with  their  worth  and  im« 
portance,  and  diligently  to  improve  them  for  promot- 
ing fisiith^  love,  and  obedience  to  God,  determined 
that  the  more  the  loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord  was 
▼ifible  in  them,  the  larger  (hould  be  the  ezpreiBons 
of  ^2iiit\xAe.'^  And  the  great  goodni^s. toward  tbc  boufc 
dflfraeU  &c.  By  this  exprelfion,  which  is  of  fimilar 
import  with  the  preceding  one,  our  prophet  ihews, 
that  he  was  exceedingly  defirous  that  his  praifes  might 
be  fuited  to  the  kindneflefs  received  from  God,  not 
only  by  his  contemporaries  and  himfelf ;  but  that  they 
might  accord  with  (he  manifold  favours  conferred  in 
every  age  on  the  houfe  of  IfraeL— >i  n  this^  as  in  many 
4>ther  inftances,  he  exhibits  a  laudable  example,  which 
we  (hould  carefully  imitate.  We  ought  to  celebrate 
the  praifes  of  Jehovah,  not  only  for  perfonal  benefits, 
but  for  thofe  we  enjoy  in  our  focial  capacities,  and 
for  the  Divine  goodnefs  (hewn  to  the  Church  and 
kingdom  wherein  we  refide,  both  in  the  prefent  and 
in  pad  generations.    . 

According  to  his  merciesn  &c.  The  diftinguifhiog 
blefiings  and  privileges  whereby  the  Ifraelites  weie 
enriched  and  felicitated,  are  julUy  denominated  mer- 
cies,'becauie  they  relieved  them  from  the  miierits 
wherein  they  were  involved.  They  arefpoken  of  ander 
the  name  of  loving  kindneflefs,  to  imunate  that  they 
flowed  from  the  generous  com paffion  and  unbounded 
liberality  of  God.  They  are  mentioned  in  the  plural, 
to  indicate  their  vail  variety  and  rich  abundance;  and 
that  they  ferved  to  relieve,  at  different  times,  the 
neceflities  of  innumerable  multitudes.  Botb  expref- 
fions  may  be  confidered  as  including  all  the  temporal 
and  fpiritual  benefits  and  privileges  that  they  en« 
joyed,  among  which,  were  the  following :  The  Lord 
God  chofe  them  from  among  all  other  natbns,  to  be 
his  peculiar  people,  the  objeAs  of  his  love  and  caie. 
He  early  interpofed  for  their  deliverance  ftom  boa« 
4age,  and  bropgbt  th^ni  into  liberty  aiid  %  wcjdf by 
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place.     He  formed  them  into  a  nation ;  he  proteded 
them  by  his  providence;  he  promulgated  for  them 
the  moft  falutary  laws  ^  he  honoured  them  with  the 
fymbols  of  his  Divine  prefence  j   he  fupported  them' 
with  bread  from  heaven,  and. water  from  the  rock  ;. 
he  gave  them  piower  to'vanquifti  their  enemies  j   hc^ 
placed  among  them  the  throne  of  his  glorj ;  he  com- . 
mitted  to  their  cuftody  the  facred  oracles ;  he  eftab* 
liflied  his  worfhip  among  them ;  he  condtiAed  them 
by  his  good  Spirit,  and  led  them  to  inherit  the  good 
land  promifed  to  their  fathers  j  whilft,  by  his  fervants 
the  prophets;  he  taught  them  the  way  of  life  and  faU 
ration,  which,  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  was  to 'be  made 
manifeft  by  the  great  Mefiiah.     All  thefe,  and  othei; 
prerogatives,  he  bellowed  upon  them  in  great  mercy, 
and  unmerited  Icindnefs,  as  Mofes  of  old  inftruc^ed  • 
them  * — With  them  let  us  join  in  celebrating  his 
praifes,  whofe  mercies  endure  for  ever,  whofe  grace 
faileth  never. '  Let  us  extol  his  eflential  attributes, 
and  magnify  him  for  their  exertion  in  his  wonderful 
works  done  in  behalf  of  his  people. 

8.  For  he  faid,  Surely  they  are  mj  people, 
children  that  will  not  Jlie :  fo  he  was  their 
faviour. 

The  blefled  God  is  introduced  fpeaking  after  the 
manner  of  men,  who  tay^  that  fliall  certainly  happen, 
which, may  be  reafonably'expeded  to  take  place  ac« 
cording  to  the  nature  of.thiugp;  Jel^ovah,  to  whom 
all  things  are  ptvftOly  known  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end,  who  foretdd,  by  his  fervant  Mofes  and 
the  prophets,  the  future,  perfidious  condud  of  the 
Ifraelites,  perfedly  knew  that  they  would  deal  deceit^^ 
fully  with  him,  and  that  they  would  prove  unftedfaft 
in  hia  covenant.  Motwithftanding  he  is  here  repre-  > 
fented  anticipatiujg  what,  he  had  jv^ft  ground  to  look  ' 
for, .  namely,  that  the.  highly-favoured  pqfterity  of 
Abraham  would  not  deal  unfaithfully^.  witl\  hio)» 

VojulV.  3L'  After 

f  Dent.  TiL  6, 7. 


4ftjB);  bdng  f:n#l^  ]jy  ^ffa  with  t}»f  fipft  im^Qst. 

Wi'S%S^..*»e  bad  g9c>4  f^afyp  tp  %K§|ttrtJf  W  peqr 
m.  WW  o«  ^-  Thofe  ¥f  IJft  ^  ffif  ?J¥M*f»^  *f»  I 
hairs  pour^ftje^  «w|  PfPWh*  »ft  wh<^  W  BI?S»tMjJ 
iu4ebt«d  to  pe  fiwf  n»nift)14  WwipiH  iyl^.^.I)QiMi4. 

hm  ?t?ach(54  tg  me  9Ri  ^97  wprflvfit  P|I»op  W- 
tW?  ?W  wry  Vi'^P  tp  le«Y«,  <W  ^  fiwww  <»f  tho 
8«»  o?  !W?  wJ»»?i  ^MP  thpy  n<f^B  4^  th^^^ 
«fiy  &004..  W^J  then,  mx  Bff?rf^«l¥>.  Ij^^i^q  W«wW 
"9P  t9  ^  ?hf  ir  q<^  9n^  «h^«  \  h^y^  «*«54  %  nyr 
<»FP?tW.  4w.ay8^n59V»4:W?hpa^«W:  Wfe^!»^ 
^2H  npl  ftcl¥  U^^ir  Colcn^  KftfefW,  WV  4f4  Bf»% 
dKttjify,  i^titk  iDe^I    Tb?  ^flqi»ifion  u  ni«w4  W 

JW».  ?n^  puft  hjjy?  ^w  very«?4t  Jw4  ^iW^  Wt*  by 
««t  ti!«K:^^y  unji  ^i^ljed^it^,  fOHi^tft^ad  th^ 
orde^  of  ^bfflgs,  9f4  burfli  afijuylf  ^  th^  ppji^fi^a  ob$. 

■W.^  Vi^i  '^•SfWWr,  from,  tl^f,  Ijai^^  bRP4«» 
wherein  they  were  dets^a|ed  in  tJf/t  ^dr  9^  .^isy^rn: 
from  the  many  imminent  dangers  tp  which  they  were 


from  ruin.  He  was  their  fevieur  from  captrvity  at 
Babprlon,  by  raifine  up  a  powejful .  pon^e^.  ^po,  hj 
royal  proclamatidii,  gmited;thei;|a  li^bertr  to.retirrti  to 
tb^irdwn'lapd,  and  t^ 'enjo;jr  the  privilegfes  w1»^f 
they  hadTjcenldngndepiiv^'.'  And  iii  iVft'tiShm  of 
tifcoi,  acfeorrfmgto^is.  WiAnif^;  ^»j^  i^ht  t0^titfem''riic 
Meffiah»  fo.lllefij"  thtixi,  in" turning  i^m,  fto^[  tt^ 
imduittes:  that,  b'ehie  deKyered  noiti  the'hjuids  (4 
tneir  ehemies^'  they  m|ght>ferve  h^n^  i^i^out  ^i^  m . 
holihefi;  ari'dfTt^htequfiieTs;  Thi^  gfeatra}yiit|bn^  ibk 
rooft  wonfferfiiiaiiplayoK  Gb!5*s ^pat goodiit^'  hs^ 
ancioiitlpr  &rttbld,'aqd*pr^<^redl  by  tbitcdflpfiwa^de- 
liyeranites  whijUi  -  hi  Wrpugjit  tQr'th^fjS'iinflfer'iiK 

Judges- an*  nines,  Vlf)^6  prefitt^d-over 'tfcfem4s2qK«ff<d, 
mk  liord  Obd'of^I^  wHd  bstiii  be^melie!^ 


(     .IJ  4. 
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GentiliS.  Lfti  M  &din^  tii^  aftohtdOng  grtfcev  IH 
«  diir^eH^  att^i^a  f«  €i«e  tihttiib  df  tlM  AlVitioh; 
SflA  tti»ikftllf  Utti^  dt  tU  oAn  itMti  of  It  ib  tni 
in  tb»  ^1J)^.  Nfegl6a  liof,  I  befe'tfch  you,  tl&  pfei 
6k/us  idthf  itfiirifiVfe  \fiTk&ii  ythiviXf  iMiii&tiiihli 
ntottitiJAe»  ^€  M<i\ie6  ftbki  if ifoMfftidbir  firvitd^ 
Atid  t»i  j^ti^io^defthl^bA  ;  Sttd  IbtrMted  tothi  nbVliSIt 

fsMytaimi  utite^  t«  thti  ihoft  fcmrithe  ftri^bei,  ihsia 

and  tne  angel. oT  jus  preience  layea  chem :  m 
his  Jove  and  in  nis  pity  he  redeemed  them^- 
and  be  bare  tjieniy  aad  carried  them  all  the 
diys  of  old. 


hv  thefe  words*  the  bene'^otent  dKpbfiriM  tott  ten- 
ier  a^eaibn'of  God  towdid  ins  people  U  eicpreffisd  ik 
verf  ftiokig  teifml.  Notwithftdnding  the  pbfterity  d^ 
Hkael  wtti  the  dbje£&  of  Us  fpecial  tigstd  mA  pdca^ 
fiar  taore;  fit  by  their  manfifald^  atibeio^xd^  ththfgteii 
fions,'  Aiiy  itfere  i^e(;fiien'tly  r^oedd  to  the  fn6ft 

Smeftitig  ftrahs*.  Oa  it^cmmt  of  their  mtifdirtiAn^^i 
tiey  wer^  oVefrthrown  in  thb  wiMemefr;*  beeacifif 
i!hey  tempted  God*  ifk  the  deftrr*  they  were  dttttoyaS 
of  fei^nts*;  beoaufe  they  did  evil  in  th^  fi^t  of  th^ 
Lord,  hb  fold  tibem  into  the  haodsr  of  the  king  of 
MthpatMtAk ;  McauTe  th^y  followed  dther  godr  arid 
ierted  thiem,  ^' lor^  ftrexi^htockl  a^aihlt  thdofi  tiH# 
Sffeabifes;  the  AmmoAites;  and  the'  Amalhftite*  t  ^ 
earufe  fiktf  ceafed  not  froiifi  diehr  evil  doings  ai^d  thelf 
ftobboimway«  the  Ldrd  fold  theni  int6'  the:  hai(Hi,<]tf 
rhe  kiiig  of  GahMn ;  and  they  wete  gi^eady  diftreffeid^ 
by  tlie  IVfidia niter  and  the  Phiiitfines.  The  cotiflitn^-'* 
mtitb*  ri^hteoufiiefs^of  Jeh6vah'  did  not  permit  £Mli 
higli'  phivo^ations'  to  pbfr  without  fevere  cU^ftife* 
imntff :  yet  in  afi  thefe,  aiid  thei/  o^r  dffl)ak«i». 
the  MiOft  High  is  faid  to  have  been  afiSldted.    The 
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« 

cxprtilbn  ftnmglylntitntftea  the  neat  itlfltion  in  which 
he  flcx)d  conneded  with  them,  his  tender  compaffion 
toward  them,  and  his  deep  concern  for  their  welfare 
in  all  their  troubles.  It  aUb  indicates  hisconftant 
readinefs  to  relieve  them  from  their  diftrefles  on 
every  proper  occafion,  after  the  end  was  eSeded  for 
which  they  were  fent.  In  ^11  the  affliftions  of  Ifrael, 
fuch  were  the  kind  compafiions  of  God,  who  pofiefles 
power  and  inclination  to  help  and  deliver  his  people, 
as  far  as  compatible  with  the  infinite  perfe&ions  of  his. 
nature,  that  he  is  reprefcnted  as  feeling  for  them, 
and  ready  to  embrace  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  ref« 
cuing  them  from  evil— How  refrefliing  the  confbla. 
tion  contained  in  the  words  we  have  been  confider- 
ing— -how  reviving  the  thought  to  the  people  of  God, 
vhenan  trouble,  that  they  have  the  pity  and  fympa^ 
thy  of  an  omnipotent  friend,  who  commiferates  the 
afflided  in  all  their  fufferings  and  forrows ! 

Atd  the  angel  of  bis  prefence  faved  tbetn.  From  this 
4efignatioQ  it  is  evident,  that  the  illuftrious  periba 
here  mentioned,  to  whom  is  attributed  the  (alvatioQ 
and  fuppoit  of  Ifrael,  muft  in  fome  fenfe  be  diftinfi: 
from  Jehovah,  whofe  meflenger  he  is,  whilfl  the  ope- 
rations afcribed  to  him  plainly  (hew,  that  he  is  pof- 
fefled  of  the  perfedions  of  Deity,  which  the  follow- 
ing circumftances  fully  confirm.  The  Lord  God 
being  determined  to  bring  forth  the  children  of  Ifiael 
firom  ferviiode  in  Egypt,  the  angel,  of  the  Lord  ap- 
peared in  a  flame  of  fire^  out  of  the  midil  of  a  bufli,  to 
Mofes,  whom  he  appointed  to  be  their  leader,  and 
fidd, '  1  am  the  God  of  thy  fathers  *,*  &c.  The  per* 
fon  who  refcued  the  Ifraelites  from  bondage  was  the 
angel  of  God,  who  went  before  the  camp  of  Ifirael*  la 
the  pillar  of  cloud  by  day  and  the  pillar  of  fire  hy 
night  f  •  And  after  the  promulgation  of  the  law 
from  mount  Sinai,  Jehovah  informed  that  people, 
£xod.  xxiii.  20  *  Behold  1  fend  an  angel  before 
'  thee/  &c«  «  This  is  he,  (faid  the  firft  Cbrifiiaa 
^martyt  Stephen)  who  fpake  to  Mofes  at  mount 

«Sinai» 
^£xod.  iiL  2.  t  £xod«  xir.  19,  ao. 
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*  Sinai,  and  to  dur  fathers/  who  received  the  livelj 
'  oracles  to  give  unto  us  *.'  Of  him  Ifaiah  faith,  that 
he  faved  the  people  of  Ifrael  from  the  dangers,  evils^ 
and  enemies  wherewith  they  were  encompalTed.-— 
Tlfai  in  bis  love  and  pity  be  redeemed  tbem  from  the 
miferable  condition  to  which  they  were  reduced. 
When  almoft  ready  to  perifli,  through  the  cruel  hard- 
ihips  they  fuftained,  he  brought  them  forth  froni  the 
furnace  of  affli^on,  and  refcued  them  from  the  ter-i 
rible.  calamities  whereby  they  were  opprefled.  In- 
deed their  falvation  could  not  have  proceeded  from, 
any  other  fource  than  his  love  and  pity,  who  re- 
deemed their  great  progenitor^  the  patriarch  Jacob, 
from  all  evil  f .  To  the  fame  angel  Ihould  be  aicribed 
the  praife  of  the  redemption  of  his  pollerity,  who  is 
the  bon  of  God,  infinitely  fupetior  to  all  the  othei^ 
angels,  the  Redeemer,  and  the  avenger  of  the  Church, 
the  Light,  the  H  >ly  One  of  ifrael,  their  Saviour  and 
Lord,  who,  under  the  new  ceconomy  of  grace,  is  cal- 
led '  the  Brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory  J.'— -The 
&me  caufes  which  operated  to  effedt  their  redemp- 
tion, ftill  induce  him  to  beftow  deliverance  on  his 
chofen  people,  and  to  confer  upon  us  all  the  mercies 
we  receive.  Let  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  fay  fo, 
whom  he  hath  refcued  from  the  hand  of  the  enemy, 
and  led  forth  by  the  right  way,  that  they  might  go 
to  a  city  of  habitation  i^. 

He  bare  tbem^  and  carried  tbem  aU  the  days  ofoldl 
Wiien  ready  to  be  overborne  and  prefled  down  by 
the  grievous  calamities  they  fuftained,  incapable  of 
fupporting  themfelves,  and  greatly  in  need  of  his 
friendly  aid,  he  ftcpped  in  to  their  relief.  He  fuf- 
tained them  in  their  feveral  exigencies ;  he  fupported 
their  minds;  he  put  ftrength  into  them,  whereby 
they. were  upheld  and  kept  from  fainting. — He  car- 
ried tbem.  This  expreifion  may  be  confidered  as  an 
advance  on  the  fonder,  and  may  denote,  that  he  not 
#nly  fuftained  them,  but  fortified  their  minds  and 

,  comforted* 

*  Adt*  Tii.  38*  f  Gen.  Ixviii.  i6* 
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454  I£(?rUR£S  en  fitt     CnAr.USUt. 

comftrteft  their  bewtt  tlAd«ftlit«^  Atffeffh^  inAi  for< 
wm,  thereby  giving  them  MMidftaUe  ptHbh^  lAi 
kindneft  and  cade,  mhkh  itt  fhtts  iel«bntt«A  hf 
Mofes  * :    *  The  Lotd  yMfCdd,  wtto  ^th  hefeM 

*  you,  he  fhaU  fight  for  ym*  iu.'^kte  thmc  iSA 
ibme  6f  yocr,  my  hettters,  whb  hive  ihjoftA  \hih  U|ll 
prtf&ge  f  What  tb^ti  (hdl  yea  ifeA^r  uintd  tM 
Lord  for  die  di^phfys  of  hi4  Ictve,  car«,  itid  fUthfifif* 
Reft ?  In  biimble  dependtrk^  <^  hij  grace,  i€titiQi 
vigour  in  h8  ftrvice,  And  Idlbour  to  abOtlAd  itidntf 
good  wotk,  to  Che  glory  of  Cddywie  Savioar. 

16.  f  But  Aey  rebelled,  iiid  vexed  Mu  hofy 
fpirit :  therefore  he  was  turned  to  be  tlieir 
eneni  y,  attJ  be  fought  a§faizift  them. 

The  UQgratefuI  oonduft  of  tke  Ifiiaelite^f  fbf  tbe 
important  beaefits^  they  veeetYed  irotfi  God^  with  tU 
ievcre  ptmifhrneot^  which  they  fuffeved  dh  that  tx> 
county  k  here  defcribed  in  ftrong  ternis.  Inftead  of 
being  thankful  and  ebeditfnt  to  their  Mbeval  hinebaa^ 
tor,  they  were  moft  undulifui  and  rebeHiouB}  acaxT'* 
dhig  to  the  teftimony  of  Mofes  and  the  prapbeti* 
Bow  explicit  the  charge  biiought  againft  tkem  by 
their  xkader  and  legiflator,  in  tbtSA  wotd^,  ^Klem6in« 

*  ber,  and  forget  not  how  thou  pcinrokedfl:  the  JjoA 
^  thy  God  to  wrath  in  the  wildetaeis :  ftom  the  day 

*  that  thou  didft  depart  out  of  the  landof  £^pt,utt* 

*  til  ye  came  unto  this  place,  ye  hare'  been  cebeffious 

*  ^ainft  the  Lord  «/  When  the  Lord  Gpd  fent hii 
fervant  Ezekiel  to  fpeak  unto  them^  he  toidhilti;  *  I 

*  fend  thee  to- the  children  of  Ifrael;  to  » lebeUous 

*  nation,  that  hath  rebelled  agmnft  me  f  •'  They  weie 
uniformly  hard-hearted^  and  obftinately  perftfted  ib 
the  molt  enormaus  traafgreflkms.  At  tlUree  difieiedt 
periods,  however,  did  they  more  gnevonfly  revolt 
from  God,  and  a&ed  in  daring  oppofition  to  his  autho- 
rity j  namely,  in  the  days  of  Mofes,  who  thus  addrefled 

them, 

*  DcQt.  i.  30, 91.      f  Dettt  ix.  7.       t  1^^  ^  3- 
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tl^f^i :  *  Ypgrbsifre  b^qn  rebfftious  ftgwift  the  Lord 
♦  frqm  tbe  4ay  Ihjit  I  knew  yw.*/  Their  coadaft: 
ip,  t^U  r^ffie^  bfq^mi)  »g9i3.fQQft  oatorbuRio  this 
geriqi}  F^PP  tft^  ^^  ftaptivity  at  B»b)y1iMi|.  whca  they 
roQcke4  thfl  me9f  ngers  (p^f  Qod,  df^fpifed  U3  words,  and 
n)ifufedb(i$  pv>9hpt«^  W  ii  i^.WfijttAn  f.  Nor  was: 
thf  ^r  b^b^viout  Ms.  cfiiyia^l  njt  the  time  the  gofpol 
w^f  ^bli4^  W  J^^^  Qbrift  4nd.  hk  aiioftles,  and 
tbQfft  wfi^  4  iMge  e^Mboa  Q^  tho  Hcj>y  Gboft;,  fofrl 
t^an  t-H^^y  W  nway  frq^mrlbem  (hQ  w«rdcf  GQd,and> 
JM^g^^  ^ftRiftl vqs  y f^vf^^by  q£  ^yerUfting  life  J .  By 
thiM  aAi^g  ipi.  dirc^.  oppo&ion  tio  «he  will:  o£  God 

7%  Vg^.  bU  MjfSfiHIt.  W.bQ  iin  tb?  Old  Tefta* 
loeat  is  cabled  t\kf^  S{>ii:it  ^  Jalpiutb^  the  gaodi  Spirit 
q^Qqd^  ib^  $pji»t  q(  gFacq^smdby  fovaraliothci!  names, 
10'  ifef^r^^M^a  to  Jjiis;  fpeqial  sgeqicy,  and  the  r&Gs:  he 
p^nO^.  I^i^.  p*wU2ir  W)ri:  i^;  to  fcrctel,  by  fais 
faryapts.iutjie?  f)Vient«.  c^lafiiv^!  to,  the  Ghiarh,  as  he 
4^of  oJidborMQ^s  a^d  th4  pcopbets;  and  ta  demons 
f(^f^  W  ixifaUbl^figfi^^ml  vKondeis,  t^e  truths  which. 
hci  reveajij^  tQ  thpfe  wb»9  sm  infpired  by  hiim  In 
^fi9Jn}^^V^S  ^\^P^  ialYAtipa  of  m^,.  he  coiiviacea 
them  of  (in  ^  he  enlightens  their  minds ;.  he  purifies/ 
t^  bes^tfp}  l»Qh9l«xai{a»  t^^r  aj^reSaoostOo  dinne  ob- 
jfl4K;.$4  ifej^rajpi^  thi^l»  fiioa^  ewiK  am^  fuiniflieK.tfaem 
fo^the  fv^»£^epf  j(li|a);  vhiokb  SPcAr  he  endows 
i?Yi^.]^^^ig^  vrii^om^  hfor^h  wd  confidisnce ;  and' 
a449^ini^^  S99}Kwt:  tg^  xia  affliAfid'  and<  dsje&sd* 
'[('hf^  h^;  ^m|t.i9(%B  ^^n  t0  tbf^  GbUdrea  of  liibel, 
iW^r  t]^  ^iPfl?  qB»Q!)q|i^»  that  hs  migfati  inflrud 
thf^,.  a^  IK^  acj^oawlodge^'fay^  80od:  Nehemiah^. 
^.^idf  <^M^ing  h^.  braigmi  influenoe,  aqd  fub- 
myttijii)^  U>i  kh  ifl^t^ry  m^m&iomt  they  i/iexed  and ' 
g^vo^,  hi)9 '.  Tb9:  e^^Qfifiibp /  aUudes .  to  the  uneafi*. 
ne&  ag^  ivfoiw  fdlt  b^aikiodi&ifi&d;  iRhaa  heob*: 
feipfes  hM  qoiM^  4od:^4rramti€dMiKejq£bed  by  thofit 
ii|.  wboffli  bis»  isi  deeply,  i^iatefiiid.  In  reference  to^ 
tbf»  \Keii  l^iPHU:  qiri^aoi(l«0€m.  ouirrprophet  affirms, 
tb4t:lhf  h(^$f»r«:  wa0:gi:t^Kl3d:by  tbe.  pofteriQr.of? 

Abraham, 

t  Aeti'^\tJi6. »  $  Chap.  ii.  20. ' 
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Abraham^  'who  wer^  ungrateful  for  hbbenefit:9,  who 
ftufbbomly  refiftefl  his  authority,  and,  by  obflinate 
impenitence,  infidelity,  and  difobedience,  rejeded  his 
cpnvidiohsr  and  cotinfels.  To  this  odious  condud 
they  were  ^amefully  addided.  Notwttbftanding 
they  faw  his  works,  and  received  his  mercies,  they 
grieved  him  forty  yeAts  in  the  defart.  .  Afterward, 
when  the  Lord'God^  teftified  againft  them  by  bis 
Spirit;  they  would  not  givcfear*.  The  fame  heavy 
cfharge,  brought  againft  them  by  Ifaiah,  was  renewed 
by  Stephen  jbefore  his  deaths  who  thus  accufed  them: 
^  Ye  ftifl^necked  and  uncircumcifed  in  heart  and  ears, 
•ye  do  always  refift  the  Holy  Ghoft;  as  yoar  fathers 
♦-did,  fo  dcye-j-.' — fifeware  of  grieving  the  Holy 
Spirit,  either  by  omiffion  of  duty  or  comraiffion  of  fin. 
Taflce  heed  that  you  couhterad  not  his  gracious  m- 
fluence,  who  is  a  Spirit  of  light  and  love,  of  bolineb 
and  confolation,  and  fo  provoke  him  to  depart  firom 
you.  Liften  to  his  kind  fuggeftions,  his  faithful 
admonitions,  and  falutary  inftrudlions,  who^  intends, 
by  his  various  operations,  to  refine  you  from  the 
drofs  of  cbrruption,  and  to  form  yoa  into  the  Divine 
refemblahce. 

Therefore  be  was  turned  to  be  tbeir  efkyny,  8cc;  Tins 
tremendous  judgment  wa^inflided  on  the  defeendants 
of  Ifrael,  finr  their  having  vexed  the  Holy  Spirit.  He 
who  in  former  times  had  aded  toward  them  as  a  kind 
friend,  was  fo  highly  difpleafed  at  their  ednteinptuous 
condud,  that  he  deferted  them,  and  deprived  them 
of  thofe  important  ben^fi^  wherewith  they  had  been 
favoured.  He  withdvew  the  Divine  light  that  ted 
Aione  upon. them,  and  left  them  under  the  power  of 
darknefs,  in  blindnefs  of  mind  and  hardnefs  of  heart. 
He  made  them  hear,  iniplace  of  the  word  of  life  md 
falvation,  terrible  denunciatioi^  of  dreadful  calamities, 
and  made  his  judgments  to  go  forth  as-the  light.  He 
withheld  from;  them  bis  relriving,  ftieKgthening,  and 
comforting  communications,  and  fufl^'red  their  minds 
to  bf  filled  with  conffaMnation  and  tetror,-  fo  that,  as 

Mofes 

•  Neh-  ix.  i0:  '   ;•  t  Aa$  rii.  i<. 
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Mofes  foretdld;  they  fhould  be  afraid  at  the  fhakinf 
of  a  leaf*. — And  be  fought  again/i  tbem  ;  as  he  had 
predidedy  he  heaped  mifchie^  upon  them,  and  fpent 
his  arrows  upion  them  f  •  Thus  was  verijKed  the 
awful  threatening  which  the  Lord  Grod  denounced 
againft  them  by  his  fer^nt  Jeremiah*  in  thefe  wordt: 

*  And  1  myfelf  will  fight  againft  them  with  an  out- 

*  iltetched  hand  and  ftrong  arm,  even  in  anger,  and 

*  in  fury,  and  in  gteat  wrath  j:— Alarmed  by  thefe 
dreadful  denunciations  of  the  Almighty,  let  us  avoid, 
with  the  utmoft  vigilance,  every  thing  that  might  in 
any  meafure  incur  thefe  miferies  that  befel  the  Jewi(h 
people,  at  the  feteral  periods  to  which  i  have  already 
referred. 

1 1.  Theii  he  remembered  the  days  of  old^ 
Mdfes  and  his  "^to^Xt^  faying^  Where  is  he  that 
brought  them  up  out  bf  the  fea,  with  the  fhep-* 
herd  of  his  flock?  where  is  he  that  put  his  holy 
Ipirit  withia  him  } 

.  Tne  merciful  interpofitions  of  Jehovah  in  behalf 
of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  the  diftinguilhing  favours 
iiiifhich  he  conferred  upon  them,  are  here  brought  into 
view.  Commentators  are  divided  in  opinion  refpec- 
ting  the  perfon  fpoken  of,  fome  attributing  the  words 
to  God,  who  is  mentioned  in  the  preceding  verfe ; 
others  afcribipg  them  to  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  on  whom 
the  Lord  had  beftowed  manifold  mercies,  ver.  7.—^ 
As  the  matter  is  involved  in  obfcurity  and  uncer^ 
tainty,  I  (hall  confider  the  words  before  us  as  eXr 
prefled  by  both  parties,  that  you  may  adopt  either  of 
the  fentiments  that  feem  to  you  moft  agreeable  to 
the  defign  of  the  infpired  writer.  View  tbem  firft  as 
proceeding  from  God.  Then,  at  the  time  the  Holy 
Spirit  turned  to  be  the  enemy  of  Ifrael,  who  had  long 
vexed  him,  he  called  to  mind  days  of  old^  wherein  he 
bare  and  carried  them,  the  declarations  of  mercy  he 

Vol.  IV.  3M  pubUftiei 

*  LcT.  xstL  56.      f  Dettt.  ixaii.  23.      %  Jcr.  xxt.  5. 
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poblilhed  by  hk  fenrajiC  Mofes ;  how  he  tendctly  re- 
garded bis  peopk  ander  the  afflidions  wherewith  he 
Vifited  them;  and  how,  in  the  midft  of  deier¥ed 
wmth,  mercy  was^  always  intermixed.  The  lecoU 
ledbn  of  thefe  circumftances,  which  he  kept  fully  ia 
"tiew^  induced  him  to  fpave  tberai,  and  to  mitigate 
their  oalamttiei.  The  Tery  reafons,  on  account  of 
ln^hich  he  migfht  have  increafed  and  continued  their 
tniferie»,  are  converted  into  arguments  for  difplayiog 
fhe  riches  of  hit  forbeanmoe  and  mercy.  Thus  mercy 
tejdiceth  againft  judgmefit.-->«-Confider  the  words  be* 
Ibfe  us  as  uttered  by  the  houfe  of  Uraer«  who  for  long 
time  had  been  for&ken  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  Then, 
when  thus  abandoned,  they  are  introduced  as  an  in- 
dividual deeply  affede^  with  his  deplorable  condition 
-^-Remembering  the  days  of  old^  whernn,  notmth« 
fianding  many  great  provocations,  God's  (ervaot 
Mofes,  and  the  people  entrufted  to  his  care»  were 
fafely  brought  out  from  oppreffion  and  bondage,  they 
were  gready  encouraged.  Though  they  frequent^ 
incurred  the  Divine  difpleafure,  and  were  fereitly 
punilhed  for  their  tranfgreffions,  yet  God  fpaitd 
them,  and  did  not  execute  upon  them  all  the  nerce- 
nefs  of  his  wrath.  RecoIIe^ng  the  days  of  old,  and 
the  great  deiiverances  which  God  wrought  for  their 
&then }  that  God  himfelf  is  unchangeably  the  ftiae ; 
and  that  his  tender  mercies  fail  not ;  each  of  the  troly 
|)enitent  was  to  comfort  himfelf.  In  this  view,  the 
conduA  of  I'frael  is  highly  worthy  of  our  imitation, 
and  the  refolution  of  the  royal  Pk'ophet  very  proper 
to  be  adopted.  *  1  wiH  remember  the  year»  of  the 
*  right  hand  of  the  Mod  High,  1  will  remember  the 
"*  works  of  the  Lord,  furely  1  will  remember  thy  won* 
^dersofoldV 

tfbcre  it  be  that  brwgbt  tbem  out  ef  tibe  fea.  The 

{erfon  enquired  for  can  be  no  other  than  the 
ord  God,  who  alone  couM  perform  the  works  here 
mentioned.  Our  prophet,  in  name  of  the  peniieat 
Jews,  calling  to  mind  the  great  goodnefs  of  Jehovah 

toward 
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toward  their  nation  ki  time  paft,  is  feameftlj  defimus 
that*  in  their  prefent  forlorn  circumftances,  the  froitt 
^  his  loving-kindnefs  mtght  be  renewed.  He  theroN 
fore  enquives,  with  foiicitude.  Where  is  he  that  te& 
cued  our  fathers  from  the  perilous  circttioftancei 
wherein  they  were  involTed  at  the  Red  Sea,  that  led 
them  on  fafely  under  the  cooduA  of  thde  be  ap^ 
pointed  to  be  their  guides,  and  enriched  them  with 
the  moift  fubftantial  beoefits  ?  Six  of  them  are  fpeci^ 
fied  in  this  and  the  three  following  verfe»~i^,  Where 
is  that  glorious,  omnipotent  Jehovah,  who  brought 
them  up  out  of  the  fea.  This  wonderful  interpoiitioa 
of  tfa<^  Almighty,  which  is  frequently  celebrated  in 
Scripture,  is  exprefdy  afcribed  to  him  by  his  fervant 
Joffaua,  in  his  (Kithetic  addreis  to  the  ifiraelites  hefbie 
his  death,  *  For  the  Lord  our  God  is  he  that  brought 
'  us  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  fnmi  the  houfe  of 

*  bondage,  and  who  did  thofe  great  figns  in  our  fight, 
'  and  preferved  us  in  ail  the  way  wherein  we  went, 

*  among  all  the  people  through  whom  we  paffed  ^.^'^ 
With  ibejbepberd  ofbisJIocL  At  the  period  wherein 
God  wrought  this  mighty  deliterance,  the  pofterity 
of  Jacob  are  fpoken  of  as  a  flock,  on  account  of  theilr 
weak  and  defencelefs  condition  amid  the  enemies 
whereby  they  were  encompaflfed,  and  becaufe  of  their 
pronenefs  to  wander  and  go  aftray  from  God.  In^ 
deed,  fuch  was  the  deftitute  circumftances  to  which 
they  were  reduced,  that  had  he  not  been  pleafed  to 
proteift,  to  condud,  and  to  provide  for  them,  they 
siuft  have  periflied.  Mofes  was  the  (bepherd  to 
wbofe  care  tiiey  were  committed,  according  to  what 
is  written  in  Pial  Ixxxvii*  20.  where  the  kindnefs  of 
Jehovah  toward  that  people  is  celebrated  in  thefe 
words :  *  Thou  leddeft  thy  people  like  a  flock,  by  the 

*  band  of  Mofes  and  Aaron/«-*Grant,  blefled  God^ 
that  we,  who  are  alfo  the  ibeep  of  thy  pafture,  may 
enjoy  the  fame  important  privileges  wherewith  they 
Were  favoured.  Be  thou  ever  with  us  in  every  ftage 
of  our  journey  through  life,  unti],  having  by  thy 

grace 

*  Chap.  JuuT»  17* 
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grace  fumiouiited  the  difficulties  that  lie  in  the  way, 
and  fupported  by  thy  providence,  we  arrive  at  the 
knd  of  everlafting  reft;  to  enjoy  thy  preience  and 
glory  for  ever.«-^2dly.  Where  is  be  that  put  bis  bofy, 
firiri$  witbin  bim.  This  esfprefflon  may  probably  re- 
late to  the  remarkable  tranfadtion  recorded  Numb.  xi. 
l6,  17.  where  Gbd  promifed  to  take'  of  the  Ipirit 
which  was  dpon  Mofes,  and  to  put  It  upon  the  eiden 
of  Ifrael:  The  precious  donation  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
which  is  the  fruit  of  his  diftinguifhing  love  and  fa- 
vour, he  beftows  opon  his  peculiar  people,  whereby 
they  are  difcriminated  frdm  the  world  around  them* 
The  bleffings  of  providence  are  conferred  promifcu* 
:ou(Iy  upon  the  children  of  men;  whijft  this  inefli- 
mable  benefit  is  referved  for  the  obje^s  of  his  fpecial 
regard.  By  putting  within  the  nufti  of  l(jael  the 
fpirit  of  wifdom  and  underftandihg,  they  Yfttt  epa« 
bled  to  attain  the  knowledge  of  bis  will ;  by  giVipg 
them  the  Spirit  of  grace  Md  fupplication,  he  affifted 
their  devotions  ;  by  his  counfel  and  ditedlion,  they 
were  conduced  into  the  poflellio^i  of  the  |and  pro* 
mifed  to  Abraham,  IGaac,-  and  Jacob.  *  tie  furniflied 
Mofes  and  Aaron,  the  elders,  and  no  doubt  hian^  of 
the  Levites,  with  gifts  and  graces  requiQte'fdi'- the 
performance  of  the  various  fervices  incun^beilt  upon 
them.  He  rai&d  up  many  eminent  prophets  and 
teachers,  wto  fbretold  future  events,  and  inftruflicd 
the  people  .in  the  worlhip"  and  law  of  the  Lord', 
it  was  tberefore  natural  for  the  pofterity  of  that 
highly-favdured  nation,  on  returning  to  the  lord', 
early  •  to  enquire  after  him  who  brought  up  their  pro- 
genitors ftom  the  fea,  and  honoured  them  with  the 
ineftimaUe  bleiEng  of  his  Holy  Spirit. — ^This  invalu* 
able  benefit,  which  God  graciolifly  imparted  to  foinc 
,6f  out  fathers,  we  ought  to  be  folicitous,  by  fienrcnt 
Tpcay er,  to  t)btain  from  the  Father  of  Mercies. 


V 


;     12.  That  led  them  by  the  right  hand  of  Mofes 
vrith  his  glorious  arm,  dividing  thd  v^atcr  bfe- 

'  -  for* 
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fore  them,  to  make  himfelf  an  everlaftiqg 
name? 

•  4 

Two  more  memorable  inftances  of  the  Divine 
goodners  toward  the  boufe  of  Ifrael  are  mentioned  in 
thefe  words.  Mofes,  as  we  have  heard,  was  the  per- 
fon  employed  by  Jehovah  to  lead  his  people  through 
the  fea  and  the  howling  wildemefs,  and  he  is  faid  to 
have  conduced  them  by  his  right  hand,  wherein  he 
held  the  paftoral  rod,  by  which  the  omnipotence  of 
Jehovah  was  exerted  in  punifhing  the  Egyptians,  in 
dividing  the  red  fea,  and  in  performing,  for  their  be« 
pefit,  the  mod  ftupendous  miracles. — With  bis  glorious 
arm  dividing  the  water  before  tbem.  By  this  exprcf- 
lion  is  intended  the  Angel  of  God's  prefence,  who  is 
the  great  Power  of  God,  by  whom  he  executes  his 
gracious  purpofes  refpeAing  his  Church,  and  by 
whom  he  delivered,  the  Ifraelites  from  cruel  bondage. 
This  is  he  who  preceded  the  camp  of  Ifrael,  and  who, 
4ike  a  good  Ihepherd,  guided,  defended,  and  fup- 
ported  them.  This  is  he  who  fought  their  battles, 
who  vanquifhed  their  enemies,  and  thruft  them  out 
/rdm  before  them,  ^bofe  everlafting  arms  were  un« 
Jerneath  thjSfn,  and  who  rode  on  the  heaven  to  their 
help  f . — ^The  aftonifhing  event  to  which  our  prophet 
refers,  that  w^  effedled  by  the  glorious  arm  of  Jeho^ 
•vah,  and  by  the  right  hand  of  Mofes,  is  defcribed 
£xod.  xiv.  2it  29.  The  King  of  Egypt,  who  derived 
confiderable  advantages  from  the  fervice  of  the  If- 
raelites, was  determined  not  to  let  them  go,  and  long 
perfifted  in.  his  refolution  to  detain  them,  until  the  Al- 
mighty, by  a  great  miracle,  opened  a  paflage  through 
the  fea  for  bis  people,  wherein  Pharaoh  and  his  hoft 
were  drowned. — 7i  make  bimfelfan  everlajiing  name. 
The  wonderful  interpoQtions  of  Jehovah  in  behalf  of 
the  children  of  Ifrael  were  intended  to  difplay  his 
honour  and  glory,  that  he  might  acquire  renown  and 
praife  over  the  world,  throughout  all  ages.  *  For 
/this  purpofe  he  raifed  up  Pharaoh,  that  he  might 

*lhew 
*  Pcttt.  xxxiti.  ^(5,  a?* 


^6%  LECTURES  on  tai      Chap.  LXIff. 

*  fhtw  in  him  his  power,  9nd  that  his  name  might  bt 

*  declared  throughout  all  the  earth  */  Accocdin^Iy, 
Rahab  told  the  (pies,  fent  by  Joihua  into  the  land  of 
Canaan,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  bad 
heard  how  the  Lord  dried  up  the  water  of  the  Red  Sea 
for  them,  when  they  came  out  of  Egypt,  and  what 
they  did  to  the  kings  of  the  Amorites  f.  And  by 
recording  ^efe  memorable  tranfatSions  in  his  holy 
word,  that  is  committed  to  his  Church,  gathered  from 
among  all  nations,  the  knowledge  of  them  is  tranf- 
initted  to  every  fubfequent  generation.  Thus  hath 
God  made  to  himfelf  an  everlafting  narne^  and  mani- 
felled  his  mercy,  power,  and  faithftilnefs,  by  the 
falvation  of  his  peculiar  people.*^-'  Help  us,  O  God 

*  of  our  falvation,  for  the  gldiy  of  thy  name,  and  de« 

*  liver  us,  and  purge  away  our  (ins,  for  thy  name*) 

*  fake/ 

X  3.  That  led  them  through  the  deep,  as  an 
horfe  in  the  wildcrne(s,  that  they  (hould  not 
Humble  ? 

The  Divine  goodnefs  toward  the  lioufe  of  Ifrael,  is 
celebrated  on  account  c£  another  remarkable  circam- 
ilance,  that  deferves  attention.  It  feems  highly  pro* 
bafole,  that  the  Lord  God  not  only  divided  the  lea, 
that  they  might  pafs  through  in  iafety,  but  that  he 
alfo  rendered  its  bottom  dry  and  firm,  fo  that  mea, 
women  and  children,  with  their  baggage,  might  eaCly 
and  fpeedily  walk  over  the  deep  channel  which  was 
occupied  by  the  fea.  1  he  royal  Pfalmift,  therefore, 
when  recounting  the  wonders  which  God  wrought 
for  their  falvation  §  particularly  mentions,  that  '  the 
'  Lord  rebuked  the  Red  i>ea,  and  it  was  dried  up;  fo 

*  he  led  them  through  the  deeps  as  through  the  wit- 

*  dernefs,*  He  conddded  them  in  perfeft  fccurity  to 
the  oppofite  Aiore,  along  an  untrodden  path,  as  if  it 
nad  been  a  public  road  wbereoi  paffengers  were 

accuftoDBtd 

*  Exod.  Is.  t6.  f  Jofh.  ii.  lO. 

t  Pfal.  kxix.  .9.  i  nL  c?i.  9. 
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accoftomed  to  travel,— »i£r  a  borfo  m  tbe  wUdemefSf 
%ic.  that  is  conftantly  apt*to  go  afide  from  the  right 
way.  requires  to  be  'guided,  or  kd,  bj  hk  mailer  or 
keeper;  fo,  by  the  direAion  of  Jehovah^  thej  went  on 
firm  ground,  that  did  not  yield  to  their  feet,  wtthout 
flipping  or  fatigue,  and  were  kept  from  turning  into 
dangerous  by-patba. 

14,  As  a  bead  goeth  down  into  the  valley, 
the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  caufcd  him  to  reft :  fo 
didft  thou  lead  thy  people,  to  make  thyfelf  a 
glorious  name. 

Our  pro^et  completes  the  enumetation  of  the 
fignal  benefits  which  the  Lord  God  beftowed  on  his 
peculiar  people  in  times  of  old. — The  fubjeft  is  iluf* 
trated  by  a  comparifon  v>  hich  requires  little  explana* 
tion.  As  an  animal  purfued  by  fome  rapacious 
creatures,  feeks  for  lafety  and  reft  in  fome  fequeftrated 
valley  or  low  ground,  where  he  may  be  free  from* 
thofe  by  whom  he  was  chafed  and  endangered*--ib 
the  bpirit  of  Jehovah,  who  was  the  counfellor  and 
guide  of  the  pofterity  of  Jacob,  caufed  them  tode- 
teend  iotatue  deep  valley,  which  had  been  covered 
by  the  fea,  that  by  this  means  they  might  eicape 
frdm  their  enemies,  and  arrive,  under  his  conduA,  at 
a  place  of  iafety,  liberty,  and  tranquillity.  And,  ever 
attentive  to  relieve  their  weaknciles,  andtofupply 
their  wants  in  their  journey  thither,  he  always  pointed 
out  the  moft  proper  times  and  ftations,  wherein  they 
might  have  reft  and  freedom  from  annoyance.— -& 
dkyi  tbm  had  tby  people.  Thus  did  the  great  Shep* 
herd  of  Ifrael  condudt  them,  like  a  flock,  through  the 
deeps  of  the  fea  and  deferts  of  Arabia,  until  he 
brought  them  into  the  good  land  he  had  promifed 
unto  their  fathers. — 7b  meike  tbyfe\f  a  glorious  name. 
The  expreffion  is  nearly  of  the  lame  import  with  that 
which  occurred  in  the  12th  verfe.  An  everlafling 
name  is  a  glorious  name,  and  a  glorious  name  muft  be 

everlafling. 
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everlafting.  Matters  of  the  hlgheft  importance, 
vrberein  one  is  deeply  interefted,  and  as  to  the  fuccefs 
of  which  he  is  folicitous,  are  in  many  cafes  repeated, 
as  in  the  inftaoce  before  us.  The  chief  defign  of  God; 
in  conferring  on  the  Ifraelites  the  flavours  that  hath 
been  mentioned,  was«  to  exhibit lilluftrious  difplays  of 
his  Divine  attributes ;  to  magnify  the  riches  of  his 
mercy  ;  to  (hew  his  omnipotence  infinitely  fuperior 
to  all  oppoQtion  j  and  to  manifeft  his  unchangeable 
veracity  by  the  fulfilment  of  his  promifes,  notwitb« 
ftanding  the  feemingly  infurmountable  difikultici 
that  lay  in  the  way  of  their  accomplifhment. 

In  this  manner  did  Ifaiah,  in  his  own  name  and  in 
the  name  of  his  countrymen  brought  to  repentance 
and  faith  in  the  Meffiah»  commemorate  the  kindneflfes 
of  Jehovah  toward  their  progenitors.  He  called 
to  grateful  remembrance  the  bleffings  of  Divine 
goodnefs,  wherewith  the  pofterity  of  Abraham  had 
been  favoured^  and  celebrated  the  perfedions  and 
glory  of  Jehovah,  difplayed  in  the  deliverances  that 
he  wrought  for  them.  He  con  traded  the  mercies 
which  they  had  received  in  times  paft,  with  the  mife- 
ries  of  their  condition  at  the  period  to  which  he  looked 
forward ;  he  laid  open  the  fources  of  hope  and  ccmi- 
fort ;  and  inveftigated  the  caufes  which  contributed 
to  bring  down  upon  them  the  wrath  of  Jehovah  in 
the  latter  days.  From  the  time  wherein  they  were 
emancipated  firbm  bondage  in  Egypt,  they  were  per- 
verfe,  difobedient,  and  rebellious,  notwithftandiug  the 
Moft  High  did  great  things  for  them,  whereof  they 
had  reafon  to  be  glad  and  rejoice.  But  after  having 
committed  the  atrocious^  capital  crime  of  crucifying 
the  Prince  of  life,  and  put  away  from  them  the  word 
of  God,  they  remain  bluided  by  ignorance  of  the  way 
of  falvation,  and  hardened  through  obftinacy  and  im- 
penitence :   *  Even  to  this  day  the  vail  is  upon  their 

*  heart ;   neverthelefs,  when  they  fhaU  turn  to  the 

*  Lord,  the  vail  (hall  be  taken  away  *.' 

15.  IT  Look 

^  a  Cor.  iu.  159 16. 
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15.  1[  Look  down  from  heaven,  and  behold 
from  the  habitation  of  thy  holinefs  and  of  thy 
glory :  where  is  thy  zeal  and  thy  (Irength,  the 
founding  of  thy  bowels,  and  of  thy  mcrciea 

towards  me  ?  are  they  reftrained  I 

» 

Fervent  fupplications  are  preCented  to  God«  that 
he  would  be  pleafed  to  interpofe  in  behalf  of  the 
miierable  pofterity  oflfrael. — Look  down  from  beaven^ 
thy  boly  and  glorious  babiiasion^  called  by  the  prophet 
Ezekiel,  *  the  place  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  *  ;*  by 
Jefus  Ghrift,  '  his  Fathei^'s  houfe  f ;'  and  by  th^ 
apofUe  of  tjie  Gentiles,  *  the  third  heaven  j;.*  '  From 
'  thence  the  Lord  looketh  down,  and  beholdetfa  all  the 
'  Tons  of  men  fj  There  the  anchor  of  our  hope  it 
fixed,  and  the  minds  of  the  faints  are  direAed  in  all 
their  prayers  and  praifes*  From  this  celeftial  reiidence 
Jehovah  is  entreated  to  look  down  on  his  degenerate 
people  in  pity  and  tender  compaifion,  as  he  looked 
m  mercy  on  their  fathers  of  old,  whein  groaning  un«i 
der  aflSidion  and  bondage,  and  he  came  down  to  de«» 
liver  them.  Behold  them  difperfed  and  diftrefled 
among  the  nations,  and  be  graciouUy  pleafed  to  come 
for  their  relief,  and  commaod  deliverance  for  Jacob, 
fo  (hall  they  (hew  forth  thy  praifes  to  all  generationsi 
— jn  all  our  addrefles  to  God,  who  dwelleth  on  high, 
let  us  remember  that  he  is  in  heaven  and  we  upon 
eartn,  and  therefore  Qi)r  words  ought  to  be  few  and 
well  ordered.  He  is  highly  exalted  ab^ve  all  in  re* 
fpe&  9f  dignity  and  glory,  he  poffbflEes  infinite  ability 
to  grant  our  requefts,  to  fupply  our  wants,  and  to'pu^ 
niih  our  prefumption.  I'his  confideration,  joined 
with  a^deep  iienie  of  our  iofignificance  and  upwoothi* 
nefs,  ought  to  cherifh  hui;niUty  and  lowlinefs  of  mind, 
efpedally  When  we  come  before  his  throne  with  our 
fupplications.  . 

H^ier4^  is  tby  zealP    Where  is  thy  intend  defire  of 
manifeftmg  fbe  glory  of  thy  gonfummate  excellen«» 

Vou  AVp  3  N  cieiv 

*  Chap.  18.  It*  f  J^ba  »▼.  a* 
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isies»  in  thy  merciful  difpeziiation^  toward  diy  once 
beloved  ipeoplc  ?,  Where  -ar^  now  the  proofs  of  that 
ardent  ftffeftion,  which  were  formerly  exhibited  by 
the  itfondcrls  thou  didft  work  for  advancing  their  fafe- 
ty  aiid  welGrc  ? — H%fre  is  thyfireng^,  Wliereby  thod 
(Jidft  fubdue  the  people  uiftler  thee,  deflated  their 
powerful  enemies,  and  Ihewedft  thyfelf  ftrong  in  fe- 
eutmg  tfafeir  inbefefts  in  ff^ie  of  all  oppp<£tion,  fo  ds  to 
acquire  a  glocious  n^vat^^Tbe  Jot^mtmg  tf  tbj  bowels. 
Xhe  ezprefliofi  hath  an  obvious  reftrehcc  t6'the  feni 
fation^  of  pity  aad  fyttipaihy,  which  gobd  people  feel 
for  tbofi  who  dre  iti  diftrt^fs;  Wheise  is  thy  tender 
affedion.  and  paternal  felkiladt  toward  thy  people 
in  affiididu),  which,  tlhou  didft' chooTe  (mx  tUne  tnhe^i'* 
tanoe,  and  that  thou  didft  ^dmit  into  ciov^hant  With 
thee.  Bjemember^  we  befeech  thee/.the  Itindnefs  of 
their  /outh,  the  wonders  thou  haft  wrought  in  their 
^half;  remember  Abraham  tby  fiiend,  imd  Ifrael 
thy  fervant,  and  extend  thy  <:0nifpaffi6ii  to  >their  po£. 
terkyin  forlorn  oirdumftances.'-^jcjsffc/ /i!^jr  ;sAii^rftri  t^ 
%iuird  mcy  which  have  bfeen  mal^y,  giMt,  and  (eafoh- 
able,  whereby  1  have  ioften'  been  relieved  JfrDni  th6 
tniferies  whexeih  I^ave  been  involved. — ^AreHbefre- 
firmed?^  Thoogh  thlsuplrelfflfinafoft)^  grace  and 
favour  imva  been  wkhMd,  thbu,  O  Lord/ art  the 
faqae;  tlly  z«al  is  A6t  ditt^fti^dj  thy*  cMifmpotence 
is  not  iropairbd  ;  i(by  ^ronipadiDns  are  ivdt  faihid ;  twio 
thy  juft  dilpdeafufe  alMi<^al|*fliul! Xi^^y  «^nder  tber- 
^ics.  *  Rtttorn,  we'  entrettt  t4i^e,  u  God*  of  Hofts; 
;  look  dowR^fiDin  heavea,  lltiti^  beheld  'and  vtfit^is 
^  vine,  SO&  the  Vineyard  WhKsli  th^^'Ti^  hiMd  )iath 
.rplantfcd*..V  y.'       .  ^t)N     i  u\\      • 

..:  ..  .     'i  •  •  ''<!  "'*«•  ' 

•  *6^  D6ubll«fs  tfcou  ttr}  bur  f^^;t1totigh 
AT>fihaml)(i'^*gnotaiit  df  iis^  aftdjff^el>ci 
kttowled'ge  m '  not;  thoii,  t)'  'tovL  rarity  a\?r 
^ather,  eur  J^fdocroer^  .thy  Mt^./^xfjpiw.mri 

u'jij     '  ;  .'i^J'the 

.r  .y'rx  n.ll|.  |fal-  "cxx.  l^g  i}^  ^   :0   • 
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TM  pFeoe^ng  i^qu^ft  \%  urged,  hjr  tfTafgumeni 
taken  from  the  intimaie  reiadans  wherein  thq  pciftQt 
rity  of  Ifrael  ftan4  19  the  Meifcd  God.  Moft  eer** 
taxolyv  fay  they,  thou  ^rt  our  father,  ^nd  we  are  th}p 
oif^phn^,^  to.wh^ip  tbqu  fa^  given  life,  add  bre^tli, 
and  ^11  ihipgs.  Thou  ^rt  our  fsither,  wiK>  Haft  adofi^lc^ 
ufl  ifitQ  tby  ^miiy,  apd  dignified  U3  with  thet  endear^ 
Uigchar^^er  ofchildreii,  having  ackpowledged,  '  I 

*  aiD  afather  to  IfraQl.fiQd ifrael  is  my  ftrft-born  * ;'  ftfMl 
again»  *  ye  are  the  children  of  the  Lord  your  God  fJ 
To  this  agrt;e  the  words  of  the  apoiUe  Paal,  Komi 
ix.  4.  where  he  a^rms,  that  *  to  Ifrael  pertaioetfa  the 

*  adoptioa/  wjherehy  they  were  inftaied  io  all  the 
relation^,  riights^  and  porivileges,  of  chUdreo  born  in 
the  family.  Far  from  being  auiiable,  and  pbfieffing 
leal  wof th  and  isierit,  they  were  foolifli,  pervserfe,  and 
difpbedieut  j  confeguently,  the  honour  and  the  im** 
muBitlies  tp  whiQh  they  were  admitted, .  proceeded 
Uom  the  ft>vef eign  mercy  and  grace,  of  Jehonrah. 

Tb^i^b  jdkrab(VB  be  yyiorani  of  us.  The  names  of 
oaly.two  of  the  renowned  patriarcha  are  meDtionedi 
namely  ,^of.  Abraham  t^  friend  of  God,  and  of  ifrael^ 
who  as  a  priaee.  bad  power  with  God  and  prevailedi 
Ka^c,  who  wa9  tiie  father  of  £fau  as  well  as  of  jaeob^ 
beifig  omitted.  Thofe  who  are  named,  may  be  coa<t 
fidefed  as  including  the  other  celebrated  progenitors 
of  the  JewHh  nation.  Concerning  them  it  is  fap4 
pofed,  thpt.they  are  ignorant  of  their  pofterity ;  that 
they  acknowledge  them  not.  1  fliall  not  enter  imd 
the  controverfy,  whether  or  not  the  faints  in.paradife 
are  aqquaioted  with  the  (late  of  the  Church  on  earthi 
a  fubjed  which  requires  too  much  lime. for  me  at 
furefent  todifcufs.  i  only,  remark,  that  the  inter-* 
courfe  between  heaven  and  earth  is  intimate  and 
conilant ;  that  in  the  celeitial  world,  that  which  is  in 
paf  t  i^  doo:ie  away, .  and  that  which  is  perfed  is  com% 
menced ;  and  the  fpirits  of  juft  men,  being  made  pet* 
edl,  koQw  even  as  they  are  known.  1  prefume  not, 
however,  to  fay  how  far  the  knowledge  of  the  hea«* 
vcnly  inhabitants  extends.    I'he  expreifion  before  us 

fccms 
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feems  to  iignify  no  inore»  than  that  the  patriaxcfas 
mentioned  did  not  poflefs,  in  the  feparate  ftate,  fuch 
acquaintance  with  the  condition  of  their  pofteritj  as 
they  experienced  when  they  were  here  on  earth*^ 
That  Abraham  and  Ifrad,  with  their  ancellors  of  the 
greateft  celebrity,  did  not  know  their  degenerate 
children,  who  were  addrefling  God  from  the  depths 
of  their  di(lre&,  by  tefemblance  to  them  in  temper 
and  pradice,  nor  did  they,  feel  for  their  defcendants 
the  fame  paternal  affedion  and  folicitude  that  they 
bad  for  them  when  in  this  worid. — Convinced,  then, 
of  the  vanity  of  all  human  help,  and  difclaiming  de« 
pendence  on  ourfelves,  let  us,  after  the  example  beie 
recorded,  have  recourfe  to  our  Father  in  heaven,  and 
eameftly  implore  bis  grac!oas  aid,  who  encourages  ^is 
to  prefer  before  him  our  requefts^  with  the  pleafing 
expedlation  that  be  will  anfwer  our  prayers. 

Ttetf ,  0  I/^rd^  art  our  Father^  &c.  The 
whofe  prayer  is  before  us,  claim  connexion  with  /< 
hovah  as  their  parent  and  redeemer,  and  exprefs  en- 
tire dependence  on  him  for  falvation.  Renoundng 
all  conndence  in  the  merits  of  our  progenitors,  who 
were  dear  in  thy  fight,  and  all  reliance  on  our  own 
performances,  we  entreat  that  thou  who  art  merdfiil 
and  gracious,  for  the  fake  of  the  great  Meffiah,  w3t 
refcue^us  from  the  calamitous  ftate,  in  which  for  long 
time  we  have  continued — We  beg,  that  by  kind  in- 
terpofition  in  our  behalf,  thou  wilt  manifeft  thyfelf  to 
be  our  father  and  redeemer,  in  the  bigheft  and  mofl 
important  fenfe  of  the  v90Tds.-^Tby  ruime  u  from  ever-- 
lafiwg.  Xhy  glorbus  excellencies  are  eternal  and 
immutable,  like  thy  felf,  and  from  the  beginning 
they  have  been  difpl<iyed  in  behalf  of  thy  peculiar 
people*  We  thereiore  trufi,  that  they  Ihall  fisrther 
be  exerted  in  our  favour  in  fubfequent  generations.— 
If  God  be  your  father,  my  friends,  you  will  honour, 
love,  ^nd  obey  him ;  and  you  will  enjoy  comfortable 
accefs  to  him  under  this  endearing  relation,  who  per- 
fectly knows  what  things  you  have  need  of,  and  who 
is  able-  to  do  for  you  beyond  what  you  can  afk  or 

think. 
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thiok.    Yo:u  are  brethren  to  his  only  begotten  Son ; 

*  for,  (faith  he)  whoToever  (hall  do  the  will  of  my 

*  Father,  who  is  in  heaven,  the  fame  is  my  brother  and 

*  fitter  ♦.' 

17*  IT  O  Lord,  why  hall  thou  made  us  to 
err  from  thy  ways  ?  and  hardened  our  heart 
from  thy  fear?  Return  for  thy  fervants  fake, 
the  tribes  of  thine  ixxheritance. 

Supplication  for  mercy  is  urged  by  another  argu* 
ment,  taken  from  the  awful  fpiritual  judgments, 
which  the  Jewifli  nation  hath  long  fuftained.  The 
converts  from  among  the  people  candidly  own,  that 
they  had  long  perfifted  in  a  grievous  error,  and  that 
their  hearts  had  been  hardened  through  the  deceit* 
fulnefs  of  fin,  whereby  they  were  alienated  from  the 
fear  of  God.  By  the  ways  of  God,  from  which  they 
had  erred,  may  be  meant  either  his  ways  towaid 
them,  or  their  condud  toward  him.  The  acknow^ 
ledgment  may  include  both  fenfes.  They  had  devi- 
ated from  God's  ways  in  principle  and  in  pradice. 
They  had  mifinterpreted,  becaufe  they  did  not  un- 
derftand,  the  difpenfations  of  his  providence  and 
grace ;  they  had  formed  wrong  and  perveHe  fenti- 
nients  refpeding  facred  truths,  and  the  falvation  of 
finners  by  the  Meffiah.  They  had  alfo  fallen  into 
egregious  miftakes  with  regard  to  the  precepts  of 
the  Divine  law,  made  known  for  the  obedience  of 
faith.  Of  thefe  right  ways  of  the  Lord,  they  had  re- 
tained injurious  apprehenlions,  from  them  they  had 
widely  departed,  and  had  greatly  violated  them  as 
the  rule  of  judgment  and  action. 

u^  hardened  our  heart  from  thy  fear.  The  fear 
of  God  is  fometimes  ufed  in  Scripture  in  a  more  limit- 
ed, and  fometimes  in  a  more  extenfive  fenfe.  It  may 
here  denote  that  holy,  reverential  awe  of  the  infinite 
majefty  of  God^  which  arifes  from  jufl  apprehenfions 

of 
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of  hts  fa|>retne  excellence  dfid  fbv^reigti  4o^ini«m ;  tf 
deep  fenfe  of  human  depravkf  and  guiK ;  and  of  out 
ifltM^ti&t\B  to  yield  &>  bitri  the  boin^gtf  a«ii^'obe£ence 
he  juftly  demands.  This  gracious  difpofition,  wbfeh 
God  puts  into  the  hearts  of  his  people,  forms  an 
cflential  ingredient  in  tbef  chaca<%tr  of  the  feryants 
of  the  Moft  High;  and  in  Scripture  it  Ibmctime^ 
expreiles  the  whole  of  true  godliucfs^  cemprifing  all 
thofe  dutiful  regards  due 'to  God. -^Ffo'm  this  fear, 
the  perfons  engaged  in  prayer  compfeftr,  that  their  fccart 
was  hardened.  Through  ignorance  of  Divine  truths, 
iqeffduliiyt  fooiiih  prefudiccs,  peirverfis  difpofitkins, 
and  carnal  aSet^ions^  thetr  hearts  had  bocoone  fo  ob» 
d«lftte,  that  they^  refilted  the  meana  eihpbyed  to 
make  falutaiy  impreffiona  on  their  minds.  The  com* 
mandtv  the  promifes,  the  pre£6ltQns»  and  threatenkigs 
vhiefe  ou^t  to  have  romied  them  into  a  proper 
teinper,  produced  do  bettet  ttkOi  than  to, render  them 
mare  ttifenfible,  and  more  iniexibIe.'»Th^  (e^pofttK> 
fete  with  God  Why  he  had  made  them  to  erF,  and 
hardened  their  hearts.  The  infliAing  thefe  awfcd 
judgmeo'fs  thty  afcribe  to  the  Lord  God^  who,  tn  the 
iacfed  oracka^  is  faid  to  do  what  he  doei  not  hinder 
fiiam  being  done  by  others*  A  ftriking  inftaiice  of  the 
(ruth  of  this  remark  oecui^  £ziek.  jdv.  9.  wbece  God 
iarth,  *  if  the  prophet  be  deceived  v^hen  he  bath 
*  fpcken  any  thing,  I  the  Lord  bave  deceived  that 
^  prophet.'  I  fuppofe  the  expreffion  intimates,  i  bars 
net  .preferved  him  from  being  deluded,^  but  bave 
aUowed  him  to  folbw  .tlie  imaginations  of  bid  own 
heart »  whereby  he  hath  been  led  aftcay.  la  Hka 
manner,  the  words  before  us  may  import,  that  God 
had  permitted  the  Jewi(h  people,  as  the  jnft  ponilh* 
nient  of  their  tranfgrffions,  to  follow  the  devices  of 
their  oVuTn  eytl  hearts;  that  he  allowed  tbe  god  of  this 
world  to  impofe  upon  them,  and  tbat  he  withheld 
from  them  the  forfeited  fupplies  of  his  grace  ;  in  coo* 
fequence  whereof  they  rcfifted  the  truths  of  God; 
they .  perverted  his  ways,  and  remained  deftitttte  of 
filial  reverence  for  his  authority.      The    penitent 

among 
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Miong  thpffifWlio  had  obferved  and&k  ttftSt  Dfvine 
judgmeots,  'eoqnire  why  the  Lord  God,  marcfififil  and 
gradotas^  had  fufiered  tbesn  to  contiiuie  fo  lohg  m 
error  and.  obduvacy.    The  atrocrty  of  the  crimes  they 
had  committed,   the  r^iicedurnefs  and  faithful»e6 
of  Jdbo<eah  in  accomplihing  Jais  pt^iAions,  may  be 
Rffigned,  kvoonnedion  with  otb^  things,a6  the  ^^on& 
of  this  awful  diipcnliition;.    *         ■ 
I    Rst^n far iby jhrvofas fidtej'^xi.  After haring lon|; 
jTufliain^dirCMny'giieTOus  calacmties,  as  the  juil  punifhr 
knetit  bftfaeir  fins;  they  implbre  that  the  Lofd  Gkxl  of 
iAbr$bafni  ifaac,  and  Jacob,  wouM,  in  ^reat  rhercy^ 
)»eftow  upon .  them  reneired  ^rt)of$  of  his  favour  and 
Igving45in(liiiic6.  They  eameftly  entreat  that  ^he  would 
i-etum  from  his  fierce  anger,  which  hat>h  beef)  iong 
IciDfUed  againfl  thorny  that  he  would   reftmiA  th^ 
-lierrihte  iadgments  they<faav)e  fuffered  for^lige^paft- 
.(hat  i)e  wouhl  vifil'.them  wkh  bis  f^eet  me^ies,  and 
^ij^verfe  their  deplorable ;  coadiudA.^-»)fi  efFed,  they 
^l^d  in  the  wotaliB^Qf-Mofe8,Deat  K«xii;  36.    *  llie 
*;  Lord  ihaU  judge  his  people,  and  repent  "himfeif  for 
>  h^^  Servants,  w^n  he  &c^  ithrat  their  power  is  gone, 
/  apd  nom^  .ihiit  up  ot  lefti'~Fdr  >thy  fervants  fedte, 
whom  i\\w  Jiaft  fet  apaco  for  thyfelf,  that  they  may 
ierve  tfaiee  in  holinefs  and  dghteodiieft,  %ecaule  <yf 
tb^  inteteft  io  thmn.  and  their  fubjediori  to  thee.-— > 
3'iHp  tribfi  ^{f,tbifie  inbentanc€^  the  pofterity  of  ftie 
twelve  families^  info  wfaich.the  childven  ef  Krael  were 
divided.     We^eotteat  tJnatitheir  deiceadan^s  may  re- 
joice and  r^  fieiicitatedwkh^bebtefibd  fruits  arHing 
(€om  4;h&ir.<eaiijy^  appropriation  (o  thy  iervice,  and  then: 
^ftipaticm  tP  .p^£)  ^c  benefits  promifed  to  their 
Jiiathers,  who  ^re  boosoured  ivkh  the  defignatiotis  of 
f  by  hquta^i  tJ^pctrtion,  and  tiliy  pecui^iiir <treafnre. 


•I*.  "^Tijfr Jicople  pf't'by hoUnefs liay^r poflefl^4 
ilf^T^Xit  a  Ijittk' wl^^     :Ol^^adv(5ri2^ri^hftVJetrod-  • 
^^ii  *down  tjliy -{aq^  ^    ,     . 
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Gtacioos  audience  and  anfwer  to  the  requefts  pce- 
fented  to  God  is  entreated,  by  the  confideration  of  the 
ihort  fpace  they  had  poflefled  the  land  appointed  to 
be  their  inheritance.    The  pofterity  of  Ahiaham, 
who  were  confecrated  to  the  fervice  of  Jehovah,  and 
denominated  a  holy  nation,  are  doubtlefe  the  people 
here  intended.    They  held  the  pofleffion  of  Canaan 
but  for  a  little  while,  in  companion  of  the  long  time 
they  have  been  exiled  from  that  country.    Though 
Joihua,  the  fon  of  Nun,  cooduded  them  thither, 
exterminated  many  of  the  inhabitants,  and  dinded 
by  lot  that  good  land  among  the  tribes  of  iirael,  yet 
they  did  not  enjoy  it  undifturbed  until  the  reign  of 
David  their  king.     Urider  his  goverment,  they  fub- 
dued  all  the  nations  from  the  river  of  Egypt  unto  the 
great  river  Euphrates,  and  conquered  aU  that  exten* 
live  regipn.     Not  long  after  Solomon,  the  Son  of 
Davidi  iqounted  the  throne  of  Ifrael,  troubles  began 
to  arife,  an5l  in  a  little  time  the  Lord  cut  them  (hort, 
and  fent  into  captivity  thofe  who  inhabited  the  land 
lituate4 beyond  Jordan/.  Afterward^  liglath Pilezer 
fubdued  thofe  that  dwel^  in  the  northern  parts  of  the 
*  land  and  carried  them  captive  to  Afiyriaf/    la  a 
ihort  tirpe  the.  kingdom  of  Judah  was  vanquiftied, 
and  great  numbers  were  carried  captives  to  Baby* 
Ion,  from  whence  many  of  them  never  returned. 
Fibm  q1\  which  ctrcumftances  »the  truth  and  jufijce 
.of  what  is  here  faid  plainly  a ppearSv 
.   ^  Our  adverfarits  have  trodden  dawn  thy  SanSbuuj. 
The  faoduary  may  either  denote  the  temple  built  on 
mount  Zion,  to  the  honour  of  Jehovah,  which  hath 
this  defignation  given  to  it,  a  Chron.  xitiz.  8j— Or 
ip.may  fignify  the  land  )of  Canaan  at  large,  Which 
bears  this  name  in  the  ibng  of  triumph,  recorded 
Exod.  XV.  17.     In  both  fenfes,  what  is  here  affirmed 
is  certain.     Ihofe  who.  were  advedfe  to  the  peace 
and   proTperity  of  the  pofterity  of  IfraeJ,  have  not 
oiily  dedroyed  and  buried  in  ruins  the  &cred  edi- 
fice, ereded  for  the  wotfliip  of  the  Xiord  God  at 

Jeru&leaii 
^  z  Kiogs  X.  33U  fa  Kiop  ^.  29. 
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Jerafalem,  Init  they  have  dehafed  the  ordinances  tn^ 
fiituted  among  them;  and  redticed  themfetyes  to  great 
mifery  and  contempt,  pollating,  by  idolatcy  aad  wick^ 
edne&,  the  kind  promifed  to  their  fathers.  Hence 
the  moaroful  complaint  of  the  afflided  Church,  when 
bewailing  the  alienation  of  their  inheritance,  the  pro^ 
fanation  of  God's  fanAuary,  and  the  defolation  of  the 
belored  city.  *  Tbey  have  caft  fire  into  thy  faoAa- 
'  ary,  they  have  deiUed  the  dweUing-plaice  of  thy 

*  name,  c^ing  it  to  the  ground.' — ^^  When  we  repre* 
'  fent  in  our  prayers^  (faith  the  pious  Dr  Horne^ 

*  commenting  on  Pfal.  Ixxix.  i.)  the  fuQerings  and 
'  humiliation  of  the  Church,  we  take  an  ^^Ivtal 
'  method  of  wakening  the  compafiipn,  and  recalling 
'  the  fayour  of  heaven.    £very  redeemed  (bul  is  the 

*  inheritance,  the  temple,  and  the  city  of  God. 
'  When  fin  enters  and  takes  pofleffion,  the  inherit* 

*  ance  is  alienated^  the  temple  defiled,  the  city  defo« 
•lated.* 

19.  Wc.  are  tbint^  thou  never  bareft  rulo 
over  them,  they  were  not  called  by  thy  name* 

The  diftinguifhing  privileges  wherewith  the  child* 
ten  of  Ifrael  had  been  favoured,  are  adduced  as  an- 
other argument,  whereby  they  entreat  that  God 
would  regard  their  fupplications.  We  are  thine,  O 
Lord,  not  only  by  creation,  but  by  redemptbn  ;  thou 
gaveft  men  for  us,  and  people  for  our  lire.  We  are 
thine  alfo  by  profeffion,  having  folemnly  avouched 
thee  to  be  our  God,  and  devoted  ourfelves  to  thy  fer- 
vice.  We  are  therefore  encouraged  to  fupplicate, 
that  thou  wilt  in  mercy  regard  our  prayers,  and  refcue 
us  from  the  deplorable  circumftances  wherein  we 
have  long  remamed.-- 7i&M  never  harejl  rule  mer 
tbem.  Thou  haft  not  exercifed  that  paternal  author 
rity  over  other  nations,  nor  afforded  them  that  kind 
protedtion  which  we  have  experienced  in  times  paft. 
Or  the  words  may  intimate,  We  are  become  as  thofe 

Voiu.  iV.  3  O  over 
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over  wbem  tluHi  never  didft  bear  nde,  being 
lierfed,  negkde4>  and  defpUed.-— 72^  were  fui  caOei 
by  ify  name.  The '  defcendants  of  Abraham  aod 
>,  under  the  former  oeconomVl  Wne  hooduitd 
the  appellations  of  the  people,  the  fervants,  and 
Iren  of  God*  and  by  thefe  defignations  they  were 
4iftihgttilhed  from  aU  the  natiras  of  the  earth.  The 
expreffioci  may  alfo  import,  that  as  God's  name  vras 
ftot  catted  upon  them,  fo  they  called  ndt  on  his  nme, 
but  lived  without  htm  hi  the  world*  We  therefore 
look  up  to  thee,  (fey  they)  for  that  relief  and  dehver- 
aoee  which  thou  haft'  taught  thy  people  to  expe6^ 
and*  that  we  hope  diou  will  in  mercy  beftow* — ^The 
intimate  rekdon  ful^fttng  between  God  and  his  pe- 
culiar people,  fuggefts  ftrong  encouragement  in  their 
fepplications  at  the  throne  of  grace*  The  Lord  God 
is  more  ready  to  give  good  things  to  them  that  a/k 
bim  than  eatthly  parents  are  to  give  to  their  diildrai. 
The;^  may  b^  poor,  niggardly,  or  ha(d-hCarted; 
whereas  the  treafures  of  our  heavenly  Father  are  in* 
^hauftible,  his  liberality  is  unboun^dt  and  his  cenw 
paffiops  never  &fl;  We  are  thine«  we  are  called  by 
thy  name,  and  we  call  upon  thy  name,  eameftly  le- 
quefting  that  wc  may  be  feved.  according  to  &j. 
Word,  to  the  praiTe  of  thy  glory, 


fREW: 
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Preliminary  observations. 


• 


THD  fiortion  of  our  {ixopliet^s  fifth  difcoyrfii, 
which  Is  now  to  he  confideredi  exhibits,  iii 
ftroQg  colours,  the  pecidiar  care  of  Bivine  i)rovideuce9 
nidnuefted  toward  great  i)art  of  the  Jewi(h  natioiv 
f*enrent  fupplications  are  prefented  to  Jehovah,  that 
he  would  appear  glorioufly  for  their  ialvation,  and 
gratify  the  expedations  of  mercy  and  favour,  which 
they  were  taught  to  cherifti  under  the  hew  ceconooa^ 

of  grace,  ver.  i — ^4. -They  next  proceed  to  viDdi- 

cate  the  ways  of  God,  to  acknowledge  their  fins  ana 
miferies ;  and,  renouncing  dependence  on  thetnfelvei^ 
they  take  encouragement  from  the  coatetnplation  of 
the  Divine  goodnefi,  vet.  5— *-7.''- — After  which  they 
deprecate  the  wrath  of  God,  whereof  th^y  had  felt 
the  dreadful  eSe<^s,  humbly  imploring  his  tender 
compaffion  may  be  ektended  toward  them,  ver.  8, 9, 
■The  chapter  concludes  with  a  forrowful  lamen- 
tation, and  complaint  of  the  calamities  they  had 
long  fuftained,  which  are  followed  with  an  eameft 
entreaty,  that  God  would  extricate  them  from  their 
afflidions,  ver. 


V  * 
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CHAP.    LXIV. 

OH  that  thou  wouldft  rent  the  heavens,  that 
thou  wouldft  come  down,  that  the  moun* 
tains  might  flow  down  at  thy  prefence* 

In  the  requefts  which  are  here  prefented  to  God^ 
lie  is  confidered  as  a  great  and  powerfiil  monarch,  re- 
ading amid  inefjfable  fplendor  and  glory,  having  the 
heavens  for  his  throne,  from  whence  be  is  entreated 
to  defcend,  that  he  may  illullrioufly  difplay  his  Dt* 
vine  excellencies  in  the  falvation  of  his  people.  In 
other  places  of  Scripture  he  is  addrefled  in  fimilar 
figurative  language*,  taken  from  the  memorable 
condefcending  exertions  of  his  power  and  providence, 
manifefted  when  be  delivered  his  people  finom  bon- 
dage in  Egypt,  and  pubFiflied  h|^s  law  from  mount 
Sinai«  Thefe  anions,  which  pofleis  a  confpicuous 
blace  in  the  hiltory  of  the  Hebrews,  were  accounted 
fey  them  the  moft  fplendid  and  magnificent  exhibit 
tions  of  grace  and^  omnipotence,  and  to  them  there- 
fore they  frequently  allude.  Indeed,  the, imagery 
borrowed  from  thefe  illudrious  events  is  fo  grand  and 
fublime,  that  the  human  mind  cannot  conceive  any 
thing  more  noble  and  dignified.  In  reference,  then, 
to  thefe  wonderful  appearances  of  Jehovah,  he  is  re- 
quefted  to  infliA  righteous  judgment  on  the  enemies 
of  his  people,  and  to  appear  in  his  glory  for  their  de- 
liverance. The  prayer,  didlated  in  allufion  to  the 
tremendous  fcene  exhibited  on  mount  Sinai,  expreffes 
intenfe  defires,  that  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  would 
manifeft  his  gracious  prefence  among  them,  and  dis- 
play his  Divine  pertedions  in  their  favour — That  be 
would  dembnftrate  his  power  and  glory,  by  fuch  pro- 
vidential difpenlations  as  might  furmount  every  ob- 
ftacle  that  lay  in  the  way  of  their  falvation,  and  af- 
ford them  vifible  proofs  of  his  gracious  regard. 

fba 
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That  the  mmiiains  might  flow,  &c.  At  the  awful 
folemnity  to  which  this  addrefs  alludes,  the  earth 
trembled,  the  hills  melted  like  wax,  the  heavens 
were  covered  with  blacknefs,  the  lightnings  flafiied, 
the  thunders  roared,  and  the  more  dreadful  voice  of 
the  Lord  God  was  heard.  To  this  memorable  appearance 
of  the  Divine  Majefty,  the  infpired  writers  refer  in 
divers  places  of  the  Old  Teftament.  Inftances  oc* 
cur*,  where  the  hills  are  faid  to  have  melted  as  wax 
at  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  of  the  whole  earth.  Our 
prophet,  forefeeing  the  very  calamitous  ftate.  to  which 
the  poftettty  of  Ifrael  were  to  be  reduced,  entreats,  in 
their  name,  that  the  Almighty  would  manifeft  his 
lavour  toward  them,  by  fimilar  wonderful  interpofi* 
tions  of  his  providence  to  thofe  exhibited  of  old  at 
Sinai— That  thereby  the  greateft  obftrudions,  and 
the  moil  formidable  oppofition,  arifing  either  from  in- 
ternal or  external  cauies,  to  their  reftoration,  might 
be  removed,  and  clear  demonftration  given  that  Je- 
hovah is  their  friend  and  prote<^or. 

2.  As  when  the  melting  fire  burnetii,  the  fire 
caufeth  the  waters  to  boil,  to  make  thy  name 
known  to  thine  adverlaries,  that  the  nations 
may  tremble  at  thy  prefence. 

The  efitdis  of'  the  requeued  gracious  interpofition^ 
ef  Jehovah  are  illuftrated  by  a  well-known  fimilitude. 
A  firong  fire,kindled  for  melting  of  metals  by  its  vebe* 
ment  heat,  that  they  may  be  feparated  from  the  drofs 
with  which  they  are  intermixed,  and  formed  into  a  new 
ihape,  or  for  making  the  waters  placed  over  it  to  boil, 
and  to  excite  in  them  a  great  commotion,  yields  an  in- 
ftrudive  emblem  of  the  benefits  requefted  from  God. 
As  a  great  fire,  by  its  intenfe  heat,  foftens  and  liqui- 
fies the  metals  thrown  into  it,  purifies  thrm  from 
refufe,  and  renders  them  eafy  to  be  formed  into  any 
ooould — as  the  heat  of  the  fire  caufes  a  cpnfiderable 

agitation 
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s^tatbn  ill  the  Waters  fet  orec  it^  we  entrest,  O  Lord^ 
t^  thoiH  by  thy  providence  and  grace,  wilt  ib  foften^ 
pwify^  and  bring  us  into  conformity  to  thy  hdy 
wUl»  that  .thou  wilt  raife  among  our  enenues  fuch 
commotio^,  as  may  alter  their  difpofitions  toward  na^ 
and  open  the  way  for  vmdicating   us  frosa  their 
power  and  iniIaence.*-*«7o  make  tby  nmme  kaawn^  £cc. 
The  fuppKcants  here  fpecify  fome  important  ends 
that  naight  be  attained  by  the  anfwer  of  their  prs^n* 
namely,  that  die  glohoos  attributes  of  Jehovah  would 
be  thereby  illuftrioufly  manifefted.   By  this  argument 
the  Qhmrch  frequently  urges  gracious  audience  and 
anfwerto  tbek  fuppUcaxioos^  as  in  Pialm  cxliii  ii. 
and  in  J^r*  x.  21^-^Tluft  the  naiions  may  irembk  at 
Ayprefince^    That  thofe  who  have  been  adverfe  te 
our  interefts,  and  afted  toward  us  in  a  crud  oppreifive 
manner,  may  be  conilrained  to  acknowledge  that 
God  ifi  with  us  of  a  truth,  and  be  fidled  with  awe  and 
dread  on  beholding  the  remarkable  di^ilays  of  bis 
adorable  providence,  in  his  marvellous  grace  •  toit^nl 
US,  and  his  juft  difpleafure  at  our  enemies — ^That,  id 
coAfequence  thereof,  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  may 
£ng  forth  the  honour  of  his  name,  and  make  his  praife 
glorious^  who  is  terrible  in  his  works,  and  through 
the  greatnefs  of  m^oTe  power  lus  enemies  fhatt  fubmit 
themfelves  *. 

3.  When  thou  didft  terrible  things  ^bkb  we 
looked  not  for,  thou  camcft  down,  the  moun-^ 
tains  flowed  down  at  thy  prefence. 

Thefe  words  obvioufiy  refer  to  the  fame  tremen* 
dous  exhibition  of  the  glorious  majefty  ol^  God,  to 
which  there  is  allufion  in  the  preceding  verfes.  He 
wrought  wonders  in  the  fields  ofZoan,  andinflided 
on  the  Egyptians  thoft  dreadful  plagues,  whereby  be 
panilhed  them^  and  wrought  aftonifliing  deliverance 
ior  his  people  Ifrael.    He  divided  the  fea,  and  open^ 

ed 
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ed  (or  them  t  fafe  paffiige  into  the  land  promifed  to 
their  fethers^  whilft  he  overthrew  Pharaoh  and  all 
his  bdls  in  the  great  deep.  He  afterward  defoended 
on  mount  Sinai,  from  whenoe  he  promulgated  his  law 
with  aoguft  pomp  and  grandeur,  fo  that  the  moan- 
taina  are  faid  to  have  flowed  down  at  his  prefenoe. 
Thefe  memorable  erents,  with  the  many  onespeded 
deliverances  lie  wrought  for  them,  ate  recelledted,  in 
order  to  ftrengthen  faith  and  hope  in  the  mercy  and 
omnipotence  of  Jehovah,  who  was  entreated  to  esert 
himfelf  again  as  in  days  of  old. 

4*  For  fincc  the  beginning  of  the  world,  mm 
have  not  heard,  nor  perceived  by  the  ear, 
neither  hath  the  eye  feen,  O  God,  befides 
thee,  what  he  hath  prepared  for  him  that  wait-? 
€th  for  him, 

• 

Gracious  regard  to  the  prayer  here  prefented 
to  God,  is  urged  by  another  argument,  taken  fioni 
the  futmse  more  glorkms  manifeftations  of  Divine 
grace  and  power  eKpe Aed  to  be  enjoyed.  The  fup* 
plicaots  tj;jpft&  their  perfuafion,'that  JehoKah  woald 
do  for  them  tUngs  greater  and  more  illuftrions  thaa 
be  had  ever  perfisnnied  in  times  paft ;  and  that  he 
would  make  known  to  them  the  ialvation  acoompliih- 
ed  by  the  Meifiah,  wherein  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is 
revealed.  The  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  in  his  &A 
letter  to  theCbmnch  of  God  at  Corinth,  cites  Uie  words 
before  us,  with  Ibme  variation^  to  (hew  the  fiiperior 
excellence  of  the  myfterious  wifdom  manifeft  in  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift,  (which  proceeds  diredUy  firom  God, 
and  is  ordained  to  the  glory  of  the  faints}  .above  the 
wifidoin  of  this  workL^^^And  that  the  wimom,  which 
cometh  from  alxMre,  far  furpa&s  human  abiliiy  tp 
devife  and  und«ftand  it  aright,  unleTsieveakd  by  the 
SpiritofGod.-^jr(^j/&f^^^ 

God  created  all  things  by  the  Word  of  his  power,  and 
Ibrmed  mn  upon  thefiigeof  thee9rth|juinop^dod,and 
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in  no  portion  of  this  globe,  have  men  heard,  perceived, 
or  feen  the  glorious  things  wliKrh  God  hath  in  referve 
for  his  peculiar  people.  They  could  never  have  been 
difcovered,  and  conimunicated  to  mankind  by  means 
of  their  external  fenfes^  nor  could  they  have  been  con- 
trived and  difclofed,  as  the  apoftle  Paul  declares,  hj 
their  intelledlual  powers.  The  utmoft  effi>rts  of  hu- 
man genius  are  incapable  of  finding  out  and  repre* 
fenting  the  preparations  of  infinite  wifdom  and  love, 
toconfummate  the  felicity  pfGod*s  fervants;  nor  when 
revealed  can  they  fpiritually  underftaod  them  as  they 
ought,  until  God  is  pleafed  to  give  them  eyes  to  fee, 
ears  to  hear,  and  hearts  to  underftand.  The  words 
under  confideration  plainly  intimate,  that  the  eternal 
God  hath  laid  up  in  his  counfels  and  covenant,  in  his 
predidions  and  promifes,  thofe  precious  bleilings 
which  have  never  been  fully  known,  and  far  tranicend 
our  conceptions.  The  manifellation  of  the  Son  of 
God  in  the  fiefli,  his  profound  humiliation,  his  painful, 
Ignominous  death  for  tranfgreffiohs  he  never  com- 
mitted} his  triumphant  refurredion  from  the  dead,  his 
glorious  afcenfion  into  heaven,  the  operatioiis  and 
graces  of  his  Spirit,  the  gathering  in  of  the  Jews,  with 
the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles,  the  prefervation  of  the 
Church  amid  virulent  oppofition  and  perfecution,  and 
the  invifible  glories  of  the  future  ftate.««-Thefe  tUngs, 
and  fuch  as  thefe,  neither  fenfe,  nor  reafbn,  nor  im- 
agination could  have  fu^efted ;  and  the  do£krines» 
wherein  thefe  fubliroe  topics  are  difdofed,  are  but 
imperfedly  comprehended  in  thb  prefent  ftate«  The 
moft  inquifitive  people  after  knowledge,  in  times  the 
moil  devoted  to  refearch,  never  attained  complete 
acquaintance  with  them. 

0  God^  befidestbee,  &c.  There  is  none  that  perfedly 
knows,  befide  thee,  the  ineftimable  benefits  and  gb- 
riotts  privileges  which  thou  haft  made  ready,  and  will 
confer  on  him  that  waiteth  for  thee — ^Who,  in  the 
exercife  of  intenfe  defire  of  enjoying  thy  prefence 
and  blelfing,  of  pleafing  expedation,  of  the  fulfilment 
of  thy  promifes,  of  cordial  fubmiffion  to  tby  hdy  will* 
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of  perfevering  fortitude  in  furmounting  every  diffi* 
culty  that  lies  irt  the  way  of  attaining  thy  falvation^ 
in  the  ufe  of  appointed  means,  diligently  endeavour 
to  attend  to  all  the  intimations  which  thou  givefl:  of 
thy  good  pleafure.  He  who  thus  patiently  waits  ort 
God,  may  bcafiared  that  there  (hall  be  an  end,  and 
that  hit  expectation  (hall  not  be  cut  o&  From  this 
circumftance  the  fupplicants  derive  encouragement 
in  their  prayers,  hoping  that  God  would  do  ftill 
greater  things  for  them  than  he  had  done  for  their 
anceftors»  by  revealing  more  clearly  to  them  his  great 
falvation.— .How  powerful  the  motive  I— .My  foul, 
wait  thou  only  upon  God,  for  my  expedtation  is  from* 
him.  Wait  fcAr  the  Lord  more  than  they  that  watch 
for  the  morning.  Let  Ifraei  hope  in  the  Lord,  for 
with  the  Lord  there  is  mercy,  and  with  him  is  plen« 
teous  redemption*  ^  Let  the  animating  truth  we 
have  been  coniideririg  not  only  command  your  atten- 
tion,  but  excite  your  admiration,  accompanied  witti 
humUe  patient  waking  for  Ood, 

5.  Thou  meeteft  hina  that  rejoiceth,  and 
worketh  righteoufnefs,  tbo/e  that  remember 
thee  in  thy  ways :  behold,  thou  art  wroth,  for 
we  have  unned :  in  thofe  is  Qcuuinuaiicef  and 
ve  fliaU  be  faved. 

The  fuppficantt  applaud  the  Divine  condudk  to* 
ward  the  righteous,  wbilit  they  hombfy-  confefs  their 
own  unworthinefs.  They  acknowkdge,  that  the  ca«^ 
lamities  with  which  they  had  been  vifitcd.  were  to  ba 
afcribed  not  to  the  fererity  of  God,  but  to  their  own 
perverfity  and  iniquity.  The  interview  here  intend- 
ed,  IS  not  that  which  is  merely  occaiional  and  tran* 
iient,  as  one  may  meet  a  foe  or  a  friend,  and  imme- 
diately pafs  on,  neither  receiving  hurt  or  benefit  from, 
what  has  happened.  The  expreffion  feems  to  allude 
to  what  is  recorded  £xod.  'xxxxl  42,  43.  where. tha 
Lord'promifed  to  meet  with  the  children  of  Ifrael, 

Vol.  IV.  3^F  and 
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and  to  fpeak  unto  them  l^t  the  door  of  the  tabernacle 
of  the  congregation.  He  gracksofly  condefcends  to 
.  meet  with  the  perfons  who  are  here  defcribed^'  to  te& 
tify  his  friendfbip,  and  to  manifeft  hinvfelf  to  them; 
to  admit  them  into  fellowfhip  with  him^  and  to  con- 
verfe  with  them;  to  impart  to  them  the  knowledge  of 
his  will  and  of  his  glory ;  to  hear  their  requefts,  to  con* 
fer  dn  them  the  pledges  of  his  love  ;  and  to  refrefli 
them  with  renewed  communications  of  wifdoiD, 
flrength,  and  confolation.  How  kind  and  beneficent 
the  defign^  of  God,  when  he  meeteth  him 

Tba$  refoicetb,  &c.  not  with  th^  joy  of  the  hypo- 
crite,  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  and  terminates  on 
a  thing  of  nought,- but  with  that  fublime  joy  which  is 
experienced  in  the  paths  of  God*s  commandments, 
and  in  the  ways  of  wifdom,  which  are  w^ys  of  plea* 
lantnefs  I  The  joy  felt  by  the  fervants  of  God  in  the 
paths  of  righteoufnefs,  is  much  more  exceUentand 
permanent  than  that  which  refults  from  the  mofl  re- 
fined fenfual  gratifications,  pr  from  the  contempbtioit 
and  enjoyment  of  the  mod  valued  earthly  pofleffions. 
It  flows  from  the  Spirit  of  God,  being  one  of  his 
blefled  fruits ;  it  is  cherifhed  by  connection  with  the 
•moft  glorious  objcfts  ;  and  maintained  by  the  excr- 
cires  of  firth  dnd  obedience  to  God,  and  de^ght  hi  the 
law  of  the  Lord.-^With  this  joy-  if  eombiried*  the 
working  of  righteoufnefs,  the  molt  excellent  ettiploy** 
ment  wherein  man  can  be  engaged  ;   for  we  know, 

*  that  every  one  that  doeth  righteoufnefs  is  born  of 

•  God  ♦/  The  children  of  the  Mod  High  have  at 
figned  to  them  the  work  of  righteoufnefs,  the  tfk& 
of  which  is  peace;  and  by  the  faithful  performance 
of  this  pleafant  and  honourable  fervice,  tbey  diilin* 
gui(h  tbemfelves  from  the  hypocrite  and  the  profane;* 
they  (hew  that  they  are  partakers  of  the  grace  of 
God  in  truth,  and  that  they  refemble  Jefus  Chrift  the 
righteous.  Thus  employed,  God  meets  with  them 
and  blefles  them.  This  confideration  ougl)t  to  fii<» 
mulate  US|  my  brethren « to  be  ftedfaft  and  knoiove* 

.   .  aUe, 
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• 

able/ always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord«; 
forafmuch  as  we  know,  that  our  labour  is  not  in  vain 
in  the  Lord^*. 

That  remember  tbee  in  tby  ways.  That  maintain  t 
habitual  fenfe  of  God  upon  their  minds,  fo  as  to  be 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long.  That  fre* 
quently  recoUeA  with  pleafure  the  hand  of  God  in 
the  difpenfatiAns  of  his  providence  and  grace,  and  call 
to  mind  his  mercy,  power,  and  faithfulnefs,  which  «rtt 
therein  confpicuoufiy  difplayed— That  lay  up  in  the 
cepofitory  of  their '  memories  the  knowledge  of  God's 
ivays,  which  they  have  acquired,  that  they  may  bring 
it  forth  on  every  proper  occafion-~That  cherifh 
lively  apprehenfions  of  the  pfefence  and  perfediont 
of  Jehovah,  and  have  fuch  imprefiions  of  them  on 
their  hearts,  as  are  requifite  to  excite  veneration,  love, 
and  confidence.  Thefe  are  the  delightful  exercifes 
of  him  that  God  meets,,  with  whom  he  carries  on  a 
pleafant  and  profitable  correfpondence. — It  highly 
concerns  us  attentively  to<:onfider  if  thefe  particu- 
lars are  defcriptive  of  our  charaAer,  that  we  may 
k^m  whether  or  not  we  may  juftly  exped  to  enjoy 
the  precious  privilege  here  mentioned. 

Behold  tbou  art  wrotb.  We  fee  with  grief  that 
thou,  O  Lord,  art  greatly  difpleafed  with  us,  and  that 
thine  anger  hath  been  long  kindled  againft  us.  iFor 
many  generations  have  we  fuftained  the  awful  eSedls 
of  thy  juft  indignation  againft  owt  iniquities.  And 
who  can  abide  thy  fierce  anger,  who  caufeftthe 
heavens  to  tremble,  who  makeft  the  earth  to  ftagger 
like  a  drunken  man,  who  rends  the  rocks,  who  tears 
up  the  mountains,  and  ihakes  the  foundations  of  the 
univerfe  ?  Avert  from  us,  we  befeech  tbee,  thy  dread 
difpleafure  — '/f^tf  bave  Jmned.     *    We  humbly  ac- 

*  knowledge  our  wickedntfs,  and  the  iniquity  of  our 

*  fathers,  for  we  have  finned  againft  thee.     Do  not 

*  abhor  us,  for  thy  name's  fake  \  do  not  difgrace  the 

*  throne  of  thy  glory ;  remember,  break  not  thy  cove- 
^  Bant  with  usf/     We  are  entirely  in  thy  hand,  who 

hath 
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jbath  giren  us  to  know  that  the  Lord  our  God  is  gnu 
cious  and  full  of  companion,  that  he  delighteth  in 
/hewing  mercy.  Encouraged  by  the  n^eroel  of  thy 
nature,  and  the  declarations  of  thy  wor3,  wc  confefs 
before  thee  our  trefpafles — h  i>^fe  is  cmtnaumce. 
In  thofe  ways  of  thy  clemency  and  compaffion,  whidi 
^e  recoiled  with  admiration  and  gratitude,  thoo 
didft  long  perfevere.  To  our  fathers,  not witfaftandkig 
Cbey  grievoufly  provoked  thee,  thou  continuedft  to 
ihew  favour  and  kindnefs.  And  though  we  have 
perfiAed  in  our  tranfgreffions,  ainl  refufed  to  letum 
to  thee,  we  are  not  confumed ;  and  we  truft  that  thou 
haft  pneferved  us  to  be  illuftrious  trophies  t)f  thy  ever* 
enduring  grace — jind  wejballbefafued.  We  defpair 
not  of  deliverance  from  the  calamities  and  miferies 
wherein  we  have  been  long  involved,  and  of  partict«> 
pating  in  that  great  falvation  which  thou  haft  pre* 
pared  befbne  the  face  of  all  people.  We  truft  that 
we  (hall  be  faved  through  the  grace  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  even  as  others. 

6.  But  we  are  all  as  an  unclean  tbing^  aifd 
all  our  righteoufneffes  are  as  filthy  rags^  and 
we  all  do  fade  as  a  leaf,  and  our  iniquities, 
like  the  windi  have  taj^en  us  away* 

» 

The  penitent  fupplicants  confefs  to  God  the  mifer- 
able,  polluted  fpiritual  flate  into  which  they  had  fal- 
len by  their  iniquities. — But  we  are  all  as  an  unclean 
perfon.  1  think  perfon  is  a  more  preferable  word  to 
lupply  here  than  that  inferted  by  our  tranflators.  I 
fuppofe  there  is  allufion  to  the  legal  impurities  con- 
tradlcd  under  the  fprmcr  difpenfatiun,  and  particu- 
larly  to  the  cafe  of  the  leper*  which  was  truly  deplo- 
rable. SeJTied  with  an  infe<9ious,  loathfome,  and  dan- 
gerous diiidale,  he  was  excluded,  according  to  the  law 
of  Mofes,  from  the  camp  of  Ifrael.  Affifted  with 
t*his  miferable  diflemper,  he  was  ordered  to  depart 
from  the  fociety  of  his  brethren,  (left  the  contagion 

might 
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niglit  hftTe  fpread  among  the  people)  covering  Mi 
^per  lip*  crying  unclean,  unclean.  The  per(bn  hu 
bouring  under  this  calamity  exhibited  a  ftriking  em« 
Mem  of  fifinere  yielding  to  the  power  of  impenitence 
and  unbelief.  All  we,  fay  thofe  who  are  penetrated 
vitb  an  aff<;ding  fenfe  of  fin,  all  we  refemble  the  le«- 
per,  or  unclean  perfon,  under  the  Mo&ic  ceconomy* 
We  are  contaminated  by  the  leprofy  of  fin,  which 
hath  diffufed  its  malignant  influence  throughout  ail 
our  faculties,  fe  that  in  our  fleih  dwelleth  no  go6d 
thing.  Like  an  inveterate  canker,  it  confumes,  and 
endangers  the  whole  body;  it  renders  our  tondi* 
tion  perilous  in  the  extreme,  and  incurable  by  medi- 
cine of  human  device.  Nor  b  this  the  pitiable  ftate 
only  of  a  few  perlbns,  but  all  are  acknowledged  to  be 
infetfled  by  this  mortal  malady.--- What  greatl/  ag« 
gravates  our  diftrefs  is,  that 

uHl  our  rigbteoufneffes  are  as  filthy  tags^  &c.  Our 
profefled  obedience  to  the  moral  and  ceremonial  law* 
our  religious  performances  and  works  of  charity,  done 
when  deilitute  of  inward  purity  and  integrity  of  hearty 
when  a&ing  under  the  power  of  infidelity  and  im* 
penitence,  are  unavailing  in  the  fight  of  God.  They 
are  as  rags,  totally  infufficient  to  cover  fpiritual  defor- 
mity, to  introduce  with  acceptance  into  the  Divine 
prefence,  or  to  found  a  title  to  bappinefs  and  falvation. 
—Yea,  they  are  as  filthy  rags,  which  ought  to  be  re-* 
nounced  with  deteftation,  as  incapable  of  covering 
Uemiihes,  and  of  rendering  people  well  pleafing  to  the 
Lord. — And  we  all  do  fade  as  a  leqf^  1  he  decayed, 
degraded  condition  of  thoie  who  make  this  acknow- 
ledgement, is  illuftrated  by  a  well  known  fimilitude. 
When  flourifhing  under  the  aufpicious  care  of  Jeho* 
vah,  we  refembled  a  thriving  tree,  covered  with 
leaves  and  fruit ;  but  now  our  frail  decayed  ftate  is 
fignificantly  reprefented  by  the  withered  leaf  that 
hath  loft  its  verdure  and  beauty,  and  b  ready  to  drop 
to  the  ground.  The  comparifbh  is  }uft  and  inftrudive. 
The  Jewifla  people^  after  having  attained  to  eminence 
and  dignity,  foon  began  to  loie  their  former  excel* 

lenca 
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lence,  and  being  divefted  of  the  diftinguifhing  privi* 
leges  the  J  had  enjoyed,  they  were  fubjeded  to  many 
iojuries  and  inftances  of  contempt. 

jSnd  our  miqukies  as  tbe  wind  have  taken  ui  eewaj. 
Our  many  atrocious  fins  have  not  only  made' us  decay 
as  a  leaf;  but,  like  a  ftormy  wind,  which,  by  its  vio- 
lence and  impetuoGty,  carries  every  thiilg  before  it, 
they  have,  driven  us  away  from  God,  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  pleafant  things  whereby  we  were  felici* 
fated  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  Our  tranfgreifions  have 
not  only  deprived  us  of  our  excellency,  but  they  have 
carried  us  away  into  captivity  and  fervitude,  into 
infamy  and  difgrace,  difperfed  us  over  the  earth,  and 
involved  us  iamanifold  direful  calamities.-**  I'his  hum* 
bling  confeifion,  brethren,  we  may  judly  adopt.  We 
are  all  impure,  tainted  by  the  pollution  of  fin  ;  our 
righteoufnefles  are  no  more  to  be  accounted  of  than 
filthy  rags,  all  our  goodnefs  fades  like  the  leaf  and 
•  the  flower  of  the  field?  Hath  hot  the  comely 
profelfion  of  not  a  few  withered  and  dropt  off  as  tbe 
leaves  in  autumn  ?  And  hath  not  our  iniquities  car* 
ried  us  alfo  away  from  God,  and  the  pofleffion  of  fome 
of  the  moil  important  prerogatives  that .  we  once 
enjoyed  ?  On  thefe  accounts,  let  us  humble  ourfelves 
before  the  Lord,  and  earneftly  implore  his  merpy  to 
pardon  ouriins»  and  his  grace  to  help  us  in  this  tizu^ 
Dfnced, 

7.  And  there  is  none  that  callcth  upon  thy 
name,  that  ilirreth  up  himfelf  to  take  hold  of 
thee :  for  thou  haft  hid  thy  face  from  us,  and 
haft  confumed  us,  becaiife  of  our  iniquities. 

The  general  formality  and  luke-warmneis  with 
which  devotional  exercifes  were  pqformed,  whereby 
God  was  greatly  provoked,  is  here  acknowledged  and 
lamented.  The  confeffion  muft  be  underftood  with 
£bme  reftridion,  for,  in  its  mod  extenfive  fenfe,  it  doth 
viQt  agree  to  any  period  of  time.  .  The  expreflion 

certainly 
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celrtainlyirttitnatcs,  that  therfc  were  very  few  who  call-^ 
ed  upon  God,  and  fought  him  in  the  manner  he  pre<^ 
fcribed^-«who  invoked  his  facred  name,  and  intreated 
his  favour  with  their  whole  hearts — who,  when  en- 
gaged in  prayer,  mixed  with  lively  faith,  true  repen- 
tance for  fin,  unfeigned  humility,  placid  reflgnation,- 
firm  reliance  on  the  mediation  of  the  great  Re- 
deemer, and  the  afliftance  of  the  Holy  Spirit^  to  Help' 
infirmities  in  this  important  duty.  There  were* 
but  a  very  fmall  number  Who,  in  this  fublime  exercife, 
realized  the  Divine  prefencc,  who  cherifiied  entire 
dependence  upon  God,  who  maintained  delightful- 
Uitercourfe  with  him,  and  who  received  from  him  the' 
promifed  bleffings  of  falvatioti. — Tbatjiirretb  up  bim^' 
fslfto  take  bold  oftbee.  The  wan  t  of  vigorous  endeavours 
ill  prayer,  which  is  here  confefled,  fuppofes  oppofition 
dnd  difficulties  to  arife,  which  mud  be  combated  and' 
furmounted,  that,  like  Ifrael,  we  may  wreftle  with 
God ;  and,  as  princes,  by  ftrong  and  honourable  ex-' 
«rtions,  we  may  have  power  with  God  and  prevail* 
Thefe  are  well  known  in  the  experience  of  men  of 
God,  and  need  not  to  be  here  enumerated.  The  ac- 
knowledgement imports,  that  there  are  but  few  who 
ftrenuoufly  endeavour  to  get  free  from  that  imbecility 
and  langour  that  hath  fefzed  on  people  in  general,  and^ 
by  lively  faith,  apprehend  him  who  is  the  righteouf-' 
nefs  and  ftrength  of  his  people,  that  they  may  vanquifh 
every  obftack  which  might  hinder  importunity  and 
pcrfeverance  in  prayer.  Alas!  the  number  of  thofe  is 
fo  fmall,  who,  afluming  the  confidence  of  faith,  afli- 
duoufly  aim  to  conquer  natural  defpondency,  and 
thofe  difcouragements  that  lie  in  the  way  of  access  to 
the  throne  of  grace,  by  taking  fad  hold  of  the  mercy^ 
power^  and  faithtulneis  of  Jehovah. — In  this  complaint 
we  have  alfo  juft  reafon  to  join,  with  forrow  and  con- 
trition of  heart.  How  rare  the  effedtual,  fervent 
prayer  of  a  righteous  man,  that  availeth  much !  In  the 
profped  of  performing  duty,  let  us  carneftly  folicit 
the  Divine  diredion  and  affiftance  ;  and  in  the  .view 

of 


498  LECTURES  om  to*  ,    Chat.  LXIV. 

of  meeting  with  affli<£lion,  let  us,  with  pious  ardour^ 
requeft  his  prefence  s^nd  fupport. 

For  tbou  bq/l  hid  tbjface^  &c.  In  feme  ctifes  the 
fbrvants  of  God  may  iosagine,  that  he  withholds  from 
them  the  l^ht  of  hia  countenance,  whilft  in  reality 
they  ftand  high  in  his  favour.  In  fome  inftances  the 
apprehenfion  is  juft  and  well  founded,  as  with  thoie 
who  here  make  this  complaint.  Havings  for  a  long 
period,  ahufed  the  bounties  of  his  providence,  and  the 
bleifings  of  hit  grace,  the  Lord  God  withheld  from 
them  the  communications  of  his  favour  and  the  in- 
Huences  of  his  Spirit,  and  made  them  feel  the  dreadful 
cffedts  of  his  fore  difpleafure.  The  clouds  having 
arifen,  which  intercept  clear  views  of  the  glory  and 
loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  they  lament  that  God 
did  not  behold  them,  as  formerly,  with  a  plea&nt 
countenance,  but  that  in  anger  he  had  turned  away 
fix>m  them. — Jnd  bqft  confumed  «x,  &c.  The  Hebrew 
word  fignifies,  to  melt  metals,  to  dil£)lve  hard  Tub* 
ftances,  and  is  here  employed  to  denote  the  deftroc* 
tion  of  the  Jewifti  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  conilitution, 
whereby  th^y  were  formed  into  a  folid  compad  body. 
On  account  of  their  enormous  wickednefe,  the  Lord 
God,  in  his  righteous  adminiftration,  divefted  them  of 
that  wifdom,  ftrength,  and  fortitude,  for  which  they 
were  celebrated  in  times  of  old,  and  fo  confumed  thdr 
nation  J  that  the  relidue  is  wandering  over  the  earth, 
defpifed  and  contemned,  eagerly  defirous  of  earth* 
ly  things,  indifierent  to  the  better  and  more  enduing 
ftibftance. 

S.  But  now,  O  Lord,  xhxmart  our  Father: 
wc  are  the  clay,  and  thou  our  potter,  and  we 
all  are  the  work  of  thy  hand. 

The  continuance  of  the  Divine  difpleafure,  whereof 
the  pofterity  of  Ifrael  bath  long  felt  the  direful  ef-* 
feds,  is  here  deprecated  on  account  of  the  intimate 
lelation  which  fubfifted  between  God  and  them. — - 

But 
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Sat  now,  O  Lord,  the  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and 
Jacob,  who  gave  us  exiftence,  and  formed  us  into  a 
nation,  who  adopted  us  for  thy  children,  and  invefted 
us  in  the  pofleffion  of  many  invaluable  immunities, 
vre  humbly  crave,  that  thy  tender  compaflSon  may 
be  extended  to  us,  and  that  we  may  experience  thy 
paternal  love  and  care. — We  are  the  clay,  ^c.  to  which, 
according  to  thy  good  pleafure,  thou  gaveft  form  and 
beauty,  making  us  veflek  unto  honour,  fitted  for  thy 
ftvfiQt.^^Ani  tbou  our  potter,  who  haft  right  and 
power  to  difpofe  of  us  as  feemeth  good  in  thy  light, 
and  therefore  we  prefiimc  not  to  find  fault  with 
thy  difpenfations,  which  we  know  are  all  conduced 
by  perfeft  wifdom  and  righteouihefs.— ^  are  all  tbe 
'work  of  thy  hand.  Thou  madeft  us,  not  we  ourfelves  ; 
we  are  thy  people,  the  ftieep  of  thy  pafture.  Our  con- 
nedion  with  thee  we  remember  with  pleafure  and 
gratitude,  and  thence  we  are  encouniged  to.  hope, 
that  thou,  whofe  workmanfhip  we  are,  wilt  have 
mercy  upon  us,  and  never  forfake  the  work  of  thine 
own  hands.  Ferfedt  that  which  concerueth  us,  O 
Ix)rd ;  thy  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

9.  %  Be  not  wroth  very  fore,  O  Lord,  nei- 
ther remember  iniquity  for  ever :  be  hold ,  fee, 
we  befetch  thee,  we  are  all  thy  people. 

The  awful  difpleafure  of  Jehovah  is  entreated  to  be 
averted,  or  mitigated,  becaufc  qf  the  relation  wherein 
the  fupplicants  ftand  to  God,  who  had  appropriated 
them  to  himfelf  as  his  peculiar  people.  Uney  requeft 
not  that  God  would  altogether  remove  from  them 
the  tokens  of  his  anger,  but,  referring  that  matter  en- 
tirely  to  himfelf,  they  entreat  that  his  wrath,  which 
had  gone  forth  againft  them,  may  be  allayed.  They 
plead  not  to  be  freed  from  rebukes,  for  thefe  might 
be  in  fome  meafure  neceflary  for  their  benefit,  but 
that  the  Lord  God  would  not  chatlen  them  in  his 
hot  difpleafure: — Neither  remember  imquky  for  ever. 

Vol.  IV.  3  <^  JUumbled 


490  UCCTURES  oir  m     Okaf.  ISlT^ 

Humbled  under  tht  migbty  hand  of  God,  they  im« 
plore  that  their  tranfgremons  may  not  be  perpetually 
kept  in  renienibfancei  that  they  may  not  be  puni(h^ 
as  they  deferve,  and  that  they  may  no  longer  feel  the 
terrible  effedlsdif  the  anger  and  Indignation  of  Jehovah. 
According  to  thy  gracious  word«  remember  our  fins  no 
more,  that  we  may  for  ever  celebrate  the  praifesof  tby 
forgiving  mttcy.^-^Bebald^fe^^  we  hefeech  tbce^  tf^ 
We  pray  that  thou,  O  Lord,  wilt  attentively  coq& 
der  our  forlorn  circumftam^es,  and  the  dreadful  cala« 
pities  which  we  have  fuflferedf  who  are  the  people 
thou  haft  chofen  above  aU  the  people  that  are  cm  the 
earth«  We  glory  in  this  connedion,  and  thcre&ie 
we  expeifl  from  thee  all  that  relief  which  our 
cafe  urgently  requires.  We  are  thy  pecqple,  and 
Ihould  not  a  people  feek  unto  their  God. 

10.  liiy  holy  cities  are  a  wildemefi,  Zion 
is  a  wildernefs^  Jerufalem  a  defolation* 

How  affeding  the  reprefentation  of  the  very  de« 
plorable  ilate  to  which  the  cities  and  country  of  Ca* 
naan  hath  been  reduced.  The  cities  of  judab, 
wherein  God  was  well  known,  which  were  in  a  pecu* 
liar  manner  his  property,  and  the  objeds  of  fab^« 
cial  care,  are  denominated  holy,  becaufe  tbey  were 
inhabited  by  people  devoted  to  God,  and  profefledly 
employed,  according  to  his  appointment,  in  his  wor« 
(hip  and  fervice.  Thefe  cities  the  Almi^^hty  hath 
turned  into  a  barren  defart,  becaufe  of  the  wickednefs 
of  them  that  dwelt  therein.— Tion.  that  once  higUy* 
favoured  mountain,  whereon  ftood  the  royal  palace 
and  the  temple  of  tbe  Lord,  with  the  beautiful  rai^ 
of  hills  fituated  in  its  vicinity,  which  were  highly 
cultivated  and  very  fruitful — All  that  pleafant  land 
is  laid  wafte,  and  converted  into  a  defolate  wUderoefi 
^jerufalem,  that  was  great  among  the  nations,  aod 
princefs  among  the  provinces,  that  was  celebrated  for 
itt  ftrengthi  beauty,  and  popubulheis,  is  become  a 
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htap  of  ruini,  fits  (6\\tztyz%  a  widow,  and  is  becomq 
tributary  *•  Becaufe  of  the  wickednefe  of  the  ioha* 
fcitams  *  the  Lord  hath  done  that  which  he  derifed  i 

*  he  hath  fulfilled  his  word^  that  he  had  commandea 

*  in  the  days  of  old ;  he  hath  thrown  away,  and  hatk 

*  not  pitied  f  /  If  you  entire,  why  is  this  ailonifhing 
feverht  of  condition  ?  wherefore  hath  thefe  calamitiei 
come  ii|km  this  renowned  city  and  country  ?  the  an« 
fwer'  is  given  in  few  words  :^,  '  For  the  greatneft  of 
^  their  iniquity/  Memorabk  are  the  words  of  God 
hy  the  {>rophet  Jeremiah,  chap,  ik  1 7*  ^  Haft  thoa 
^  not  procured  this  unto  thyfell,  in  that  thou  baft  for* 
f  fikm  the  liord  thy  G^/ 

XI «  Our  holy  and  our  beautiful  houfe, 
«where  our  fathers  praifed  thee,  is  burnt  up 
iv^ith  fire  i  md  ^U  oyix  pleafkpt  things  are  Uid 
wafle^ 

9 

The  jna^piifioefK  temple  which  was  bui}t  on  mouitf 
^lon  by  Divine  appointment,  agreeable  to  the  plan 
delivered  to  God's  fervant  David,  for  the  honour  and 
worfhip  of  Jehovah,  13  doubtlefs  the  houfe  which  is 
here  intended.  It  was  a  holy  houfe,  becaufe  fa- 
lemnly  coniecrated  to  the  fervice  of  the  l^rd  God, 
who  there  exhibited  vifible  fymbols  of  his  gracious 
prefence,  gnd  received  the  homage  which  was  of- 
fered to  him  by  the  people  he  had  appropriated  to 
himfelf.  It  was  likewife  a  beautiful  edifice,  built  qf 
the  fineft  ftones,  of  the  moft  exquifite  workmanftiip, 
and  elegantly  finiflied  with  cedar  wood  and  pure 
|[old.  Such  was  its  unrivalled  fplendor  and  fuperb 
appearance,  th,at  it  became  the  admiration  of  the 
world;  and  princes,  delighted  with  its  grandeur,  were 
iaduced  to  fubmit  themfelves  unto  God  §.  In  this 
holy  and  beautiful  houfe,  the  fei^vants  of  Jehovah  ee- 
Jebrated  his  pxaifes,  prelented  their  facrifices  and  fup- 

plications 
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plicttiohs  before-htm,  and  blefled  his  ifiime  who  made 
heaven  and  earth.  They  extolled  and  pjratfed  him 
with  pfalteries,  harps*  and  cymbaia,  andiin  fongs  com« 
pofed  by  the .  fwect  fingers  of  Ifrael,  Mofe^,  Deborah,' 
David,  Afaph,  and  othera. — ^Tbis  houfe  was  burnt  up 
with  fire, .  which  was  thrown  into  it  by  f ime  of  r  the 
foldiers  in  the  anby  of  Titus,  after  the  firft  and  fecond 
temple  bad  flood  about  113a  years. — 4nd  aU  pur 
pieitfani  things  ari  laid  wq^fi.  Our  ple^aht  ivid, 
which  was  the  glory  of  all  lands,  ojar,  fumpttious 
houfes,  wherein  jrefided  the  gay  antl  a£Buent,:Ottr 
rich  vineyaitcls,  gard^tu,  and  fields,  ow  gQpdly  hfsjiu 
ture,  and  the  coflly  utenfiU  belonging  to  tJ^e  t^mjpfe, 
with  our  pleafant  acquaintances  and  friends — ^Thefe, 
all  thefe,  ^re  laid  wade  ancl  deftroyed.  Juftly  may 
we  fgy  tfie  joy  of  our  heart  Js  ceaied,  our  dance  is 
turned  into  mourning ;  the  crown  is  fallen  frpoi  our 
head  ;  wo  unto  us  that  we  have  finned*.^  • 

12.    Wilt   thou   refrain    thyfclf  for  thefe 
things^  O  Lord  ?  wilt  thou  hoM  thy  peace^  and 

afSid  us  very  fore  ? 

*  •  •     •  .  • 

The  penitent  Jews  concladt  their  fupplications  by 
humbly  expoftulating  with  God,  that  he  would  con* 
fider  their  defolate  condition,  ^nd  arife  and  plead 
their  caufe.  Wilt  thou,  O  righteous  Judge  of  all  the 
earth,  decline  any  longer  to  appear  tor  our  deliver* 
ance,  now  that  thy  beloved  land  is  defolated,  thy  d« 
ties  laid  wafte,  thy  temple  buried  in  ruins,  and  thy 
once  highly.favoured  people  fcattered  among  the 
nations,  under  evident  tokens  of  thy  difpleafure? 
Shall  the  injuries  and  the  contempt  they  have  fiif- 
fered  for  a  long  period  remain  longer  unnoticed  by 
thee,  to  whom  belongeth  recompenfe  }^^lViktbou  boit 
thy  peace  ^  and  not  interpofe  in  behalf  of  the  pofterity 
ot  thy  fervants,  after  having  obferved  them  and  their 
interefts  defpifedand  trampled  upon  for  many  ages? 
Hold  not  thy  peace,  O  God  of  our  praife ;  fpeak  and 

*  •»  '  ad, 
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aft,  we  bcfecch  thee,  for  the  conviftion  of  our  adver« 
faries,  and  the  reli^fof  thy  afflifted  people,  and  let  us 
Bot  evermore  be  the  objefts  of  fcom  and  derifion* 
We  prefume  not  to  prefcribe  i^bat  thou  Ihouldeft 
fey,  or  what  thou  fliouldeft  do.  We  leave  thcfc 
things  entirely  to  thy  infinite  wifdom  and  righteouf- 
nefs  ;  but  thia  we  earneftly  requeft,-  that  thou  wilt' 
not  afflift  US/  very  fore  for  a  long  period  of  time* 
Buildup  Jerufalem,  gather  together  the  outcafts  of 
Ifraei-.  O  Lord  our  God,  turn  our  captivity,  and  have 
eompaffion  upon  us;  return  and  gather  us  from  all* 
the  nations  whither  thou  haft  fcattered  us  \ 
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FREUMINART  OBSERVATIONS^ 

THE  penitent  amoog  the  Jews  having  comphuned 
to  Jehovah  of  the  feveritjr  of  hi^  judgmenti 
toward  them,  he  is  introduced  in '  this  chapter,  vindi* 
eating  the  ways  of  his  providence,  and  defending  the 
confttmmate  i^itude  of  his  difpeniations.  He  begins 
by  (hewing,  that  he  had  invited  into  the  communion 
of  his  Church  thde  heathen  nationt  which  had  not 
hitherto  called  upon  his  name,  from  whence  might  ha 
clearly  evinced  his  infinite  readinefs  to  ihew  mercy 
to  tranfgrefibrs-^And  that  the  people  who  had  been 
called  by  his  name,  by  forfaking  him,  and  obftinately 
perfifting  in  horrid  wickednefs,  in  abominable  idola« 
tries,  and  deteftable  hypocrify,  became  the  objeds  of 
his  righteous  vengeance,  and  are  fet  forth  as  an  ex- 
ample  of  his  juft  feverity  againft  fin,  ver.  I— 5.— — > 
The  reafonsof  this  Divine  procedure  are  next  fpecifiied, 
which  difplay  at  once  the  riches  of  his  grace,  and  the 
righteoufnefs  of  his  adminiftration,  ver.  6»  7.— Our 
prophet  then  proceeds  to  (hew,  that  all  the  pofterity 
of  Abraham  were  not  to  continue  under  the  wrath  of 
the  Almighty,  that  a  remnant  of  theni,  according  to 
the  eledion  of  grace,  (hould  be  faved,  to  whom  the 
promifes  made  to  their  progenitors  were  to  be  accom- 
pliihed,  ver.  8*— lo  To  convince  the  perfidious 
and  incorrigibly  wicked  of  the  atrocity  of  their 
crimes,  he  difcribes  the  awful  puniftiment  which  they 
are  deftined  to  fuflfer,  ver.  11,  la.^-^After  which 
he  reprefents,  by  a  ftriking  contraft,  the  remarkable 
dtfierence  of  the  ftate  of  the  upright  worihippers  of 
Jehovah,  and  that  of  the  idolatrous,  fuperftitious,  and 
wicked;  in  confequence  whereof  the  nan^e  of  God  was 
to  be  honoured  over  all  the  earth,  ver,  13— .16.— — 
The  chapter  concludes  with  an  elegant  defcription 
of  the  felicity  and  glory  of  the  Church  of  God,  when 
)ie  (h^U  dilclofe  the  riches  of  his  grace,  ai^d  libendly 
confer  upon  them  the  moll  precious  benefits,  ver. 
17—25.  • 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    LXV. 

I  am  fought  of  tbem  that  afked  not  /or  me^ 
I  am  found  of  tbem  that  fought  me  not :  I 
faid^  behold  me«  behold  me»  unto  a  nation  tbat 
was  not  called  bj  my  name. 

The  Locd  God  juftifies  his  procedare  in  caliing  the 
Gentiles  into  the  communian  of  his  Cfaarch.  The 
apoftie  Paul  quotes  thefe  woids,  with  ibo^e  Taciattoo^ 
in  his  epiftle  to  the  Romans  ^^  vhea  treating  of  the 
vocation  of  the  Heathen  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
pctvileges  ccmtained  in  the  go(peL  The  apoftle  thus 
introduces  the  citation :  '  Efaias  is  veiy  hold,  and 
^  £uth,  I  was  found  of  them  that  fou^t  me  not ;  I 
^  was  made  manifeft  unto  them  that  aft:ed  not  a&er 
'  me/  Our  prophet,  endowed  with  a  noble,  heiXMC 
fpirit,  and  afting  with  undaunted  intrepidity  in  the 
fenrice  of  God,  aftrted  the  truth  before  us,  notwith^ 
ftandiog  he  weU  knew  the  Jews  could  not  endure  with 
patience  this  dodrine,  at  which  they  were  greatly 
ofiended.  The  philofophers  among  tlie  Gentile  na- 
tions were  engaged  in  ieiaiching  for  the  wifilom  of  this 
trarld,  that  cometh  to  nought.  The  common  people 
were  employed  in  purfuing  earthly  objeds,  futted  to 
gratify  their  corrupt  inclinations ;  whilft  thofe  who 
|Metended  to  more  religion  Chan  others,  were  dccnpied 
in  attending  to  fupedlidous  rites  and  iociHh  cere- 
monies. God  was  not  in  ail  their  thoughts;  fix; 
accordmg  to  Divine  teflimony,  *  there  is  none  that 
*  underftandeth  and  feeketh  Godf-*  None  that 
feeketfa  him  with  the  whole  heart,  with  ferrour  and 
diligence,  as  he  requires.  Though  he  fent  them  ram 
fioa  heaven,  and  fruitful  feafons,  and  filled  their 
hearts  with  food  and  gladnefs,  that  they  fhould  feek 
him,  if  haply  they  might  fed  after  him  and  find 
him,  diey  knew  him  not,  nor  glorified  him  as  God. 

£ut 

*  Chap.  X.  so.  f  PU.  xtr.  a. 
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But  after  it  pleafed  God  to  reveal  himfelf  to  them  by 
the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel»  and  to  pour  out  his  Spirit 
from  on  high,  what  a  mighty  change  enfued.  Sinners 
of  the  Gentiles-  fought,  with  earneftnefs  and  affiduity, 
acquaintance  with  the  word  and  falyation  of  the  Lord, 
and  inquired  early  after  God. 

I  am  found  of  tbem  that  fought  me  not.  Such  is  the 
aftoniOiing  goodnefs  and  grace  of  Jehovah,  that  he 
hath  manifefted  himfelf  to  thofe  who  afked  not  for 
him,  and  who  were  not  folicitous  about  his  fklvation. 
The  Divine  condud  toward  the  heathen  nations  veri* 
fies  this  comfortable  truth ;  and  memorable  inftances 
of  individuals,  who  experienced  this  mercy,  are  record- 
ed  in  Scripture,  and  imprefied  on  the  minds  of  many, 
which  ferve  to  illuflrate  and  confirm  what  is  here  af« 
ferted.  Need  I  mention  Saul  of  Tarfus,  and  Zaccbeui 
the  publican,  as  having  found  that  falvation  which  they 
did  not  feek  to  obtain*  Indeed  the  fountain  of  mercy 
was  difclofed  when  we  enquired  not  for  it«  and  the 
refrelhing  ftreams  iflbing  from  that  blefled  fource  are 
fometimes  conveyed  to  thofe  who  feldom,  if  ever,  re« 
quefted  the  benefits  they  impart.i--*lf  the  jLord  is 
found  of  tbem  that  fought  him  not,  if  he  anfwers 
before  they  call,  what  may  not  be  expedled  by  thofe 
who  afk,  and  feek,  and  knock.  Seek  then,  brethren^ 
the  Lord  with  earneftnefs  and  importunity,  aflured 
that  they  who  are  thus  employed,  fiiall  not  want  any 
good  thing  *• 

If  aid,  behold  me,  &c.  The  Lord,  having  manifefted 
himfelf  to  the  heathen  world,  repeatedly  calls  upon 
them,  by  the  miniftry  of  the  word,  to  fix  their  atten« 
tion  upon  him.  Turn  away  your  minds  from  every 
obj^dl  that  would  attrafk  your  thoughts,  and  fteadily 
contemplate  the  glorious  proofs  1  have  fet  before  yoa 
of  my  infinite  majefty  and  adorable  grace,  who,  though 
highly  exalted  above  all  bleffing  and  praife,  waks  to 
be  gracious,  and  exalted  in  fhewing  mercy.  Acquaint 
yourfelves  with  me,  and  be  at  peace,  and  thereby 
good  Ihall  come  unto  you.    Look  unto  me,  all  the 

*  PfkL  xxxIt.  10* 
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ends  of  the  earth,  and  be  ye  faved.  Behold  me  with 
earned  4efires.Qf  enjoying  jny  favour,  which  is  better 
than  life,  and  of  paxiticipating  in  my  falvation,  exhi- 
bited in  the  everlafltingvgofpel.— >To  intimate  the  high 
importance  of  complying  with  this  Tequifiition,  the 
call  is  repeated,.  u/Uo  a  nation  (faith  God)  that  was 
not  calkdlfy  My  name.  iThia.  urgent  .demapd,  which 
affords  a  rich  difplay  of  marvellous ,  con^efceniion^ 
and  eameil  folicitude  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind, 
hath  been  often  made  on  people^of^  this  defcription. 
To  thofe .  nations  wha  called  not  upon  God^s  name, 
but  had  xecourfe,  for/th|e  folution  of  their  doubts  ajid 
difficulties,  to^ magicians  and  aitrobgers,  to  fi30thfdyers 
and  oracles,  from  which  they,  expefted  direction,  hath 
the  word  of  falvation  been  fent.  .Even,  to  people 
funk  in  ignorance  and  fuperftition  Hiath  God  made 
himfelf  known,  and  huth  addrefled  the  warmed  and 
qipd  pathetic  invitations,  and  thus  prevented  theiii 
with  die  bleifings  of  his  goodnefs.   . 

■ 

2.  I  have  fpread  out  my  hands  all  the  day 
unto  a  rebellious  people^  which  walketh  ia 
a  way  that  was  not  good,  after  their  own 
thoughts.  .  , 

The  reafon  is  affi^ned  why  the  Lord  God  rejcfted 
the  obftinately  wicked  part  of  the  Jewi(h  nation,  and 
ihewed  mercy  to.  the  heathen.-r-bpreading  out  the 
hands  is  a  gdlure  ufed  by  perfoas  who  endeavour  to 
perfuade  thofe  whom  they  acldrefs  to  comply  with 
their  requefts  or  admonitions.  The  expreflion  inti* 
mates,  that  undbr  the  formef  difpenfation,  God,  by 
his  fervants  the  prophets,  ana  by  the  miniftry  of  John 
the  Baptiftj  and  afterward  by  Jefus  Chrift,  aiid 
his.  apoftles,  warmly  urged  and  expoftulated  with 
the  Jewifh  people,  to  induce  them  to.  accept  of  his 
mercy,  and  to  obey  his  precepts.  In  this  affec* 
tionate  manner  did  God  teftify  the  utmod  readinefs 
to  extend  to -them  •  the  bleffings  proJtriifcd  to  their 

^oLiy.  ^     ^K    ,  fathers. 
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fathers,  an^  h!s  deSre  of  their  penitent  return  to  him. 
Thefe  kind  entreaties  God  continued  all  the  daj, 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  Mofiuc  (economy*  and 
even  to  the  conclufion  of  that  difpenfation,  until,  hy 
their  perrerfe  obftinacy,  they  provoked  God  to  rejed 
them.~-The  apoftle  Paui  writmg  to  the  faints  at 
Kome  *,  plainly  declares,  that  Ifniel  were  the  people 
0f  whom  our  prophet  ^aks^  to  whom  God  fpread 
out  his  handle  Often  <ud  thqr  rebel  agatnft  God ; 
they  refufed  his  wMe  counfels ;  they  defpiied  his  re* 
proofi ;  they  would  not  hearken  to  his  wfaolefome 
admonitions ;  they  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory  ;  they 
|>etfecuted  his  apoftles,  and  rejeded  his  glorious  goC- 
pd.'^tVbicb  waiketb  m  a  nuay  that  is  not  good.  Thki 
was  uniformly  their  pradice,  at  the  Red  Sea,  in  the 
wildemefs,  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  in  profperity  and 
in  adverfity.  Notwitbftanding  entreaties,  admoni- 
tions, and  reproof,  they  obftinately  perfifted  in  their 
evil  ways,  as  is  abundantly  eyident  from  the  &cred 
writings.  They  followed  the  imaginations. of  their 
own  hearts;  they  walked  contrary  to  God,  and 
would  not  obey  his  voice ;  and  therefore,  as  the  (ureft 
nark  of  his  difpleafure^  and  the  heavieft  punifliment 
of  their  difobedience,  he  gave  them  up  to  walk  io 
their  own  counfels. 

3.  A  people  that  provoketh  me  to  snger  con^ 
tinually  to  my  face»  that  iacrificeth  in  gar- 
densy  and  bumeth  incenfe  upon  altars  of 
brick. 

The  froward  and  rSbellious  people  of  lilriel,  to 
whom  God  had  in  vain  mahifefted  his  tender  fe^ud, 
are  farther  defcribed  as  addided  to  the  moft  odiooi 
iuperftition.  Uninfluenced  by  a  feafe  of  the  omm- 
faence  of  lehovah,  unawed  by  his  authority,  oodit 
mayed  by  bis  power  and  righteoufneiSt  thry  oom« 
nutted,  under  his  infpedion*  the  laoft  abomioaUe 

criinei^ 
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crimes;  they  avowed  their  profs diibhediente,  find 
afironted  him  as  it  were  to  his  face.  By  this  flagi- 
tious Gondu^i  joined  with  the  bafeft  hypocrify,  they 
provoked  him  to  anger,  and  excited  his  juft  difplear 
lure,  of  which  they  Were  made  to  feel  the  direful  e£. 
feds.  Nor  did  they  proc^d  io  this  vicious  courft 
on  fome  extraordto^ry  occafions  only*  when  under 
the  influence  of  ftrong  temptations;  but,  regardkfi  of 
their  manifold  obligations  to  the  fervlce  of  God,  this 
was  their  uniform,  conftant  pradice.-^-Some  of  the 
idolatrous  rites  that  they  obferved  are  fpecified  in 
the  following  words ; 

Tbai/acrificeib  iff  ^ardens^  &c.  They  did  not  pre- 
feat  their  pflferings  to  God  in  the  facred  place  where 
the  fokmn  worihip  of  Jehovah  was  required  to  be 
performed,  but  in  gardens  and  groves,  where  they 
might  have  opportunity  of  attending  to  various  pro- 
hibited fuperftitions  and  impure  rites,  in  the  retirement 
gnd  fiiade  of  thefe  iequeftrated  placea.«-»^/i^  bwmetb 
imenfo  on  akars  tf  brkk.  The  crime  for  which  the 
pofterity  of  Jacob  are  herf  reproved,  confifts  in  treat- 
ing with  contempt  the  exprefs  order  delivered  by 
the  Almighty,  £xod.  zxi,  24.  etfeq.  where  the  altars 
00  which  they  oflfered  ^crifices  to  him  were  re- 
quired to  be  made  of  earthy  or  ftone  that  was  not 
hewn.  In  difobedience  to  this  Divine  appointment, 
they  conftruded  altars  of  brick,  covered  with  plaif- 
ter,  whereon  were  engraved  hieroglyphical  repro- 
fentations  and  infcriptions.*~Tbis  article  of  the  charge 
conveys  to  us  the  important  inftrudion,  to  which  we 
ought  carefully  to  attend,  namely,  that  all  our  ads  of 
Divine  worihip  ought  to  be  performed  ^n  the  manner 
which  God  hath  prefcribed  in  his  word,  that  they 
may  find  acceptance  in  his  fight. 

4.  Which  remain  among  the  graves,  and 
lodge  in  the  monuments,  which  eat  fwine'a 
fle&p  and  broth  of  abominable  tbings  is  in 
their  veflels. 

Ifiuah 
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Ifai&h^  proceeds  to  delineate  the  fupeii^ous,  for* 
bidden  cuftoms  observed  by  thofe  with  whom  God 
was  greatiy  ofifended.  The  burying. places  and  tombs 
in  Judea,  being  fltuated  at  fome  diftance  firotn  the 
towns  and  cities,  were  made  (b  large^  that  living  per- 
fbns  might  reiide  in  the  entrance,  or  court,  before 
the  caves,  which  was  commonly  about  fix  culnts 
fquare.     In  thefe  gloomy,  folitary  receptacles,  many 
took  their  refidence,  from  the  perfuafion  that  the  fouls 
of  the  deceafed  remained,  for  fome  time,  near  the 
■corpfesthey  had  left,  that  they  might  confult  on  inte- 
refting  topics  with  the  departed  fpirits. — jbidhdgeinibe 
monuments^  ereded  in  order  to  perpetuate  the  memoiy 
of  fome  illuftrious  men,  or  of  fome  remarkable  event, 
-with  which  they  were  connefled  or  had  atchieved. 
Solicitous  to  become  acquainted  with  fome  unknown 
or  future  ciroumftance,  they  reforted  W  thofe  retire- 
ments, where  they  expeded  to  receive  that  informa- 
tion from  fpiritual  intelligences,  which  God  alone 
could  reveaL — fVbicb  eatjwbui  fle/b,  &c.     This  kind 
of  food  was  exprefsly  forliidden  to  be  ufed  by  the 
pofterity  of  Ifrael  under  the  former  oeconomy,  in  the 
fiatute  recorded  Lev.  xi.  7,  8.     £ating  this  Ibrt  of 
fiefh  by  that  people,  after  this  ftrid  prohibition,  muft 
have  been  highly  difpleafing  to  the  Lord,  and  is  here 
reckoned  among  the  flagrant  crimes  whereby  they 
piovdced  the  Mod  High. — And  brotb  ofahomxMbk 
ibi^fs,  &c.      Highly  pleafed  with  the    prohibited 
idolatrous  pradiices  wherein  they  indulged,  they  pre- 
ferved  portionsof  the  facrifices  offered  to  idols,  and 
parts  of  thofe  animals  which  to  them  were  unclean, 
whereon  they  feafted  with  their  friends  and  neigh- 
bours. 

Such  were  the  foolifli,  fuperftitioas,  and  forbidden 
cuftoms  to  which  the  rebellious  people  of  Ifraei  were 
addided,  whereby  they  expofed  themfelves  to  tte 
dread  difpleafure  of  Jehovah.  Though  the  fevcial 
parts  of  this  difcourfe  are  primarily  applicable  to  them, 
yet  as  the  crimes  here  recited  exhibit  a  j  lift  reprefcn- 

tation 
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tation  of  the  fins  of  many  profeffing  Chriftiahs  under 
the-  New  Tcftament,  who,  departing  from  purity  of 
faith,  and  the  prefcribed  inftitutions  of  Jefus  Chrift^ 
are  chargeable  with  grofs  hypocrify  and  regard-  t6 
idolatrous  rites,  we  ought  to  confiderourfelves  deeply 
interefted  in  what  is  here  (aid.  If  we  obey  not  the 
calls  and  commands  addrefied  to  us  in  the  gofpel;  if 
the  homage  we  prefent  to  God  is  not  inflituted  in  Jiil 
vord;  if  it  is  not  offered  to  him  through  Jefus  Chri^, 
the  altar  appointed  to  fanAify  the  gifts  brought 
before  him  under  the  new  oeconomy  of  gracfe — If  our 
fervices  are  regulated  by  human  traditions,  decifions, 
or  pretended  revelations,  apd  not  by  the  facred  re- 
cords of  Divine  truth ;  if  they  are  contaminated  b^ 
the  pollutions  of  the  world,  and  the  corrupt  principle 
of  thofe  who  ferve  not  God,  but  their  own  bellies;  if 
we  carry  with  us  into  the  prefence  of  God  thofe  things 
which  he  hates,  and,  like  the  Pharifees  of  old,  make 
clean  the  outfide  of  the  cup,  but  within  are  full  of 
extortion  and  excefs,our  charader  exz&ly  correfponds 
with  that  which  is  delineated  in  the  verfes  under 
confideratioB.  • 

5.  Which  fay,  ftand  by  thyfelf;  come  not 
near  to  me,  fori  am  holier  than  thou:  thefe 
arc  a  fmoke  in  my  nofe,  a  fire  that  burnech 
all  the  day. 

The  language  which  is  here  introduced,  difcovers, 
in  thofe  who  adopt  it,  the  mod  deteftable  pride,  over- 
weening felf-conceit,  and  bafe  hypocrify.  it  plainly 
intimates,  that  they  efteem  themfelves  much  better 
than  their  neighbours.  Do  not  approach,  but  iland 
at  a  diftance  from  me;  I  ani  pure  and  thou  art  un- 
holy, and  therefore  1  avoid  intercourfe  with  thet* 
Such  a  vain  fpeech  is  a  fure  indication  of  an  arrogant, 
haughty  fpirit,  which  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord, 
The  excellent  ones  of  the  earth,  men  who  are  emi- 
nently holy,  far  from  thinking  of  themfelves  more 

highly 
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highly  than  tbty  ought  to  tludc,.  far  from  Ipnkiiif 
contemptuouflj  of  other  people,  though  infecior  t& 
them  in  goodtiefs,  by  their  ona0uiDing;coiidud,  mani- 
feft  true  humility  suid  felf-denial.  Whereas  infigni« 
ficaot  people*  deftitate  of  real  worthy  often  over*raU 
themfelvesi  and  defpife  tbofe  who  much  furpafr  them 
in  goodnefs  and  ufefulnefs,  as  did  the  Pharifees»  and 
8s  their  fucceflbrs  in  temper  and  prance  do  to  this 
day*  Concerning  perfons  of  this  defcription,  the 
liOfd  God  declares — nefi  are  afmJte  in  mynqfif,  frc 
They  axe  moft  difagreeable  and  ofienfive  to  him  who 
hatetb  a  lofty  look  and  a  lying  tongue,  the  certiun 
indications  of  an  arrogant,  deceitful  man.  Pride  and 
ielf^conceit,  of  all  fins  feem  to  be  moft  odious  to  God ; 
und  throughout  the  Sacred  Record,  many  fignal  ptoo6 
lare  exhitited  of  his  perfeA  abhorrence  of  this  fin, 
which  is  here  branded  with  a  peculiar  mark  oi  infamy. 
People  ading  under  the  influence  of  this  corroi^ 
paffion,  are  as  a  fire  that  bumeth  all  the  day«  wiuch 
confumeth  themfelves,  and  proves  extremely  danger- 
ous and  deftrudive  to  thole  with  whom  they  are 
conneded,  as  well  as  hateful  to  God  ;  the  more  fuel 
that  is  laid  to  it,  the  more  firongly  it  burns. — Would 
you  then*  brethren,  avoid  this  deteftable  condud, 
pray  eameftly  to  God  for  a  humble  fpirit;  recoUeft 
your  ignorance  and  meannefs,  the  difotders  of  your 
hearts,  and  the  follies  of  your  lives;  andcootraft  with 
them  what  you  obferve  in  thofe  around  you  that 
feems  to  be  good  and  laudable,  and  in  this  way  «- 
deavour  to  cberilh  lowly  fentiments  refpeding  your 
own  qualifications  and  importance.  Thus  aim  to 
quench  the  fire»  that  would  burn  continually. 

6.  Behold,  ii  is  written  before  me,  I  will  net 
keep  iilence,  but  will  recompenfe,  €^n  recocd- 
peofe  into  their  bofoni. 


tbe 
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The  certaifi  rettibotion  of  the  crimes  aliove  imii- 
tioned,  is  announced  to  be  irreverfibly  determined 
by  the  Lord,  who  loveth  righteoufiiefs  and  hateth 
iniquity.  In  the  firft  part  of  the  verfe,  there  feema 
to  be  an  alli^on  to  the  decifions  pronounced  by 
princes  or  judges, .  which  arc  recorded  ^to  ferre  af 
precedents  to  eftablifli  their  fixed  refolution,  and  ak 
rules  whereby  their  future  procedure  is  to  be  regubted* 
•—In  reference  to  this  cuftom,  the  Lord  God  caUs 
ttpon  thofe  who  hare  committed  thefe  great  evils^ 
which  he  threatens  to  punifli,  to  confider  that  he 
hath  them  ever  in  remembrance^  and  is  irrevocably 
determined  that  they  Ihall  receive  a  juft  recompmfiew 
«-»/  mU  mt  keep  fiencc^  and  fuffer  iuch  notoriooe 
tranfgredbrs  to  pafs  without  the  juft  reward  of  their 
deeds.  I  wiH  not  refrain  from  infliding  deferred 
punifliment  on  fuck  atrocious  wickednefs ;  I  wiU  not 
conceal  my  juft  indignation  againft  the  enormous  fine 
committed  by  thofe  who  profefs  to  be  my  people;. but 
I  will  afluredly  manifeft  my  dread  difpleafure  by  the 
feverity  of  my  judgments.— 'Jiif  vriU  rccompenjc^  fiic. 
I  will  proportion  their  punilhment  to  the  aiagnitttde 
of  their  crimes,  and  make  them  know  and  fee  what 
an  evil  and  bitter  thing  it  is  .that  they  have  forfakea 
me,  and  that  my  fear  is  not  in  them.  In  this  awfid 
manner,  doth  the  Almighty  declare,  he  will  proceed 
to  execute  righteous  vengeance  upon  prefumpruous 
tranfgreflors,  after  his  abufed  long-fuffering  comes  to 
a  period.  Prior  to  the  time  wherein  this  prediAion 
was  fulfilled  by  the  Romans,  he  had  intermixed  his 
judgments  with  great  mercies ;.  but  when  he  finally 
requited  the  Jews  as  a  nation,  for  all  their  widced  ways, 
be  aded  accocding  to  the  moft  perfed  equity.<-*Ta 
foufe  from  iecttrity  thofe  who  put  far  fixxn  tlwm  the 
evil  day,  and  to  convince  them  the  more  effeAuall/ 
of  the.ahiblute  certainty  of  the  approachingcalamities; 
and  that  the  dmdful  foretdd  events  might  make 
the  dcepfcr  impreffion  on  their  minds,  the  aflurance 
,b  re|>eated  once  and  again.  For  promoting  thefe 
ufcfid  porpofeSi  the  Spirit  of  Cod  often  urges,  by  his 

fervants 
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fery^irts  tbe  prophetft  the  imporCant  de^lar^ns 
they  were  inttttfted  to  deUvQri  as  4o  the  iaftanoe.  be- 
fore  us.  f,.. 

7,  Your  iniquities;  and  the  iniquities  of  your 

fiithcrs  together,  (faith  the  Lord)  which  have 

burnt  incdnfe  upon  the  mountains,  and  blaf- 

J^hemed  ine-^ upon  the  hills:  therefore  will  I 

meafure  their  former  work  into  their  bofom. 

*  ■•        * 

»  ^The  reafbns  6ftht  fcverity  of  th^  thtcatened  judge- 
ments are  here  fubjoined  by  the  Lckd  himfelf.  Your 
iniquities,  who  have  b^en  reftoned  from  captivity  at 
Babylon,  whereby  you  have'  degraded  yourfelves^ 
indulged  in  grofs  wickednefs  and  odious  bypocrify, 
whereby  you  have  rejeded  the  lalvation  offered  to  yoa 
by  the  Meffiah,  offended  me,  and  deferred*  my  fervicc 
— .Thefe  are  the  procuring  caufes  of  the  calamities  yoa 
are  to  fuffer — And  the  iniquities  of  your  fathers,  who 
before  tha,t  captivity  were  addifted  to  all  manner  of 
idolatry  and  niperftition,  whereby  they  became  Uke 
to  the  heathen  nations  that  know  me  not;  As  a 
ftrong  proof  of  their  4efedioh  from  my  worihip, 
fCbey  buna  incenfe  upon  the  mountains.  Notwithftanding 
they  were  ftridly  commanded  ♦,  *  utterly  to  deflroy 
^  all  the  places  wherein  the  nations  ye  (hall  pofieJs 

*  ferved  other  gods,  upon  the  high  mountains,  and  upon 

*  the  hills,  and  under  every  green  t^e,  and  tb  break 
'  down  their  altars,'  &c.  The  fubfequent  conduA  of 
this  people,  who  were  exceedingly  prone  to  adopt  the 
idolatrous  rites  of  the  heathen,  plainly  (hewed  diat 
this-  was  indeed  a  wife  and  neceflary  precailtfoo. 
Notwithftanding  the  ftri6:  ptohibitims  delivered  oa 
this  fubjeft,  inftead  of  facrificing  in  the  place  to  wlfich 
they  were  required  to  bring  their  oflferings,  tbey 
prefented  their  facrifices,  and  burnt  incenfe  upontte 
mountainsi  the  hills,  and  high  places,  jsis  we  l^ionl  fton 

•     many 
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tnany  pa^gei  of  the  Old  Teftament.  By  adling  in  this 
manner,  they  difobeyed  the  authority  of  Jehovah^ 
they  derogated  from  his  glory,  they  rejlroached  his 
perfeAions  and  ordinances,  and  encouraged  neigh- 
bouring, nations  to  revile  and  fpeak  eVil  of  the  God  of 
Ifrael,  whofe  worfhip  they  had  deferted,  and  whofd 
lai;^  they  had  violated.  » 

•  Tber^re  wilt  I  medfure,  &c.  By  fuiting  my 
judgmentis  to  their  fins  (faith  the  Lord)  I  will  fully 
tepay  all  their  tranfgreffions.  Though  they  were  my 
peculial^  people,  who  were  called  by  my  name,  and 
blefled  by  me  above  all  the  nations  of  thtf  e2lfth,.yet 
after  they  have  obftinately  perfifted  in  rebelUoa 
againft  me,  and  filled  up  thb  meafure  of  their  iniqui« 
ties,  1  will  requite  their  former  wicked  works,  and 
render  into  their  bofom  a  juft  recompenfe  for  all  their 
eyil  ways  and  doings. — ^Thefe  and  fimilar  prediAions^ 
relative  to  the  deftrudtion  of  the  Jewifti  people,  an- 
nounced at  diflferent  times  by  diflferent  prophets, 
unconnefted  with  each  other,  and  accompUfhed  in 
their  feafon,  demonftrate  the  perfedl  righteoufnefs^ 
and  exadl  foreknowledge  of  Jehpvah,  who  is  acquaint 
with  all  the  adlions  of  men  in  every  period,  and  ren- 
ders their  fins  fubfervient  to  the  advancement  of  his 
glory.  Though  the  fulfilment  of  ancient  prophecies 
be  delayed,  yet  nothing  fliall  fail  that  he  hath  fore- 
told ;  his  couafel  fliall  ftand,  and  he  will  do  all  his 
pleafiire. 

8.  %  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  As  the  iiew  wine 
is  found  in  the  clufter,  and  one  faith,  Deftroy 
it  not,  iot  a  bleiHng  £r  in  it :  fo  will  I  do  for 
my  fervants  fakes,  that  I  ma}r  not  deftroy 
them  all. 

The  Lord. God  folemnly  declares,  that  the  awful 
punifliment  he  threatened  to  inflift  on  thepofterity 
of  Ifrael  fliould  be  moderated,  not  toward  the  wicked, 
{>pt  jvith  refped  to  his  chofen  generation,  vrho  were 

Vol..  IV.  .3  S     •  te 


j9f  .'  IZCTURtS  m  nM     OHAFrLXT. 


td  he&vtA  from  direful  caiamitiea.  even  as  Noah  mu 
refeu^d  from  tba  deluge,  and  Lot  from  the  deftroo* 
tion  of  Sodom.  A  re^inant  was  to  be  faved,  accords 
ing  to  the  eUdion  of  grace.  The  iubjeft  is  iHuftratad 
1>y  a  fimilitQde  taken  from  the  gathering  of  grapes  ia 
the  time  of  vintagei  when  the  bad  and  fpoiled  ones 
are  thrown  away— He  who  hath  the  infpe^Uon  of 
this  bufinefs.  f>bfervi'ng  fomp  dufters  of  good  grapes, 
that  might  yield  excellent  win?,  diireds  that  they 
ihall  not  be  oaft  away,  or  injured,  but  b^  carefiilljr 
preferved.^^iS^  wiM  I  do,  fy-c.  The  applicntion  of  Uiia 
<:omparifon  is  not  difl^cult  to  be  underftood.  Jeho* 
yah  deelarei,  that  he  who  orders  all  the  affairs  rehitive 
to  his  Church,  will  not  permit  his  upright  wqi^hippen 
to  be  rejeded  and  deftroyed  with  the  ungodly,  but 
will  mercifully  fpare  them  amid  the  multitude  of 
tranfgreflbrs  dqftmed  to  perifh — That  thofe  who  an 
united  fo  Jefus  Chrift,  the  true  vine,  who  pofleft  n 
living  principle  of  faith  in  Qpd,  and  in  his  Son,  wte 
•re  full  of  the  bluffing  of  the  Lord,  iseplf  nifhcd  with 
|he  graces  of  bis  Spirit,  and  bring  fprth  thofe  gpod 
fruits  which  are  acceptable  in  his  fight,  iball  be  deli« 
vered  from  the  terrible  calamities  inflidcd  on  thf 
wicked  and  hypocritical.  This  predidion  was  re« 
markably  verified  when  the  Jf  ws  were  ^ut  off  by  tbe 
Romans,  at)d  their  civii  wd  ecclefiafticsd  ftate  was 
terminated*  At  this  eventful  period,  many  of  tba 
difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift  efcaped  the  general  deiola- 
tion.  For  their,  fake  God  did  not  deftroy  all  that 
people,  but  feparated  his  fervants  from  thofe  devoted 
to  mifery  m^  death.  For  their  fake^  our  I/^rd  de** 
clares,  the  days  of  calamity  were  (hortened,  which  had 
they  been  prolonged, npffefh  could  have  been  faved*. 
-^What  ineftitnatrle  Ue^gs  are  the  fervants  of  Cod 
to  thofe  places  wherein  they  refide  \  What  gracioQi 
regard  doth  God  0iew  them  in  the  Son  of  his  loye ! 
%hatr  hoiiotir  hath  He  pxt  upon  thetn,  in  peril6us 
times,  by  not  only  delivering  tbera  from  danger^  buti 
m  their  account,  fparing  SmiUies  w^  cstics  I  How 

iHBh!^ 
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Hghly,  tb^ft/eogHt  the«f  to  be  «fte«iied«  en  whom . 

Rfts  the  bkfflng  of  the  Lord,  and  who  are  of  eflbntial 
benefit  to  the  focietits  with  which  they  ate  6on* 
pt&td. 

p.  And  I  ijrill  bring  fbrth  a  feed  out  of  Ja* 
C(^,  and  out  of  Judah  an  inheritor  of  taf 
mountains :    and  mine  eledl  {hall  inherit  it^* 
an4  iby  feryams  .fiiall  dwell  there. 

In  this  aad  the  verfe  whi<th  irmnediately  folIoWft^ 
the  Lord  God  promifes  to  beftow  upon  his  chofetf 
people  ^he  bleffings  of  his  providence  and  grace, 
wh^by  they  ihouldnot  only  be  refcued  .from  the' 
calamities  by  which  the  wicked  were  cut  off,  but  be 
elevated  to  the  pofleiBon  of  very  important  advan- ' 
Cages.  :  The  fubjedi  introduced  ia,  the  preceding 
verfe,  is  fo  explained  and  iUuArate^,.that  two  thingi 
feem  at  once  to  be  intimated,  the.  one  exhibiting  a 
ftrong  reftmblande  of  the  othet,  and  ftrvin^  to  adum- 
brate  what  is  chiefly  intended.  The  Almighty  *tle^ 
clares,  that  he  would  raife  up  a  numerous  pofterity  to 
the  patriarch  Jacob/  who  was  furnamed  Ifrael,  to 
whom,  with  his  fervantS  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  ht 
would  give  the  fecure  pofleffion  of  the  mountains  iti 
the  land  of  Canaan,  which  in  prophetie  language  are 
called  the  mountains  of  God.  That  rith  cbuntrj^ 
they  were  to  inherit,  as  the  portion  affigned  to  them 
by  Divine  providence.  This  citcumftanice  ferres  to 
reprefent  a  much  more  mOmentouSs  event,  to  Which 
the  pmphecy  feemi  efpecially  to  refer.-*-The  upright 
Worfhippers  of  Jehovah,  the  genuine  difeiples  of  Jefui 
Chrift,  who,  1  luppofe,  are  principally  intended,  wefe 
not  only  to  be  delivered  from  the  deftruAion  in 
whieh  great  part  of  the  Jewifti  nation  were  involved; 
but  to  enjoy  the  precious  Meffiogs  prefigu|^  by  the 
benefits  wherewith  that  people  had  been  favoured 
in  the  land  of  Paleftine.  The  fpiritual  pofterity  of 
Jacob,  the  children  of  God,  Ihall  be  invefttd  with  th« 

iacred 
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lacred  jHivilcgcs,  r^pcefented  by  the  advaatages  pe^ 
culiar  to  the^defcendants  of  that  renowned  patriarch* 
They  (ball  b^  honoured  witb  the  gracious  prefence 
of  God ;  they  ihall  have  accefs  tq  his  throne  of  grace; 
they  (hall  be  admitted  to  communion  with  hiai  in  the 
cxercifes  pf  his  worfliip ;  they  (hall  be  faToured  with 
bis  gracious  prote<flton;.  and  be  folaced  with  the  fruitf 
of  his  abundant  goodnefs,  wherein  they  (hall  greatly 
Irejoice. — And  mine  ek£lJbaU  inberit  it^  &c.  My  cho- 
fen  people  and  fiaithful  fervants,  diligently  employed 
in  my  fervice,  (hall  have  an  honourable  title  and  in* 
dubitable  claim  to  all  the  privileges  and  tdcffings 
contained  in  the  exceeding  great  and  precious  pro* 
mifes  of  my  word,  in  confequence  of  their  tntimate 
relation  to  me  and  th^  Mediator  of  the  x^ew  cove« 
pant. 

lo.  And  Sharon  ihall  be  a  fbld  of  flocks, 
and  the  yaHey  of  Achor  a  place  for  the  herds 
to  lie  dpwii  in^  for  n(iy  people  that  have  fought 

Sharon  was  remarkable  .  for  the  fertile  fields,  the 
rich  pafturage,  the  fine  flowers  and  fruits  with  which 
it  abounded,  and  for  t^e  fmall  inclofures  wherein 
flocks  of  cattle  refted  at  noon  and  in  the  night.  This 
figuratiye  e^pre(Qon  may  fignify*  that  the  people  of 
Cod,  who  are  the  flock  of  his  pafture,  (hall  be  favour- 
ed w|th  abundance  of  the  be(t  fpiritual  provifion,  to 
y^hich  they  (hall  have  eaiy  accefs,  and  feed  on  with 
pleafure,  in  the  moft  agreeable  tranquillity  and  re- 
pofe. — ^4'^  ^  vaOcf  qf  Achor  a  place  for  the  herds  to 
he  down  »|.  This  pleafant  and  fruitful  plain,  fituated 
p^af  the  city  Jericho,  was  the  fir(l  place  in  the  land 
of  Canaan  on  which  the  children  of  Ifrael  entered  the 
po(re(^op.  It  had  this  name  given  to  it,  becaufe 
that  Achan,  or  'Achar,  who  tpok  of  the  accurfed 
thing,  contrary  to  the  exprefs  command  of  God,  was 
thfirip  ftoned  to  death.  This  valley  was  given  to  them 
*'       '  as 
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as  a  dodr  of  hope;  or  ground  of  encoiiiragemeDt  to 
ped  that  .God  would  grant  them,  in  due  time,  th^ 
whole  prosoiied  inheritance,:  with  complete  vidorf 
over  their  edeifties.  In  this  place,  our  prophet  fisre* 
tels  the  htrds  (haU  li6  down,  after  having  fed  to  tfao 
full  on  the  luxuriant  pafturage  which  the  valley  af« 
forded.  More  than  temporal  good  things,  which  ths 
"Words  literally  denote^  are  doubttefe  included  in  this 
predidion.  Our  minds  muft  rife;  from  the  literal  to 
the  figurative  and  fpiritual  fenfe  of  the  prophecy^  in 
prd^r  to  comprehend  its  whole  import. .  Both  expreC* 
fions  ufed  in  tjiis  vfsrfe  ferve  to  intimate,  that .  tho 
IxNrd  iGod  wiU  .cqiidud.  his  fervant8,..who  feek  hios 
iviiUi  iUdfall  hearts  continually,  into. the  moft  eligible 
£tu^tions«  wherein  they  ihalLenjoy  thc^e  mercies  and 
piivilegeSf  mhioh  .  (haU  prove  pledges  and  preludes  of 
$1^.  precious  bleflings  whereby  they  (hall  be  fully  ia- 
tisfied,  in  the  grcefi  jpatlures.  of  b^s  word,  and  befida 
f  be:  ftill , waters  of  the  faaftuafy.      .. 

II.  If.sBtit  ye  art  they  that  forfake  the 
Loord^  that  forget  my  holy  mountaiii,  that  pre- 
pare a  table '  for  that  troop,  and  that  fufnifh 
the  drihk-ofFeHng  unto  that  number. 

Ifaiah,  in  the  name  of  Jehovah,  addreffing  his  coun- 
trymen, the  apoftate  Je ws,  fpecifiesfour  of  the  crimes 
00  account  of  which  he  denounces  againft  them  aw* 
ful  judgments — i  ft,  Te  are  they  that  forfake  the  Lord. 
Ye  have  committed  two  great  evils,  in  departing 
from  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and  hewing  out 
ciftern^,  broken  cifterns,  that  can  hold  no  water  *« 
Notwithftanding  the  high  privileges  which  the  Al* 
mighty  hath  conferred  upon  you.  you  have  moft  un- 
gratefully deferted  his  fervice,  rejeded  his  authority, 
and  preferred  the  worftiip  of  dead  idols  to  the  worfhip 
of  the  living  and  true  God.  fiy  thefe  deteftable 
pradices  you  have  provoked  him  to  anger. — adly, 

"That 
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Slfoi/btrgigf  wif  bofy  mamtam,  the  place  tbot  I  apfnb* 
priated  for  you  to  perform  mj  folemn  worihip,  and 
to  bring  my  oSerings,  that  you  might  fenw  me  in  the 
beauty  of  holineft,  and  enjoy  the  fymboU  of  my  gn« 
cious  pre&nce.  This  mount  Zion,  facred  to  the  pur« 
pofes  of  devotion,  ye  have  negled^d»  unmindful  of 
the  privileges  ye  might  have  enjc^ed,  and  the  mahi^ 
Ibid  obligations  ye  Ue  under  to  have  honoured  me  iii 
the  place  that  1  appointed*— 3dly,  nai  fr^are  4 
tabltjfif  ibat  troop,  Sec.  The  Hebrew  Woid«,  itn^ 
dered  troop  and  number,  were  probaly  names  givefi 
to  the  fun  and  moon,  to  whieh  the  Jews  wlire 
prone  to  yield  idolatrous  worfliip  *,  and  wbich  #efe 
anciently  adored  by  the  Syrians  and  PheniciaiiS, 
Tbefe  celeftial  lamina  vies  were  the  objefts^of  early 
veneration  and  homage^  as  is  evident  6on»  the  cautioli 
given  to  the  Ifraelites  by  God's  fervant  Mofei  f ,  wjMe 
be  bids  them,  take  good  heed,  left  they  corrupt  them« 
felves — *  left  thou  lift  up  thine  eyes  unto  heaven,  and 
*  when  thou  feeft  the  fun,  and  the  moon,  and  the  ftars, 
^evenaU  the  hoft  of heavdn,thou  fteuldft be in^^ed 
\  to  werflitp  them«'«~4i^f«  Notwitbflandingi  for  tbem 
they  prepared  a  table,  after  the  manner  df  the  heathen 
nations,  and  ofiered  to. them  thofe  drink- oflfcriogs 
which  ought  to  have  been  prefented  to  the  true  God, 
-— 1  fuppofe  the  words  admit  of  a  more  refined  ipiritual 
fenfe,  and  may  comprehend  a  more  improved  kind 
of  fuperftition  and  idolatry,  of  which  they  are  gtiihy 
who  worfliip,  befide  the  living  God,  thofe  who  If 
nature  are  no  gods,  and  who  direA  the  homage  they 
yield  to  him,  not  through  the  one  Mediator  only,  but 
through  the  merits  and  interceffion  of  a  number  of 
advocates,  on  whofe  interpofition  they  place  great 
confidence.  Such  people  come  under  this  defcrtptioni 
and  expofe  themfelves  to  the  awful  judgdments  men* 
^ioned  in  the  following  verfes» 

12.  Therefore 

♦  Jer:  tS.  i8.  ,  -Ji  Deat  it,  i  j.  afff* 
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12.  Therefore  will  I  number  you  to  the 
fword,  and  ye  (hall  all  bow  down  to  the  flaugh«» 
ter:  becaufe  when  I  called,  ye  did  not  anfwer; 
when  I  fpake,  ye  did  not  hear,  but  did  evil 
before  mine  eyes,  and  did  choofe  that  wherein 
I  delighted  not. 

Awful  puniihtnent  is  denounced  by  the  Lord  God, 
to  whom  vengeance  belongeth,  againft  the  profane, 
idolatrous,  and  hypocritical,  on  account  of  the  enor'* 
inous  crimes  that  are  ezprefsly  fpecified,  Thofe  who, 
from  falfe  and  unworthy  appreheniions  of  the  blefled 
Godi  worihip  him,  not  accordmg  to  his  own  prefcrip- 
tions,  but  in  a  manner  fuited  to  their  own  foolifli 
unaginatbns,  who  forfake  the  Lord  and  ferve  other 
gods,  (hall  fufier  the  ponifhment  of  the  fword,  or  be 
llain  by  other  hoftile  weapons  employed  for  their 
deftrudion.  And  though  the  fword  may  feem  to 
devour  promifcuoully  one  as  well  as  another,  yet  the 
luperintending  hand  of  Providence  fhall  prevent  it 
from  exceeding  the  number  afligned  to  that  calamity* 
— ,4fwf  yeJbaH  bow  down  to  tbejlaugbter.  As  ye  have 
proftrated  yourlelves  before  the  idols  that  ye  have 
Served,  fo  ye  (hall  have  the  jult  retribution  of  your 
crimes;  ye  fhall  bow  down  to  receive  the  fatal  blow, 
whereby  as  fheep  ye  (hall  be  flaughtered.  The  rea-» 
fons  of  this  threatened  judgment  are  fubjoined  in  th^ 
following  words. — Becaufe  when  I  called  ye  did  mt 
an/wer^  &c«  By  the  prot'uiion  of  bleffings  I  have 
conferred  on  you;  by  the  fevere  chaHifements  I  have 
inflided  on  you  in  the  courfe  of  my  providence ;  by 
the  intimations  of  my  will  given  in  my  law ;  by  the 
inftru^ipns  of  my  fervants;  the  remonftrances  of  con- 
ference ;  and  the  motions  of  my  good  Spirit,  I  have 
called  upon  you  to  attend  to  the  things  that  bebng 
to  your  peace,  and  to  avoid  the  evils  and  dangers  you 
have  iQcprred.  Notwithflanding  1  have  calli^d  to 
you  ilt  thefe  various  ways  with  peculiar  earneitnef^ 

and 
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.  and  rpoken  to  ^ou  on  the  moft  intereiling  fubjeds,  je 
did  not  anfwer  or  regard.  How  aftonifhing^  that  the 
Almighty  {bveifeigti  of  heaven  and  earth  (hould  have 
ipoken  to  his  people,  arid  they  would  not  reply ;  that 
the  heavenly  Father  ihQuhl  have  addrefled  h^  child* 
ten,  and  they  would  not  hearken;  that  the  jdl-wife 
God  fliould  have  inftrud^ed  thofe  who  would  not  at- 
tend ;  that  the  Lord  of  all  fhould  have  offered  mercy, 
which  men  would  not  accept !— Are  there  not  many 
smong  us  to  whom  God  hath  fpoken,  who  refufe  to 
hearken  to  his  voice,'  and  to  defift  from  their  tranfl 
greffions  ?  They  are  fufpicious  of  God's  wiUingnefs  to 
fave  them,  whilft  they  continue  averfe  to  come  to  the 
Saviour,  that  they  may  have  life.  They  fuppofe,  that 
were  he  as  willing  to  fave  them  as  they  are  to  be 
laved,  they  would  not  be  in  the  fmallefl  danger.  The 
very  reverfe  of  this  is  the  truth  ;  for  the  chief  part 
of  the  falvation  which  God  calls  us  to  accept,  confifts 
in  deliverance  from  the  love  and  pradice  of  fin.  Now^ 
there  are  not  a  few  who  confider  freedom  from  the 
fervice  of  iniquity  as  a  bereavement,  or  confinement, 
rather  than  a  favour  and  privilege,  and  therefore  de-- 
clinc  to  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord. — And  did  ev3 
before  mine  eyes^  &c.  The  ezpreifion  may  be  under- 
fiood  in  its  utmoft  latitude,  comprehending  every 
error,  in  principle  and  pradice,  committed  by  the 
Jews,  contrary  to  what  God  had  prefcribed  for  their 
obfervance.  God  required  from  them  fpiritual  wor« 
ihipy  they  were  pleafed  with  fubjedlion  to  carnal  Qrdi« 
nances ;  God  required  them  to  be  denied  to  their  own 
righteoufnefs  as  the  ground  of  their  acceptance, 
they  ftumbled  at  this  ftunibling-ftone,  and  went 
about  to  eRabliih  their  own  righteoufnefs,  not  fub« 
xnitting  to  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  by  faith  in 
the  Mediator.  The  facrifices  of  God  are  a  broken 
iand  a  contrite  heart,  whereas  they  appeared  before 
him  with  minds  elated  by  pride  and  vain-glory.  In 
this  manner  they  aded  under  his  immediate  infpec- 
txon,  whofe  eyes  go  to  and  fro  through  the  earth,  be- 
holding the  evil  and  the  good.    In  thefe^  and-otfaec 

xefpeds 
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refpeds,  they  exhibited  a  ftriking  reprefentation  of, 
thofe,  who,  whilid  they  perform  fome  external  rites 
and  duties,  are  indifferent  to  the  fpiritual  fervices 
which  are  acceptable  unto  the  Lord. 

13.  Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord  God, 
Behold,  my  fervants  (hall  eat,  but  ye  ihall  be 
hungry :  behold,' my  fervants  (hall  drink,  but 
yc  (hall  be  thirfty  :  behold,  my  fervants  (hall 
rejoice,  but  ye  (hall  be  afhamed : 

14.  Behold,  my  fervants  (hall  fing  for  joy 
of  heart,  but  ye  (hall  cry  for  forrow  of  heart, 
and  (hall  howl  for  vexation  of  fpirit. 

In  thefe  verfes,  a  ftriking  contraft  js  ftated  between 
the  happy  condition  of  the  fervants  of  God,  and  the 
miferable  ftate  of  idolatrous,  obftinate  reje6lers  of 
Divine  inftitutions  and  Divine  precepts.  To  give  the 
greater  folemnity  to  this  predidlion,  it  is  introduced 
as  the  determined  purpofe  of  the  Lord  God ;  and,  to 
claim  the  greater  regard,  every  article  commences 
with  a  note  of  attention. — Thus  faitb  the  Lord  God, 
Behold^  my  fervants  JbaU  eat,  8cc.  Thofe  who  are 
devoted  to  my  fear,  and  do  the  things  that  pleafe  me, 
ihall  not  only  be  bleflTed  with  temporal  good  things, 
fuited  to  their  neceffities,  whereby  they  (hall  be  fup- 
ported  and  comforted,  but  they  (hall  feaft  with  de« 
light  on  precious  fpiritual  ble(fings,  and  be  abun* 
dantly  fatisfied  with  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  and 
the  facred  proviiion  of  his  houfe,  whereby  they  are 
nourifhed  and  ftrengthened.  They  (hall  eat  and  be 
fatisfied,  and  praife  the  Lord  *. — But  ye  JbaU  he 
hungry.  Ye  who  forfake  the  Lord,  who  negledt  his 
inftituted  wor(hip,  and  do  evil  before  his  eyes — Ye 
ihall  be  reduced  to  miferable  circumftances,  wherein 
ye  (hall  be  deftitute  of  every  thing  neceilary  to  gra- 
tify your  craving  appetites.  And  having  ungrate* 
Vql.IV.  3T  "fully 

•  Pfid.  xxS.  a«. 
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fally  rejcdled  the  urgent  invitations  giren  ycfa,  tar 
come  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  to  enjoy  its  pri- 
vileges, yo  (hall  be  for  ever  excluded  from  the  en- 
joyment of  them,  and  feel  thofe  confequent  painful 
fenfations  that  arife  from  difappointment  and  want. 
'^Behold,  tnyfervanu  JbdU  drihk.    They  ihtfU  have 
abundance  of  thofe  temporal  comforts  that  are  requi- 
fite  to  fulfil  their  juft  delires,  and  to  yield  them  en- 
tire iatisfadlion.     They  (hall  drink  of  the  ivater  of 
life,  that  flows  in  the  river  of  God's  pleafure^,  from  the 
fountain  of  life,  and  from  thence  receive  abundant- 
rdfrefhrnent  and  dohfolation. — But  ye  (batt  be  thvrftj. 
Ye.  who  are  of  the  above  defcription  (hall  feel  interne 
delires  of  enjoying  thofe  things  that  might  relieve 
you  from  the  painful  fenfations  whereby  ye  (hall  be' 
didreffed,  which  ye  (hall  never  be   able  to  attain. 
'^Behold,  my  fervants  Jhall  rejoice,  with  joy  unfpeak- 
able  and  full  of  glory,  in  the  manifold,  pleafing  tcfti- 
monies  they  receive  of  God's  providential  care  and 
kindnefs;  in  the  choice  mercies  that  he  vouch(afes  to 
Beftow;  in  the  ordinances  that  he  hath  in(lituted;  in 
the  privileges  he  confers;  in  the  fervices  he  requires; 
in  the  fubllme  pleafures  he  imparts ;  and  in  the  glo- 
tious  profpcdls  he  opens  to  their  view. — But yeJbcMhe 
a/bamed^  ye  (hall  be  covered  with  (hame  and  confu* 
fion  at  the  recoUedion  of  your  egregious  Folly,  and 
J^our  enormous  tranfgreffions,  which  (hall  be  highly 
aggravated  by  your  difappointment  in  not  attaining 
the  objects  from  whence  you  expefted  to  enjoy  confi^ 
derable  benefit.  ^ 

Beholdy  my  fervahls JhdU  fing^  &c.  Their  joy  (haQ 
be  unfeigned,  proceeding  from  the  inmdl  fenfations 
pf  their  (q (lis  ;  and  being  exceeding  great,  it  (hall  be 
exprcfled  In  fon^s  of  ^raife  to  him  who  hath  gratified 
their  delires,  granted  their  requefts,  and  fulfilled  their 
expedatibns.  The  couiiterpart  to  this  felicity  and  joy 
is  truly  ^fkOiing.^ButyeJball  cry  for  farrow  (^  hearty  J 
&c.  Through  cxceffivc,  pungent  grief,  and  vexation 
of  fgiyitV  your  joy  IhalU^  turned  inW  lUtmroing,  and 
ydur  laughter  into  he^mels :  and  ye  ihall  ^ee])  )uid 

'*•  '^-   *  •  howl 
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))owl  for  the  miferies  that  9re  come  upon  70u>-«pHow 
diametrically  oppolite  the  conditions  which  are  here 
defcribed !  the  one  a  ftate  of  affluence,  felicity,  and 
joy  ;  the  other  a  Qate  of  want,  mifery,  and  forrow« 
Cboofe  you  then,  this  ^^y.  whom  you  will  ferve  t 
whether  will  you  ferve  the  living  and  true  God,  who 
exalts  thofe  who  do  his  will  to  honour  and  happinefs^ 
or  dead  idols  and  lying  vanities,  fubjeAion  to  which 
ihall  terminate  in  ruin. — ^Thefe  predidtions  were  in 
ibme  meafure  verified  at  the  commencement  of  thf 
flew  osconomy  of  grace  ;  and  in  following  ages,  whe^ 
the  fervants  of  the  Mbft  High  did  eat  their  meat  witt^ 
gladoefs  and  finglenefs  of  heart,  praiiing  God,  re* 
^icing  in  his  abundant  goodnefs  and  great  falvation^ 
vhilil  the  wicked,  who  rejected  Jefus  Chriil  and  hi^ 
gofpel,  were  overwhelmed  with  ^c^lamity  and  ifxsr 
row. 

15.  And  ye  (hall  leave  your  name  fort 
curfe  unto  my  chofen :  for  the  Lord  God 
(hall  flay  thee,  and  call  his  fervants  by  anothef 
jiame. 

The  terrible  punifliment  of  thefe  wicked  apoftatef 
£rom  God  was  to  be  fo  eztraordinaryj  that  th0ir  dcr 
ilrudion  ihould  be  confidered  as  a  remarkable  io- 
fiance  of  the  feverity  of  Divine  judgment^.  The 
name,  which  it  is  foretold  they  fhall  leave  as  a  me- 
morial of  their  iniquity,  is  that  of  *  unbelieving,  difpt- 
*  bedient,  gaififay  ing,  and  rebellious  J  the  defignation^ 
often  given  to  them  in  the  Scriptures.  The  predic** 
tion  imports,  that  they  were  to  be  covered  with  ignor 
roiny  and  reproach ;  t^at  the  punifliment  of  their 
crimes  fliould  be  fo  gireat,  that  when  a  purfe  was  imn 
prec^ted  by  any  oqe  on  the  objeds  of  his  ezecra* 
tion,  he  would  introduce  the  people  here  fpoken  of 
as  exhibiting  an  example  of  a  very  grievous  male- 

di£Uon»    The  fubjci^t  may  be  iUullrated  by  an  inr 

ftance 
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ftance  Ibmcwhat  fimilar,  mentioned  hj  Jeremiah* 
where  it  is  thus  written  :    '  Thus  faith  the  Lord  of 

•  hoftsj  the  God  of  Ifrael,  of  Ahab  the  fon  of  Ko- 

•  laiab,  and  of  Zedekiah  the  fon  of  Maafeiah-:-Of 
^  them  fhall  be  taken  up  a  curfe  hj  all  the  captivity 
^  of  Judah  which  are  in  Babylon,  faying,  the  Lord 

*  make  thee  like  Zedekiah  and  like  Ahab,  whom  the 

*  king  of  Babylon  roafted  in  the  fire.' — Far  tbc  Lord 
GodJbaU  flay  tbee,  8cc.  A  change  of  perfons,  from 
the  plunu  to  the  fingular  number,  occurs  in  this 
verfc,  which  may  intimate,  that  every  one  whofe 
name  is  left  for  a  curfe,  (hall  fuffer  the  awful  punifli- 
ment  threatened  by  Jehovah.  Thou  Ihalt  be  cut  off 
from  the  earth  by  dreadful  temporal  calamities,  and  a 
violent  death,  and  thou  fhalt  perifh  from  among  my 
people  by  means  of  fpiritual  judgments.  The  na- 
tion {hall  be  defolated,  the  temple,  and  the  extenml 
worfhip  to  which  thou  art  attached,  fliall  be  aboli(h- 
cd. — ^I'his  prophecy  was  remarkably  verified  by  tbc 
terrible  flaughter  made  of  the  Jews  by  the  Romany, 
when  their  holy  houfe  and  Jerufaleip  were  ladd  in 
ruins,  and  great  part  of  the  people  perifiied, 

AndJbM  call  bisfervants  hy  another  namct  The 
name  whereof  our  prophet  fpeaks  is  not  an  em^ty 
title,  but  fuch  a  defignation  as  includes  a  juft  defcnp- 
tion  of  the  real  character  and  privileges  of  thofe  on 
whom  it  is  conferred.  The  appellation  of  Chub- 
tiANs,  whereby  the  difciples  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
were  diftinguiflied  from  Jews  and  Gentiles^  feems  io* 
tended  in  this  prediAion.  This  honourable  name,  of 
cxtenfive  import,  given  to  the  Church,  (though  al- 
moft  lofl  through  ignorance  and  error,  hypocrify  and 
formality)  \\  a  fmall  tribute  of  refpe^  due  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  from  thofe  who  are  faved  by  his  grace,  and 
fubje^  to  his  authority.  A  Chriftian,  indeed,  pof« 
fefles  the  mod  excellent  and  honourable  name,  that 
can  be  attained  in  this  prefent  life ;  that  intimates  his 
refemblance  to  Jefus  Chrift,  the  bon  of  God,  the 
Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth  ;  that  he  poflefles  his 

Spirit 

f  Cbap*  zzix.  2i»  sa» 
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Spirit  and  teoiper,  felicitous  to  imitate  his  peifeA 
ample*  It  denote^,  that  from  juft  views  of  his  fa* 
preme  dignity*  and  the  ineftimable  bleffings  con- 
tained in  the  falvation  of  Clirift,  in  reliance  on  his 
all-fufficient  mediation^  the  Chriftian  forms  his  fenti* 
snents  and  pradice,  according  to  the  lacred  model  his 
Lord  and  Saviour  hath  exhibited.  This  amiable 
name,  derived  from  thefe  circumftances,  is,  I  fuppofe. 
the  defignation  by  which  Jehovah  foretcls  that  his 
&rvants  (hall  be  called.  The  Greek  word,  ufed  in 
Ads  xi.  26.  where  it  is  written,  *  that  the  difciples 
^  were  firft  called  Chriftians  at  Antioch/  fignifies^thejr 
<vrere  Divinely  warned  that  this  Ihould  be  their  name, 
that  they  were  fo  called  by  Divine  appointment, 
agreeably  to  the  predidbn  before  U8.^-«-Though  it 
may  not  be  in  your  power,  brethren,  to  acquire  emi« 
sent  worldly  dignity  and  reputation,  you  may  never- 
theleis  attain  the  honour  of  bearing  his  name  and 
image,  in  whom  the  whole  great  ^mily  in  heaven 
and  earth  is  called.  Be  it  therefore  the  objed  of 
your  affiduous  purfuit^  to  exemplify  the  Chriftian 
temper  and  condud,  and  to  walk  worthy  of  him  in 
whofe  name  you  were  baptized,  and  who  hath  called 
you  to  his  eternal  kingdom  and  |;loryf 

1 6.  That  he  vrhoblefleth  himfelf  in  the  eardl, 
ihall  blefs  himfelf  in  the  God  of  truth,  and  he 
that  fweareth  in  the  earth,  (hall  fwear  by  the 
God  of  truth ;  becaufe  the  former  troubles  are 
forgotten,  and  becaufe  they  are  hid  from  mine 
eyes. 

Our  prophet  foretels,  that  the  happy  period  was 
approaching  wherein  the  name  of  the  God  of  falva- 
tion was  to  be  known,  honoured,  and  worlhipped 
bver  all  the  earth.  One  who  blefles  himfelf,  and  who 
would  be  indeed  blefled»  muft  poflefs  thofe  advantages 
which  are  requilite  to  his  temporal  happinefs,  fuch  as 

health, 
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kealtli,  pfolperity,  tranquillity,  liberty^  riches^  and 
long  life  ;  with  thofe  bidfings  which  are  utccSkry  to 
fpiritual  felicity,  fuch  as^remiffion  of  fins,  peace  with 
God,  true  holineis.  Diving  protedion  and  confolatioiu 
14  ow,  that  one  may  blels  himfelf  in  another,  he  inuft 
depend  upon  hini,  and  derive  from  him  all  thoiie  pre# 
cbus  benefits  which  are  eflential  to  his  felicity*  The 
auguft  Perfon,  in  whom-  the  fervants  of  God,  called 
by  a  new  name,  and  partakers  of  a  new  nature,  bled 
tfaemfelves,  is  the  God  of  truth,  the  only  true  God« 
er  the  God  who  is  truth.  The  Hebrew  woid,  hen 
rendered  truth,  denotes  the  certainty,  the  yeractty, 
the  importance  and  excellence  of  what  is  affirmed^ 
and*  is  ufed  adverbially  by  our  Saviour,  to  give  ibiema 
aflurance  of  the  truth  of  whiit  he  declares^  as  in  John 
iii.  3.  where  he  thus  fpeal^s,  *  verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto 
'  thee,  except  a  man  be  bom  again  he  cannot  fee  the 
'  kingdom  of  God.'  it  is  one  of  the  names  which  h« 
hath  afiumed  * ;  where  he  thus  writes  to  the  Angel 
of  the  Church  of  Laodicea :  *  Theie  things  fidth  the 

*  Amen,  the  faithful  and  true  Witnefs,  the  beginning 

*  of  the  creation  of  God,'  the  true  Meffiah,  who  came 
in  God's  g^reat  name  to  be  the  Light  of  the  world,  and 
the  Life  of  men ;  to  make  known  the  way  of  &lva« 
tion^  and  to  obtain  eternal  redemption  for  us.  He  is 
tb^  tcue  Godf,  poflefQng  real  divinity  with  the 
eternal  Father  and  Holy  Ghgft,  and  claiming  tbe  &nie 
perfedions,  operations,  and  worftiip,  which  belong  to 
the  true  God  alone.  Chrift  Jefus  is  aUb  the  God  of 
truth,  inafmuch  as  he  is  the  truth  and  fubftance  of  all 
the  prophecies,  types,  and  figures,  iniHtuted  under  the 
former  oeconomy.  He  is  the  true  tabernacle,  tl|a 
true  bread,  the  true  Prophet,  Prieft,  and  Kin^  of  bis 
Church.  Tbe  Words,  then,  under  confideration,  give 
the  real  and  proper  chara&er  of  Jefus  Chrift,  cono»:ii« 
ing  whom  it  is  foretold,  *  That  men  fliall  be  hldbd 

*  in  him,  and  all  nations  fliall  call  him  bllefled  ^^^ 
Whilft  worldly  men  bfels  themfeives  ia  the  abuo* 

daoce 
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dance  of  their  wealth,  the  fervants  of  God  (hall  blefs 
themfelves  in  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  their  Saviour,  their . 
righteoufnefs,  their  ftrength,  their  portion,  and  who  tO: 
them  is  all  in  all. 

jind  be  thai  fwearctb  in  the  earth,  &c.  An  oath 
is  an  a£t  of  facred  homage,  wherein  the  attributes  of 
Jehovah  ate  acknowledged,  and  a  fdemn  appeal  is 
xliade  to  the  true  Omnifcient  God,  the  avenger  of 
fklfehood,  as  witnefs  of  the  truth  of  what  is  affertedi 
Swearing  by  the  G6d  of  truth  denotes,  that  in  thhi 
manner  people  (hall  teftify  their  refpeft  and  fubjcc- 
tion  to  him  that  lireth  and  reigneth  over  all.  The 
•  predidion  plainly  intimates,  that  the  true  God  fliall 
become  the  only  cbjeft  of  religious  wor(hip;  that 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  being  emancipated  from 
idolatry  and  fuperftition,  (hall  honour  him,  and  give 
him  the  glory  due  to  his  great  name. — It  is  added, 
as  a  reafon  of  this  happy  change  in  men's  fentiments 
and  praftice — Becauje  the  former  troubles  are  forgot^ 
ten.  Idolatry  and  fuperftition  being  abolifhed,  and 
ttie  Gentile  nations  brought  to  the  faith  and  obedience 
of  the  true  0(A^  many  caufes  of  the  diforders  and 
calamities  whereby  people  had  been  afflidted  Woula 
be  removed  fo  effcftually,  that  the  very  remembrance 
of  thefe  evils  (hould  be  obliterated  j  nor  would  they 
be  called  to  mind  as  in  times  p^ft.  The  wrath  of 
God,  which  had  been  revealed  from  heaven,  tigainft 
all  ufigodtinefs  and  unrighteoufnefs,  to  the  fenfes  of 
mankind,  as  matter  of  experience  and  certain  faft,  (hall 
hot  be  fo  vifible,  hor  fo  recoUefted,  as  in  former  pe* 
tiods. — And  becaufe  they  are  bid  from  mine  eyes.  The 
horrid  fcenes  of  profanity  and  human  depravity,  on 
account  of  which  the  wrath  of  God  came  upon  the 
children  of  difobedience,  being  no  longer  the  objefti 
of  Divine  obfervation,  they  fhall  not  prove  the  fourccs 
of  advcrfity  and  mifery.  The  Divine  judgments, 
;which  they  juftly  merited,  fhall  be  rcflrained. 

1 7- 1  For 
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17.  V  For  behold,  I  create  new  heavens,, 
and  a  new  earth:    and  the  former  (hall  not  be 
remembered,  nor  come  into  mind. 

To  explain  and  confinn  the  preceding  predidion, 
the  Lord  God  explicitly  declares,  that  he  would  ele- 
tate  his  Church  to  a  new  and  glorious  condition, 
wherein  they  (hould  be  not  only  delivered  from  mzny 
evils  they  had  fuffered,  but  put  in  pofleffion  of  what* 
ever  is  requifite  to  their  profperity  and  felicity.  This 
prophecy,  to  which  we  are '  invited  to  attend  vrith 
pculiar  eameftnels,  relates  not  to  the  material  heavens 
and  earth,  but  to  an  extenfive  mighty  change,  which 
was  to  be  efieAed  in  the  fpiritual  world  by  the  omni- 
potence of  Jehovah.— In  delineating  and  embellifhing 
illuftrious  future  events,  Ifaiah  frequently  alludes  to 
the  memorable  adions  of  former  times  which  hold  a 
confpicupus  place  in  hiftory.  When,  therefoie,  he 
foretels,  by  the  Spirit  of  prophecy,  the  extraor^oaty 
happy  alteration  that  Jehovah  was  to  make  in  the 
fiate  of  his  Church,  he  fo  defcribes  it  as  if  uni- 
verfal  nature  was  to  be  renovated  and  changed. 
Nothing  of  this  kind  is  more  forcible  and  elevated 
than  the  imagery  taken  from  the  formation  of  the 
Yfpxld.^^1  create  (faith  God)  new  heavens  and  a  new 
tartb.  I  am  about  to  give  my  Church  a  new  and 
beautiful  form,  by  introducing  a  new  difpenfation  ot 
grace,  accompanied  with  other  privileges  and  ocdi« 
nances,  of  fuperior  excellence  and  glory  to  thofe 
hitherto  enjoyed,  with  new  modes  of  facred  accept* 
able  worfhip.  Under  this  osconomy  of  grace,  which 
was  eftablilhed  by  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  apoflles,  the 
whole  appearance  of  the  fpiritual  world  is  altered, 
both  in  refpedt  of  the  intercourfe  of  mankind  with 
God,  and  with  one  another.  The  falfe  gods  that  the 
nations  worfhipped,  are  removed ;  the  earth  is  pof* 
fefled  by  inhabitants  of  a  newdefcriptioo,  who  worihip 
God,  who  is  a  fpirit,  in  Spirit  and  in  truth.    The 
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darknefs  that  covered  the  earth  is  gradually  difpeU 
led«  the  fhadows  are  gone,  and  the  true  light  now' 
Ihineth  ;  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  being  riim,  with' 
healing  under  his  wings,  on  them  that  fear  GodV 
name.  Even  the  material  heavens,  the  fun,  the 
tnoon,  and  the  ftars,  and  the  earth  whereon  we  dwells 
ferve  new  purpofes,  and  are  viewed  in  a  new  light  by 
thofe  who  are  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works. 
Such,  if  I  miftake  not,  are  the  new  heavens  and  the 
new  earth,  which  the  Lord  God  declares, 

/  create^  and  W\\\  gradually  bring  into  exiftence.' 
The  material  heavens  and  earth  were  made  in  fix 
days,  whereas  thofe  which  are  here  intended  are 
formed  by  a  flower  progrefs,  that  the  difplays  of  Di- 
yine  power  and  glory,  exhibited  in  their  gradual 
eftablifhment,  may  be  contemplated  to  greater*  ad- 
vantage. To  make  way  for  the  City  of  bur  God, 
and  the  temple  whereof  he  is  the  light  and  glory,  the 
city  Jerufalem, and  the  holy  houfe built  onmountZion, 
were  removed.  Carnal  ordinances  were  abolifhed, 
to  give  place  to  the  fublime  fervices  now  appointed 
by  Jehovah.  Heathen  empires  were  overthrown, 
that  the  kingdom  of  God  our  Saviour  might  bg  ex- 
tended over  all  the  earth.  The  power  of  Satan  fhall 
be  deftroyed,  that  the  kingdom  of  righteoufnefs,  anS 
peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  may  be  enlarged 
and  eftabliflied.  And  at  laft  this  prefent  world  fhall 
be  confumed,  that  the  new  heavens  and  the  new 
earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs,  may  appear  in 
all  their  beauty  and  glory.  Thus  (ball  this  great 
work  of  God  progreffively  advance  toward  perfeAion, 
until  it  be  confummated,  to  the  honour  and  praife  of 
its  Almighty  Creator  and  Lord.  ... 

^Ind  the  former  JbaU  not  be  remembered,  &c.  Thefe 
words,  1  apprehend,  do  not  import  that  the  difpenfa- 
tions  of  providence  and  grace,  toward  the  Church  of 
God  under  the  Old  Teflament,  fhould  be  negledled 
4nd  forgotten.  The  prophet  Malachi  concludes  hit 
book  with  thefe  remarkable  words  :  *  Remember  ye 
*  tb6  law  of  Mofes,  ipy  fervant,  with  the  ftatutes 
..IV,  3  U  «od 
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*  ^nd  judgments  *.'  Whofa  then  is  wife,  and 
obf^rve  thefe  things  which  are  there  recorded,  (hall 
tfnderdand  the  loving-kind ne&  of  the  Lord.  By 
carefully  recollecting  and  ilud^ing  them,  acquaint* 
4nce  with  the  ways  of  God  is  enlarged,  knowledge  of 
illuftrious  perfons  and  events  is  acc}uired,  which  fervea 
to  eilabliih  faith  and  other  graces,  and  to  excite  to 
the  practice  of  holinefs.  By  comparing  the  Old  with 
the  New  Tef^^ment,  the  fuperior  glory  of  the  latter 
above  the  former  may  b^  clearly  feen,  whiUl:  many 
of  the  perfons  and  fervices,  mentioned  under  the  Ma- 
{ai<:  diipenfatiod,  es^hihit  in(tru£tive  figurea  and  typet 
of  gooa  things  which  were  then  to  come.  The  ex- 
predion  under  cpnfideration  feems  only  to  intimate, 
that  the  privileges,  the  happinefi,  and  confolationa 
belonging  to  th^  inhabitant^  of  the  new  heaven  and 
the  new  <;arth,  w^re  to  be  fo  traafcendantly  excel-- 
lent,  as  to  fun>afs  the  prerogatives  and  attammeota 
enjoy^dl  Pf  o\a  by  the  fenrants  of  Cod,  and  to  efiace 
the  remembrance  not  only  of  former  diilreflcs  and 
iprrow?^  bnt  alio  of  their  j.oys  and  triuraphsi.  So  gIori« 
ous  are  the  Qbjedls  of  contemplation  peie^ted  to  view 
in  ^He  gofpal;  fo  fublime  the  exerqifes.  Vi?herein  the 
Chufbh  is  employed ;  fo  noble  the  advs^ntages  where-« 
vritb  they  are  favoured,  that  the  recollofiioa  of  old 
^^ings  fij^ould  paJ9  away  as  a  viiion  of  the  night,  and 
be  called  to  mind  merely  as  paft  diftant  objeds, 
wherein  people  are  little  interefted,  in  ooxnpaciion  o£ 
^ofe  placed  before  their  eye^. 

18.  But  be  ye  glad  and  rejoiiCQ  for  ewi  m 
tkat.  vtrhich  I  create :  for  behold^  I  create  Jeni-^ 
falem  a  rejoicing,  and  her  people  a  joy; 

The  fervants  of  the  Moil  High  are  direded  to  be 
exceeding  glad  in  his  new  creation,  and  the  flouri(b« 
ing  ftate  of  his  Church.  It  becomes  you  to  be  cheer* 
ftil^  and  ta  exult  for  joy  in  the  pofldOBon  and  prof^ 

*  Qhapt  IT*  4* 
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pe&  of  f he  kieliimaUe  bleffirigs  and  privilegt^  pecd« . 
liar  to  thoft  who  fcrvef  tht  Otd  of  truth.  Let  youi 
joy  be  fuperior  Jcy  tha^  whtcft  reftilts  frbm  the  cpmi- 
nal  indulgence  of  corrupt  paffions,  which  poifon  hu- 
man comfiMtSi  whioh  excite  fedkigflf  of  Mgret  and 
difguft,  and  pfiovt  inimkal:  to  the  pradke  of  piety 
and  virtue.  Lei  it  exceed  that  nfiom^^ary  mirths 
which  arifes  from  the  expedation  of  the  bed  external 
advantages  in  a  prefent  world,  which  are  uncertain 
and  unfatirfjtin^,  and  often  interrupted b]^  weaiinefs, 
difcontenty  and  dejeiflion.  Be  you  glad,  with  that 
pure  and  permanent  joy  which,  refults  (rx»n  lively 
views  of  the  fublime  realities  of  tbe  ipiritual  world, 
and  which  is  admirably  adaj^ted  tp  eorreifl  the  inteqi-^ 
perate  effufions  of  extravagant  gaiety.  .And  take 
beed  that  your  joy  be  progreffive»  conflanti  and  per*: 
petualf  until,  through  the  influence,  of  the/Spiritof 
joy,  it  become  your  habitual^  fettled  lumper  o£^ 
n>ind.  1.         .. 

For  beMk  I  create  Jerufalem  a  rejoicu^^  &c.  By 
Jerufalem  is  here  meant,  as  in  maiiy  other  premier 
tions,  the  city,  or  Church  of  God  under  the  new  Tef* 
tietment.  This  highly-favoured  compiunit^i  Jehovab 
declare^,  h<e  will  create  a  rejoicing,  or  jo>L«  T^^,  ia^ 
cred  writers  frequently  attribute  to  the  fubjeds  cf . 
V^hich  they  treaty  thofe  qualities  in  the  abftrad,  which 
are  more  commonly  applied  to  them  in  the  concrete.' 
I'ihall  explain  what  1  mean  by  an  example.  For- 
cibly to  exprefs  the  emptinefs,'  inftability,  apd  unpro* 
fitkblenefs  of  man,  the  royal  Poet  fays,  in  one  wor4^  ^ 
•  Man  is  vanity  ^/  *  In  like  manner,  God,  by  our  pro^ 
phet,  calling  his  fervants  to  confider  the  great  things; 
he  was  about  to  do  for  his  Church,  UkYy^-^BcboId  / 
create  Jerufalem  a  r^okwg^  and  ber  peofle  a  Wf.  I 
will  render  the  fubjeas  of  my  kingdom  joyful  toemr 
fel Ves,  and  they  ihall  jm)ve  a  fource  of ,  giadnefs  to 
othet  people  who  ftiall  view  them  aright.  The* 
beauty  and  glory  of  the  new  creation,  its  tendency 
^wkrd  perfe&ion^  notwithftanding  every  obftrudion, 

the 
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the  felicity  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  God,  tnd  the 
high  fatisfa&ion  which  he  exprefles  in  their  profperity, 
jullly  entitle  them  to  this  defcription. 

i^.  And  I  will  rejoice  in  Jerufalem,  and  joy 
in  my  people,  and  the  voice  of  weeping  (hall 
be  no  more  heard  in  her,  nor  the  voice  of 
crying. 

•  •  •  4 

i  •  • 

Almighty  God  exprefsly  declares,  that  his  Church 
ftall  be  advanced  to  fuch  a  happy  (late,  that  he  him« 
felf  will  participate  in  the  joy  arifing  from  their  proC 
perous  condition.  This  pleaiing  fentiment  is  not  pe- 
culiar to  this  paflage,  but  is  aflerted  in  many  other 
places-of  Scripture  ♦.  It  certainly  denotes,  that  God 
will  manifeft,  toward  his  people  created  in  Chrift 
jfefus  unto  good  works,  the  moft  tender  affeftion — 
that'he  will  exercife  over  them  unremitting  cate  and 
attention — ^that  he  will  view  with  complacency  their 
flouri(hing,  happy  condition,  as  the  effeft  of  tus  own 
condefcenfion  and  gr^ce ;  as  exhibiting  the  glory  of 
his  Divine  excellencies,  and  bearing  deep  impreffions 
of  his  infinite  goodnefs  and  love.  This  city  of  the 
Lord,  rtfcued'from  the  hands  of  its  enemies ;  and  its 
citizens,  freed  from  their  vices  and  deformities,  fliall 
appear  without  thofe  fpots  and  blemifhes  where- 
by their  native  beauty  and  purity  was  ftained,  invefl- 
cd  with  the  lovely  image  of  him  who  created  thcm.-^ 
jtnd'  tbe  voice  of  weeping  JbaU  be  no  more  beard. 
Thefe  i^ords  muft  be  underftood  in .  confiftency  with 
the  order  which  God  hath  eftabUfbed  among  man- 
kind fince  the  introdudion  of  iin  into  the  world,  and 
their  prefent  ftate  of  fubjedion  to  the  awful  efiedls  of 
tranfgreffion  agamft  the  Lord.  In  this  view  they 
give  aflurance,  that,  in  the  happy  period  which  our 
prophet  delineates,  the  people  of  God  were  to  be  free 
from  public  calamities,  from  oppreflion  and  perfecu* 
tion,  that  give  rife  to  general  forrow  and  lamentation 

—That 
^  See  Jcr.  xxxiL  41.  Zeph«  iii.  17. 
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—That  piivate  diftrcfles,  which  give  occalion  to  grief 
and  mourning,  (hould  be  fo  moderated  *  by  Divine 
providence  and  grace,  that,  far  from  proving  prejudi- 
cial to  their  beft  interefts,  they  were  to  be  rendered 
ufeful  for  pjromoting  their  holinefs  and  tomfort-^And 
that  fuch  were  the  precious  bleffings  whereby  they 
ihould  be  enriched,  that  abundant  matter  of  grati- 
tude and  joy  in  their  liberal  Benefadlor,  was  to  be  £> 
conftantly  afforded,  that  all  juft  ground  of  complaint 
and  fbrrow  (hall  be  removed.->-Xeamed  men  do  not! 
agree  in  their  expofitions  of  this  prophecy,  and  ia  '* 
their  opinions  refpetSlrtig  the  period  to  which  it  refers.' 
Some  think  that  it  delineates  the  glorious  ftate  of  the 
Church,  of  God,  when  that  which  is  in  part  (hall  b^ 
done  away,  and  that  which  is  perfedt  (hall  come. ' 
Others  underftand  the  predidion  as  defcribing  the^ 
profperous  ftate  of  the  kingdom  of  God  under  the ' 
new  (economy  of  gi^ce.     In  depiding  this  fubjed, 
very  ftrong  expreiuons  are  ufed  in  prophecy,  which  * 
require  to  be  foftehed  to  a  fenfe  that  accords  to  the 
condition  of  the  Church  on  earth.     Of  thefe,  a  re- 
markable fpecimen  occurs  in  the  chapter  now  un^r 
confideration,  where,  in  aUufion  to  the  happinefs  of' 
the  inhabitants  of  Jerufaleni  in  ancient  times,  the  fe- 
licity and  gbry  of  the  Churth  of  God  under  the  New 
Teftamenty  is  reprefented  in  very  ftrong  and  ^lowin|^ 

colours. 

• 

20«  There  (hall  be  no  more  thence  an  infant 
of  days,  nor  an  old  man  that  haih  not  filled 
his  days  :  for  the  child  (hall  die  an  hundred . 
years  old,  but  the  finner  bang  an  hundred  years . 
old,  (hall  be  accurfed. 

Ifaiah  here  foretels  another  ingredient,  whereof  the 
ba^iiiefs  of  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift  (hall  confift, . 
whai  arrived  at  eminent  Iplendor  and  glory.  On 
this  verfe,  as  to  the  meaning  of  which  there  hath  been 
much  controverfy»  1  (hall  fay  little,  left  1  darken 
counfel  by  words  without  knowledge.    1  fuppofe  the 

ward 


5»6  .  LECTURES  ON  TU       Ciia9.LXV!i 

words  ctnoot,  confiftently  with  trath,  be  underftood 
iui  their  literal  fenfe,  and  therefore  it  is  requifite  to 
confider  what  may  be  their  figurative  ifsport. — Tbtrg 
jhall  be  notnore  thence  an  u^vu  <^^  daj^.  From  the 
time  in  which  the  accompli(hment  of  this  predidioq 
fl^U  commence,  fo  copiDUS  fliidl  be  the  means  of  in- 
llrudix>n  conveyed  by  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift, 
t})fit«  if  improved  aright,  and  accompanied  with%tbe 
pipixiifed  Divide  bleflio^,  there  (hall  not  be  ar  liu^ 
childv  in  underfianding^  AU  fjisdl  poffels,  e^ea  babea 
ia  Ghrift,  an  extenfive  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  word,  the  ways,  and  falvatioa  of  God.-W^'ion*  oUI 
mm  that  both  notfiUed  bis  da^i  whofecime  feems  to 
haye  been  only,  an  empty  fpace,  wherejio  little  or  no- 
thing  valuable  hath  been  done.  An  aged  perfoa 
ih^U  rarely  be  found,  who  hath  pot  employed  hii 
diijs  in  a&s  of:  true  devotion  and  real  benefiqence, 
whofe  mind  is  not  repleni(hed  wi]th  facred  knowledge 
and  Divine  gxzct.^r^or  tbe^  cbUd  JhaJlSe  an  bmdreA 
years,  old^  Very  yogng.  perfoni^  thofe  in  the  carlT^ 
ftages  of  life,  (hall  at  their  deceafe  be  pofibffed  q£ 
fpiritufil.  knowledge,  prudence,  Chriftian  experience,, 
and  attainments. in  holinefs^  equal  \o  thofe  who  have 
lived  to  old  zg^.-^SiUtbeJimer  hmg  anbundred  jeart 
oldfjba/l  be,  aectirfe4*  Ihe  impenitent  tiaa%reflbr^ 
fecluded  from  the  privileges  of  the  Churchy  notwith- 
i!anding  the  many  important  advantages  he  hath 
enjoyed,  and  reaching  to  the  utmoft  verge  of  human 
life^  (halLdie  accurfed.  Defervinpthe  cucfe  annexed 
tp  tranfj^relfion,  he  ihall  be  caft  out  of  the  kingdom 
of  God;;  and,  according  to  the  Divine  appointment, 
devoted'  to  everlafling  punifhment.  Such,  if  1  mif^ 
take  nott  is* the  meaning  of  this  abftrufe^predidion. 


21.  And  they  (hall  build  houfes»  andii 

them-,  and  tbeyuiall plant  vine^fard^y.andcat the 
firuit  of  thcfflf 


In 
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In  tlus  and  tlie  two  following  verfes,  the  peoplle  of 
God  are.  aflured  of  agreeable  fecurity,  and  the  conti^ 
nued  enjoyment  of  the  good  things  with  which  they 
are  favoured.  The  predidlions  they  contain  are 
delivered  in  terms  fimUar  to  thofe  which  were  literally 
fulfilled  to  the  Ifraelites,  under  the  Mofaic  difpenfation^ 
when  they  hearkened  to  God*s  voice  and  obeyed  hit 
commandments.  They  plainly  intimate,  that  tho 
external  circumftances  of  the  fervants  of  God  fhall  be 
comfortable,  and  greatly  preferable  to  what  they 
have  been  in  times  pad ;  when  one  built,  and  another 
poflefled;  wh^n  one  planted,  and  another  did  eat  the 
fruits.  In  proof  of  their  fituation  being  eafy  and 
pleaiant,  through  the  peculiar  care  of  Divine  Provi<* 
dence,  they  (hall  build  houfes  for  their  accommodation;! 
and  having  built  convenient  habitations,  they  ifaaU 
have  the  pleafure  of  pofleifing  them  andiilurbed. 
This  favourable  circumftance  may  reprefent  the  oom« 
farjts  and  ftability  of  their  fpiritual  date,  wherein  they 
ihall  be  blefled  with  every  thing  requifite  to  render 
their  fituation  pleafant  and  permanent.— -ife^  tb^ 
/ball  plant  vineyards^  &c.  They  (hall  be  employed 
in  themoft  agreeiable  and  profitable  exercifes,  by  meaiii 
of  which  their  circumftances  ihall  be  improved,  and 
become  more  and  more  defirable.  Nor  (hall  they 
be  deprived^  by  calamity,  fraud,  or  force,  of  fh^ 
delicious  fruits  produced  in  their  vineyards.  This 
article  may  figuratively  denote,  that  they  (halt  be 
engaged  in  promoting  the  interefts  of  the  kingdom  of 
God;  and  that  they  fliall  be  delighted  with  the  jovful 
confequences  refulting,  through  the  Divine  bleffing, 
from  their  prudent  exertions. 

a 2.  They  fhall  not  l^uild,  and  another  in- 
habit ;  they  (hall  not  plant,,  and  another  eat : 
for  as  the' days  of  a  tree,  are  thd  days  of  my 
people,  and  mine  eledl  (hall  long  enjoy  the 
work  of  their  hands* 

Trf 
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To  illuftrate  and  confirm  the  rimarkable  event 
foretold  in  the  preceding  verfe,  the  predidion  is  am<^ 
plified,  and  repeated  in  a  form  fomewhat  different. 
The  fervants  of  God  ftiall  afluredly  enjoy  the  benefits 
arifing  from  their  bciitding  and  planting ;  thejr  fliall 
have  the  fatisfadibn  of  feeing  their  labours,  both  as  to 
temporal  and  fpiritual  matters,  attended  with  happy 
efiedls,  in  which  they  (hall  largely  participate.-— Jbr  as 
ibe  days  of  a  tree  are  the  days  of  my  peopk.  Declin* 
ing  to  enter  upon  any  curious  difquilition,  refpeding 
the  particular  tree  that  might  be  intended  by  Ifaiafa, 
and  the  term  of  its  conthiuance  in  a  thriving  ftate^ 
it  may  fuffice  at  prefent  to  remark,  that  the  perpetuity 
of  the  promifed  bleilings  is  ftrongly  intimated  by  thu 
beautiful  fimilitude,wbereby  they  are  allured  their  pros- 
perity Ihall  be  long  continued.  Their  ufeful  and  pious 
labours  (hall  not  be  foon  terminated,  nor  (hall  they  be 
interrupted  or  retarded  by  ftrangers.  And  during  their 
long  refidence  on  earth,  they  ihall  be  vigorous,  flou- 
ri(hing,  and  fruitful  in  every  good  work,  increafing  in 
the  knowledge  of  God. — Mine  eleEtJhaU  hng  enjoy  tbe 
work  of  tbeir  bands.  My  cbofen  people,  that  1  have 
fet  apart  for  myfelf,  that  they  may  be  holy  and  with- 
out blame  before  me  in  love ;  thefe  chofen,  excellent 
ones  of  the  earth  (hall  reap  the  fruits  of  their  la- 
bours,  refpe&ing  both  their  temporal  and  fpiritual 
interefts,  not  during  a  (hort  but  a  long  period  of 
time. 

23.  They  (hall  not  labour  in  vain,  nor 
bring  forth  for  trouble  :  for  they  are  the  feed 
of  the  blefled  of  the  Lord,  and  dieir  ofispring 
with  them. 

* 

To  intimate  the  abfolute  certainty  of  this  deiirable 
event,  and  to  enliven  the  ezpedations  of  God's  pecu- 
liar people,  the  agreeable  aflurance  is  repeated.  Tliey 
(hall  not  be  idle,  but  employed  in  work  which  (hall 
prove  fo  fucceisfuli  as  to  be  fufficient  for  their  fub* 

fifteoce 
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fiftence  and  comfort.  They  (hall  be  free  from  the 
vexation  and  diftrefsthat  arifes  from  difappointment, 
and  from  being  deprived  of  the  fruits  of  their  induftry. 
They  (hall  poflefs  the  advantages  refulting  from  their 
labours,  and  the  plea(ing  fatisfadion  they  are  fuited  to 
impart.— iVor  bringfonbjbr  trouble.  Tlie  uneaiinefles 
and  anxieties  of  the  fervants  of  God  (hall  not  be  in- 
creafed  by  the  follies  or  by  the  affii£lions  of  their 
children,  which  in  great  meafure  (hall  be  reftrained. 
or  alleviated  by  favourable  difpenfations  of  provi- 
dence and  grace.— ^r  tbey  are  tbefeed  oftbe  blejed 
of  ibe  Lord,  on  whom  he  hath  conferred  not  only 
abundance  of  temporal  good  things,  with  profperity 
and  fuccefs;  but  alfo  enriched  with  fpiritual  be* 
nefits,  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  the  renovation  of  their 
natures,  the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  fupply  of 
their  neceflities.  This  bleffing  (hall  extend  to  their 
offsprings  who  Ihall  participate  with  the  parents  in 
the  benediftion  of  the  Lord«  This  agreeable  circum* 
ftance  (haU  contribitte  much  to  increafe  the  happinefs 
both  of  old  and  young.  What  a  delightful  fight,  to 
behold  the  accomplifhment  of  this  promife  ;  people, 
with  their  children,  enjoying  the  favour  and  bleffing 
of  die  Lord! 

24.  And  it  ihall  come  to  pafs^  that  before 
they  call,  I  will  anfwer,  and  while  they  are 
yet  fpeaking^  t  will  hear. 


The  molk  delightful,  profitable  intercourfe  (hall  be 
maintained  betwixt  God  and  his  fervants,  as  a  fatisfy- 
ing  proof  of  their  love  to  hit  {Mrefence,  and  dependf* 
ence  on  his  tender  compaffion  ^  and  of  his  paternal 
regard  and  peculiar  care.  They  Ihall  not  only  be 
favoured  with  immediate  anfwers  to  their  prayen, 
prefented  to  God  for  things  agreeable  to  his  will,  but 
fuch  is  the  infinite  giace  of  Jehovah,,  who  knoweth 
their  neceflities,  that  he  will  anticipate-  their  defires, 
and  relieve  their  wants  even  before  the^  exprefs  their 

Vqi..  IV.  3X  rc^uffts. 
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|!^queil8,  or  whilil  they  are  employcfd  itt  this  exenafe. 
StrHcing  inftaaces  of  this  fort  are  recorded  in  Scrips 
ture.  W\i\\fi  the  prophet  Daniel  was  fpeaking  ia 
^yer,  the  man  Gabriel  was  fent  to  give  him  a  fiiyoos^ 
able  reply  to  his  fupplications  *•  Cornelius  the  cenCis* 
rion,  when  engaged  in  prayer,  was  informed  by^  aa 
angel  that  his  prayers  and  aln>8  were  come  op  for  a 
memorial  before  God  f  •  .THe  Lord  God  declasss  by 
Ifaiah,  that  fuch  ibail  be  the  happy  privilege  of  Us 
fervants  at  the  time  to  which  thus  predidioR  nfess« 
Though  they  may  imagine  that  God  doth  not  hear 
ftnd  anfwer  their  fupplications,  yet  they  are  aSirisd 
that  he  wiU  regard  their  requefts  ;  that  he  will  ao 
cept  of  their  perlbns  and  fi;rvices,  as  ads  of  homage 
whereby  they  honour  him,  and  acknowledge  hisOi- 
Vine  excellencies.  Though  angels  may  not  defeead 
to  give  them  this  pleafing  intimation,  the  Hdy  Spi^ 
rit  may  fb  enlarge  their  hearts,  and  enliven  their  a£» 
fedions,  as  to  convey  comforti^Ie  returns  to  their 
{>rayers.  He  will  either  grant  the  mercy^  defired 
without  delay,  or  fome  more  valuahde  and  neceffiny 
favours  than  thofe  which  had  been  fou^t  What  aa 
ineftimable  privilege!  in;which  every  oneoogfat  to  be 
felicitous  to  participate*  By  the  fpeedy  ai^wers  of 
prayer,  you  inay  obtain  the  fulfilment  of  your  juft 
defites,  the  fupply  of  your  wants,  the.  redrefr  of.  your 
grievances,  deliyeran$:e  fjronv  trouUes,  and  fecurity 
from  evil.  *  When  yoii  find  trouble  and  Ibrrow,  ana 
9re  deprived  of  health,  ftfength/afHuenor,  liberty,  and 
friends^  and  are  deftitute  of  Divine  light  and  c^(d»» 
tion,  by  calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord,  you  ma/ 
have  reafon  to  iay  with  the  royal  Flalmift,  ^  He  heard 

*  me,  and  delivered  me  from  all  my  fears  and  diH 

*  trefles  %.*  For  this  you  hav«  the  beft  fecufky  ditt 
iieaven  and  earth  can  afford,  the  promift  of  tl^  Ood 
of  truth. 

25.  The  vrolf  and  the  Iamb  ftiaU  feed'  t»* 
^ther^  an4  .thQ  U6n  (hall  eat  fti^w  lil^e  die 

^    .  bullock: 

•  X)a&.  ix.  ai.      f  AOt  X.  4.     t^^^  nxtir.  4. 
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bullock :  and  duft  /bali  he  the  ferpeilts  im^at: 
They  fhall  not  hurt  lior  deftroy  in  all  my  holy 
mountain,  faith  the  Lord. 

liaiah  concludes  thk  portion  of  fab  prophecies  by 
03retelling  the  general  tranquillity  and  harafony  that 
fliali  prevail  in  the  Church  oi  God.  The  predidion 
18  ezprefled  in  terms  highly  figurative  and  allegoricaL 
The  animals  here  mentioned  denote  people  who  re* 
femble  them  in  temper  and  praflice,  as  1  endeavoured 
to  Ihew  when  illufhrating  Chap.  xi.  ver.  7.  and  8.— 
The  Wi^,  which  is  an  exceeding  fierce,  rapacious  crea- 
ture, and  greedy  of  devouring  its  prey,  exhibits  a 
ftriking  <vnblem  of  the  barbarous  enemies  of  the  flock 
.of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  are  remarkable  for  fav^e  cru- 
elty, and  eager  defire  to  hurt  and  devour  thetn.  The 
lamb,  well  known  for  its  innocence,  harmlefliiefs,  and 
ufefulnefs,  fignificaptly  reprefentis  the  difciples  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  are  diilinguiOied  for  humility, 
meeknefst  and  inoScnfive  behaviour.  Refpeding 
peribps  0^  theie  oppofite  natural  dtfpofitions,  it  is 
foretold,  that  thoie  of  the  former  defcn|^tioa,  being 
divefted  of  their  natural  ferocity,  and  converted  p 
the  faith  and  obedience  of  the  gofpel  by  the  power  of 
Divine  grace,  they  (hall  feed  together  in  the  green 
paftures  of  the  word.and  ordinances  of  God,  main- 
taining with  each  other  agreeable  intercourfe  and 
hannooy.«^The  lion,  that  is  reckoned  oik  of  the 
ftrongeft,  fierceft,  and  im)A  intrepid  btfaAsbf  the 
fpreft,  exhilHts  a  proper  emblem  of. the.  powerful, 
terrible,  blood- thirfty  adverfaries  of  the  peopk  of  God, 
who,  when  permitted,  are  ready ,  to  .ttor  thm:!  in 
pieces*  The  buUock  may  be  confidered  as  fymboli- 
eal  of  thtf  laborkms,  uiefvd  fervants  6f  God,  who  are 
under  the  peculiar  caie  of  the  great  Lord  of  all,  and 
-  emplc^ed  in  patient  conthiuance  ia  weU-doii|g.  Goji- 
.  ceraing  people  of  thefe  amtrary  tempers,  our  pro- 
phet fwetels,  that  thole  of  the  former  fort,  being  di« 

veiled  of  their feiocity. and  enmity  by  the  influence 
...     *  ^P 
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of  the  Holy  Spirit,  ax>d  rendered  mild  and  peaceable, 
they  {hall  fiimiliarly  feed  together  on  the  fame  filmple 
provifion,  and  be  nourifhed  by  the  doArines  of  the 
gofpel,  which  fliall  be  moil  agreeable  to  their  tafte, 
and  fuited  to  yield  them  fatisfadion. 

And  difi  JbaU  he  the  ferpents  meat.  The  ferpeDt, 
though  beautiful,  is  a  very  fubtile,  malicious,  poi« 
fonous  creature,  and  on  thefe  accounts  may  denote 
thofe  who,  though  they  aflume  an  agreeable  external 
appearance,  are  very  artful  and  defigning  meni  lying 
in  wait  to  deceive,  and,  under  various  fpecious  jHre- 
texts,  difcover  implacable  malice  at  the  fervants  of 
God,  whom  they  endeavour  to  feduce  into  nun^ 
and  to  hurt  by  their  deadly  poifon.  Such  peo- 
ple (hall  have  dull  for  meat ;  they  (hall  feed  upon 
thofe  things  which  are  as  incapable  of  yielding  fub- 
ftantial  fupport  and  real  &tisfadion,  as  the  duft  of  the 
earth.  The  expreifion  may  fignify,  that  the  perfons 
intended  (hall  in  a  fpecial  manner,  be  fubjeded  to 
the  curfe  denounced  Genefis  iii.  i4.-^that  they  ihall 
be  reduced  to  an  ignominious  condition,  wherein  they 
fliall  experience  the  unfatisfaftoiy  nature  of  whatfo- 
ever  they  choofe  for  their  portion.  Feeling  the  in« 
fupportable  wiei^ht  of  the  Divine  maledidlion,  a£tiog 
under  the  deftrudive  influence  of  ignorance  and  error, 
inftigated  by  violent  vicious  propenfities^  in  a  ftate  of 
deep  depreffion,  they  ihall  have'  recourfe  for  Tupport 
to  the  moft  trivial  and  contemptible  obje^ — 
3iey/bidlmt  hurt  fior4ejiroy^  &c.  To  conclude- 
That  the  bappinels  of  the  kingdom  of  God  may  be 
.  complete,  it  ihall  be  free  from  evety  pernicious,  de« 
'  ftrudive  annpyance ;  the  holy  mountain  of  God  fliaU 
not  be  mokrfttd,  or  injured  by  fierce,  infolent,  and 
cruel  enemies.  And  this  agreeable  fecurity  (hall  not 
be  confined  to  (bme  particular,  place,  but  (hall  be  ex« 
tended  to  the  whole  large  commitfuty  of  the  faithfid. 
To  give  certainty  to  the  predided  events,  and  to  ex- 
cite  the  pleafing  expedation  of  their  accomplifh- 
ment  in  due  feafon,  thefe  (blemn  words  are  added, 
Snith  the  Lord.-^Ti^  prophecy,  expreflbd  .mottly  in 

a  negative 
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a  negative  form,  comprehends  more  than  it  feems  at 
firft  fight  toindtide ;  and  is^ii^tended  to  affiize  the  fer- 
vants  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  the  time  approaches  where- 
in they  fhall  be  preferved  from  external  violence  and 
piternal  difcords,  and  be  blefled  with  the  undifturbed 
enjoyment  of  all  that  is  requifite  to  their  felicity.-— 
Such,  my  brethren,  are  the  new  heavens  and  the  new 
earth,*  which  the'Lord  God'hath  promifed  to  create 
out  of  the  diforders  and  confiifions  which  aboiind 
among  the  nations  of  this  world.  This  glorious,  hap* 
py  ftate  of  the  Church  of  God,  Ihall  be  graduaUy  in« 
troduced,  and  eftablifhed  by  the  omnipotence  of  Je- 
hovah, wbilft  many  alterations  and  defolations  may 
precede  the  completion  of  this  great  work.  As 
workers  together  with  God,  we  befeech  you  to  co^ 
operate  with  him  in  the  way  of  his  providence,  in  at* 
tendance  on  his  ordinances,  and  in  the  obedience  of 
his  commandments. — And  may  the  Lord  be  yiith 
you,  and  never  fyjl  nor  forlake  you.    Am«n. 


PR£LI. 
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SUCH  is  the  oonnedton  and  refemblaoce  between 
the  portion  of  prophecy  contained  in  the  precede 
ing  chapter,  and  that  which  is  recorded  in  the  ooe 
now  to  be  confldered,  that  the  latter  nay  be  viewe4 
as  the  amplification  and  the  illuilration  of  the  former. 
Haying  foretold  the  rejection  of  the  Jews,  and  tlie 
vocation  of  the  Gentfles,  liaiah  proceeds  to  obviate  aa 
objedion,  which  might  be  urged  in  the  profpe£k  of 
theie  great  events.    It  might  be  faid  on  the  aboliliofi 
of  the  Mofaic  ODConomy,  that  the  magnificent  teoiple 
built  on  mount  Zion,  which  had  been  eie^d  uid 
repaired  at  an  immenfe  expence  for  the  worflup  of 
tehovah,  would  be  negleded  and  the  houfe  deferte4« 
The  Lord  God  introduces  the  folution  oi  this  difficoL 
tyi  by  intimating  that  he  hath  a  far  more  fuperb  and 
glorious  habitation,  better  fuited  to  his  infinite  Majefty 
and  amiable  condefcenfion,  than  a  temple  made  with 
hands,  ver.  x,  g.        He  then  declares,  that  the  (acri- 
fices  prefented  to  him  in  that  houfe  by  the  widced 
and  hypocritical,  were  no  lefs  odious  in  his  fight  than 
the  deteftable  crimes  committed  againft  the  precepts 
of  his  law,  on  account  of  which  awful  judgements 
are  threatened,  ver.  3,  4.     ■    He  next  proceeds  to 
comfort  his  upright  worfiiippers,  who  for  his  (ake  had 
fuffered  many  injuries,  inviting  them  to  rejoice  in  the 
great  fuccefs  that  attended  the  vocation  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, which  is  fpoken  of  in  the  figurative  language 
of  prophecy,  ver.  5— 9.-— -After  which  he  exhoits 
his  fervants,  who  love  the  profperity  o£  his  Church, 
to  unite  in  teftifyiug  their  gratitude  and  joy  for  the 
j^bundancb  of  precious  bleifings  wherewith  he  would 
enrich  them,  ver  10 — 14.      ■  ■  This  is  followed  by  an 
awful  denunciation  of  terrible  calamities,  which  (hall 
be  inflidied  on  the  wicked  and  difobedient,  and  aa 
explicit  afiurance  that  he  will  bring  his  choien  people 
to  the  enjoyment  of  delightful  intercourfe  with  himfelf 

and 
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tmfhfen,  m  the  eutcifei  of  hb  iroi^^ 
4jn  the  condufioD,  all  the  pronufes  fcat*^ 
tered  thcoughout  th6fe  propheciei  are  ratified  abd 
oooifirined  by  Jehovah^  who  folemnly  teftifies,  that  in 
due  tiitie  he  wiU  perfed  the  new  hearens  and  the 
new  earth,  chat  the  infaabitaata  of  the  world,  behold* 
ing  has  glory,  may  be  induced  to  honour  and  woiihip 
hmi  yriM  makea  hb  Chttrch  a  praife  ia  the  earthy 


CHAP.   LXVL 

TRJS  faith  the  Lord,  The  heaven //  my 
throne,  and  the  earth  iV  my  foptftool ; 
trhere  U  the  houfe  that  ye  build  unto  me  ^  and 
where  h  th?  plaee  of  my  reft  I 


\  The  Lord  God  refolres  the  difflculty  which  nAAlt 
mrife  to  (bme  people  on  being  informed  of  the  deftrudioit 
of  the  Jewifti  temple,  aild  the  abolition  of  their  o:cbn(>« 
tny.  The  fubjeft  is  introduced  by  an  expreffion  ChafC 
is  truly  iublime  and  fhU  aX.  majefty,  which  intimates 
his  eternal,  immutable  exiftence,  his  infinite  grandeur 
and  inagnificenGe;  The  words  are  quoted  by  JeAis 
Chrift  in  his  fermdn  on  the  mount,  when  dimiading 
from  profatoe  fwearing  *..  They  are  referred  to  by 
the  nrft  Chtiftian  martyr  Stephen,  in  his  difcdurfe 
before  his  death  f ;  and  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  when 
jireaching  to  the  men  of  Athens  %.  They  are  not  to 
be  literally,  but  ^guratiyely  understood,  as  reprefent^ 
ing  the  immenfity,  forereignty,  and  dominion  of  the 
Creator  and  Governor  of  the  uniterfe,  whofe  prefence 
fills  both  heaven  and  earths— -jEfifovm  Umjthrtm;^\itxt 

my 
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my  gbtibus  excellencies  are  moid  confprcaoafly  diC^ 
phyed;  where  1  exercife  tny  authority  ovex  the  aniveffe; 
where  my  fervants  fee  tny  face,  and,  mth  unceafiuig 
delight,  celebrate  mypraifes;  and  where  they  partici^ 
pate  of  the  moft  refined  pleafores  and  joys.  How  ex- 
quifitely  beautiful  and  fplendid  that  throne  which  is 
fi>  nobly  adorned,  and  illuminated  by  confommate 
wifdom,  and  where  perfe£t  happinefs  and  harmony 
reign  for  ever !  Had  we  even  the  diftant  ;MN>%>eA  oif 
viewing  this  royal  refidence  of  the  Moft  High,  cim« 
oiity  and  ezpedation  (hould  excite  vigorous  endea* 
Tours  to  attain  this  diftinguiflied  honour. 

jfyd  the  eartb  is  my  jootjhol^  entirely  under  my 
fubjedlion  and  at  my  mfpofal,  which  1  ufe  according 
to  my  good  pleafure,  and  Where  led  brilliant  manifeC 
tations  of  my  prefence  and  glory  are  exhibited.  The 
univerfe,  comprehending  the  heavens  and  the  earthy 
is  my  habitation,  the  immenfe  theatre  whereon  I 
dii^Iay,  in  different  ways  and  degrees,  my  excelleocy 
and  majefty.-— Whilft  we  admire  the  conveniencies 
and  beauties  of  the  footftool  of  Jehovah,  whemm  we 
refide,  let  us  beware  of  clinging  to  it  with  our  beft 
affeiSions,  of  rejoicing  in  it  as  our  portion,  or  mourning 
fi>r  the  lofs  of  earthly  things,  as  if  our  chief  fislidty 
were  gone,  and  thus  render  them  impediments  in 
our  way  to  the  heavenly  manfions.  Let  us  often 
elevate  our  thoughts  to  the  throne  of  God;  let  us  ap- 
proach him  with  humility  and  reverence ;  let  us  walk 
before  him  circumfpedly  and  unblameably,  and  obey 
him  with  alacrity  and  cheerfulnefs. 

Where  is  the  baufe  tbmt  ye  build  unto  me?  This 
queftion  was  anciently  diret£led  to  hypocritical  pro* 
feflbrs  among  the  Jewiih  people,  who,  having  deco- 
rated the  temple,  which  of  old  was  coniecrated  to  the 
worfliip  of  Jehovah^  rejected  the  glorious  ^ofpei  of 
the '  Son  of  God,  unconcerned  ta  get  their  hearts 
purified  by  &ith,  and  to  have  their  lives  governed  by 
bis  laws.  To  peribns  of  this  defcription,  whofe  minds 
were  occupied  about  the  grandeur  of  the  material 
temple,  little  felicitous  as  to  the  adonuQg  of  the.hid* 

den 
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den  mian  of  the  heart,  God  faid,  *  Where  is  the  hoafe 
that.yebuild  unto  me/  The  inquiry  plainly  indicates 
the  little  valae  the  Almighty,  to  whom  belongs  the. 
world  and  all  that  it  contains,  fet  on  the  houfe  built 
fbr  his  worfhip  on  mount  Zion,  which  was  to  remain 
no  longer  than  the  Levitical  difpenfation.  However 
(lately  the  ftruAure  ye  have  ereded,  however  pom-- 
pous  the  Wprfliipye  there  perform,  they  are  unfuitable 
to  my  eternal  majefty,  and  infignificant  in  my  iightb 
Though  that  houfe  was  built  by  my  appointment, 
from  indulgence  to  the  pofteriiy.of  Lfrael,  as  a  figure 
of  the  true  temple,  which  God  hath  pitched,  and  nor 
man,  it  fhall  continue  only  to  the  time  of  the  reditu- 
tioa  of  aU  things; — ^nd  where  is  the  place  of  my  rejl^' 
Under  tiie  former  cecoiiomy,  Jehovah  was  pleafed  to^ 
choofe  ^on  for  his  habitation..  In  the  beautiful, 
hymn,  cdmpofed  probably  fay  Solomon,  and  Jung  at* 
th?  dedi<^tion  of  the  tempje^  the  requeft,  *  Arife;  O- 
Lord,  into  t by  reft/  is  foUo^Ked  with  this. alTurance; 

*  The  Lord,  hath  chofen  Zion-r-This  is.  hiy  reft  for 

*  ever ;  here ,  will  1  dwell,  for  I  have  defired  it*/: 
That  typical  difpenfation  being  abrogated^  the  figu- 
rative |.)lace  of  Jehovah's  reft  is  removed,  and  now,  as" 
faith  the.  proph.et,  '  the  Moft  High  dwelleth  not  in 

*  templt^  m^ade  with  hands/  The  place  of  his  peculiar 
refidence,  wherein  he  finds  complacence,,  is  not  the 
moft  fupe^b  edifice,  ereded  byihuman  art  and  power^ 
but  the  hearts  of  the  humble,  «nd  the  a^^Mblies  of 
the  faithful.  ..There  he  hath  fixed  his  habitation, 
there  lie  mtmifefts  his  gracious  pretence,  there  he  ap^ 
peass  in  his  glory  and. beauty,  thqre  he  dwells  with 
peculiar  dtUgbti  there  is  t)ie  place'of  his  reft..       :    ' 


2.  Fot^  ,aU.  thofe  things  Thath  mine  Hand 
made^  ami  all  thofe  tbingr  have  b^ny faith  the 
Lord :  but  to  this^  man  will  1  Xod^^even  ix^'^bim 
that  is  poor!  and  of  a  cdntrile  fpirit,  Wnd  trcn^i 
blfeth' ar  mt  Word.      '     ■         •      .   .        „ 
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By  ttitf  omnipotence  of  Jchorah  dl  things  were 
created,  the  heavens  with  all  their  hofts,  the  earth 
\vtch  all  that  are  therein,  the  fea  with  all  that  it  con- 
tains, the  world  with  its  fulnefs,  dl  derived  inmk  him 
their  exigence.  The  univerfe,  with  all  its  conflkii* 
ent  parts,  are  the  work  of  God.  By  him  all  thing* 
were  made  that  are  in  heaven,  and  tnat  arre  in  earth, 
vifible  and  invifible,  whether  thrones  or  dotii»ioo8» 
principalities  or  powers ;  all  things  were  created  bj 
him  and  for  him  * .  This  important  truth,  eftabliihed 
in  the  Scriptures  of  truth,  we  ought  devoutly  to  ae- 
knowledge,  with  thofe  around  the  throne,  who  wov* 
fhip  him  that  Ihreth  for  ever,  &ying,   '  Thou  ait 

*  W(Mhy,   O  Lord,  to  receive  glory,  honour,  and 

*  power,  for  thou  haft  created  all  things  f  / — Atul  aS 
iiofe  things  have  been.  All  the  revolutions  eSeded  in 
the  world— -all  the  difpenfation^of  mefcyand  graee— 
all  the  awful  judgments  that  have  been  inflifted  on 
the  children  of  men-«aU  events,  whether  proiperooa 
or  adverfe,  have  been  fo  ordered,  as  illuftiioufly  tc>^ 
dtfplay  the  glory  of  Jehovah,  who  worketh  all  in  aU, 
and  to  accomplifli  the  great  purpofes  be  had  in  view. 
The  fecret  operations  of  faith  and  obedience,  t^\iy^ 
pocrify  and  wickednefs,  have  all  been  done  i^der  nia 
infpedign,  whofe  eyes  are  in  every  place,  beholding 
the  evil  and  the  good,  and  who  fits  at  the  helm, 
fleering  the  refiel  of  hjtf  Church,  through  the  fea  of 
this  world,  toward  the  haven  of  eternal  reft.  And 
will  tbk  glorious  Jehovah  vouchfefe  to  notice  mea% 
unworthy  creatures,  finfol  duft  and  affies  ?    Tes ; 

To  this'mm  will  Ihlfi,  Sec.  Atttod  to  the  cfaa* 
rader  of  the  pePfoii  he  gracioufly  regards.  He  it 
poor  in  fpirit.  ..The  expreffion  doubtlefi  refibra 
cbidiy  not  tn  hist  external  circumftances,  hot  to  the 
temper  a»d  (km  ^f  hH  mind.*.  He  adoalfy  fe^tliai 
he  is  an  iodigentp  depend«i\t  cre^ure,  aed  that  all  bi» 
happioefs  and  comfort  is  derived  from  the  riches  of 
Ck)d^s  mercy  in  Jefus  Chrift/ ;  Convinced  of  Ua 
ineannefs,  of  bis  depravity,  guilt,  and  unprofitable* 
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nefs,  he  acknowledges  that  he  is  lefs  than  the  lead  of 
God's  mercies,  he  earneftly  implores  his  gracious  af- 
fiftance^  smd  thankfully  receives  the  fnpply  of  his  ne« 
celfities. — AndAe  is  of  a  anarke^ffm^it.    Confcbus  of 
his  manifold  tranfgreffions,  he  hath  a  feeling  fenfe 
of  the  malignity  of  fin  ;  and  deeply  affeded  with  the 
number,  the  atrocity,  and  defert  of  his  iniquities,  ha 
is  truly  humbled  by  a  penitential  view  of  his  ttef« 
pafles.     He  highly  prizes  the  method  of  relief  which 
infinite  wifilom  hath  deviled ;  folicitousthat  be  may 
DOC  ofiend  Ood,  he  patiently  fabmits  to  the  appcsni^ 
ments  of  bis  Frovid^e,  and  aims  to  yield  unreferved 
obedience  to  hii  ptGGtpt&.-^jInd  trembktb  at  mj  word. 
Reverencing  the  tremendous  majefty  of  God,  he 
(lands  in  awe  of  his  fupreme  authority ;    he  is  afraid 
of  his  dreadful  threatenings  and  alarming  judgments, 
4}eflrous  to  underfiand,  believe,  and  obey  all  the  diT- 
coverics  of  his  will.     Nor  is  this  tremor  a  fymptom 
of  culpable  weaknefs,  or  bafe  timidity,  but  a  proof  of 
becoming  fenflbility  of  heart.      How  tremendous 
that  voice  which  fmites  the  finner,  that  days  the 
vricked,  that  caufes  the  pillars  of  heaven  and  the 
foundations  of  the  earth  to  (bake  \ 

To  this  man  will  Ilook,faitb  the  L$rd,  with  fender 
legard  and  Divine  complacency,  that  I  may  advance 
his  befl  interefts.  1  will  fo  look  upon  him  as  to  com- 
xniferate  him  in  his  diflrefles,  to  alfitl  him  under  his 
weaknelles,  to  dire<3  him  in  his  perplexities,  to  attend 
to  his  fupplications,  to  make  provifion  for  his  necefli- 
ties»  and  to  comfort  bnn  in  his  dejecftions.  What  ho- 
nour, what*  happinefs  is  included  in  this  reviving  af- 
furance !  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  6ver  the  right- 
eous ;  be  beholds  the  upright  with  a  pleafant  coun- 
tenance, who  refiib  the  enjoyment  of  his  favour,  and 
the  fruits  of  his  loving-kindnefs.  After  contem- 
plating this  promife,  let  us  adopt  the  prayer  of  the 
man  according  to  God*s  own  heart.  *  Look  upon  us, 
*  and  be  merctful  unto  us,  as  thou  ufed  to  do  to  thofe 
f  that  love  thy  name  ^J"  And  let  us  cherifli  the  gra- 
cious 
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Clous  difpoGtions  peculiar  to  the  'mian  w&o  may* ex- 
pedl  the  accompUfhinent  of  this  comfortable  declara- 
tion, fpiritual  poverty,  contrition  of  heart,  and  pro- 
'  found  reverence  for  the  word  of  God. 

3.  He  that  killeth  an  ox,  is  as  jfht  flew  a 
man :  he  that  facrificeth  a  lamb^  as  if  he  cut 
off  a  dog's  neck:  he  that  offereth  an  obUtion, 
as  if  be  offered  fwine's  blood  :  he  that  burnetii 
incenfe,  as  if  he  blefled  an  idol :  yea,  they 
have  chofen  their  own  ways,  and  their  foul 
delighteth  in  their  abominations. 

Our  prophet  affirms,  that  the  facrifices  offered  by 
the  wicked  and  hypocritical  among  the  Jews,  being 
attended  with  enormous  crimes  and  profane  rites,  and 
not  prefentcd  with  pure  hearts,  according  to  the  Di- 
vine appointment,  were  an  abomination  to  the  Lord. 
They  intermixed  impious  ceremonies,  and  odious  fu- 
perftitions,  with  the  facrifices  which  they  offered  to 
the  Moft  High;  and,  by  perverfe  difregard  to  his  in- 
ilitutions,  they  profaned  his  worfhip,  they  contemned 
his  law,  and  defiled  his  houfe  of  prayer. — He  that  kiU 
letb  an  ox^  &c.  to  prefent  in  facrifice  unto  the  Lord, 
whilft  he  indulges  corrupt  paffions  and  criminal  prac- 
tices, is  no  lefs  guilty  before  God  than  he  that  com- 
mits manflaughtcr  or  murder. — He  that  facrificetb  a 
lamh^  &c.  whilft  he  obftinately  perfifts  in  tranfgreffion, 
is  no  more  acceptable  to  God  than  had  he  offered  an 
animal  prohibited  in  the  law  to  be  (lain  for  a  facrince. 
— He  that  offereth  an  oblation  8tc.  unto  the  Lord,  of 
whatever  kind,  which  he  profeffes  to  have  dedicated 
to  his  honour  and  fervice,  if  he  brings  it  with  a  wicked 
heart,  ads  no  better  part  than  if  he  offered  the  blood 
of  a  creature  prohibited  to  be  prefented  unto  Jeho* 
vah. — He  that  burneth  incenCe^  &c.  who  brings  a 
mixture  of  fweet  fpices,  to  be  confumed  on  the  gclden 
altar  before  the  Lord,  whilft  he  continues  in  the  love 

and 
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.and  fervice  6f<  iniquity,  is  no  more  pleafitig  to  hioi 
than  he  that  .does  hbmage  to  a  ftraoge  or  &lfe  god;. 
The  innport  and  defign  of  thefe  expreffions  feems  to  be 
fliortly  this :  So  exceeding  dcteftable  in  the  light  of 
.God  are  the  hypocritical  fcrviccs  prefentcd  to  hitn, 
from  bad  principles,  under  the  influence  of  vipious 
paflions,  that  they  are  no  left  abominable  to  him 
than  the  moft  atrocious  fins.  This  fentiment,  with 
>vhich  odr  minds  ought  to  be  deeply  imprefled,  is 
..contained  in  the  proverb,  which  faith,  *  The  facrificc 
•  of  the  wicked  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord*/ 

lea^  tbey  have  cbojen,  &c.  People  of  the  above 
defcription  prefer,  to  the  undiffembled  performance 
of  the  fervice  of  God,  the  foolifii  devices  of  their  own 
hearts,  and  choofe  rather  to  walk  in  their  own  evil 
ways,  ruining  to  themfelves  and  ofFcnfive  to  God, 
than  in  the  path  of  his  commandments.  Hy  (his  bad 
and  pernicious  choice,  they  violate  the  Divine  law ; 
they  contemn  the  authority  of  Jehovah  ;  they  per- 
vert his  falutary  inftitutions ;  and,  though  they  know 
the  judgment  of  God  refpedling  fuch  pradices,  they 
deliberately  commit  things  worthy  of  death,  yea,  they 
take  delight  in  what  they  ought  to  deteft. — This  im- 
portant circumftance,  exhibited  in  a  very  ftriking 
light,  places  the  charader  of  the  acceptable  worfhip- 
pers  of  Jehovah,  and  the  operations  of  their  minds,  m 
fuch  a  view,  as  to  render  them  matters  of  great  mo- 
ment. Let  us  then,  brethren,  take  heed  that  ouif 
charader  correfpond  to  our  holy  proftfllon ;  and  tha^ 
our  condud  in  the  fervice  of  God  accord  with  the 
fpirituality  of  his  nature,  and  the  rule  of  his  word,  fo 
as  it  may  prove  well  pleafing  in  his  fight,  through 
JefusChrift. 

4.  I  alfo  will  choofe  their  delufions,  atid  wilt 

bring  their  fears  upon  them;  becaufe  when  1 

taUed,  none  did  aniwer  j  when  I  fpake,  they  did 

not 
* 
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not  hear:  bue  they  did  evil  be£>ro  mine  eyeij 
and  chofe  tbat  in.  which  I  delighted  not. 

The  Lord  God  declares,  that  he  will  reeompenfe 
the  difobedient  aad  hypocritical,  who  have  abufed  the 
inftitutions  of  his  wor (hip,  by  infilling  on  them  the 
awful  judgments  that  they  dreaded.    They  bad  per<» 
verfely  chofen  their  own  ways,  a];id  took  pleafure  in 
their  abominations,  and  therefore  they  are  informed, 
that,  as  the  juft  punifhment  of  their  iniquities,  the 
Lord  God  would  deliver  them  up  in  righteoufnefs  to 
the  fervice  of  the  corrupt  lufls  wherein  they  had 
indulged.      They  had  diflembled  with  him  in  hit 
worfliip,  and  therefore  he  would  render  unto  them 
according  to  their  works,  difappoint  their  expectations, 
and  bring  upon  them  the  calamities  they  mod  feared. 
What  were  the  evils  whereof  the  Jewifh  people  were 
mod  afraid  ?    They  were  particularly  mentioned  in 
a  council  of  the  chief  priefts  and  pharifees,  of  which  we 
read,  John  xi.  48.  *  If  we  let  Jelus  Chrift  alone,  (faid 
'  they)  all  men  will  believe  on  him,  and  the  Romans 
*  fhall  come  and  takeaway  our  place  and  nation/  They 
were  terrified  that  the  people  would  believe  on  him 
as  the  promifed  Mei&ah,  and  yield  fubjedtion  to  him 
as  their  king— that  the  Romans,  confequently,  who 
were  jealous  of  their  power,  and  attentive  to  crulh 
every  thing  that  had  the  afped  of  rebellion,  would 
fend  againfl  them  powerful  armies,  who  might  deftroy 
the  temple,  the  place  of  their  worfhip,  and  lay  wafte 
their  cities  and  country.     Thefe  were  the  calamities 
which  they  mod  feared ;  and  that  they  might  avoid 
them,they  rejected  Jefus  Chrid  and  his  glorious  gofpeL 
The  event  of  this  condud  is  well  known  to  have 
deluded  their  expedatiqns,  and  to  have  been  accom- 
panied with  the  mod  awful  judgoients  that  were  ever 
fuffered  by  any  people.  The  certain^  dreadful,  ffieedy 
^defolation  of  the  poilerity  of  Ifirael  ii  exhibited  by  the 
prophet  Hofea,  under  *four  elegant  fimilitudes  f ,  (in- 
jfimating  the  fudden,  violent  deftrudion  that  awaited 

them) 
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tiiem)  which  mzj  be  applied  to  illuftrate  the  defolation 
here  predided.  They  (hall  be  as  the  morning  cloud 
and  the  early  dew,  which  w^re  foon  to  difappear 
through  the  intenfe  heat  of  Divine  judgments ;  as  the 
chaff  driven  with  the  whirlwind  out  of  the  floor,  and 
as  the  fmoke  out  of  the  chimney  are  fuddenly  carried 
away ;  fo  were  the  Jewifli  people  to  be  violently  an4 
widely  difperfed  by  irrefiAible  calamities. — The  caufiti 
of  thefe  tremendous  judgments  are  fpecified  in  tiie 
following  words,  which  are  very  nearly  the  fame  that 
occured  chapter  hiv.  ii.  where  the  reafon  is  alfigned 
why  God  would  number  the  Jews  to  the  fword.  To 
what  was  there  feid,  1  (hall  not  at  prefent  add  any" 
thing,  but  only  obferve,  in  vindication  6i  the  ways 
of  God  toward  tbem-^that  they  obftrnately  refufed 
to  amend  their  doings ;  that  thev  weft  extremely 
averfe  to  hearken  to  rq>roof,  ana  would  not  be  re« 
claimed;  but  perverfety  went  on  in  their  evil  ways^ 
even  in  the  prefence  of  God,  therefore  wrath  came 
upon  them  to  the  uttermoft. 

5.  f  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  that 
tremble  at  his^word,  your  brethren  that  hated 
you,  thgt  caft  you  out  for  my  names  fake^  faid. 
Let  the  Lord  be  glorified  ;  but  he  ihall  appear 
to  your  joy^  and  they  {ball  be  afliamed. 

Our  prophet,  in  name  of  Jehovah,  dire  As  his  dtf- 
courfe  to  the  difciples  6f  Jefus  Chrift,  who  were  td 
conftitute  the  fpiritual  temple,  wherein  he  was  to 
dwell  aft^r  the  material  temple  was  deftroyed.  He 
tddrefles  them  under  the  peculiar  charadter  whereby 
they  were  diftinguifiied  in  ver.  2.— Ye  who  tremble 
at  my  word,  fpoken  by  my  fervants,  diftinguifti  it  from 
the  traditions  of  men  -— wh6  receive,  believe,  and 
obey  it  with  reverence  and  awe ;  who  lay  it  up  in 
the  repofitory  of  your  minds,  and  obferve  its  precepts 
With  your  whole  hearts.— Liften  with  attention  to 
flie  mefl&ge  I  now  deliver  to  you  in  the  name  of 

Jehovah, 
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Jehovah^  and  coniider  it  as  coining  diret^y  from  the 
God  of  the  whole  earth.  Hearken  to  it  with  faith 
and  fuitable  afTeftions,  as  containing  what  is  highly, 
interefting,  and  what  ought  to  infpire  you  with  hope, 
and  confidence,  and  joy.— 25i/r  brethren  that  bated  you.* 
Thofe  who  with  you  are  defcended  from  the  (a me 
progenitors,  partakers  with  you  of  the  fame  hu- 
man nature,  inhabitants  of  the  fame  country,  and 
onembers  of  the  fame  community,  who  ought  to  havcr 
wiflied  you  well  and  done  you  good.-— Notwith/land- 
ing  the  manifold  ties  by  which  they  were  bound  to. 
regard  you  with  brotherly  afiedion,  they .  deteiled. 
and  contemned  yQU,  becaufe  you  received  the  gofpel 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  becaufe  pf  yoyr  poverty  of  fpirit,your 
contrition  of  heart,  and  reverence  for  my  word,  and 
becaufe  of  your  refemblance  to  your  mafter,  and 
your  unlikenefs  to  them.  This,  implacable  hatred 
they  difcovcred  by  cafling  you  out,  .or  excommuni^ 
eating  you,  according  to  the  predidion  of  theMeffiah 
recorded  John  xvi.  2'.  where  he  foretold,  *  They  ihaJl 
put  you  out  of  the  fynagogues,*  &.C.  They  have  roiC 
reprefented,^flandered/and  reviled  you,  as  thofe  who 
turn  the  world  upflde  down,  as  peflilent  and  feditious, 
as  the  filth  and  offscouring  of  all  things.  They  have 
excommunicated  you  from  their  fociety,  debaned 
you  from  the  congregation  of  Ifrael,  and  excluded 
you  from  thofe  advantages  which  othpr  people  ar» 
allowed  to  poflefs.  The  expreffion  may  include  all 
the  affliction  and  perfecutbn  which  the  early  difciples 
of  Jefus  Chrift  fuffered  on  account  of  their  firci^ 
attachment  to  their  Divine  matter. — ^Thefe  hardfhips 
they  fuftained  for  my  name^s  fake*  On  acccount  of 
their  fteady  profeflion  of  faith  in  the  Divine  miffion 
and  do&rine  of  Jefus  Chrift,  which  in  Scripture 
fometimes  bears  this  defignation,  as  in  Rev^  ii.  i3« 
where  he  applauds  the  Church  in  Pergamos,  *  becaule 
'  they  held  fall  his  nam^,  and  denied  pot  his  faith.' 
Xhe  language  of  thofe  who  cruelly  treated,  the  follower^ 
of  our  baviour,  wa&*<*-i;^/  God  be  glorified^.  jL^t^h^ 
attributes  of  Jehovah  be  confpicuoufl^  difplayed  by 

•        '  ^        '*-  the 
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the  punifliment  we  inflid  on  you,  as  the  judgment 
you  deferve.  Or  the  expreffion  may  intimate  the, 
contempt  and  ridicule  wherewith  the  fervants  of  the. 
Moil  High  were  treated  by  their  adverfaries.  You 
comfort  yourfelves  with  the  hopes  of  deliverance^  let 
us  fee  if  your  expedations  (hall  be  realized  by  re- 
markable Divine  interpofitions,  and  the  truth  o'*  your 
profellion  be  in  this  manner  vindicated.  In  the 
words  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah  */  *  All  that  found 
'  them  devoured  them,  and  their  adverfaries  f^icl  we 

*  offend  not,  becaufe  they  have  finned  againft  the 

*  Lord.' — But  be  JbaU  appear  to  your  joy.  God  fhall. ' 
magnify  his  name,  and  manifeft  his  regard  for  your, 
welfare,'  by  defeating  the  hoftile  defigns  of  your  ene** 
mies,  by  vanquiihing  the  evils  to  winch  you  are  ex«. 
pofed,  and  by  efpoufing  the  caufe  that  you  fupport* 
and  thus  afford  you  real  ground  of  gladnefs  and  re*  * 
joicing.    *  He  will  fhew  you  a  token  for  good,  that 

*  they  who  hate  you  may  fee  it,  and  be  aihamed,  be*  ^ 

*  caufe  the  Lord  hath  holpen  and  comforted  you  f .'— « 
jind  tbey  JhaU  he  a/bamed.  They  (hall  be  covered 
with  difgrace  and  confufion  when  they  behold  their 
expedlations  fruftrated,  and  their  attempts  to  exter- 
minate the  difciples  and  do<Slrine  of  Jefus  Chrift 
prove  unfuccefsful.   '  They  (hall  be  confounded  and 

*  turned  back,  for  a  reward  of  their  (hame  X*^ 

6.  A  voice  of  noife  from  the  city,  a  voice 
from  the  temple,  a  voice  of  the  Lord  that 
rendereth  rccompenle  to  his  enemies 

Thcfe  words  feem  to  defcribe  the  terrible  confe- 
quences  that  were  to  follow  the  appearance  of  Jeho- 
vah, *  to  the  joy  of  his  people  and  the  confulion  of 
their  enemies.  1  do  not  fuppofe  that  the  voice  of  noife, 
which  was  to  proceed  from  the  city  Jerufalem  and 
the  temp]^  on  Mount  Zion,  whereof  our  prophet 
fpeaks,  was  the  found  of  the  gofpel,  which  is  not  a 

Vol.  IV-  3^  tumultuous 
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titmaltuous  noife  }  not  the  try  ci  tbe  enocmons  crimM 
committed  in  thefe  places,  calling  for  vengeaoce, 
which  would  be  incon^ent  with  what  a  f«d  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  verfe.  The  Tociferation  here  in* 
fended  was  made  probably  hy  thofe  who  hated  mA 
excommunicated  the  difciples  of  Jefus  Qirift,  whoi 
terrified  at  the  entrance  of  the  Roman  armies  intn 
the  city  and  temj^e,  and  in  the  immediate  propped 
of  perifhing  by  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  Tlten 
was  fulfilled  the  prophecy  of  Zechariah*  which 
faith,  *  It  fhall  come  to  paft  in  that  day,  that  a  great 

*  tumult  from  the  Lord  fliall  be  among  them,  and 
'  they  (hall  lay  hold  every  one  on  the  hand  of  hia 
^  neighbour,  and  his  hand  fliall  rife  up  agunft  the 

*  hand  of  his  neighbour/-^^  mice  of  tie  Lord^  ikat 
renderetb  recom^fe  to  bU  enemies.  The  tremendous 
noife  made  by  the  hoftile  arfnies  mfliing  into  the 
city  Jerufalem,  laying  wafte  the  temple  of  the  Lord, 
and  executing  deferred  rengeance  on  a  pec^e  de« 
TOted  to  deftru^on^  feems  to  be  meant  by  tfab  ez« 
preffion .  This  dreadful  noife  may  be  called  the  voice 
of  tbe  Lotd,  to  intimate,  that  in  hb  adoraUe  provi- 
dence he  employed  the  enemies  of  this  hypocritical 
people  to  be  the  avengers  of  their  impiety  and  wick* 
ednefe,  and  thaft  it  fhould  be  very  great,  alarmingi 
and  tumultuous^^^The  above  predidions  were  re« 
markably  verified  to  the  firft  foUowert  df  the  Lamb 
of  Gc^.  Their  brethren  among  the  Jews,  the  fi:ribes 
and  pbariiees,  who  ought  to  have  treated  them  with 
candour  and  kindneis,  hated^  eiicommunicated,  and 
perfecuted  them.  God,  however,  was  gractoufly 
pleafed  to  interpofe  in  their  behalf ;.  whilft  their  ene- 
mies perifiied  in  their  fliame  at  the  deftrudion  i£ 
Jerufalem  amidft  hideous  cries,  the  difciples  of  Jefus 
Chrift  lifted  up  their  heads  with  joy. 

7.  Belbi« 
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7.  Before  (he  travailed*  (tut  brought  fi»rth ; 
hetore  her  pain  came,  flie  was  delivered  of  a 
man-child. 

A  new  fubjed,  ddfely  eanneded  with  tlie  former, 
is  here  introduced^  namelj,  the  wonderful  increafe  of 
the  Church  pf  God,  cfp^cially  among  the  Gentiles^ 
reprefented  under  the  beautiful  figure  of  a  woman's 
unexpected  deliveiy  of  a  child*  I  hope  that  none  of 
^ou  find  fault,  at  improper,  with  this  fpecles  of  alle«* 
gorical  writing;  wherdn  fometbing  is  meant  quite 
different  from  what  the  words  are  commonly  Ipiown 
to  exprefs,  which  opcurs  frequently,  not  only  in  pro* 
iane  writing,  but  in  the  facred  boc^i.  If  Ib^aih  knew 
pot  how  to  exprefs  himfetf^  the  alLwife  God  certainly 
idid,  and  he  jiever  iails  to  tt£b  the  Unguage  which  is 
beft  adapted  to  the  fubjefi,  and  the  end  he  hath  ia 
view.  The  Church  is  here  fpoken  of  under  the  em* 
blem  of  a  mother,  and  converts  to  truth  and  right-* 
coufnefii  as  her  ^children*  Her  being  in  travail  may 
denote  her  fruitfuhiefs,  that  from  her  proceeded  a 
nuttierovt  fpiritual  progeny,  compded  of  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  who  through  Jefus  Chrift  were  born  heirs  of 
eternal  inheritance.  Ihe  fpeedy  deUvery  of  a  man 
child,  may  intimate  the  fudden  introdu^on  aiid  ap- 
pearance of  the  Chriftian  Church,  which,  notwith- 
handing  every  difficulty  and  danger,  was  to  burft 
through  all  oppofition  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the 
children  of  God,  pofifefled  of  a  ftrong,  mafculinc 
vitty.-^fiej^e  ber  pain  came^Jbe  was -ddiver^d^  &c« 
rhe  apofiles,  and  other  minifters  of  the  word,  did 
indeed  fuftain  great  labours,  and  travailed  as  in  birth, 
until  Chrift  was  formed  in  men's  hearts,  until  they 
feceived  the  adoption  of  fons,  and  became  memberl 
of  the  houfehold  of  faith.  Though  this  circumftance 
ought  not  to  be  concealed  or  overlooked,  the  expref- 
iions  before  us  plainly  indicate  the  rapid  fuccefs  with 
which  their  exertions  and  fufferings'were  to  be  attend- 
ed,  fo  that  all  their  pains  and  forrows  were  to  be  ab« 

forbed 
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forbed  in  exultation  and  joy«  The  attentive  perufal 
of  the  Ads  of  the  Apoftle$,  and  of  their  epiftles  to 
the  Churches,  clearly  demonilrate  the  comfortable 
truth  we  have  been  coniidering. 

*  « 

8.  Who  hath  heard  fuch  a  thing  ?  who  hath 
feen  fuch  things  ?  fhall  the  earth  be  made  to 
bring  forth  in  one  day,  or  Ihall  a  nation  be 
born  at  once  ?  for  as  foon  as  Zion  travailed, 
(he  brought  forth  her  children, 

The  obvious  intention  of  thefe  words  is  to  magnify 
and  extol  the  furpriiing  event,  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  verfe.«p— Who  hath  heard  of  a  woman's 
being  delivered  of  a  child  before  (he  travailed,  and 
her  pains  came  upon  her !  Who  ever  regd,  or  heard 
of  fuch  a  thing,  or  who  hath  been  a  fpedtator  of  fuch 
extraordinary  things  as  thefe  to  which  I  refer  ?«— 
Shall  the  earth  be  made  to  bring  forth  in  one  day?  Shall 
any  confiderable  portion  of  this  earth,  inhabited  by 
the  children  of  men,  be  made  to  bring  forth  her  fruits 
in  the  fpacc  of  twenty-four  hours  ?  The  ground  re- 
quires a  confiderable  time  to  put  forth  buds  and 
.bloflbms,  and  gradually  to  ripen  its  fruits  to  mato* 
rity. — Shall  a  nation  be  bom  at  once  ?  Shall  the  inha* 
bitants  of  fuch  a  populous  kingdom  as  that  to  which 
we  belong  be  born  at  one  time  ?  Every  one  knows  that 
thefe  are  wonderful  events,  which  have  never  been 
heard  of  in  Any  country,  and  which  are  never  exped* 
icd  to  happen.  ^  A(k  now  of  the  days  that  are  paft, 
'  which  were  before  thee,  fince  the  day  that  God  ere- 
'  ated  man  upon  the  earth,  and  a(k  from  the  one  fide 

*  of  heaven  upto  the  other,  whether  there  hath  been  any 

*  fuch  thing  as  this  great  thing  is,  or  hath  been  heard 

*  like  it  *  ?*  Nothing  was  ever  known  fo  truly  admi- 
rable  and  aflonilhing  as  the  fudden  large  increafe  of 
the  Church  and  kingdom  of  the  living  God.  No* 
thing  was  ever  heaid,  or  feen,  or  read,  comparable 

to 
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to  the  wonderful  propagation  and  fuccefs  of  the  goC 
pel  after  the  refurredHon  of  our  Lord  from  the  dead. 
No  fooner  had  the  apoftles,  with  their  feIlow*labour« 
ers,  engaged  in  their  painful  work  of  bringing  people 
into  the  family  of  God,  and  put  forth  their  zealous 
efforts  for  this  purpofe,  than  their  word,  accompanied 
with  the  power  of  the  Higheft,  was  cordially  re- 
ceived, and  brought  forth  abundant  fruits.  The 
dodrine  of  the  gofpe],  fown  in  the  hearts  of  men, 
fpeedily  fprung  up,  and  fpread  with  amazing  rapidity 
throughout  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  infomuch 
that  the  apofUe  of  the  Gentiles,  writing  to  the  faints 
at  Rome,  fays,  that  their  faith  was  fpoken  of  through- 
out the  whole  world  *•  • 

9*  Shall  I  bring  to  the  birth,  and  not  canfe 
to  bring  forth  ?  faith  the  Lord :  (hall  I  caufe 
to  bring  forth,  and  fhut  fbe  womb  f  faith  thy 
God, 

The  reafon  is  afiigned  of  the  vaft  increafe  of  the 
children  of  God,  at  the  period  to  which  our  prophet 
looked  forward.  Figurative  expreflions  of  this  fort 
feeni  to. have  been  ufed  amomg  the  Jews,  and  doubt- 
Icfs  were  well  underllood  by  them.  In  a  time  of 
imminent  danger,  good  king  Hezekiah  fent  mefien- 
gers  to  Ifaiah,  faying,  '  This  day  is  a  day  of  trouble^ 
*  rebuke,  and  blafphemy,  for  the  children  are  come 
'  to  the  birth,  and  there  is  no  ftrength,to  bring  fortbf/ 
Great  troubles  were  come  upon  them,  from  which 
they  could  not  extricate  themfelves  by  their  own 
wifdom  and  ftrength,  and  their  help  could  come 
from  him  only  who  made  heaven  and  earth.  Where- 
fore our  prophet  was  requefted  to  lift  up  his  prayer  for 
the  remnant  that  were  left.  Viewing  the  words 
before  us  as  proceeding  from  the  Lord  God,  they 
forcibly  exprefs  this  important  truth,  Shall  I  begin 
and  not.  complete  my  work  ?   Shall  I,  who  in  the 

courfe 
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courfe  of  mj  pioTidence  mufibnnly  operate  for  tb« 
prefervation  and  continuance  of  mankind  en  the 
earth— 4Sball  1  decline  to  interpofe  in  favour  of  xnj 
Churchy  and  not  render  hiy  word,  and  the  eflbrfs  of 
my  ferrants,  effedual  for  producing  a  numerous  fptrit* 
ual  ptogeny,  that  may  be  to  the  praift  of  my  glory  ! 
Shall  I,  who  open  where  no  man  can  fliut,  and  ihut 
were  no  man  can  open,  adopt  fuch  an  imperfed 
mode  of  procedure,  and  not  crown  with  fuccefs  the 
exertions  of  my  fervants  ?  Shall  I  fow  the  incorrup* 
tible  feed  of  my  word,  and  not  accompany  it  with 
the  power  of  my  Spirit,  that  it  may  become  (^&aal 
for  multiplying  the  fubjeds  of  my  kingdom  ?  Spch 
condud  1  entirely  difavow ;  and,  by  aikiog  thefe 
queftions,  I  place  the  impropriety  pf  it  in  a  very  coQ- 
fpicuous  light,  that  ye  may  be  fuUy  &t|s&ed  that  I 
will  not  withhold  my  hand,  but  m  the  fqlneis  of  time 
grant  fpeedy,  glorious  deliverance  to  my  Church,  as 
1  have  taught  them  to  ezped. — ^Thus  it  came  to  pafs 
when,  according  to  the  words  of  the  Evangelift  Mark, 

•  The  apoftles  went  forth,  and  preached  every  where, 

•  the  Lord  working  with  theqa»  confirming  the  vor4 

•  by  figns  following  t,' 

lo.  Rejoice  ye  with  Jerufalemi  and  be  glad 
with  her,  all  ye  that  love  her:  rejoice  for  joy 
with  her,  all  ye  that  nioum  for  her^ 

Thofe  who  are  deeply  interefted  in  the  welfare  d 
the  Church  of  God,  are  excited  to  the  pleafant  exer- 
cife  of  joy  and  gladnefs,  on  account  of  the  enlaigement 
and  increafe  of  that  highly  favoured  community. — 
The  invitation  isaddrefled  to  them  that  love  Jerufalero, 
who  feek  her  profperity,  who  feel  ardent  concern  for 
the  advancement  of  her  interefts,  who  cherifli  tender 
affedion  for  her  citizens ;  becaufe  of  their  relation 
and  refemblance  to  God,  becaufe  they  are  the  objeds 
•f  his  gracious  regard,  and  he  is  their  Redeemer,  Lord, 

and 
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mnd  portion.  With  them  are  joined"^  AH  ye  that  mourn 

Jar  ber.    Though  lefpedting  your  perfousil  interefts^ 

you  ha?e  reafon  to  felicitate  yourfelves,  and  to  be 

thankful,  you  have  great  beavinefs,  and  continual 

fonx>w  of  heart,  for  the  fmall  fuccefi  attending  the 

gofpel,  the  impenitence  of  tranfgreflbrs  who  keep  not 

God*«  law,  and  make  light  of  the  Saviour  and  hia 

£dvation— You  are  fincerely  grieved  at  the  injuriea 

offisred  to  the  people  of  God,  and  at  every  thing 

tending  to  mar  their  beauty  and  hapiHnefs,  or  to 

cxpofe  them  to  danger  and  calamity.   Perfons  of  thk 

defcription  are  required — To  rejtnce  and  he  glad  iMHik 

yerufakm.    The  invitation  fuppofet  that  her  citizens 

have  great  caufe  of  cheerfulnefs.    It  is  their  peculiar 

happinela  to  rejoice  in  God,  their  only  Lord,  who  it 

able  to  do  for  them  beyond  what  they  can  %fk  or 

think,  in  the  care  of  his  Providence,  in  the  bleffings 

of  bis  grace,  and  in  the  hope  of  his  glory.    The 

comforts  enjoyed  by  worldly  men  are  weak,  and 

infufficient  to  folace  them  under  the  preflure  of  afflic* 

lion;  whereas,  from  the  fources  of  ftrong  confolation,  to 

which  the  fervants  of  God  have  accefs,  they  derive 

joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory.   Thofe  who  tender^ 

ly  fympathiTC  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 

the  Lord,  are  repeatedly  called  to  rejoice,  and  be 

glad  at  their  increafe  and  profperity.    This  is  their 

indifpenfible  duty  and  high  privilege,  the  exercife  for 

which  they  ought  to  be  always  prepared,  and  in  which 

they  fhould  greatly  abound. — Pray  earneftly,  bi^eth* 

len,  and  ufe  your  heft  endeavours  for  the  peace  and 

profperity  of  J  erufalem,  and  then  may  you  hope  to 

participate  in  the  joys  of  your  friend  and  com« 

panions. 

1 1 .  That  ye  may  fuck,  and  be  fatisfied  with 
the  brea(^s  of  her  confolations:  that  ye  may 
xnilk  out,  and  be  delighted  with  the  abundauce 
of  her  glory. 

The 
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^  The  happy  confequences  of  fharing  in  thtf  privileges 
of  the  peculiar  people  of  God,  and  participating  of 
their  joys,  are  reprefented  in  figurative  language,  fug- 
gefted  by  the  metaphor  ufed  in  the  preceding  verfes« 
where  the  Church  is  fpoken  of  as  a  fruitful  mother. 
Here  (he  is  faid  to  have  plenty  of  fpiritual  provifion 
for  the  fupport  of  her  numerous  children,  who  are 
defirous  to  imbibe  largely  of  her  confolations.  The 
breads  of  confolation,  from  which  the  regenerated 
children  of  God  receive  their  fpiritual  fubfiftence,  mzy 
denote  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament, 
the  law  and  the  gofpel,  the  writings  of  the  prophets, 
and  the  apoftles  of  the  Lord.  Thefe  facred  records 
are  big  with  reviving  comforts,  which  folace  and 
invigorate  the  mind  that  is  anxious  to  obtain  refrelh* 
roent.  From  thefe  breads,  converts  to  God,  who 
rejoice  with  Jerufalem,  may  acquire,  by  means  of  the 
miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  the  ordinances  of  Divine  in- 
llkution,  and  the  exercife  of  faith  and  hope,  abun-- 
dant  fupplies  of  the  fincere  mUk  of  the  word,  which 
being  appropriated  and  applied  to  their  own  ure,tbey 
grow  thereby,  and  increafe  in  thofe  Divine  gifts  and 
graces  which  invigorate  and  cheer  their  minds.  From 
the  precious  promifes  relative  to  the  profperity  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ghrift,the  redemption  of  the  Church, 
the  gift  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  prefence  of  God  with 
his  people  in  the  difpenfation  of  his  ordinances,  they 
derive  much  reviving  confolation. — ^They  may  re- 
ceive whatever  is  requifite  to  animate  their  hopes,  to 
fatisfy  their  enlarged  defires,  and  to  nourifli  them  up 
in  faith,  holinefs,  and  comfort.  From  thefe  rich 
(lores  they  may  draw  forth  the  moft  pleafant  and 
wholefome  nutriment,  and  have  their  minds  cpn- 
foled  with  the  hope  of  everlafting  life,  promifed  in 
Chrift  Jefus — jind  be  delighted  with  the  £Jmndanc€  of 
ber  glory,  with  the  many  excellent  fpiritual  benefits 
and  privileges  whereby  the  Church  of  God  is  felici- 
tated, and  carried  forward  toward  perfeAion.  They 
(hall  be  highly  gratified,  in  a  peculiar  manner,-  with 
the  prefence  and  falvation  of  God^  which  impart  true 

happinelsi 
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bappioefs,  and  (hall  prove  to  them  whatthe  fun  is  to 
the  natural  world,  and  what  the  rain  is  to  the  grafs ; 
in  confequence  whereof,  they  (hall  adopt  the  words 
^f  the  royal  Ffalmift  *•  *  As  \ye  have  heard ^  lb  have 
*  we  feen,  in  the  city  of  the  Lord  of  Hoils.^ 

12.  For  thuis  faith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  will 
extend  peace  to  her  like  a  river,  and  the  glory 
of  the  Gentiles  like  a  flowing  ftrcam :  then 
Ihall  ye  fuck,  ye  (hall  be  born  upon  i&fr  fides, 
jind  be  dandled  upon  her  knees. 

The  fiitute  profperity  and  felicity  of  the  Church  of 
6od  is  introduced  as  a  powerful  motive  to  induce 
them  to  be  glad  and  to  rejoice.— Thus  faich  the  Lord, 
the  eternal,  omnipotent,  and  faithful  God,  who  will 
moH  certainly  fulfil  all  his  promifes  and  predi£tion^ 
relative  to  the  happinefs  of  his  people.-— Behold,  at- 
tentively confider  the  fure  ground  of  exultation  and 
joy,  of  which  I  now  give  you  explicit  affuratice — I 
will  extend^  to  the  citizens  of  Jerufalem  vafl  abund- 
ance of  all  manner  of  bleffings  requifite  to  their  prof- 
perity.  They  fhall  poffefs  internal  quietude  and  fe- 
renity,  arifing  from  a  comfortable  fenfe  of  my  loving* 
kindnefs,  from  cordial  acquiefcence  in  the  Divine 
difpofals,  and  placid  fubmiflion  to  my  Will.  They 
Ihall  alfo  be  favoured  with  eiternal  tranquillity,  free- 
dom  from  perfecution  and  the  annoyances  of  ene- 
mies. To  intimate  the  very  great  copioufnefs  of 
thefe  precious  benefits,  they  are  compared  to  a  river 
overflowing  its  banks,  extending  its  waters  far  and 
wide,  covering  and  frudifying  the  adjacent  grounds* 
In  reference  to  this  well-known  fimilitude,  Jehovah 
declares,  that  he  will  convey  to  his  Church,  in  large 
meafures,  the  ineftimable  bleflings  which  conftitute 
their  happinefs  and  glory. — jind  tbe  ghry  of  the  Gen^ 
tihs  as  a  Jhwmg  Jiream.  This  article  of  the  pro- 
phecy is  likewile  illuftiated  by  a  beautiful  compari- 
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^n.  As  a  nowiitg  ftream  is  rapidlj  and  incefinlly 
conveying  its  pure  waters  along  theehann^  in  which 
It  runs,  to  the  plaee  of  tbek  deftinationyfib' die  Lord- 
God  will  impart  to  bb  people' vaft  abundance  of  all 
tliofe  good  things  whereby  they  (hall  be  delighted 
and  refreflied.  The  glory  of  the  Gentiles  that  is 
here  intended,  eonfifts  not  fo  mudi  in'  external  mag- 
nificence wnd  fplendour,  in*  ftimptuou^  buildings  and 
large  pofleffions ;  or  ki  riches,  power,  and  celebrity^ 
as  in  their  fpiritual  glory,  cotnprehendmg  tbofe  facied 
immunities  and  precious  benefits'  which  eonftitute 
their  fpiritual  beauty,  riches^  and  honour.  Thia  pre* 
-didion  fecures^  the  people  of  God  in  the  plentiful  en- 
joyment of  all  thefe  good  things,  'the  peace  and  glory 
of  the  Church  (hall  not  refemble  a  land  fiood,  that  ia 
loon  dried  up,  but  they  (hall  prore  like  a  river,  or 
Hream,  which,  continually  receiving  new  fiipplies  of 
water,  glide  gently  on  without  interniption,  until 
they  reach,  the  end  of  their  courfe. 

Tbenjbattjfi JiicAt  &c.  Ye  (hall  derive,  from  the 
copious  fources  of  confolation,  provided  for  your  re^ 
fVe(hment,  by  means  of  faith  and  the  ordinances  of 
the  gofpel,  feafonablb  nouri(hment  and-  fuj^rt. — Ic 
JbdU  be  horn  uptm  her  Jdes.  Ye  who  participate  in* 
the  joys  and  (orrows  of  Jerufidem,  fliaU.be  fuftained 
m  all  your  wcaknefles  and  defpondencies  by  your 
fellow-citixens,  and  be  careflfed  by  them  in  the  mo(t 
endearing,  afiedlionate  manner.  Ye  (haU  experience 
all  the  tenderneffes  (hewn  by  a  kind  parent  ta  hep 
helplefs,^  beloved  children,  to  whom  (he  wiihes  to 
fhew  every  inftance  of  benevolent  attention  and  fond 
indulgence. 

13.  As  one  whom  his  mother  condtfortetb,  f<y 
will  I  comfort  yoU  :  and  ye  fliaU  be  comfi»rted 
in  Jerufalenu 

The  Lord  God  aflures-  tbofe  who  are  deqily  con^ 
earned  ia  the  welfare  of  his  Cburaht  that  ho  wiU  coo- 
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iJlile  them  mih  as  much  ^tendemefs  as  an  afiedionate. 
mother  doe»  her  children  when  difconfolate.    Mater« 
nal  pity,  in  its  operations  and  effe^«  pref/snts  a  faint 
.embiem  of  the  compaffions  of  Jehovah  toward  his^ 
xhildren,  who  mourn  over  the  afflidions  of  his  people^ 
and  to  this  there  is  here  an  exprefs  allufion.    God 
doth  nothing  in  vain;   he  always  aocomplifhes  tbe 
end  he  hath  in  j^iew.    Parent^  may  try  to  folace  the 
minds  of  their  offspring  when  they  are  dejeded,  and 
yet  he  unfible  to  produce  the  defired  effed,  whereas 
the  Moft  High  never  comes  ihort  of  his  aim.     He . 
hath  pledged  hi^.  faithfuhaeis  that  his  fervants  (baU 
be  comforted;   and  having  himfelf  engaged  to  per-^. 
form  this  Idnd  office,  he  will  certainly  give  efficacy 
to  the  means  he  emfHoys^  and  crown  them  with  fuc« 
cefs.    Their  mind«  Ih^dl  be  exhilarated  by  a  comfort. . 
able  fenfe  of  his  love,  by  {leace  and  joy  in  believing, 
•and  the  fub^me  coniblations  of  the  Hdy  Qhoft.    Ui 
;ConIequence  whereof,  they  fliall  jo^l  with  the  s^ofUe 
i^aul  in  tbankfgtving  to  God,  for  the  manifold  mer-i 
cies  of  which  he  is  the  author,  and  the  confolations^ 
which  he  is  pkaied  plentifully  to  beftow  *. 

14.  And  when  ye  fee  JJbh^  your  heart  fliall 
jrejoice,  and  your  bones  (ball  flourifh  like  an 
herb :  and  the  hand  of  the  Lord  fhall  be 
Icnown  towards  his  fervants,  and  bU  indigna* 
^ion  towards  his  enemies.  .  r  . 

v 

The  happy  efieds  which  (hall  refult  from  the  fuL 
iilment  of  the  above  predictions,  are  delineated  in 
glowing  colours ;  whilft  the  fervants  of  God  are  in- 
formed that  Jehovah  will  remarkably  appear  in  their 
favour,  and  that  his  enemies  (hall  feel  the  weight  of 
his  vengeance.-^.^itW  when  ye  fee  this.  When  ye 
ihall  be  blefled  with  the  enjoyment  of  this  diftin-> 
£ui(hing  felicity,  beholding  peace  extended  to  the 
Church,  and  the  glory  of  the  nations  flowing  into  it, 

the 
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the  fignal  benefits  wherewith  yt  are  fevoufed,  and 
the  awful  judgments  infilled  on  your  enemies.-— 
Zour  heart  Jh^  rejoice^  in  the  reft,  and  peace,  and 
Cbnfolation  with  which  ye  are  felicitated,  in  feeing 
the  name  of   God  magnified,  his  falration  madt 
known,  his  promife^  accompliflied,  and  his  confola- 
tions  copioufly  difpenfed.-^2&i/r  hmes  JbaMJbmryb  ax 
an  herb.  The  expreffion  is  highly  figurative/  The  me- 
taphor is  taken  from  the  material  partof  the  human  con- 
ffitutioil,  and  applied  to  embellifh  that  Which  is  imma- 
tprial.     It  denote!!,  that  all  theit  fpiritual  powers  fhall 
be  thereby  invigorated;  that  their  knowled^,  faith, 
and  hot>e,  with  their  other  graces,  fiiall  acquire  new 
jlrengtb  and  (lability.     In  aUufion  to  plams,  cherifii- 
ed  by  the  genial  warmth  of  the  feafon,  they  (hall  af- 
fume  a  beautiful  and  profperous  appearance,  as  a  pre- 
lude to  their  future  fr^itfulhefs.    The  words  convey 
a  pleafin^  idea  of  the  benign  influence  that  (hiall  at- 
tend the  events  bf  providence,  and  the  operations  oi 
grace,  which  fhall  take  place  at  the  period  to  which 
this  prophecy  refers.  * 

And  the  barid  of  the  Lord,  8tc.  The  mighty  power 
of  Jehovah  fliall  work,  glorious  deliverances  for  his 
pteople,  he  will  ftrfengthen'theflj  uhto  all  long-A|flhr. 
ing^  with  joyfulnefs ;  he  will  thoroughly  fumifli  them 
for  every  good  work,  and.  enr^h  them  witb  thq 
choiceft  bleflings.  So  remarkably  confpicuous  fhall 
be  the  intcrpolitions  of  the  Almighty  in  their  favour, 
and  fo  important  the  advantages  he  fhall  confer  upon 
them,  that  they  fhall  be  thankfully  acknowledged,  to 
the  praife  of  his  glory. — And  bis  indication  toward 
bis  enemies.  The  fierce  anger  of  Jehovah,  kindled 
againfi  the  adverfaries  of  his  kingdom,  vifible  in  the 
terrible  calamities  wherewith  they  are  vili ted,  fliall 
be  well-known,  and  uniyerfally  acknowledged  as  juft 
and  dreadfuL  The  wrath  of  God  fliall  be  awfully 
revealed  from  heaven  againft  thofe  who  obftinatcly 
refufe  to  fubmit  to  the  Divine  authoritv,  who  con- 
temn  the  riches  of  his  grace,  and  oppofe '  his  honour 
and  intcreft  in  the  world, — 0  thjt  men  were  wife, 

that 


Ver.  14.     PROPHECIES  or  ISAIAH.  557 

that  they  would  be  perfuaded  to  flee  from  the  wrath 
of  God,  which  (hall  come  upon  the  children  of  difobe- 
dience ;  that  they  would  take  (belter  in  the  Rock  of 
Ages  ;  that  they  may  be  for  ever  fafe  from  the  im- 
pending ilorm  of  Divine  vengeance ! 

15.  For  behold,  the  Lord  will  come  with 
fire,  and  with  bis  chariots  like  a  whirlwind,  to 
render  his  anger  with  fiuy,  and  bis  rebuke 
with  flames  of  fire. 

Our  prophet  proceeds  to  (hew  the  terrible  puni(h« 
ipent$  which  the  righteous  Lord  will  inflict  on  the 
profane,  the  wicked,  and  liypocritical  oppofers  of  hie 
gofpel  and  the  advancement  of  hb  kingdom*  In 
delineating  this  awful  iubje^t,  the  Lord  God  is  re- 
prefented  as  a  mighty  prince  or  judge,  incenfed  with 
nge,  coming  with  fire  and  fword  to  deftroy  his  info- 
lent  adverfaries.  The  punifliment  of  the  wicked  is 
often  fpoken  of  in.  Scripture  under  the  emblem  of 
devouring  fire,  as  in  the  50th  pfalm  verfe  3,  arid 
a  Thefll  i.  8.  According  to  thefe  prediftions,  Jehovah 
will  come  to  execute  terrible  confuming  judgments 
on  the  wicked  and  hypocritical,  as  the  certain  prelude 
of  their  future  condemnation  and  perdition. — And 
ntnth  bit  cbari^s  tike  a  wbirlwmd.  The  advent  of 
Jehovah,  to  infiid  righteous  vengeance  on  his  implac* 
able  enemies,  ihall  not  only  be  very  awful,  and  attend- 
ed  with  dreadful demonttrauons  of  his  wrath. and 
fiery  indignation,  but  it  ihall  be  exceedingly  fudden. 
Chariots  armed  with  fcythes  and  javelines,  driven 
V^th  prodigious  velocity  among  the  enemy  in  battle, 
tore  to  pieces  whatever  came  within  their  reach,  were 
anciently  ufed  in  war.  in  allufion  Xfy  this  pradice, 
the  inftruments  of  Almighty  vengeance  are  defcribed 
as  coming  with  unexpeSed  rapidi^,  refemblmg  the 
whirlwind,  which  inftantly  arifes  and  carries  away 
every  thing  within  the  circle  wherein  at  moves.   The 

angels 
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angels,  who  are  denominated  the  chariots  of  Jehovah*, 
and  who  are  employed  as  the  minifters  of  executing 
Divine  jugdments,  may  probably  be  intended  by 
this  figurative  defcription.  With  them  he  ftiall  fud- 
denly  appear — 3!p  render  bis  anger  wiib  Jkry.  &c. 
To  infiid  thofe  terrible  calamities  which  are  the  figns 
and  the  effedls  of  his  righteous  difpleafure,  the  juft 
retribution  of  the  c»mes  he  intends  to  puniih  ac« 
cording  to  their  de{eTt—/1n4  bis  rebuke  witb  flames 
»f  fire^  which  Ihall  maniieft  his  gkrious  majefly  and 
fierce  anger,  and  fpread  univerfal  t^mir  and  defolatkua 
wherever  their  influence  is  jfelt  and  extended* 

1 6.  For  by  fire,  and  by  his  fword,  will  the 
Lord  plead  with  all  flcfh;  aAd  the  Qaiii  of  tbft 
Lord  iliaU  be  ^any* 

The  preceding  intimaitkNL  of  Divine  vefl^geaoce^ 
to  be  executed  on  the  enemies  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  is  illuftrated  and  confirmed.  The  manner  ia 
which  God  will  vindicate  his  own  honour,  and  the 
injured  rights  of  his  Church,  yvf^  by  fare  atidfword^  it 
truly  alarming  and  awful.  He  had  {^eaded  a  coa« 
troverfy  with  them  refpeding  their  difobedience  to 
his  laws,  and  contempt  of  his  government ;  he  had  re- 
junefented  to  them,  in  ftroog  terms*  their  fin,  foUy,  and 
danger.  But,  as  bythefe  means  they  were  not  biought 
to  repentance  and  amendment,  he  declares  his  deter- 
itiination  to  plead  with  them  by  fire  and  fword.  The 
people,  toward  whom  he  foretels  he  would  thus  ad; 
are  denominated  aUfteJb.  The  words  muft  be  under- 
flood,  not  as  comprehending  the  whole  human  race, 
but  only  the  reprobate,  hypocritical,  wicked  part  of 
the  Jewifh  nation.  In  this  reftrided  fenfe  Jefua 
Chriit  ufes  the  -  expieffion,  where  he  thus  fpeaks, 
'  £xcept  thofe  days  Ihould  be  (hottened,  there  fliould 
^  no  fle(h  be  iaved  \:-^And  tbejlain  oftbe  LurdJbeH 
kt  many.    Thofe  who  were  to  he  cut  oflf  by  th^ 

deadly 
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deadly  inftrumeitts  here  mentioned,  Ihall  be  a  very 
great  multitude.  All  the  adverfaries  of  God  (hall  be 
involved  in  thefe  terrible  calamities.  This  prediftcd 
tremendous  defl[ru£tion  of  thofe  inhnical  to  the  gofpel 
and  kingdom  of  Jefus  Cbrift,  was  remarkably  verified 
by  the  prodigbas  fiaughter  of  the  Jewifh  people  made 
by  the  Romans* 

17,  They  that  fandlify  thentifdhres,  aT>d  puri- 
fy thcnafelves  in  the  gardens,  behind  one  tree 
in  the  midftp  eating  fwine's  deih,  and  the  abo^ 
mmaiion,  and  the  moixre ;  fhsM  be  confumed 
together,  faith  the  Lord 

The  criminal  pra61^es  here  misnfioned  are  affigneS 
as  the  cauies  of  threatened  fevers  judgments ;  and 
the  characters  fpoken  of  in  verfes  3.  and  4.  of  thi» 
chapteir  are  more  fully  delineated.— Ti^ry  tbatfanSliff^ 
Sec.  Setting  themfelves  apart  to  fome  religious  exer«» 
eifes,  by  certain  (acred  rites,  in  gardens  and  groves^ 
having  no  regard  to  decency  and  appointed  order, 
ihall  be  among  the  flain  of  the  Lord. — Behind  me  tree 
in  the  midft^  1  (hall  not  troubte  you  with  the  variout 
expofitions  and  conjectures  of  commentators  refpec* 
ting  the  meaning  of  thefe  words,  but  fimply  ftate 
what  I  apprehend  is  their  import.  Among  thofe 
who  (hould  be  cut  off  by  Divine  judgments,  were 
efpeetally  to  benwnbered  "perfons  who,  having  aban-* 
doned  the  WQr(hip  of  the  God  of  Ifrae],  did  publicly 
purify  tbem(elves,  one  after  another^  aloag  with  idola- 
ters,  by  thofe  fooli(h  ceremonies  which  were  obfervcd 
by  people  of  that  defcription--£^/ii^yzi;m^x^/l^,that 
was  (IndUy  prohibited  to  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael  in  the 
ftatute  recorded  Lev.  xi.  7,  A.  *  The  fwi6e»  though 
'he  divide  the  hoof,  and  be  cloven  footed,  yet  Be 
**  cheweth  not  the  aud,  he  is  unclean  unto  you,  of 
*  their  fle(fa  ye  fhall  not  t^t^-^And  the  abomination. 
Among  the  various  kinds  of  meat  tliat  were  forbtdden 
theoi^^was  every  fj^ecies  of  reptiles,  which  are  included 
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under  this  defignation.  Lev.  xi.  41.     *  And  every 

*  creeping  thing  that  creepeth  upon  the  earth  (haU 

*  be  an  abomination,  it  (hall  not  be  eatenZ-^..^^^  tbc 
moufe  18  exprefsly  mentioned  among  the  unclean 
animals  that  were  not  to  be  ufed  for  food,  Lev.  xi.  29. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  plain  prohibitions^  the  Jewi^ 
t)eople  ^ere  defcribed  are  charged  with  having  vio« 
hted  thefe  precepts;  and  on  that  account,  among 
many  others,  the  awful  threatening  is  denounced.— 
ThtyJbaUbe  confumed  together^  and  utterly  deftroyed, 
To  as  few  or  none  fhall  efcape.-^To  intimate  the  in* 
fellible  certainty  of  the  event  thefe  words  are  added^ 
SaUb  the  Zjord^  who  faidifuUy  accomplUhes  his  promi^ 
fes  and  threatenings. — ^The  predidion  was  literallj 
fulfilled  by  the  awful  judgments  inflided  on  the 
j[ewi(h  nation,  after  they  had  pro&ned  Divine  initio 
tutions,  and  tranfgrefled  the  commandments  of  Jeho- 
vah. Having  crucified  the  Son  of  God,  rejcAed  his 
glorious  gofpel,  perlecuted  his  apoftles,  and  indulged 
in  the  mod  atrocious  crimes,  and  the  mod  abominable 
jfuperftitions,  they  perilhed;  and  are  fet  forth  asaa 
awful  inftance  of  God*s  righteous  vengeance  upon 
impenitent,  incorrigible  tranfgreflbrs.  ,  This  terrible 
deilrudlion  feems  intended  to  reprefent  the  awful 
Calamities  which  (hall  be  inflided  on  the  idolatrous, 
the  impure,  and  wicked,  at  the  final  judgment,  when 
God  will  render  to  every  one  according  to  his  works. 

18.  For  I  know  their  works  and  their 
thoujghts  :  it  fhall  come,  that  I  will  gather  all 
nations  and  tongues^  and  they  ihail  come  and 
fee  my  glory* 

The  folemn  truth  dootained  in  the  firft  part  of 
this  verfe  may  be  confidered  as  the  conclufion  of  the 
preceding  predidion^  or  as  an  introdadion  to  the  foU 
lowing  prophecy.— -iFV  /  know  tbeir  works  and  tbeir 
ibombir.     Being  perfc&ly  acquainted  with  their  mi* 
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•ferable'  apoilacy  from  thy  worfhip,  with  their  deteft'* 
able  hypocrify  in  my  fervice,  with  their  bafe  fuper- 
ilitronsy  and  their  perVerfe  difobedience  to  my  au- 
thority— Having  clear  difcernment  of  their  criminal 
affedlions,  their  wicked  thoughts,  and  evil  intentions, 
the  fprings  from  whence  their  adtions  proceed,  and 
of  all .  the  circumftances  relative  to  every  part  of 
(heir  condud,  1  will  therefore  certainly  execute^  upon 
them  terriblcf  things  in  righteoufnefs^  which  they 
juftly  deferve, — Or  the  words  may  be  cbnfidered'as 
having  immediatfc  refped  to  what  f*bllowS,  and  then 
they  will  import-^— That  the  Lord  God,  having  an  id 
curate  knowledge  of  Che  odious  temper  and  behaviour 
of  the  Jews^^nd  of  their  virulent  oppofition  to  the  iiU 
terefts  of  his  kingdom,  is  detern^ined  to  call  the  Cren- 
tiles  to  the  faith  and  obedience  of  the  gofpeL — Tt 
Jballcome  that  I  will  gather  all  nations^  &c.  The  time 
^pplroache&l^  wherein  Jehovah,  who  gathcrcth  the 
outcafts  of  Ifrael,  (liall  coUedl,  by  means  of  his  provi- 
dence, word,  and  Spirit,  into  one  community,  und^  one 
head,  people  of  aiU.  nations  and  languages,  difperfed 
over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  though  feparat^d  from 
tach  other  by  rivers,  niountains,  and  feas;  that,  being 
clofely  united  iri  intercft,  afFeiSipn,  and'defigh — Tbejf 
jfbatl  come  and  fee  my  ghry.  They  (hall  come,  from 
the  eaft  and  from  the  well,  from  the  north  and  from 
the  fouth,  and  fliall  contemplate,  with  admiration, 
his  righteoufnefs  and  faithfulhefs,  difplayed  iri  cutting 
off  from  the  communion  of  his  Church  the  hypocriti- 
fcal,  the  impenitent,  and  difubedieht,  Who  obftiriately 
perilled  in  their  iniquities.  They  (hall  behold  with 
pleafure  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace,  maniFefted 
in  the  redemption  tif  finneirs  by  Jefus  Chrift,  promul- 
gated in  the  gofpel,  and  the  woridcrful  difplays  of  his 
love,  ifnircy,  and  power,  in  rendering  them  conform 
to  his  own  bleffed  image,  in  fupplyirig  their  wants, 
and  in  bei^owing  upon  them  all  fpiritual  blei&ngs, 
that  they  may.  be  to  the  praife  of  his  glory. .  The 
glory  of  Jehovah,  in  this  raannei:  revealed,  (hall  Ihine 
l^ith  fuch  refplendent  brightnefs,  as  to  obfcure  all  the 
Vol.  IV;  4  B  colleOcd 


•oolleded  ffdendor  of  tUs  world,  and  to  iSotd  happf 
preludes  of  their  fature  felicity  tad  dignity,— »Coiiie 
then,  brethren,  and  with  open  face,  as  in  a  glafi,  behold 
the  glory  of  the  Lord,  until  you  ai^  changed  into  the 
iame  im^ge,  from  glory  to  glory,  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord. 

19.  And  I  win  let  a  fign  among  them,  and 
I  will  fend  thofe  that  efcape  of  them,  unto  the 
nations,  to  Tarfhifh,  Pol  and  Lud  that  draw 
the  bow,  to  Tubal  and  Javan,  to  the  ides  a^Eur 
pff)  that  have  not  heard  my  hmt^  neither  have 
ieen  my  glory ;  and  they  ikall  declare  my 
glory  among  the  Gentiles* 

The  manner  in  which  the  nations  wiere  to  be  ga« 
thered  into  the  Church  of  God,  and  the  inftrum'ents 
to  be  employed  in  e&edting  this  great  work,  are  here 
defdribed. — j^id  I  will  fet  b  Jfgn  among  tbenu  By 
this  fign  may  bef  meant,  the \xtraordinary  gifts  and 
operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,^^hereby  the  apqftles 
demonftrated  their  Divine  muCon,  and  approved 
themfelves  to  the  people  afs  the  meflengers  of  God. 
With  thefe  miraculous  powers  they  were  fumiihed, 
tiot  to  ptomote  their  own  perfonal  benefit,  but  to  ad- 
Vance  the  interefts  of  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
Of  this  fort  were  the  gifts  of  wifdom,  knon^edg^, 
£tith,  healing,  working  miracles,  proj^ecy,  difcemin^ 
of  fpirits,  tongues,  and  the  interpretation  of  tongues. 
By  thefe  fupematural  meads,  the  Holy  Ghoft  bare 
^itnefs  to  their  miniftry,  and  gave  efficacy  to  the 
gofpel  which  they  preached.  I'hefe  were  the  figns 
of  an  apoftle,  as  St  Paul  obftrves,  writing  to  the 
Corinthians*,  the  wondiers  and  might]r;deeds  wrought 
axnong  them.  According  to  our  Lord's  predidioa, 
*tbe  knoft  remaikable  figns  follow^  them  that  be- 
lieved")*.    Thus  did  God  bear  them  witoeis,  beth 
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with  figns  and  wonders,  and  dirers:  miracles  and  gift« 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  according  to  his  own  wiU ;  and  ve- 
rified what  is  here  foretold,  for  bringing  the  nations 
to  the  obedience  of  faith. 

jhd  I  will  fend  tbofe  that  efcapc  ofthenk^  &c.  Thci 
meilengers  that  God  was  to  employ  in  converting 
the  nations  were  the  apoftles  and  the  evaagelifts, 
with  their  companions,  who,  having  eluded  perfecu- 
tion,  went  forth  with  the  Bivinie  lamp  of  the  gofpel 
throughout  the  whole  known  world.  By  thefe  feeble 
inftruments  did  the  invifibli,  omnipotent  hand  of 
Jehovah  render  the  caufe  of  Chriftianity  triumphant ; 
and  to  them,  under  his  bleffing,  it  owed  a  confider* 
able  portion  of  its  rapid  progrefs  and  furprizing  fuc« 
cefs,  as  the  Ads  of  the  Apoftles  and  their  epiftles 
abundantly  teftify.  Their  lound  went  unto  all  th^ 
earth,  and  their  words  unto  the  ends  of  the  world  *• 
— 7b  Tar/b^^  a  city  in  Cilicia,.  celebrated  for  having 
given  birth  to  the  apoftle  Paul ;  or  Carthage^  anciently 
a  powerful  city  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary ;  or  a  flou<^ 
riming  city  in  Spain,  which  formerly  was  called  by 
this  name-i-^jfo  Pul^  that  was  probably  the  fame  with 
Philas,  an  illand  formed  by  the  river  Nile,  toward  the 
north  border  of  Abyifinia,  on  the  frontiers  of  £thi« 
opia.^-Z«^  m^y  denote  the  kiagdom  of  Lydia,  the 
chief  cities  of  which  were  Sardis,  Philadelphia,  Thya^ 
tira,  &c.  into  which  the  gofpel  was  early  iotro4uced.. 
The  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries  were,  it  feems,  fa*, 
mous  archers,  and  well  ikilled  in  the  ufe  of  bows  and 
arrows. — 7b  Tubal  and  Javan.  Tubal  was  the  fifth, 
and  Javan  was  the  fourth  fon  of  Japheth  the  fon  of 
Moah.  It  is  probable,  that  the  land  pollbiled  by  the 
pofterity  of  the  former,  on  the  eaft  of  the  Black  Sea, 
might  be,  called  by  the  name  of  their  progenitor. 
The  Greeks,  who  are  confidered  as  defcended  from 
Javan,  inhabited  Achaia,  Macedonia,  Corinth,  Lace- 
demon,  &c. — And  tbe  ifles  afar  off.  Among  thefe 
may  be  reckoned  tbe  iflands  of  Great  firitaki  and  Ire- 
land,  wfth  many  others,  fituated  at  a  great  diftance 
,  from 
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from  the  land  of  Judea.'   The  chara£ter  of  the  peo^ 
pie  who  dwelt  in  thefe  regions  is  next  mentioned. 

Thai  have  not  beard  my  fame^  &c.  that  have  not 
beep  made  acquainted  with  .my  glorious  excellencies 
and  mighty  deeds ;  with  the  report  of  the  gofpel 
concerning  my  good  will  and  kindrfefs,  manifefted  to 
the  children  of  men.-'^Neitber  have  feen  my  glory. 
They  have  not  been  favoured  with  thofe  bright  diC 
coveries  of  the  beauty  of*  my  infinite  perfedions,  ex- 
Jiibited  in  the  revelations  of  my  grace,  which  fhine 
with  incomparable  fplendor  in  tlie  iface  of  Jefus 
Chrift;  and  confequently  have  not  given  me  the  tri- 
bute of  efteein  and  praife,  which  they  juftly  demaod. 
Into  thefe  countries,  which  had  not  known  tW  true 
God,  but  were  immerfed  in  the  mod  odious  ijuperfti- 
tions,  and  addided  to  the  moft  atrocious  crimes. 
Jehovah  declares  that  he 'would  fend  his  fervants,  to 
publifh  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation,  and  to  make 
known  the  bleffed  gofpel  of  his  beloved  Son,  wherein 
Jiis  glory  is  richly  difplayed.—The  event  hath  ex- 
adly  corr^fponded  with  this  predidion.  Sacred  and 
profane  hiftbry  record  the  faithful  accomplifliment  of 
this  prophecy,  in  confequence  whereof  we,  my  breth- 
ren, are  aHembled  to-day  in  this  houfe,  to  vrorOiip  the 
one  living  and  true  God,  through  the  one  Mediator, 
by  the  one  Spirit.  *  Thus  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofts, 
^  let  your  hands  be  flrong,  ye  that  hear  in  tb^fe  days, 
•thefe  words  from  the '  mouth  of  the  prophets  V 
And  let  your  voices  b^  tuned  to  ling  unto  the  Lord  a 
new  fong,  fuch  ais  becomes  renewed  men  to  fing  in 
^he  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth,  which  conftitute 
the  kingdom  of  the  Son  of  God.  PubUfh  his  falva- 
tion ^y  your  words  and  by  jfour  adtions,  from  day  to 
day,  until  you  fhall  refume  the  fubllmic  exercife  of 
praife  in  the  ccleftial  world. 

,  20..  And  they  fhall  bring  all  your  brethren 
Jor  an  offering  unto  the  Lord,  out  of  alln^^ 

tions, 
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tions,  upon  horfes,  and  in  chariots,  and  in  lit- 
ters, and  upon  mules,  and  upon  fwift  beafts, 
to  niy  holy  mountain  Jerufalcm,  faith  the 
Lord,  as  the  children  of  Ifrael  bring  an  o£Fer« 
ing  in  a  clean  vefFel,  into  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord. 

The  fignal  fuccefs  is  foretold,  which  (hould  attend 
the  labours  of  God's  fervants,  who  were  to  be  fcnt 
into  all  nations,  to  gather  them  into  the  comnvunion 
of  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift.  The  people  to  be 
prefented  unto  the  Lord,  are  the  brethren  of  thofe 
who  were  fent  unto  them,  children  with  them  of  the 
fame  heavenly  Father,  partakers  of  the  fame  Divine 
nature,  walking  by  the  fame  rule,  united  to  each 
other  by  the  bond  of  charity  and  fraternal  affedion, 
and  heirs  with  them  of  the  fame  incorruptible  inhe* 
ritance.  All  of  this  defcription,  of  whatever  country, 
ivere  to  he  brought  for  an  tiering  to  the  Ljord^  out  of  all 
nations.  Thefe  holy  brethren,  diftinguifhed  from 
thofe  above  mentioned,  who  hated  and  excommuni* 
cated  the  difbipies  of  Jefus  Chrift,  were  converts  from 
among  the  Gentiles,  who  turned  from  dead  idols  to 
ferve  the  living  God  Being  reconciled  to  God, 
through  the  death  of  his  fon,by  means  of  the  miniftry 
of  the  gofpel,  it  is  forfetold,  in  allufion  to  the  obla- 
tions offered  to  the  Lord  under  the  Mofaic  osconomy, 
that  they  Ihould  be  prefented  before  him,  and,  with 
all  their  powers  and  poflelfions,  devoted  to  his  ier- 
vice,  that  they  might  be  employed  to  his  honour  and 
glory.  The  manner  of  their  conveyance  next  deferves 
attention. 

Vpm  horfes  and  in  chariots^  &c.  The  words  li- 
terally import^  that  many  of  the  converts,  added  to 
the  Church  under  the  New  Teftament,  were  to  be 
people  of  opulence  and  refpedability,  defirou3  of  be- 
coming members  of  this  great  community  with  all 
poifible  expedition.  In  their  figurative  fenfe,  they 
intimate,  *  that  thofe  who  were  joined  to  the  fociety 
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of  tb«  faithful^  notwithftan^g  every  external  di&d-p 
vaatage»  flioul4.  have  an.  honourable  and  plealant 
admimon  into  the  kingdom  of  God — ^Tbat  people  of 
eveiy  nation  (ball  be  confecrated  to  Jehovah,  bring- 
ing with  them  into  the  Church  whatever  may  prove 
nfeful  and  advMtageom  to  themfelves  and  their 
brethren— And  that  the  tranfition  from  Pagan  fuper- 
ftition  to  Chriftian  wpiihipt  from  heathen  cuftoms  to 
]k>lyobedieiiee,ftom  gro&  da^knefs  toGod^s  marveUoos 
%ht,  t$  not  only  m<^  remarkable.  Init  that  the  pro- 
gf€&  is  quick  aad  gi0adiial.*«-The  fubjedl  is  iUuftrated 
by  the  fc^owing  fimijitude*  jfs  the  children  of  Ifrael 
£rw(f  anoffmina^  &c.  The  facred  fervices  performed 
by  the  pofterky  of  Jacobi  under  the  former  difpen£i« 
tion^  exhibited,  in  oiany  refpeds,  an  inftriKfUve  repre* 
iemation  of  the  fpiritual  worfiiip  of  the  Chriftian 
(Church.  The  ofierings  brou(ght  to  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord  in  cleafi  veflels  by  |he  Ifraelites,  according  to 
^e  law  of  thp  fanduary,  were  deiigned  to  prefigore 
the  ofiering  of  the  Geotiles  here  foretold,  who  were 
to  be  preiented  to  God,  after  having  been  iandified 
by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  The  ckan  veflels  that  contained 
thchr  pblaiions,  horded  an  emblem  of  minds  purified 
from  the  pollution  of  wickednefs  and  hypocriiy, 
accompanied  with  a  good  confeffion,  a  lK>ly  conver« 
&tion,  and  adorned  with  tbofe  external  virtues  that 
correfpond  to  their  Inward  renovated  ilate.  The 
apoftle  (eem$  to  have  referred  to  this  predi&ion,  where 
he  affirms,  vThat  be  was  made  a  minifter  of  Jefui 
'  Ghrift,  miniftring  the  gofpel  of  God^  that  the  ofiering 
'.  up  of  the  Gentiles  might  be  acceptable,  being  (anc* 

*  tificd  by  the  Hriy  Clwfl:  •/— •  1  befeech  you  there* 
'  fore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  ye  prefent 

*  your  bodies  a  living  facrifice,  holy  and  acceptable 

*  to  Gody  which  is  your  reafonable  fervice.'  ISy  com* 
plying  with  this  compreheniive  apoftolical  exhorta* 
tion,  delivered  in  ^ctifical  terms,  you  make  the 
becoming  acknowledgment  that  you  belong  unto  the 
Lord,  in  whom  are  united  the  rights  of  Creator, 

?refcmr, 
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Prefenrer, BenefaAor,  and  Redeemer;  rigfrtsiiipretne 
and  unalienable,  that  can  neither  be  dtminifhed 
nor  fupeifeded;  yoii  perform  a  fcrvice  'which  you 
muft  be  convinced  is  perfedly  eqmtable  and  reafon- 
able,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  omitted. 

a  I.  And  I  will  alfo  take  of  them  for  priefts, 
and  for  Levites,  faith  the  Lord^ 

The  pecdiar  privilege  to  1>e  conf^rrhd  on  fome  dt 
the  Gentiles,  that  were  to  be  brou^t  for  an  offering 
to  the  Lord,  is  defcribed  in  reference  to  the  offices 
held  under  the  former  difpenfation.  What  is  here 
fiud  doestiot  relate  to  the  fpiritual  prieftbood^coromoa 
toall  tiie  i&ints  under  the  New  Teftament;  for  tbea 
the  prediction  would  have  run  tl^ns:  i  will  take  them 
for  priefts  and  Levites ;  whereas  the  words  are,  I  will 
take  ^,  or  from  among  tfaem«  Tfaofe  who  were 
invefted,  according  to  the  law  pf  Mofes,  in  the  offioes 
here  mentioned  we^e,  by  Divine  appointment,  fin 
apart  to  the  fervice  of  God ;  they  were  employed  in 
miniftring  before  the  liord,  and  in  takiqg  care  of 
thing$  facred«  On  thefe  accounts  they  prefigured 
paftors,  teachers,  and  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  witSi 
other  fubordinate  officers  in  the  Chtirch  c^  ChriA. 
Though  aU  who  believe  in  the  Son  of  God  are  priieAs 
unto  the  Father,  and  Irave  right  to  approach  Jeho^ 
vah,  and  to  enter  by  the  blood  of  Chrift  into  the 
.  holieft  of  all;  y«t  minifters  of  the  word,  difpenfers 
of  the  myfteries  ti  God,  whofe  bufineft  is  publicly 
to  officiate  in  facred  things,  poflefs,  in  a  peculiar  man^ 
ner,  the  cbaraders  here  afligned  to  them,  and  to  them 
they  efpecially  belong.  This  promife  intimates  the 
tender  care  of  Jehovah  toward  bis  Church,  for  whofe 
benefit  he  would  raife  up  eminent  men,  on  whom  he 
was  to  confer  diftinguUhed  honour,  that  they  might 
ferve  him  in  the  gofpel  of  his  Son,  and  be  employed 
in  advancing  the  interefts  of  his  people.  It  alfo  (hews, 
that  though  the  priefthood  under  the  Mofaic  cecono* 

my 
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my  was  c!6nfined  to  a  particular  family,  and  the 
Levitical  fenrice  to  one  tribe ;  under  the  new  aud 
better  Teftament,  there  is  a  change,  not  only  in  the 
prieflhood,  btit  al^o  in  the  law  *,  and  that  God  now 
employs  men  of  every  nation  to  ferve  in  holy  things. 
— ^To  this  predidion  thefe  foleftin  words  are  Subjoined, 
Saitb  tbe  Lord. 

22.  For  as  the  new  BeavenS,  aiid(  the  new 
earth  which  I  will  make,  fhall  remain  before 
me,  faith  the  Lord,  fo  ihaU  your  ieed  and  your 
name  remain. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  coriclufiorf  oFthe  Prn^ 
phefics  of  this  Book  :  which  unfolds  what  fhall  be  the 
final  portion  of  the  upright  fervants  of  God,  and  of 
the  wicked  and  hypocritical.  It  commences  with 
an  explicit  declaration  of  the  (lability,  and  f^rpetuit^ 
of  the  new  oeconomy  of  Grace ;  of  the  continuance 
of  the  fpirhual  poftcrity,  and  renown  of  the  faithful 
worlhippers  of  the  living  God.  Indeed,  the  formct 
includes  the  latter;  for  if  the  new  creation,  the  gloriom 
work  of  God,  (hall  abide  for  ever,  the  fpiritual  children 
of  thofe  whom  he  hath  renovated  to  (hew  forth  his 
praife  muft  continue  throughout  all  ages-  Their 
exiftence  muft  be  of  equal  duration  with  the  Church, 
which  could  not  fublift  but  by  new  acceflBons  of  con- 
verts; and,  therefore,  in  the  words  before  us  folemn 
afTurance  is  givefi  by  Jehovah,  that  the  generation 
of  the  upright  (hall  remain  befor?Tiim.  After  thofe 
who  were  affiduoufly  employed^in^he  work  of  God 
are  called  off  the  ftage  of  time,  and  enter  intojreft, 
others  are  raifed  up  to  fucceed  them  in  their  labours ; 
To  that,  according  to  ancient  prophecies,    '  there 

•  (hall  be  a  generation  to  ferve  the  Lord  w^ile  fun  and 

•  moon  endure  f/    •  Inftead  of  the  fathers  fhall  be 

•  the  children,  whom  thou  mayeft  make  princes  in 

•  all  the  earth  :{;•    Joyful  thought !  *  The  children  of 

.       'thy 
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'thy  fervants  (hall  continue,  and  th^r  feed  (hall  be 
*  eftaWlftied  before  thee*/  The  Church  of  God, 
fcattered  abroad  over  the  whole  earth,  conftituted  of 
them  who  believe  in  Jefus  Chrift^  who  are  furniflied 
v'ith  the  graces  of  his  Spirif,  and  walk  according  to 
the  rule  of  his  word,  have  communicated  to  them  the 
foUbwing^  pleafmg  tnformation-^That,  though  the 
former  difpenfation,  with  its  rites  and  inditutionSi 
were  not  permanent,  and,  aftpr  fometirtie,  were  re- 
moved to  make  room  for  others  that  were  more  ex<* 
cellent  and  durable;  the  new  oeconomy  of  grace^ 
which  is  fpiritual  and  complete  in  all  its  parts,  (hall 
Dot  fuSer  any  material  alteration^  nor  be  aboliflied, 
l^hilit  the  heavens  and  the  earth  remain-— And  that 
throughout  all  ages,  the  fpiritual  pofterity  of'  thofe 
who  love  the  Lord  (hall  bQ  continued,  that  being 
blefied  in  him,  they  may  call  him  blel&d,  and  ever 
glorify  his  name^ — ^The  fulfilment  of  this  prediftion 
is  truly  remarkable;  Even  in  periods  of  the  Church 
the  moft  degenerate  and'  corrupt, .  when  iniquity 
abounded,  and  the  love  df  many  waxed  cold,  amid 
ignorance;  error,  and  perfeeution, — in  fuch  perilous 
times  there  hath  flood  forth  heroic  confeflbrs  of  the 
truth,  who  expofed  the  ^elufions  of  error,  (paii^tained 
the  primitive  fimplicity  of  Chriftian  dodlrine,  wor- 
ihip,  and  manners,  inculcated  in  the  Scripture.  And 
in  the  prefent  age,  there  are,  not  wanting  thofe  who^ 
animated  by  love  to ,  God  and  the  Redeemer,  confe- 
crate  their  pious  labours,  and  the  powerful  influence 
of  edifying  exiimples,  to  advance  the  interettsof  the 
kingdom  of  God  our  Saviour,  whofe  n^mes  (hall  be 
tranfmitted  with  honour  to  following  generations. 

23.  And  it  (hall  come  to  pafs>  that  from  one 
new-mcton  to  another,  and  from  one  fabbath 
to  another^  (hall  all  flefh  come  to  worfhip  be- 
fore me,  faith  the  Lord. 

Vol.  IV.     ,  4C  The 
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The  joyful  conlequence  refulting  from  the  per« 
petuity  of  the  generation  of  the  upright,  fltall  be  re« 
galar,  conftaint  attendance  on  the  inftituted  worfliip 
of  Jehovah.  This  predidiion  is  deliveried  in  terms 
that  allude  to  the  Old  Teftament  difpenfation,  when 
fabbaths  and  neir-itiocms  conftituCed  well  known  pe- 
liods  of  time,  at  the  teturn  of  which  fome  addkio«ial 
facred  fervices  Were  to  be  peiformed.  In  reference 
to  thefe  feafons,  the  ftated  public  worfiiip  of  God, 
(is  foretold)  (hall  be  waited  on  in  erety  ^^  hy 
the  ffnritual  pofterity  of  God's  fervants,  "who  are 
fpoken  of  under  the  deiignation  of  all  fle(h;  The 
expreifion,  which  is  not  ftridlly,  but  figuratively  to 
be  underftoody  is  frequently  ufed  in  reference  to  the 
gofpel  oeconomy  *•  It  defcribes  the  peculiar  charac- 
ter of  that  difpenfation,  wherein  the  kingdom  of  God 
is  extended  over  all  the  earth,  and  comprehends  the 
Nations  of  them  that  are  faved:  In  obedience  to  the 
tvill  of  Jehovah,  people  of  evtty  kindred  and  lan- 
guage (hall  come,  with  alacrity  and  pleafure,  to  worfliip 
before  hhn. — ^To  worfhip  God,  is,  from  h^rt-felt  coo- 
tiAion  of  his  infinite  exceltenciesi,  difplayed  in  his 
works  and  by  his  word,  to  recognize  his  fupreme  do- 
minion, to  adore  his  glorious  Mayfly,  and  cordialZy 
to  embrace,  with  efteem*  and  gratitude,  the  riches  of 
his  grace,  and  the  bkffings  of  his  falttition.  Tbe 
prophecy  then  imports,  that  men,  in  whofe  hearts 
are  the  ways  of  God,  imprefied  with  lively  views  of 
the  Divine  glory  and  mercy  revealed  in  the  gofpel* 
and  convinced  that  nearnefs  to' God  is  their  higheft 
honour  and  greateft  privilege,  fliaH  come  out  of  every 
country,  and  frequently  and  flatedly  prefent  them^ 
felves  before  his  throne  of  grace.  They  Ihall  come 
into  the  afiemblies  of  his  faints  with  pirofbimd  hmni* 
lity  and  reverence ;  and,  animated  by  the  pleafing 
encouragements  he  hath  given  in  his  word,  they 
ihall  approach  him  by  the  new  and  living  way  he 

hath 
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hath  opened  for  them  into  his  pre&nce.-r-The  truth  of 
this  declaratpp  is  certified  in  thefe  words,  Saisb  the 
JLord. 

24.  And  they  (hall  go  forth,  and  look  upoil 
the  carcafes  of  the  men  that  h;ave  traufgrelTed 
againfl  me  :  for  their  vrorm  fhall  not  die,  nei-^ 
ther  fhall  their  fire  be  quenched,  and  they 
ihall  be  an  abhorring  unto  all  ^e(h« 

The  prophecy  concludes  with  an  awful  repre(enta« 
tionof  the  dreadful  mifery  of  unbelieving,  impenitent 
tranfgrefibrs,  fubjedled  to  the  power  of  that  fpiritual 
death,  which,  begun  in  this  prefent  ftate,  fhall  ter- 
minate in  everlafting  deftrudion.  Even  within  the 
precinds  of  the  Church  of  God,  in  its  bell  eftate  on 
earth,  there  are  feme,  as  the  prophet  Zechariah  oh- 
ferves,  *  who  will  not  go  up  to  worihip  the  Lord  at 

*  Jerufalem,  on  whom  (hall  be  the  plague  wherewith 
'  the  Lord  fhall  fmite  the  heathen  who  refufe  to  do 

•  him  homage  •/  There  are  children  of  the  kingdom 
that  (hall  be  caft  into  outer  darknefs ;  who  having 
defpifed  the  admonitions  of  the  Moft  High,  and  rc- 
jedled  his  gofpel,  their  hearts  have  been  hardened 
through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  lin.  Such  (hall  be  re- 
ferved  as  monuments  of  the  righteous  judgment  of 
God,  who  will  render  tribulation  and  wrath  to  every 
foul  of  man  that  doeth  evil.  Thofe  who  wor(hip  Je- 
hovah, mentioned  in  the  preceding  verfe,  going  forth 
from  the  folemn  ferviccs  wherein  they  were  engaged, 

'  will  obferve  the  deplorable  flate  of  the  enemies  of 
God,  who  Ihall  be  for  ever  excluded  from  his  prefence 
and  glory.  They  (hall  look  upon  the  carcafes  of  the 
men  (lain  by  the  word  of  God,  who,  deprived  of  the 
fpirit  of  life,  remain  under  the  power  of  fpiritual 
death.  They  (hall  fee  them  caft  out  as  vagabonds 
from  the  earth,  as  objects  of  Divine  vengeance,  to 
endure  the  wrath  and  curfe  of  God,  which  they  have 
chofen.  Such  carcafes  fhall  be  viewed,  by  the  de- 
vout worfhippers  of  God,  with  horror  and  contempt, 

•  as 
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as  tremendous  inftances  of  the  Divine  feverity  againft 
fin,  and  of  the  inexpreffible  anguiOi  that  (hall  be  the 
portion  of  the  wicked.  »       - 

For  tbeir  worm  Jball  not  die^  &.c-     This  figurative 
defcription  of  the  c!!xtreme  niifery  of  obftinate  tranf« 
grcflbrs,  taken  from  objects  that  excite  the  moft  acute 
pain,  forcibly  intimates,  that  they  (hall  for  ever  feel 
the  moil  excruciating  torments,  ajifing  from  the  dire- 
ful effeds  of  the  wrath  qf  God,  the  keen  reproaches 
of  evil  confdiences,  and  the  rage  of  defpair,  malice, 
and  other  corroding  palfions. — It  alfo  intimates  the 
endlefs  perpetuity  of  this  extreme  anguifh.     The  in- 
fluence of  Divine  grace  being  fufpended,  the  current 
of  Divine  merpy  toward  them  being  ftopt,  all  hope 
of  pity  and  deliverance  is  vain  and  fruitlefs — Neithtr 
(hall  their  fire  he  quenched.     This  emblematical  ex- 
preffionftronglyreprefentsthe  exquifite  torment  which 
the  wicked  (hall  fuffer  from  the  inexorable  wrath  of 
the  Almighty,  and  the  agonizing  profpeft  of  its  end- 
lefs duration.    Our  blefTed  Saviour,  fpeaking  of  this 
awful  fubjeft,  feems  to  refer  to  the  words  under  con- 
lideration  *. — And  tbeyjhallbe  an  abhor  ring  unXodBfieJh. 
The  term  all  fle(h  mull  be  reftridled,  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding verfe,  to  the  upright  fervants  of  God,  vfYio 
appear  before  him  to  wor(hip.     To  people  of  this 
defcription,  incorrigible  tranfgreflTors  againft  God  Ihall 
be  objedls  of  abhorrence  and  execration,  as  the  He- 
brew word  imports.      Excluded  from  communion 
\vith  God,  the  fource  of  all  excellence  and  happinefs, 
and  from  fellow(hip  with  all  his  holy  ones,  devoted 
to  deftrudlion,  thruft  down  into  a  ftate  of  contempt 
and  mifery,  to  fuftain  the  puniftiment  of  all  their 
wickednefs,  they  (hall  be  the  objefts  of  deteftation  to 
all  the  loyal  fubjedls  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  who 
rejoice  in  their  allegiance  to  Him  that  liveth  and  reign- 
eth  for  ever  and  ever. — With  this  affcding  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  oppofite  ftates  of  the  righteous  and  the 
wicked,  the  charaftcrs  which  comprehend  the  whole 
human  race,  doth  Ifaiah  conclude  his  prophecies. 

-'  God 
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tSod  grant,  for  Chrift's  fake,  that  our  portion  may  be 
with  them  that  fear  and  love  his  name,  that  cleave 
to  his  truths,  and  pcrfcvere  in  every  good  work,  in 
the  pleafing  hope  of  receiving  from  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl  the  gracious  invitation,  •  Come  ye  blcfled  of 

*  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you 

*  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.' 

Thus  have  I  finiftied  the  expofition  of  thefe  pro- 
phecies. The  confequences  attending  the  miniftry 
of  the  word  of  God  are  truly  great  and  awful.  How 
folemn,  how  interelting  the  truth  delivered  by  the 
lipoflle  of  the  Gentiles  *.    To  them  that  are  faved,' 

*  we  are  the  favour  of  life  unto  life;  and  to  them  that 
'  perifh,  the  favour  of  death  unto  death/  If  the 
important  truths  delivered  in  the  courfe  of  thefe 
Lcftures  have  been  received  with  faith  and  love;  if 
they  have  been  the  means  of  introducing  you  into  a 
ilate  of  friendfliip  with  God,  of  enlightening  your 
minds,  of  purifying  your  hearts,  and  of  conduding 
you  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs — You  may  exped 
to  enjoy  the  ineilimable  immunities  and  benefits 
delineated  in  thefe  prophecies. — Whereas  if  you  have 
,put  far  from  you  the  words  of  eternal  life,  if  you 
perfift  in  rejeding  the  mighty  Saviour,  who  is  the 
chief  fubjcd  of  thefe  predidions,  and  in  difregfirding 
his  kind  offers  and  falutary  precepts,  1  teftify  unto  yoU| 
that  you  Ihall  furely  petiifa.  . 

I  conclude  by  humbly  acknowledging  my  infinite 
obligations  to  the  God  of  all  grace,  the  Father  of 
mercies,  who  hath  kept  me  alive  to  this  day,  and 
enabled  me  to  complete  this  expofiticn.  With  gra- 
titude, 1  afcribe  to  God,  through  Jefus  Chrift, 
thankfgiving  and  praife,  for  the  diredion  and  af- 
fiftance  he  hath  afforded  me  in  the  illuftration  of 
this  infpired  book.  If,  through  ignorance,  preju- 
dice, or  inattention,  any  thing  hath  been  advanced 
derogatory  to  the  glory  cf  Jehovah,  or  inconfiftcnc 
with  his  holy  word,  1  am  ready,  on  convidion, 
fincerely  to'retrad  and  condemn  it.    Whatever  hath 

been 
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been  fpoken  through  the  condud  and  aid  c^  his  good 
Spirit,  agreeable  to  his  will^  and  tending  to  promoto 
the  interefts  of  his  kingdom,  I  pray  may  be  accom- 
panied with  his  enriching  benediction,  and  prove  the 
means  of  your  fanAification  and  falvation.  1  requeft, 
xny  brethren,  your  fervent  prayers,  that  in  all  things 
I  may  approve  royfelf  a  minifter  of  God; ;  that  my 
labours  in  the  gofpel  may  be  crowned  with  fuccefs; 
and  that  many  of  you  may  be  my  joy  and  rejoicing 
in  the  day  of  Chrift.     In  the  words  of  an  apoflle, 

•  I  befeech  you,  for  the  Lord  Jefus  Chri(l*s  fake,  and 

•  for  the  love  of  the  Spirit,  that  ye  flrive  together 

•  with  me  in  your  prayers  to  God  for  me** 
M9Ly  the  peace  of  God,  that  pafleth  underftanding  j 
may  the  love  of  God,  that  pafleth  knowledge;  may 
the  abundant  grace  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the 
delightful  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  with  you 
all.    Amen  and  A^icn. 


FINI& 
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A  Sjifinn  of  Prayg*^  oonpoCul  Mtjfy  of  Sewifimral  Expreffions.  for 
tlic  aififtance  of  thole  who  take  the  lead  in  fecial  worihip ;  whidi 
may  alio  be  ufcful  to  Private  Chriflians.  by  the  Rev.  Williaiv 
Smith.  A.  M*  Cumberwell.  boards,  fine  8s.  comnaon  7s. 

Atotoji/.  chieiy  on  Pra8kal  SuhjeBt^  by  the  Rev.  Jobn  EasKiNBf 
D.  D*  late  one  of  the  Minifters  of  Edtoburgh.  puUidied  finom  th« 
Author's  Manufcripu.  by  the  Rev.  Sia  H.  Moncbibv  Wbl* 
WOOD,  D.  D.  boards.  7s.  fine,  and  6s.  commoo  paper 

The  Harmony  of  the  Four  Go/pels^  by  the  Rev.  Jambs  Macnigrt^ 
D.  D.  2  vols.  8vo.  3d  edition,  boards,  17s.  fine,  and  f4S.  com. 

Tiie  Economy  of  the  Covmants  between  God  and  Mao.  comprehend- 
ing a  complete  Body  of  Divinity,  by  Hbbmah  WiTSiVft  D.  IX  ' 
a  new  edition.  2  vols,  large  8vo.  boards.  14s. 

flerroons.  Preached  on  Interefting  Subjedb.  including  the  Service  of 
Two  Communion*  Sabbaths,  according  to  the  Ufage  of  the 
Churth  of  Scotland,  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Macculloch,  Daufie* 
boards.  3s.  6d. 

The  FwrGoJpth,  TranflauJ  ftom  the  Greel^  with  Prelimiaary'Dti^ 
fertations.  and  Notes  Critical  and  Explanatory,  by  the  late  Rev« 
Gbobob  Campbbll.  D.  D.  Aberdeen,  a  new  edition,  with  addi- 
ii9As  and  coircftioai  figa  Uk  Author'a  Maouftriptsi  4  rols.  8to* 
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H'^n^tH^ i^Chml  Hifiory^  6  vols.  9vo.iI.  i;fT  ..  w..>. 

Stem  N ETTAS' #Vi/y  conuiniog  his  Difcoajfes  ao  Domeflid  DatieSj 

Perfona)  Religion,  and  the  Parable  ofthe  Sower;  4  Tob.  fine  yd* 

low  medium,  1 6s. 
Rawlin's  Vermont  ofl  JafiifiaUtony  fine  3s.  bbard\ 
y«/hua  R^dhhmff  or  1^52  Religious  Letters^  by  the  hte  cmineiitlf 

pious  Mr  Sajiuil  Ruthbuford,  the  lath  edition,  4s.  boards 
A  Friendfy  Vtfit  to  the  Hooie  of  Mourning,  by  Cecil,  64* 
MioicB  to  Scinraots,  by  the  fame,  6d. 
A fmaU^^CoHMon  of  Prayer f  and ThanifgrotngSi  with  the  Apoffks^ 

Creed,  and  Medttotipos  on  the  Decalogue,  price  it. 
Sacred  Sangi  and  Hymns  approved  by  the  Synod  of  Relief,  and  re- 
commended to  be  fung  in  their  Congregatiofls,  a  new  edition^ 

52mo,  fine.it»  gd.  common  is;fquare  i2mo,-3s.' 
tfymnt  for  the  Uic  ofthe  Tabemades,  price  is.  &d.  and  2t«  fine 
The  American  Preacher^  by  lome  of  the  mod  cvtngefical  Mimften  ta 

the  United  Sutes,  fele^d  by  Dr  Erflcine,  2  volt.  8yo.  bds.  itu 
The  fame  Book,  to].  II.  to  be  had  feparate,  cdntainang  a  variety  of 

iotcrefiiog  I>ifcoorfes,publiflied  atdineroot  places  in  Anerica,6f. 
BaADB.URY^s  Myftery  of  GodUnefif  2  toIs.  Svo.  ios. 
frhniiim  et  UUima^  or  the  early  Labours  and  laft  Remains  that  wifl. 
>   meet  the  public  eye,  in  feveral  Pra^cal  XXicauifest  emiDe&tly 

calculated  for  alarming  fimiers  and  hypocrites  ht  Zioo,  and  com- 
'<;  forting  genuine  believers,  by  the  late  eminent  THOiias  Bostok, 

author  ot  the  Fourfold  State,  3  vols.  12 mo,  boardsi  9a. 
A  View  of  this  and  the  other.  Worlds  with  the  (fatte  of  Saints  aad 
^    Stfioers  Sd  both  cootrafied,  &c.  by  Mr.  Boston,  3s.  fine,  and  7% 

6d.  common 
•    The  Crooh  in  tie  Lot,  (ly  MrBosTOH,  fine  rs.  £3. 'and  is.  ^d.  coisu 
The  Lifi  and  Journal  of  Mr  Datio  BaaiKau,  Miffboafy  to  che 
^  .North American  Indians,  8vo.  $s.  oomiBiKl  <b.  fioe,  botfds 
Memoir4  of  the  Life  of  the  Reverend,  Lcarnedp  and  Fiona  Mr 
:    Thomas  HALYauaroit,  Profeffor  of  Divinity  tn  the  Uaiverficy  of 

St  Andrew's,  lamo,  as.  bound 
Natural  /^%'dfi.IofnfHcient,  and  Revealed  oeceflary  to  Man's  Hif^ 

pinefs  in  his  prefent  State,  by  the  fame,  Svo,  5s. 
i^n  Effay  on  the  H^ay  to  rejlore  and  perpetmaU  Peaee^  good  Order 

anaProfferity  totho  Nationt,  by  Dr  BarCa  JorxstOm,  MioiAer 

at  Holy  wood,  lamo,  4s.  bovds 
Dvaa's  Chrifl*s  Famous  Titles f  ismo,  2S.  bound 
Dicit's  Efay  on  the  Infpiration  ofthe  Holy  Scriptures,  3s.  boards 
FaASBa's  (of  Brae)  Memoirs^  written  by  himfelf,  bound  as^  6d. 
pLaMiNG^s  Fullilttng  of  the  ScrifttunSf  2  vols,  8vo,  8s.  boardt 
Guise's  Exposition  ofthe  New  Teftamentf  6  vols.  8vo,  only  s8s.  bds 
jGiLLBspiB  on  Temptation^  as.  6d.  bound' 
MATTHaw  HaNKY's  Commentary^  6  vols.v4to,  boards,  4]*'4S* 
An  Account  ofthe  Life  and  Death  of  Mr  Philip  HaNav,  Svo,  41. 
Hervby's  fVorksf  6  vols,  lamo,  18s.  boards 
Sermons  and  TraQs  by  Mr.  Hervby,  ismo,  3s.  6d.  boards 
Meditations  and  Contemplations  by  the  fame^  'Ss*  6d.  boards    - 
Tlferon  and  AJ^o,  or  a  Series  of  Dialogues  and  X«attenf  bj  the 

£une,  2  vols,  tamo,  6s.  boards 


